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PROCEEDINGS. 


The  Most  Worsliipfal  Grand  Lodge  of  ADcient  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  of  Alabama  and  its  Masonic  Ju- 
risdiction, commenced  the  Sixty-first  Annual  Grand 
Communication  at  the  New  Masonic  Temple,  in  the  City 
of  Montgomery,  on  the  Evening  of  Monday,  the  5th 
day  of  December,  A.  D.  1881,  A.  L.  5881. 

PRESENT : 

HENRY  CLAY  TOMPKINS Graud  Ma«ter. 

RUFUS  WILLS  COBB Deputy  GraDd  Master. 

JOHN  HOLLIS  BANKHEAD Senior  Graod  Warden. 

JOHN  GIDEON  HARRIS Junior  Grand  Warden. 

WILLIAM  HENRY  DINGLEY Grand  Treasurer. 

DANIEL  SAYRE Grand  SecreUry. 

REV.  WILLIAM  CARY  BLEDSOE Grand  Chaplain. 

WILLIAM  GILBERT  COCHRANE,  as Grand  Marshal 

ISAAC  CUNNINGHAM  HALL. Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

WILLIAM  WALLACE  McCOLLUM  Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

ADAM  REIGART  BAKER Grand  Steward. 

JOHN  WILLIAM  MARTIN Grand  Steward. 

JAMES  DAVIDSON Grand  Tiler. 

PAST  GRAND  OFFICERS : 

DA.VID  Clopton Grand  Master. 

Wilson  Williams. Grand  Master. 

Joseph  H.  Johnson Grand  Master. 

P^LMSB  J.  PiLLANS. Grand  Master. 

Hxnbt  Clat  Abmstbono Grand  Master. 

Sax  Thompson Deputy  Grand  Master. 

Jambs  M.  Bbundidob Junior  Grand  Warden. 

Benjajcin  F.  Popb Junior  Grand  Warden. 


tiuuu  vjriueuu  xiurriH iri.iuo. 

_      .  ,  ^,  I  IlliuoiK,  Iowa,  Kontii 

Daniel  Siiyre { 

I     Roiiri,  Nova  Sootiu, 


4  FROCEEDINOS  OF  THE  [1881. 

REPRESENTATIVES  OF  OTHKR  GRAND  LODGES. 

WiUou  WilliamR ArkausaR. 

Stephen  H.  Bcasley HritiKh  Columbia. 

George  F.  Moore." Canada. 

David  Cloptou Florida,  Louisiana. 

Joseph  H.  Johnson,  M.  D Georgia. 

John  Gideon  H^trriB Id.iho. 

itncky,  Mis- 

.  Ort';:;on. 

Peleff  Brown Indiana. 

Henry  Clay  Armstrong Indian  Territory. 

Joel  White Marybind. 

_  ,  _    ^.,,  \  Nebraska,  Now  Mexico,  Wisfon- 

Ptilmer  J.  PiUans <  ,..  ,  . 

i      sin,  ^Iichig>\n. 

Oliver  S.  Doers New  Jersey. 

H*»nr}'  Clay  Tompkins New  York. 

Daniel  Smith Vermont. 

And  the  Masters,  Wardens,  and  Proxies,  from  subor- 
dinate chartered  lodges  as  follows  : 

Helion Will  in  m  H.  Tanore* W.  M. 

Rising  Virtue William  G.  Cochnno ** 

,-    ,1,^.,  i  DeWilt  C.  White - 

.Mouiion -^  ,^,^  ,^j^  ^,    D^,i^,„i,j^^.» j^    ^V . 

Macon Janjes  S.  Diekinson W.  M. 

Farrar Sam  Thompson *' 

Gilead Benjamin   H.  liurrisou *• 

iEmil  Knlinan ** 
Joseph  V.  Gonzilcs S.  W. 
Sigmund  Hecht J.   W . 

Siiint  Albans William  H.  (ir.iyson W.  M . 

George  Washington Augustus  M.  Pippin S    W . 

(  James  Tait  Ikek W.  .\[ . 

•*       25.     Dale J  John  R.  Barrett   S.  W. 

/  Solomon  I).  Blork J .    W. 

.«       o"      <a  I.  «  1?    »       ^1  \  William  W.  MeC'dluniV . .  W.  M. 

'*      2<.     Selma  Fratornal <  .|,     »  »tT    *   i     -  i^-     >v' 

I  Albert  W.  Aeker S.   \N  . 

on       i>:  .:»..  u  ...  i  John  W.  Jones W.  M. 

Ji».     KisinK  bun •'  »  \r   t>   .    ii,..#  u     m' 

*  (  James  M.  Bruudulge' S.  W. 

30.     Washington William  R.  Julian 

.»o      vtr^*,,,  r»i,„  I  William  S.  Peniek W.  M. 

.i.».     wetniiipKa  ]  Thomas  P.  Whitbv S.  W. 

40.     Mobile William  S.  Foster W.  M . 

,i       .  .  ,.       .  \  John  Gidenu  Harris* ** 

■*i«       LjlVinffStOn "i  /■',>,.■•..  i«    / '.»...  1..  l;      w 

"  /  \  leorge  I ..  t  io\N  iiy S ,    w  . 

*•       43.     Leighton George  E.  Kumpe W.  M . 

*Proxic«. 
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1881-3  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA.  5 

No.       44.      Gaston Clarence  Grove W.  M. 

• '         50.      Union Junie  Harwood ** 

•*         53.      Greening Nicholas  Stallworth " 

e--       -iT^^.^t  iLT«,;«K  i  John  H.  Stinsou " 

..         5o.     MouutMonah j  A.iron  L.  Went J.  W. 

«•         r.1'       T«-/^.r  \  John  R.  GoKithwaite* W.  M. 

^'*-      ^'^^ "j  Flelchei:  J.  Cowart S.  W. 

{James  Andrew  Bilbro W.  M. 
Jesse  Lee  Adams S.  W. 
James  E.  Cobb* J.  W. 

•  •        59.     Benton Aaron  Richard W.  M . 

(  Georpe  Williams ** 

««        62.     Saint  Johns ■!  James  T.  Norman* S.  W. 

(  James  B.  Powell* J.  W. 

63.     Social Walter  G.  Lee* W.  M. 

{James  L.  Dunklin* ** 
James  W.  Stewart S.  W. 
Lawrence  G.  McMillin*. .  .J.  W. 

Liberty Samuel  W.  Pegues* W.  M . 

Hampden  Sidney Edwin  H   Robinson ** 

( Oliver  S.  Beers* " 

Howard \  Philip  C.  Candidas S.  W. 

I  Daniel  Smith* J.  W. 

Central Thomas  B.  McClesky W.  M. 

Tohopeka Henry  A.  Garrett* , 

Widow's  Son George  A.  Barge , 

Solomon William  Cary  Bledsoe 

Auburn Leonidas  W.  Payne 

\v:ir«r^<r  S  Joseph  R.  McWilliams. . . . 

*  **^^^ (  Jonathan  N.  Stanford*. . .  .S.  W. 

Erophotic Alfred  H.  Lee* W.  M. 

Meridian  Sun James  A.  Wood ** 

Prattvillo Llewelyn  Spigener " 

Henry, Newell  M.  Thornton S.  W. 

Sawyer    John  Reeves* W.  M . 

Danville Jesse  T.  Wallace J    W. 

T-kabatchee j  ST^k^nr".::  Z /.S;  w! 

Lozohatchee John  A.  Pou* J .  W . 

r«„u^_  5  Frederick  H.  Smith W.  M. 

'""°° )  Joseph  L.  Edwards S.  W. 

Salem Warner  P.  Kennon  Jr.* W.  M , 

Hartwell John  F.  Graham 8 .  W , 

Benson Grandison  Smitherman. . .  W.  M, 

Good  Samaritan William  R.  McKey •* 

Choctaw JohnR.  Phillips J.  W 

Forest  Hill Joseph  P.  Bamett W.  M 

(  Ralph  T.  Armstrong *• 

Notasulga \  William  S.  Ford* S.  W 

(  Lucius  C.  Ramsey* J.  W 

Herndon Ephraim  T.  Mabry W.  M 

Geneva John  F.  Register 
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6  PROCEEDINGS  OB^  THE  [188 1 . 

xr«    11Q      T^^«k««rxL.«  ]  Wiley  W.  Bloodworth W.  M. 

No.   133.     Loftchapoka j  ^^^,^-^^  ^  ArmBtrong S .  W . 

»»    r^.     Wiley Aaron  W.  Beau W.  M . 

"    135.     Colambia. HarriHon  Purcell ** 

••     14a     Shelbv  i  I^ujjimin  F.  WiIkou •' 

im     wuelDj ]AlfrtHlS  Hirscher J.  W. 

*•     144-  Daleville Alexaixler  G.  McLeoa W.  M. 

••     140.  MisHoori ' D.iviil  S.  Bethuue* '• 

••     147.  Uodgersville JoMeph  H.  Watsou ** 

"     ir>-2.  MouDt  Jefferson..   William  White J    W. 

"     153.  Monroeville John  DeLoach W .  M . 

ir<  xi:„v.,.^i.  i  William  L.  JobuKon " 

154.  Nixburgb {  James  A.  GogKaus* S.  W. 

100.  Ji^iRtaboga j  ^,^|^.j^  y   SimmouR S.  W. 

"     l(il       Penick  i  Willis  A.  Downs - 

101,  renicK ^  j^^^^^^  g  Gmwley J    W. 

••     1(53.     Fayetteville  Authentic. .     Oliver  P.  Loony S.   W. 

••     UiS.     Monnt  Hope John  M.  Clark W.  M . 

"     170.     Elba William  H   Chapman* '* 

••    171.     Clopton John  H.  Weed ** 

i  Henry  C.  Davidson *» 

"     173.     Andrew  Jackson <  Stephen  H.  Btasley* S    W . 

f  Willirtm  Wallace  Screws. .  .J     W. 
•»     180.     Mount  Hilliaml John  T.  Sims' W.  M . 

181.     Aberfoil Ur^^'^n!^- k'^'^'h^ t    w' 

I  jlircellns  S.  Smith J    W  . 

1H*>      Catania James  T.  Greene* W.  M . 

•'     lrt7.     Landmark Kichard  D.  Lucius " 

"     188.     Clinlonville Hiram  D.  Goings' " 

"     100.     TombiglKje  John  W.  Jones •• 

'•     103.     Hopewell Andrew  J.  Armstrong S.  W. 

••     108.     Cidedonia Edward  V.  Pearre* W.  M . 

**     100.     Kialighee Nathan  Landers 

(  Chribtopher  T.  Malloy •• 

203.     Valley ^  S.imuel  0.  Glass  S    W. 

I  Oswell  Albright* J.  W. 

oru      iLr»»»;.«^  tt»*:»»  j  Andrew  J.  Simmons W.  M. 

2W.     Manning  Spring j  ^,j^,^^j^^  McDade* S    W . 

Pettusville Thomas  Phillips* W.  M . 

Alexandria \ . . .  Emmett  F.  Crook  . .    S .  W . 

York Joseph  W.  Fer^us<iu W .  M . 

Putnam Joseph  H.  Mooty ** 

Sam  Dixon  John  S.  HIair " 

Lintvillo Alexander  Beck '• 

Teusaw Heurv  J.  Himt* '• 

Western  Star Williim  P.  Stall  worth* ....     '• 

Sandy  Ridge John  C.  Fonville ** 

Newton Kichard  A.  Ramsey ** 

S<aita  Fe Lanmrtiue  O.  Hicks '* 

Dallas. William  A.  Stripliu •• 

Sepulga Daniel  D.  Bennett ** 
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No.   238.     Fairmoaut Zebulun  Terry W.  M. 

••     242.     Coosa Isaac CanQio^ham  Hall *• 


4t 


4« 


<  « 

<• 

<• 
«• 


OAQ      r>„^«,  1  Anthony  H.  Sellers  " 

243.     Earner ]  Pleasant  W.  Spear* S.  W. 

«•     244      Dftwflon  j  James  H.  Shine W.  M. 

^44.     mwson JMarionLee S.  W. 

245.  John  Payne Moses  A»  Taggart W.  M. 

246.  Harrison Andrew  J.  Bradley ** 

•*      248.     liawrence Thomas  B.  Richards J.  W. 

4t      or^n       A»x«»^  I  Mofies  D.  Pinson W.  M. 

2q0.     Amand ]  William  N.  Jones*., S.  W. 

256.     Gaylesville Henry  F.  Johnson W.  M. 

260.  Bellvillo \  ^v°}^°^v^t^?°"'7* t    w 

I  Williftm  Y  Titcomb* J ,  W . 

261.  Talladega \  Jos^PhH  Johnson*   W.  M. 

265.  Meridian George  C.  Saunders* W.  M. 

266.  MoQut  Pleasant Joseph  W.  Shomo *» 

..     267.     Wind  Creek. j  rmesYsmUr. •:.••.: :::8.V 

..     270.     Boiler  spring {'E^ZrA^^T-.V:.  J.' ^l 

««      Q71      Pea  Rivp-  j  WiUiam  T.  Chapman W.  M. 

J71.     i-eaKiver 1  John  E.  Bishop* S.  W. 

Clifton Flavins  F.  Kimbrough »' 

Frankfort N.  Terrell  Underweod* . . . .  W.  M. 

Larkinsville James  H.  Boyd " 

Springville Andrew  J.  Nuunelly '* 

Daviston Daniel  M.  G.  Cotuey J.  W. 

Georgiana Amasa  L.  Palmer 8 .  W . 

Clinton Levi  Wilkinson W.  M. 

Gillespie William  A.  Hyde J.  W. 

Norris John  C.  Hanberry W.  M. 

{George  R.  Boyd •* 
William  T.  Atkins* S.  W. 
Julius  C.  Adler* J.  W. 

Jonesboro William  D.  Smith S.  W. 

Charity. Pleasant  M.  Fancher W.  M. 

Blue  Eye Thomas  J.  Brewer ** 

Oliver Oscar  P.  Cassaty J.  W. 

Nanafalia Albert  G.  Westbrook W.  M. 

Johnson Joel  Nichols  ** 

Albert  Pike. George  E.  Geise J.  W. 

Pikeville Walter  H.  Matthews* W.  M. 

Echo Zechariah  T.  Harrison *' 

Bienville Palmer  Job  Pillans " 

{Jesse  M.  Carmichael* ** 
Angus  M.  Scott* S.  W. 
Benjamin  F.  Cassidy* J.   W. 

Sipsey James  Mills,  Jr W.  M. 

Wilson  Williams. James  K.  Rentfro ** 

Rock  Mills George  W.  Taylor 

Rntledge Joseph  S.  S»\uudep3 
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8  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE                           [1881. 

No.  3C0.     Newtonville William  D.  Donghty* W.  M. 

••    3C1.     Towu  Creek Alexuiider  P.  0<lom   •* 

••     364.     Pleasant  Site James  H.  Drake* " 

3G6.     Cotaco James  M.  Wiuirey S.  W. 

3G8.     Cross  Plains Thomas  P.  Sava«e  W.  M . 

"    369.     AlbeUtan William  H.  Mcintosh S.   W. 

"    371.     Rnssellville Benjamin  F.  McOaughey . .  W.  iL 

"    377.     Lake  City William  J.  D.  Cawthon/. . .      •• 

»«    379.     Robert  E.  Lee Diivid  W.  Ramsey '* 

••    3H0.     Ohatchee   Henry  F.  Montgomery W.  M. 

"    381.     E.  H.Cook Thomas  C.  Seltzer •* 

"    383.     Ben  Pope Benjamin  F.  Pope* •• 

•*    384.  Birmingham  Fraternal.  Thomas  Jelfers J .  W. 

"    386.     Trinity James  D.  Falkner* S.  W. 

"     392.     Hickory  Flat Andrew  J.  Thompson W.  M. 

••    394.     Valley  Head Cleorge  M.  D.  Lowry •* 

"    395.     Opelika Wilson  Williams* •* 

"     397.     Black  Oak Griffin  R.  Callahnn S    W. 

••    399.     Haw  Ridge Benjamin  F.  Warren W.  M. 

"     403.     Childersbarg Alexander  Lessor* *• 

«*    406.     Doric Lovett  H.  Godwin •• 

•*    407.     North  River S»imnel  T.  lirown *• 

••    408.     Hillsboro Dawson  Wiggins* ♦* 

••    409.     Pondtown Joakim  L.  White " 

"    410  Helena  J  William  B.  Cross •• 

41U.     Helena )  Thomas  Clary* S.  W. 

**    411.     Jemison Lawson  J.  Hand •• 

••    412.     Amberson Thomas  H.  Amberson   W.  M. 

"    413.     High  Shoals William  Weathers •• 

••    414.     Snlphar  Springs John  W.  Jeflferson •* 

•*    416.     Williamsburg Calvary  Williams* •• 

•*    417.     George  Smith Williaim  C.  Howton •• 

420.  Broomtown Harrison  J.  Clark ** 

421.  Cullman  Fraternal |  ChtrL  a!^B^^^^^^^^ 

422.  Shorterville Thomas  B.  Clark W.  M. 

423.  Clanton Orman  A.  Duke •• 

••    426.     Daniel  Pratt William  F.  Hauby S.   W. 

'Proxies. 
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1881.]  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA.  9 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form. 
Prayer  by  the   R.  W.    and  Rev.   Grand   Chaplain, 
Brother  William  C.  Bledsoe. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Brother  Henry  Clay  Tomp- 
kins, delivered  his  Annual  Address,  and  it  was  referred 
to  a  special — 

COMMITTEE  ON  GRAND  MASTER'S  ADDRESS. 

Henry  Clay  Armstrong,  P.  G.  M. 
James  T.  Beck, 
Nicholas  Stallworth. 

GRAND  MASTER'S  ANNUAL  ADDRESS. 

Brethren  of  Oie  Grand  Lodge : 

We  have  again  assembled  in  our  Annual  Commnnication  for  the  par- 
pose  of  consulting  together  over  the  interests  of  our  most  ancient  and 
time-honored  Fraternity.     Another  twelve  months  have  been  added  to 
the  Eons  of  the  irrevocable  past,  and  one  more  of  the  mile-posts  that 
mark  the  road  that  leads  us  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave  has  been  passed. 
The  journey,  however,  though  not  entirely  free  from  the  disappoint- 
ments and  difficulties  that  have  always  crossed  the  pathway  of  even  the 
most  fortunate  in  life,  has  not  been  without  its  pleasures,  and  I  doubt 
not  that  if  even  those  of  us  who  think  we  have  had  the  most  to  contend 
against,  were  to  fairly  weigh  our  trials  and  blessings  in  impartial  bal- 
ances, we  would  find  that  the  latter  by  far  outweigh  the  former.     If  we 
are  men  of  wisdom,  though  the  pleasures  of  the  past  year  may  have 
been  few,  its  profits  have  been  great ;  for  we  come  to  its  close  again  as- 
sured that  he  who  acts  well  the  part  allotted  to  him  in  life,  whatever 
that  part  may  b<^,  is  comforted  by  that  most  consoling  of  all  assurances, 
the  consciousness  of  duty  performed.     If  there  is  any  one  of  the  grand 
principles  of  human  action  to  which  masonry  specially  directs  its  vota- 
ries more  than  another,  it  is  that  the  first  duty  of  all  mankind  is  to  sub- 
mit patiently,  and  even  cheerfully,  to  the  lot  that  the  Grand  Architect 
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of  the  Universe  has  assigned  to  each,  and  for  each  to  strive  to  excel  in 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  particalar  lot,  a  virtae  which  is  as 
indispensihle  to  trae  manhood  in  the  peasant  in  the  cottage  as  to  the 
king  npon  the  throne,  and  withoat  which  the  pride  and  pomp  of  power 
and  station  cannot  give  even  to  the  latter  the  respect  of  man. 

Last  year  I  congratnlated  yon  npon  the  favorable  temporal  aospices 
under  which  we  met,  and  I  can  do  no  less  again.  It  may  be  true,  that 
in  many  sections  the  seasons  may  not  have  been  so  propitioos  ;  mother 
Earth  may  not  have  been  so  generous  in  the  bestowal- of  her  blessings  ; 
but  still  wo  have  many  things  for  which  to  be  thankful.  The  end  of 
another  year  finds  the  large  majority  of  those  who  met  here  last  year 
again  here,  with  another  opportunity  afforded  them  of  showing  that 
the  lessons  and  experiences  of  the  past  have  not  been  entirely  wasted ; 
and  another  opportunity  to  enter  npon  the  performance  of  those  neg- 
lected duties  that  have  so  often  been  put  aside  and  postponed— oppor- 
tunities that  we  do  not  know  will  be  again  given  us,  and  which  it  be- 
hooves us,  one  and  all,  to  embrace  I  congratulate  you,  who  are  now 
present,  then,  upon  this  inestimable  good,  and  I  congratulate  you  upon 
the  fact,  which  is  plainly  seen  on  looking  in  your  faces,  that  the  hand 
of  Time  has  been  laid  but  lightly  on  your  shoulders,  and  that  the  weight 
and  burden  of  age  and  care  have  not  perceptibly  bent  your  forms,  or 
dimmed  the  lustre  of  your  eyea.  But  while  we  thus  congratulate  our- 
selves npon  our  renewed  opportunities,  and  feel  the  buoyancy  of  life 
still  leaping  and  sporting  in  our  veins,  we  should  not  forget  those  faces 
that  beamed  upon  us  a  short  twelve  months  ago,  but  whose  geniul  pres- 
ence is  never  to  greet  ns  again  in  earthly  lodge-room ;  nor  fail  to  drop 
over  their  graves  the  tears  of  fraternal  love,  and  to  pay  to  their  memo- 
ries tho  last  sad  tribute  of  brotherly  affection.  Since  our  last  commu- 
nication, the  Grand  Master  of  the  Universe  has  seen  fit  to  call  from 
their  labors  on  uarth,  to  rcfrei^hment  above,  several  of  those  who  have 
been  active  in  their  labors  in  behalf  of  the  Craft,  and  prominent  in  its 
legislatiem.  Among  others,  there  was  one  who  waa  as  generally  known, 
and  where  known  as  highly  respected  and  as  sincerely  loved,  as  any  one 
who  ever  sat  in  this  body.  Brother  James  Hervey  Joiner  died  at  his 
home  in  Talladega,  on  the  6th  day  of  September,  1881,  in  the  midnt  of 
a  still  vigorous  manhood  and  at  a  time  when  it  seemed  that  years  still 
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remained  for  blm  to  oootinue  the  good  deeds  to  which  bis  life  had  been 
devoted.     But  nn  All-wise  »nd  Immntable  Providence  willed  it  other- 
wise, and  in  his  death  masonry  and  the  pnblic  have  sustained  a  loss 
that  cannot  eaiily  be  repaired.     Brother  Joiner  bad  been  for  upwards 
of  thirty  years  a  member  of  our  Order,  and  during  all  that  time  had 
been  an  earnest  and  zealoun  mason.     He  bad  filled  every  station  in  bis 
lodge,  and  for  fifteen  years  be  presided  in  the  East.     His  continuous 
services  there  best  attest  the  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  those  whose 
daily  intercourse  with  him  gave  them  the  best  opportunity  to  know  bis 
worth.     He  first  appeared  as  a  representative  of  bis  lodge  in  tbi^  body 
about  eighteen  years  ago,  and  bad  been  present  at  every  communica- 
tion, with  scarcely  an  exception,  from  that  time  to  his  death.     In  1869, 
he  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Work,  and  had  served 
continuously  on  it  from  that  time  on  ;  bow  well  and  how  faithfully  he 
discharged  the  duties  of  that  position,  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  re- 
cite; that  no  one  could  have  discharged  them  more  intelligently  or  more 
earnestly,  is  known  to  all.    Too  often  posthumous  praise  is  mere  lip- 
service,  as  meaningless  as  the  idle  vaporings  that  drop  from  the  lips  of 
the  thoughtless;  but  the  character  of  our  deceaKcd  brother  was  Buch, 
that  in  paying  tribute  to  his  memory,  words  that  did  not  come  from 
the  heart  would  die  upon  the  lips.     He  was  himself  an  honest,  true,  and 
sincere  man,  and  the  feelings  of  esteem  and  affection  towards  himself 
that  he  excited  in  the  breasts  of  those  who  knew  him  well,  were  as  hon- 
est and  sincere  as  was  his  own  nature,  and  such  as  men  of  bis  charac- 
ter mnst  always  inspire  even  the  most  thoughtless  with.     My  acquaint- 
ance with  him  began  ten  years  ago.  and  I  had  known  him  but  a  short 
time  before  I  became  impressed  th:it  in  him  I  saw  a  man  who,  in  all  the 
attributes  of  true  manhood,  deserved  to  rank  as  one  among  the  few;  a 
longer  and  more  intimate  acquaintance  strengthened  and  intensified 
that  impression.     To  him  the  lessons  of  our  fraternity  were  not  a  mere 
idle  formula ;  but  taught  living,  breathing  truths.     He  recognized  the 
(act  that  if  one  was  a  good  mason,  and  practised  its  precepts,  he  mnst 
the  more  faithfully  discharge  the  duties  that  he  owed  to  his  family,  his 
country,  and  bis  God;  and,  therefore,  we  saw  in  him  the  tender  and 
affectionate  husband  and  father,  the  kind  neighbor,  pnblic  spirited  citi- 
zen, and  devout  worshiper.     It  was  this  realiziitionof  the  impressive 
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teachings  of  our  Ritual,  that  aroaned  in  him  that  biucrcre  and  zealous 
affection  for  the  Craft,  that  was  attested  by  years  of  uotiring  service  in 
its  behalf.  His  nature  was  Kuch,  that  any  sham  would  have  excited  iu 
him  ouly  disgust;  while  truth  could alwaye  find  in  him  an  able  and  sin- 
cere friend.  When  I  sjij'  of  our  deceased  brother,  that  in  every  walk  of 
life  he  discharged  his  duty,  I  say  no  more  than  those  who  knew  him 
best  will  bear  testimony  to;  than  was  attested  by  the  universal  sorrow 
occasioned  b}'  his  death,  among  those  with  whom  he  had  lived  for  many 
years.  Brother  Joiner  was  truly  a  representative  mason.  There  are 
man}'  such  in  our  Frnternit}',  and  I  could  wish  it  no  greater  good  iu  the 
future  than  to  wish  that  all  who  bow  before  its  altars  may  become  snoh 
H8  he  was,  and  they  are;  for  it  is  the  lives  of  such  meu  that  teach  us — 

**So  to  live  that  when  our  summons  comes  to  join 
The  innumeniblc  caravan  which  moves 
To  that  mvKteriou.4  re:dm  where  each  shall  take 
His  chamber  in  the  silent  halls  of  death. 
We  go  not  like  the  quarry  slave  at  night, 
Scourged  to  his  dungeon,  but  sustained  and  soothed 
By  an  unfaltering  trust ;  approach  our  gnives 
Like  one  who  wraps  the  drapery  of  his  couch 
About  him,  and  lies  down  to  pleasant  dreams." 

I  again  take  pleasure  in  reporting  the  uninterrupted  continuAnco  of 
the  most  cordial  and  fraternal  nlatious  with  our  sister  jurisdictions. 
No  controversies  have  arisen  between  us  and  any  of  them,  and  so  far  as 
I  have  observed  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  disposition  on  the  part 
of  any  one  of  them  to  encroach  upon  the  rights  and  powers  of  any 
other  ;  and  certainly  no  cause  of  complaint  has  been  given  to  us  by  any 
of  them. 

I  received  some  time  during  the  summer  from  M.  W.  Brother  Coles, 
Grand  Miister  of  M>Lsons  iu  Virginia,  an  invitition  to  be  present  at  and 
participate  iu  the  coromonieR  of  laying  th'j  corner  stone  of  the  monu- 
ment to  be  erected  at  Yorktown  in  that  State,  iu  commemoration  of  the 
victory  gained  for  the  cause  of  Liberty  at  that  place  one  hundred  years 
ago.  I  regretted  exceedingly  that  circumstaucLM*  were  such  as  to  pre- 
vent my  acceptance  of  the  invitation.  No  place  on  American  soil  could 
be  more  sacred  or  dearer  to  the  masonic  heart  than  Yorktown,  the 
Bcene  of  the  crowning  triumph  of  the  akill  and  patience  of  those  noble 
men,  and  pure  {xitriots,  and  earnest  masons,  Washington  and  I^^Fay- 
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ette.  Its  rame  is  dear  to  all  lovers  of  freedom,  but  especially  to 
masoDS,  because  it  is  indissolably  connected  with  the  names  of  those 
true  types  of  masonic  manhood. 

Daring  tbo  year  I  have  received  the  resignation  of  Brother  Robert  C. 
Frazer,  our  representative  near  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Nova  Scotia  ;  ten- 
dered on  account  of  his  removal  from  that  jnrisdictiou.  No  appoint- 
ment has  been  made  to  fill  the  vacancy,  as  I  have  received  no  nomina- 
tion. I  have  appointed  Brother  Arthnr  M.  Clark  to  represent  this 
Grand  Lodge  near  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Michigan,  and  have  nominated 
aud  been  notified  of  tho  appointment  of  Brother  Palmer  J.  Pillaus  to 
represent  that  Grand  Lodge  near  this. 

DISPENSATIONS. 

I  have,  during  the  year,  granted  the  following  dispen.sationSy  viz: 

To  Albertville  Lodge  No.  430,  upon  proper  petition  and  for  good 
cause  shown,  to  remove  the  Lodge  from  Windsor's  to  Albertville. 

To  Caledonia  Lodge  No.  198,  to  elect  a  Master  and  both  Wardens, 
thoHe  officers  having  removed  permanently  from  the  jurisdiction. 

To  Falkville  Lodge  No.  396,  to  elect  a  Senior  Warden,  that  officer 
having  permanently  removed  from  the  jurisdiction. 

To  Clanton  Lodge  No.  423,  to  elect  a  Senior  Warden,  the  brother 
elected  to  that  place  at  the  communication  preceding  the  Festival  in 
June,  declining  to  serve. 

To  Coosa  Lodge  No.  242,  to  elect  a  Junior  Warden  ;  and  to  Fredonia 
Lodge  No.  79,  to  elect  a  Senior  Warden,  to  fill  vacancies  created  by  tho 
death  of  the  former  incumbents  in  each. 

To  Russellville  Lodge  No.  371,  to  elect  a  Master,  the  brother  elected 
at  the  regular  election  being  ineligible. 

I  also  granted  dispensations  to  the  following  Lodges  to  elect  officers 
at  another  than  the  time  prescribed  by  the  Constitution,  they  having 
for  good  reasons  failed  to  elect  at  that  time  : 

Talladega  Lodge  No.  261. 
Danville  Lodge  No.  95. 

Upon  proper  appliciition,  aud  the  payment  of  dues,  I  have  granted 
dispensations  to  the  following  Lodges  to  meet  until  this  communica- 
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tioQ  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  which  had  previoosly  forfeited  their  charters, 
viz: 

Rodgersville  Lodge  No.  147. 

Sipsey  Lodge  No.  350. 

Waterloo  Lodge  No.  382. 

Pikcville  Lodge  No.  344.* 

High  Shoals  Lodge  No.  413. 

Florence  Lodge  No.  14. 

Van  Bnren  Lodge  No.  355. 

Rose  HiU  Lodge  No.  253. 

Solomon  Lodge  No.  74. 

Forest  Hill  Lodge  No.  110. 

Mt.  Jefferson  Lodge  No.  152.  * 

Tensuw  Lodge  No.  221. 

I  also  granted  a  dispensation  authorizing  Marshall  Lodge  No.  209  to 
hold  a  special  communication  and  ballot  upon  the  applications  of  sev- 
eral F.  Gs.  to  be  raised  to  the  degree  of  Master  Mason,  and  if  elected 
to  confer  the  degree  upon  them.  I  am  much  opposed  to  granting  dis- 
pensations of  this  character,  and  think  that  it  should  seldom  be  done  ; 
but  in  this  case  the  circumstances  and  emergency  were  such  as  to  over- 
come my  objections,  and  I  granted  it 

DECISIONS. 

In  compliance  with  the  reqnirementn  of  the  Edicts  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  I  submit  herein  the  decisions  I  have  made  during  the  year  upon 
the  various  questions  of  masonic  law  presented  for  my  decihion,  except 
some  opinions  upon  the  questions  that  have  been  so  repeatedly  decided 
before,  that  I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  encumber  my  address  with  them. 
Many  of  the  omitted  points  had  been  decided  by  me  last  year,  and  the 
decisions  are  published  in  our  last  proceedings  ;  while  others  are  so 
well  stated  by  the  former  decisions  and  resolutions  of  this  Grand  Lodge, 
or  are  so  clearly  enunciated  in  the  elementary  principles  of  masonic 
law,  that  I  thought  they  were  as  familiar  to  the  officers  of  lodges  as  the 
ordinary  work.  It  is  difficult  to  see  how  at  this  time  any  officer  of  a 
lodge  should  be  unacquainted  with  the  decisions  and  rules  upon  the 
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right  of  a  dimitted  mason  to  a  masonic  barial ;  upon  the  liability  of 
one  who  has  been  suspended  for  non-payment  of  does,  for  daes  accni- 
ing  daring  the  period  of  snspension  ;  or  apon  the  right  of  the  Master 
and  Wardens  to  a  dimit  daring  the  term  for  which  they  were  elected  ; 
aud  yet,  these  and  other  qnestions  equally  as  well  settled  have  been 
presented  to  me  during  the  year.  Many  of  the  decisions  I  here  present 
ure  upon  points  that  have  long  been  settled  ;  but  as  I  do  not  recall  that 
Ihey  have  been  heretofore  decided  in  this  State,  and  as  many  of  the 
officers  of  lodg^  have  no  books  of  reference,  except  the  reports  of  our 
aunoal  proceedings,  I  considered  it  advisable  to  submit  them  with  the 
decisions  upon  more  difficult  questions. 

The  lollowing  are  the  decisions  presented  for  your  consideration  : 
Held— 

1.  A  mason  who  has  been  suspended  or  expelled,  and  afterwards 
restored  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  masonry,  but  not  to  member- 
ship, occupies  the  position  of  an  unaffiliated  mason,  and  has  the  right 
to  petition  for  membership  in  any  Lodge,  and  his  petition  should  be 
received  and  acted  upon  as  other  petitions  for  affiliation. 

2.  Seven  Master  Masons,  members  of  a  lodge,  can  open  the  lodge 
and  transact  such  business  as  the  granting  of  dim  its,  reception  of  peti- 
tions, ordering  the  payment  of  accounts,  and  other  business  of  like 
character. 

3.  Article  Y  of  Old  Regulations  is  of  force  in  this  jurisdiction,  and 
applies  ulike  to  petitions  for  affiliation  and  initiation. 

4.  A  lodge  by-law  piovided  that  no  candidate  should  be  received 
unless  he  had  resided  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  lodge  twelve 
months ;  a  resolution  passed  by  this  Grand  Lodge  contains  a  similar 
provision :  Held — That  the  object  of  these  provisions  is  to  prevent  the 
lodges  from  receiving  unworthy  material,  by  giving  them  ample  oppor- 
tunity of  learning  the  character  of  the  candidate ;  aud  they  were  not 
violated  in  the  reception  of  the  petition  of  one  who,  having  resided  for 
nine  months  in  the  jurisdiction  of  a  lodge,had  moved  olTand  remained 
absent  about  three  months,  and  then  returned  ;  and  at  the  time  of  the 
reception  of  his  petition  had  resided  within  such  jurisdiction  the  ten 
months  next  preceding. 
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5.  No  does  accrae  against  one  BUBpended  for  a  masonic  offense,  dar- 
ing the  continuance  of  bis  sentence. 

6.  A  lodge  has  the  authority  to  remit  the  dues  of  a  worthy  old  and 
indigent  brother,  and  it  is  proper  and  right  for  it  to  be  done. 

7.  Where  an  application  is  made  to  a  lodge  for  a  dimit,  and  the  lodge 
votes  to  gnmt  it,  the  applicant's  membership  with  the  lodge  is  at  once 
severed ;  the  fact  that  the  applicant  afterwards  changes  his  purpose,  and 
when  presented  with  his  certificate  of  dimission  by  the  Secretary 
refuses  to  receive  it,  does  not  alter  his  relation  to  the  lodge  ;  such  cer- 
tificate is  not  of  itself  a  dimission,  but  mere  evidence  of  it. 

8.  The  mere  fact  that  one  who  had  been  dimitted  voted  at  an  elec- 
tion of  officers,  does  not  invalidate  the  election  whore  his  vote  was  not 
necessary  to  the  election  of  any  one  of  the  persons  chosen  to  office. 

9.  A  dimitted  muson,  residing  in  one  jurisdiction,  may  apply  to  and 
affiliate  with  a  lodge  in  another,  and  is  not  required  to  obtain  the  con- 
sent of  the  lodge  in  whose  jurisdiction  he  resides  before  doing  so.     A 

dimitted  mason  residing  in  this  State  may  affiliate  with  a  lodge  in 
Georgia. 

10.  Charges  made  out  and  filed  with  the  Secretary  become  the  prop- 
erty of  the  lodge,  and  can  only  be  withdrawn  by  unanimous  consent 
at  a  communication  set  down  for  the  trial  of  the  cause.  If  one  accused  is 
found  guilty  on  trial,  or  pleads  guilty,  the  lodge  should  proceed  to  inflict 
upon  him  some  punishment ;  the  fact  that  he  pleads  guilty  and  promises 
reformation  may  be  considered  in  mitigation,  but  does  not  wholly 
excuse. 

11.  The  masonic  ceremony  should  not  be  performed  in  laying  the 
comer  stone  of  a  factory,  or  other  building,  the  property  of  private 
individuals,  and  intended  for  private  uses  and  purposes. 

12.  The  Secretary  ot  a  lodge  should  not  receive  from  a  member  who 
is  indebted  to  the  lodge  for  two  years  dues,  without  the  consent  of  the 
lodge,  a  portion  of  his  dues ;  and  a  lodge  should  seldom  if  ever  con- 
sent to  such  a  payment ;  to  do  so  would  be  to  encourage  members  in 
suffering  their  dues  to  be  in  arrears ;  but  there  may  be  exceptional 
cases,  in  which  the  lodge  would  be  justified  in  consenting  to  such  pay- 
ments. 

13.  For  one  to  get  into  such  a  state  of  intoxication  as  to  be  unable  to 
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attend  his  lodge  meetings,  und  to  remain  in  that  condition  for  seTeral 
days,  is  anmasonic  and  an  offense  against  masonic  law. 

14.  The  Constitntion  requires  that  all  petitions  for  the  degrees  should 
be  accompanied  with  the  actaal  cash  fees  ;  it  is  not  sufficient  that  the 
payment  of  such  fees  is  secured. 

15.  A  lodge  has  no  authority  to  extend  the  time  for  the  payment  of 
the  dues  of  those  members  who  are  two  years  in  arrears ;  but  where 
there  is  a  lodge  by-law  providing  that  members  who  are  in  arrears  for 
less  than  two  years,  shall  not  be  allowed  to  vote  at  an  election  of  offi- 
cers, the  lodge  may  alter  or  change  such  by-law,  and  so  it  may  by 
by-law  make  its  annual  dues  due  and  payable  at  any  time  of  the  year. 

16.  It  is  the  settled  law  of  this  jurisdiction  that  a  suspended  mason 
may  be  tried  and  expelled  for  an  offense  committed  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  his  sentence.  Upon  the  presentation  of  charges  sgainst 
such  a  one,  the  lodge  should  appoint  a  committee,  and  appoint  a  day 
for  such  committee  to  take  testimony.  A  copy  of  the  charges  and  a 
notice  of  the  appointment  of  the  committee,  and  of  the  day  set  for 
them  to  take  the  testimony,  shonld  be  served  on  the  defendant  at  least 
ten  days  before  the  day  set.  The  committee  should  meet  at  the 
appointed  time,  examine  the  witnesses  presented  by  both  the  prosecu- 
tion and  defendant,  reduce  their  testimony  to  writing,  and  report 
the  same  back  to  a  lodge  called  for  the  trial.  The  lodge  to  meet, 
have  the  testimony  read,  and  determine  the  cause  as  in  other  cases. 

17.  A  member  applying  for  a  dimit  is  entitled  to  receive  it  if  he  has 
paid  all  dues  and  is  in  good  standing.  Where  application  is  made  for 
a  dimit,  and  a  brother  objects  upon  the  ground  that  the  applicant  has 
been  guilty  of  unmasonic  conduct,  and  thereupon  a  committee  is 
appointed,  who  examine  into  the  accusation,  and  report  that  they  can 
ascertain  no  grounds  that  would  sustain  charges  against  him,  and  the 
objecting  brother  refuses  to  prefer  charges,  the  lodge  should  grant  tho 
dimit,  notwithstanding  he  may  persist  in  his  objections. 

18.  A  member  of  a  lodge  cannot  be  arraigned  for  his  vote  on  the 
trial  of  another  member  unless  he  is  shown  to  have  been  influenced  by 
a  corrupt  or  malicious' motive.  Honestly  to  advise  against  charges  is 
no  offense,  but  if  one  believing  the  accused  guilty,  undertakes  to  pre- 
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▼ent  charges  being  preferred  agaiust  bim,    be  in  gnilty  of  the  offeuRe 
denouuced  by  §  18  Article  VI  of  tbe  GouKtitution. 

19.  For  a  mason  to  secretly  dispose  of  bis  property  aud  leave  the 
country  without  settling  with  or  saying  anything  to  his  creditors  is  dis- 
honorable and  therefore  nnuiasouic. 

20.  The  lodge  bos  tbe  power  to  excuse  a  brother  present  at  a  trial 
from  voting  where  owing  to  deafness  he  is  unable  to  hear  the  evidence, 
or  he  may  be  excused  from  attendance. 

21.  Where  a  special  communication  is  called  to  confer  any  of  tbe 
degrees,  the  lodge  may  be  opened  in  the  degree  in  which  the  work  is 
to  be  done. 

22.  It  is  not  unmasonic  to  speak  to  a  profane  of  tbe  charities  of  tbe 
lodge,  unless  it  is  done  with  some  improper  motive. 

23.  A  lodge  received  the  petition  of  a  [trufane,  who  had  been  resid- 
ing within  its  jurisdiction  for  twelve  mouths,  and  conferred  upon  him 
the  degrees.  The  petition  stated  that  be  had  not  applied  to  uud  been 
rejected  by  any  other  lodge.  Subsequently  the  petitioner  moved  out 
of  the  State  and  obtained  his  dimit,  upon  ap[)lying  for  affiliation  to  a 
lodge  at  tbe  place  to  which  he  bad  removed,  and  where  he  had  for- 
merly resided,  such  lodge  took  up  bis  certificate  and  returned  it  to 
the  lodge  granting  it,  and  reported,  that  he  had,  before  petitioning  the 
lodge  in  this  State,  petitioned  their  lodge  and  had  been  rej«*cted.     Ihld— 

That  the  lodge  conferring  the  degrees,  being  duly  and  legally  consti- 
tuted, aud  having  jurisdiction  to  confer  them  upon  persons  resicHng  in 
its  territorial  jurisdiction  for  the  length  of  time  required  by  our  laws, 
upon  the  presentation  of  the  proper  i>etition,  and  the  petition  in  this 
case  containing  every  averment  required  by  law,  its  action  in  conferring 
the  degrees  therein  was  not  void  or  the  petitioner  an  irregular,  or  ille- 
gally made  mason,  but  on  the  contrary,  by  that  aiction,  ho  became  a 
regular  mason,  and  his  connection  with  the  or«ler  could  only  be  sev<?red 
npon  trial  and  by  a  verdict  of  guilty  and  judgment  thereon.  If  the 
statement  made  by  the  applicant  was  false,  or  probable  cause  existed  for 
believing  that  it  was,  as  in  this  case,  charges  should  be  preferred  against 
him,  and  npon  trial,  if  found  guilty  should  be  exi)elled.  A  false  sUite- 
ment  of  a  material  matter  made  by  an  applicant,  in  bis  petition  for  the 
degrees,  is  a  violation  of  masonic  law,  for  which  he  may  be  trud  and 
convicted  after  the  degrees  are  conferred. 
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24.  Section  13  of  Article  VI  of  tbe  Comititotion  providoH  thiit,  when 
a  penoD  residing  in  the  jurisdictiou  of  one  Lodge  petitions  for  initia- 
tion in  another,  the  Secretary  of  tbe  latter  shall  write  to  tbe  former  to 
know  if  there  is  any  good  and  sofBcient  reason  why  tbe  applicant  ought 

not  to  be  made  a  mason,  and  forbidH  action  without  such  inquiry.     It 
is  clear  that  any  Lodji^e  knowingly  violating   this  provision  is  cenKura- 

ble,  'oat  if  tbe  Lodge  receives  tbe  petition  believing  that  the  candidate 
resides  in  its  jurisdiction,  but  afterwards,  learning  better,  writes  to  the 
Lodge  within  whose  jurisdiction  he  resides  before  conferring  the  degree, 
nothing  has  been  done  violative  of  either  the  letter  or  the  spirit  of  the 
conntitation  The  section  under  consideration  -provides  that  thin  com- 
mnnieation  shall  be  addressed  to  the  first  Lodge  to  ascertain,  1st. 
Whether  the  applicant  has  ever  applied  for  and  been  refused  initiation 
by  such  Lodge ;  and,  2d.  If  they  know  of  any  just  and  sufficient  reason 
why  he  shonld  not  be  made  a  mason.  If  the  first  subject  of  iucpiiry  is 
answered  affirmatively,  then  tbe  Lodge  to  which  the  petition  is  presented 
can  proceed  no  farther  without  the  consent  of  a  mnjority  of  the  other 
Lodge,  as  provided  by  section  11  of  the  same  article.  In  relation  to  the 
second  inqairy,  the  duty  of  the  Lodge  written  to  is  plain  ;  they  mast 
answer  that  they  either  do  or  do  not  know  of  any  good  and  sufficient 
reason  why  the  applicant  should  not  be  made  a  mason,  and  if  affirma- 
tively they  shoald  state  the  caase.  The  authority  of  the  first  Lodge  is 
simply  to  furnish  informatioo,  and  that  it  is  their  duty  to  do  at  the  ear- 
liest practicable  date  ;  they  are  not  written  to  for  their  consent  to  any 
action  and  have  no  power  to  either  give  or  withhold  it.  Upon  tbe 
receipt  of  the  information,  the  power  to  pass  upon  it  is  given  to  the 
Lodge  to  which  it  is  furnished.  The  Constitution  forbids  the  Lodge 
from  acting  withoat  such  information,  and  by  its  terms  necessarily  im- 
plies that  the  power  of  pissing  npou  the  sufficiency  of  the  reasons  and 
the  right  of  determining  whether  or  not  the  candidate  shall  be  received 
is  vested  in  that  Lodge,  and  that  Lodge  alone.  It  would  seem,  how- 
ever, that  this  Grand  Lodge,  by  a  resolution  adopted  in  IH'ii  and  found 
on  page  81,  section  21  of  the  Masonic  Code  of  Alabama,  has  construed 
this  section  of  the  constitution  as  limiting  the  right  of  a  person  residing 
m  the  jurisdiction  of  one  Lodge  to  petition  another,  to  cases  in  which 
both  Lodges  are  situate  in  the  same  county.     While  such  coustruutiou 
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does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  soand,  I  do  not  feel  that  I  have  any  aathority 
to  overrule  it,  bat  leave  that  to  the  sume  power  that  enacted,  and  hold 
that  a  Lodge  in  one  county  has  no  authority  to  receive  the  petition  of  a 
person  residing  in  the  jurisdiction  of  a  Lodge  in  another  county. 

I  was,  during  the  year,  requested  to  pass  upon  the  rulings  of  a  Master 
of  a  Lodge  on  questions  of  Order.  Under  my  construction  of  the  con- 
stitution I  have  no  authority  to  do  that,  and  therefore  declined  to  decide 
the  points  presented. 

APPLIC\TIONS  FOB  AID. 

I  received,  sometime  since,  from  the  Gniud  ^Lister  of  Masons  in  Mich- 
igan, an  application  for  assistance  for  the  benefit  of  our  brethren  and 
their  families  who  resided  in  the  section  of  thnt  State  which  wan,  dur- 
ing the  Summer  and  Fall,  swept  by  fire.  As  it  has  never  been  the  policy 
of  this  Grand  Lodge  to  dispense  charity,  being  controlled  by  the  idea 
that  such  could  best  be  done  through  the  medium  of  the  subordinate 
Lodges,  of  course  I  had  no  means  of  responding  to  this  appeal.  The 
necessities  of  this  case  are  unusual  and  it  appeals  strongly  to  our  frater- 
nal feelings.  It  is  difficult  for  us  to  reali/^j  tho  po.^sibility  of  such 
destruction,  that  a  fire  could  have  swept  over  a  large  district  of  country 
destro3'ing  the  forests,  the  crops  garnered  and  in  tho  field,  the  homes  of 
men,  the  live  stock,  and  in  many  instances  whole  families  of  human 
beings,  leaving  nothing  in  its  wake  but  desolate  fields,  bhickened  and 
charred  ruins,  and  weeping  and  suffering  humanity,  seems  to  us  in  this 
country  almost  incradible.  But,  from  all  that  we  can  learn,  such  was 
the  case.  Such  sufferings  have  claims  upon  humanity  that  can  not  be 
ignored,  and  when  among  them  are  to  be  found  those  who  bow  before 
the  same  altar  that  we  do,  we  should  be  prompt  to  acknowledge  such 
claims.  It  is  true  that  we  are  uuable  to  do  much,  we  are  scarcely  yet 
out  of  the  ashes  and  ruins  of  a  desolating  war,  our  seaKons  have  been 
nnpropitious,  and  short  crops  will  force  many  among  us  during  the  next 
twelve  months  to  pinch  their  own  households;  but  still  we  can  give  a 
little  and  that  we  should  most  cheerfully  give.  The  necessity  for  this 
aid  is  probably  as  great  now  as  it  was  immediately  after  the  fire. 
These  unfortunate  brethren  are  and  will  be,  for  many  months,  depend- 
ant upon  charity  for  food  to  sustain  and  clothing  to  protect  them  dur- 
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ing  the  hard  aod  rigoroas  winter  of  that  climate,  oar  aid  will  therefore 
be  in  as  good  time  as  if  it  had  been  furnished  immediately  after  the  fire. 
I  respectfaliy  snggest,  therefore,  that  this  Grand  Lodge  pass  a  resola- 
tion  reqnei»ling  the  several  subordinate  Lodges  to  forward  such  contri- 
butions as  they  feel  able  to  give  for  that  purpose  to  the  R.  W.  Grand 
Treasurer,  to  be  by  him  forwarded  to  the  Grand  Master  of  Michigan  to 
be  dispensed  for  the  benefit  of  masons  and  their  families  in  the  burnt 
section. 

OFFICIAL  VISITATIONS. 

I  have  during  the  year  been  able  to  make  but  few  visits  to  any  of  the 
Lodges.  This  I  regret,  because  I  had  promised  several  of  them  to  do 
so.  I  expected  during  the  summer  to  be  able  to  fulfill  those  promises, 
and  on  several  occanions  fixed  the  time  when  I  would,  but  something 
always  occurred  to  make  it  impracticable  for  me  to  spare  the  time  to  do 
so  from  other  business.  In  June  I  visited  Lozahatchee  Lodge  No.  97, 
and  Saint  Johns  Lodge  No.  Vri,  and  installed  the  officers  and  delivered 
addresHefl.  I  also,  by  special  invitation,  paid  two  visits  each  to  Mont- 
gomery Lodge  No.  11,  and  Amand  Lodge  No.  250,  for  the  purpose  of 
conferring  the  degrees.  I  found  both  of  these  latter  Lodges  active  and 
zealous  in  the  work,  and  in  a  prosperous  condition.  My  experience 
with  the  visit  to  Lozahatchee  Lodge  was  of  so  pleasant  a  character  that 
I  could  but  feel  disappointed  that  I  was  unable  to  visit  other  Lodges. 
If  masonry  is  half  so  pronperous  in  other  localities  of  the  State  as  it  is 
in  that,  we  have  good  cause  for  congratulation.  There  I  found,  in  a 
comparatively  small  district  of  country,  three  large,  active,  and  thriving 
Masonic  Lodges.  The  term  in  which  I  installed  the  venerable  brother 
Amberson  to  preside  in  the  East  was,  I  understand,  the  twenty-fifth  of 
his  service  in  that  position  ;  he  is  a  fine  type  of  true  masonic  manhood, 
and  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  masonry  should  be  prosperous  in  a 
community  whore  she  sets  before  the  world  such  an  example  of  the 
effect  of  her  teachings. 

The  end  of  this  communication  brings  to  a  close  my  official  relations 
with  this  body.  During  the  two  years  I  have  served  you,  my  labors 
have  been  considerable  :  I  have  endeavored  to  bring  to  their  discharge 
all  the  capacity  at  my  command.     For  the  honor  you  conferred  upon, 
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for  the  trust  nad  confidence  you  reposed  in  me,  in  cilling  me  to  this 
bigbl>  honorable  position,    I  havt*  been,    and  still  am,    most  Binet'rcly 
gmt(>fnl ;  and   for  the  brotherly  charity   and   generous   patience   with 
which  you  have  borne  my  many  short-comings  and  imiH^rfeetions  you 
have,   my  brethren,    my  most  heirtfelt  thanks.     The  remeuibrance  of 
your  kindne-is  will  never  cease  through  life   to  excite   in  me  the  most 
gratifying  and  pie  vsant  emotions.     When,  two  years  ago.  I  was  called  to 
this  position,  recx)gnizing  the  importance  of  the  charge  intrusted  into 
my  keeping,    I   could  but  regret  that  your  choice  had  not  fallen  upon 
Bome  one  of  the  many  among  you,  who,  by  their  wisdom,  age  and  exi>e- 
irience  were  so  much  better  qualified  to  suitably  represent  you,  and  to 
acceptably  fill  the  plac^^ ;  and  now  that  I  am  abjut  to  return  to  you  the 
trust,  I  feel  comforted  by  the  assurance  that  whatever  may  have  bet^u 
my  failures,  you  will  charitably  attribute  them  to  errors  of  the  he.id  and 
not  of  the  heart ;  that  snch  failuras  have  not  l>eeu  more  fretjueat,  and 
greater,  is  due  to  the  readiness  with  which   the  counsel  and  advice  of 
my  older  and  wiser  brethren  hiis  always  been  given  to  me.     In  return- 
ing to  my  position  in  the  ranks  of  the  masonic  brotherhood,  I  do  so 
with  a  higher  appreciation  and  a  hotter  understanding  of  the  work  that 
masonry  has  to  j>erform  in  tbis  world,  with  a  deeper  love  for  its  teach- 
ings, and  with  a  more  fixed  and  steadfast  purp  )se  to  endeivor  to  advance 
its  interests,  and  to  cirry  oat  its  humane  and  elevating  principles,  and 
I  trust  that  by  my  devotion  in  the  future   I   may  ba  able  to  atone  for 
whatever  mistakes  I   m>iy  have  committed  while  in  officiid   position. 
And  now,  my  brethren,  we  must  to  work  ;  other  duties  more  important 
called  you  here  and  need  your  attention,   and  I  will  no  longer  detain 
yon  from  them.     In  their  discharge  may  we  seek  and  obtain  the  guid- 
ance of  Him  whom  all  masons  confess,  and  whose  aid  we  are  taught  to 
invoke  in  all  our  important  undertakings,  and    then   whatever  we   do 
mnst  redound  to  our  good.     Again  thanking  you  for  your  i)ast  kindness 
to,  and  great  i>atience  with  me,  and  begging  for  the  continuance  (f  the 
same  forliearance  during  the  few  days  I  shall  yet  preside  over  you,  I 
bring  this  already  too  lengthy  and  tedious  address  to  a  dose. 
Fniteniiilly  Fubmitted. 

H.  (\  TOMl'KIXS, 

Grand  Master. 
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GRAND  SECRETARY  OF  TENNESSEE. 

Brother  John  Frizzell,  P.  G.  M.,  and  R  W.  Grand 
Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Tennessee,  being  pre- 
sent, was  introduced  to  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  and 
through  him  to  the  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and 
invited  to  a  seat  in  the  East. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  and  the  Grand  Secretary  made 
their  Annual  Reports,  au'd  they  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Fiuance.     (See  Appendix.) 

RESTORING  FORFEITED   CHARTERS. 

On  motion  of  Brother  Grand  Secretary,  all  Lodges, 
the  charters  of  which  had  been  forfeited  for  non-pay- 
ment of  dues,  or  non-representation  for  two  years,  and 
which  had  paid  up  their  dues  in  full,  were  reinstated. 

IN  MEMORY  OF  BROTHER  JAMES  HERVEY  JOINER. 

Brother  Myles  J.  Greene,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Work,  presented  the  following  memorial  in  relation 
to  Brother  James  Hervey  Joiner,  long  a  member  of  the 
Committee ;  and  the  memorial  was  unanimously  adopted 
by  a  rising  vote. 

M,  W.  Grand  Master:— 

Before  beginDing  our  report,  and  in  behalf  of  the  Committee,  I  ask 
the  indiilgence  of  the  Grand  Lodge  for  a  few  moments.  The  sight  of 
this  vacant  chair,  driiped  in  the  habiliments  of  mourning,  touches  our 
hearts  with  a  sorrow  almost  too  deep  for  utterance.  But  we  wish  to 
give  some  expression  to  our  deep  sense  of  the  great  loss  which  we,  as  a 
Committee,  have  sustained,  as  well  as  our  personal  bereavement,  in  the 
death  of  oar  once  loved  and  now  lamented  Brother— James  Hervey 
Joiner— which  sad  event  occurred  on  the  6th  day  of  September,  A.  D. 
1881.  While  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  other  branches  of  the  masonic 
family,  with  which  be  was  connected,  are  adopting  suitable  measures 
to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  this  good  man  and' mason,  we,  who  sue- 
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taioed  Rnch  intimate  relations  to  bim,  wish,  as  best  we  can,  to  euiplia- 
sixe  those  virtues  which  so  eminently  distingiiishoil  his  cbariioter,  and 
which  drew  him  so  close  to  oar  hearts.  In  the  life  of  Brother  Joiner, 
all  the  exalted  tenets  and  cardinal  virtues  of  Freemasonry  had  a  faithful 
and  beantiful  exemplification.  And  so  long  as  we  love  and  revere  these 
cbaracteristics  of  true  masonic  manhood,  so  long  will  his  dear  memory, 
fresh  and  green,  abide  in  onr  hearts. 

M.  J.  GIIEENE, 
Chairman  Com.  on  Work. 

REPOUT  OX  THE  E.  A.  DEGREE. 

Brother  Mjles  J.  Greene,  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Work,  made  report  on  the  E.  A.  Degree,  and  the 
report  was  received  and*  concurred  in. 

81»ECIAL  ORDER  FOR  THE  F.  C.  DEGREE. 

On  motion  of  Brother  James  M.Briindidge,  the  report 
on  the  F.  C.  Degree  was  made  the  special  order  for  to- 
morrow morning  at  9  o'clock. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  Brother  Grand 
Secretary,  and  it  was  adopted : 

NEW  CHARTER  TO  PETTUSATLLE  NO.  207. 

liesdveil.  That  a  new  charter  be  granted  to  Pettusville  Lodge  No.  207, 
in  lien  of  its  old  charter,  which  has  been  lost. 

And  then,  after  prayer  by  the  R.  W.  and  Rev.  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to 
refreshment  until  to-morrow  morning  at  8.^  o'clock. 


1881.]  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA.  25 


IN  GRAND  LODGE. 


Tuesday  Morning,  December  6,  1881. 
The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to 
labor  at  8.J  o'clock,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Henry 
Clay  Tompkins,  presiding  ;  the  other  Grand  Officers  at 
their  several  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  E.  W.  and  Eev.  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

REPORT  ON  THE  F.  0.  DEGREE. 

Brother  Myles  J.  Greene,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Work,  made  report  on  the  F,  C.  Degree,  and  the 
report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

SPECIAL  ORDER  FOR  8  o'CLOCK. 

On  motion  of  Brother  James  M.  Brundidge,  the  report 
on  the  M.  M.  Degree  was  made  the  Special  Order  for 
8  o'clock  this  evening. 

REPORT  ON  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Brother  Oliver  S.  Beers,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Correspondence,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  repdrt  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

SPECIAL  REPORT  ON  CORRESPONDENCE. 

The  Committee  oo  Foreign  Correspoodeuce  beg  leave  to  report  npoa, 
and  Ask  yoar  Rpecial  cousideration  of  the  circumstaoces  attendiug,  and 
the  present  condition  of,  the  movement  to  eBtabliRh  the  new 


26  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  [1881. 

OBAND   t,OIX;E   OF   NEW   SOFTH    WALES. 

recently  formed  iu  the  British  Province  of  that  name,  and  comprising 
iu  its  area  of  control,  ail  tlm  civilizod  portions  of  the  CoiU'uiental  Inland 
of  Australia. 

'1  be  Lodges  in  thiH  masonic  territory  were  heretofore  (and  are  still 
claimed  to  be)  governed  by  the  Grand  Lodges  of  England,  Scotland  and 
Ireland,  the  first  having  esLiblished  23.  the  second  16  and  the  last  6 
Lodges.  Until  1877  willing  obedience  was  rendered  by  these  subordin- 
fdcR  to  their  mother  Grand  Lodges.  Albeit,  the  large  contributions 
(taxation)  demanded  by  them,  and  the  inefficiency  of  their  government 
and  protection  to  these  remote  Lnlges,  caused,  on  the  part  of  the  latter, 
frequent  complaint  of  governmeuUil  exactions  disproportioned  to  the 
protection  and  usefulness  of  thj  Governing  Bodies. 

These  and  other  ditficuhies  prejudicial  to  the  Lodges,  and  thus 
opposed  to  the  ''good  i»f  masonry."  seem  to  have  impressed  the  minds 
of  many  inttlligeut  brethren  of  that  region  with  the  conviction  that  a 
change  of  government  was  needed.  Tue  subsequent  full  and  intelli- 
gent discussion  of  their  condition  and  necessities,  caused  the  convic- 
tion, on  the  part  of  many  thoughtful  and  judicious  masons,  that  an 
independent  masonic  government  in  Australia  was  essential  to  the  effi- 
ciency, progress  and  development  of  masonr}'  in  that  region  ;  and  with 
that  conviction  came  to  them,  naturally  and  inevitably,  the  longing  for 
independence  ;  as  under  similar  conditions  it  came  to  and  was  made 
operative  in  Canada  and  other  Hriti;ih  Provinces.  A  careful  p^TUsal  of 
the  circuhirs  and  printed  proceedings,  relating  to  this  subject,  gives  us 
ample  assurance  of  the  intelligence  and  capacity  for  government  of 
the  masons  of  New  South  Wales  who  initiated  and  have  consummated 
the  separation  of  this  Province  from  the  masonic  control  of  the  Grand 
Lodges  of  Great  BriUiin— for,  be  it  remembered,  that  with  or  without 
recognition  from  abroad  this  separation  is  a  fixed  fact. 

We  are  also  very  favorably  impressed  with  the  prudent  and  concilia- 
tory method  of  their  proceedings.  They  were  first  careful  to  arrive  at 
correct  coneluhions  in  the  premises,  and  then  assured  that  their  convic- 
tions, thus  deliberattdy  formed,  were  iu  full  accord  with  established 
masonic  usage  and  precedent,  as  illustrated  in  the  formation  and  recog- 
nition of  othvr  (rrand  Lodges,  especially  tho?»e  of  Canada,  Nova  Scotia, 
d  al.  of  British  origin,  they  proceeded  first  to  importune  the  mother 
Grand  Lodges  for  the  privilege  of  independence,  and  failing  in  that,  at 
length  asserted  their  right  to  it.  We  are  not  fully  advised  of  the  reasons 
for  this  refusal  on  the  part  of  the  (irand  Lodges  of  Great  Britiin,  and 
can  discover  no  reasonable  answer  on  their  part  to  the  equital»le  and 
rebj)ectful  overtures  ot  ''New  South  Wales,''  for  an  iude|>endence  use- 
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fill  to  theio,  and  not  at  all  derogatory  to  their  former  sovereigns.  Free- 
dom *r  contest  once  begao,  is  not  apt  to  tarry  in  its  progre^ss  towards 
Bacc<^ss,  and  we  find  in  this  cise  the  iisnal  steady  mnrch  of  events,  from 
the  eoni;eptiou  of  the  liberty  i\ex  to  the  consumratitiou  of  iudei^end- 
enc«,  despite  the  apparently  ciptious  opposition  of  the  powers  whose 
dnty  and  privilege  (as  we  esteem  it)  it  was  to  nnrture  and  promote  the 
principles  which  originateJ  this  progressive  movement. 

This  organization  in  its  iucipiency  elicited  our  sympathy,  as  we 
deemed  it  saggestive  of  good  to  masonry  in  the  far  off  isles  of  the 
Pacific  :  bnt  we  awaited  that  evidence  of  unanimity  and  determination 
on  the  part  of  our  Australian  brethren,  entitling  them  to  recognition, 
which  has  now  been  furnished  by  the  interesting  reports  recently  sub- 
mitted to  us  ;  and  here  we  take  occa>sion  to  remark,  that  we  deem  the 
establishment  of  a  Grand  Lodge,  in  any  territory  of  this  descriptiau,  a 
matter  of  supreme  importance,  requiring,  in  our  opinion,  the  consent 
and  approval  of  at  least  a  majoiity,  of  the  Lodges  and  Brethren  inter- 
ested, to  give  reasonable  assurance  of  its  propriety  and  necessity. 

We  arf^  assured  that  the  following  statement,  made  by  M.  W.  Gmud 
Master  James  S.  Faruell,  in  his  circular  address  of  May,  1881,  are  facts 
pertinent  to  this  case,  and  for  these  and  other  reasons  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  accompanying  resolution  providing  for  the  full  recog- 
nition of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  ''New  South  Wales." 

Grand  Master  Famell,  concluding  his  argument  in  favor  of  recogni- 
tion, says  : 

I  now  snbmit  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales  is  entitled 
to  recognition  from  your  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  as  an  Indepemkni 
Grand  T/xlje — 

1st.  Because  when  it  was  founded  the  territory  was  masonically  unoc- 
cupied. 

2d.  Becanse  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales  was  established  by 
the  duly  appointed  delegates  from  thirteen  warranted  Lodges  of  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons. 

3d.  Because  in  its  establishment  every  care  was  taken  to  f)ll()w  close- 
ly in  the  footsteps  of  those  Grand  Lodges  wliich  have  b.^en  established 
in  other  portions  of  the  British  Dominions,  and  whicii  Grand  Lodges 
are  duly  recognized  by  all  Grand  Lodges  as  being  Sister  Soveitign  Grand 
I/xlges. 

4ih.  Beciuse  nince  the  establishment  of  the  Gnind  Lodge  of  New 
South  Wales  its  Subordinate  Lodges  have  and  are  increasing  in  num- 
bers, there  being  now  twenty  five  Lodges  under  its  jurisdiction,  all 
being  in  the  highest  state  of  ac<*ord  and  prosperity. 

5th.  Becanse  while  the  Lodges  under  the  English  Constitution  have 
not  as  yet  given  in  their  allegiance  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South 
Wales,  it  is  solely  to  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that  the  District  (irand 
Master  of  the  English  Constitution  here  hasj  prohibited  them  from  so 
doing  under  the  penalty  of  suspension  and  expulsion, 

Hth.  Because  prior  to  the  erection  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South 
Wales  tbiH  territory  was  masonically  unoccupied,  an<l  as  the  ere«^tion  of 
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the  Grand  Lod^e  of  New  South  Wales  was  effected  by  thirteen  Masonic 
Lodges,  and  that  every  Lodge  in  the  territory  had  doe  and  timely  notice, 
and  every  step  was  taken  in  a  just  and  lawfnl  manner,  the  erection  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  SSoath  Wales  was  lawfnl,  and  consequently  it 
is  entitled  to  recognition  as  an  Independent  Grand  Lodge. 

BECOONITION. 

Resolvedt  That  the  Grand  Lorlge  of  Alabama,  respectfully  acknowl- 
edging the  receipt  of  the  interesting  records,  covering  more  than  four 
years  of  creditably  persistent  effort  on  the  part  of  oar  Brethren  of  Aus- 
tralia to  secure  independence  and  the  recogniion  of  their  new  Grand 
Lodge,  hereby,  with  cordial  fraternal  greetings,  recognize  and  acknowl- 
edge  the  independence  and  sovereignty  of  M.  W.  Gb4Md  Lodge  of 
New  South  Wales. 

Expressing  an  earnest  desire  for  the  future  success  and  usefulness  of 
this  new  masonic  organization ;  we  are  deeply  impressed  with  the 
importance  of  its  location  and  other  characteristics,  so  significant  of 
power  and  controlling  influence  in  the  far  East. 

We  tender  also  to  this  new  Grand  Lodge  all  usual  and  proper  masonic 
courtesies,  inviting  an  interchange  of  correspondence  and  representa- 
tion. 

OLIVER  S.  BEERS, 

Chairman  of  Committee. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  announced  the  foUowmg 
as  the  regular 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 
On  Chabtebed  Lodges. 


No.  1. 


Thomas  B.  Clark, 
Thomas  H.  Amberson, 
Nathan  Landers, 

Benjamin  F.  Warren, 
George  M.  D.  Lowry, 
John  S.  Blair, 

Benjamin  F.  McGangbey, 
Thomas  Jeffers, 
Richard  A.  Ramsey, 


No.  2. 


No.  3. 


Amasa  L.  Palmer, 
Calvin  H.  Simmons. 


Andrew  J.  Bradley, 
William  D.  Smith. 


John  Y.  Johnston, 
John  C.  Han  berry. 
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No.  4. 


George  R  Boyd, 
Levi  WilkioBOD, 
Llewelyn  SpigeDer, 

Thomas  H.  Barge, 
ADdrew  J.  NaoDelly, 
Alfred  fl.  Lee, 

William  P.  Stallworth, 
William  T.  Chapman, 
Thomas  H.  Bailey, 

John  M.  Clark, 
George  C.  Saunders, 
George  E.  Kumpe, 

Edwin  H.  Robinson, 
Lamartine  O.  Hicks, 
Aaron  Richard, 

Samuel  W.  Pegnes, 
Alexander  Beck, 
Fletcher  J.  Cowart, 

James  S.  Dickinson, 
Junie  Harwood, 
George  Williams, 


No.  5. 


No.  6. 


No.  7. 


No.  8. 


No.  9. 


No.  10. 


Griffin  R.  Callahan, 
Lovett  H.  Goodwin. 


William  B.  Cross, 
Thomas  P.  Savage. 


Calvary  Williams, 
James  M.  Winfrey. 


William  A.  Stripling, 
Moses  D.  Piuson. 


John  T.  Greene, 
Harrison  J.  Clark. 


Joseph  P.  Barnett, 
James  Mills,  Jr. 


George  C.  Gowdy, 
Walter  H.  Mathews. 


Dispensations. 


No.  1. 


John  DeLoach, 
James  L.  Dunklin, 
James  T.  Beck, 

Harrison  Purcell, 
William  R.  Julian, 
Joseph  W.  Ferguson, 


Benjamin  T.  Wilson, 
N.  Terrell  Underwood. 


No.  2. 


John  F.  Register, 
Anthony  D.  Sampoy. 
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Finance. 


Oliver  S.  Beers, 
William  G.  Cocbmno, 
Willis  A.  DowDR, 


Philip  C.  Candidnb', 
Andrew  J.  Armstrong, 
Wurner  P.  Keunon, 


William  Wallace  Screws, 
Thomas  J.  Brewer. 


By-Laws. 


Willis  H.  Chapman, 
George  E.  Geise. 


Propobitjokb  and  Gbievanceh. 


Daniel  Smith, 
William  S.  Pcnick, 
DeWitt  C.  White, 


Ralph  T.  ArmRtrong, 
Pleasant  W.  Spear. 


Doings  of  Grand  Officers. 


George  W,  Taylor, 
William  H.  Grayson, 
Benjamin  H.  Warren, 


John  F.  Graham, 
James  D.  Falkner. 


Leave  of  Absence. 


William  S.  Foster, 
James  A.  Bilbro, 
Frederick  H.  Smith, 


Augnstns  L.  Milligan, 
Henry  F.  Montgomery. 


Brother  Wilson  Williams  offered  the  foUowiDg  pre- 
amble and  resolution,  and  the  former  was  concurred  in, 
and  the  latter  was  adopted : 

AS  TO  OPELIKA  LODGE  NO.  195. 

Whereas  Opelika  Lodge  No.  105  has  ceased  to  oxint  by  reason  of  the 
forfeiture  of  its  charter,  so  declared  at  the  last  commnuication  of  this 
Grand  Lodge,  held  in  December,  1H80  ;  and,  wuereas,  at  the  time  of 
said  forfeiture  said  Lodge  was  indebted  to  some  of  its  members  as  well 
as  to  other  individuals,  for  materials  furnished  said  Lodge,  and  for 
money  j>aid  to  liquidate  its  former  debts ;  therefore  be  it— 

Jiesolrnl,  That  R  M.  Greene,  a  member  of  said  Lodge,  be  and  he  is 
hereby  appointed  a  committee  to  take  charge  of  all  the  furniture,  jewels 
and  assets  of  said  Lodge,  (except  the  dues  owing  b}'  members),  and  dis- 
I)Oso  of  the  hume  to  best  adv'iutage,  liquidate  and  pay  the  debts  of  suid 
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Lodge,  and  report  in  the  premises  to  the  next  annual  commnnication 
of  this  Grand  Lodge.  If  possible  he  will  reserve  the  jewels  ol  said 
Lodge,  and  retarn  the  same  to  this  Grand  Lodge  at  its  next  annual 
commanication. 

Brother  Henry  Clay  Armstrong,  from  the  Committee 
to  which  was  referred  the  address  of  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Master,  made  the  following  report,  and  the  report  was 
received  and  concurred  in,  and  the  resolution  adopted : 

REPORT  ON  GRAND  MASTER'S  ADDRESS. 

To  the  3/.  W.  Grand  Lfxhje  of  Alabama : 

The  Committee  on  the  M.  W.  Gmud  Master's  Address,  on  account  of 
the  short  time  allowed  them,  have  boon  unable  to  give  the  address  of 
our  diKtiuguished  M.  W.  Grand  Master  the  considerution  it  merits. 
We  therefore  content  ourselves  with  the  expression  that  it  is  all  that 
could  have  been  expected  from  one  who  has  always  shown  such  interest 
and  zeal  for  the  fraternity. 

Your  Committee  recommend  thnt  so  much  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Mas- 
ter's address  as  relates  to  the  granting  of  charters  and  dispensations  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Dispensations. 

That  the  several  rulings  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence. 

Your  Committee  most  heartily  join  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  in  the 
timely  suggestion  made  to  the  subordinate  Lodges  for  aid  for  oar  suifer- 
ing  brethren  in  Michigan,  and  we  are  confident  that  they  will  not  turn  a 
deaf  car  to  the  appeal,  but  will  promptly  render  such  assistance  as  may 
be  in  their  power. 

The  beautiful  and  worthy  tribute  of  our  M.  W.  Grand*  Master  to  the 
life  and  services  of  our  deceased  brother,  James  U.  Joiner,  strikes  a 
sympathetic  cord  in  the  breast  of  nil,  and  we  recommend  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  to  draft  suitable  resolutions  expressive  of  our  sor- 
row, and  that  a  page  in  our  proceedings  be  set  apart  to  his  uiemory. 

Y'our  committee  also  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  reso- 
lution : — 

lUaolved,  That  the  Grand  Secretary  is  hereby  authorized  and  requested 
to  forward  to  the  Subordinate  Lodges,  as  soon  as  practicable,  a  circular 
letter  calling  their  attention  to  the  suffering  condition  of  our  brethren 
in  Michigan. 

Fraternally  submitted.  H.  CLAY  ARMSTRONG, 

JAMES  T.  BECK, 
NICHOLAS  STALLWORTH, 

Committee. 
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And  the  Special  Committee  on  the  death  of  Brother 
James  Hervey  Joiner  was  appointed  as  follows  : 

Brothers  John  Gideon  Harris, 
John  R.  Goldthwaite, 
Nicholas  Stallworth. 

And  then,  after  prayer  by  the  R  W.  and  Rev.  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to 
refreshment  until  this  evening  at  7  o'clock. 
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IN  GRAND  LODGE. 


Tuesday  Evening,  December  6, 1881. 
The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to 
labor  at  7  o'clock,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Henry  Clay 
Tompkins,  presiding ;  the  other  Grand  Officers  at  their 
several  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  R.  W.  and  Rev.  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

Brother  William  T.  Titcomb,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Suspensions,  Expulsions,  and  Appeals,  made 
report,  and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

SUSPENSIONS,  EXPULSIONS,  AND  APPEAI^. 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Orand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

The  Committee  on  SospeDBioDs,  Expalsions,  and  Appeals,  respectfully 
submits  the  following  report : — 

Ist  Ou  the  appeal  of  Brother  W.  B.  Foster,  W.  M.  of  Mobile  Lodge 
No.  40,  from  the  decision  of  said  Lodge  in  the  trial  of  Brother  Boss 
Brown,  nnder  the  charge  of  nnmasonic  conduct,  with  specifications 
alleging  that  the  said  Ross  Brown  had  been  guilty  of  public  intoxica- 
tion on  a  certain  day,  December  22d,  1880,  that  he — Boss  Brown — had, 
about  that  time,  made  threats  against  the  life  of  Brother  Frederic  John- 
son, in  the  presence  of  several  brothers,  and  that  he — Ross  Brown— had, 
about  the  same  time,  procured  a  loaded  pistol,  and  proceeded  with  it  to 
said  Johnson's  place  of  business,  and  threatened  to  shoot  him,  in  viola- 
tion of  his  duty  as  a  mason. 

At  this  trial,  Brother  Brown  did,  after  the  reading  of  the  charge  and 
specifications,  plead  guilty,  whereupon  the  taking  of  testimony  was  dis- 
pensed with,  and  the  Lodge  proceeded  to  vote  upon  the  penalty  to  be 
paid.  The  result  was  a  decision  to  subject  Brown  to  a  reprimand.  The 
3 
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WorBliipful  Master  refused  toadmiDister  this  puDishment  on  the  ground 
that  it  WAS  inadequate  to  the  offense,  and  appealed  to  the  Grand  Lodge. 

We  think  that  our  brethren  of  Mobile  Lodge  No.  40  erred  through 
the  infliction  of  a  penalty  entirely  disproportionate  to  the  offense  com- 
mitted. Trivial  punishments  for  serious  violations  of  masonic  law,  are 
bat  premiums  on  the  repetition  of  similar  misdeeds.  There  are  times 
in  which  the  seal  of  condemnation  should  be  sternly  set  upon  acts  of 
lawlessness  and  violence.  The  tendency  is  directly  toward  no  end  of 
trouble  when  discipline  is  lax,  especitilly  when  human  life  is  held  by 
some  BO  cheap.  Besides,  unless  the  stigma  of  inebriation  is  well  marked 
by  our  Lodges,  masonic  beauty  must  in  some  places,  ere  long,  change 
to  deformity. 

Reluctant  to  take  exception  at  any  cour$;e  pursued  by  our  brethren  of 
Mobile,  we,  nevertheless,  recommend  that  the  decision  ot  Mobile  Lodge 
No.  40,  in  the  case  of  Brother  lloss  Brown,  be  reversed,  and  that  the 
penalty  imposed  on  said  offender  be  suspension  from  the  privileges  and 
benefits  of  masonry  for  %ix  months. 

WILLIAM  Y.  TITCOMB, 

Chairman  of  Committee. 

And  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  appends  the  fol- 
lowing conclusion  : 

CONCLUSION. 

The  consideration  of  matters  again  brought  to  the  attention  of  this 
committee,  suggests  the  propriety  of  pointedly  calling  to  the  notice  of 
subordinate  Lodges  an  e<lict  of  the  Grand  Lodge  heretofore  adopted  for 
the  suppression  of  drunkenness  and  profanity  among  our  brethren. 
That  edict  requires  the  administration  of  Lodge  discipline  with  refer- 
ence to  all  public  exhibitions  of  intoxication  or  profane  language  on 
the  part  of  masons. 

Do  subordinate  Lodges,  generally,  especially  country  Lodges,  heed 
the  demands  of  that  edict?  Master  Masons  are  bound  by  their  tenure 
to  pay  respect  to  its  requisitions.  If  a  brother,  who  offends  in  either 
particular  embraced  in  said  edict,  bo  a  man  of  great  influence,  exten- 
sive connections,  or  large  means,  the  more  striking  will  be  the  lesson 
inculcated  by  his  punishment.  Profanes  will  more  clearly  see  that 
masonic  assumptions  are  not  mere  pretensions,  palpable  shams ;  they 
will,  on  the  contrary,  discern  through  the  medium  of  our  actions,  those 
glorious  and  heaven-born  principles  underlying  the  grand  fabric  of 
which  we  are  so  justly  proud.  Masonry  will  shed  a  more  conspicuous 
enlightenment,  and  our  glorious  temple,  with  continents  reposing  beneath 
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its  base,    and  climates  enveloping  its  radiant  sky. piercing  pinnacles, 
will  be,  yet  more,  the  admiration  of  the  virtaons  and  noble,  the  world 
over. 
All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

W.  Y.  TITCOMB. 

Chairman. 

BEPORT  ON  CORRESPONDENCK 

Brother  Oliver  S.  Beers,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Correspondence,  presented  his  report,  and  it  was 
received  and  ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  Proceedings. 

Brother  Samnel  W.  Pegues,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  9,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  9. 

To  the  M.   W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  9,  ask  leave  to  sabmit 
their  report  They  have  carefally  examined  the  Retams  in  their  hands, 
and  find  the  following 

ooebect: 


BnaseUville No.  371 

GainesviUe "  375 

Robert  E.  Lee "  379 

Ohatchee "  380 

E.H.  Cook "  381 

Birmingham  FrateroaL ..."  38i 

Newborgh "  388 

North  Border "  391 


Hickory  Flat No.  392 

Valley  Head "  394 

Falkville "  396 

Hartselle "  398 

Haw  Ridge "  399 

Hanceville "  400 

Childersburg "  403 

Hoboken *'  404 


imoobbect: 

Sauti.  Cbbek  No.  376.— Reports  19  members  paying  Dues,  and  2 
dimitted  aft^r  date  for  closing  Report,  making  21  ;  while  daes  are  paid 
for  only  16  ;  therefore  dae  the  Grand  Lodge  $2.50.  Namber  of  mem- 
bers not  specified  in  table  of  Dues. 

Laxs  Citt  No.  377. — Namber  of  lodge  not  indorsed  on  the  back ; 
dues  not  paid  for  2  members  who  are  not  indicated  as  ministers. 

Bem  Pops  No.  383. — No  daes  paid  for  1  member  not  marked  as  M. 
G.,  no  date  to  suspensions  for  non-payment  of  dues,  date  A.  D.  and 
A.  L.  not  filled  out 
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Trinity  No.  386. — Adds  an  additioDal  colnmn  for  amonnt  of  dnes  for 
each  member,  and  which  is  not  reqaired  by  the  blauk.  This  lodge 
probably  works  in  the  day  time  as  it  conferred  the  M.  M.  Degree  on 
4  OD  the  same  date. 

Opeusa  No.  395. — No  seal  and  date  in  the  caption  incorrect. 

BiiACK  Oak  No.  39'/.— This  lodge  rctarus  a  member  (Wood)  in  1881 
which  it  did  not  return  in  1880,  and  no  accoant  of  how  it  got  him. 

Grken  Hill  No.  402.  —Name  and  number  not  indorsed  on  the  back. 

Newbuboh  No.  388. — This  lodge  violates  section  9.  Article  VI,  of  the 

Constitution  by  initiating,  passing,  and  raising  a  candidate  on  the  same 

day. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

SAMUEL  W.  PEGUES, 

ALEXANDER  BECK, 

FLETCHER  J.  CO  WART, 

JOSEPH  P.  BAUNETT, 

JAMES  MILLS  Jb.  , 

Committee. 

Brother  Harrison  Piircell,  from  the  Committee  on 
Dispensations  No.  2,  made  the  following  report,  and  the 
report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  DISPENSATIONS  NO.  2. 

Your  Committee  on  Dispensations  No.  2  fraternally  report  that— 

Albebtyill  Lodge  No.  430, 

a  lodge  working  under  a  Dispensation  from  this  Grand  Lodge,  has 
requested  through  a  letter  irom  the  Master  and  the  Secretary  of  said 
lodge,  that  their  DispensjUion  be  continued  one  year,  giving,  as  your 
Committee  think,  good  reasons  therefor.  Your  Committee  have  exam- 
ined the  minuter,  and  find  them  neatly  kept,  and  therefore  recommend 
that  the  request  be  complied  with. 

Your  Committee  has  also  carefully  examined  the  minutes  of — 

MiLO  Abebcbombie  Loek^e  No.  429, 

a  lodge  working  under  Dispensation.  We  find  them  neatly  and  cor- 
rectly kept ;  we  recommend  that  a  charter  be  granted  the  lodge  on  the 
payment  of  the  n»nal  charges,  and  also  that  the  lodge  be  authorized  to 
elect  officers  forthwith. 

Your  Committee  has  also  examined  the  minutes  of — 
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Steel's  Station  Lodge  No.  432, 

a  lodge  working  nnder  DiRpensation  from  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  find 
tbem  neat,  nud  very  nearly  correct  in  form.     We  therefore  recommend 
that  a  Charter  be  granted. 
All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted, 

HARRISON  PURCELL, 

Chairman. 

Brother  Thomas  H.  Barge,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  5,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  5. 

To  the  Jf.    W.   Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

Yoar  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  5  beg  leave  to  make  report. 
Upon  carefnl  examination  we  find  the  following 

oobbect: 


Aberfoil No.  181 

186 
187 
188 
190 
191 
193 
200 
*203 


Catania 

Landmark. . . 
Clintonville 
Tombigbee. . 
Bmsh  Creek 
Hopewell . . . 
Sylacaoga . . . 
VaUey 


Manning  Spring No.  204 

Pettusville "  207 

Alexandria **  208 

Marshall •*  209 

York "  211 

Putnam  1881 "  212 

Sam  Dixon **  218 

Lineville «*  219 


INCOBBECr: 

Moukt  E^gle  No.  185. — The  names  of  two  that  had  been  Entered, 
Passed,  and  Raised,  nnder  all  the  different  heads  of  E.  A.,  F.  C,  and 
M.  M.,  contrary  to  instructions  ;  initials  set  down  instead  of  fall  name  ; 
seal  illegible. 

Caledonia  No.  198. — The  word  "none"  not  under  several  heads  accord- 
ing to  instructions  ;  Master's  name  signed  where  the  name  of  the  lodge 
ought  to  be ;  seal  illegible. 

KiLioEE  No.  199.— Reports  2  dimitted,  but  the  names  not  given. 

PuTNAac  No.  212. — Word  **none"  not  written  under  several  heads 
according  to  directions. 

Buij:j>bb8  No.  215.— Seal  crank-sided  and  the  date  A.  L.  not  filled  out. 
All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted, 

T.   H.    BARGE, 

Chairman. 
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Brother  Edwin  H.  Robinson,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  8,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  8. 

To  the  M,    W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alahania : 

Yoar  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  8,  have  carefally  examined 
the  Returns  submitted  to  tbem,  and  beg  leave  to  report  the  following 

oobrect: 

Van  Bnreu No.  355 

357 
358 
3(30 


x^'a*  V  va  ..•■•*•    ••••••    •• 

Nauafalia. 

3:15 

JohnKou 

337 

Clear  Creek 

340 

Pikeville 

344 

Bienville 

348 

Ozark 

340 

Wiliion  Williams 

351 

Rock  Mills 

353 

Heaton 

354 

Rutledge *  * 

Biirbour •• 

Newtonville •* 


Town  Creek  (2  years) "    361 

3G4 
307 


rieiiKant  Site 

Chandler " 

CroBH  Plains ••    308 

Athelstan "    369 


IKCORRECT : 

CHABrrr  No.  331.— Reports  a  brother  dimitted  on  November  17th,  3 
days  after  the  end  of  the  Masonic  year,  consequently  due  the  Grand 
Lodge  50  cents.     Date  A.  D.  and  A.  L.  not  filled  out. 

Blue  Ete  No.  332. — Reports  1  rejected,  and  1  dimitted,  but  does  not 
give  the  names,  seal  cranksided,  recapitulation  not  filled  out  with 
figures. 

Albert  Pike  No.  339.  —Not  signed  by  the  W.  M.,  and  name  and  num- 
ber of  the  lodge  not  filled  out  at  the  bottom. 

Echo  No.  345. — Table  of  Dues  and  Fees  not  filled  out. 

Siphey  No.  350. — Puts  the  amount  of  dues  at  the  eud  of  each  name 
which  is  not  required  by  the  blank,  date  A.  L.  not  filled  out,  repeats  the 
names  of  those  that  have  been  Raised  under  the  head  of  Fellow  Craft 
and  Entered  Apprentices,  contrary  to  instructions. 

CuESTEB  No.  303. — ^larks  a  brother  as  proxy  but  does  not  specify  of 
which  of  the  officers,  and  is  not  returned  as  a  member  of  the  lodge, 
scrupulously  avoids  putting  the  figures  in  the  recapitulation  between 
the  braces,  uses  initials  and  abbreviations,  docs  not  number  out  the 
members,  date  A.  L.  not  filled  out,  repeats  the  name  of  one  that  has 
been  raised  under  the  head  of  Fellow  Cr.ifts  aud  Entered  Appreutices 
contrary  to  instructions,  and  gives  no  dates. 
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CoTACo  No.  366.  —Table  of  daes  not  filled  oat,  marks  1  as  reinstated 
bat  doe8  not  give  the  name. 

All  of  which  i8  fraternally  submitted, 

EDWIN  H.  ROBINSON, 
LAMARTINE  O.  HICKS, 
H.  T.  CLARK, 

Committee. 

y(tta  bene.  The  Secretary  of  357  makes  a  note  that  bis  lodge  has  not 
been  in  the  habit  of  paying  daes  for  those  that  have  been  made  masons 
or  alYiliiited  daring  the  carreat  year/  If  it  has  not,  the  lodge  owes  daes 
for  all  that  have  not  been  paid  for.  Daes  are  payable  for  all  that  are 
members  of  the  lodge  on  the  14th  of  November,  the  end  of  the  masonic 
year,  except  M.  Gs. 

Brother  William  P.  Stallworth,  from  the  Committee 
on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  6,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  6. 

To  the  ^f.  W.  Grand  Lodga  of  Akihamn : 

Yonr  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  6,  beg  leave  to  report  that 
they  have  carefully  examined  tho  Returns  sabmitted  to  them,  and  find 
the  following  to  be 

COBUECT  : 


Tensaw No. 

Western  Star " 

Louisville " 

Saota  Fe " 

D:illas " 

Sepnlga 

Harpersville 

Bowen 

Coosa ** 

Ramer " 

Dawson 


It 


<( 


221 
222 
225 
226 
228 
233 
235 
241 
242 
243 
244 


Harrison No.  246 

Toluca •»     249 

Camp  Creek •* 

North  Port •• 

Rose  Hill " 

Gaylesville " 

Ervin •• 

Bellville " 

Tiilladega  .    .  " 

Meridian 


li 


251 
252 
253 
'<^56 
257 
260 
261 
265 


incobbect: 

Sandt  Rii>oe  No.  223. — No  seal.. 

Newton  No.  224.— Recapitulation  not  filled  up  according  to  direc- 
tions, the  word  none  not  written  under  headings  as  required,  dates  A.  D. 
and  A.  L.  not  filled  out. 

Faibmount  No.  238. —Table  of  Dues  and  Fees,  and  dates  A.  D,  and 
A.  L.  not  fiUcd  oat,  members  not  numbered. 
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John  Patnb  No.  245.  — BccapitalatioQ  not  fillad  oat,  date  A.  D.  and 
A.  L.  not  filled  oat,  no  seal. 

Cbopwell  No.  247.— No  date  to  Baspensions  N.  P.  D. 

Lawbkncb  No.  248.— Heading  not  filled  oat. 

Amand  No.  250. — Names  of  those  raised  to  M.  M.  Degree  repeated 
nnder  headings  of  F.  G.  and  E.  A.,  contrary  to  instractions. 

Randoij»h  No.  258.— Seal  illegible,  table  of  does  erroneoasly  filled 
cat. 
All  of  which  is  fraternally  sabmitted. 

W.  P.  STALL  WORTH, 
THOS.  H.  BAILEY. 
CALVARY  WILLIAMS, 

Committee. 

Brother  John  M.  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Char- 
tered Lodges  No.  7,  made  the  following  report,  and  the 
report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  7. 

To  the  JIf.  W,  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabatna : 

Yoar  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  7,  beg  leave  to  report  that 
they  have  carefnlly  examined  the  Retarns  sabmitted  to  them,  and  find 
the  following  to  be 

OOBBECT  : 

Moant  Pleasant No.  266  I  Gillespie No.  290 


Wind  Creek. 

Batler  Springs 

Clifton 

Larkinsville 

Daviston  (2  years). 

Georgiana 

Clinton 


•    267  I  Norns ••  301 

Ziou ••  304 

Central  City ••  305 

Jonesboro "  315 

Pleasant  Hill ••  321 

Bladisou  Station **  329 


270 
272 
277 
283 
285 
287 


incobbect: 

Pba  Riyeb  No  .271.— Table  of  Daes  not  filled  oat  with  the  namber  of 
members  and  ministers,  no  date  to  one  death. 

Fbankitobt  No.  275. — Does  not  designate  the  M.  Gs.,  bat  does  not 
charge  daes  for  3. 

Nobthsbn  No.  278.— Table  of  Daes  not  filled  ont  with  namber  of 
members  nor  M.  Gs. 

Spbinotilub  No.  280.— Table  of  Daes  not  filled  oat  with  the  namber 
of  members  and  M.  Gs.,  date  A.  L.  not  filled  oat 
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Chablks  Baskebyille  No.  281. — Table  of  Daes  not  filled  oat  with  the 
Domber  of  members  and  M.  G^.,  abbreviatioDS  used. 

Cluttsvilxs  No.  319. — Table  of  Daes  not  filled  ont  with  the  nnmber 
of  members.  Fee  for  Initiation  put  down  at  $10,  and  for  Baisiog  at  $15, 
whereas,  the  Constitntion  reqnires  that  the  Fee  for  Initiation  shall  not 
be  less  than  $15,  and  for  Raising  not  less  than  $10. 

Wabbbnton  No.  320.— Table  of  Recapitulation  gives  1  as  Passed, 
which  the  Returns  do  not  show,  and  gives  none  as  Eotered  while  the 
Returns  show  1.  Table  of  Fees  is  correctly  made  up,  but  the  body  of 
the  Report  sets  down  the  fees  as  $10  for  Passiag,  and  $5  for  Raising. 
The  amounts  ought  to  be  reversed. 

Viola  No.  321. — Gives  the  date  of  Initiating  a  candidate  as  Nov.  13, 
188U.  and  of  Passing  the  same  as  Oct  11,  I860. 

FoBKLAMD  No.  330.— Recapitulation  not  filled  out,  Returns  not  signed 
by  either  Master  or  Secretary. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

JOHN  M.  CLARK,  Chairman. 

REPORT  ON  THE  M.  M.  DEGREE. 

Brother  Myles  J.  Greene,  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Work,  made  report  on  the  M.  M.  Degree,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

Brother  John  Gideon  Harris,  Junior  Grand  Warden, 
made  the  following  report  on  the  death  of  Brother  James 
Hervey  Joiner,  and  the  report  was  received  and  unani- 
mously concurred  in : 

JAMES  HERVEY  JOINER. 

In  Manoriam, 

There  are  times  when  words  are  poor  vehicles  through  which  to  ex- 
press our  sorrow  and  convey  our  sympathy.  The  present  is  emi- 
nently so. 

The  Gavel  has  sounded,  the  Craft  have  assembled,  and  lo!  one  is  miss- 
ing. Shall  we  ask  who  it  is?  The  echo  comes  from  the  voiceless 
tomb — it  is  oar  beloved  brother  James  Hervey  Joiner,  for  eleven  years 
a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Work-  The  masonic  tools  have  dropped 
from  his  nerveless  grasp;  the  masonic  paraphernalia  have  been  silently 
laid  away,  pad  memorials  of  all  that  remains  to  us  of  an  upright  man 
and  honored  mason.     His  exemplary  life  tells  us  he  has  not  left  his 
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work  nnfiuished.  Under  his  hand  the  Roagh  Ashler  has  been  polished, 
the  Gauge  has  ruled  the  hoar,  the  Plamb  maintained  its  nprigbtness, 
and  the  Square  its  correctness. 

The  records  from  Creation's  dawn,  coming  down  throngh  the  ages, 
tell  of  the  ravages  of  the  fell  destroyer.  There  is,  however,  a  beauti- 
ful lesson  of  deep  philosophy,  breathing  a  song  of  sweet  consolation, 
amid  the  desolation  of  the  Dark  Angel ;  it  whispers  of  rest  and  refresh- 
ment in  the  Celestinl  Lodge  above  in  the  ear  of  the  just  and  upright 
mason,  whose  trust  rests  in  God.  To  him  it  whispers  of  a  palm  of  vic- 
tory and  a  crown  of  glory.  In  the  dark  and  trying  hour  of  departure 
from  oiirth,  wc  doubt  not  our  beloved  brother  heard  the  summons  from 
on  high,  borue  on  the  breath  of  angels : 

**Come  to  the  land  of  peace; 
Come  where  the  tempest  hath  no  longer  sway, 
The  shadow  passoth  from  the  soul  away; 

The  sounds  of  weeping  cease." 

The  character  of  brother  Joiner  combined  many  remarkable  traits. 
As  ft  private  member  of  society  he  was  distinguished  for  the  purity  of 
his  morals,  and  his  circumspect  conduct,  the  cautious,  yet  earnest  sim- 
plicity of  his  manner,  his  amiable  and  social  habits,  his  warm  and  dis- 
interested friendship,  his  sincere  devotion  to  principle;  all  these  vir- 
tues combined,  made  him  a  man  honoring  the  image  in  which  he  was 
created.  In  his  intercourse  with  his  fellow-men,  he  was  amiable,  polite, 
kind  ;  in  his  sphere  as  a  private  citizen,  be  was  a  model.  He  was  proud 
of  the  Order  of  Free  Masonry. 

As  ft  man,  he  was  exemplary  in  his  conduct,  gentlemanly  in  his  bear- 
ing, hospitable  in  his  family,  devoted  to  the  cause  of  truth  and  justice. 
As  a  citizen,  he  was  true  to  his  country,  and  wedded  to  principle.  As 
a  father  and  husband,  we  leave  the  tears  and  mourning  of  a  bereaved 
family^  who  miss  his  guidance  and  feel  their  loss,  to  speak  of  his  virtues. 

The  iciU  of  God  is  accomplished.  The  mortal  having  put  on  immortal- 
ity, the  corruptible  incorruptibility,  he  has  gone  from  the  scene  of  his 
earthly  labors,  as  we  trust  and  believe,  to  a  higher  and  nobler  sphere, 
where  the  wicked  cease  from  troubling,  and  the  weary  are  at  rest 

Rescilvedt  That  this  feeble  testimonial  of  our  appreciation  of  the  ma- 
sonic manhood  and  elevated  virtues  of  our  deceased  brother,  James 
Hervey  Joiner,  be  spread  on  the  minutes  of  this  Grand  Lodge. 

2d.     That  a  tablet  upon  the  records  of  this  Grand  Lodge  be  appro- 

pnated  to  his  memory,  whereon  shall  be  inscribed  his  name  and  age, 

the  day  of  his  death,  and  the  office  he  filled. 

JOHN  G.  HARRIS, 
NICHOLAS  STALLWORTH, 
JOHN  R.  GOLDTHWAITE. 

Committee. 
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Brother  Daniel  Smith,  ChairmaD  of  the  Committee 
on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  made  the  following  re- 
port, and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

PKOPoamoNS  and  grievances-no.  i. 

To  the  M.  W,  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  :■ 

Yonr  Committeo  on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  memorial  of  W.  J.  Peddy,  in  reference  to  the  action  of  yonr 
Grand  Lodge  at  yonr  last  Annual  Commauication,  in  the  matter  of  sale 
and  dinpoeition  of  proceeds  of  property  formerly  belonging  to  Rockford 
Lodge  No.  137,  would  most  respectfully  report  that  at  your  lost  Annual 
Communication  you  authorized  the  sale  of  said  property,  and  directed 
that  the  proceeds  ^e  turned  over  to  Weogufka  Lodge  No.  378.— See  Pro- 
ceedings of  1880,  pp.  48-9.  And  from  the  memorial  before  us  we  loam 
that  the  property  has  been  sold,  and  we  suppose  the  proceeds  have  been 
applied  as  directed,  thus  finally  disposing  of  said  property. 

Yonr  committee  would  further  report  thai  they  see  no  reason  why  this 
Grand  Lodge  should  undertake  to  undo  at  this  communication  what  it 
did  at  the  last 

We  therefore  ask  to  be  excused  from  further  consideration  of  the 
subject. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  and  fraternally  submitted. 

DANIEL  SMITH,  Chairman. 

Brother  Benjamin  F.  McGaughey,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  3,  made  the  following 
report,  and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  3. 

To  the  At.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alalxtma : 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  3,  have  carefully  examined 
the  Returns  submitted  to  them,  and  find  thu  following 

COBBECT  : 

Henry No.  91  Hermon No.  106 

Danville ••  95  Choctaw "    107 

Tnckabatchee "  96  Notasulga ••    119 

Lozahatchee **  97  Camp  Hill ••    120 

Fulton •*  98  Loachapoka ••    133 


Hartwell *'    101 

Good  Samaritan "   104 


Wyley ••    134 
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incobbect: 

Sawteb  No.  93.  —Members  not  nnmbered,  table  of  Does  not  filled  oat, 
seal  illegible,  word  none  not  written  nnder  the  several  heads  according 
to  directions. 

Salem  No.  99.  —Caption  not  filled  oat. 

Bbmson  No.  103.— Betams  for  1880  £.  A.  pat  ander  the  head  of  M.  M. 
and  M.  M.  pat  nnder  the  head  of  £.  A.,  and  abbreviations  osed.  In 
Retams  for  1881  Becapitalation  not  filled  ont,  the  word  none  not  writ- 
ten nnder  the  several  heads  as  it  onght  to  be,  abbreviations  osed,  seal 
a  mere  blur  with  lamp  black. 

Shuoh  No.  105. — Under  the  head  of  Degrees  Conferred  the  names 
are  repeated  ander  all  the  heads  of  £.  A.,  F.  C,  and  M.  M.,  contrary  to 
instructions. 

FoBXST  Hill  No.  110.—  Amount  of  Daes  put  at  the  end  of  each  name, 
which  is  not  provided  for  by  the  blank  and  not  required. 

Pebbyville  No.  117.— Name  of  Lodge  not  indorsed  on  the  back, 
table  of  Dues  not  filled  out  with  the  number  of  members  and  number 
of  ministers. 

Felix  No.  124.— Table  of  Dues  not  filled  out  with  the  number  of 
members  and  number  of  ministers,  date  A.  L.  not  filled  out. 

Hebndon  No.  125. — Name  of  lodge  not  indorsed  on  the  back. 

Oekeya  No.  129. — Name  and  number  not  indorsed  on  the  back,  table 
of  dues  not  filled  out,  no  seal. 

Yobxyille  No.  131. — Year  and  amount  of  dues  not  indorsed  on  the 
back,  recapitulation  not  filled  up,  amount  of  dues  put  at  the  end  of 
each  name  which  is  not  provided  for  by  the  blank  and  not  required, 
seal  not  plumb. 

BoANOKE  No.  132.  — Table  of  Dues  incorrectly  filled  out. 

Columbia  No.   135. —Number  of  lodge  not  inserted  in  the  caption, 

initials  and  abbreviations  used,  table  of  Dues  not  filled  out,  name  of 

Secretary  in  the  body  of  the  Return  not  the  same  as  the  one  signed  to 

it,  and  neither  of  them  is  marked  pro  tern. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

BENJAMIN  F.  McGADGHY, 

Chairman.' 

Brother  James  A.  Bilbro  offered  the  following  reso- 
latioD,  and  it  was  adopted. 

AS  TO  DRINKING  AND  SVTEARING. 

Hesolved,  That  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  shall,  at  some  convenient 
time  daring  the  next  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  pro- 
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pound  to  the  representatives  of  the  sabordinnte  lodges  then  in  atten- 
dance apon  the  Grand  Lodge,  the  following  qaeBtiou— 

Has  yoar  lodge  enforced  the  edict  of  the  Grand  Lodge  as  to  drunk- 
ennefis  and  profanity  ? 

Brother  Wilson  Williams  oflFered  the  following  pream- 
ble and  resolation,  and  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

NEW  CHARTER  TO  SALEM  NO.  99. 

Whereas,  Salem  Lodge  No.  99  has  been  deprived  of  itA  charter  by 
means  wholly  nuknown  to  the  members  of  said  lod^e,  and  without  fault 
on  the  part  of  the  lodge,  or  any  of  its  members,  therefore  be  it 

Resolvfd^  That  another  charter  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  ordered  to 
issae  to  said  lodge  free  of  charge. 

And  then  the  Grand  Lodge  proceeded  to  the  election 
of  Grand  Officers  for  the  ensuing  masonic  year,  Brother 
William  G.  Cochrane  and  James  G.  Cowan,  acting  as 
tellers  ;  and  the  election  resulted  as  follows  : 

ELECTION  OF  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

RuFDS  WiLi^  Cobb*. Montgomery Grand  Master. 

John  Hollih   Baickhbad Wetampka Depaty  Grand  Master. 

John  Gideon  Habris Livingston Senior  Grand  Warden. 

Mtl£S  Jeffebson  Gbeene.  .  .Talladega Junior  Grand  Warden. 

WtLLLiM  Hbnbt  Dinolet.  . . .  Montgomery Grand  Treasurer. 

DA3nEL  Satbb Montgomery  Grand  Secretary. 

James  Davidson Montgomery Grand  Tiler. 

(After  the  election  of  the  first  four  of  the  above  Grand 
Officers,  the  further  election  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow morning  at  11 J  o'clock,  and  when  it  was  re- 
sumed, it  resulted  as  above.) 

SPECIAL  •  ORDER. 

The  further  election  of  Grand  Officers  was  made  the 
Special  Order  for  to-morrow  morning  at  llj  o'clock 
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And  then,  after  prayer  by  the  B.  W.  and  Bev.  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to 
refreshment  until  to-morrow  morning  at  11^  o'clock. 
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IN  GRAND  LODGE. 


Wednesday  Morning,  December  7, 1881. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to 
labor  at  11^  o'clock,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Henry 
Clay  Tompkins,  presiding ;  the  other  Grand  Officers  at 
their  several  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  R.  W.  and  Kev.  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

At  11^  o'clock,  the  election  of  Grand  Officers,  it  being 
a  special  order,  was  resumed,  and  the  election  resulted 
as  recorded  in  yesterdaj's  proceedings. 

REPORT  ON  FINANCE. 

Brother  Oliver  S.  Beers,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  made  report,  and  the  report  was  received 
and  concurred  in.     {See  Appendix.) 

Brother  James  S.  Dickinson,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  10,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  10. 

To  the  M.   W.  Orand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

Your  Committe  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  10,  ask  leave  to  make  the 
following  report.  ThBy  have  examined  with  great  nare  and  attention 
the  Returns  anbrnitted  to  them,  and  find  the  following — 
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coBBEcr: 


North  River No.  407 


PoudtowD 

Jemison 

AmbersoD 

8alphur  Spring 

Williamsburg — 2  years. 


Cnllman  Fraternal No.  421 

409    Clanton "  423 

411  Belgreen— 2  years "  428 

412  Milo  Abercrombie **  429 

4U  I  Gadsden "  431 

416  I 

IXCORBECT  : 


DoBic  No.  406. — Caption  erroneonsly  filled  out,  no  date  to  1  death. 

HiLUBBOBo'  No.  40S — Table  of  Does  and  Fees  not  filled  out 

HeIiEna  No.  410.  —  No  date  to  Initiating  and  Passing  two. 

Oak  Level  No.  415.— Becapitolation  not  filled  oat,  table  of  Daes  not 
filled  out  with  the  number  of  members  and  M.  Gs. 

Geoboe  Smith  No.  417. — Members  not  nnmbered,  table  of  Dues  not 
filled  out  with  the  number  of  members;  20  members  are  reported,  2  of 
which  are  M.  Gs.,  but  only  17  are  paid  for,  due  the  G.  L.  50  cents; 
caption  erroneously  filled  up,  abbreviations  used,  4  rejections  are  re- 
ported but  no  names  given. 

Bboomtown  No.  420. — S.  W.  is  marked  as  dimitted,  but  his  name  is 
put  in  amongst  the  members,  but  no  dues  paid  for  him— due  the  Grand 
Lodge  50  cents.  Master's  name  signed  in  the  wrong  place. 

Shobtebvills  No.  422.— Returns  not  signed  by  either  Master  or  Sec- 
retary, abbreviations  are  used. 

Geoboe  Wilson  No.  424. — No  dates  given  to  1  entered,  passed,  and 
raised.  Initials  used,  number  of  members  not  put  down  in  the  table 
of  dues. 

Temple  No.  425.— No  dates  given  to  entering  and  passing  candidates, 
initials  and  abbreviations  used. 

Daniel  Pratt  No.  426. — Under  the  head  of  F.  Gs.  heretofore  reported 
pats  down  2,  but  gives  no  names,  gives  no  dates  to  2  initiated,  name  of 
1  dead  on  the  list  of  members,  2  not  paid  for  as  M.  Gs.  but  they  are  not 
indicated. 

Albebtvillb  No.  430.— Tabic  of  Dues  not  filled  out  with  the  number 
of  members,  dates  A.  D.  and  A.  L.  not  filled  out. 

Steel's  Station  No.  432. — Date  in  the  caption  and  dates  A.  D.  and 
A.  L.  not  filled  out,  table  of  Dues  not  filled  out  with  the  number  of 
members,  ink  so  pale  as  to  be  scarcely  legible. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

JAMES  S.  DICKINSON, 
JUNIE  HARWOOD. 
WALTER  H,  MATTHEWS, 
GEORGE  C.  GOWDEY, 

Committee. 
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Brother  George  M.  D.  Lowry,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  2,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  2. 

To  tfie  M.   W.   Grand  Lodge  of  Alobama: 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  2,  have  c&refally  examined 
the  Retams  submitted  to  them,  and  beg  leave  to  report  the  following 


COBBECT 


New  Market No.  62 

Greening "  53 

Amity ••  54 

Benton  •*  59 

TompkinsYille *•  61 

Eureka "  64 

Liberty '*  65 

Hampden  Sidney *'  67 


Howard No.  69 

Central "  70 

Tohopeka ••  71 

Solomon •*  74 

Anbnm **  76 

Friendship ••  83 

Meridian  Snn **  88 


IKCOBBECT  : 

MounT  MoBiAH  No.  55. — Caption  not  filled  oat,  table  of  Does  not 
filled  out,  no  date  to  3  dimitted,  initials  and  abbreviations  used,  not 
signed  by  the  W.  M.,  no  seal. 

Trot  No.  56. — Abbreviations  nsed. 

TcBKSOSE  No.  57.  —Does  not  give  the  time  of  regular  oommnnioations. 

Sinrr  Johns  No.  62.— Recapitulation  lettered  out  instead  of  being  in 
figures,  has  55  members,  dues  are  paid  for  53  and  there  is  only  1 M.  G.  — 
dad  the  G.  L.  50  cents. 

Social  No.  63.— Word  none  omitted  where  the  blank  requires  it,  table 
of  Dues  not  filled  out. 

HoLBET  No.  68. —Recapitulation  not  filled  out,  word  none  not  written 
where  the  blank  requires  it,  table  of  dues  not  filled  out  with  the  num- 
ber of  members,  seal  put  on  with  wax  which  is  fsust  crumbling  ofi*. 

Widow's  Son  No.  72.— Initials  used  in  the  name  of- one  F.  C,  and 
put  under  both  heads  of  E  A.  and  F.  0.,  contrary  to  plain  instructions. 

CoKEBTiLLE  No.  75. — Word  none  not  written  where  the  blank  requires 
it,  caption  incorrectly  filled  out,  table  of  Dues  not  filled  up  with  the 
number  of  members  and  M.  Gs.,  date  of  A.  D.  and  A.  L.  not  filled  out. 

CboziebNo.  78. — Number  of  members  in  good  standing  not  set  down. 

WiLoox  No.  80. — Word  none  not  written  where  the  blank  requires  it, 
abbreviations  used. 
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Saist  Stephens  No.  81.— The  F.  C's  written  under  both  heads  E.  A. 
and  F.  C,  coutmry  to  iuHt ructions. 

Erophotic  No.  84. — Muster's  namo  signed  in  the  wronj^  place. 

Prattville  No.  89. — The  word  none  not  written  under  sevoral  heads 
as  required  by  the  blank. 

Pfister  No.  00.  —Seal  illegible. 
Fraternally  submitted, 

GEORGE  M.  D.  LOWRY,  Chairmain, 

JOHN  S.  BLAIR, 

ANDREW  J.  BRADLEY. 

WILLIAM  D.  SMITH, 

Brother  George  R.  Boyd,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  'L,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  4. 

To  the  M.    W.  Grand  Lodtjt  of  Alabama: 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  4  fraternally  report,  that 
having  carefully  examined  all  the  Returns  subcditted  to  them,  they  find 
the  following 

ooreect: 
Unity No.  136 


Missouri. 
Cold  Water. 
Eastaboga  . 
liaysville  . . 
Penick.. . . 


140 
148 


Mount  Hope  (2  years). . .  .No.  168 

Clopton "     171 

Andrew  Jackson *•     173 

lo.5     Desotoville ••     178 

158  I  Mount  Hilliard "    180 

161  I 

INCORBECT  : 

Shelbt  No.  140.— Date  A.  D.  and  A.  L.  not  filled  out. 

BsTHEii  No.  141.— Seal  illegible. 

Baldii^tn  No.  142.— Seal  illegible,  table  of  Duos  not  filled  out  with  the 
nnmber  of  members. 

Dai£tille  No.  144.— Seal  a  more  daub  with  lamp-black,  a  new  seal 
has  been  ordered. 

Fbateunitt  No.  145. — Name  not  indorsed  on  the  back,  fails  to  \y&y 
dues  for  1  member  as  an  M.  G.,  but  docs  not  indicate  the  name. 

Rodoebhyiixe  No.  147. — Date  A.  D.  and  A.  L.  not  filled  out 

Mount  Jeffebson  No.  152. — Table  of  dues  not  filled  out 
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MoNBOETnxE  No.  153.— Recapitalfttion  not  filled  ont,  no  dues  claimed 
for  1  said  to  be  an  M.  G.,  bat  the  name  is  not  marked,  caption  of 
Betarn  erroneons. 

Newbubgh  No-  154.— Date  A.  D.  And  A.  L.  not  filled  out. 

SoMERvn^LE  No.  157.— For  2  years,  neither  of  them  signed  by  the  W.  M. 

Fayette viLLE  Authentic  No.  163  —Table  of  Dues  not  filled  out  with 
the  number  of  members  and  M.  Gs.,  date  A.  D.  and  A.  L.  not  filled 
out 

SuMTEu  No.  166— Date  A.  D.  and  A.  L.  not  filled  out,  space  for  Post- 
office  and  county  not  filled  out,  seal  not  plumb. 

Elba  Lkjdoe  No.  170.— Master's  name  signed  in  the  wrong  place. 

Fklix>w8Htp  No.  172.— Recapitulation  improperly  filled  out,  Master's 
name  signed  in  the  wrong  place,  no  seal. 
All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted, 

GEORGE  R.  BOYD.  Chairman. 

Brother  Philip  C.  Candidas,  from  the  Committee  on 
By-laws,  made  the  following  report,  and  the  report  was 
received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  BY-LAWS. 

To  the  M,  W.  Orand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

Your  Committee  on  By-laws  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report : 

The  By-laws  of  the  Belgreen  Lodge  No.  428  are  approved. 

The  By-laws  of  Milo  Abercrombie  Lodge  No.  429  are  approved,  with 
the  exception  of  section  11,  which  is  recommended  to  be  changed  as 
follows  :  In  all  cases  of  absence  of  the  Worshipful  Master,  from  any 
regular  or  special  communication  of  the  lodge,  the  Senior  Warden,  and 
in  his  absence,  the  Junior  Warden  shall  preside,  unless  through  courtesy 
said  officer  shall  decline  in  favor  of  a  Past  Superior  officer. 

The  By-laws  of  Steele's  Station  Lodge  No.  432  are  approved  with  a 
few  corrections  of  minor  importance. 

The  By-laws  of  Gadsden  Lodge  No.  236  are  approved. 

In  connection  with  this  report  yotir  committee  feel  it  to  be  their  duty, 

to  give  their  disapproval  to  the  low  rate  of  dues  adopted  by  so  many 

lodges,  keeping  them  continually  in  financial  distress,  and  thereby  una- 

able  to  fulfill  one  of  the  principal  aims  of  our  fraternity,  to  bestow 

charity. 

Fraternally  submitted,  ,^^,.« 

PHILIP  C.  CANDIDUS, 

Chairman. 
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Brother  Thomas  H.  Amberson,  from  the  Committee 
on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  1,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  1. 

To  the  M.    W.  Orand  Lodge  qf  Alabama  : 

Yoor  Committoe  on  Chartered  Ix>dge8  No.  1,  have  carefally  examined 
the  Retains  sabmitted  to  them,  and  beg  leave  to  report  the  lollowing 

oobbect: 


Rising  Yirtae       No.  4 

Macon "    7 

Royal  White  Hart "10 

Montgomery **  11 

Saint  Albans "22 

Drtle "25 

LaFayette "26 


Fraternal No.  27 

Antangti "    31 

Wetumpka "    39 

Mobile " 

Gaston " 

Harmony " 

Union " 


40 
44 

46 
oO 


INOORR£CT  : 


Helion  No.  1. — Name  of  1  F.  C.  reported  nnder  both  heads  of  E.  A. 
and  F.  C,  initials  and  abbreviations  used,  date  A.  D.  and  A.  L.  not 
filled  oat 

MouLTON  Na  6. — ^Table  of  Does  not  filled  ont  with  the  namber  of 
members,  date  A.  D.  and  A.  L.  not  filled  oat. 

Fabbab  No.  8. — Table  of  Daes  not  filled  oat  with  the  namber  of 
mombeiB. 

GnjEAD  No.  9. — Recapitulation  not  filled  oat,  word  none  not  written 
under  heads  according  to  directions. 

Athens  No.  16. — Heading  not  filled  oat. 

Geobqb  Washinqton  No.  24.— For  2  years,  table  of  Daes  erroneoosly 
filled  oat  in  both  Returns. 

Rising  Sun  No.  29. — Word  none  not  written  under  heads  according  to 
directions. 

Washington  No.  36.— The  F.  Cs.  name  should  have  been  left  off  as 
he  has  been  reported  for  2  years,  table  of  Dues  and  Fees  not  filled  oat. 

Livingston  No.  41. — Table  of  Dues  and  M.  On,  not  filled  out,  one 
returned  as  a  member  who  was  raised  after  the  masonic  year  had 
expired,  consequently  overpaid  50  cents,  seal  not  plumb. 

Leigrton  No.  43.— For  2  years— for  1880  badly  blotted,  word  none 
not  written  according  to  instmctions.    For  1881,  caption  not  filled  oat, 
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badly  blotted,  table  of  Does  not  filled  ont  with  nnmber  of  members, 
word  none  not  written  according  to  instractious,  initials  and  abbrevia- 
tions nsed. 

Demopous  No.  49. — Caption  erroneously  filled  oat,  table  of  Fees  not 
filled  out 
All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted, 

THOMAS  H.  AMBERSON, 
NATHAN  LANDERS, 
AMASA  L.  PALMER, 
CALVIN  H.  SIMMONS, 

Committee. 

Brother  John  DeLoach,  from  the  Committee  on  Dis- 
pensations No.  1,  made  the  following  report,  and  the 
report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 

REPORT  ON  DISPENSATIONS  NO.  1. 

Tolhe  JL  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

Your  Committee  on  Dispensations  No.  1,  respectfully  report  that  they 
have  examined  the  minutes  of  Belgreen  Lodge  No.  428,  and  Gkidsden 
Lodge  No.  431,  and  find  them  correct,  and  very  neatly  kept;  and  your 
committee  therefore  recommend  that  charters  be  granted  them;  and  as 
to  Gadsden  Lodge  No.  431,  we  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  accom- 
panying preamble  and  resolution. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

JOHN  DeLOACH,  Chairman. 

Whebkab,  The  charter  of  Gadsden  Lodge  No.  236  has  heretofore  been 
forfeited;  and  whereas,  a  Dispensation  was  granted  to  certain  members 
of  said  late  Gadsden  Lodge  No.  23G,  constituting  said  members  into  a 
regular  lodge  by  the  name  of  Gadsden  Lodge  No.  431 ;  and  whereas, 
said  Gadsden  Lodge  No.  431  has  made  due  returns;  therefore — 

Resolvtd,  That  the  property  of  the  said  late  Gadsden  Lodge  No.  236 
be  turned  over  to  the  said  new  lodge,  upon  assumption  by  the  said  new 
lodge  of  the  debts,  if  any  there  be,  of  the  said  Gadsden  Lodge  No.  236; 
that  the  number  of  said  new  lodge  be  changed  to  number  236,  and  that 
a  charter  issue  to  said  new  lodge,  free  of  further  charges  or  fees,  by  the 
number  236. 

Brother  Henry  Clay  Armstrong,  from  the  Committee 
on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  to  which  was  referred  a  res- 
olution offered  by  Brother  Benjamin  F.  Pope,  made  the 
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following  report,  and  the  report  was  received  and  con- 
curred in : 

REPORT  ON  MASONIC  JURLSPRUDENCE. 

7o  the  M.  ^^\  Grand  Jjm.Uje  of  AlafMvna , 

Your  Committee  on  Miieouic  JuriKprndence,  to  which  was  referred  a 
resolatioD  offered  by  Brother  HeDJamin  F.  Pope,  authorizing  the  Grand 
Secretary  to  issue  certificates  in  certain  cases,  beg  leave  to  report  that 
they  have  considered  the  same,  and  as  the  matter  embraced  in  said  res- 
olution involves  no  constitutional  question,  your  committee  recommend 
that  the  resolution  be  adopted  as  amended  and  now  reported  by  your 
committee : 

CERTIFICATES  TO  ISSUE. 

liesolvedy  That  upon  the  {Miyment  by  the  next  Annual  Communication 
of  thq  Grand  Lodge,  of  one  dollar,  the  Grand  Secretary  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  instructed  to  issue  certificates  to  all  members  of  lodges,  the 
charters  of  which  have  been  forfeited,  and  who  were  in  good  standing 
at  the  time  of  the  forfeiture. 

Brother  Henry  Clay  Armstrong  oflFcred  the  following 
resolution,  and  it  was  adopted  : 

CHILTON  LODGE  NO.  139. 

Besolred^  That  all  such  right,  title,  and  interest,  which  was  vested  in 
the  Grand  Lodge  in  and  to  the  property,  both  real  and  personal,  of 
Chilton  Lodge  No.  139,  by  reason  of  the  forfeiture  of  it<«  charter,  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  donated  to,  and  vested  in,  Milo  Abercrombie 
Lodge  No.  129. 

And  then,  after  prayer  by  the  R  W.  and  Rev.  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to 
refreshment  until  this  evening  at  7  o'clock. 
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IN  GRAND  LODGE. 


Wednesday  Evening,  December  7,  1881. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to 
labor  at  7  o'clock,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Henry 
Clay  Tompkins,  presiding  ;  the  other  Grand  Officers  at 
their  several  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  R.  W.  and  Rev.  Grand  Chaplain. 
The  minntes  were  read  and  approved. 

Brother  Joseph  H.  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  on 
Masonic  Jurispradence,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 

REPORT  ON  MASONIC  JURISPRUDENCE. 

To  Ote  K  W.  Grand  Lndije  of  Alabama  : 

The  several  raliof^  of  the  Grand  Master,  referred  to  yoar  Committee 
on  Jarisprndence,  and  numbered  from  one  (1)  to  twenty-four  (24),  have 
been  held  under  carefnl  couBideration  by  a  majority  of  the  committee, 
and  they  beg  respectfully  to  report  as  follows  : 

In  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  those  decisions  /ire,  with  exceptions, 
Boand  and  lucid  expositions  of  the  several  matters  of  which  they  treat, 
and  characteristic  of  the  profound  masonic  jurist  from  whom  they  ema- 
nate. 

The  first  ruling  to  which  the  committee  excepts,  to-wit :  the  second, 
which  is  in  the  following  words  :  '*  Seven  Master  Masons,  members  of 
a  lodge,  can  open  the  lodge  and  transact  business;  as  the  granting  of 
dimits,  reception  of  petitions,  ordering  the  payment  of  accounts,  and 
other  buMiness  of  like  character,"  seems  to  exclude  the  constitutional 
requirement  that  the  officer  highest  in  Rank  must  preside. 

The  committee  hold  that  the  Master,  or  one  of  the  Wardens,  must 
be  present. 

Ruling  No.  16  liyR  down  a  mode  of  procedure  for  the  trial  of  a  sus- 
pended mason,  during  the  continuance  of  his  sentence,  which  your 


66  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  [1881. 

oommittee  think  to  l>e  a  well-considered  and  eminently  proper  mode  of 
condacting  sach  trialn,  and  they  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  Kama 
by  the  Grand  Lodge,  for  the  guidance  of  its  subordinates  in  sach  cases. 

The  right  of  a  mason  to  a  dimit  from  his  lodge,  when  he  is  in  good 
standing  and  has  paid  all  daes  to  the  lodge,  enanciated  in  the  first  para- 
graph of  Bnliug  No.  17,  yoor  committee  believe  to  be  nnqaestionable, 
bat  it  has  been  heretofore  held  by  this  Grand  Lodge,  that  when  the  di- 
mission  of  a  member  woald  impair  the  integrity  of  the  lodge,  that  is, 
reduce  the  membership  below  the  constitutional  number  and  thus  de- 
stroy the  lodge,  that  the  lodge  may  refuse  to  grant  the  dimit 

The  committee,  in  their  report  to  the  last  communication  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  (see  Proceedings,  page  50,)  indorsed  all  the  decisions  of 
the  Grand  Master,  after  bestowing  upon  them  as  much  time  and  atten- 
tion us  the  multiplicity  of  masonic  duties  would  permit;  and  after  this 
length  of  time  they  see  no  reason  for  changing  their  opinion,  except  as 
to  Ruling  No.  3. 

Your  committee  desires  to  be  understood  as  holding,  "that  when  a 
petition  for  Initiation  has  been  received  and  acted  on,  and  the  candidate 
rejected,  a  motion  to  reconsider  should  not  be  entertained. 

As  to  the  resolution  ofiered  by  Brother  William  T.  Atkins,  of  Central 
City  Lodge,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  it  should  be  left 
optional  with  the  subordinate  lodges,  to  read  and  adopt  the  minutes  of 
the  Entered  Apprentice,  Fellow  Craft,  and  Master's  Lodges  in  the  Mas- 
ter's Lodge,  either  at  the  close  of  each  communication,  or  at  the  next 
regular  communication. 

Fraternally  submitted. 

J.  H.  JOHNSON, 

P.  J.  PILLAN8, 

WILSON  WILLIAMS, 

Committee. 

Brother  Daniel  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Prop- 
ositions and  Grievances,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

PBOPOSmONS  AND  GRIEVANCES— NO.  2. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  cf  Alabama: 

Tour  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances  would  most  respect- 
fully report  that,  they  have  carefully  considered  the  memorial  of  Hope- 
well Lodge  No.  193,  praying  this  Grand  Lodge  to  remove  the  censure 
Imposed  upon  it  at  your  last  Annual  Communication,  and  are  of  the 
opinion  that  said  Hopewell  Lodge  had  no  intention  of  disobedience  of 
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mlings  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  and,  since  the  action  for  which  it  was  cen- 
sured, has  complied  with  all  the  requirements  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  and 
so  far  as  lies  in  the  power  of  said  Hopewell  Lodge,  has  removed  all 
cause  for  continuing  the  same. 

Tour  Committee,  therefore,  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution : 

Resolved^  That  the  judgment  of  censure  imposed  upon  Hopewell 
Lodge  No.  193,  at  the  last  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge, 
for  yiolation  of  Masonic  Law  in  force  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  of 
Alabama,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  revoked. 

Fraternally  submitted. 

DANIEL  SMITH, 

Chairman. 

Brother  William  T.  Atkins  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution, and  it  was  adopted. 

Newbuboh  Lodge  No.  388. 

s 

Resolved,  That  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  be  requested  to  take  such 
steps  as  he  may  deem  proper  to  investigate  the  Keturns  of  Newburgh 
Lodge  No.  388,  and  if  he  ascertains  that  said  Lodge  did  Enter,  Pass, 
and  Raise  a  candidate  for  the  Degrees  upon  the  same  day,  as  reported 
in  its  Betums  to  this  Grand  Lodge,  he  is  hereby  requested  to  cause  a 
citation  to  be  issued  upon  said  Lodge  to  show  cause,  at  the  next  Annual 
Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  why  its  charter  should  not  be 
forfeited. 

Brother  Joseph  H.  Johnson  offered  the  following  res- 
olation,  and  it  was  adopted. 

STATUS  AFTER  EXPULSION. 

Resolved,  That  where  a  brother  has  been  expelled,  and  afterwards 
restored  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  masonry,  but  not  to  membership 
in  the  Lodge,  a  certificate,  in  the  nature  of  a  Dimit,  shall  be  given  him 
by  the  Lodge. 

COMMITTEE  ON  WORK. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  announced  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  that  he  had  appointed  Brother  Angus  M.  Scott, 
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a  member  of  Ozark  Lodge  No.  349,  at  Ozark,  in  the 
county  of  Dale,  to  be  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Work,  in  place  of  Brother  James  H.  Joiner,  deceased. 

REPORT  ON  LEAVE  OP  ABSENCE. 

Brother  William  S.  Foster,  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Leave  of  Absence,  made  report,  and  the  report 
was  received  and  concurred  in,  and  ordered  to  be  filed . 

INSTALLATION  OF  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

And  the  newly  elected  and  appointed  Grand  Officers 
were  then  installed  in  Ample  Form  by  the  retiring 
Grand  Master,  Brother  Henry  Clay  Tompkins,  being 
presented  by  the  Grand  Marshal  pi'o  tern..  Brother  Wil- 
liam Gilbert  Cochrane. 

Brother  William  T.  Titcomb  offered  the  following 
resolutions,  and  they  were  adopted. 

THANKS  TO  THE  GRAND  MASTER. 

Resolved,  That  the  thankn  of  the  Grand  Lodge  are  dae,  and  are  hereby 
teodercd,  to  our  retiriD^  Grand  Master,  for  the  able,  dignified,  and  coar- 
teouR  manner,  in  which  he  hua  presided  over  itB  deliberationB ;  as  well 
aa  fnr  the  zeal  and  devotion  which  he  has  nmuifested  daring  his  ad- 
ministration, in  the  interest  of  the  Fraternity'  throaghoat  the  jarisdic- 
tion. 

liesolvedt  That  a  Committee  of  three  bo  appointed  to  procure  some 
suitable  testimoniaj  to  l>c  ])re8ented  to  hini  at  the  next  Annual  Commu- 
nication of  this  Grand  Lodge,  as  an  evidence  of  our  appreciation  of  his 
di8tingnishc<1  services,  and  also  as  a  token  of  the  high  esteem  which  we 
entertain  for  him  personally. 

The  following  were  announced  by  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Master  as  the  appointed  Grand  Officers  and  Standing 
Committees  of  the  Grand  Lodge  : 
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GRAND  OFFICEBS. 

Bev.  William  Carey  Bledfloo Grand  Chaplain. 

William  Theodore  Atkins Grand  MarshaL 

James  Tait  Beck Grand  Senior  Deacon. 

Benjamin  Franklin  Wilson Grand  Junior  Deacon. 

Adam  Reigart  Baker Grand  Steward. 

John  William  Martin Grand  Steward. 

FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Oliver  S.  Beers Mobile. 

Samuel  T.  Brown North  River. 

Zachariah  T.  Harrison Echo. 

Daniel  D.  Bennett Georgiana. 

John  W.  Jones Jefferson. 

SUSPENSIONS,  EXPULSIONS,  AND  APPEAIJ3. 

William  Y.  Titcomb CokerviUe. 

Benjamin  F.  Pope Attalla. 

Thomas  H.  Barge Monterey. 

Emmett  F.  Crook Alexandria. 

Newell  M.  Thornton Abbeville. 

MASONIC  JURISPRUDENCE. 

Joseph  Henry  Johnson,  M.  D Talladega. 

Wilson  Williams Opelika. 

Palmer  Job  Pillans Mobile. 

Henry  Clay  Armstrong Montgomery. 

Henry  Clay  Tompkins Montgomery. 

WORK. 

Myles  J.  Greene,  M.  D Talladega. 

James  M.  Bmndidge Decatar. 

JameB  A.  Wood,  M.D Pleasant  HilL 

Robert  J.  Bedden Moscow. 

Angus  M.  Scott Ozark, 
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MINUTES  READ. 

There  being  no  further  business  to  be  brought  before 
the  Grand  Lodge  at  this  Grand  Communication,  the 
minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

CLOSED. 

And  then,  after  solemn  prayer  to  the  Throne  of  Grace 
by  the  R  W.  and  Rev.  Grand  Chaplain,  the  Most  Wor- 
shipful Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  of  Alabama  and  its  Masonic  Jurisdiction,  was 
closed  in  Ample  Form;  and  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master's 
Gavel  fell  at  10  o'clock,  p.  M. 

DANIEL  SATKE, 

Grand  Secretary. 
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GRAND  SECRETA-RT'S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


M.  W.  Gband  Lodge  of  Alabama, 

In  Account  with  DANIEL  SAYRE, 

Grand  Secretary, 
1880.  CR. 

December     6.     By  Dues  at  this  Grand  Commanication %  4,012  25 

17.  AmooDt  of  Coutingent  Fund 900  00 

1881.  DISPENSATIONS. 

March           7.     By  Albertville  Lodge  No.  430 $  35  00 

23.          Gadsden  No.  431 35  00 

May            30.           Steel's  Station  No.  432 35  00—    105  00 

1880.  BACK   BUBS. 

Dec.        21.     By  Dues  from  Rodgersville  No.  147. . .  6  50 

25.          Dues  from  Notasulga  No.  119 2  50 

27.          Dues  from  Pikeville  No.  344. 18  00 

29.           Dues  from  Herndon  No.  125 14  00 

1881. 

Janaary  11.          Dues  from  HanceviUe  No.  400 9  00 

Feb.        23.           Dues  from  Larkinsville  No.  277. . .  29  50 

March       5.          Dues  from  Bellville  No.  260  13  00 

April         8.          Dues  from  Fairmount  No.  238 1  00 

12.          Dues  from  Albert  Pike  No.  339. . .  14  50 

14.          Dues  from  Summerfield  No.  85. . .  50  00 

24.          Dues  from  Rose  HiU  No.  253 15  50 

May         24.          Dues  from  Mt.  Jefferson  No.  152. .  8  50 

Jane           4.          Dues  from  Van  Buren  No.  355 14  50 

17.          Dues  from  Gilead  No.  No.  9 12  50 

Jaly          30.          Dues  from  Rising  Sun  No.  29 18  50 

Sept.           1.          Dues  from  Tensaw  No.  221 11  00 

October  26.          Dues  from  Solomon  No.  74  ...\..  12  50—    251  00 

20  Codes  sold  20  00 

INDIVIDUAL  BACK  DUES. 

Amount  received  from  individual 

members  of  defunct  lodges 106  00 

$  5,394  25 
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1880.  DB. 

Dec.        17.    To  paid  Grand  Treasurer 4,012  '25 

1881. 

Sept         8.    To  paid  Grand  Treasurer 300  00 

SUNDRIES. 

To  paid  for  postage  stamps  and  Box. .  92  00 

paid  Barrett  &  Brown 566  50 

paid  Massalon  for  portrait 30  00 

paid  for  coal 14  50 

paid  Water-works. 5  00 

paid  for  Gas 16  50 

paid  AUred  &  Beers— printing 3  75 

paid  Charles  H.  Fellows 4  75 

paid  J.  G.  Barker 4  00 

paid  Charles  Storrs 6  (X) 

paid  Hardie  &Co 285 

paid  Joe  Kennedy 25 

paid  Expressage 1  35 

paid  D.  Abraham — Brash 1  00 

paid  Joel  White 50 

paid  labor  abont  office ....  29  95 

December  1.         paid  Grand  Treasurer. 303  10— $5,394  25 

MoNTOOMEBT,  December  5,  1881. 

DANIEL  SAYRE, 

Grand  Secretary. 
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GEAKD  TBEASUBEK'S  ANSUAL  BEPOBT. 


•gn.i.nM  H.   DnoLEi,  Oraod  Treasarer, 

Inatxounl  leiOiihe  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALAISAUA. 
IS80.  DB. 

Dec.           fi-     To  balaneo 645  47 

17.  received  from  Orand  Secretar;. . .  4,012  25 

1881. 

Sept-          8.           received  from  Grand  Societary. . .  300  00 

Dec.            1.           lereiied  fiumOniDdSecret&ry.,.  303  lO—Sii.lGO  62 

1S80.  ca 

Dec            e.     BjOom.  on  Work.  M.  J.  areeiw..59  32  25 

"               ■'       J,  H.  Joiner.  ,.60  32  2G 

"               "       J.  A.  Wood.... 61  28  00 

*•       E.  J.  Redden., 62  GO  00 

Orand  J.  Warden,  J.  O.  Harris.. 63  20  OU 

Grand  Chnplaia,  W.  C,  Bledsoe. 61  25  00 

y,           Gmod  Steward,  A.  E.  Bafaer....05  100  00 

A.  a  Baker 66  50  95 

Com.  on  For.  Cor.,O.S.  BeerB..67  200  00 

10.  Com.  on  'SVurk.  J.  M.  BTnmlidge.OS  65  00 

11.  Grand  St^-a-urJ,  J  W  M!irtiu..69  50  00 
13.  Grand  Tiler,  Jamex  Daritlson.. TO  100  00 
17.          Grand  Treasarer 72  150  00 

Bant-H.  P.  LeGrand 73  800  00 

ContiDgent  Fnnd. 74  900  00 

Com.  on  SnepeDBloQB,  Titcomb.  75  25  00 

Grand  Master. 76  60  00 

GtMid  Secretary. 71 1,000  00 

1881. 

Jane         24.          PermaDaDt  Fond,  baUaceof  1880.  696  60 

Sept.          8.                "            "       502  60 

Balance 373  37-(5,lfin  82 

UtrirraoMKar,  December  5,  ISBl. 

Wn<mil  H.  DINGLEY, 

Grand  Treasurer, 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  TRUSTEES  OF  PERMA- 
NENT TRUST  FUND. 


Tbustees  of  the  Pebmanent  Tburt  Fund, 

In  acconat  mlh  the,  (jUASI)  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA. 

1880.  DR. 

Dec.  6.     To  balance $        44  03 

1881. 

interest  on  $5,100  U.S.  4  pr.  ct.  b'ds    204  00 

intercstou    1,000    •*    4J     •'       *•  45  00 

interest  on      500  Alabama  **A*'  <'  10  00 

Jane       20.  recoiveti  from  Grand  Treasarer. . .  590  50 

Sept.         8.  received  Irom  Grand  Treasurer. . .  502  50— 1,35H  00 

$1,402  03 

1881.  CR 

Jaly  2.     By  Alabama  Class  A  Bond,  No.  3,901, 

for  $1,000 772  38 

19.  Alabama  Class  A  Bond,  No.  8,796, 

for  $100 79  00 

October  24.     By  Alabama  Class  A  Bond,  No.  6,775, 

for  $500 401  50-1,252  88 

Dec  5.  balance  on  liand« 149  15 

$1.402  03 

Montgomery,  Ala.,  Dt«.  5,  1881. 

H.  C.  TOMPKINS, 

WM.  H.  DINGLEY, 

DANIEL  SAYRE. 

Trustees. 

PRESENT  CONDITION  OF  THE  PERMANENT  FUND. 

$5,100  in  U.  S.  4  por  cent.  Bonds— pre.sent  valne $5,9li7  00 

1,000  in  U.  S.  44  per  cent.  Bonds  —present  valne 1 .135  00 

2,100  in  Alabama  Class  A  Bonds  -  present  valne 1.659  00 

Cash  on  hand 149  15 

Interest  duf  January  1st.  1882 H2  50 

Totol $8,992  65 
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KEPOET  ON  FINANCE. 


To  the  M.    W.   Grand  Lodge  of  AUAama: 

The  Committoe  on  Fiuance  have  examined  the  finanoial  reports  of  the 
B.  W.  Grand  Secretar}'  and  the  B.  W.  Grand  Treasarer,  with  their 
voachers,  sabmitted  to  them,  and  find  them  correot 

The  following  is  a  condensed  statement  of  the  fiscal  operations  of 
Grand  Treasury  for  the  year  ending  December  1st,  1881,  viz : 

RECEIPTS. 

Gash  balance  on  hand  December  1,  1880 $  645  47 

"    Beceived.— Current  Lodge  daes  1880 4,012  25 

"  "  Backdues $  261  00 

"           **           Individual  back  dnes 106  00  357  00 

"  "  For  Dispensations 105  00 

••  ••  From  sales  of  "Code" 20  00        125  00 

Total  receipts. $5,03il  72 

DISBUBSEMENIB. 

Gash  paid  ordinary  Grand  Lodge  expenses  as  per 

appropriations  1880 3,567  35 

••     Contributions  to  P.  Trust  Fund 1,099  00 

Total  disbursements 4,666  35 

Leaving  on  hand  December  1,  1881,  a  cash  bal.  of  $      373  37 

The  payment  of  $1,099  00  above  stated,  to  the  P.  Trust  Fund  reduces 
the  arrearages  to  that  fund,  accruing  prior  to  December  1,  1880,  and 
stated  in  the  last  report  at  $1,218  85  to  $119  85,  to  which  must  now  be 
added  the  contribution  of  1881,  amounting  to  $561  92,  making  an  ar- 
rearage now  due  the  fond  of  $681  77  to  be  paid  to  the  Trustees,  at  the 
earliest  period  practicable.  The  fact  of  the  continued  recurrence  of 
this  arrearage,  indicating  as  it  does,  the  inability  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
revenues  to  contribute  the  full  quota  of  the  appropriation  now  required, 
has  induced  your  committee  to  reccommeud  a  reduction  of  this  contri- 
bution by  pretermitting  for  the  time  being  the  ten  per  cent  of  lodge 
dues  now  required  to  be  deposited  with  the  Trustees,  and  they  have,  by 
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resolation  appended  hereto,  provided  for  the  Deeded  alteration  of  the 
appropriation.  A  further  reason  for  this  recowujendation  is  fonnd  in 
the  fact  that  the  expenses  of  reprinting  the  earlier  reports  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  and  pablishing  the  new  Code,  are  now  a  paramount  necessity. 

ESTIMATED  RECEIPS  FOB  1881-82. 

Cash  balance  in  Treasury-  December  1,  1881 $  373  37 

"    Received  for  current  dues  1881 4,050  00 

"    Back          "     ...-.•. 200  00 

"        "   Charters  Ac 150  00 

Total $  4 ,773  37 

Your  comn.ittee  recommend  the  following  appropriations  to  defny 
ordinary  Grand  Lodge  expenses,  viz : 

For  salary  of  R.  W.  Grand  Secretarj- $1,000  00 

R.  W.  Grand  Treasurer 150  00 

James  Davidson,  Grand  Tiler 100  00 

Adam  R.  Riker.  Gmud  Steward 100  00 

Adam  R.  Baker,  bill  of  incidental  expenses. ...        61  70 

J.  W.  Martin.  Junior  Grand  Steward 50  00 

Chairman  Committee  on  For.  Correspondence. .      200  00 

R.  W.  Grand  Chaplain 25  00 

Ch*n  Com.  on  Suspensions,  Exp.  and  Appeals . .        2.')  00 

Rent  of  Grand  Ix>dge  Hall 8oO  00 

R.  W.  Grand  Secretary— contingent  expenses J»00  00 

M.  W.  Grand  Master— contingent  expenses 200  00 

Re-printing  Reports  and  publishing  the  Code,  or  the  re- 
quisite amouut  to  meet  this  expense,  under  direction  of 

the  R.  W.  Gnind  Secretary 600  00 

Expenses  of  the  Committee  on  Work 200  00 

Total  appropriations $4,411  70 

PERMANENT  TRUST  FUND. 

The  report  of  the  Trustees  of  this  fund,  hereto  annexed,  gives  re- 
newed assurance  of  its  satisfactory  condition,  and  from  it  we  condense 
the  following  exhibit : 

Receipts— Balance  of  1880 $      44  03 

Earnings  of  interest 259  00 

Contribution  of  Grand  Lodge 1,099  00 

Total .$1,402  03 

Investments— In  Alabama  Bonds,  Class  A,  par  value  $1,600, 

costing 1,252  88 

Balance  on  band $   149  15 
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Hie  Fand  now  owns  $6,100  in  United  States,  and  $2,100  in  Alabama, 
equal  to  $8,200  in  Bonds,  the  market  valae  of  which  is  abont  $9,000. 
Hie  resolation  affecting  this  fand  heretofore  alladed  to  is  as  follows  : 
Besobxd,  That  so  much  of  the  original  resolation  creating  the  Per- 
manent Tmst  Fund,  as  appropriates  to  it  annaally  a  percentage  of  all 
Gfsnd  Lodge  revennes  derived  from  Annual  Lodge  Dnes^  be,  and  the 
nme  is  hereby,  repealed  ;  leaving  said  fand  still  entitled,  as  heretofore, 
to  all  receipts  of  moneys  derived  from  Dispensations,  Charters,  and 
other  soarces. 

The  committee  beg  to  intimate,  in  closing  this  report,  that  no  appro- 
priation heroin  recommended  is  intended  as  a  compensation  or  payment 
to  the  Grand  Wardens,  or  other  officers  not  specifically  named, 
ill  of  which  is  respectfally  and  fraternally  submitted. 

OLIVEE  S.  BEERS.  Ch'n, 
WM.  G.  COCHRANE, 
WILLIS  A.  DOWNS, 
WM.  W.  SCREWS, 
THOMAS  J.  BREWER, 

Committee. 


REPORT  ON  CORRESPONDENCE. 


To  Oif  M.    W.  Grand  Lahjt  nf  Alabnnvi : 

Tbe  ''Committee  on  Fureign  CoireHponiltinca''  aabinit  herewith  their 
anoual  report  reviewiag  Ihe  proceediiigH  of  all  correHponding  Oraad 
LoilgeH  reci^iTeil  by  tbem.  Some  iiuentionti of  mure  tbikii  asanl  intereat, 
■Dd  MppHreiitl]*  deuinudiuK  Hpi^ciAl  cooiideratinu,  will  be  brouRbt  before 
yon  \a  it  npecial  report,  preseutiug  tlm  uccaHWir;  i.iformntioD  for  imme- 
diate auliuD  IbereoD,  though  iu  some  degree  xnch  detiiilii  will  appear  bb 
repetitions  or  ampliScutiooa  of  the  viewa  btreia  eiprnsiie'l,  wheu  dis- 
coBxiug  8Dcb   topics   aa  tbe;   preaeot  tbcmHeivea   in  tbe   procaediags 

Calling  alteatioo  to  the  itnaeied  vnlmible  cnlluetioa  ot  munonic  ata- 
tiatics,  tabalated  b;  Bro.  Josinh  H.  DntnimoDd,  P.  G.  M  ,  aud  C  C.  F. 
C  ol  Maioe.  to  whom  we  are  lenewedty  iodebted  for  tbie  nud  other 
wrilten  favors,  ve  be^  to  eiprean  our  gratiQcaliOD  Ibnt  tbq  deTaatatlDg 
epidemic  of  auHpeusioaa  for  non-payment  of  duos  Laa  at  length  appa- 
rently rencbed  its  climnx-lbe  %Tirea  of  1341  (for  1S80)  showing  a 
dimiDDtioD  from  those  of  IBHcl  (fur  187^)  of  3,%n  in  tbe  aggregatea  of 
Itie  two  yeani.  In  1H80  tbe  nggre^te  of  each  BDHpenaion  reached  the 
aUrmiu^  total  of  :^.'J10,  hnviog  xteadily  iocreaHed  by  thoasands  aona- 
ally  till  the  aboie  heavy  loss  waa  aiiored,  and  as  the  flgarea  for  1881 
■how  onljf  au  aggregate  oi  l'.),'2oU  we  may  safely  conclude  tbat  the  storm 
of  Doa-aQiliation,  (if  Dot  of  somvtbiug  more  ilQobarit>ible).  has  huh- 
pended  its  fary.  After  the  staliKlica  oar  review  follows  tbe  motbod  of 
former  jeurs.  rtporting  on  the  proceedings  discaasod  in  alphabetical 
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No  recapitalation  of  the  statistics  is  given  by  Bro.  Blackshear,  of 
Georgia,  and  we  have  not  had  time  to  coaut  the  names:  with  this  ex- 
ception, our  table  is  entirely  new. 

Comparison  of  SrAxisxica. 


O.  Lodgea.    Totals    Or  Lodges.    Totals.    Qr.  Lodges.     Totals. 
1881.  1881.  1880.  1880.  1879.  1879. 

Members 54. . .  .567,128 54. . .  573.317. . .  54. . .  .582.556 

Raised 53...  21,885 52....   19.685  .     53....  21.788 

Admissions.  &c.  ..53...   18,746 53 17.523 53 16.880 

Dimissions .54.'...  17,362 54 17,102 53 16,747 

Expulsions 49 808 51..    .        929...  51   ...  874 

Suspensions 36 257 42 464 36 716 

**     npt.dueB.53 19,250 54.    ..   23,210. ..  ..V2. .. .  22.054 

Deatbs 54. . . .     6,809 51 7,1 13. . .  .54. . . .  7.108 

llejections 29. . . .     3,434 30. . . .     3,615. . .  .28. . . .  3,838 

ARKANSAS,  1880. 

Grand  Lodge  convened  its  4lHt  Annual  Communication  at  Little 
Rock.  November  23d,  A.D.  1880. 

Present.  M.  W.  Grand  Master  George  Thornburgh  and  the  representa- 
tires  of  168  chartered  Lodges.  The  totiil  number  of  Lodges  is  336;  so 
that  just  one  half  of  its  constituents  were  represented— some  by  proxy, 
some  by  ''delegate" and  others  by  • 'representative." 

We  remark  upon  this,  comparatively,  small  representation  because  of 
the  Grand  Master's  glowing  sentence  of  welcome,  viz. :  "Your  presence 
in  snch  vast  numbers  is  a  stirring  testimonial  to  the  life  and  vigor  of 
the  old  institution,"  which  is  not  sustained  by  the  statistics  of  repre- 
sentation. Searching  the  reports  for  evidence  of  the  revival  intimated 
in  G.  Master  Thornburgh's  exordium-greeting  to  the  **vust"  assemblage, 
wo  were  greatly  disappointed,  at  the  actual  count,  to  find  only  a  moiety 
of  its  members'present  and  could  not  help  exclaiming,  alas!  for  Bhetoric, 
when  rhapsody  guides  the  pen. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Arkansas  pays  "mileage"  and  "per  diem,"  and 
yet  gets  only  half  a  representation,  while  in  Alabama,  the  Lodges  pay 
their  own  expenses .  and  tioo-thirds  of  them  are  represented  in  Grand 
Lodge.  "Other  things  being  equal'  it  would  appear  from  this  that  the 
practice,  in  many  Grand  Jurisdictions,  of  collecting  large  sums  from 
Subordinates  to  pay  expenses  of  Lodge  representatives  (thus  really  col- 
lecting/rom  and  returning  to  them)  is  of  very  doubtful  propriety  and 

utility. 

We  belong  to  that  class  of  (old  fogy,  some  call  them)  masons  who 
hold  that  a  Grand  Lodge  should  receive  and  disburse  only  such  moneys 
as  are  necessftry  to  provide  for  its  actual  wants,  and  that  the  paying  for 
Lodge  representation  is  not  one  of  its  legitimate  expenses.     Tue  Grand 
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Lodge  has  a  right  to  command  the  attendance  of  her  snbordinates  at 
her  communications,  (which,  we  incline  to  think,  shonld  be  biennial 
instead  of  annual)  and  it  shonld  be  left  to  the  Lodge  to  solve  the  **ways 
and  means '  problem  iuTolved  in  the  effort  to  respond  to  that  call  of 
duly. 

After  the  opening,  in  ample  form,  the  labors  of  the  craft  were  sug- 
gested by  an  elaborate  address  from  the  Grand  Master  which,  barring  a 
little  extravagance  of  statement  and  a  decided  sophomoric  tone,  gives 
interesting  and  welcome  tidings  from  this  masonic  stronghold.  We  are 
always  ploiised  to  hear  good  tidings  from  Arkansas  and  can  readily  for- 
give the  Grand  Master  any  little  peculiarities  of  thought  and  expres- 
sion, which  mar  his  message,  in  consideration  of  the  news  he  brings; 
and  also  of  his  characteristic  exuberance  of  feeling. 

He  speaks  encouragingly  of  the  industrial  prosperity  of  the  Slate,  and 
in  that  couueclion  alludes  pleasantly  to  the  harmony  and  advancement 
of  the  Fratt'ruity  in  his  jurisdiction,  as  the  following  extracts  irom  his 
address  will  attest,  viz. : 

The  doctor  and  the  biwyer  alone  are  left  to  mourn  the  prosperity  of 
the  times.  To  the  one  it  is  distressingly  healthy,  to  the  ol her,' the 
peace  and  quiet  are  monotonous. 

The  future  to  us,  as  a  Slate,  is  full  of  promise  of  hope.  New  discov- 
eries of  hidden  wealth  are  revealed;  our  ligricultural  and  timber  wealth 
is  becoming  known;  our  climate  is  noted  for  its  even  temi>erature;  the 
**ArkanrtKW  toothpick"  lives  only  in  imagination,  and  ruffianism  has  tied 
before  the  advance  of  Church,  School  and  Lodge. 

Thousands  of  people  are  coming  ev«Ty  ye«ir  to  this  favored  State, 
where  the  poor  man  becomes  prosperous  and  the  rich  one  feels  secure. 
Most  cordially  do  we  welcome  them  among  us,  and  there  is  room  for 
many  thousands  more. 

Masonry,  too,  has  cause  for  rejoicing  on  account  of  the  peace  and 
prosperity  enjoyed  by  the  fraternity. 

I  have  tmveled  fn)m  the  Missouri  border  to  the  Louisiana  line;  from 
the  Mississippi  Kiver  to  the  Indian  Nation,  and  I  am  fully  i)ersuaded, 
from  my  own  olwervntions  and  the  reports  of  my  faithful  deputies,  that 
the  Order  is  in  a  more  htMllhy  condition  than  (or  many  years  past.  Old 
men  are  rubbing  off  the  rust  of  years  and  returning  to  the  associations 
of  their  early  manhood;  and  youn«  men  are  s-cking  our  mysteries,  the 
gentle  dew  of  masonic  charity  is  distilling  upon  our  hilltops  and  in  onr 
valleys.  The  walls  of  our  time-honored  institution  seem  to  be  settling 
and  gathering  new  life  and  strength  in  the  rolling  tide  of  years. 

A  spirit  of  inquiry  has  been  aw.ikened  in  the  minds  of  the  brethren, 
a  truly  laudable  desire  to  examine  into  and  become  more  familiar  with 
the  hit^tory,  philosophj',  and  beauty  of  masonry. 

Yet  there  are  clouds  in  the  horizon  and  the  Grand  Master  is  forced  to 
countervail  the  above  picture  of  prosperity  bj'  an  eloquent  denuncia- 
tion of  the  "twin  evils"  of  Profanity  and  Intemperance"— and  what 
region  of  our  great  and  growing  country  may  not  equally  dread,  and  be 
appalled  at  this  increasing  prevalence  of  these  associate  iui<initio8? 
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Of  profanity  he  says — "it  id  wrong  in  any  man,  for  a  mason  it  is  a 
crime." 

Of  intemperance,  and  its  abettors,  he  is  thns  explicitly  condemna- 
tory, yiz :  » 

To  witness  the  only  being  that  Grod  ever  made  in  bis  own  image,  thns 
violating  all  the  purposes  of  his  creation  and  bursting  asunder  every  tie 
that  binds  him  to  God  or  man,  is  sad  indeed. 

And  how,  I  ask,  can  any  Mason  engage  in  the  traffic  of  the  accursed 
stnfif  that  inundates  with  ruin  wherever  it  flows,  a  business  from  which 
flow  as  legitimate  results  more  misery,  sorrow,  grief,  vice  and  poverty 
than  from  all  other  causes  combined  ? 

Poison  my  neigbbor  for  gaiu  ?  Bob  his  wife  and  family  of  their  nat- 
ural protector?  Make  his  children  orphans  and  paupers?  And  this 
consistent  with  Masonry  ?  No,  no  ;  it  can  not  be  !  No  true  Mason  can 
be—will  be— engaged  in  the  heaven-cursed  traffic.  We  can  pity  the 
drunkard  when  his  appetite  has  overcome  him,  but  we  have  little  res- 
pect for  the  Mason  who  deals  out  the  poison  to  kill  his  brother  for 
money.  Let  us  come  manfully  up  to  the  determination  that  such 
things  shall  no  longer  be  tolerated  among  Arkansas  Masons. 

His  decisions— 22  in  all — are  generally  acceptable  in  this  jurisdiction 
and  conform  to  the  rulings  most  approved  among  Grand  Lodges,  but 
there  are  exceptions  to  this  remark,  which  we  note  as  follows  : 

10.  A  member  was  very  sick,  and  in  the  fear  of  death  sent  for  a 
Catholic  priest,  and,  in  order  to  receive  the  benefit  of  the  ordinances  of 
the  church,  he  promised  to  renounce  Masonry.  But  he  got  well,  and 
desires  to  return  to  the  Lodge.  He  says  he  wants  to  live  in  the  Lodge 
and  die  in  the  Catholic  faith.  Should  he  be  expelled?  Answer:  Ma- 
sonry proscribes  no  man  on  account  of  his  politics  or  religion.  If  a 
Catholic  wants  to  be  a  Mason,  let  him  be,  and  we  will  not  imitate  the 
bigotry  of  the  Bomish  Church  by  requiring  our  members  to  renounce 
everything  else  in  order  to  remain  with  us.  Masonry  is  founded  on 
broad  principles,  and  men  of  all  nations,  politics  and  religions  find  a 
safe  retreat  and  quiet  rest  in  our  Lodges. 

We  do  not  see  how  a  man  can  renounce  masonry  (and  intend  in  a 
similar  emergency,  under  Priestly  dictation,  to  again  renounce  it)  and 
be  considered  worthy  of  affiliation  with  true  masons.  There  is  no  ques- 
tion of  ** bigotry"  here,  but  only  one  of  crime  and  weakness,  unfitness 
in  fact.  He  wants  to  Uve  a  mason  and  die  a  catholic !  does  he  ?  Well 
bis  own  statement  of  his  wishes  proves  him  to  be  either  a  knave  or  a 
fool,  and  in  either  case  he  should  remain  where  his  renunciation  placed 
him,  a  disgraced  repudiator  of  his  masonic  duties  and  privileges.  It  is 
no  uncharitableness,  but  rather  an  imperative  duty,  to  denounce  such 
vacillation,  as  well  as  exclude  from  the  fraternity  all  material  so  defi- 
cient in  foriUude  and  other  masonic  virtues,  as  this  deserter  has  proved 
himself  to  be.  The  Grand  Master's  remarks  about  '* proscription"  and 
'* bigotry,"  are  not  relevant  to  this  case  ;  he  had  as  well  talk  of  Govern- 
ment protection  and  favor  where  treason  is  avowed  and  persisted  in  ! 
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Decision  No.  7  is  so  characterized  by  '*playfal  wit,*'  as  to  have 
alarmed  the  learned  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  lest  the  careless  reader 
shonld  misconstrue  its  meaning,  that  they  gravely  essayed,  in  their 
report,  to  (Xjtfain  the  Grand  Master.     We  give  the  decision,  viz  : 

7.  A  brother  at  Indian  Kiy  asks  :  '*Cau  a  deceased  brother,  who  was 
8usi>ended  at  the  time  of  his  death,  be  reinbtated  now  by  vote  of  the 
Lodge?"    Answer— Yes  ;  apou  his  personal  application. 

And,  also,  the  Committee's  explanation  (vindication!)  thereof,  viz: 

Masons  residing  abroad  who  may  read  the  very  interesting  address  of 
the  Grand  Master,  and  who  may  not  know  that  he  occasionally  indulges 
in  playful  wit  and  humor,  for  which  he  is  gifted,  may  come  to  the  erro- 
neous conclusion,  on  reading  his  answer  to  the  above  question,  that  he 
has  become  a  convert  to  spikitvalism,  and  believe  th-it  the  shade  of  a 
departed  Mason,  suspended  while  living,  might  return  to  earth  and 
make  a  personal  application  to  his  Lodge  for  reinstatement. 

The  Committee  beg  leave  to  assure  brethren  abroad  that  our  Grand 
Master  is  yet  in  his  right  mind,  and  that,  in  the  above  playtul  answer, 
he  meant  to  decide  that  ^'as^tue  tree  fai^ls,  so  it  must  lie/'  and,  so 
nuderstjinding  the  decision,  we  recommend  its  approvaL 

Whatever  of  apology  the  Grand  Master's  "playful  wit  and  hnmor" 
(and  some  might  call  it  levity)  may  have  required  at  the  hands  of  this 
committee,  it  seems  to  this  writer  that  they  were  not  over  wise  or  cir- 
enmspect  in  attempting  to  illustrate  their  apologetic  effort  by  an  alln- 
sion  altogether  misinterpreting  spiunuALiSM. 

Learned  in  the  lore  of  jurisprudence  as  this  able  committee  nndoubt- 
edly  is,  still  some  phases  of  the  truth,  relating  to  man's  surroundings, 
his  present  and  his  future  condition  and  possibilities,  have  been  devel' 
oped  in  tbe  19th  century  which  are  probably  not  '*  dreamed  of  in  their 
philosophy,''  among  which  we  judge  the  subject  above  misrepiesented 
to  be  one  of  their  undiscovered  facts. 

We  hope  their  o'er  conservative  impenetrableness  may  soon  be  pierced 
by  this  "light  shining  in  darkness,"  and  heralding  a  new  and  brighter 
day  and  dispensation,  and  that  they  will  discover  anon  that  this  much 
denounced  spiritualism  l>etokens  the  dawn  of  an  unrivalled  mental  and 
moral  illumination  :  That  it  is  indeed  a  fact,  not  potential  but  real  ; 
neither  antagonistic  to  masonry  nor  religion,  but  a  discovery  of  tran- 
scendent importance  to  both  in  its  adaptation  to  the  purer  motives, 
enlarged  inilueucc,  and  higher  aims  of  both.     So  we  interpret  it 

To  (|uiet  the  fears  of  the  Committee,  however,  needless  as  the  effort 
may  seem  to  the  general  reader,  we  can  assure  them  that  the  meaning 
of  the  Grand  Master  in  this  remarkable  decision,  was  easily  understood 
as  expressing  a  negative  answer  to  the  question  propounded  to  him. 
'*  Simply  this  and  nothing  more." 

Decision  No,  22,  which  is  here  reproduced : 

22.  A  Mason  has  no  right  to  violate  the  chastity  of  a  Master  Mason's 
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daughter  UDder  the  plea  that  others  have  had  illicit  iDterconrse  with  her. 
To  her  father's  brother  she  is  chaste,  though  she  may  Dot  be  to  non 
Mi\8ous,  and  their  wroDg  will  not  excuse  his  crime, 

does  not  meet  our  approval ;  not  that  we  do  not,  equally  with  the 
Grand  Master,  abhor  the  crime  alluded  to,  but  our  objection  applies  to 
that  prostitution  of  language  and  confusion  of  ideas,  in  it,  whereby 
AastUy  is  attributed  to  a  strumpet  We  know  of  no  license,  poetic  or 
otherwise,  permitting  such  figurative  expressions,  and  the  language  is 
certainly  not  judicial.  The  illicit  intercourse  alluded  to  was  an  act  of 
fornication  of  peculiar  turpitude,  indeed  an  unpardonable  masonic 
otfense ;  but  there  neither  was  nor  could  there  be  any  violation  of  chastity 
involved  in  it,  unless,  as  is  not  supposible  in  the  case  as  stated,  the 
man  was  seduced  by  the  woman.  We  can  not  assimilate  or  even  digest 
the  Grand  Master's  fanciful  notions  about  chastity  as  expressed  in  this 
decision.  It  is  an  ill  use  of  a  sacred  name  ;  a  sacrilege  in  language  of 
virtue's  holy  shrine. 

We  are  far  too  practical  for  such  tropes  and  prefer  to  call  things, 
crimes  especially,  by  their  right  names. 

The  Grand  Master  devotes  nearly  six  pages  of  his  address  to  the 
defense  and  eulogy  of  masonry,  and  he  is  quite  as  severe  in  his  defen- 
sive thrusts  at  opponents,  as  he  is  eloquent  and  earnest  in  his  portrayal 
of  her  virtues  and  beneficence. 

Speaking  of  one  of  her  would-be  antagonists,  he  says  : 

An  organization  exists  in  Chicago,  the  object  of  which  is  to  oppose 
Freemasonry*.  They  call  themselves  "The  National  Christian  Associ- 
ation, opposed  to  Secrete  Societies."  They  show  their  deep  piety,  on 
the  start,  by  committing  a  fraud  upon,  and  crime  against,  the  postal 
laws  ;  they  sent  their  circular  to  the  New  York  Independent,  and,  doubt- 
less, other  papers  ;  and  on  the  inside  of  the  printed  matter,  snugly  hid- 
den, was  a  written  letter  to  the  editor. 

Speaking  of  another  e£fort  at  antagonism,  he  gives  the  following  inter- 
esting narrative  of  its  beginning  and  ending,  viz  : 

The  Reformed  Church,  which  held  its  General  Synod  in  Brooklyn,  in 
June  last,  had  a  desperate  wrestle.  The  bigots  in  that  church,  flatter- 
ing themselves  that  they  were  in  the  majority,  introduced  a  resolution 
in  the  Synod  to  force  all  who  were  Masons  out  of  the  Churfh.  But 
they  found,  to  their  sorrow,  that  Xhey  had  **  dug  up  more  snakes  than 
they  could  kill."  Nearly  every  doctor  of  divinity,  nearly  every  collie 
professor,  and  nearly  every  prominent  layman  in  the  Synod,  proved  to 
be  a  Mason.  Dr.  Porter,  one  of  their  ablest  divines,  said  :  ''Masonry 
does  not  hinder  any  man's  Christian  work.  I  wish  to  (iod  the  Chris- 
tian Church  knew  enough  to  copy  the  methods  ol  Masonic  Lodges,  that 
it  might  do  more  good.  You  never  find  widows  and  orphans  ol  Masons 
in  the  poor-house."  That  was  a  high  compliment  to  bo  paid  in  the 
face  of  such  bitter  hatred.  The  Synod,  iustt^ad  of  adopting  the  ridicu- 
lous resolutions,  declared  that  **every  organization  should  bo  judged 
by  its  fraits,"  and  that  the  fruits  of  Slasonry  were  good.  All  honor  to 
the  true  men  of  that  Synod. 
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We  note  with  approval  the  able  reports  of  its  Committees,  having 
special  reference,  just  here,  to  that  from  the  *' Committee  on  Appeals 
and  Grievances" — Brother  L.  A.  Pendall,  Chairman — waich,  to  oar 
thinking,  is  admirably  concise  and  appropriate. 

Brother  £.  H.  English,  P.  G.  Master,  from  the  *'  Committee  on  Ma- 
sonic Law  and  Usage,"  reported  favorably  (the  Grand  Lodge  approving) 
on  the  following  desirable  change  of  rules,  viz  : 

Besali'ed,  That,  upon  the  last  day  of  each  Annual  Communication, 
the  Gnind  Master  shall  appoint  tbe  following  committees,  each  to  con- 
sist of  five  membern,  to  nerve  at  the  next  Annual  Communication,  viz  : 

On  Appealrj  and  Grievances. 

On  Charters  and  Dispensations. 

On  Laws  and  Usage. 

And  said  committees  are  authorized  to  meet,  organize  and  consider 
such  matters  as  may  properly  come  before  them  two  days  before  each 
Annual  Communication. 

Brother  English  also,  as  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  gives  an 
interesting  annual  report  of  the  condition  and  working  of  St.  John's 
CoLLiECrE ;  which  indicates  usefulness,  with  moderate  but  hetUthy  pro- 
gress towards  its  future  establishment  and  triumph. 

Persevere  Brethren,  for  you  are  not  only,  in  this  struggle,  testing  your 
own  strength  and  allegiance  to  duty  ;  but  also  the  stability  of  masonic 
principles  generally.  Your  triumph  will  encourage,  your  failure  would 
dismay  the  craft,  at  home  and  abroad. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Brother  George  E.  Dodge,  Chairman,  the  Grand 
Lodge  considered  and  approved  the  proposition  to  omit  the  publication 
of  the  usual  annual  report  on 

COBBESPON  DENCE. 

The  reasons  stated  relate  mainly  to  the  *' printing  bill  *'  (is  that  all. 
Brother  D.?)  which  was  likely  to  be  made  '-large  enough"  by  the 
Lodge  Ktati.-fticH  (subseiiuently)  ordered  to  be  printed. 

We  accept  as  a  necessity,  but  do  not  relish,  this  unexpected  depriva- 
tion, for  we  had  hoped  to  hear  from  Brother  D.  on  some  matters  of  cur- 
rent iuterc-ht  to  correspouilents. 

But  he  has  not  altoge/her  escaped  publicity,  if  that  were  possibly 
designiMl,  for  he  appears  in  the  proceeiliugs  very  prominently,  as  Grand 
Orator,  and  as  buch  gives  us  an  ex(elleut  and  cLanietc  ristic  address  on 
the  pradiotl  duties  of  masonry. 

We  regret,  somewhat,  the  tone  of  his  remarks,  when  alluding  to  the 
anti(jnity  (su-called)  o!  tlie  institution,  as  being  u  little  sarcastic  towards 
the  advocates  of  **ancit.iit  origin,"  more  so,  probably,  than  he  intended 
iheui  to  be.  Pi.rhuph,  as  one  of  the  ancients,  we  are  a  little  touchy  on 
that  subject,  but  we  could  not  help  feeling,  in  reading  that  portion  of 


1881.]  APPENDIX.  79 

his  addreus,  a  desire  to  set  the  claims  of  the  antiqnnrians  "right  in  his 

Bight." 

No  rational  believer  in  its  "ancient  origin,"  ever  suggestad  that  the 
old  age  of  masonry  inculcated  any  other  lo8son  than  the  one  Brother  D. 
so  impressively  teaches  in  his  address,  i.  e.  the  obligation  to  recognise 
and  porsae  with  zealons  and  persevering  effort  the  labors  of  the  present 
boar  and  era,  as  of  paramount  force  and  consideration.  If  age  brings 
not  with  it  such  wisdom,  it  is  at  best  only  senility,  decrepitude.  The 
ancients  lived  and  labored,  aod  nil  research  abundantly  illustrates  this, 
as  practical  workers  as  well  as  illustrators  of  the  principles  and  designs 
of  masonry.  They  were  characterized  by  devotion  to  principle,  and 
neglected  none  of  the  practical  duties  of  life  incident  to  their  necessi- 
ties and  snrrouudings. 

They  lived  in  and  for  the  (then)  present,  but  "they  builded  wiser 
than  they  knew,*'  "for  their  works  do  follow"  and  live  after  them. 
Every  lesson  of  ancient  masonry  tells  of  daily  duties  promptly  and  am- 
ply performed,  producing  results  which  extend  Ix^yond  the  era  and  emer- 
gency which  prompted  the  effort,  leaving  a  large  residuum  of  the  pro- 
ducts of  their  constant  toil,  both  physical  and  intellectual,  to  astound 
posterity,  through  unnumbered  centuries  of  inquiry  and  discovery. 
The  multiplied  evidences  of  their  scientific  skill,  of  their  true  concep- 
tion of  the  finite  and  the  Infinite,  illustrated  by  enduring  monuments 
attesting  the  wisdom,  strength  and  beauty  of  their  works  and  wa3'8,  are 
still  the  wonders  of  the  world.  We  are  as  pigmies,  compared  with  those 
whom  it  is  our  privilege  to  claim  as  our  illustrious  progenitors;  the  ma- 
sons whose  imprint  of  power  and  character  is  indelibly  impressed  upon 
the  progress  and  civilization  of  our  race  in  every  advance  of  population 
westward  from  the  Orient 

Speak  not,  therefore,  slightingly  of  age,  as  connected  with  masonry, 
but  let  it  rather  be  our  joy  to  love  and  emulate  her  noble  examples  of 
virtue  and  high  emprise  which  "nor  age  can  chill,  nor  rival  steal,  nor 
falsehood  disavow." 

Brother  D.'s  oration  is  touchingly  eloquent  and  stirring  in  its  appeals, 
and  must  have  produced  important  practical  results. 

The  Grand  Orient  of  Spain  had  commissioned  Brother  George  Thorn- 
burgh  (P.  G.  M.)  as  its  representative,  and  he  was  recxdved  "and  wel- 
comed with  the  Grand  Honors,  and  with  an  appropriate  address  by  the 
Grand  Master." 

Representative  Thornbnrgh's  roBponse  to  this  address  is  slightly  on 
the  grandiloquent  order.  He  proclaims  the  Grand  Orient  of  Spain  as 
the  mother  and  sister  of  the  Gmud  Lodge  of  Arkansas,  and  wpeaks  as 
though  there  was  only  one,  instead  ol  four  or  five,  as  is  tln^  fact,  con- 
testants for  the  honor  of  governing  masons  in  Spain.  The  truth  is, 
that  chaoe  has  como  again — masonically  at  least— in  that  distracted 
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country,  ond  it  is  bard  to  tell  who  is  who,  of  the  namerous  claimaDts  of 
the  Grand  Ilouors  aud  prerogatives.  Certaiuiy,  the  Grand  Orient  is  not 
a  government  like  unto  our  Grand  Lodge  institutions,  nor  is  the  Spain 
of  to-day,  in  any  rational  view  of  it,  the  Spain  which  patronized  Co- 
lumbus, and  through  him  wrought  wonders  of  discovery,  which  Brother 
Thorn  burgh's  rhetoric  seems  to  assume. 

GRAND  OFFICEBS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  J.  H.  Van  Hoose Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  L  E.  Barber  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 336 

Number  of  Lodges  U.  D tt 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA,  1880. 

This  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  commenced  its  ninth  annual  communica- 
tion in  Victoria,  Saturdaiy,  June  10th,  A.  D.  1880 — M.  W.  Eli  Harrison 
Sr.,  Grand  Master,  presiding,  aud  six  (all)  chartered  lodges  represented. 

The  proceedings  before  us  indicate  satisfactory  conditions  of  har- 
mony and  prosperity  among  the  Craft  of  that  jurisdiction,  and  as  the 
Grand  Master's  excellent  annual  address  is  suggestive  of  (his  views  were 
fully  sustained  by  the  resolutions  adopted)  the  work  of  the  lodge  at  this 
commuuiciition,  we  give  the  following  extmcts  therefrom  as  indices  of 
their  most  important  topics  of  discussion  and  legislation. 

FOIIEIGN   BEIJITIONS. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  has  acknowledged  this  Grand  Lodge, 
but  not  in  that  generous  spirit  in  which  other  Grand  Bodies  have  wel- 
comed us,  nor  with  the  kind  and  fraternal  greeting  accorded  by  our 
Mother  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  for  you  have  the  old  charters  which 
she  returned,  adorning  the  wails  of  your  lodge-rooms. 

She  has  also  paid  us  the  compliment  of  exchanging  representatives, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  if  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  knew  how  much 
we  appreciated  these  courtesies,  she  would  very  soon  follow  their  truly 
masonic  example.  While  on  this  subject,  I  wish  to  call  your  attention 
to  several  important  points  in  the  communication  trom  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Scotland.  She  claims  the  right  to  protect  any  lodge  or  lodges  that 
may  wish  to  adhere  to  their  allegiaucy  to  Her  Tn  this  jurisdiction;  this 
point  there  can  be  no  objection  to,  as  there  are  no  such  lodges  in  the 
Province^ 

The  next  subject  is  one  of  a  more  serious  nature,  and  I  think  there 
must  be  some  misunderstanding  in  the  printing  of  the  communication, 
as  she  elaims  the  right  to  protect  any  lodge  which  may  hereafter  choose 
to  adhere  to  her  in  this  jurisdiction.  If  the  intention  is  to  charter 
lodges  in  this  juristiiction  similar  to  those  that  she  has  chartered  in  the 
jurisdiction  of  Quebec,  it  is  an  assumed  power  which  would  afifect  the 
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Craft  in  general,  and  c.innot  be  tolerated.  The  practice  of  each  a  power 
in  other  eHtabliHhed  jarisdictionR  would  have  a  tendency  to  create  dis- 
order and  brinf^  contempt  on  this  ancient  Fraternity.  Wo  have  seen 
snfficient  in  this  Province  of  masonic  work  under  several  Grand  Bodies 
to  satisfy  os  that  the  principle  is  wrong,  and  does  not  produce  that 
peace  and  harmony  which  is  the  strength  and  support  of  all  well  gov- 
erned institatiuns.  I  should  therefore  be  glad  if  the  next  communica- 
tion from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  should  remove  all  doubts  on 
that  subject. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales  has  been  duly  acknowledged, 
and  Grand  Bepresentatives  exchanged  with  that  Grand  Body.  I  feel 
confident  that  the  members  of  this  Grand  Lodge  will  be  gratified  to 
hei^r  that  the  Board  of  General  Purposes,  on  carefully  examining  this 
subject,  have  approved  of  my  recommendation  at  our  last  communica- 
tion, and  found  the  brethren  in  that  part  of  the  globe  duly  organized 
and  worthy  of  our  support  and  confidence;  and  may  God  be  with  them 
and  bless  them  in  their  work. 

CHABITT. 


Let  no  brother  be  disfellowshipped  or  suspended  for  non-payment  of 
dues,  without  carefully  couRidering  all  the  circumstances  connected  with 
the  case,  for  many  who  appear  comfortably  provided  for,  need  our  sym- 
pathy and  forbearance,  but  those  who  are  seen  continnally  indulging  in 
saperfinities  and  needless  expense,  and  refuse  to  contribute  their  mite, 
should  be  reminded  of  their  several  duties,  and  if  persisting  in  such 
conduct,  should  be  deprived  of  their  privileges  and  benefits  as  masons, 
and  suspended  from  the  Order,  that  their  names  may  not  appear  on  the 
roll  of  the  lodge,  as  a  reproach  to  the  true  and  worthy. 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  made  a  brief  report,  sim- 
ply acknowledging  receipt  of  numerous  proceedings  of  Grand  Lodges; 
those  of  Alabama  for  1879  being  thus  referred  to,  and  expressing  <*  re- 
gret that  owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour  at  which  they  were  received 
by  us  for  review,  we  have  been  unable  to  take  more  than  a  cursory 
glance  at  them;  insufficient  to  do  justice  to  the  task  imposed  upon  us.*' 

We  regret,  equally  with  the  committee,  the  absence  of  such  a  report 
as  might  have  been  produced,  had  they  been  more  promptly  supplied 
with  the  "docaments,*' and  hope  for  ** better  luck  next  time.** 

OBAND  OFFICERS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Eli  Harrison  Sr.  (re-elected) Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  Edgar  Crow  Baker  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 6 

CALIFORNIA,  1880. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  California  convened  its  thirty-first  annual 
eommnuication  at  San  Francisco,  Tuesday,  October  I2th,  A.  D.  1880. 
6 


82  APPENDIX.  [1881. 

Present — M.  W.  GraDd  Master  William  WilKon  Traylor,  with  all,  save 
one,  of  bis  associate  Gnind  Officers,  and  the  representatives  of  188  char- 
tered lodges,  and  also  delegates  from  4  lodges  U.  D. 

The  minutes  record  the  fact  that  "the  only  vacant  chair  of  all  the 
Grand  Officers  was  that  of  onr  late  venerable  brother  Siimnel  Graves, 
Grand  Bible  Bearer,  who  died  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  July  last,  and  in 
respect  to  whose  memory  the  vacancy  was  not  filled." 

The  Grand  Master,  in  his  address,  feelingly  alladcs  to  the  death  of 
Brother  Graves  (dating  that  event,  however,  on  the  30th  of  AufjnsU  in- 
stead of  Jult/t  as  above,  j  in  the  following  appropriate  words,  viz  : 

Trae,  that  our  Great  Grand  Master  did,  in  his  infinite  wiHdom  and 
goodness,  grant  to  our  brother  a  life  longer  than  the  allotted  time  of 
which  the  Pr>almist  speaks,  still  eveiy  day  and  every  act  in  his  lift^  has 
been  exm^iAnry,  and  although  taken  Irom  us  at  that  rii>e  age  which  he 
attained,  eighty-six  years,  we  feel  the  loss  of  one  whose  worth  of  char- 
acter, purity  of  motive,  kindness  in  intercourse,  and  love  and  zeal  in 
the  masonic  world  endeared  him  to  his  brethren.  Brother  Samuel 
Graves  was,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  the  oldeHt  mason  in  tht?  jurisdic- 
tion of  this  Grand  Lodge.  For  more  than  sixty  years  he  remained  a 
member  of,  and  attached  to  the  principles  of  the  Misouic  Order,  and 
dnring  seven  years  (Mist  he  had  filled  the  position  of  Grand  Bible  Bearer 
in  this  Grand  Lodge. 

What  an  expanse ,of  life,  all  devoted  to  virtue,  charity,  improvement, 
and  perfect  fellowship!  What  an  encomium  upon  the  tenets,  aims,  and 
workof  our  honored  and  cherished  institution!  Praise  to  the  brother 
who,  through  so  long  and  useful  a  life,  has  added  to  the  lustre  of  ma- 
sonry by  his  zeal,  fidelity  and  devotion. 

To  such  a  mason.  Low  easy  the  transition  from   the    earthl3'  to  the 

heavenly  lodge,  how  welcome  the  call  irom  labor  here  to  refreshment 

above.     Call  it  not  death  to  be  thus  translated  — freed  from  the  mantle 

of  flesh  and  arrayed  in  the  shining  robes  of  immorUility!    Indeed — 

*•  There  is  no  death  !     The  stars  go  down 
To  rise  upon  some  fairer  shore. 
And  bright  in  Heaven's  jeweled  crown 
They  shine  forevermore." 

The  proceedings  before  us  do  not  indicate  the  presence  of  perplexing 
questions,  local  or  otherwisi*,  likely  to  disturb  the  harmony  of  the 
lodge,  and  the  commuuicatfon,  extending  from  Tuesday  to  Saturday, 
inclusive,  peems  to  have  been  devo'.ed,  almost  exclusively,  to  matters 
of  internal  jurindiction  and  legislation. 

The  Grand  Master's  addres.s,  though  a  very  good  executive  message, 
seems  a  little  tame,  compared  with  the  three  Kupor- excellent  ones  ema- 
nating from  his  immediate  predecessor  in  the  Grand  Enst;  but  as  com- 
parisons are  proverbially  odious,  we  must  consider  this  as  if  it  were 
not  compared,  at  least  with  standards  above  the  aventge  of  such  ad- 
dressi'S.  and  thus  we  are  onahli-d  to  realize  its  concise  and  appropriate 
narration  of  the  events  and  suggestions  it  waa  designed  to  relate  and 
enforce. 
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He  says  of  masonry : 

Well  might  it  be  8aid  of  onr  ioBtitation  that  it  is  semper  eadem,  a 
boast  of  later  aud  less  ancient  institations,  but  more  properly  attribu- 
table to  ours,  which  demands  the  preservation  of  the  ancient  landmarks ; 
and  therefore  I  deem  that  1  followed  my  duty  in  purnuing  the  course 
prescribi^d  by  previous  Grand  Manters  and  the  laws  and  decisions  laid 
down  by  former  Grand  Lodges,  holding  in  view  this  doctrine  of  pre- 
aerving,  as  nearly  as  possible,  the  established  law. 

We  c:in  look  with  admiration  aud  satisfaction  upon  the  progress  of 
oar  tenets.  While  political  convulsions  shake  the  earth,  while  rule  or 
miKrule  calls  forth  the  approval  or  disapproval  of  nations,  that  one 
inefficeable  word  and  grand  sentiment  emblazoned  on  our  binner  and 
devicf',  lives  and  shines— * 'charity."  Sweet  word  and  link  which  binds 
us  to  the  Order^  and  makes  ours  the  family,  governed,  not  by  the  auto- 
crsUic  will  of  the  individual  or  the  arrogated  power  of  the  few,  but  by 
that  consent  of  all.  which,  under  the  direction  of  the  Grand  Architect, 
is  cemented  through  a  love,  divine,  in  the  absence  of  all  selfiMbn^ss,  and 
in  the  presence  of  a  sacrificing  spirit  binding  man  to  man  and  brother 
to  brother.  It  has  always  been  a  matter  of  surprise  that  the  bonds  of 
fraternal  love  which  should  and  which  do  exist  in  Masonry  have  with- 
stood all  the  assaults  caused  by  divergence  in  religious,  economical,  and 
political  ideas,  and  why  not?  Is  there,  or  has  there  ever  been,  a 
grander  structure  in  ethics  than  that  which  inculcates  the  doctrine  that 
where  we  are  placed  to  sufifer  and  fail,  we  are  also  placed  to  aid,  encour- 
age lift  up  and  help?  This  it  is  which  gives  undying  existence  to  and 
adorns  with  grandeur  our  institution;  this  it  is  which  has  enabled 
MaAonry  to  withstand  aud  overcome  the  aggressions  and  attacks  of 
religious  bigotry,  vulgar  envy,  and  political  suspicion. 

We  may  well  say  that  as  Masons  we  are  placed  upon  a  platform  from 
which  we  may  look  down  upon  the  worldly  strifes  and  pursuits  of  the 
profane,  following  that  higher  and  better  aim  which  calls  upon  us  to 
cherish  brotherly  love  and  charity.  Not  only  the  charity  which  prompts 
succor  to  those  who  are  oppressed  or  laid  low  by  want,  misfortune,  or 
malignity,  but  also  that  which  prompts  us  to  counsel  tenderly,  to  judge 
leniently,  to  forjjive  readily,  tocncoun\ge  the  weary,  and  to  raise  up  the 
brother  who  falters  or  falls  by  the  wayside  in  the  wearying  struggles  of 
life.  That  charity  which  impels  us  to  impart  of  our  strength  to  the 
weaker  brethren,  not  through  the  hope  of  reward,  but  through  that 
sense  of  duty  which  the  exalted  tenets  of  our  Order  creates  and  perfects. 

To  theee  sentiments  we  most  cordially  assent — excepting  always  to 
that  mtsnonier  Obdeb,  used  instead  of  'fraternity"  or  'institution." 
Truly  the  **yreat  lights''  the  grand  "/a/wZ-mrtr/r,"  the  life  and  glory  of 
masonry  is  Loye,  sometimes  called  charity,  erroneously  so,  however,  for 
the  latter  is  but  an  attribute  of  love;  wo  must  not  mistake  the  effect  for 
the  caose,  nor  speak  of  a  part  as  comprehending  the  whole.  Love  is  a 
Heaven-inspired  principle  as  necessary  to  the  life  and  prosperity  of 
masonry  as  is  the  blood  to  the  life  of  the  body.  '*It  weis  so  in  the  be- 
ginning, is  now,  and"  we  hope,  "ever  will  be,"  our  strength  and  sup- 
port. Would  that  masons  could  more  and  more  realize  that  this  immor- 
tal principle  of  Love  is  the  inner  life,  the  soul  of  our  organization,  and 
govern  themselves  accordingly;  to  the  end  that  good  deeds  and  true  char- 
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ity  may  have  their  perfect  work,  iu  driving  oat  all  envy  and  coDtentioDS 
from  oar  ranks,  and  perpetuating  that  jnst  emulation  as  to  **who  can  best 
work  and  best  agree/'  the  sure  prophecy  of  the  continued  and  perpetual 
semper  eadem  of  masonic  life  and  usefulness. 

With  Love  as  our  anchor,  sure  and  steadfast,  come  storm  or  flood,  in 
all  calamity,  in  every  crisis  of  malignity  and  persecution  from  without, 
we  are  securely  moored  and  can  ride  out  the  storm,  safely  and  serenely, 
be  it  never  so  threatening  or  violent. 

The  Grand  Master  says  that: 

The  past  masonic  year  has  not  been  distinguished  by  anything  beyond 
ordinary  events.  The  Craft  within  the  jurisdiction  ot  this  Gn\nd  Lodge 
can  safely  be  said  to  have  generally  prospered,  and  onr  relations  with 
other  Grand  Lodges  are  unchanged  and  of  the  most  amicable  character. 

And  this  is  fully  attested  by  our  reading  of  the  minutes. 

We  note  just  here  the  rejection,  by  decisive)  votes,  of  several  pending 
propositions  to  change  the  constitution,  all  in  favor  of  the  reduction  of 
fees.  One  proposed  to  reduce  the  cost  of  the  degrees  from  $oO  so  $30. 
Another  suggested  $75,  instead  of  $125,  for  diHpensations  for  new 
Lodges,  another  third  proposed  $5,  instead  of  $10,  as  the  fee  for  a  dis- 
pensation to  elect  ofliccrs,  after  failure  to  do  so  at  the  prescribed  time. 
We  are  always  gratified  to  note  such  failures  to  cheapen  the  process  of 
making  masons  and  creating  Lodges.  The  fees  for  special  dispensa- 
tions to  elect,  etc.,  are  not  so  familiar  to  us,  as  that  rule  does  not  obtain 
in  this  jurisdiction;  but  we  are  inclined  to  think  it  were  well  if  it  did, 
for  Lodges  delinquent,  in  that  respect  would  be  justly  mulcted  with  fees 
for  failing  to  heed  the  requirements  of  the  edicts,  and  the  cost  of  healing, 
in  case  of  neglect,  might  tend  to  prevent  such  irregularities. 

Several  decisions  are  reported  by  the  Grand  Master,  two  only  which 
we  propose  to  quote,  one  approvingly,  the  other  to  note  our  objections 
to  his  ruling. 

He  answers  a  very  strangely  unmasonic  overture,  from  one  of  his 
Lodges,  with  the  following  very  appropriate  decision,  viz. : 

In  your  communication,  San  Benito  Lodge  sets  forth  the  theory  that 
when  a  member  of  a  Lodge  dies  he  ceases  to  be  a  member  thereof,  and 
therefore  the  widow  and  oiphans  of  such  deceased  Mason  have  no 
longer  any  claim  upon  the  lodge  nif  which  he  was  a  member,  but  must 
look  to  Masons  geuerully  for  that  relief  and  cousoLition  which  ihe 
brother  was  taught  to  believe  would  be  given  by  members  of  his  own 
Lodge.  This  position  is  wholly  untenable  and  at  variance  with  every 
principle  of  Masonry.  When  a  Lodge  of  Masons  neyhfcts  or  refuses  to 
care  for  and  relieve  the  necessities  and  wants  of  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  its  deceased  members,  being  able  so  to  do,  its  day  of  usefulness  has 
passed  and  its  existence  should  cease. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  jx>int  out  my  reasons  for  this  answer.  Suf- 
fi.-e  it  to  say  that  if  any  virtue  is  by  Masonry  placetl  upon  the  broadest 
gauge,  it  is  charity,  and  no  evasion  of  the  sacred  dutii«  it  prescribes  is 


1881.]  APPENDIX.  85 

nnder  any  circumstanceR  eicuRable.     I  am  pleased   to  report  that  the 
Lodge  replied,  a<liuittiDg  its  error. 

The  following  however  is  so  opposed  to  all  the  sacredness  attaching 
to  Lodge  precincts  and  work,  as  to  shock  our  masonic  sensibilities: 

That  there  is  nothing  unmasonic,  prohibited,  or  even  reprehensible 
in  holding  a  dancing  party  in  a  Masonic  hall.  Social  festivities,  when 
properly  conducted,  do  not  desecrate  the  Lodge-room,  it  being  under- 
Bto^xi  of  course,  that  the  members  on  such  occasions  are  not  to  be 
clothed  as  Masons. 

How  can  the  dance  be  comfortably  conducted  in  the  Lodge  unless 
the  "decks'*  are  previously  ^'cleared  for  action,"  the  room  dismantled 
of  its  masonic  ornaments,  its  masonic  lights  extinguished,  its  garlands 
dead,  and  all  but  mirth  departed?  The  rules  and  methods  of  '^social 
festivities'^  are  certainly  not  displayed  on  any  masonic  trestle  board 
with  which  we  are  famiilar. 

We  have  a  dim  recollection  of  a  tradition  in  which  masonry  and 
dancing  were  somewhat  intimately  associated,  but  this  association  cost 
our  patron  saint,  John  the  Baptist,  his  headt  and  is  rather  to  be  heeded 
as  a  warning  against,  than  as  a  precedent  favoring,  such  an  unnatural 
and  unnecessary  combination  of  opposites,  f^  the  work  of  the  Lodge 
and  the  festivities  of  the  dance.  Possibly  our  friends  of  the  Occident 
may  intend  to  create  a  new  side-deyree  to  illustrate  the  legend  of 
Herod's  birth  right  dance  and  its  tragic  result.  If  so,  cull  it  for  Hero- 
dias'  daughter  and  let  it  teach  the  moral  of  her  triumphant  dance — 
the  prevalence  of  vanity  over  virtue.  But  even  when  thus  intended  the 
show  bad  best  be  displayed  in  a  more  public  place  than  a  Lodge  Hall. 

The  report  of  Gnind  Secretary  Bro.  Alex.  G.  Abell,  supplements  the 
Grand  Master's  address  with  much  valuable  information,  presented  in 
his  usual  able  and  comprehensive  manner;  but  we  refer  to  it  not  so 
much  for  the  purpose  of  illustrating  tho  special  merits  of  this  particu- 
lar work,  as  of  recording  the  very  just  appreciation  of  his  long  (25 
years)  and  valuable  services  to  the  Grand  Lodge  contributed  by  the 
special  committee  to  whom  this  report  was  referred.  Thoy  report  as 
follows: 

**  Paint  me  as  I  am.  If  you  leave  out  a  wrinkle  or  a  scar,  I  will  not 
pay  you  a  shilling,"— was  the  language  of  the  renownei  Cromwell  to 
the  artist  when  sitting  for  his  portrait.  **The  great  Protector  did  not 
wish  all  that  was  characteristic  in  his  countenance  to  be  lost."  **He 
was  contont  that  the  face  should  go  forth  marked  with  all  the  blemishes 
which  had  been  put  on  it  by  time,  by  war,  by  sleepless  nights,  by  anx- 
iety; but  with  valor,  policy,  authority,  and  public  care  written  in  all 
its  princely  lines."  It  is  thus  that  your  committee  proposes  to  paint 
the  official  portrait  of  your  Grand  Secretary  during  the  quarter  of  a 
century  in  which  he  hasserved  this  Grand  Body.  But iustej\d of  •' scars 
and  wrinkles,"  they  will  present  a  partial  review  of  his  labors  for  th^ 
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Grand  Lodge,  wherein  hnrf  been  expended  "Bleeplens  nights,  anxiety, 
public  care,  policy,  and  valor"  ko  great  that,  if  not  written  in  '•princely 
lines"  npou  hiH  face,  have  neverthclesH  impaired  a  vigorons  manhood 
and  produced  a  record  of  labors  seldom  equaled  and  perhaps  never 
excelled— a  lifetime,  as  it  were,  in  the  service  of  the  Grand  Lodge — a 
brief  resume  of  which  is  here  presented  : — 

In  May,  1855,  when  our  Grand  Secretary  first  entered  upon  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  of  that  office,  there  were  upon  the  roll  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  seventy>eight  subordinate  Lodges,  with  an  aggregate 
membership  of  two  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-one.  To-day,  there 
are  borne  upon  our  roll  two  hundred  and  thirteen  existing  Lodges,  with 
an  estimated  membership  of  twelve  thousand  four  hundred.  During 
the  period,  one  hundred  and  eighty-three  Lodges  have  been  instituted^- 
thd  last  chartered  one  being  numbered  two  hundred  and  fifty-seven, 
with  four  under  dispensation.  The  Constitution  of  our  Grand  Lodge — 
the  most  perfect  in  all  its  provisions  that  it  has  ever  l)een  the  privilege 
of  your  committee  to  examine— is  the  result  solely  of  his  labor  and 
research,  and  was  prepared  and  submitted  in  1857  and  adopted  in  1859. 
The  Funeral  Service  of  our  jurisdiction,  which,  for  its  elegance  of  dic- 
tion and  for  the  affecting  and  impressive  solemnity  which  characterizes 
its  ever^'  sentence,  could  hardly  be  surpassed,  was  principally  the  work 
of  his  hand.  The  forms  for  dispt^usatious,  charters,  diplomas,  com- 
missions, and  all  the  blanks  and  formulas  used  by  the  Gmnd  Lodge, 
together  with  all  the  blaujcs,  books,  forms  for  records,  and  for  proceed- 
ings at  trials,  which  make  the  work  of  Secretaries  of  subordinate  Lodges 
so  easy,  so  tree  from  mistake,  and  so  gretitly  labor-saving,  are  also  a 
part  of  his  labors  for  the  good  of  masonry  in  this  jurisdiction.  Our 
proceedings — the  result  of  bis  careful  supervision  and  thorough  scholar- 
ship—have  given  us  a  credit  and  standing  abroad  which  is  second  to 
none  among  the  Grand  Lodges  of  the  world.  In  fact,  the  history  of  our 
Grand  Lodge  during  the  twenty-five  years  past  has  been  his  history,  and 
it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  it  is  a  retrospect  of  which  every  California 
mason  may  well  be  proud. 

The  report  of  '^Ihe  Masonic  Board  ol  Kelief  of  San  Francisco.*'  gives 
evidence  of  important  and  useful  work  in  their  sjx-cial  department  of 
charity  distribution.     They  had  expended  in  aid  of  the  indigent  from 

1856  to  1879  inclusive $15G,5:n  16 

and  for  the  current  year  of  1880 11,300  67 

Making  the  total  for  the  25  years  of $167,838  03 

fully  one-half  of  which,  in  all  probability,  was  used  in  relieving  appli- 
cants belonging  to  other  jurisdictions,  transient  sojourners  in  Califor- 
nia. 

The  Grand  Orator,  Brother  Edgar  F.  Preston,  at  the  appointed  time, 
spoke  eloquently  and  instructivoly  of  the  duties  of  masonry,  as  illus- 
trated and  enforced  by  the  tenets  of  our  profession.  The  oration  is 
commenilably  brief  and  appropriate  ;  but  there  is  one  fault,  of  expres- 
sion, an  inaccuracy  or  oddity,  where  he  alludes  to  the  frakrnity  as  our 
OKDEB.    The  use  of  this  term  as  applied  to  masonic  associations  is  not 
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classic,  to  oar  thinking,  and  its  too  frequent  nse  only  increoRes  oar 
arersion  to  it. 

The  following  resolutions  offered  by  the  Deputy  Grand  Master,  were 
adopted,  and  we  shall  eagerly  and  hopefully  watch  the  deiioumerU  of  this 
suggested  **new  departure.'* 

Resolved,  That  this  Grand  Lodge  will,  as  soon  as  practicable,  estab- 
lish some  comprehensive  and  elHcient  institution  for  the  relief  and  sup- 
port of  widows  and  orphans  of  deceased  Master  Manons. 

liesolved.  That  a  special  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  investi- 
gate this  subject,  with  instructions  to  report,  at  the  next  Annual  Com- 
munication, a  plan  for  the  establishment  and  maintenance  oi  such  an 
institution  under  the  auspices  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

P.  G.  M.  John  Mills  Browne,  was  the  recipient  of  a  handsome  testi- 
monial in  the  shape  of  "a  masonic  breakfast  service  of  silver."  The 
P.  G.  Master  was  unavoidably  absent,  and  the  very  appropriate  presenta- 
tion address  was  responded  to  in  eloquent  terms  of  acknowledgment  by 
P.  G.  Master  Leonidas  E.  Pratt,  in  behslf  of  P.  G  Master  Browne. 
The  occasion  could  not  have  been  more  happily  improved — nor  the 
worthy  absentee  better  represented  than  by  this  aptly  spoken  acknowl- 
edgement—certainly the  speaker  was  in  full  rapi^ori  with  the  occasion. 

THE  BEPOBT  ON  COBBE8PONDENCB 

is  as  usual  from  the  pen  of  Brother  William  H.  Hill,  Chairman,  and  is 
in  lull  keeping  with  his  previous  and  well  appreciated  efforts  in  that 
department. 

The  proceedings  of  Alabama  for  1879  are  considerately  reviewed  in 
this  interesting  report,  and  he  gives  us  also  in  his  comprehensive  and 
ioBtructive  way  pleasant  news  from  some  fifty  other  Grand  Lodges. 
He  says  of  Alabama,  *'the  Grand  Master's  address  is  well  written,  but 
very  brief,  and  deals  entirely  in  local  matters  "—approves  of  Grand 
Master  Armstrong's  opinion  that  the  Grand  Lodge  reversal  on  appeal 
from  Lodge  judgments  of  suspension  or  expulsion,  should  restore  the 
appellant  to  Lodge  membership  (Alabama  law  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
Rtanding),  and  says  the  law  of  California  provides  for  such  restoration. 
We  have  heretofore  expressed  our  conviction  that  a  court  of  appeal 
which  can  not  or  does  not  in  its  judgments  protect  all  the  rights  of 
appellants,  is  either  not  a  supreme  arbiter  or  fails  to  assert  that  suprem- 
acy. We  hold  that  a  reversal  of  sentence  in  such  cases,  which  does  not 
restore  the  contestant  to  Lodge  membership,  fails  to  respond  to  one  of 
the  most  important  demands  of  the  appeal,  to  the  injury  of  the  individ- 
ual mason,  and  that  the  law  which  prescribes  such  limited  judgments 
merely  cramps  the  power  and  efficiency  of  the  Grand,  while  no  compen- 
sating advanUige  enures  to  the  subordinate  Lodge.  But  wo  are  not 
disposed  to  argue  the  point  further,  and  therefore  leave  off  just  here. 
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We  find  two  notable  references  in  this  report  to  the  mooted  question 

of  "reimbursement  for  relief  granted."    We  quote  the  one  elicited  by 

Dlinois  thus : 

The  Grand  Master  alludes  to  his  correspondence  with  our  Grand 
Master  Browne,  relative  to  the  claim  of  the  Masonic  Board  of  Relief  of 
San  Francisco  upon  Dearborn  Lodge  No.  310,  of  Chicago,  tor  reimburse- 
ment on  account  of  relief  granted  to  a  brother  of  that  Lodge.  He 
communicated  with  that  Lodge  on  the  subject,  but  says  that  he  advised 
Grand  Master  Browne  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  **had  never 
recognized  the  principle  involved  in  this  claim,  unless  the  relief  fur- 
nished Brother  Hoyt  had  been  with  the  assent  of  the  Lodge.**  He 
endorses  fully  the  views  of  his  predecessor,  Grand  Master  Bobbins, 
that  *' Charity  will  not  tolerate  any  expectation  of  remuneration  for  its 
kind  offices."  All  this  sounds  very  well  as  a  theory,  and  we  know  how 
nnmercituUy  Brother  Bobbins  excoiiatt*s  us  for  our  policy  in  such  mat-  * 
ters.  We  have  no  desire  to  continue  the  discussion  of  this  subject,  but 
repeat  the  substance  of  a  remark  in  a  previous  report,  that  if  Brother 
Bobbins,  or  the  Grand  Master,  had  a  little  of  the  kind  of  work  thrown 
upon  him  that  is  the  daily  lot  of  our  San  Francisco  Board,  their  opin- 
ions would  change  somewhat  Perhaps  not,  but  wo  have  an  opinion 
that  way. 

If  we  understand  Brother  Hills  views,  he  sustains  the  position  that  a 
lodge  or  an  association  of  masons  (or  even  a  brother,  say,)  contributing 
to  the  relief  of  a  sojourning  brother,  can  justly  claim  of  his  Lodge 
reimbursement  for  the  amount  so  expended.  We  state  the  proposition 
in  our  own  words  for  the  sake  of  brevity,  and  partly,  too,  that  the  state- 
ment itself  may  aid  in  refuting  the  claim.  For  if  a  Lodge,  a  Grand 
Lodge,  an  individual  mason,  or  a  charitable  association  of  such  indi- 
viduals, may  properly  claim  compensation  for  such  advances,  wherein 
consists  the  charity  of  the  relief  thus  administered?  Help  extended  to 
hn  indigent  brother  under  such  conditions,  is  not  the  masonic  relief 
which  the  tenets  of  our  profession  enjoin,  as  we  apprehend  them,  but 
only  a  loan  at  risk,  possibly,  and  without  interest  compensation,  prob- 
ably, but  still  essentially  a  loan  to  be  returned  by  the  associates  of  the 
beneficiary.  If  the  Brethren  of  California,  or  any  where  else,  insist 
upon  the  right  to  be  repaid  for  such  services  to  indigent  travelers,  they 
should  not  call  it  charity  nor  associate  it  with  the  beneficence  enjoined 
by  masonic  duties,  but  designate  it  as  it  is.  We  can  readily  understand 
the  propriety  of  cisfcintj  Lodges,  able  to  provide  for  their  own  members, 
to  refund  such  expenditures,  and  can  see  too  the  advantages  to  inure  to 
all  parties  if  the  Lodges,  able  to  respond,  should  promptly  remit  on 
such  request,  and  thus  aid  in  extending  advantages  to  the  more  needy 
of  other  Lodges.  True  masonic  etiquette  would  require  such  action 
in  the  conditions  supposed  ;  but  this  does  not  establish  the  right  claimed 
by  California,  as  we  understand  it,  of  advancing  to  the  indigent  of  other 
jurisdictions  at  the  expense  of  and  icUhoui  the  consent  of  the  Lodge  or 
jurisdiction  whose  funds  are  thus  (in  reality  too,  if  the  claim  alluded  to 
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is  tenable)  to  be  disbursed  by  brethren  anfamiliar  with  her  wishes  and 
rt^ODrces.  The  claim  above  indicated  is  repudiated  by  several  Grand 
Lodges,  among  them  Iowa,  Ulinoid,  New  York,  and  Pennsylvania,  are 
prominent. 

While  there  exists  no  right  to  demand  reimbarsement  for  such  expend- 
itnres,  there  is  however  a  recognized  masonic  courtesy  (dnty,  indeed, 
for  we  most  bear  each  other's  bordens,)  which  forbids  us  to  permit  such 
^hardens  to  fall  too  heavily  upon  distant  brethren  ;  especially  those 
whose  advantages  of  climate  and  location  (as  in  the  cases  of  California 
and  Colorado)  singles  them  out  as  places  of  refuge  lor  the  invalid  brother 
in  search  of  restoration,  resulting  undoubtedly  in  extraordinary  de- 
mands  upon  the  charity  and  fiuternal  hospitality  oi  the  brethren  visited. 
It  is  but  reasonable  that  Lodges  or  Jurisdictions,  whose  members  have 
received  such  benefits,  should  heed  these  considerations  and,  on  inti- 
mation of  the  fact,  reimburse  the  expenditures  as  promptly  and  fully  as 
their  means  will  permit. 

No  Lodge  can  be  required  to  refund  advances  made  to  its  members 
without  its  consent ;  and  yet  no  Lodge  can  honorably  ignore  benefits 
of  that  ilk  without  due  effort  at  restoration,  and  most  Lodges  could,  if 
they  would,  take  proper  care  oi  and  pay  all  ordinary  expenses  of  their 
indigent  members.  To  request  reimbursement  is  admissible,  to  demand 
it  is,  beyond  question,  wrong. 

OBAND  OFFICERS. 

31  W.  Brother  Samuel  Crawford  Denson  (Sacramento).  .Gmnd  Master. 
R.  W.  Brother  Alex.  G.  Abell  (San  Francisco)  re-elected  Grand  Sec'ry. 

Namber  of  Chartered  Lodges 209 

of  Lodges  U.  D 4 

CANADA. 

We  have  received  no  reports  from  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  since  the 
one  for  1879 — September  10th — which  was  reviewed  in  onr  last  report . 

We  regret  the  absence  of  later  reports  from  Canada,  more  especially 
because  of  a  circular  recently  received  from  the  so-called  Grand  Lodge 
of  Ontario,  claiming  the  attention  of  this  and  other  Grand  Lodges  to 
its  position  and  objects,  as  woU  as  sympathy  in  its  struggles  for  free- 
dom, and  so  ingeniously  stated,  too,  that  we  did  not  at  first  recognize 
in  it  the  manifesto  of  the  revolting  Lodges,  **  the  Ontario  movement 
of  1876,"  still  active  and  apparently  greatly  enhanced  in  importance 
and  significance.  The  announcement  of  Grand  Master  Wellor  in  1879 
(our  latest  official  tidings  from  Canada),  viz  :  "It  will  be  gratifying  to 
joa  to  learn  that  what  was  called  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ontario  has 
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ceased  to  exist,"  A'c,  was  received  by  ns  as  conclusive  of  tho  retnrn  to 
allegiauce  of  these  disaffected  lod^;cs,  and  we  were  qaite  unprepared  to 
hear  again  from  the  so-called  Grand  Lodge  of  Ontario.  It  is  the  same 
old  rebellion  revived  and  intensified ;  for  now,  instead  of  three,  the 
movement  is  said  to  include  forty-one  Lodges.  If  it  was  dead  in  1879, 
as  intimated  by  Canada,  how  great  is  the  resurrection  !  Tho  circnlar 
alluded  to  is  carefully'  prepared,  contains  many  allusions  to  the  past 
masonic  and  political  history  of  the  original  and  subsequently  modified 
jurisdictions  and  provinces  comprising  the  once  united  sovereignty  of* 
Canada  ;  adroitly  presented  too,  so  as  to  intimate  a  prraumption  of  the 
necessity  for  the  Ontario  organizution  as  tho  successor  of  tho  Ontario 
portion  of  the  general  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada,  the  other  provinces  into 
which  Canadi\  was  subdivided  having  each,  in  turn,  been  recognized  as 
entitled  to  a  separate  masonic  organization.  The  argument  in  this 
respect  is  more  specious  than  sound,  for  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada 
governs  no  other  territory  than  that  included  in  the  province  of  Ontario, 
and  as  far  as  we  are  informed  claims  no  other  bounds,  though  this  cir- 
cular intimates  more  ambitious  views  as  belonging  to  Canada. 

The  Ontario  appeal  is  presented  under  seal,  and  was  prepared  by  F. 
J.  D.  Smith,  Grand  Secretary,  by  the  **  command  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
and  with  the  approval  of  the  M.  W  Grand  Master,  to  which  is  appended 
our  Grand  Master's  annual  addresH."  This  address  was  delivered  by 
G.  M.  James  Reith,  on  the  occasion  of  what  is  called  the  sixth  annual 
Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ontario,  held  in  the  town  of 
Stratford,  Ontario,  1st  and  2d  days  of  June,  18^1. 

We  have  said  thus  much  in  reference  to  Ontiirio  to  show  what  head- 
way this  rebellion  has  made,  in  those  years  when  we  supposed  it  was 
8(|Uolehed  ;  and  to  call  the  attention  of  our  Canada  friends  to  the  fact 
that  their  correspondents  abroad  have  a  right  to  request  and  obtain 
information  from  them,  the  only  organization  in  Ontario  that  we  can 
with  propriety  rely  upon  for  authentic  reports  in  this  matter. 

We  ho\)e  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  will  promptly  answer  this  man- 
ifesto of  her  revolted  subjects,  and  give  all  needed  information  in  the 
matter.  The  restraints  of  etiquette  and  Grand  Lodge  comity,  forbid 
our  accepting  any  information  from  and  of  her  jurisdiction  except 
under  her  own  seal,  and  we  desist  from  further  notice  of  Ontauio  to 
give  Canada  a  chance  to  respond  to  charges  and  statements  which  she 
has  doubtless  received  through  the  circular  herein  alluded  to. 

We  would  be  glad,  also,  to  receive  the  Canada  Ke{>orts  more  regularly 
hereafter  than  for  sevenU  years  past. 
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COLON  AND  THE  ISLAND  OF  CUBA  (UNITED)  1880-81. 

We  have  an  interesting  pamphlet  from  Havana  giving  details  of  th& 
preliminary  meetings  and  negotiations  resnltiug  in  thathnrmony  which 
enifcbled  the  lately  contending  aspirants  for  supremacy,  under  the  titles 
respectively  of  the  Gbihd  Lodge  of  Colon  of  the  Island  of  Cuba  and 
the  Gband  Lodge  of  Cuba,  to  reconcile  their  differences  and  unite  in 
one  organization  the  true  masonic  brotherhood  of  the  Antilles  onder  the 
title  of 

Q&AN  Logia  Unida  De  Colon  E  Isla  De  Cuba, 

or  Anglicised: 

The  United  Gband  Lodge  of  Colon  and  the  Island  of  Cuba. 

Thus  have  our  Cuban  friends  solved  their  perplexing  problems  of  pre- 
cedence, superiority  and  legitimacy  by  a  union  which  does  not  weaken 
.  but  conserves  and  strengthens  the  traditions  and  rights  of  each  original 
contestant,  by  the  irresistable  power  of  concord;  now  the  strength  of 
each  necessarially  exalts  the  power  of  each,  and  this  union  resulting,  as 
we  believe,  from  that  true  masonic  emulation,  as  to  who  can  best  agree, 
will  prove  the  fonr-fold  cord  that  is  not  easily  broken.  We  renewedly 
congratulate  these  Brethren  at  this  most  propitious  termination  of  their 
recent  struggle  and  at  the  evident  healthy  condition  of  the  new  organi- 
zation as  indicated  in  the  record  of  proceedings  now  before  us. 

Oar  regret  is  that  a  once  imperfect  knowledge  of  Spanish  is  now  so 
confused,  by  non  use,  as  to  render  it  difficult  for  us  to  construe  the 
pleasant  sentences  of  these  addresses  and  general  minutes,  thus  forbid- 
ding our  attempting  an  elaborate  review  of  these  proceeding.  This 
Grand  Lodge  has  since  the  union,  perfected  daring  1879  and  consum- 
mated January  25th,  1880,  held  two  annual  communications,  the  first 
assembled  on  the  28th  of  March,  1880,  and  the  second  on  the  27th  of 
March,  1881.  At  the  first  communication,  1880,  forty-eight  Lodges 
were  represented  by  13G  members,  and  according  to  Article  IX  of  the 
fasion  agreement  the  Grand  officers  were  elected  at  this  meeting  and 
daly  installed,  viz. : 

M-  W.  Antonio  Govin  as  Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Inan  B.  Hernandez,  Dep.  Gr.  Master. 

B.  W.  Aurelio  Almeida,  Grand  Secretary. 
&c.,  &c. 

A  constitution  proposed  at  this  meeting  was  discussed  at  several  'kion- 
tiuuation"  annual  meetings  during  April,  May  and  June;  indeed  these 
continuation  meetings  continued  through  to  December  inclusive,  occu- 
pied witn  discns-sions  of  subjects  pertinent  to  the  government  and  well- 
fare  of  the  new  organization. 

The  session  of  March  27th,  1881,  the  Second  Annual  Communication 
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was  presided  over  by  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Antonio  Govin,  forty-one 
Lodges  being  represented. 

Tiie  Grand  Secretary's  report  bas  precedence  in  the  record  of  pro- 
ceedings. 

He  reports  tbe  organization  as  comprising  47  Lodges  with  an  aggre- 
gate  of  2,793  members,  by  estimate  made  December  31st,  1880.  He 
reports  31  Grrnd  Lodges  as  having  recognized  his  G.  L.  Then  follows 
the  report  of  the  Grand  Treasurer,  .B.  W.  Edaardo  Loredo,  by  which  we 
judge  their  revenues  provide  amply  for  all  needs. 

The  Grand  Masters'  is  the  la.st  of  these  reports.  It  is  headed  *'Inaa- 
gural  Discourse"  and,  possibly,  was  delivered  at  the  opening  of  the 
session. 

He  announces  the  appointment  of  several  Grand  Representatives  to 
and  from  several  European  and  American  Grand  Lodges;  discusses 
numerous  local  matters,  including  the  withdrawal  of  one  Lodge  from 
the  organization,  and  alludes  to  the  condition  of  other  Lodges  not  asso- 
ciated with  them,  and  we  gather  from  what  he  says  that  our  Grand 
Lodges  should  be  careful  to  avoid  all  masons  of  Cuba  not  recognized 
by  this,  the  only  accredited,  respreseutative  of  true  symbolic  masonry 

there.      The 

Report  on  Cobbespondexce 

is  by  Bro,  Enrique  A.  Lecerflf,  chairman,  and  includes  a  fairly  extensive 
as  well  as  intelligent  review  of  most  American  Grand  Lodges  and 
many  Europejin  Bodies. 

The  doings  of  Alabama,  at  the  Annual  Communication  in  Decem- 
ber, 1879,  are  suitably  noticed  and  commented  upon. 

The  generiil  appearance  of  this  report  and  the  evident  familiarity  of 
the  writer  with  his  subject  and  duty  as  a  reviewer,  judging  by  his 
specimen  given  under  the  topic  Alabama,  cause  us  additional  regret 
that  our  power  to  translate  Spanish,  with  any  proficiency,  has  for- 
saken us,  we  fear  never  to  return,  for  it  is  now  like  beginning  unew 
to  learn,  and  as  we  cannot  renew  our  youth  and  vigor  it  is  quite  un- 
likely that  we  shall  ever  regain  the  lost  aria  which  helped  to  adorn  and 
gratify  the  years  that  are  gone  and  the  strength  that  is  deeting. 

OB/LND   OFFICEBS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Antonio  Govin  (re-elected) Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Bro.  Aurelio  Almeida  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Number  of  Lodges  47. 

COLORADO,  1880. 

The  twentieth  Grand  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Colorado  convened  in  Denveb  on  Tuesday  the  2l8t  day  of  September, 
A.D.,  1880. 


1881.]  APPENDIX.  93 

Present  M.  W.  Grand  Mtister  Byron  L.  Carr  with  Grand  and  P.  G. 
OflScers  and  the  representatives  of  twenty-three  chartered  Lodges. 

The  annoiil  address  is  a  thonghtfal,  well  written  message  in  which 
the  Grand  Miister  gives  a  good  account  of  his  stewardship.  He  says 
a  word  of  caution  and  instraction  thus: 

It  has  been  said  that  no  act,  however  insignificant  of  the  most  ob- 
scnre  individual,  but  has  its  influence  both  pre^sent  and  prospective, 
npon  the  world  at  large.  The  slightest  imperfection  in  the  smallest 
cog  ot  a  single  wheel  of  a  watch  will  render  it  useless  to  perform 
it8  fuQctious.  How  eKsentially  necessary  then  is  it,  assembled  as  we 
are,  the  representatives  of  all  the  brethren  in  this  grand  jurisdiction, 
to  deliberate  opon  our  present  wants  and  to  legislate  for  ourselves 
and  our  posterity,  that  we  lay  aside  all  pergonal  aims  and  work  only 
tor  the  good  of  Masonry,  that  we  act  with  caution  and  due  delibera- 
tioD,  that  we  take  no  step  in  the  dark,  that  the  footprints  we  may 
"leave  behind  us'*  **on  the  sands  of ■  time"  may  all  be  found  pointing 
iu  the  right  direction. 

He  is  hopeful  of  the  future  and  says  of  the  past: 

I  congratulate  you,  my  brethren,  on  the  healthy  condition  of  Masonry 
iu  this  jurisdiction.  During  the  past  year  nothing  has  occurred  to 
materially  disturb  that  universal  peace  and  harmony  which  should  at 
all  times  prevail.  Our  relations  with  our  sister  jurisdictions  are  most 
cordial.  The  relations  between  our  Lodges  are  of  the  same  character 
and  no  disturbtinces  or  controversies  have  arisen  between  the  brethren 
or  between  the  brethren  and  their  Lodges  which  have  not  been  quietly 
and  amicably  settled.  I  have  earnestly  endeavored  to  decide  every 
question  that  has  been  referred  to  me  in  accordance  with  the  true  spirit 
ol  Masonry.  Whether  I  have  erred  or  not  will  be  for  the  Grand  Lodge 
in  its  aggregated  wisdom  to  determine.  In  all  cases  my  decisions  have 
been  quietly  acquiesced  in  and  I  know  of  no  dissatisfaction  in  any 
quarter. 

The  reports  for  the  past  year  will  show  a  considerable  increase  in  the 
nomber  of  initiations. 

Prosperous  times  were  returning  and  in  anticipation  of  increasing 
''alarms  at  our  inner  door,"  he  thus  judiciously  cautious  against  the 
evils  of  indiscriminate  admissions,  viz: 

But,  my  brethren,  we  must  bear  in  mind  that  the  welfare  and  perpe- 
tuity of  Free-Masonry  depends  not  so  much  upon  the  number  of  our 
initiates  as  npon  the  character  of  the  men  who  we  admit  within  our 
portals.  In  such  times  as  these  we  must  more  curefnily  guard  the 
ballot.  We  should  guard  against  the  danger  of  receiving  candidates  on 
account  of  their  negative  qualities:  We  want  no  stone  in  the  Masonic 
Temple  that  will  not  add  both  strength  and  beauty,  and  if  every  stone 
is  fitted  to  its  position,  nothing  is  required  for  chinking.  The  st^indard 
of  fitness  should  not  be,  Is  there  anything  bad  in  this  candidate  which 
should  induce  us  to  reject  him,  but  do  we  know  something  good  of  him 
which  will  make  him  a  positive  benefit  to  the  Fraternity?  and  unless 
we  can  answer  the  latter  question  in  the  affirmative  our  duty  to  the 
Fraternity  re(|uires  that  he  be  rejected. 
The  number  of  Masons  suspended,  expelled  and  dropped  from  the 
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rolls  for  non-payment  of  dues,  ap:gre£»atinpj  in  one  year  over  twenty-five 
thouKiind  iu  the  United  SUtes,  would  lead  uh  to  think  sooietbinf;  had 
been  wrong  in  thiK  respect  in  the  past.  In  this  connection  I  desire  to 
emphasize  the  recommendation  of  my  immediate  predecessor  at  the 
last  Annual  Communication:  ''Make  the  fees  for  tbe  def^rees  high  and 
the  dues  of  members  low."  We  believe  that  Masonry  is  worth  some- 
thing. We  should  require  men  to  pay  for  its  benefits  in  the  beginning, 
and  then  make  its  burdens  as  light  as  possible. 

In  obedience  to  the  constitution,  he  had  decided  that  ufter  the  lapse 
of  twelve  months,  a  rejected  applicant  of  one  Lodge  could  bo  initiated 
by  another  Lodge,  if  permanently  residing  in  its  jurisdiction,  withont 
the  consent  of  the  Lodge  rejecting  him.  He  objects,  however,  to  that 
constitutional  requirement,  and  reasons  in  favor  of  "perpetual  jurisdic- 
tion" as  thus: 

I  doubt  the  propriety  of  permitting  our  Lodges  to  receive  applica- 
tions from  thu  rejected  material  of  other  Lodges  without  their  consent, 
after  the  lapse  of  any  given  time.  There  are  grave  doubts  in  my  mind 
as  to  the  validity  of  this  section  of  our  constitution.  It  is  a  landmark 
of  Freemasonry  that  "No  Lodge  can  interfere  iu  the  business  of  another 
Lodge;"  according  to  the  ancient  constitutions  and  charges,  it  is  nnma- 
sonic  for  a  brother  to  supi>liiut  a  Fellow  in  his  work  or  "to  attempt  to 
finish  the  work  begun  by  bis  brotber."  The  investigation  into  the  fit- 
ness of  a  candidate  is  considered  by  high  Masonic  authority  as  part  of 
the  ^Lisonic  work  with  which  no  other  Lodge  has  a  right  to  interfere. 
In  other  words,  that  a  Jbuhje  never  loses  Jurisdiciion  ovtr  its  rejected  ma- 
terial. 

If  this  position  be  the  correct  one,  then  a  local  law  which  gives 
Lodges  a  right  to  receive  petitions  from  rejected  candidstes  of  other 
Lodges  after  any  lapse  of  time  is  in  violation  of  a  landmark  and  conse- 
quently void  as  an  innovation. 

It  may  be  said  that  this  Grand  Lodge  has  the  power  to  make  snch  a 
Law  if  it  choose;  so  it  has,  but  the  Grand  Lodge  is  the  last  body  which 
should  countenance  anything  which  looks  like  an  infringement  upon 
the  landmarks.  The  K*-]>orlM  will  show  that  the  view  set  forth  is 
entertiiined  by  many  of  our  sister  jurisdictions.  This  subject  haa  given 
rise  to  official  correspondence  between  two  of  them  in  the  last  year  and 
in  both  of  then,  the  claim  of  the  Lodges  to  their  rejected  material  was 
fully  recognized  and  held  to  be  "the  only  Siife  prj\ctice." 

In  this  he  is  more  conservative  than  is  usual  in  the  Grand  Lodges  of 
the  North-west,  where  there  is  a  general  diK]>osition  to  oppose  the 
doctrine  of  pcjrpetual  jurisdiction. 

The  afternoon  session  of  Tuesday,^ th«  21st,  was  thus  iuterblended 
with  Ceremonial  duties,  viz: 

CORNEK  STONE  LAID. 

The  Grand  Lodge,  escorted  by  Colomdo  Commanderj'  No.  1,  Knights 
Tenji)lar  -  mounted  — marched  to  the  building  and  laid  the  Corner 
Sione  of  the  Episcopal  Cathedr.d  in  ample  form.  P.  G.  Master,  C.  J. 
Hart  acting  as  Grand  Marshal. 


1881.]  APPENDIX.  95 

After  the  ceremonies  of  laying  the  Corner  Rtono,  the  Gmnd  Lodge 
retoroed  to  its  hall  aud  resumed  labor  upon  the  third  degree. 

At  the  evening  session  ot  the  same  day  Bro.  Geo.  W.  Wyman  deliv- 
ered a  very  practical  and  instractive  oration.  We  are  glud  to  welcome 
this  Grand  Orator  as  one  who,  not  underrating  the  importance  of  mod- 
em events  and  cnrrent  duties,  is  able  to  discern  the  signs  aud  tokens 
of  the  great  antiquity  of  our  honored  institution,  which  reveal  them- 
selves all  along  the  track  of  civilization  in  its  conquering  march  west- 
ward from  its  native  Orient. 

We  regret  to  note  a  financial  necessity  of  Colorado  which  required 
the  temporary  appropriation  of  the  **Library  Fund"  to  pay  Grand 
Lodge  expenses.  Intemperance,  now  punished  l>y  expulsion  alone,  it 
is  proposed  to  treat  first  by  reprimand  leaving,  in  the  failure  of  the 
lighter  to  produce  reformation,  the  wilful  int-briate  to  suffer  the  extreme 
penalty. 

The  proceedings  were  otherwise  of  ordinary  local  interest. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  very  brief  and  uuHatisfactory. 

UBAND   OFFICEBS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Lawrence  N.  Greenloaf Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Bro.  Ed.  C.  Parmclee,  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Number  of  chartered  Lodges 28,  and  one  U.  D. 

CONNECTICUT. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut  convened,  in  its  ninety-third 
Annual  Couimnnication,  at  New  Haven,  January  the  19th,  A.D.,  1881. 

Present,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  John  H.  Barlow,  with  all  Grand  Offi- 
cers at  stations,  and  the  representatives  of  111  chartered  Lodges. 

We  note  also  the  presence  of  several  P.  G.  officers  and  Grand  Repre- 
sentatives of  twenty  Grand  Lodges,  among  which,  however,  Alabama  is 
nrtt  included. 

The  Grand  Master's  annual  address  welcomes  in  appropriate  words 
the  representatives  of  the  cnift  to  their  appointed  annual  labors,  sug- 
gesting the  emotions  of  gratitude  to  the  Giver  of  all  gifts,  which  the 
pleasant  and  favoring  conditions  around  them  should  inspire.  He  pays 
a  mournful  tribute  to  the  memory  of  numerous  Brethren,  all  veterans, 
who  had  passed  beyond  during  the  year. 

He  re|>ort8  only  five  decisions,  three  of  which  we  reproduce,  viz: 

3.  That  a  Lodge  cannot  lawfully  transact  business  when  a  less  num- 
ber than  seven  are  present. 

4.  A  brother  having  been  elected  and  installed  as  Master  of  a  Lodge, 
doeM  not  forfeit  the  honors  and  prerogatives  as  an  actual  Past  Master, 
should  be  be  deposed  from  office  before  the  close  of  his  official  term. 
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5.  That  Id  case  of  Lodgea  possesaiug  concnrrent  jarisdictiou,  do 
WHiver  of  Bach  jurisdiction  is  complete  without  the  couseut  of  all  the 
said  Lodges. 

As  regards  No.  •!  we  do  not  see  how  "honors  and  prerogatives''  can 
attach  to  a  deposed  Master.  It  seems  to  as  that  a  crime  against  Mason- 
ry serious  enough  to  warrant  the  deposition  of  a  W.  M.  would  entail 
upon  him  a  disgrace  quite  repugnant  to  honor  or  prerogative.  It  ap- 
pears to  us  that  a  dishonored  W.  M.  is  a  disgraced  P.  Master;  nothing 
less.     But  possibly  we  may  not  have  properly  construed  the  decision. 

The  Grand  Master  had  visited  numerous  Lodges,  installing  officers 
and  witnessing  the  work  in  many  of  them.  He  seems  to  have  been 
pleased,  as  a  general  remark,  with  the  results  of  those  visits  and  is  sat- 
isfied with  the  condition  of  the  craft  as  observed  by  him,  and  yet  there 
were  faults  to  be  corrected,  and  which  he  thus  pointedly  rebukes: 

In  my  visits  to,  and  correspondence  with  several  of  the  Lodges  that  1 
have  been  called  to  aid  in  harmonizing  irritating  matters,  which,  in 
some  instances,  threatened  even  the  existence  of  the  Lodge,  I  have 
been  pained  to  find  a  practice  too  often  indulged  by  the  members  which 
is  utterly  beneath  the  character  of  a  gentleman,  much  less  the  true 
Mason.  I  allude  to  the  circulation  of  idle  gossip,  unfounded  rumors, 
and  sometimes  even  vile  slander,  against  a  brother  Mason.  Often  (as 
if  to  shield  themselves  from  any  possible  consequences, )  conclude  the 
information  by  telling  you,  **This  j.v  on  the  square''  I  have  not  words 
to  express  my  reproof  for  the  misguided  brother  who  would  thus  de- 
grade one  of  our  most  boundeu  duties  to  so  vile  a  purpose.  Such 
brothers  seem  to  have  praise  for  no  one.  The  teachings  of  oar  order 
find  no  abiding- place  in  their  bosoms,  but  in  it^  stead  are  envy,  jeal- 
ousy, and  all  uncharitableuess.  Experience  of  this  kind  forcibly  ad- 
monishes us  that  in  the  past  we  have  been  gathering  into  the  garner  too 
many  tares  with  the  tchefit.     IaI  us  heeti  the  lesion. 

The  Grand  Master  having  been  invited  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  South 
Carolina  **to  assist  in  laying  the  corner  stone  of  a  monument  to  com- 
memorate a  revolutionary  battle,"  responded  to  the  call  and  thus  relates 
the  object  and  result  of  bis  visit: 

Believing  the  occasion  would  tend  to  strengthen,  not  only  Masonic 
ties,  but  cultivate  true  friendship  as  citizens,  I  accepted  the  invitation, 
and  on  the  evening  of  October  7th,  at  the  city  of  Spartanbnrgh,  8.  C, 
in  the  presence  of  a  large  assemblage  of  people,  I  assisted  in  laying  the 
corner  stone  of  a  monument  to  be  erected  to  the  memory  of  that  his- 
toric event,  the  lifittle  of  dnqyens.  The  occasion  was  one  of  deep  inter- 
est, and  would  have  been  much  more  so,  could  the  contemplated 
arrangements  have  been  carried  out,  and  the  proposed  representation 
been  present.  I  was  cordially  received  by  the  Grand  Master  and  offi- 
cers of  the  Grand  Ix)dge  of  that  jurisdiction,  and  formed  pleasant 
acquaintances  with  the  Grand  Masters  of  North  Carolina  and  Georgia, 
and  other  promiuent  Masous  of  those  jurisdictions. 

Pity  'tis  that  so  few  masonic  representatives  of  the  old  titirteen  States 
l)urticipated  in  this  worthily  intended  and  notable  historic  ceremonial. 
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The  address  nnder  reTiew  gives  prominence  to  the  regretable  contro- 
versy with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York  and  reaflirms  the  position  of 
Connecticnt  as  to  tho  point  in  dispute  as  follows: 

It  was  sabseqaently  ascertained  that  two  of  the  petitioners  were 
members  of  Webotnck  Lodge,  No.  480,  ander  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  New  York.  In  consequence  of  this  we  are  charged  by 
that  Grand  Lodge  of  invading  their  jurisdiction  and  terminating  mem- 
bership in  their  Lodges  without  their  knowledge  or  consent.  This  we 
deny,  and  emphatically  disclaim  any  intention  of  interfering  with,  or 
iofriuging  upon  its  jurisdiction.  By  the  regulations  of  both  Connecti- 
CQt  and  New  York  at  that  time,  a  Mason  signing  a  petition  for  a  new 
Lodge,  became  a  member  of  that  new  Lodge  when  lawfully  constituted, 
and  under  the  provisions  of  that  regulation  the  brethren  residing  with- 
in our  territorial  jurisdiction  and  signing  the  petition  for  said  Lodge, 
were  made  its  lawful  members.  If  their  membership  was  not  lawfully 
terminated  in  their  former  Lodge,  then  they  are  members  of  both 
Lodges  until  said  regulations  are  complied  with. — since  which  time  to 
prevent  the  recurrence  of  such  complaint,  Connecticut,  (and  I  think 
New  York  also, )  has  adopted  a  regulation,  requiring  all  petitioners  for 
a  new  Lodge  to  present  their  certificates  that  they  are  free  of  the  books 
of  the  Lodge,  before  such  new  Lodge  can  be  lawfully  constituSed. 

While  this  extract  does  not  give  an  entirely  fair  statement  of  the 
cause  of  controversy— for  N.  Y.  would  undoubtedly  have  been  satisfied 
with  such  a  disavowal  of  intention  to  interfere  with  her  members,  if 
Connecticut  had  relinquished  control  of  them  when  New  York  remon- 
strated against  the  assumption.  But  the  former  claimed  the  right  to 
hold  the  members  in  dispute,  and  in  asserting  that  right  became  the 
avowed  aggressor  in  the  controversy.  Hence  the  general  sympathy  ex- 
pressed by  masonic  correspondents,  (who  do  not  and  cannot  undeistnnd 
or  approve  the  Connecticut  doctrine  of  dual  membi>rship  and  allegi- 
ance,) in  favor  of  the  claims  of  New  York.  We  are  still  as  fully  as  ever 
convinced  that  the  position  of  Connecticut  in  this  "Webotuok  matter'* 
was  wrong,  but  we  are  equally  positive  that  New  York  has  greatly  erred 
in  adopting  harsh  and  extreme  measureK  in  retaliation,  such  for  instance 
AS  the  following  non-intercourse  resolution  prescribes: 

Reffolved,  That  the  honor  and  dignity  ot  this  Grand  Lodge  requires 
that  all  intercourse  between  the  Masons  of  Connecticut  and  New  York 
should  be  interdicted  and  forbidden,  and  therefore,  this  Grand  Lodge 
does  hereby  interdict  and  forbid  all  intercourse  between  the  Masons 
of  New  Y'ork  and  all  Masons  hailing  under  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Con- 
necticut 

The  declaration  suspending  official  communication  with  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Connecticut,  adopted  June,  1880,  preceded  this  resolution 
disrupting  masonic  ties  among  brethren  who  were  near  neighbors  and 
frequent  associates,  though  separated  by  State  lines.  If  it  was  admit- 
tedly proper  for  the  two  Grand  Bodies  to  be  thus  separated  and 
estranged,  which  we  by  no  moans  admit,  was  it  at  all  necessary  to 
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assume  that  the  Brethren  were  contaminated  by  a  fault  not  theirs,  and 
become  thus  involved  in  consequences  which  ordinarily  attach  only  to 
acts  of  perfidy? 

We  regretted  exceedingly  this,  as  we  consider  it,  unwise  and  unneces- 
sary retaliative  action  of  New  York  and  are  glad  to  find  that  by  sub- 
sequent resolution,  Jane,  1881,  this  non-intercourse  edict  has  been 
withdrawn  and  the  way  is  thus  opened  for  conciliation. 

We  allude  to  the  subject  now  to  give  Connecticat  the  benefit  of  our 
humble  appreciation  of  her  admirable  and  dignified  course  under  these 
trying  conditions.  The  Grand  Master's  letter  in  response  to  Grand 
Blaster  Boome,  of  New  York,  and  his  address  (the  closing  paragraph 
only  is  quoted)  to  the  craft  of  his  jurisdiction,  announcing  the  New 
York  edict,  are  here  reproduced  as  indicating  sufficiently  the  attitude 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut  in  this  peculiar  crisis,  viz: 

OFFICE  OF  THE  M.  W.  GRAND  MASTER, 

BiuMiNOHAM,  Conn.,  April  3d.  A.D.  1880. 
M.  W.  Giarle$  Roome,  Grand  Mcisier  of  Masons  in  Xeio  York : 

M  W.  Sib  a.nd  Bbotheb  :  It  is  with  deep  regret  that  I  receive  your 
communiciition  terminating,  on  your  part,  the  cordial  official  inter- 
course which  has  so  long  continued  between  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New 
York  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut,  until  the  future  pleasure  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York  is  known. 

You  will  exf'use  me  for  sa^'ing,  a  dilTerence  of  opinion  upon  a  quee- 
tiou  of  Masonic  Law,  where  any  intentional  injury  is  distinctly  and  un- 
qualifiedly disclaimed,  ought  not  to  sever  the  friendly  relations  of  two 
juriHdictions  so  long  and  closely  allied. 

Yon  will  pardon  my  saying  that  the  position  enunciated  by  you  seems 
to  me  too  broad,  and  to  exclude  the  personal  jurisdiction  of  a  Grand 
Lodge  over  Masons  residing  within  its  territory.  They  also  overlook 
the  fact  that  the  members  of  the  New  York  Lodge,  not  only  resided  in 
Connectcut,  but  by  signing  the  petition  invited  the  exercise  of  its  juris- 
diction over  them.  The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence, 
approved  by  me,  so  fully  sets  forth  the  views  of  our  Gritnd  Lodge,  I 
need  not  repeat  them  here. 

In  conclusion.  Most  Worshipful  Brother,  I  can  only  say  that  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut  will  await  with  no  little  interest  the  fur- 
ther pleasure  of  the  Grand  Lodgo  of  New  York,  allu<led  to  by  you,  and 
express  the  hope  that  our  sister  Grand  Lodge  will  in' her  wisdom  devise 
some  plan  by  which,  Irom  the  pant  and  still  existing  fraternal  regard  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut,  it  will  meet  with  a  just  and  glad 
response. 

Fraternally  yours, 

JOHN  H.  BARLOW. 

Grand  Master. 

The  Grand  Master's  circular  to  the  Craft,  communicating  the  non- 
intercourse  edict  of  New  York,  closes  thus: 

Brethren  of  this  jurisdiction  will  take  due  notice  of  the  above  edict, 
and  not  subject  themKelves  to  the  mortification  of  being  refused  ad- 
mission as  visitors    by  Lodges  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand 
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Lodge  of  New  York.  Shoald  Brethren  of  New  York  Lodges  desire  to 
visit  Lodges  in  this  jarisdiction,  call  their  attention  to  the  edict  of 
their  Grand  Liodge;  freely  extend  a  cordial  and  brotherly  greeting. 
Ever  remember  that  indiscretion  and  hasty  action  on  their  part  should 
never  destroy  Masonic  courtesy  on  onrs.  Let  us  patiently  snbmit,  con- 
scioos  of  the  sincerity  and  honest  conviction  of  the  rightful nass  of  the 
action  taken  by  our  Grand  Lodge  in  the  premises.  Let  us  accord  the 
same  sincerity  and  honest  intentions  to  others,  trusting  that  the  gentle 
influence  of  time  will  htsal  all  differences  and  make  every  duty  plain. 
With  cordial  fraternal  greeting,  I  remain  yoQr  friend  and  brother, 

JOHN  H.  BARLOW, 

Grand  Master. 
Attest: 

Jos.  K.  Whssleb, 

Grand  Secretary, 

We  hope  this  unpleasant  controversy  will  soon  be  finally  settled  and 
in  such  a  manner  as  shall  strengthen  the  bonds  of  union  between  the 
cootestants,  leaving  only  to  the  fraternity  at  large  that  lesson  of  wis- 
dom always  resulting  from  every  properly  discussed  and  legitimately 
adjusted  question  of  ethics  or  jurisprudence. 

Bro.  the  Rev.  Howard  T.  Widdemer  delivered  a  very  good  and  sug- 
gestive address  "Concerning  some  of  the   Foundation  Stones  of  Free- 
masonry.**   In  elaborating  the  question  **what  is  masonry?"  he  treats 
of  it  as  a  great  Brotherhood,  illustrating  alike  in  its  principles,  its  cer- 
emonial, its  government,  and  its  symbolism,   "the  Law  of  Triune  Ex- 
istence."   This  law  of  trinity,  stamped  upon  nature  by  its  Great  Arch- 
itect, is  beautifully  illustrated  in  man,  his  noblest  work,  in  the  body, 
soul  and  spirit,  which  unite  in  each  individual  and  identify  him  alike 
with  the  earth  his  temporary  home,  with  his  brethren  here,  with  his 
Father  God,  and  all  the  death  redeemed  souls  in  the  life  beyond.     We 
are  not  repeating  here  exactly  the  thought  of  the  orator  but  partly  his 
argument  and  partly  our  own  thoughts  suggested  by  the  reasoning  of 
the  address.     Masonry  is  triune  in  principle,  seeking  Light,  Truth, 
and    Knowledge;    its  supporting  pillars  are  Wisdom,  Strength,   and 
Beauty,  symbolizing  its  three  governing  officers.     There  are  three  lights 
which  disclose  the  three  steps,  which  lead  to  the  three  precious  virtues, 
Faith,  Hope  and  Charity,  and  prepare  the  faithful  seeker  for  that  Trin- 
ity of  duties.  Brotherly  Lovt»,  Belief  and  Truth;  these  and  many  other 
equally  suggestive  trios  of  form  of  ceremony  and  of  principle  proclaim 
unerringly  that  the  Trinity  stamped  by  God  upon  man  has  by  him 
been    impressed    upon    this   his    noblest   imitative    work.      Thus  is 
masonry  God-derived,  and  powerful  for  good,  while  steadily  pursuing 
its  allotted   path,  and  fulfilling  the  law  which  binds  it  with  a  three-fold 
cord  to  Earth,  to  Heaven,  and  to  duty. 

8ave  in  the  matters  herein  mentioned  the  proceedings  of  the  Com- 
monication  were  of  the  ordinary  household  significance. 
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Bra  Jos.  K.  Wheeler,  G.  S^  gives  us  one  of  his  concise,  yet  lacid, 
reports  on 

COBBE8PONDENCE, 

which  inclades  a  review  of  the  proceedings  of  some  43  Grand  Lodges, 
those  omitted  in  the  report  are  so  because  of  the  non-receipt  of  the 
proper  documents. 

He  reviews  the  report  of  Alabama  for  1879  pleasantly,  bat  from  con- 
straint or  otherwise  is  all  too  brief  in  his  notice  of  oar  doings  to  satisfy 
onr  wishes. 

We  note  that  Brother  Wheeler  discusses  in  several  portions  of  his 
report,  under  the  reviews  of  Missouri  and  Maine  especially,  the  New 
York  controverey  in  answer  to  objections  to  the  ConneiHicut  view  of 
the  Webotuck  matter.  He  is  quite  positive  in  his  defense  of  the  posi- 
tion assumed  by  his  Grand  Lodge  in  that  affuir,  but  is  also  commenda- 
bly  courteous  and  moderate  in  expressing  his  views.  We  can  admire 
his  style  and  bearing  in  this  controversy,  while  dissenting  from  his 
reasonings  and  conclusions.  He  seems  to  reason  in  this  matter  of 
dispute  as  if  there  was  such  a  thing,  a  right  admitted  and  approved, 
as  dual  membership  or  dual  allegiance,  i.  e.  membership  in  and  alle- 
giance to  two  separate  Grand  Lodges;  which  we  think  decidedly  falla- 
cious. This  error,  we  think,  is  the  veil  which  hides  from  Connecticut 
writero,  in  this  dispute,  the  real  strength  of  the  New  York  claim,  and 
their  own  mistake  in  not  yielding  more  promptly  to  the  irreaistable 
logic  of  unity  of  allegiance.  A  mason  may,  by  dimittiog,  renounce 
his  allegi  ance  to  one  jurisdiction  and  become  an  acceptable,  lawful 
affiliate  in  another,  if  on  a  change  of  residence  he  desires;  also  to  per- 
fect his  masonic  relations  with  his  new  associates;  but  such  personal 
act  is  a  condition  precedent  to  any  change  of  masonic  allegiance  and  in 
this  masonry  differe  essentially  from  the  rules  governing  political  asso- 
ciations. 

Our  laws  should  recognize  and  conform  to  this  well  established  ma- 
sonic rule  of  allegiance,  and  this  unfortunate  controversy  will  have  im- 
pressed upon  all  Grand  Lodges  a  useful  lesson  if  it  shall  have  con- 
vinced them  of  the  necessity  ot  requiring  each  applicant  for  affiliation 
to  show,  by  dimit  or  otherwise,  the  assent  of  his  former  Lodge  to  his 
proposed  change  of  membership.  We  understand  that  the  laws  of  Con- 
necticut and  New  York  now  provide  safeguards  against  the  recurrence 
of  a  like  difficulty  in  the  future.     If  so  it  is  well. 

QBAND  OFFICEBS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  James  McX^ormick Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  Jos.  K.  Wheeler  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Total  of  chartered  Lodges 120. 
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DISTBIOT  OF  COLUMBIA,  1880. 

We  have  before  as  the  well  arraDged  and  iiiterestiog  pamphlet  con- 
tainiDg  the  proceediDgs  of  the  M.  W.  GraDd  Lodge  of  the  District  of 
Colambia  f  )r  1880,  in  its  several  stated,  special,  semi-annaal  and  anaaal 
CommnnicatioDS,  as  hereinafter  specifically  enumerated,  viz  : 

Stated  Commtmioation  held  January  1 4th. 

Special  "  •*    March  29th. 

Special  "  ••        "       31st.  (resumed). 

Semi-annual  **  **    May  12th. 

Annual  "  (70th)      "    November  10th. 

Installation    **  '*    December  27th. 

All  assembled  at  Washington  City  and  presided  over  by  M.  W.  Grand 
Master  Joseph  S.  McCoy,  with  all  Grand  Officers  present  on  each  occa- 
sion. 

In  commenting  upon  these  proceedings  we  shall,  for  the  sake  of  brev- 
ity, treat  them  as  one,  i.  e,  we  shall  not  take  the  pains  to  locate  the  act 
suggesting  comment,  as  to  date  or  character  of  the  communication  at 
which  it  was  suggested  or  passed. 

The  oreatioD,  preservation  and  increase  of  the  Library  has,  for  many 
years,  engaged  the  earnest  attention,  and  this  subject  is  still  a  promi- 
nent topic  of  report  and  discussion  in  these  proceedings. 

The  Library  now  contains  a  total  of  3,008  books,  some  of  them  not 
desirable,  as  we  judge  from  a  resolution  authorizing  the  sale  of  sundry 
congressional  documents,  and  the  balance  reported  as  available  for  the 
parchase  of  new  books  is  only  $157.82.  This  result  is  certainly  out  of 
proportion  to  the  effort  put  forth  in  that  direction  in  this  and  preceding 
y^rs,  and  quite  surprised  us,  regretfully  so,  at  the  meagre  result  here- 
tofore attained.  But  we  hope  for  better  conditions  in  the  future.  As 
intimately  associated  with  the  Library  interest,  we  may  here  mention 
that  the  Grand  Lodge  has  authorized  the  publication  of  the  first  yol- 
ume  of  the  historical  work,  heretofore  alluded  to  as  being  prepared  by 
Brother  Singleton,  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary,  and  has  also  authorized  the 
reprint  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  the  extent  of  250  vol- 
umes. These  publications  will  add  valuable  works  to  the  library  in 
themselves,  and  will  by  exchange  command  additions  thereto  of  impor- 
tant volumes  issued  by  other  Grand  Lodges  or  masonic  writers. 

A  case  of  jurisprudence  has  for  several  years  annoyed  this  jurisdic- 
tion, with  its  various  phases  of  error  and  misconception,  and  the  com- 
mittee reiK>rt8  reviewing  and  discussing  the  case  fill  some  ten  pages  of 
these  proceedings.  The  controversy  started  with  a  mistake,  as  usual  in 
such  matters.  A  njember  who  had  while  ill,  and  supposed  to  be  in  ex- 
tttmis,  called  in  a  Priest  and  yielding  obedience  to  his  directions  agreed 
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to  refrain  from  any  farther  participation  in  masonic  rites.  He  there- 
upon wrote  to  the  Lodge  tendering  his  resignation,  which  they  mistak- 
ing for  an  application  for  a  dimit  refused  to  entertain,  because  the  law 
required,  in  such  cases,  the  application  for  a  dimit  to  be  made  in  per- 
son. Then  followed  in  succession  his  disregard  of  a  summons,  his  trial 
for  failure  to  obey  it,  his  acquittal,  a  renewal  of  the  charges  for  disre- 
gard of  a  subsequent  summons,  etc. ;  and  finally  the  Lodge  having 
attempted  to  correct  previous  errors  by  ordering  a  dimit,  charges  were 
then  preferred,  by  dissatisfied  members  of  the  Lodge,  against  the  W.  M. 
for  permitting  and  encouraging  such  action  ;  and  yet  he  acted  with  the 
approval  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master.  The  charges  against  the  W.  M., 
hence,  involve  necessarily  an  intimation  of  error  against  the  Grand 
Master. 

The  following  extracts  from  a  majority  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Jurisprudence,  (Brother  £  G.  Davis  dissenting,  and  in  a  minority 
report  disapproving  the  action  of  the  Lodge  in  granting  a  dimit  and  the 
Grand  Master's  decision  as  well, )  are  presented  as  requisite  to  a  fair 
apprehension  of  the  case,  so  imperfectly  explained  above— and  due  to 
the  importance  of  the  questions  involved.  The  minority  report  of 
Brother  Davis,  we  regret  to  say,  was  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  and 
thus  the  error  of  treating  a  resignation  (a  renunciation  of  masoniy)  as 
an  application  for  a  dimit,  was  repeated.    The  majority  say  : 

In  March,  1875.  Lebanon  Lodge  received  from  one  of  its  members, 
then  lying  on  a  bed  of  sickness  and  supposed  to  be  at  the  point  of  death, 
a  resignation  of  his  membership  in  the  following  words  : 

"Please  lay  this  before  the  Lodge  09  my  resignation.  Any  dues  that 
may  be  standing  against  me  I  will  cheerfully  pay  on  presentation  of 
the  biU." 

This  letter,  it  will  be  observed,  is  not  an  application  for  a  dimii,  but 
a  resignation  of  meinftership.  The  brother  was  at  that  time  clear  of  the 
books  and  in  good  standing. 

March  i9th,  1875,  when  this  resignation  was  received,  the  Secretary 
was  directed  to  call  the  attention  of  the  brother  to  Article  V,  Section  13 
of  the  by-laws  of  the  Lodge,  which  enacted  that  **  no  dimit  shall  be 
granted  by  this  Lodge  unleijs  upon  personal  application  of  the  member, 
when  within  the  jurisdiction,  or  upon  his  written  one  when  absent 
therefrom.'* 

This  direction  was  a  proper  one  in  order  to  inform  the  brother  why 
no  dimit  or  certificate  of  resignation  could  be  sent  to  him  in  response 
to  his  letter  ;  but  it  had  otherwise  no  significance  in  his  case. 

After  the  letter  of  resignation  had  been  received  by  the  officers  of  the 
Lodge,  the  brother  was  summoned,  as  a  memfjer  of  the  Lodge,  to  attend 
the  trial,  in  common  with  all  the  members,  of  a  member  of  the  Lodge. 
Believing,  as  he  afterwards  stated,  that  his  resignation  of  membership 
had  severed  his  connection  with  the  Lodge,  he  did  not  obey  this  sum- 
mons.    For.  his  failure  to  comply  with  the  summons,  charges  were 
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J  referred  against  him,  and  he  was  acqaitted.  This  trial  took  place 
one  7th,  1878. 

At  the  next  meeting  of  the  Lodge  the  charges  were  renewed  by  the 
Janior  Warden,  of  his  own  accord,  for  the  same  offeose,  viz  :  failing  to 
respond  to  the  sauimons  to  be  present  at  nis  trial.  These  charges  were 
indefinitely  postponed ;  but  were  taken  up  again  January  17th,  1879, 
the  Brother  haying,  in  the  meantime,  been  dropped  for  non-payment  of 
dues. 

At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  the  W.*.  M.*.  of  Lebanon  Lodge 
invoked  the  opinion  of  the  M.  *.  W.  ■.  Grand  Master  upon  the  question, 
whether  or  not  the  Lodge  was  in  error  in  placing  the  Brother  on  trial 
after  he  had  once  been  tried  for  a  similar  offense  and  acquitted. 

The  M.'.  W.'.  Grand  Master  decided  that  **the  Lodge  was  in  error 
in  subjecting  him  to  trial  in  the  first  instance,  and  it  would  of  course 
follow  that  a  second  trial  would  also  be  wrong.*'  This  decision  is 
referred  to  your  committee  for  review. 

We  believe  that  the  whole  difficulty  in  this  case  has  arisen  from  con- 
founding two  things  which  are  totally  dietiuctfrom  one  another  in  their 
very  essence,  viz  :  a  resignation  of  Lodge  membership  and  an  applica- 
tion for  a  dimit. 

Resignation  of  membership  is  an  act ;  a  dimit  is  merely  a  certificate 
that  that  act  has  been  performed.  It  is  the  act  of  resignation  that  sev- 
ers the  membership,  not  the  certificate  that  the  resignation  has  been 
performed.  The  purpose  of  the  dimit  is  to  give  the  Brother  who  has 
resigned  the  means  of  proving  that  at  the  time  he  resigned  he  was  not 
indebted  to  his  Lodge,  and  was  in  all  respects  free  from  masonic  cen- 
sure, so  that  when,  if  ever,  he  applies  to  another  Lodge  for  member- 
ship, he  can  show  that  he  is  in  a  proper  position  to  present  his  petition 
for  affiliation.  That  is  the  entire  significance  and  value  of  a  dimit ; 
it  adds  no  validity  to  the  act  of  resignation.  The  right  to  resign 
Lodge  membership  is  a  necessary  incident  of  the  voluntary  character 
of  our  institution. 

Even  if  we  conceive  that  the  Brother's  letter  of  resignation  was  an 
application  for  a  dimit,  bis  condition  at  the  time,  lying  on  a  bed  of 
sickness  and  at  the  point  of  death,  clearly  absolved  him  from  the 
obligation  to  appear  in  person  and  prefer  his  request,  on  the  well 
settled  general  principle  that  impossibility  excuses  from  obedience  to 
law.  The  law  does  not  require  men  to  do  impossible  things  ;  nor  have 
we  the  power  or  the  right  to  frame  laws  to  hold  in  our  membership  a 
man  who  believes  such  membership  to  be  violative  of  his  religious 
principles  and  duty. 

On  the  whole  case  we  approve,  therefore,  the  decision  of  the  Grand 
Master,  while  we  do  not  agree  with  his  view  of  the  nature  of  the  letter 
of  resignation,  and  are  not  in  full  accord  with  the  reasoning  by  which 
he  reaches  his  conclusion.  Had  we  viewed  the  letter  as  an  application 
for  a  dimit,  we  should  have  approved  the  action  of  Lebanon  Lodge, 
but  for  the  physical  inability  of  the  applicant  to  comply  with  the 
requirement  of  the  by-law.  But,  while  we  think  the  Lodge  acted 
under  a  misapprehension  of  the  true  question  before  it,  we  do  not 
wish  to  reflect  the  slightest  censure  upon  it.  It  acted  under  a  com- 
mon misunderstanding  of  a  distinction  which  has  not,  to  our  knowl- 
edge, been  heretofore  clearly  pointed  out  in  any  deliverance  of  this 
Grand  Body. 
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We  do  not  consider  any  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  necessary  in  the 
case.  ^ 

Respectfally  sabmitted. 

CHAR.  F.  STANSBURY, 
R.  B.  DONALDSON. 

P.  G.  M.  Davis,  in  his  minority  report,  does  not  hold  that  the  W.  M. 
was  snbject  to  oensnre,  and  in  this  the  committee  agree,  bat  he  disap- 
proves of  the  decision  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  and  treats  the  letter 
of  resignation  as  an  application  for  a  dimit,  as  will  appear  in  the  fol- 
lowing qaotatious.  We  premise  them,  however,  by  stating  that  the  By- 
laws of  the  Lodge  required  a  resident  member  to  apply  in  person  for  a 
dimit,  which  was  in  conflict,  apparently,  with  the  resolution  of  tho 
Grand  Lodge  annexed  : 

The  M.'.  W.'.  Grand  Master,  in  his  address,  states  that  **  the  only 
expression  relating  to  a  case  of  this  character  given  by  this  Grand  Lodge 
is  in  tho  standing  rcRolntion,  adopted  May  1,  1860,  which  I  consider  is 
still  in  force,  and  reads  as  follows  : 

Jiesolvedt  As  the  sense  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  that  every  Mason  oaght 
to  be  an  active  member  of  some  Lodge,  bnt  an  a  Mason  is  as  free  to  go 
as  he  IS  to  come,  the  discharge  of  that  duty  mast  be  left,  like  many  oth- 
ers of  necessity  are,  to  the  conscience  of  each  individual  member  of  the 
Fraternity." 

A  reference  to  the  history  of  this  piece  of  legislation,  to  be  found  in 
the  proceedings  of  this  Grand  Lodge  for  1860,  shows  that  it  was  not 
intended  to  relate  to  *'a  cose  of  this  characler  "  at  all,  but  was  simply 
an  expression  of  the  sense  of  this  Grand  Lodge  on  the  snbject  of  the 
great  number  of  non-affiliated  Masons  then  in  the  JuriBdiction,  and  was 
adopted  in  disposal  of  measures  thought  by  some  to  be  desirable  for 
gathering  some  of  these  non-affiliates  into  Lodge  membership.  It  did 
not  profess  to  assert  a  principle  for  the  government  of  Lodges  in  respect 
to  the  formalities  of  severing  Lodge  membership. 

This  resolution,  indeed,  if  it  proves  anything  in  "a  case  of  this 
character,**  proves  too  much.  A  Mason  is  not  free  to  come  to  mem- 
bership in  a  Lodge,  because  the  by-laws  obstruct  his  freedom  of  entrance; 
and  not  being  free  to  come,  it  follows  by  the  rule  that  he  would  not  be 
free  to  go. 

It  can  not  be  affirmed  that  he  is  free  either  to  go  or  to  come  while 
the  by-laws,  which  are  the  contract  of  association,  obstruct  his  freedom 
of  accession  and  dimission.  The  M.  *.  W.  *.  Grand  Master  says,  however, 
that  ** acting  under  my  construction  of  the  above  resolution,  together 
with  my  own  belief,  whether  a  Brother  applies  in  person  or  by  letter,  a 
Lodge  must  grant  bim  a  dimit  without  question,  if  he  is  clear  of  the 
books  and  there  are  no  charges  against  his  character,"  he  rendered 
the  decision  which  has  been  referred  by  the  Grand  Lodge  to  this  Com- 
mittee. 

As  a  member  of  this  Committee,  I  cannot  concur  in  the  argument  or 
conclusions  of  the  M.  *.  W.  *.  Grand  Master  on  this  subject 

•  •••••••• 

A  dimit,  when  granted,  serves  to  sever  one  from  Lodge  membership, 
but  it  leaves  the  applicant  an  unaffiliated  Mason,  who  is  still  subject  to 
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all  tho  obligations  of  Masonry,  incladinp:  the  duty  of  obeying  all  sum- 
monses received  by  bim  from  proper  aathority.  So  far  as  a  member  ot 
the  Lodge,  who  has  failed  to  obtain  a  diniit,  is  concerned,  it  certainly 
can  not  be  said  that  he  is  lesM  amenable  to  a  summons  than  an  affiliated 
Mason  ;  or  that  it  would  be  error  on  the  part  of  tbe  Lodge  to  summon 
him,  or  to  try  him  for  disobedience  of  a  summons,  nor  do  I  believe  that 
if  he  should  disobey  one  summons  and  be  tried  by  the  Lodge  for  it,  it 
would  be  wrong  tor  the  Lodge  to  try  him  for  disobedience  of  another 
summons  thereafter  served  upoo  bim. 

Regarding  the  member  of  Lebanon  Lodge,  whose  case  has  been  the 
subject  of  the  present  controversy,  I  think  tbe  ease  should  now  be  left 
to  be  taken  up  and  disposed  of  at  the  discretion  of  his  Lodge. 

I  understand  his  present  status  to  bo,  that  he  has  been  dropped  for 
Don-])ayment  of  dues,  has  been  granted  a  dimit,  and  has  an  untried 
charge  of  violating  his  Masonic  obligMtions  pending  over  him.  To  no 
one  but  himself  is  he  indebted  for  this  unfortunate  cloud  upon  what 
was  otherwise  a  fair  and  honorable  Masonic  record. 

I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  tbe  by-laws  of  a  constituent  Lodge  in 
this  Jurisdiction,  after  having  been  submitted  to  and  approved  by  this 
Grand  Lodge,  are  of  binding  force  upon  tbe  members  of  said  Lodge, 
and  it  is  the  sworn  duty  of  the  W.*.  M.  *.  to  see  that  the  same  are  strictly 
enforced;  and  that  it  is  not  within  the  power  even  of  the  M.-.  W.*.  Grand 
Master  to  annul  or  set  aside  the  same. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

E.  G.  DA  Via 

We  have  been  thus  particular  in  presenting  the  reasons  pro  and  con 
in  this  case,  as  a  matter  of  justice  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  whose  conclu- 
sions we  have  disapproved;  and  that  we  might  the  better  bring  forward 
the  question,  which  we  think  mainly  involved  in  the  dispute,  certainly 
the  most  important  one  with  other  jurisdictions,  whether  a  resignation 
is  a  proper  means  of  severing  connection  with  a  Masonic  Lodge  and 
with  the  Institution  ?  In  other  words,  can  a  Mason  resign  from  the 
Fraternity?  Able  authorities  hold  Masonry  to  be  a  voluntary  associa- 
tion in  which  the  members  are  as  *'  free  to  ^o  as  to  come."  The  dimit 
which  severs  only  Lodge  membership,  is  frequently  resorted  to,  however, 
as  a  means  of  accomplishing  a  more  radical  severance  of  masonic  ties. 
In  such  cases  the  resignation  would  host  accomplish  the  purpose  of  the 
iodividual,  and  at  the  same  time  enable  him  to  act  with  candor  and  jus- 
tice towards  tbe  Fraternity. 

We  favor  resignations,  but  confess  that  our  regulations  do  not  provide 
for  them,  nor  do  we  know  of  any  rules  prescribing  the  effect  of  n  resig- 
DAtlon  in  relieving  the  party  from  his  voluntarily  assumed  obligations 
relating  to  esoteric  masonry.  His  use  or  abuse  of  the  knowledge  he 
may  have  acquired  of  our  art  and  privileges.  We  introduce  tho  subject 
inviting  discussion  or  disquisition. 

The  Grand  Master's  annual  address  is  short  and  devoted  mainly  to 
matters  of  local  concern.  He  speaks  favorably  of  tbe  condition  and 
work  of  tbe  **  Masonic  Board  of  Relief/*  and  of  the  *«St.  John's  Mite 
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Association,"  two  well  designed  charity  organizations,  the  first  intended 
to  aid  sojonming  brethren,  and  the  latter  "confining  its  efibrts  among 
the  distressed  of  oar  own  jurisdiction,**  as  the  Grand  Master  expresses 
it.  He  closes  with  thanks  for  twelve  years  of  masonic  station,  and  asks 
to  be  relieved  in  futore  of  such  cares  and  responsibilities. 
Bro.  W.  B.  Singleton,  Grand  Secretary  and  Chairman,  famishes  the 

Report  on  Gobbespondekce 

which,  though  much  condensed,  is  still  a  fair  and  discriminating  review 
of  Grand  Lodge  work  for  1879  and  1880,  as  presented  in  the  reports 
considered,  including,  with  Alabama  for  1879,  nearly  all  the  reports  from 
American  Grand  Lodges. 

Brother  Singleton  is  still  concerned  about  the  lack  of  uniformity  in 
the  work  and  jurisprudence  of  masonry,  as  developed  in  these  reports, 
and  says  thereaneut : 

From  the  reports  of  Committees  on  Jurisprudence  we  discover  still 
the  lamentable  fact  that  there  is  no  fixed  standard  of  masonic  law  and 
usage  ;  and  we  have  steadily  heretofore  advocated  a  general  convention 
for  the  purpose  of  determining  upon  some  general  standard  of  Juris- 
prudence, whereby  unpleasaut  complications  may  be  avoided,  so,  from 
our  examinations  this  year  we  are  more  firmly  convinced  that  we  must 
come  to  that  finality,  or  all  the  good  results  which  were  hoped  for  in 
our  correspondence  reports  will  prove  to  be  a  disappointment  When 
we  discover  that  New  York  has  proclaiiued  non -intercourse  with  Con- 
necticut. Missouri  refuses  to  do  even-handed  justice  to  New  Mexico, 
and  Minnesota  declines  to  acknowledge  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Dakota  ; 
when  in  one  Grand  Lodge  a  one-eyed  man  can  not  be  admitted,  and  in 
another  a  crooked-legged  individual,  who  can  not  conform  wholly  to 
any  of  the  rituals,  is  made  a  mason  ;  when  a  healthy,  robust,  and  hearty 
man.  and  of  vigorous  intellect,  but  with  one  finger  short,  is  refused, 
and  a  consumptive,  weazen-faced,  short  breathing,  hectic,  cadavorous 
man  with  whole  limbs  (but  without  intellectual  development),  **as  a 
man  ou^ht  to  be,"  is  joyfully  greeted  and  no  impertinent  questions 
asked ;  when  in  one  State  the  loss  of  a  great-toe  on  the  left  foot,  yet 
counterbalanced  by  a  Websterian  brain,  is  a  bar  to  initiation,  and  a 
wooden  leg  and  foot  is  no  obstacle  in  the  adjoining  Jurisdiction  ; 
where,  we  ask,  comes  in  the  universality  of  our  rules  and  regula- 
tions? 

GRAND  OyPICERS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Noble  D.  Lamer Grand  Master. 

R  W.  Bro.  Wm.  R  Singleton  (re-elected) Grind  Secretary. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 21 
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DAKOTA,  1881. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Dakota  met,  **pnr8Qant  to  the  coDstita- 
tiOD  and  a  resolation  adopted  at  the  last  anaaal  oommauication,"  in 
the  city  of  Sioux  Falls,  June  10th,  A.  D.  1881.  This  being  the  seventh 
annual  commanication. 

We  note  the  presence  of  R  W.  Henry  H.  Folk,  Deputy  Grand  Master, 
and  the  representativefi  of  Eleven  (of  its  then  16)  chartered  Lodges.  It 
is  quite  remarkable  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  Grand  Secretary, 
the  Grand  Treasurer,  and  the  Grand  Jr.  D.,  all  stations  and  official 
places  were  filled  by  appointment,  or  pro  tern.  Was  this  unusual  neg- 
lect of  the  regular  ofiScers  to  attend  at  all  influenced  by  the  unusual 
place  of  meeting?  Yankton  has  heretofore  been  their  place  of  meeting; 
but  a  change  of  policy  adopted  in  1880,  now  authorizes  a  roving  habit, 
and  each  communication  chooses  the  place  of  meeting  for  the  next ;  or, 
we  suppose  this  to  be  the  case  from  the  fact  that  the  next  communica- 
tion is  announced  to  be  held  at  Watertown,  though  we  failed  to  discover 
any  resolution  to  that  effect  in  the  proceedings,  and  having  missed  the 
proceedings  lor  1880,  do  not  know  what  the  resolution,  then  adopted, 
prescribes  in  this  behalf.  We  hope  the  next  meeting  will  at  least  show 
a  larger  proportion  of  the  regular  ofiScers  present  than  was  the  case  at 
Sioux  Falls,  else  it  were  well  to  go  back  to  Yankton  and  establish 
**headquarters  "  there  permanently. 

In  the  absence  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  his  annual  address  was 
read  by  the  B.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master,  presiding. 

The  address,  as  is  usual  with  Grand  Master  Hand,  is  appropriate, 
well  arranged  and  instructive. 

He  reports  favorably  of  the  general  condition  of  the  Lodges  in  that 
jurisdiction  (16  chartered  and  5  U.  D.  in  1880),  but  had  been  unable  to 
visit  many  of  tbem,  as  no  provision  had  been  made  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  to  defray  the  expense  of  such  visitations. 

The  following  will  show  the  impracticability  of  such  visits  unaided, 
even  had  due  provision  been  made  for  the  expense  thereof,  and  suggests 
the  necessity  for  assistants  in  aid  of  this  important  work,  viz  : 

Whatever  visitations  have  been  made  by  the  Grand  Master,  have  been 
made  at  his  own  expense.  There  are  152,000  square  miles  in  this  juris- 
diction. A  territory  much  larger  than  all  of  the  New  England  SUites, 
with  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  combined.'  Oar  Lodges  are  scattered 
from  the  extreme  southern  boundary  to  the  British  line,  and  from  the 
State  line  of  Minnesota  to  Wyoming.  It  is  evident  that  the  Grand 
Master  can  not  visit  all  these  Lodges  personally  without  using  a  much 
largiT  share  of  bis  time  than  should  be  required  ot  him,  leaving  out  of 
consideration  the  question  of  expense.  I  am  satisfied  that  all  the 
Lodges  shoold  be  visited,  and  especially  those  under  dispensation. 
Qoestioos  arise  in  the  organization  of  new  Lodges  which  are  perplexing 
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to  the  Master.  ^lany  errors  creep  in  and  a  loose  admiDistratioD  of 
afiftiirs  geuerully  is  likely  to  ensue  auluss  each  Lodge  is  inspected.  This 
shoald  be  done  by  some  competent  Brother.  The  time  has  gone  by 
when  the  Grand  Master  alone  can  visit  and  inspect  ail  the  Lodges  in 
this  jurisdiction. 

I  recommend  that  a  sufficient  amount  be  appropriated  to  enable  the 
Grand  Master  to  secure  by  appointment  the  serrices  of  two  competent 
brethren,  whose  legitimate  expenses  shall  be  borne  by  the  Grand  Lodge, 
and  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  under  the  direction  of  the  Grand  blaster,  to 
see  that  the  provisions  of  article  10  are  enforced.  These  two  represen- 
tatives, with  the  Grand  Master,  will  be  able  to  visit  and  inspect  within 
the  year  every  Lodge  in  the  jurisdiction.  The  amount  required  will 
not  be  large,  but  let  it  bo  sufficient  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  Grand 
Master  as  well  as  of  the  representatives  he  appoints. 

Grand  Master  Hand  congrntulntes  the  Grand  Lodge  on  the  amicable 
and  satisfactory  adjustment  of  the  controversy  with  Minnesota,  involv- 
ing, as  we  have  heretofore  stated,  the  vital  principle  of  '*  Grand  Lodge 
exclusive  jurisdiction,"  and  of  which  Brother  Hand,  in  his  appropriate 
and  successful  conduct  of  this  notable  controversy,  has  placed  himself 
on  the  record  as  one  of  its  ablest  and  most  earnest  defenders.  His 
course  has  been  admirable  throughout  the  dispute  and  we  now,  with 
pleasure,  record  his  modest  allusions  to  its  pleasant  termination  : 

Ttie  Grand  Lodge  of  Minnesota  has  not  only  recognized  this  Grand 
Body  and  extended  to  it  a  warm  and  fraternal  greeting,  but  has  recog- 
nized the  principle  of  exclusive  jurisdiction  for  which  we  have  so  ear- 
nestly contended.   ♦*••••• 

I  congratulate  you,  my  brethren,  upon  the  termination  of  this  unpleas- 
ant controversy,  the  adjustment  of  which  is  honorable  to  all  concerned. 
Ever  since  the  organization  of  this  Grand  Lodge  it  has  .stood  as  a  bar- 
rier to  our  progress  and  prosperity,  creating  bitterness  and  ill  feeling 
among  those  who  should  be  brothers  in  sympathy  as  well  as  in  name. 

I  can  not  too  highly  commend  the  course  pursued  by  Grand  Master 
Wells.  To  him  belongs  the  credit  of  bringing  about  the  present  satis- 
factory state  of  affairs.  It  was  he  who  kindly  re-opened  the  correspond- 
ence which  has  led  to  this  reconciliation  and  the  honorable  adjustment 
of  these  troubles.  It  was  he,  who,  when  he  became  satisfied  it  was  his 
duty  HO  to  do,  voluntarily  advised  Bismarck  Lodge  to  give  its  adhesion 
and  obedience  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Dakota. 

I  have  done  in  this  matter  at  all  times  what  seemed  right  and  proper 
to  be  done  from  our  standpoint.  If  I  have  sometimes  appeared  to  be 
zealous  in  the  advocacy  of  our  cause  and  sharp  in  my  critici5tms,  it  was 
because  I  had  at  heart  the  honor  and  integrity  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Dakota,  and  felt  tbtit  we  were  contending  for  a  principle,  upon  the 
recognition  of  which,  as  a  positive  law  of  Masonry  in  America,  the 
perpetuity  of  the  institution  must  to  a  great  degree  depend. 

By  recommendation  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  a 

resolution  recognizing  the 

United  Gr.vnd  Lodge  of  Colon  and  Cuba 

was  unanimously  adopted. 
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OBAKD   OFTICEDS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Thomas  H.  Brown Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Bro.  Charles  T.  McCoy,  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Whole  Namber  of  chartered  Lodges 22,  and  one  U.  D. 

DELAWARE. 

The  admirably  printed  and  arranged  report  now  before  us  gives  inter- 
esting details  of  the  proceedings  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Deli- 
ware  at  its  two  special  CommuDications  held  in  1880,  and  also  of  its 
Seventy-fonith  Grand  Annnal  Commanication,  held  at  the  city  of  Wil- 
mington  on  the  6th  and  7th  days  of  October,  A.D.  5880. 

Of  the  specials  we  remark  that  the  first  was  convened  at  Newport, 
September  2d,  for  the  public  installation  of  the  officers  of  Armstrong 
Lodge,  of  that  city,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  after  the  opening  in  Ample 
Form,  proceeded  to  a  grove  *'aboat  one  mile'*  distant  where,  as  the 
record  informs  as,  the  officers  were  installed,  except  the  Secretary  and 
Treasurer,  who  "being  re-elected  were  not  installed":  and  who  not 
being  installed  are  simply  holding  their  positions  antil  their  sacces- 
BoiB  are  daly  elected  and  installed,  according  to  onr  construction  of 
masonic  usage.  We  noU^  and  call  attention  to  this  irregularity  because 
it  has  the  sanction  of  an  old  and  conservative  Grand  Lodge,  and  if  the 
omission  is,  as  we  conceive  it  to  be,  unmasonic,  the  offense  is  thus 
proportionately  enhanced.  Is  not  installation  always  the  necessary 
complement  to  a  masoiiic  election,  whether  the  officer  is  for  the  first 
time  elected,  or  is  re-elected  to  the  position  assigned  him  by  his 
brethren?  We  answer  Yes.  Who  will  say  no,  and  successfully  defend 
that  negative  by  reference  to  Masonic  rules  and  usage?  In  the  civil 
service  every  officer  elected,  re-elected,  appointed  or  re-appointed  is 
"sworn  in  *  and  masonry  is  more  exacting,  if  possible,  than  political 
organizations  as  to  the  qualification  of  its  officers.  Installaiion  is  our 
*'8wearing  in  T  and  should  never  be  omitted. 

The  second  Special  Communication  was  held  at  Wilmington,  Sep- 
tember 13th,  and  the  record  gives  us  the  details  of  an  interesting  cere- 
monial used  in  dedicating  the  new  Masonic  Hall  at  New  Castle. 

The  Grand  Lodge  having  been  opened  in  Ample  Form,  in  their  Hall, 
at  Wilmington,  proceeded  under  escort  of  St.  John's  Commundery  of 
Knights  Templar  to  the  depot,  and  thence  by  cars  to  Now  Castle  where 
the  ample  ceremonial  of  dedication  was  conducted  by  the  Grand  offi- 
cers, and  an  eiLcellently  designed  and  eloquent  address,  illustrating  the 
principles,  symbolism  and  government  of  the  Fraternity,  was  delivered 
by  Rev.  Bro.  J.  H.  Caldwell. 

The   Annual  Communication,  of   October  following,   was    presided 
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over  by  M.  W.  Grand  Master  John  Tftylor,  who  also  presided  in  the 
two  ceremonial  meetings  in  September.  The  regular  officers  were 
not  all  present;  two  Grand  Officers,  G.  8.  W.  and  G.  J.  D.,  absent 

Present,  **a  constitational  namber  of  Sabordinate  Lodges,"  eleren 
P.  G.  Officers  and  as  many  Grand  Representatives;  Alabama,  however, 
is  not  named  among  the  Grand  Lodges  thas  represented. 

The  Grand  Master's  annnal  address  is  concise  (quite  too  short,  in- 
deed,) and  anexceptionable  in  style. 

He  says  **there  never  was  a  time  when  masonry  in  this  jarisdiction 
was  more  prosperous  than  now."    Glad  to  hear  it. 

In  reply  to  the  question,  by  the  W.  M.  of  a  Lodge  where  the  inci- 
dent originated,  ''Cana  Bbittheb  be  admitted  to  membership  in  a  Lodge 
in  this  jurisdiction  where  residence  is  in  another  jurisdiction?"  He 
decides  in  a  way  likely  to  bring  about  another  N.  Y. -Connecticut  dis- 
pute; thus: 

^'A  m^ison  may  apply  for  membership  to  any  Lodge  without  regard 
to  its  location." 

The  question,  as  presented  by  the  Lodge,  developed  the  facts  that 
the  applicant  was  lato  a  meuibar  of  an  Indiana  Lodge,  was  then  a  citi- 
zen of  Philadelphia  and  that  the  brethren  had  objected  to  his  affiliation 
nnder  the  circumstances,  though  his  worthiness,  otherwise,  was  un- 
doubted. 

We  are  inclined  to  doubt,  with  the  Lodge,  the  propriety  of  admitting 
the  applicant  without  some  evidence  of  consent  by  Indiana  or  Penn- 
sylvania, or  both.     Of  course  we  dissent  from  the  decision. 

He  states,  and  we  are  glad  to  note  the  fact,  that: 

I  received,  August  20,  1880,  a  communication  from  the  Grand  Master 
of  South  Carolina,  Augustine  T.  Smythe,  with  an  inclosed  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Arrangements  for  erecting  a  monument  to  commemo- 
rate the  Centennial  of  the  Battle  of  the  Cowpens,  urging  me  to  be 
present  at  the  laying  of  the  corner  stone,  which  the  committee  had  em- 
braced in  their  resolutions  to  bo  done  by  Masons,  and  that  the  thirteen 
origiuiil  StateH  should  be  represented  in  the  work.  The  regular  An- 
nnal Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  taking  place  about  the  same 
time,  necesHsrily  contiicted  with  any  arrangements  that  I  could  make 
to  be  present  myself  But,  not  wishing  that  on  an  occasion  of  such 
importance  to  the  Fraternity,  we  should  be  unrepresented,  I  have 
specially  commissioned  our  worthy  brother  James  A.  Hoyt,  to  repre- 
sent us  in  the  celebration. 

The  law  of  Delaware  forbids  a  rejected  applicant  from  applying  to 
any  Lodge  (in  the  jurisdiction),  thereafter,  for  the  degrees.  This,  the 
G.  Miister  supposes,  results  from  the  unintentional  omission  of  the 
other  after  any  and  recommended  the  proper  amendment  \o  the  regula- 
tions, which  was  accordingly  done,  by  reHolution.  The  Grand  Secretary 
in  his  report  acknowledges  receipt  of  numerous  Grand  Lodge  Proceed- 
ings, including  those  of  Alabama,  but  there  is  no  general 
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BKPOBT  ON   OOBBBSPONDKNCB. 

The  proceedings  beyond  thoiie  already  referred  to  are  not  of  general 
interest  and  we  merely  note,  as  charaoteristio  of  this  and  previons  Com- 
mimieationa  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  that  the  work  was  well  done,  and 
done  quickly. 

ORlin>  OFFTCKBS: 

H  W.  Bro.  Joseph  W.  H.  Watson Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Bro.  William  S.  Hayes  (re-eleoted) Grand  Secretary. 

Number  of  chartered  Lodges 21. 

FLORIDA,  1881. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Florida  held  its  52d  Grand  Annaal  Com- 
fflaaication  at  Jacksonville,  commencing  Taesday,  January  the  18th, 
AD.  1881. 

Present,  If.  W.  Grand  Master  William  A.  McLean,  and  fifty-one 
chartered  Lodges  represented. 

The  G.  Master's  annaal  address  was  intentionally  brief,  for  he  says: 

Acting  npon  what  I  conceive  to  be  a  prudent  discretion,  and  iofln- 
enoed  solely  by  a  desire  to  benefit  the  craft  at  large  and  this  Grand 
Lodge  in  particular,  it  shonld  not  be  regarded  as  a  matter  to  be  regret- 
ted that  I  have  deemed  it  best  not  to  detain  yon  by  an  elaborate  address, 
believing  as  I  do,  that  the  interests  of  onr  common  canse  will  be  as 
well,  if  not  more  satisfactorily  advanced,  by  allowing  yon  to  proceed 
at  once  to  the  consideration  of  snch  matters  as  may  appropriately  come 
before  yon. 

He  then   proceeds  rapidly  to  rehearse  the  few  events  of  the  year 

requiring  report  or  reference,  and  they  were  few  indeed. 

He  had  made  no  decisions  daring  the  year,  and  suys  : 

For  the  second  time  it  becomes  my  duty  and  pleasure  to  report  that 
I  have  been  relieved  from  the  responsibility  of  making  any  decisions 
during  the  past  year,  while  on  many  occasions,  by  letter  and  other- 
wise, my  opinion  has  been  sought  on  various  subjects  involving  Ma- 
sonic law  and  osag^.  All  questions  have  been  satisfactorily  disposed 
of  by  a  reference  to  the  law  as  I  find  it  established  by  precedent  and 
Grand  Lodge  enactment 

One  of  the  Lodges  had   adopted  a  resolution  requesting  the  Grand 

Lodge — 

To  adopt  a  resolution  making  it  a  Masonic  offence  for  any  member 
of  the  Fraternity  to  play  any  games  of  chance,  such  as  keno.  all  games 
of  cards,  or  any  other  modes  of  gambling,  for  gambling  purposes  and 
for  gain,  whether  licensed  by  the  State  or  not,  or  to  countenance  the 
same  by  frequenting  places,  as  specUitors,  where  these  pernicious  habits 
are  indulged  in.  That  the  Secretary  is  hereby  instructed  to  forward  a 
copy  of  this  resolution  to  the  G.  M. 

This  overture  the  Grand  Master  communicates  in  his  annnal  address 

accompanied  by  the  following  strong  indorsement: 
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From  what  I  have  been  enabled  to  learn  as  regards  existing  evils  in 
matters  of  games  of  chance  indulged  in  by  members  of  our  order,  I  am 
decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  this  appeal  comes  to  you,  my  brethren, 
freighted  with  hnman  sorrows,  mingled  with  the  widow  s  wail  and  the 
orphan's  cry,  calling  aloud  for  such  relief  at  our  hands  as  may  be 
necessary  to  arrest  the  flood-tide  of  evil  by  which,  it  is  to  be  feared, 
that  some,  even  of  onr  own  number,  are  going  down  into  the  depths  of 
hopeless  despair  and  utter  ruin.  We  endeavor  by  precept,  at  least,  to 
make  the  impression  that  one  of  the  leading  objects  we  have  in  view  is 
to  inculcate  sound  morality,  as  founded  npon  the  great  moral  principles 
set  forth  in  the  sacred  volume,  ever  found  npon  our  altar,  which  we 
receive  as  the  rule  and  guide  of  our  faith  and  practice,  and  without 
which  no  Lodge  can  have  a  legal  existence:  We  publish  abroad  and 
proclaim  to  earth's  remotest  bounds,  and  call  upon  all  men  to  witness 
our  sincerity  in  the  professions  we  make,  that  our  mission  in  the  world 
is  nothing  less  than  the  inculcation  of  a  better,  purer,  higher  life 
among  men  But,  after  all,  brethren,  profession  alone,  by  whatever 
high  sounding  title  dignified,  may  be  nothing  more  than  sounding 
brass  or  a  tinkling  cymbal,  for  the  truth  still  remains  that  the  uniniti- 
ated will  judge  of  the  institution  by  the  conduct  of  its  individual 
members. 

In  response  to  this  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  (approved  by  the 

G.  L.)  say: 

The  recommendation  in  the  Grand  Master's  address,  relative  to  the 
subject  of  gambling,  referred  to  us  on  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Grand  Master's  Address,  has  been  considered.  This 
Committee  does  not  think  that  any  new  legislation  is  required  npon  the 
subject.  If  the  particular  Lodges  execute  the  laws  already  in  existence, 
this  evil  will  be  checked,  as  it  should  be. 

The  proposed  amendment  of  18S0  providing  for  biennial  Communi- 
cations, though  called  up  by  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Unfinished 
Business,  does  not  appear  to  have  been  acted  upon. 

Bro.  DeWitt  C.  Dawkins,  G.  S.  and  P.  G.  M.,  for  the  Committee 
made  a 

REPORT  ON   CORRESPONDENCE, 

in  which  he  refers  in  general  terms  to  the  coudition  of  corresponding 
Grand  Lodges,  and  expresses  regret  at  the  unsatisfactory  relations 
resulting  from  the  controversies  pending  between  New  York  and  C/on- 
necticut,  and  Missouri  and  New  Mexico.     Of  the  first  they  say: 

The  rule  of  action  in  Connecticut  is  adverse  to  the  practice  in  Florida, 
for  here  no  dispensation  or  charter  is  granted,  except  upon  petition, 
and  all  the  petitioners  must  either  be  members  in  good  standing  of 
Florida  Lodges,  with  their  dues  paid  up  to  the  time  of  application  for 
charter,  or  else  have  regular  dimits  from  some  regular  Lodg«*,  and  the 
certificates  or  receipts  and  the  dimits  must  acrom|)any  the  petition  and 
be  therewith  filed  in  the  Grand  Secretary's  office,  before  the  dispensa- 
tion or  charter  is  issued. 

We  affectionately,  yet  seriously,  recommend  to  our  brethren  of  Con- 
necticut to  consider  whether  or  not  it  would  be  wise  for  them  to  adopt 
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the  Florida  rale  or  a  eimilar  one.  and  then  whether  or  not  it  wonld  be 
jogt  and  oommendAble  in  them  to  advance  the  first  step  toward  recon- 
ciliation with  New  York.  These  wonld  surely  be  onr  promptings  under 
similar  circnmstuQces.  We  have,  in  years  gone  b}',  been  impelled  to 
sorrender,  under  similar  circnmstances,  and  without  creating  notoriety, 
and  hence  onr  pre<fent  rule  of  practice,  which  has  kept  us  out  of  such 
troables  for  the  past  ten  years,  at  least  of  our  own  creation,  and  if  every 
Grand  Lod^e  will  adopt  that  practice,  and  never  deviate  from  it  in  any 
case,  that  class  of  troubles  are  thenceforward  at  an  end. 

Of  the  second,  the  Committee  think  Missouri  is  wrong  in  her  posi- 
tion. 

Bro.  Dawkins  is  not  in  favor  of  *'perpetnal  jurisdiction,**  and  thus 

briefly  disposes  of  that  topic: 

A  question  has  been  going  the  rounds  of  general  discussion,  which  is 
most  usually  denominated  one  of  ''perpetual  jurisdiction**  over  reject- 
ed material.  One  year*8  residence  in  Florida,  and  six  months  in 
Lodge  locality,  gives,  by  our  law,  absolute  jurisdiction,  with  the  duty 
of  inquiring  into  the  cause  of  any  former  rejection,  and  we  think  our 
rule  is  right. 

OBAND   OFFICERS. 

11  W.  Bro.  l^illiam  E.  Anderson Orand  Master. 

B.  W.  Bro.  DeWitt  C.  Dawkins  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Number  of  chartered  Lodges. . 69. 

GEORGIA. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Georgia  held  its  Annual,(biennial?)  Com- 
munication for  1880  in  the  city  of  Macon,  commencing  Tuesday,  Octo- 
ber 2(ith. 

Present,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  James  M.  Mobley,  Grand  and  P.  Grand 
Officers,  Pastmasters,  and  the  Bepresentutives  of  239  Subordinate 
Lodges. 

As  we  understand  the  matter,  this  is  the  first  Communication  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Georgia  since  the  adoption,  in  1870,  of  their  pl&n  of 
pretermitting  annual  sessions  until  after  1882,  and  this  is  therefore 
their  first  Biennial  Communication,  though  the  minutes  record  it  as  an 
annual  meeting. 

As  this  scheme  for  biennial  meetings  was  adopted  as  a  means  of 
relieving  its  Treasury  from  financial  embarrassment,  our  attention  is 
necesBarily  first  directed  to  the  success  of  the  scheme  in  that  direction, 
and  we  are  glad  to  note  a  decided  reduction  of  expenses  and  a  decrease 
of  its  debt,  caused  by  the  proper  application  of  the  funds,  thus  derived, 
to  the  payment  of  maturing  bonds,  &c. 

Of  this  result  the  Finance  Committee  say: 

It  gives  OS  pleasure  to  inform  the  Grand  Lodge  that  we  ascertained 
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from  the  bookR  of  the  Grand  Treasarer  that  the  system  of  bienninl  ses- 
sions has  worked  as  its  friends  predicted,  and  has  met  all  interest  past 
and  accraing  daenpto  April  Ist,  1880,  and  rednced  the  principal  of  oar 
debt  $8,700.00,  leaving  onr  indebtedness  now  $20,000.00  principal, 
$1,000.00  interest,  total  $21,000.00— consisting  of  bonds  bearing  ten 
per  cent  interest,  which  will   mature  the  first  day  of  April,  1883. 

They  recommend  an  extension  of  the  system  as  follows  : 

Tour  committee  believe  the  best  and  easiest  way  to  liquidate  oar 
entire  indebtedness  in  a  short  time  would  be  to  amend  onr  By-Laws  at 
this  session,  providing  that  no  session  be  held  in  1883.  The  saving 
thus  Hecured  wonld  bring  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Georgia  together  in  the 
session  of  1884  owing  no  man  anything  and  possessing  this  grand  build- 
ing as  their  own. 

And  their  report  was  adopted,  but  we  do  not  see  that  the  By-Laws 
were  amended  as  suggested. 

The  Grand  Master's  address  is  in  very  good  taste,  and  gives  an 
encouraging  report  of  the  condition  of  the  craft  under  bis  oversetrrship, 
thus : 

Masonry  in  Georgia  is  a  grand  organization  of  great  power,  handed 
down  to  us  by  the  greatest  and  noblest  men  Georgia  ever  produced. 
Yon  now  have  over  three  hundred  working  Lodges  not  in  default  to  the 
Grand  Lodge,  with  about  fifteen  thousand  members,  good  and  true 
men,  kneeling  at  our  altars,  embracing  the  most  industrious  in  labor, 
the  most  learned  in  profesrtious,  the  most  profound  in  science,  the  most 
honored  in  state,  and  the  most  devout  in  church.  Dififeriug  in  every- 
thing else,  they  meet  around  one  common  altar  in  union  and  fellow- 
ship, meddling  with  no  matters  of  state  or  church.  Earnestly  engaged 
in  your  mission  of  **peace  on  earth  and  good  will  to  man.'*  with  that 
brotherly  love  **that  counts  not  life  dear  that  it  may  press  the  cooling 
draught  to  the  parched  lips  of  a  brother,  or  sooth  the  anguish  of  his 
smitten  family.  Monuments  of  the  worth  of  M-isoury  are  all  around 
us.  "Though  she  has  witnessed  the  death  and  burial  of  many  centuries, 
she  is  in  the  full  vigor  of  life  and  usefulneHs,  she  is  as  firm  as  the  moun- 
tains, as  stately  as  the  oak,  and  as  fragrant  as  the  rose." 

Brethren,  into  your  hands  is  committed  the  destiny  of  this  grand  in- 
stitution in  Georgia.  Yours  to  preserve,  and  j^ours  to  perpetuate. 
What  greater  responsibility  could  yon  have?  I  have  no  fears  as  to  its 
safety;  let  your  hearts  be  filled  with  brotherly  love,  relief,  and  truth, 
and  all  will  be  well.  The  greater  portion  of  my  life  hiw  been  devoted 
to  Masonry;  I  have  attended  the  regular  Commuuications  of  this  Grand 
Lodge  for  thirty-four  years,  performing  the  various  duties  assigned  me 
to  the  best  of  my  feeble  ability.  Many  of  its  wisest  and  best  members 
I  have  seen  come  and  go;  soon  I  shall  follow. 

After  having  often  met  with  you  here,  and  grasped  you  by  the  hand 
in  affection  and  love,  and  after  having  labored  for  you  zealously  and 
faithfully,  my  hist  words  shall  be:  Brethren,  be  true  to  yourselves,  your 
country,  and  yonr  God,  and  ever  preserve  the  honor  and  dignity  of 
Masonry  in  the  good  old  commonwealth  of  Georgia,  my  own  native 
State.  Hand  it  down  to  your  children's  children  unimpaired  as  3'oa 
received  it,  for  many  centuries  V>  come,  yea,  until  the  last  trump  pro- 
claims that  time  shall  be  no  more. 
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He  eaamerates  many  ''oocasional  Grand  Lodge"  convocations  daring 
1879  and  1880«  among  them  the  following,  viz: 

March,  1R79,  laying  the  foundation  stone  of  City  Hall  in  Angnsta,  Ckt. 

May  10,  laying  the  foundation  stone  of  the  Soldiers*  Monnment, 
Rome,  Georgia. 

April  14,  1880,  laying  the  foundation  stone  of  deceased  Confederate 
fioldiers,  Columbas,  Ga. 

July  10,  1879,  laying  the  foundation  stone  of  the  Southern  Medical 
College,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

June  25,  1879,  laying  the  foundation  stone  of  the  North  Georgia  Ag- 
ricultural College,  Dahlonega,  Ga. 

June  8,  1880,  laying  the  foundation  stone  of  the  M.  K  Church  South, 
at  Hamilton,  Gm.,  &c. 

He  also  participated  in  the  ceremonials  of  laying  comer  stones  for 
monuments  commemorative  of  the  battles  of  '*  King's  Mountain " 
and  the  ^^Cowpens*'  in  Sonth  Carolina,  uniting,  as  a  masonic  repre-' 
lentative  of  one  of  the  original  thirteen  States,  with  oar  Brethren  of 
South  Carolina  in  the  pleasant  masonic  duties  of  these  occasions, 
assigned  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  South  Carolina  by  request  of  the  pa- 
triotic citizens  of  her  State. 

He  reports  **The  Southern  Femals  College'*  as  in  good  condition  and 
'^considers  it  an  honor  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Georgia.'* 

He  commends  the  **Ma8onio  Mutual  Aid  Association  of  Georgia, 
and  the  committee,  to  whom  >this  subject  was  specially  referred,  re- 
peated this  commendation,  with  this  important  reservation,  however: 

This  Grand  Lodge  does  notawumeany  responsibility  in  the  premises, 
or  any  connection  with  the  institution  whatever,  but  we  believe  that 
such  an  enterpnse  is  proper  and  may  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  widows 
and  orphans  of  our  brethren  when  dead. 

No  report  on  Correspondence. 

OBAKD  OFFIOEBS. 

Bl  W.  Bro.  Josiah  J.  Wright Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Bro.  J.  Emmett  Blackshear  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Number  of  chartered  Lodges 283. 

(N.  B.— The  G.  Master's  address  says  300  but  the  minutes  do  not 
register  that  number.) 

IDAHO,  1880. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Territory  of  Idaho,  held  its  thirietnih 
annual  communication  at  Boise  City,  Tuesday,  September  14th,  Anno 
Domini  1880. 

M.  W.  Charles  Himrod,  Grand  Master,  presiding,  a  majority  of  the 
Grand  Officers,  **  with  the  Bepresentatives  of  several  chartered  Lodges, 
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Past  Masters  and  Past  Grand  Officer/*  present  We  observe  the  R.  W. 
the  D.  G.  M.,  the  Senior  and  Janior  Grand  Wardens,  with  several  other 
Grand  Officers,  were  absent. 

With  the  exception  of  that  of  the  recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
New  Soath  Wales,  (deferred  as  inexpedient  at  present, )  there  was  no 
question  of  general  interest  discossed  or  acted  npon  at  this  commnni- 
oation. 

We  gather  from  the  minntes  that  the  craft  in  Idaho  are  moderately 
prospering  and  altogether  harmonious.  They  have  no  cases  of  contro- 
versy, internal  or  external,  pending,  and  the  Committees  on  Jurispm- 
dence.  Appeals,  Grievances,  ei  a/ ,  had  little  to  occupy  them — hence 
their  reports  are  meagre. 

The  Committee  on  the  Grand  Master's  address  reported,  referring 
*'the  entire  address  to  the  carefal  consideration  of  the  whole  Fraternity." 
This  was  a  just  compliment  to  the  address,  which  is  written  with  marked 
ability,  and  is  mainly  devoted  to  the  elucidation  of  general  Masonic 
duties  and  principles.  We  give  a  few  eeutences  from  this  very  sugges- 
tive address,  taken  from  the  portions  where  the  necessity  for  knowledge 
ab  well  as  work  is  discussed  : 

We  proclaim  the  universal  brotherhood  of  man  and  the  fatherhood  of 
God  from  our  house-tops.  How  do  our  individual  actions  toward  our 
brethren  and  to  the  world  correspond  with  our  proclamations.  Wo 
speak  with  a  just  and  t>ecomiug  pride  of  the  antiquity  of  our  institu- 
tion, and  of  the  sublimity  of  its  history.  But,  I  am  led  to  ask.,  who  of 
OS  can  tell  aught  of  its  antiquities  or  of  its  history,  venerable  as  the  one 
and  sublime  as  the  other  may  be,  beyond  the  parrotal  rehearsal  of  the 
legends  and  lame  traditions  we  receive  in  our  passage  through  the 
degrees?  Or  who  will  discuss  for  us  its  ethics,  or,  employing  it  as  a 
science  reduce  its  philosophy  to  the  practice  of  every  day  life?  We 
seem  to  be  well  educated  in  the  theories  of  politics,  and  are  ever  ready 
to  offer  and  defend  partizan  opinions.  How  well  are  we  prepared  to 
discuss  intellif^ently  the  hundreds  of  questions  that  are  constantly 
arising  among  the  Craft?  What  do  we  know  of  its  stitistics,  its  inci- 
dents, or  its  literature  ? 

These  are  pertinent  questions,  brethren  ;  not  to  us  alone,  but  to  the 
whole  body  of  the  Craft ;  and  would  it  not  be  well  for  us  to  retire  again 
to  the  ante-room,  asking  of  our  hearts  whether  we  had  really  come  for 
light  and  opportunity  to  beserviceable  to  our  fellow  creatures,  or  whether 
we  came  seeking  to  purchase  and  prostitute  the  offices  of  masonry  to  aid 
us  in  sordid  and  selfish  pursuits  ? 

If  we  have  not  yet  learned  that  the  practice  of  masonry  nnder  the 
solemn  sanction  of  our  obligations  ie<]iiires  a  sacritioe  of  heltish  gratifi- 
cation in  the  purnuit  of  even  our  most  cLeriKhed  desires,  it  would  be 
well  that  we  should  at  once  set  ouiselves  to  the  task  of  learning  it. 

It  is  not  mere  Liodge  work  that  we  have  to  do— that  is  necessary,  and 
should  be  well  done.  Hut  the  Lodge  is  only  the  school  where  we  come 
to  learn  what  our  duties  are  to  be. 

It  is  there  that  the  initiate  is  taught  the  names  of  the  working  tools, 
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by  the  Rymbolical  nse  of  which  he  may  armor  himself  in  virtue ;  taaght 
the  principles  which  he  ouf^ht  to  exemplify  before  the  world  ;  taaght 
that  love  in  a  more  beaatifal  gem  than  sparkles  in  the  crown  of  royalty; 
taaght  to  be  industrioas  in  his  profession  and  true  to  the  M>ister  he 
serves ;  to  lal>or  justly  and  to  eat  no  man's  bread  for  naught ;  to  open 
his  heart  to  those  in  distress,  and  to  divide  his  bread  with  the  poor  ; 
to  cracify  malico,  envy  and  slander,  and  thus  preserve  the  honor  of  the 
Craft ;  to  be  peaceable  as  a  citizen,  and  obedient  to  the  laws  of  the 
country  in  which  he  lives ;  to  exercise  faith  in  God,  to  hold  within  him- 
self a  hope  in  a  blissful  resurrection,  and  to  practice  that  charity  which 
does  not  proclaim  itself. 

To  ennoble  the  mind,  to  enlarge  the  affections  of  the  heart,  to  promote 
brotherly  love,  benevolence  and  charity —this  is  the  work  before  us — 
this  is  masonic  work. 

Considered  merely  as  social  creatures,  the  designs  of  Providence  bind 
us  to  the  promotion  of  the  happiness  oi  those  around  us.  But  how 
much  more  are  we  bound,  as  brethren,  to  practice  those  forbearing  and 
compassionate  principles  which  render  the  burthen  of  life's  toils  less 
irksome.  Is  it  possible  to  conceive  of  an  iuKtitution  that  could  render 
society  more  aseful  than  that  which  dignifies  the  nature  of  man  and 
teaches  him  how  to  subdue  bis  passions? 

We  are  glad  to  note  an  Orphan  Fund  aggregating?,  as  stated,  $6,5.'>5.20 
including  about  $3,300  of  Territorial  warrants  ;  but  whether  these  war- 
rants indicate  Territorial  gifts  or  are  acquired  by  investment,  is  not 
explained. 

No  Report  on  Correspondence. 

GRAND  OFFICEBS. 

M.  W.  Brother  H.  E.  Pickett Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Brother  L.  F.  Cartee,  (re-elected) Grand  Sec'ry. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 10 

ILLINOIS,  1850. 

The  forty-first  Annual  Communication  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of 
Illinois  was  held  in  Chicago  on  the  5tb,  6th  and  7th  days  of  October, 
A.  D.  1880. 

M.  W.  Grand  Master  Theodore  T.  Gurney  presiding.  All  Grand  Offi- 
cers except  the  Jr.  Grand  Warden  present,  and  **a  constitutional  num- 
ber of  Lodges  represented."  By  referring  to  the  statistics  we  find  that 
there  were  623  (of  688)  chartered  Lodges  represented,  and  that  the 
number  of  representatives  present  exceeded  650— a  large  assemblage  of 
legislators,  larger  indeed  than  could  be  readily  controlled  by  any  other 
organization  than  the  masonic. 

We  find  the  absence  of  R.  W.  John  R.  Thomas,  J.  G.  W.,  fully  ex- 
plained by  his  letter  announcing  the  recent  death  of  his  only  son  and 
the  perilous  illness  of  his  wife.     Thus  denied  the  privilege  of  mingling 
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in  the  daties  and  pleasures  of  this  great  conclave  he  was,  doubtless 
pleasantly  assnred  of  the  earnest  sympathy,  in  his  afflictions,  of  every 
Brother  present,  and  knowing  this  was  in  a  measure  comforted. 

The  anuoal  address  of  Grand  Master  Garney  is  fall  of  important,  well 
expressed  and  instructive  matter.  It  is  indeed  a  remarkably  able  exe- 
cutive message,  leaving  apparently  nothing  unsaid,  in  respect  to  juris- 
dictional matters,  that  required  comment,  and  expressing  eloquently 
and  impressively  many  thoughts  on  general  topics  equally  useful  and 
acceptable  to  the  craft  at  home  and  abroad.  We  are  inclined  to  quota 
freely  from  this  well-timed  address  and  shall  do  so  as  far  as  our  space 
will  permit 

The  Grand  Master  announces  the  death  of  R.  W.  Archibald  L.  Vir- 
den,  D.  D.  Grand  Master,  occurring  April  8th,  and  also  that  of  B.  W. 
Orlin  H.  Miner,  Grand  Treasurer,  on  the  27th  of  May,  1880,  alluding 
feolingly  and  appropriately  to  their  excellent  masonic  virtues,  which  are 
also  recorded  in  the  report  on  obituaries  and  in  mortuary  tablets.  He 
has  a  just  conception  of  true  masonic  character  and  obligations,  as  the 
following  will  attest : 

Good  men  instinctively  look  for  avenues  of  life  that  lead  the  most 
directly  to  the  fruition  of  their  hopes  tor  the  present  and  future.  They 
are  not  to  be  deceived  by  tinsel  or  toy,  neither  will  senseless  professions 
attract  their  friendly  attention.  If  maHonry  is  to  be  a  factor  in  aggre- 
gating these,  and  inteuHifying  by  this  unity  their  devotion  to  the  general 
welfare,  we  should  not  forget  that  such  men  will  measure  our  claims  to 
consideration  by  the  same  rules  that  we  have  established  to  determine 
fitness  for  our  iissociatious. 

We  declare  the  foundations  of  masonry  imperishable,  because  they 
rest  upon  Divine  command.  We  know  that  they  are  no  more  to  be  dis- 
turbed by  open  designing  enemies  than  is  the  mount  of  their  enuncia- 
tion ;  nevertheless  we  may  impose  upon  them  a  structure  that  obscures 
their  origin,  only  to  insure  a  want  of  respect  lor  our  pretensions.  If 
we  do  this,  there  is  not  any  escape  from  merited  obscurity.  Our  insti- 
tution, with  all  others,  will  be  commended  or  condemned  as  it  adheres 
to  or  deviates  from  its  professions.  If  a  lodge  in  to  command  the  res- 
pect of  the  community  in  which  it  exists,  it  must  insist  upon  truest 
manhood  from  its  !Ubml)ers.  Practical  life  is  the  demonstrator  of  per- 
sonal character.  Whit  a  mason  dof^s  is  the  true  index  of  his  value  to 
humanity.  The  same  rule  applies  to  men  in  their  associat<>d  capacity. 
Professions  are  not  of  any  importance  in  presence  of  a  disregard  for 
obligation,  and  the  more  exalted  our  official  or  other  masonic  attain- 
ments, the  more  vivid  and  damaging  our  insincerity.  'Our  fraternity 
should  have  men  rather  than  professional  theorists  who  can  coolly  ad- 
minister a  ritual,  become  eloquent  in  discussing  the  fundamental  ideas 
and  demands  of  the  Lodge,  and  the  next  moment  jubilant  in  associations 
that  do  not  have  a  remote  relation  to  resiK*ctability. 

Fraternal  obligation  is  two  fold  in  its  character.  The  first  relates 
specifically  to  organization,  and  the  second  to  laws  embodied  in  our 
'^Gn^at  Light."  and  governing  though  we  did  not  have  connection  with 
the  Lodge.    One  is  in  entire  harmony  with  the  other  and  contemplates 
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oar  highest  welfare;  coDsequeDtly  all  depnrtnres  from  these  standards  of 
action  is  to  set  at  willful  defiance  the  purposes  and  interests  of  the 
organization.  It  may  be  an  error  that  the  Mystic  Circle  should  be  the 
index  of  a  mason's  covenants  and  responsibilities,  but  so  long  as  it 
insists  upon  an  elevated  standard  of  life  we  must  keep  within  its  bonn- 
daries,  else  submit  to  the  humiliation  of  being  placed  upon  the  roll  of 
institutions  which  have  discarded  their  principles  and  outlived  their 
usefulness.  It  may  be  asked,  why  not  eliminate  the  *' Moral  Edifice?" 
For  the  only  reason,  brethren,  that  this  structure  is  the  only  safeguard 
to  society .  Society  could  not  be  perpetuated,  neither  could  we  exist 
and  be  men,  except  we  occupy  and  maintain  a  position  that  conserves 
the  welfare  of  oar  race. 

You  will  please  bear  in  mind  that  we  arc  not  a  Mutual  Assurance  As- 
sociation relying  upon  a  quid  pro  quo  for  perpetuity,  but  a  beneficent 
society  dependent  upon  the  manhood  of  its  membership  for  the  posi- 
tion it  is  to  occupy  as  a  charitable,  attractive  center  for  man's  best 
endeavors. 

fie  says  of  the 

CONDITION  OF  THB  CBAFT. 

I  am  glad  to  announce  a  marked  renewal  of  hopeful  feeling  through- 
out the  jurisdiction.  Years  of  financial  depression  have  been  succeeded 
by  a  business  activity  which  is  being  shared  by  lodges  that  are  of  any 
considerable  importance  to  the  craft.  It  is  a  great  pleasure  to  report 
that  our  Lodges  are  more  guarded  in  accepting  applications  for  mem- 
bership, and  also  entertain  a  higher  regard  for  kindred  responsibilities. 
It  would  be  a  gratification  to  be  able  to  assure  you  that  there  had  been 
an  entire  absence  ot  difficulties  among  brethren.  Although  these  have 
not  been  frequent,  yet  enough  has  transpired  to  make  customary  exhibi- 
tions of  human  imperfection.  Except  in  rare  instances  contentions 
have  arisen  in  Lodges  Ihui  havf  been  wUhout  other  incentives  to  activity; 
andt  as  a  rule,  emanale  with  bretfiren  icho  have  never  made  extensive  contn- 
butiorts  to  tfte  dignity  or  elevated  character  of  the  fraternity. 

Good  men  frequently  err  from  a  mistaken  sense  of  duty,  but  the  vi- 
cious are  never-ending  sources  of  trouble.  When  Lodges  learn  that  num- 
bers are  not  to  be  relied  upon  for  strength,  and  that  to  insure  both 
strength  and  usefulness  every  imperfect  ashlar  should  )}6  rejected,  dis- 
ciplinary proceedings  will  be  of  rare  necessity. 

His  reply  to  certain  enquiries  in  re  the  Past  Masteb's  Degree  indi- 

catoe  his  freedom  from  chapter  control  in  that  respect : 

In  reply  to  a  communication  Irom  a  member,  I  made  the  following 
reply : 

**If  yon  will  bear  in  mind  that  the  Lodge  does  not  have  any  official 
connection  with  any  other  association,  chapter  or  commnndery,  you  will 
Bee  that  a  degree  conferred  in  either  does  not  have  any  significance  in 
the  Symbolic  Lodge.  A  degree  conferred  in  tHe  chapter  has  no  more 
relation  to  the  Craft  than  if  conferred  by  Odd-Fellows,  consequently 
the  *  degree  of  Past  Master*  must  be  conferred  as  indicated  by  the 
Grand  Lodge,  otherwise  a  Master  can  not  be  qualified  under  the  law." 

The  proposition  now  before  you  to  dispense  with  the  necessity  of  a 
"degree"  as  a  qualification  for  Master,  should  it  meet  your  approval, 
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will  place  a  qnietos  upon  a  perplexing  protest  agninst  the  sovereignty 
and  indepeu deuce  of  the  Craft. 

The  Grind  Lodge  of  Illinois,  it  appears  by  one  of  its  By-Laws, 
required  the  Past  Masters's  LXegree  to  be  conferred  by  actaal  Past  Mas- 
ters, preparatcTry  to  the  installation  ceremonies  of  a  newly  elected  W.  M., 
and,  lis  we  nuderstand  it,  this  By-Law  was  repealed.  The  Committee 
on  Jurisprndence,  referring  to  this  topic  of  the  Grand  Master's  address, 
intimate,  as  follows  : 

QUAIJFICA.TION  TOR  INSTALLATION. 

Yonr  Committee  concur  in  the  remarks  of  the  Grand  Master  in  reply 
to  the  communication  from  a  member  of  Bardolpli  Lodge  No.  572,  as 
tending  to  make  clear  the  principle  underlying  our  regulation  that  none 
but  those  who  have  l)een  duly  elected  and  regularly  installed  Masters 
of  chartered  Lodges  can  participate  in  conferring  the  so-called  degree 
of  Past  Master,  as  a  qnaliiicatiou  for  installation  as  Master  of  a  Lodge. 
Your  committee  are  glad  to  be  able,  however,  to  congratulate  the  craft 
that  by  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  on  yesterday,  in  eliminating 
this  anomaly  from  our  system,  no  farther  perplexity  need  be  appre- 
bended  on  this  subject. 

He  is  opposed  to  any  interference  on  the  part  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
with  **  the  powers  inherent  in  a  Lodge,''  and  as  pertinent  to  this  remark 
we  quote  what  he  says  in  opposition  to  the  law  of  that  jurisdiction 
assuming  control  of 

DIMITS. 

I  have  received  several  letters  during  the  year  upon  this  subject,  and 
without  exception,  in  dissent  from  the  propriety  or  justice  of  the  law 
as  it  now  obtains.  It  is  not  my  wish  to  press  views  that  were  presented 
for  your  consideration  at  our  last  communication,  but  believing  that 
our  present  regulation  is  an  interposition  of  very  (Tebatable  authority 
in  the  affairs  of  constitnent  Lodges,  I  can  not  resist  the  inclination  to 
make  a  farther  effort  for  its  modification. 

The  law  provfdes ; 

"All  applications  for  dimits  shall  be  made  in  writing,  signed  by  the 
applicant,  be  presented  to  the  Lodge  at  a  stated  communication,  shall 
be  read  in  open  lodge  and  lie  over  until  the  next  or  some  subsequent 
stated  meeting,  when,  if  the  applicant's  dues  are  piiid  and  there  are  no 
charges  against  him,  a  dimit  shall  be  granted  and  a  record  made 
thereof." 

Questions  growing  out  of  this  statute  have  been  prolific  of  perplexi- 
ties, and  have  required  more  of  my  attention  than  all  other  legal  topics 
combined.  Several  of  our  Lodges  have  been  depleted  of  their  mem- 
bership, for  the  only  reason  that  members  have  been  indisposed  to  aid 
in  providing  for  responsibilities  into  which  they  had  voluntarily  entered. 
I  can  not  absent  to  the  propoHition  that  lodge  memberKhip  is  a  rope  of 
sand,  or  that  the  Grand  Lodge  is  authorized  to  usurp  a  position  that 
antagonizes  the  inherent  rights  of  its  oonstitaents. 

The  law  quoted  commands  that  the  dimit  shall  be  granted — peremp- 
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torily  denying  all  rights  of  objection,  thns  placing  the  Lodge  helpless 
at  the  feet  of  a  member,  notwithstanding  the  voluntary  obligations  that 
every  mason  assames  to  conform  to  the  interests  aud  integrity  of  the 
Lodge  and  Fraternity. 

We  approve  his  position  on  this  subject,  bat  the  Committee  on  Juris- 
pmdeuce  rei»orted  adversely  to  the  Grand  Master's  opinions  and  the 
Grand  Lodge  adopted  their  report. 

He  discasses  ably  and  pointedly  the  jurisdictional  controversy  then 
pending  between  Minnesota  aud  Dakota,  and  Missouri  and  New  Mex- 
ico. The  following  sentence,  pregnant  with  meaning,  will  illustrate 
clearly  the  course  of  his  argument  on  this  subject : 

Etclusii^  jurisdiction  has  but  one  meaning.  It  does  not  admit  of  any 
qualification;  but  on  the  contrary  unequivocally  asserts  the  right  of  a 
Grand  Lodge  to  assume  entire  control  of  Masonry  icithin  Us  prescribed 
{imils— the  political  division  in  which  it  is  located. 

As  the  Missouri-New  Mexico  controversy  is  still  unadjusted,  we  quote 
only  his  concluding  remarks  on  that  topic  (remarking  that  he  approves 
Brother  Yincirs  position,  explained  in  his  review  of  New  Mexico  for 
1879) -viz: 

We  can  not  conceive  of  any  justification  for  the  position  that  a  Grand 
Lodge  can  of  right  continue  its  supervision  of  a  Lodge  located  in  the 
territory  of  a  newly  organized  Grand  Lodge,  that  will  not  also  justify 
the  invasion  of  its  territory  after  its  organization.  If  Missouri  has 
any  rights  in  New  Mexico  they  embrace  control  over  the  territory  which 
by  its  law  is  assigned  to  the  Jurisdiction  of  constituent  Lodges.  If 
this  be  not  true,  the  Lodge  which  is  now  the  subject  of  controversy 
between  Missouri  and  New  Mexico,  does  not  have  any  jurisdictional 
rights,  and  consequently  can  not  confer  degrees.  If  it  be  the  tact,  how- 
ever, that  this  Lodge  retains  jurisdiction  over  specific  territory,  she 
must  hold  it  by  virtue  of  either  the  law  of  New  Mexico  or  Missouri ;  it 
by  the  latter,  then  Missouri  is  as  much  warranted  in  chartering  Lodges 
within  that  boundary  as  in  retaining  jurisdiction'  over  the  one  she 
planted.  One  is  just  as  much  of  an  invasion  of  **  exclusive  jurisdic- 
tion **  as  the  other. 

Upon  a  careful  review  of  the  subject,  we  are  of  the  decided  opinion 
that  this  Grand  Lodge  should  decline  fraternal  intercourse  with  any 
Grand  Body  that  permits  a  Lodge,  unauthorized  by  it,  to  exist  within 
its  jurisdiction.  We  conceive  it  to  Ixs  the  plain  duty  of  the  Gmnd 
Lodges  of  New  Mexico  and  Dakota,  if  recuKant  Lodges  within  their 
jurisdictions  persist  in  their  defiance  of  law,  to  declare  them  unlawful 
and  clandestine.  They  owe  this  to  the  law  and  universtil  sentiment  of 
masonry  upon  this  continent. 

The  question  of  "personal  jurisdiction,"  as  involved  in  the  decision 
of  Grand  Master  Bobbins  in  1877,  viz  : 

"When  ft  candidate,  after  being  rejected  by  one  Lodge,  removes  into 
the  jurisdiction  of  another,  neither  Lodge  can  receive  his  i)etitioQ 
without  first  obtaining  the  conneut  of  the  other''— 

has  been  a  fraitfal  subject  of  discussion  for  several  years,  and  was  again 
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dariug  ibis  Commnoicatioo  objected  to,  again  ably  discQHsed  and  re- 
Dewedly  coofirined  as  the  law  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  by  a  vote  of  820  in 
the  affirmative  against  578  in  the  negative.  Grand  Master  Garney  and 
P.  G.  M.  Gregier  opposed  it,  while  theS.  G.  Warden,  the  Grand  Treasurer, 
Grand  Secretary  and  Past  Grand  Masters  Buck  and  Bobbins  voted  to 
affirm  it.  It  would  seem  from  this  persistent  opposition  to  the  rale,  on 
the  part  of  sach  a  respecta^Ae  minority,  that  the  decision  above  quoted 
was  not  likely  to  secure  general  acceptance  from  the  Lodges  of  that 
jarisdiction— of  connie  it  will  be  obeyed,  for  the  time  being,  as  the  law 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  bat  we  doabt  if  the  good  to  result  from  its  en- 
forcement will  ever  counterbalance  the  confusion  produced  by  its  enun- 
ciation. We  confess  to  an  obtuseness  which  prevents  our  discovering 
its  propriety  or  virtue.     Cui  bono  ? 

The  work  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  especially  that  portion  of  it  either 
suggested  by  or  perfected  through  the  able  reports  of  its  Standing  Com- 
mittees and  Grand  Officers,  is  worthy  of  all  praise,  as  truly  illustrating 
the  Masonic  virtues  of  industry,   harmony,  and  conservatism. 

The  reports  on  Finance  indicate  ample  revenues  to  meet  expendi- 
tures, which  latter  were  estimated  for  the  then  current  year  at  $2G,500. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence,  in  a  special  report,  renew  their 
recommendation,  of  the  pvst  year,  against  the  recognition  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  *' Colon  and  the  Island  of  Cuba, "(united,)  and  also  of  "New 
South  Wales."    Of  the  first,  they  say  : 

We  are  in  receipt  of  a  circular  letter  announcing  the  union  of  two  of 
the  throe  bodies  in  the  Island  of  Cuba,  claiming  to  be  Grand  Lodges, 
under  the  above  title,  and  seeking  fraternal  relations  with  the  Grand 
Lodge  ot  Illinois.  We  are  in  possession  of  no  evidence  tending  to 
invalidate  the  conclusion  heretofore  reached  by  this  Grand  Lodge  :  that 
neither  of  the  so-called  Grand  Lodges  in  the  Island  of  Cuba  was  so 
constituted  as  to  be  entitled  to  recognition  as  Grand  Lodges.  As  a 
union  of  the  two  could  not  create  that  which  was  lacking  in  each,  no 
reason  appears  for  reconsidering  our  action  on  the  subject. 

The  Grand  Representatives  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Virginia,  Ken- 
tucky and  Vermont  were  appropriately  received  and  welcomed. 

We  note  a  pleasant  episode  as  occurring  at  the  morning  session  of  the 
second  day  of  this  communication,  in  the  introduction  of  several  dis- 
tinguished visiters  from  Wisconsin,  viz :  M.  W.  E.  E.  Chapin,  Grand 
Master,  M.  W.  J.  P.  C.  Cottrill.  P.  G.  M.,  and  R.  W.  John  W.  Woodhull, 
Grand  Secretary,  who  **  were  received  with  the  honors  due  their  sta- 
tions." 

The  general 

REPORT  ON  CORRESPONDENCE 

is  one  of  Brother  J.  Bobbins'  classic  productions,  in  which  he  not  only 
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lostains  himself,  bat,  if  poflsible,  excels  the  standard  of  bis  former 
efforts  in  tbat  department. 

His  review  embraces  the  proceedings  of  52  American  Grand  Lodges — 
Oregon  (not  received)  alone  being  omitted. 

The  proceedings  of  Alabama  for  1879  are  included  in  this  report  and 
are  appropriately  as  well  as  acceptably  noticed. 

Bro.  Bobbins  approves  G.  M.  Armstrong's  decisions,  Nos.  3  and  4  of 
that  year,  the  latter  relating  to  objections  to  advancement,  and  reqai- 
ring  charges  to  be  preferred  against  the  candidate  if  there  is  any  moral 
reason  involved  in  the  objection  to  his  advancement. 

He  quotes  from  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Jarisprodence  in 
reference  to  No.  4,  and  remarks  upon  it  as  follows: 

No.  4  was  overruled,  because,  the  Committee  say: 

This  decision,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  wipes  out  the 
secrecy  of  the  ballot,  which  is  one  of  the  most  sacred  of  all  the  ancient 
land-marks  of  Free  Masonry.  If  the  secrecy  of  the  ballot  be  invaded, 
then  Masonry  will  prove  a  failure,  and  our  Lodges  will  be  filled  with 
material  not  fit  for  the  builder's  use. 

Of  this  it  is  sufficient  to  Kay  that  there  is  no  kmd-mark  by  which  the 
right  qf  a  brother  to  advance  can  be  made  contingent  oti  a  secret  balloi,  and 
where  the  practice  obtains  it  is  an  innovation.  It  hi  not  noiv  and  never 
has  been  known  in  the  mother  Orand  Lodge^  oj  Euglaiidf  nor  in  the  oldest 
Grand  Lodges  in  this  country. 

Quite  right,  Bro.  R.,  and  in  this  brief  paragraph  you  have  ably  vindi- 
cated the  correctness  of  G.  M.  Armstrong's  decision  as  well  as  ex- 
plained the  erroneous  position  of  our  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  in 
misapplying  the  principles  of  the  secret  ballot  to  a  case  not  mason ically 
subject  to  them. 

He  says: 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  is  to  be  congratulated  upon  the  meagre 
docket  of  its  appellate  court,  embracing  only  three  case^  upon  its  action 
in  putting  a  quietus  on  the  proposition  to  establish  an  endowment  in 
connection  with  the  third  degree;  and  upon  the  wisdom  of  its  Juris- 
prudence Committee  in  smothering  the  resolution  referred  to  them  last 
year,  authorizing  the  Lodges  to  suspend  dimitted  Masons  guilty  of  no 
offence  but  living  twelve  months  continuously  within  their  jurisdiction 
without  making  an  attempt  to  affiliate  somewhere. 

Of  the  many  notable  and  instructive  utterances  in  this  report,  in 
reviewing  th*  minutes  of  other  Grand  Lodges,  we  have  room  only  for 
bis  forcible  protest,  under  the  head  of  Mississippi,  against  the  *'Ma- 
80NIC  Insubance"  departure  adopted  in  1880  by  that  Grand  Lodge.  We 
quote  it  as  a  timely  protest  against  such  or  similar  innovations: 

We  have  no  words  to  adequately  express  our  regrets  at  this  action  by 
.the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mississippi,  a  body  which  has  aUvjiys  been  dis- 
tinguished for  the  large  number  of  able  and  conservative  Masons  in  its 
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luembersbip.  It  seems  to  ns  that  notbiug  can  be  plniner  thAD  tbat  the 
udoptiou  o\  a  KyHtein  oi  fixed  benefits  by  Masoury  would  be  8Qch  a 
cbau({e  as  would  destro/tbe  ideotity  of  the  iuntitation,  the  removal 
of  its  cbief  laud-mark;  the  loss  of  its  chief  glory.  It  it  be  true  that 
the  atmosphere  of  the  ap;e  is  too  mercenary  to  support  life  in  a  society 
who8e  charitable  principle  is  a  recognition  of  mau'sdaty  to  do  good  for 
its  own  sake,  without  the  hope  of  fee  or  reward,  then  by  all  meami  Int 
the  institution  go  down  to  an  honored  grave,  its  memory  nntamished 
by  the  apostaicy  of  recreant  sous.  This  is  strong  language  and  to  some 
may  seem  harsh,  but  it  is  not  stronger  than  the  occasion  warrants.  It 
is  not  intended  for  oar  brethren  of  Mississippi  alone,  for  we  recognize 
the  same  tendencies  in  every  jurisdiction.  Years  ago  we  raised  onr 
voice  against  them  in  onr  own,  and  we  have  a  right  to  cry  out  against 
them  elsewhere.  If  Miisons  prefer  benefit  societies  to  Sfasonry,  we 
cheerfully  concede  theii  right  to  their  prf'ference,  and  say  by  all  means 
go  into  them,  but  we  deny  their  right  to  lay  hands  upon  the  unchange- 
ble  law  of  Masoury,  which  makes  present  distress  the  sole  condition  on 
which  its  members  may  ask  aid  in  its  name,  and  the  ability  of  those 
who  respond  the  solo  measure  of  charitable  duty.       *  •         •  • 

The  moment  in  any  Masonic  connection  the  idea  of  an  investment  on 
the  basis  of  a  f]uid  pro  tjno  is  tolerated,  at  that  moment  the  sense  of 
responsibility  to  those  charitable  obligatious  which  are  an  utter  denial 
of  such  a  principle,  becomes  blunted.  Already  under  a  system  of  fixed 
dues,  through  which  the  lodge  has  taken  the  place  of  the  individual 
as  the  almoner  of  the  charitable  bounties  of  the  fraternity,  that  sense 
of  responsibility  h  :s  become  blunted,  and  very  few  stop  to  think 
of  the  injustice,  or  the  incom^mtibility  with  the  principle  on  which 
their  charitable  obligations  are  based,  of  requiring  each  member  of 
the  lodge,  without  regard  to  relative  ability,  to  contribute  an  equal 
amount  for  the  reliet  of  the  distressed.  Our  charitable  obligiitions 
make  each  brother  the  judge  of  his  own  ability  to  give.  Our  system  of 
fixed  dues  compels  the  poor  man,  who  can  scarcely  keep  the  wolf  from 
the  door,  to  pay  as  much  as  the  millionaire,  or  risk  suK|>ension  from  all 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry.  (3an  any  one  doubt  that  the  impo- 
sition also  of  a  system  of  fixed  ca»h  benefits,  contingent  on  a  fixed 
contribution,  even  if  the  privilege  of  availing  one's  self  of  the  invest- 
ment IS  at  first  left  optional,  will  tend  to  further  obscure,  and  finally  to 
totally  obliterate,  the  fundamental  idea  of  Masonic  charity  ?  We  had 
gone  too  far  in  this  direction  before  the  advent  of  the  evil  hour  when 
Masons  first  prostituted  the  name  of  the  Society  to  private  ends  by 
labeling  an  insurance  company  "Miisouic";  and  no  one.  it  seems  to  us, 
if  he  will  pauHe  but  a  ni<»ment  for  reflection,  can  contemplate  the  rapid 
progress  of  this  revolutionary  tendency  since  that  time,  without  alarm. 
It  is  useless  to  talk  of  setting  "back  fires"  as  a  defensive  measure 
against  other  organiziitious,  when  our  success  in  kindling  them  means 
the  absolute  deHtruction  of  those  distinctive  features  which  alone  make 
our  own  worth  preserving.  The  proposition  that  we  should  give  the 
profits  of  insurance  business  to  one  another,  instead  of  supporting 
profanes,  will  apply  e(}MaIly  to  other  branches  of  business,  and  hence 
requires  no  notice  beyond  the  remark  that  Masonry  has  never  l>een  a 
corpomtion  for  pecuniary  profit,  but  has  existed  as  a  demonstration 
that  there  is  something  in  life  worth  living  for  besides  getting  and 
hoarding. 
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OBAND   OFFIOEnS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  William  H.  Scott Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Bro.  Jno.  F.  Burrill  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Namber  of  chartered  Lodges 688   (with  1  U.  D. ) 

Total  membership 36,570. 

Net  increase  daring  the  year 196. 

INDIAN  TERRITORY,  1880. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Indian  Territory  held  its  Sixth  An- 
Doal  Conimanication  at  Atoka,  Choctaw  Nation,  on  Tuesday,  Novem- 
ber 2.  A.D.  1880. 

Present,  M.  W.  P.  J.  Byrne,  Grand  Master  (both  Grand  Wardens  and 
the  Grand  Treasarer  absent)  and  Representatives  of  nine  (of  their  thir- 
teen) chartered  Lodges.     Eight,  however,  of  these  were  represented  by 
proxy,  a  very  serioas  evil,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  most  important 
work  of  the  session  was  the  effort  to  obtain  the  true  work  of  the  degrees. 
For  several  years  this  subject  {loork)  had  been  discussed  aud  the  ab- 
sence of  uniformity  therein  admitted  and  generally  deplored.     During 
the  year  at  considerable  cost  and  trouble  a  committee  had   consulted 
tDd  rehearsed   the  work   with  the  accredited   officials  of  the  G.  L.  ot 
ArkansHS,  and  during  this  Communication  several  Grand  Visitors   (re- 
ceived with  appropriate  ceremonies),  including  their  R.  W.  L  P.  MasoD, 
Grand  Lecturer,  frotn  Kansas,  were  in  attendance  and  exemplified  the 
work  of  that  jurisdiction. 

The  work  of  the  two  jurisdictions  of  Arkansas  and  Kansas  was  com- 
pared, difecnssed,  and  the  Kansas  work  adopted. 

In  view  of  these  facts  it  is  alike  notable  and  regretable  that  so  few 
Lodge  officers  were  present  to  avail  of  the  opportunity  offered  for  in- 
struction, in  masonic  esoterics. 

Jast  here  it  is  proper  to  remark  that  the  Grand  Master,  in  alluding  to 
the  difficulty  of  learning  the  work,  had  recommended  that  the  Grand 
Ijecturer's  term  of  office  be  extended  to  Jive  years.  The  Grand  Lodge 
fixed  the  term  at  three  years. 

The  annual  address  is  a  brief  but  comprehensive  and  appropriate 
message. 

His  decisions  are  few  and  unexceptionable  in  matter,  as  well  as  man- 
ner of  presentation— questions  and  answers,  viz  : 

Question. — Is  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  on  petition  for  dimit  suffi- 
cient to  grant  it? 

Ansirer. — I  believe  a  majority  is  sufficient  to  grant  a  dimit,  as  all 
concerned  are  Master  Masons,  and  as  such  are  on  a  level,  and  the  ma- 
jority shonld  rule. 

Question, — What  is  the  duty  of  a  committee  to  whom  the  Worshipful 
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Master  refers  charges  as  they  were  handed  to  him,  without  a  signature, 
against  a  brother  for  nn-Masonic  conduct,  the  committee  being  un- 
willing to  proceed  with  an  investigation  without  the  signature  to  the 
charges  of  the  brother  who  preferred  them,  or  without  the  express  or- 
ders of  the  Worshipful  Master,  which  he  declined  to  give? 

Answer. — I  think  charges  against  a  brother  should  not  be  entertained, 
except  they  be  in  writing,  and  are  signed  by  the  brother  preferring 
them.  I  think  it  but  simple  justice  that  the  brother  charged  should 
know  his  accuser. 

The  Grand  Master  alludes  to  the  condition  of  the  craft  aK  generally 
prosperous  and  improving,  though  he  gives  voice  to  some  monitions  of 
caution,  intimating  faults  prejudicial  to.  harmony  and  healthy  pro- 
gress, as  follows: 

SUnderous  reports  and  gossip  have  been  circulated,  frequently  with- 
out foundation  in  fact,  and  sometimes  these  have  been  actuated  by 
selfinb  and  unworthy  motives.  The  inadvertent  word  or  act  of  a  brother 
is  distorted  into  something  of  which  he  had  no  intention,  frequently  to 
his  great  embarrassment,  and  to  the  injury  of  his  name.  To  such  as 
are  tempted  t«  indulge  in  this  evil,  I  say,  place  a  sentinel  at  your 
mouths,  to  prevent  the  utterance  of  an  unkind  or  an  ungenerous  word 
against  your  brother  or  your  neighbor,  and  let  your  ear  be  deaf  to  the 
voice  of  slander  and  of  malice. 

Brethren,  there  is  another  evil  indulged  in  by  some  of  our  members — 
the  intemperate  use  of  ardent  spirits.  It  causes  the  finger  of  reproach 
to  be  pointed  at  oar  belove<t  iustitatiou.  The  cause  of  this  reproach 
we  must  remove.  The  victims  of  this  vice,  I  believe,  are  sometimes 
to  be  more  pitied  than  blamed.  Many  of  them  are  otherwise  unim- 
peachable in  character,  animated  with  generous  hearts  and  kind  im- 
pulses, and  have  bright  intellects.  To  such  I  say,  be  warned  in  time  of 
the  dreatlfnl  abyss  you  are  nearing.  to  the  sh.ime  of  yourself  and  those 
with  whom  you  are  associated,  even  the  name  of  which  arouses  a  feel- 
ing ot  horror — it  is  the  drunkard's  grave.  Brethren  of  this  Grand 
Lodge,  to  you  I  appe^il  to  assist,  by  every  means  in  your  power,  to  re- 
move the  cause  of  this  reproach,  and  earnestly  work  to  rescue  our  fallen 
brothers  from  their  remorseless  foe.        •  •  •  •  • 

But  for  those  members  who  so  far  disregard  their  duties  and  obliga- 
tions as  to  persist  i.i  their  evil  ways,  continually  disregarding  your  kind 
admonitions  and  advice,  and  disgracing  their  profeasion,  cut  them  ofif 
like  a  limb  that  is  dead,  that  the  blight  in  thorn  may  not  cause  the  de- 
cay of  the  whole  body. 

My  brethren,  "a  prevention  is  better  than  a  cure."  I  therefore  cau- 
tion you  to  inspect,  with  great  care,  all  materials  presented  for  the 
buildiug  of  your  Lodges.  S-ie  that  it  is  free  from  fliws,  and  will  add  to 
the  support  of  our  institution.  Bear  in  mind,  if  you  admit  materials 
that  will  afterwards  have  to  l>e  moved  out  of  it,  though  it  be  done 
ever  so  carefully,  you  will  impair  or  endanger  its  strength,  which  is 
harmony. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  remind  you,  brethren,  that  we  are  now  en- 
joying the  fruits  of  the  wisdom  and  labor  of  the  true  and  faithful 
workmen  of  the  past  We  are  entrusted  with  a  le(;acy  to  be  used  by 
us,  and  transmitted  to  our  successors.  We  should,  as  honest  men. 
faithful  to  our  charge,  add  to  it  a  fair  interest.     In  pursuit  of  pleasure, 
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in  onr  ea^s^er  race  for  riches  aud  worldly  honors,  I  fear  we  often  forget 
oor  duties  as  Masons,  or  fail  to  perform  them. 

The  Grand  Secretary  was  treated  rather  badly,  discoarteously  at  least, 
by  a  pablisher  "and  Bro.  G.  H.  Kamsey  of  the"  Masonic  Eclectic,  Al- 
exandria,  Va.  The  G.  Secretary  had  paid  three-fonrths  of  the  printing 
bill  on  receipt  of  less  than  ono.half  of  the  proceedings  contracted  for  by 
the  printer,  etc.,  and  then,  as  the  G.  S.'s  report  says: 

I  wrote  him  to  pleuse  forward  the  balance  of  the  Proceedings.  He 
replied  that  he  would  not  send  another  copy  until  I  had  forwarded  the 
balance  due  him,  $39.25.  I  replied  that  I  did  not  think  it  customary 
in  boRiness  transactions  to  pay  for  anything  before  it  was  received,  but 
that  I  would  place  the  balance  due  in  the  bands  of  Bro.  J.  S.  Murrow; 
hot  be  still  refused  to  send  the  proceedings. 

Before  reading  of  this  transaction  we  did  not  know  the  true  meaning 
of  Masomc  Eclectic  as  associated  with  a  Job  Printer;  but  now  we  dis- 
cover the  point  of  the  name,  we  think;  in  thus  picking  out  our  distant 
Indian  brethren  as  fit  subjects  for  improper  exactions.  The  printer  has 
given  eclectic  its  orginal  signification,  and  played  Gbeee  with  Bro. 
McBride's  contract. 

COBnESPONDENCE. 

We  regret  with  Bro.  J.  S.  Murrow,  P.  G.  M.,  the  conditions  which 
interposed  to  prevent  the  publication  of  his  full  report  on  this  topicr 
which  he  thus  explains: 

The  report  on  Foreign  Corresponnence  may  be  made  both  interest- 
ing  and  instructive.  It  is  one  of  the  cfilef  sources,  if  not  the  only 
Bource  of  information  many  of  our  Lodges  and  brethren  have  of  the 
great  Masonic  world.  It  should  give  a  bird's-eye  view  of  tlie  condition 
of  Free  Mi^sonry  all  over  the  world — what  onr  brethren  are  doing  and 
bow  they  are  building. 

For  these  and  other  reasons  we  intended  to  present  you  with  a  care- 
fully prepared  report.  We  carefnlly  read  each  of  the  Proceedings  of 
other  Grand  Lodges  as  they  came  into  our  hands,  and  mad')  copious 
notes  of  what  we  thought  would  be  most  valuable  to  our  brethren  of 
the  Indian  Territory,  Many  passages  were  marked  for  quotations;  the 
decisions  of  the  various  (rrand  Masters  were  carefully  collated,  and  the 
reviews  of  the  same  by  the  Committee  on  Law  and  Usage;  valuable 
statistics  were  gathered,  aud,  in  short,  we  spent  much  time  and  labor 
in  preparing  data  for  our  report.     But,  alas  ! 

'*The  best  laid  schemes  o*  mice  and  men 
Aft  gang  a<^lee." 

About  the  time  we  were  preparing  to  irr*7e  up  the  report  in  form,  ready 
for  this  meeting,  the  Grand  Secretary  informed  us  that  there  would  not 
be  more  than  sufiScient  money  to  publish  a  small  pamphlet — the  bare 
proc^dings  of  this  meeting,  and  that  our  Ubor  in  making  a  full  report 
would  be  in  vain  if  we  expected  it  to  be  published. 
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M.  W.  Bto.  P.  J.   Bvnie  Gmod  MitBter. 

K.  W.  hio.  J,  S.  SJurrow Grand  Secretary. 

Number  of  chnrtered  Lodges 13. 

IOWA.  1881. 

Pretcruiitting  a  review  of  the  proceedings  of  Ihit  Graofl  Lodge  for 
1B8U,  wbicb  reached  ua  too  lute  for  our  laat  lepatt,  sod  is  now  gap- 
pUotcd  by  later  tidingo  from  tb^l  importaat  jariKdictioD,  likely  to  fill 
All  Ihe  space  wo  cftn  properly  dcTote  to  auy  one  Grand  Lodge;  we  pro- 
ceed at  ODce  to  the  conaidernliou  of  tbe  ample  pages, — arranged  witb 
coDSDininate  skill,  and  as  qkuhI.  adoratid  wilb  taely  illnstratioas.  pre- 
ceiled  by  aa  excelteDt  froatnl  cagraviaj;  represeoliDg  tbe  pleasant  feft- 
tarea  of  tb<?ir  preseol  it.  W.  Grsud  MiiKter,  Gen.  B.  Vaneaam,  — uf  the 
lutest  lowii  report,  reliitiug  Ibe  proceedings  of  1861. 

Grand  Lodt^e  couveLed,  in  Ha  Thirty-eigbtb  AnntisI  Commnnicatinn, 
in  tbe  city  of  D.iveuport,  on  Tuesday  tbe  Ttb  dny  of  Jnne,  A.  D.  ItlSl, 
remainiug  in  EeBsiua  three  days. 

Present,  and  prcsidiiig,  M.  W.  John  W.  McClanaban,  Grand  Master, 
Titb  the  rcprrsentatiTes  of  'i~i  Siibordiuate  Lodpes  (SI  of  which  were 
reprt«FUted  eicluHively  by  puity),  wilb  other  Gnnd  constitnents,  glT- 
ing  a  total  of  mem^etB  present  of  370. 

Tbe  iiuunAl  address  of  Grand  Uaster  JlcClanahan  is  an  interesting 
and  welt  wcilteo  Executive  message,  evidencing  slikaa  clesi  perception 
of  bis  duties  and  his  ability  to  perform  them. 

He  gives  a  satisfactory  report  of  the  craft  as  follows: 

We  have  abundant  reasons  to  be  thaokfOl  to  k  kind  PiOTideiM*  tat 
tbe  many  blewiiDfjs  ol  thi;  pvit  year. 


[  B.  W.Jaorn* 

SheptiBi4,  fi^^^^^^H^  .^V^**'  '^   *^^^*- 
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Thao  Are  othen,  lass  promineat,  bnt  jmit  as  well  deserriDg,  who 
bits  been  fiiithfal  aod  mOBt  oot  be  forgotten  by  mi:  bnt  owJDg  to  time 
KDd  luce,  I  refeT  tbe  entire  list  to  oni  B  W.  Oraad  Becrelaix,  who 
am  the  pen  of  a  ready  irriler,  ia  ia  pottseBdion  of  all  the  facta,  and  ia 
Ma,  oompeteot,  and  willing  to  aee  that  exact  justice  ia  done  to  all. 

Jaat  here  we  remark  that  Bro.  G.  S'y  Parvin  responded  most  fttlly 
and  appropriately,  to  the  datj  tbna  asBigoed  bim  by  tba  G,  U.  iu  pra- 
aeDtiog,  with  the  report  of  proceedings,  biof^nphicul  alcetcbes  of  many 
of  these  worthies,  aa  well  aa  in  '■MtiMomu.  Tiblbts,"  (bsaotifully  de- 
■igned  and  execat«d),  not  forgetting  to'i  ti>  add  a  tablet '  'In  memory  of 
tba  176  members  of  the  13G  Lodges"— "who  have  died  during  the 
year.- 

Tbe  G.  H.  allndes  to  a  difficalty  attending  the  restoration  of  obar- 
tera,  surrendered  or  revolted,  where  the  petition  for  anch  restoration 
indudee  only  n  portion  of  the  members  composing  the  Lodge  at  the 
time  uf  revocation  or  snspension.  The  importance  of  this  qtiesUon  in 
lay  jariadictioD,  especially  in  coses  where  a  anrrender,  as  mentioned 
is  this  addreas,  has  been  xeantted  to  for  the  parpoae  of  getting  rid  of 
objectionable  members,  cannot  be  overlooked,  and  we  highly  approve 
bia  oonclusiona,  tbua  briefly  staled: 

I  now  anbmit  this  matter  to  your  cnrefnl  consideration,  believing 
that  tba  good  of  the  craft  demands  that  a  restoratinn  of  a  charter  ar- 
ntlti  Of  marmdered,  at  a  dispentntion  to  form  a  new  Lodge  from  (be 
Bcmberabip  of  the  old,  to  a  lees  onmbei'  than  the  whole,  ia  :^tight 
vitb  danger,  ia  inconsistent  with  the  principles  of  onr  time-honored 
taNtitation,  and  tends  to  destro;,  instead  of  to  promote  and  anooor^e, 
pMeaand  harmony. 

fl*  'fct^fc"  tbe  payment  of  "mileage"  and  "per  diem"  eipenaea  ia  of 
tabtfU  •spedianoy,  bnt  yields,  in  that  respect,  to  the  often  expressed 
pndercooes  of  the  Gmn<)  LoJge.  He  however  calk  their  attention 
poinl«dly  to  the  iucougntity  belwen  thnir  practice  in  socb  payments 
•nd  the  (Irand  Lodge  By-La wh,  tliviiig  each  Lodge  three  representatives, 
tba  Maslor  and  Wardi'tirt,  an  rnaxiitiicat  members  of  the  G.  L.,  while 
fnrinon  IN  only  made  lor  piiymi^rjt  of  one.  He  raoom mends,  there- 
fRik  «  radnotion  of  rfpreneutnlion  la  one  delegate  from  each  Lodge 
■U,  m>  pToame  as  still  fiitlLL-t  lo'^si'ning  the  mileage  and  per  diem 
InnUe.  CkVDis  bienniid  ae^iooFi  uf  t lie  Grand  Lodge.  It  iaqnite  evi- 
dent that  injoatioe  is  dnzia  tUe  iinpiiJ  oonxtituenoy  under  theii  present 
•yitrm.  and  we  agree  with  thi!  (1.  M.  ia  the  Opinion  that  aom a  effort  ia 
a  eqDBliza  the  butilvns  iiuit  lienefits  of  the  rale,  especially  in 
m  of  the  tact  atAlvl  in  tUi^  report  i>hat  a  nnmber  ol  Lodges,  even 
le  (lElegaI«  paid,  dnivr  mort'  iiiilaage  than  they  pay  does.  We  do 
Ks^Mt  to  bieauial  pouimuninntii'im,  bnt  on  the  contrary,  favor  them. 
BdoMton,  however.  ivoiiM  only  t.iaaen  tha  expenses  of  the  Grand 
'  *  -ft  '*"'Ud  i>°t  remove  thii  difflonlly  alladod  to.     We  object  in 
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toto  to  the  Grand  Lodge  becoming  the  Tax  galherert  from  Lodges,  of 
large  revenues  simply  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  bulk  of  theae 
gatherings  back  to  the  Lodges,   in  consideration  of  their  having  per- 
formed the   ordinary  duty  of  sending  proper    representatives  to    the 
Grand  Communications.     Why  not  require  the  Lodges  to  send  repre- 
sentatives and  provide  also  for   their  expenses  ?    This  is  the  Alabama 
plan  and  it  has  worked  well  for  lo!  these  many  years.     Our  plan  is  not 
onerous  upon  the  Lodges,  while  the  Grand  Lodge  has  the  benefit  of  a 
simple  financial  system,  providing  annually  for  its  own  necessary  ex- 
penses, and  leaving  it  no  other  duty  to  perform,  in  that  respect,  than 
(that  suggested  by  its  obligations  to  its  contributors)  to  collect  and  ex- 
pend as  little  money  as  will  suffice  to  meet  the  needed  expenses  of  its 
administration,  conducted  with  due  regard  to  economy  and  propriety. 
By  adopting  biennial  Communications  we  can  get  rid  of  the  increasing 
evil  of  '*too  much  law,"  in  a  great  measure,  and  then  by  relegating  to 
the  Lodges  the  duty  of  providing  for  the  expenses  (of  their  own  delegates 
and  consequently  their  own  expenses)  of  representation  therein  we  can 
solve  the  financial  problem,  by  simplifying  our  vjay^9  so  that  they  will 
require  less  meanSt  and  greatly  improve  our  system,  ns  well  as  economy 
of  government     So  at  least  we  think,  and  so  we  would  decide  if  by  any 
chance  such  a  question  was  referred  to  our  judgment.    The  expens^ 
of  the  establishment  is  an  important  part  of  the  government  and  if  it 
is  too  expensive  the  cry  of  **too  much  Government'*  is  easily  and  effect- 
ively raised. 

The  Grand  Master  is  a  little  ultra  in  his  theories  of  Grand  Lodge 
Powers,  as  they  relate  to,  what  we  may  term,  the  reserved  rights  of 
Lodges,  one  of  which  undoubtedly  is  the  privilege  of  choosing  their 
Lodge  associates ;  we  allude  specially  here  to  his,  the  following, 
remarks  on 

AFFILIATION . 

This  is  a  much  vexed  question.    Any  Mason  in  good  standing  and 
clear  of  the  books  may  demand  and  receive  a  dimit,  and  become  there- 
by totally  separated  from  his  Lodge.     In  most  cases  this  application  is 
made  and  dimit  taken  with  the  honest  intention  of  carryiug  his  mem- 
bership to  his  new  location  ;  but,  to  his  great  surprise,  when  he  makes 
request  tor  membertihip  to  the  Lodge  under  the  jurisdiction  of  which 
he  has  removed,  for  some  cause  unknown  to  him— some  local  difficulty 
in  the  Lodge— he  finds  himself  black-balled,  and  deprived  of  member- 
ship, and  all  its  rights,    privileges  and  benefits.     He  no/uroZ/i/,  and 
maay  times  jfistly,   becomes  indignant ;  feels  that  he  has  been  trifled 
with,  and,  there  being  no  remedy,  he  finally  gives  up  masonry.     Ko,  he 
is  forced  from  its  privileges ;  lie  has  no  voice  or  say  in  the  matter  ;  he  is 
not  consulted  in  any  manner.     This  Grand  Lodge  must  bear  all  the 
wrong ;  tbev  require  him  to  affiliate,  and  say  to  him  that  if  he  fails  so 
to  do,  that  his  right  to  visit  Lodges  shall  be  limited  ;  that  he  can  not 
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recelTe  magonic  barial ;  thnt  no  Brother  is  charged  with  watoh-care  in 
his  behalf — in  Hhort,  he  has  no  privileges  whatever ;  and  then  tarns  to 
its  sabordiDate  Lodges,  and  says  to  them,  with  a  sort  of  knowing  wink, 
*'jQ8t  Mack-ball  him  if  yon  wish,  and  no  unestions  phall  be  asked." 
Brethren,  this  picture  is  not  overdrawn ;  I  challenge  any  intelligent  man 
or  mason  to  read  it  any  other  way.  I  claim  that  every  mason  made  in 
the  State  of  Iowa  is  made  by  and  through  the  authority  of  this  Grand 
Lodge ;  and  thereby  they  are  the  legal  offspring  of  this  Grand  Lodge, 
and  every  mason  outside  of  the  State,  in  good  standing,  of  coarse,  our 
Brother ;  and  it  is  the  doty  of  this  Grand  Lodge  to  protect  her  chil- 
dren— her  legal  o£Eispring — oar  Brothers.  She  must  furnish  them  the 
necessary  means  of  sustaining  life,  or  suffer  the  charge  of  maternal 
onkindness  and  partiality— aye,  abandonment. 

Doubtless  the  qaestion  will  here  be  asked,  **  What  is  yoar  remedy?" 
I  answer,  without  hesitation,  after  careful  study  of  this  matter,  and 
after  talking  with  and  being  talked  to  by  many  non-affiliates  during  the 
past  year,  lake  away  the  right  to  ballet  upon  the  application  of  a  Mason  to 
become  a  member  of  a  Lodge. 

(1).  What  right  has  a  Lodge  to  say  to  a  Brother  Mason  in  good 
standing  that  he  shall  not  have  a  home  with  them?  If  the  maxim, 
*'Once  a  Mason  always  a  Mason,"  is  true,  then  every  brother  must  be  a 
member  of  our  masonic  family  ;  and  why  should  the  family  say  to  any 
one  member,  **  You  can  not  board  here.  We  know  yon  have  a  good 
character,  and  are  every  way  worthy,  but  one  of  our  family  does  not 
like  you.  and  you  can*t  stay  here." 

This  is  going  too  far,  and  is  carrying  the  idea  of  Grand  Lodge  su- 
premacy or  prerogative  to  the  very  verge  of  despotism.  That  the  evil 
complained  of  is  a  serious  one,  we  admit,  and  we  would  gladly  welcome 
any  feasible  method  of  holding  Lodges  answerable  for  any  improper  use 
of  the  oft  abused  yet  always  essential  precaution  of  the  black-ball ;  bat 
how  is  this  to  be  accomplished?  It  is  the  general  practice  in  Lodges 
to  require  a  unanimous  vote  for  admission,  either  as  to  an  application 
for  initiation  or  affiliation,  indeed  as  far  as  we  are  informed  this  require- 
ment is  universal,  and  the  voting  in  all  such  cases  is  done  by  means  of 
the  secret  ballot,  sacred  in  masonic  rule  and  usage  against  all  scrutiny, 
except  the  necessary  official  inquiry  as  to  the  result  We  might  assent 
to  a  proposition  requiring  a  majority  vote,  only,  on  petitions  for  affilia- 
tion, on  the  general  principle  that  a  Brother  Mason,  in  good  standing, 
is  entitled  to  more  consideration  than  a  profane^  the  merit  of  worthi- 
ness being  "prima  facie**  his  by  reason  of  previous  tests,  but  we  can 
not  assent  to  the  doctrine,  above  announced,  taking  away  from  Lodges 
all  power  to  elect  their  own  associates,  in  the  case  of  affiliates.  The 
rights  of  the  individual  mason  must  be  preserved,  but  we  must  with 
equal  care  guard  the  privileges  of  the  Lodge  and  conserve  its  harmony 
and  efficiency.  We  presume  there  are  few  Lodges  willing  to  accept  an 
affiliate  at  the  dictation  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  an  unwillingly 
received  member  might  easily  destroy  the  harmony  of  the  Lodge.  In- 
jury to  the  Lodge  in  a  greater  evil  than  injury  to  the  individual,  nearly, 
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if  not  qaite,  in  proportion  to  the  numerical  strength  of  the  former,  and 
i  n  attempting  to  right  a  wrong  or  correct  an  error,  we  most  be  carefal 
to  steer  clear  of  any  course  likely  to  increase  rather  than  diminish  the 
evil  proposed  to  be  remedied,  and  possibly  substitute  a  greater  one. 
We  would  that  all  non-affiliates  conld  be  affiliated  without  unreasonable 
objection  on  the  part  of  Lodges,  and  generally  we  think  the  latter  are 
not  at  fault ;  but  rather  than  be  unjust  to  the  Lodges,  we  would  leave 
them  where  thay  have  placed  themsdvts,  no  matter  with  what  original 
intent,  unlodged  and  masons  without  local  masonic  hribitations. 

In  response  to  the  Grand  Master's  views  on  affiliation,  as  above  quoted, 
the  Committee  on  his  address,  apparently  not  fully  approving,  submit- 
ted the  following  proposition  to  amend  the  by-laws,  viz : 

A  dimitted  mason  who  shall  present  a  petition  for  affiliation  to  a 
Lodge  in  whose  jurisdiction  he  may  reside,  and  be  rejected,  shall,  for 
the  next  twelve  months  (unless,  in  the  meantime,  he  shall  be  disci- 
plined), be  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  masonry,  except 
Lodge  membership  ;  and  he  shall  have  the  right,  during  such  time,  to 
visit  Lodges.  After  the  expiration  of  twelve  months  he  may  again 
apply,  and,  with  like  results,  and  so  on.  If  he  die  before  the  expira- 
tion of  any  such  twelve  months,  and  he  shall  not  have  been  suspended 
or  expelled,  he  shall  have  the  right  to  masonic  burial. 

This  is  quite  a  modification  of  the  Grand  Master's  recommendation 
and  much  more  acceptable.  It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Juris- 
prudence, approved  by  them,  but  on  the  vote  £etiled  of  adoption  **  for 
want  of  the  requisite  constitutional  majority.'* 

He  gives  only  two  decisions,  one  of  them,  which  we  quote,  puts  a 
quietus  upon  the  erroneous,  but  too  prevalent  notion,  that  a  Past  officer 
by  virtue  of  the  honors  once  enjoyed,  had  acquired  a  sort  of  patent  of 
nobility,  raising  him  above  the  levd  of  his  fellows : 

SECOND  DECISIOK. 

Question. — Has  a  Past  Grand  Master  of  Iowa  a  right  to  be  tried  by 
bis  peers?  and  if  so,  where  is  he  to  be  tried? 

Ansioer.—Ye&t  he  has  a  right  to  be  tried  by  his  peers,  and  every  blas- 
ter Miison  in  good  standing  within  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  is  his  p^er; 
and  be  must  be  tried  in  the  Lodge  where  his  membership  is,  or,  if  non- 
affiliated, under  whose  jurisdiction  he  ma}'  reside,  unless  they  waive 
their  right  or  refuse  to  try  him,  in  which  case  he  may  be  tried  by  the 
Lodge  where  the  offense  was  committed. 

This  address  is  **bhm  full"  of  interesting  matter,  but  we  can  not 
continue  longer  with  the  Grand  Master  in  his  pleasant  rehearsal  of  big 
official  acts,  lest  our  space  fail  us  in  the  attempt  to  do  justice  to  other 
subjects  presented  in  this  elaborate  and  suggestive  report.  The  three 
days  labor  of  the  craftsmen  of  Iowa  at  this  communication  was  well 
and  wisely  performed,  and  we  must  note  to  their  credit  our  general 
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appreciation  of  the  extent,  method,  and  thoroaghness  of  their  work. 
It  is  an  old  saying  that  "good  wine  needs  no  bash/'  and  this  we  accept 
in  the  sense  that  its  virtue  will  always  demonstrate  itself,  bat  we  woald 
not  like  to  sip  the  precioas  nectar  from  uncanny  vessels.  So,  also,  with 
good  masonic  work,  which  is  always  gratefally  discerned  by  the  eye  of 
the  skilled  craftsman  ;  yet  how  infinitely  more  pleasarable  is  that  recog- 
nition of  excellence  when  all  sarroandings,  as  in  these  admirable  min- 
otes,  tend  to  elucidate,  simplify  and  adorn  the  specimens  presented  for 
inspection.  This  brings  as  directly  to  the  consideration  of  Brother 
Grand  Secretary  Parvin*s  reports  and  sayings,  with  which,  too,  this 
review  of  Iowa  mast  needs  come  to  a  close.  Bat  as  they,  of  themselves, 
constitute  an  important  part  of  the  record,  oar  notice  of  them  mast,  of 
necessity,  be  somewhat  extended,  especially  in  that  portion  (corres- 
pondence) where,  we  think.  Brother  P.  has  misinterpreted  Grand  Mas- 
ter Tompkins'  decisions  and  criticised  some  of  them  with  severe,  and 
to  oar  thinking  unnecessarily  harsh,  comments. 

Brother  Parvin,  as  usaal,  makes  an  elaborate  and  able  report  as  Grand 
Secretary,  which  supplements  the  Grand  Master's  address  with  ample 
and  interesting  detail  of  the  topics  discassed  by  him,  but  as,  to  use  his 
own  quotation,  when  speaking  of  his  facilities  for  publication,  etc.,  **no 
pent  up  Utica  contracts  our  powers,"  he  amplifies  his  report  so  as  to 
include  all  administrative  aflkirs  pertaining  to  his  office,  many  of  which 
be  discusses  with  a  free  pen.  Among  the  subjects  interestingly  com- 
mented upon  in  this  report,  are  those  of  "Hasty  and  Conflicting  Leg- 
islation,** of  which  he  gives  numerous  instances  as  of  serious  inconve- 
nience— ** Names  of  Lodges,*^  treated  in  a  way  to  discourage  the  use  of 
omirt  appellatives — **  Multiplication  of  Lodges,*'  of  which  he  speaks  dis- 
couragingly  unless  the  increase  is  demanded  by  well  considered  evi- 
dences of  such  necessity,  including  always  a  proper  estimate  of  the 
voting  population  in  any  district  where  a  Lodge  is  proposed  to  be  organ- 
ized ;  and  of  such  population  he  claims  that  600  is  the  least  number 
requisite  to  authorize  the  organization  of  a  Lodge,  etc.,  etc 

From  this  report  we  learn  that  the  three  degrees  are  authorized  to  be 
conferred  at  the  cheap  aggregate  of  twenty  dollars.  Too  low  by  twenty ! 
Another  interesting  report  by  Brother  P.  is  that  on  Libbabt,  in  which, 
while  giving  useful  statistics  and  noting  rare  additions  to  their  works, 
he  takes  occasion,  by  "line  upon  line  and  precept  upon  precept,"  to 
illustrate  the  necessity  for  and  advantages  of  a  well  arranged  and  select 
Library. 

He  reports  in  full  his  reasons  for  resigning  the,  once  acceptable  and 
highly  valued,  honor  of  Grand  Representative  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Missouri.  He  finds  the  position  in  conflict  with  his  duty  to  Iowa,  and 
the  following  extnKsts  will  explain  the  difficolty  : 
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Foremost  among  all  her  sister  Grand  Lodges  in  the  defence  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec,  and  of  the  American  doctrine  of  Grand  Lodge 
Jurisdiction,  has  been  our  parent  Grand  L<^dge  of  Missouri,  in  which 
(as  her  offspring)  we  all  felt  a  just  pride.  None  has  been  so  ontppoken 
or  violent  in  their  denunciation  and  censure  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Scotland  for  this  invasion  of  the  rights  of  Quebec  as  has  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Missouri— as  may  readily  be  seen  from  an  inspection  of  her 
published  proceedings. 

Following  this,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Mexico  was  organized  by 
Lodges  chartered  by  Missonri,  and  the  parent  Grand  Lodge  promptly 
and  unconditionally  recognized  its  independence  and  exchanged  repre- 
sentatives with  it.  At  the  date  of  the  organization  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
and  of  its  recognition,  there  was  a  Lodge  (Silver  City)  which  did  not 
join  in  the  movement,  and  over  which  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri 
continues,  to  this  hour,  to  exercise  jurisdiction  and  control,  though 
within  the  territory  ot  a  Grand  Lodge  to  which  she  had  extended  recog- 
nition. In  this  she  has  done  more  and  gone  farther  than  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Scotland,  for  she,  in  her  recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  (Quebec,  did  it  conditionally,  and  expresssly  reserved  control  over 
such  of  her  Lodges  as  declined  to  unite  in  the  formation  of  that 
Grand  Lodge. 

In  the  exercise  of  my  dnties  to  this  Grand  Lodge  and  to  the  Craft, 
as  the  writer  of  the  report  on  correspondenc-e,  I  was  called  upon  either 
to  approve  or  disapprove  of  this  course,  and  I  did  not  hesitate  to  criti- 
cise the  acts  of  the  Grand  Master  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri 
for  doing  to  New  Mexico  what  she  had  so  justly  condemned  Scotland 
for  doing  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec,  and  denying  in  practice  what 
she  had  so  loudly  advocated  in  theory— the  sovereignty  of  Grand 
Lodges  in  their  own  territory.  This  I  did,  as  every  independent 
thinker  and  writer  in  the  corps  reportorial  had  done.  As  I  progressed 
in  my  review  of  her  proceedings,  I  discovered  that  ''rocks  lie  ahead," 
and  that  I  was  subjecting  myself  to  the  censure  inflicted  upon  her 
writer  of  correspondence. 

In  her  proceedings  of  1880  (p.  60)  is  a  special  report  by  three  Past 
Grand  Masters,  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  which  declares  that  "when 
the  writer  finds  his  Gmnd  Master  or  Grand  Lodge  attacked  in  the  re- 
ports on  correspondence,  he  should  not  content  himself  with  the  state- 
ments and  criticisms  of  such  correspondents,  but  it  is  his  duty  to  defend 
the  Grand  Master  and  the  Grand  Lodge,  which  constitute  the  supreme 
masonic  power  within  his  jurisdiction,  ichether  such  action  accords  with 
his  individual  opitiions  or  not."  (The  italics  are  ours.)  To  escape  a  like 
censure,  we  resigned  our  commission. 

In  a  lengthy 

SPECIAL  REPORT  ON   CORRESPONDENCE, 

Bro.  Parvin  discusses  several  topics  of  general  interest,  and  among 

others  exprenses  his  views,  as  follows,  on  the  merits  of  the 

••Past  Master's  Degbee."— Save  the  very,  very  few  Grand  Lodges 
which,  like  our  own,  hold  on  to  this  relic  of  an  ignorant  age,  all  the 
Grand  Lodges  make  li^ht,  if  not  sport,  of  us,  that  so  intf:lligent  a  Grand 
Lodge  as  they  concede  ours  to  be  should  not  long  ago  have  thrown 
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aside  ibis  'foolish  DotioD."  It  is  not  a  Fymbolio  degree,  does  not  be- 
long to  Ancient  Craft  Masonry,  is  not  within  the  jnrisdiction  or  under 
the  control  of  a  Grand  Lodge,  two-thirdn  of  whose  uembers,  as  War- 
daos,  can  know  nothing  of  it  or  of  the  legislation  they  are  made  to  do 
for  it.  It  is  the  second  degree  in  Capitnlar  Masonry,  and  we  have  no 
right  to  ''steal  their  thunder."  The  ceremony  of  installation  of  a 
Master-elect  is  all  that  is  necessary  or  required  to  qualify  him  to  pre- 
side over  his  Lodge.  Let  it,  then,  be  "thrown  over  among  the  mb- 
bish." 

He  also  speaks  rationally  on  the  "Prerogatives  of  Grand  Masters,' 
quoting  approvingly  Bro.  Simons'  (N.  Y.)  able  exposition  of  the  fallacy 
of  the  idea  that  there  resides  in  the  G.  Master  any  power  not  derived  by 
him  from  the  Grand  Lodge,  of  which  we  can  only  give  the  closing  par- 
agraph, viz:  (>i.  Y.  says) 

"The  foregoing  views  are  presented  with  all  deference,  but  it  seems 
to  be  time  that  we  should  have  doue  with  the  idea  that  any  real  or  im- 
aginary prerogatives  of  the  Grand  Master  can  operate  to  set  aside  the 
will  of  the  Grand  Lodge  as  expressed  in  its  constitution.  We  shall 
none  the  less  cheerfully  submit,  if  it  can  be  demonstrated  that  we  are 
wrong.** 

To  which  Bro.  Parvin  responds: 

The  brother  is  not  "wrong,"  and  in  support  of  his  position  we  quote 
from  a  recent  exhaustive  article  by  that  profound  masonic  historian  and 
antiquarian.  Brother  William  J.  Hugban.  of  Truro,  England,  who 
declares  that  Grand  Masters  are  the  creatures  of  the  constitution  of 
l?2l — that  prior  to  that  time  no  such  officer  was  known  to  Masonry: 

"I  have  no.  hesitation  in  declaring  my  belief  that  no  MS.  whatever 
ever  did  or  does  allude  to  the  office  of  Grand  Master  prior  to  the  last 
oenturv,  and  that  the  assertion  of  Dr.  Anderson  (in  his  history  prefacing 
his  edi'tion  of  1723)  is  devoid  of  truth." 

The  Harleian  MS.,  No.  1912,  British  museum,  contains  the  regnla- 
tion  as  follows:  "That  for  the  future,  the  said  society,  company,  and 
fraternity  ot  Freemasons  shall  be  regulated  and  governed  by  one  Mas- 
ter and  Wardens,  as  said  company  shall  think  fit  to  choose  at  every 
yearly  general  assembly." 

There  having  been  no  "Grand"  Master  prior  to  the  time  of  written 
ooDstitutions,  by  which  the  office  was  created,  how  can  he  have  "inhe- 
rent rights  or  prerogatives"  not  conferred  by  that  instrument?  He 
cannot ! 

In  this  report  Bro.  P.  presents  to  the  Grand  Lodge  a  number  of  reso- 
lutions, moHt  of  which  were  adopted  (say  all  but  one  of  fourteen)  and 
iu  this  favorable  action  were  included  resolutions: 

Providing  for  the  recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  New  Mexico, 
New  South  Wales,  and  the  United  G.  L.  of  Cuba  and  Colon.  Also 
resolutions  objecting  to  the  doctrine  of  "Perpetual  Jurisdiction"  and 
the  practice  of  permitting  "dual  membership.*'  Expressing  gratifica- 
tion at  the  satisfactory  adjustment  of  the  Scotland-Quebec  and  the  Min- 
nesota and  Dakota  controversies,  also  the  two  resolutions  annexed,  yiz: 


136  APPENDIX.  .  [1881. 

NON-AFFILIATED  MASONS. 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa  regards  the  recent  legisla- 
tion of  some  three  or  fonr  of  the  Grand  Lodges,  denying  the  inherent 
right  of  members  to  volantarily  withdraw  from  the  Lodges,  and  the  im- 
posing of  nnnsnal  and  nnmasonic  penalties  npon  those  who  have  thos 
withdrawn,  in  forcing  affiliation  and  inflicting  penalties  npon  all  who 
do  not  affiliate,  as  a  removal  of  one  of  the  landmarks  of  Masonry,  de- 
structive of  the  volantary  principle  npon  which  it  is  founded,  and  pro- 
ductive of  the  most  pernicious  results,  and  demanding  the  protest  of 
all  those  who  would  preserve  the  institution  of  Masonry  from  a  policy 
productive  only  ot  ruin  or  injury. 

CONFLICT  OF  JUBI8DICTION. 

JResolved,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa,  while  fully  recognizing 
the  correctness  of  the  principle  contended  for  by  the  Grand  Lodges  of 
New  York  and  New  Mexico  in  their  controversies  with  the  Grand 
Lodges  of  Connecticut  and  Missouri,  regrets  very  much  the  refiort,  by 
the  former,  to  the  extreme  measure  of  non-intercourse  against  the  lat- 
ter bodies;  that  to  bear  and  forbear  is  more  in  accordance  with  the 
spirit  and  teachings  of  Masonry,  and,  in  the  judgment  of  this  Grand 
Lodge,  would  have  led  at  an  early  day  to  the  settlement  of  the  difficul- 
ties unfortunately  existing  between  our  sister  jurisdictions. 

Flassing  rapidly  on  now  with  our  review  we  must  only  mention  briefly, 
the  beauty  and  appropriateness  of  Bro.  Parvin's  work  as  biographer  of 
the  living  celebrities  of  his  own  jurisdiction,  and  the  kindly  consider- 
ation which  he  bestows  "in  memoriam"  upon  those  who  have  been 
called  through  death  to  the  promotion  of  immortality.  "Our  fraternal 
dead"  in  Tablet,  in  verse  and  in  well  expressed  prose  sketches  of  their 
liyes,  their  characteristics  and  their  Masonic  renown,  have  full  mention 
in  this  elegant  record. 

His  general  report  on 

COBBESFONDBNCB 

now  claims  our  special  attention,  and  its  elaborateness  and  general 
thoroughness  mark  it  a  work  of  no  ordinary  character.  He  reviews  the 
proceedings  of  fifty-three  Grand  Lodges,  devoting  some  two  hundred 
pages  to  the  effort  of  illustrating  the  acts  and  criticising  the  principles 
and  opinions  enunciated  in  the  reports  submitted  to  his  consideration. 
We  have  read  his  report  with  much  pleasure  and  no  little  profit,  regret- 
ting only  that  his  evident  misapprehension  of  one  of  G.  M.  Tompkins 
decisions  has  caused  his  review  of  the  Alabama  report  for  1880  to  wear, 
in  some  respects,  the  appearance  of  "hasty  conclusions"  quite  out  of 
keeping  with  the  general  character  of  this,  otherwise,  really  admirable 
report 
Onr  reviewer  in  presenting  his  synopsis  of  our  Sixtieth  Annual  Com- 
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manioation,  speaks  in  complimentary  terms  of  Bro.  Sayre's  official 
methods,  commends  the  general  sentiments  of  the  Grand  Master's  ad- 
dress and  says: 

The  Grand  Master  has  displayed  great  activity  in  the  performance 
of  his  varied  duties,  and  if  he  has  erred,  he  only  thereby  proves  his 
homanity. 

The  errors,  here  hinted  at,  we  presume  are  those  involved  in  Bro. 
Parvin's  objections  to  Grand  Master  Tompkins'  decisions,  which  wo 
shall  now  proceed  to  consider  and  comment  npon.  We  shall  qaote  the 
objections  and  respond  to  each,  separately,  as  our  judgment  may  dic- 
tate, in  approval  or  disapproval. 

He  says  on  the  general  topic  of  decisions: 

The  Grand  Master  reports  twenty-six  decisions,  and,  as  he  says, 
'*many  of  them  were  questions  very  simple,  and  have  been  repeatedly 
decided,**  it  were  better  that  they  had  not  been  reported.  We  are  fully 
of  the  opinion  that  a  decision  made  to  a  Master  or  the  Lodge  upon  a 
peculiar  statement  of  facts  is  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  that  Lodge,  and 
should  never  (except  in  extreme  and  important  cases)  be  reported  for 
general  law — that  each  Grand  Lodge  should  have  a  code  of  laws,  and 
the  officers  of  Lodges  be  referred  (when  too  negligent  or  lazy  to  ex- 
amine for  themselvys)  to  its  provisions.  Ninety  per  cent  of  the  more 
ihAu  fifteen  hundred  decisions  of  1880  we  have  read  ma^be  found  in  any 
well-prepared  digest  of  masonic  law,  and  Masters  can  read  them  for 
themselves  as  well  as  the  Grand  Master;  and  if  they  are  so  complex  as 
to  need  an  interpretation,  modify  and  improve  the  text  and  compel  the 
officers  to  rea4  for  themselves. 

There  is  much  truth  in  this,  and  yet  what  reasonable  objection  can 
be  raised  against  the  publication  of  the  answer  to  even  a  **simple  ques- 
tion,** if  thereby  another  Lodge  may  be  instructed  and  thus  enabled  to 
avoid  the  necessity  of  propounding  the  same  or  a  similar  question! 
The  instruction  of  the  home  Lodges  is  the  primary  object  of  such  pub- 
lications and  it  takes  "line  upon  line"  to  fix  that  instruction. 

Again  he  says: 

To  the  fourth  decision  reported  we  except  as  bad  law  and  worse  jus- 
tice. The  ruling  of  the  Grand  Master  is,  "that  in  (he  application  for 
restoration  by  a  Mason  suspended  for  non-payment  of  Lodge  dues,  he 
must,  as  a  condition  precedent,  pay  to  bis  Lodge  all  dues  that  have 
accrued  against  him  up  to  the  date  of  bis  suspension"  [to  which  all 
jurists  assent],  but  ''also  all  dues  accruing  during  the  time  of  his  suspert- 
aion."  All  of  the  reporters  save  two  dissent  in  toto  from  this  latter 
ruling,  as  illegal  and  unjust.  Masons  pay  for  the  privileges  of  Lodge 
membership,  and  when  the  privilege  is  denied  them  by  sutfi)ension  they 
cease  to  be  liable  for  the  payment  of  that  of  which  they  are  denied, 
and,  as  a  question  .of  policy,  it  is  highly  impolitic.  Non-affiliation, 
whether  voluntary  or  involuntary,  is  to-day  the  great  and  crying  evil 
the  institution  bos  to  endure.  The  officers  of  the  Graud  Lodge  should, 
then,  encourage,  by  all  fair  and  honest  moans,  the  returu  to  the  fold  of 
all  wanderers,  and  not  shut  the  door  in  their  faces,  as  Alabama  and 
Ohio  have  done. 
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This  niliag  simply  decides  what  is  the  law  of  Alabama  oq  that  sab- 
ject.  If  Bro.  P.  objects  only  to  the  law  then  are  we  agreed,  for  we  have 
ever  held  that  this  rale  was  aojast 

His  next  objection  is  attered  so  positively  as  to  appear  harsh,  if  not 
discoarteoas,  viz: 

To  the  ninth  we  also  more  emphatically  object,  as  the  most  •  •  • 
doctrine  we  ever  read  as  emanating  from  a  Mason.  We  find  the  same 
decision  in  one  other  reported  list,  and  we  thank  Gk>d  that  bat  two  of 
the  fifty-foar  Grand  Masters  promalgate  sach  decisions.  *The  act  of 
having  illicit  sexaal  intercoarse  with  a  woman  of  lewd  habits  is  not  the 
masonic  offence  of  violating  the  chastity  of  a  Muster  Mason's  daaghter, 
althoagh  her  father  is  a  Master  Mason.**  As  we  write  this  we  have 
lyiog  apon  the  table  before  as  a  namber  of  the  Christian  Cynosure^  of 
Chicago,  the  organ  of  the  anti- Masons,  in  which  we  read  the  charge 
preferred  against  the  masonic  fraternity  that  they  **teach  that  it  is  no 
offence  against  Masonry  for  a  Master  Mason  to  have  illicit  sexaal  inter- 
coarse with  a  woman,  provided  she  is  not  the  daagbter  of  a  Mason." 
Verily,  the  sapposed  law  of  the  anti-Mason  is  qaite  as  masonic  as  the 
law  of  Alabama's  Grand  Master,  and  while  oar  Grand  Masters  will  con- 
tinae  to  pablish  sach  decisions,  we  may  expect  the  Oynonare  to  hold  ap 
the  interpreters  thereof  to  the  contempt  of  the  profane  reader,  as  they 
are  doing.  We  have  referred  to  it  as  Alabama  law,  for  on  page  50  the 
Committee  on  Jorispradence  report  that,  **in  their  opinion,  the  several 
decisions  of  the  Grand  Master  are  correct,  and  foanded  apon  the  trae 
priuciples  of  masonic  law.  We  object  to  the  decision,  to  the  report,  to 
the  pablication— better  they  had  never  seen  the  light. 

We  very  mach  fear  that  the  Cynosure  had  so  preoccapied  Bro.  Par- 
vin's  mind  as  to  prevent  a  fair  apprehension  of  the  real  gist  of  G.  Mas- 
ter Tompkins'  decision;  for  he  certainly  did  not  rale  that  'illicit 
intercoarse  with  a  lewd  woman"  was  not  immoral,  nor  that  sach  an  act 
was  not  a  masonic  offence — as  the  objection  infers.  In  Alabama  all 
violations  of  the  moral  law  are  considered  grave  masonic  offenses  and 
are  pnnished  accordingly.  Sach  acts  of  "fornication"  as  are  allnded 
to  in  this  decision,  and  in  the  reviewer's  comments  thereon,  are  there- 
fore violations  of  masonic  law.  The  whole  scope  of  G.  Master  T.'s  de- 
cision on  **Mormonism,"  •*polygamy,"  (No.  7),  approved  by  Bra  Pkr- 
vin,  illnstrates  and  enforces  this  interdict  of  immorality,  and  his  forci- 
ble reasoning  thereon,  in  defense  of  law  and  morals,  shonld  have  saved 
him  from  any  intimation  of  leniency  in,  or  iodifference  to,  the  strictest 
enforcement  of  all  moral  obligation,  which  the  above  criticism,  doabt- 
less  anintentionally,  seems  to  convey.  We  do  not  exactly  fancy  Bro. 
Parvin's  illnstration  of  his  objection  by  reference  to  the  Cynoa\tre*s  ex- 
pletives against  immoral  masons;  the  shoe  neither  fits  nor  pinches  here. 
The  decision  objected  to  involved  the  simple  idea  of  chastity  as  related 
to  a  specinl  law  (esoteric)  of  masonry  forbidding  its  violation.  Was  the 
special  law,  protecting  the  chastity  of  a  M.  M.'s  daaghter,  violated  by 
a  M.  M.  when  cohabiting  with  a  lewd  woman,  the  daaghter  of  a  M.  M.? 
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Was  this  act  snoh  a  violation  qf  chastity  as  this  special  law  forbids  and 
denoQDces  as  peculiarly  abhorrent  to  masons,  as  much  so  as  is  the 
reTolting  crime  of  adnlteroas  incest  in  families?— are  onl^  yariations 
of  the  qaestioQ  decided,  and  correctly  decided  too,  by  Grand  Master 
Tompkins. 

Undoabtedly  a  vile  immorality,  a  beinoos  offense,  was  perpetrated, 
which  demanded  trial  and  panishment:  was  it  advisable  for  the  Lodge 
to  proceed  against  the  culprit  nnder  a  law  not  applicable  to  the  offense, 
and  thns  yirtaally  connive  at  the  rvilease  of  the  offender,  or  was  it  not 
best  to  indict  under  the  proper  law,  truly  describing  the  offense,  to  which 
the  proof  was  pertinent,  and  secure  the  conviction  of  the  offender? 
We  can  see  no  reason  for  doubt  or  hesitancy  in  this  matter,  nor  can  we 
discover  any  real  merit  in  the  objections  urged  against  the  decision  in 
qoestiou.  It  is  a  simple  question  of  masonic  law,  in  its  ultimate,  and 
the  ruling  only  undertakes  to  say  that  a  particular  law,  referred  to  by 
the  questioner,  does  not  apply  to  the  case  stated.  In  answering  such 
a  question  in  jurisprudence  there  was  no  occasion  for  sentimentalism  or 
prodery,  and  the  response  given  was  suitably  direct  and  practical  to  the 
qoostion,  and,  as  we  think,  undoubtedly  correct. 

If  a  woman  can  be  chaste  and  yet  play  the  strumpet:  if  our  obliga- 
tion to  protect  chastity  applies  equally  to  the  virgin  and  the  strumpet, 
to  the  pure  and  to  the  vile,  then  may  we  admit  the  relevancy  of  Bro. 
Farvin's  objections;  but  otherwise  we  can  only  view  them  as  mistaken 
and  unreasonable  criticisms,  rather  positively  than  pleasantly  stated. 

He  approves  one  decision,  and  we  quote  his  remarks  thereon  as  a  fair 
commentary  upon  the  inferences  of  some  of  his  objections  urged  against 
No.  9,  heretofore  alluded  to: 

To  No.  7  we  give  our  hearty  concurrence— that  "polygamy,  or  the 
habitual  public  or  private  advocacy  and  teaching  a  doctrine  which  up- 
holds and  indorses  a  relation  which  is  in  direct  violation  of  the  laws  of 
the  land  and  the  vioral  sentiment  of  our  civilization,  is  a  masonic 
offense,*'  and  the  brother  K^i^^y  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^  offense  should  be  promptly 
expelled,  as  our  Utah  brethren  have  done.  ''Cleanse  the  Augean  sta- 
bles,*' even  though  you  decimate  the  Lodges,  and  the  few  left  will 
leaven  the  whole  lump  of  Masonry  till  it  becomes  faithful  in  purity  and 
good  works. 

We  cannot  assent  to  Bro.  P.'s  criticism  upon  No.  11  as  follows: 

Decision  eleven  is,  in  our  opinion,  also  erroneous.  *'No  brother," 
aays  the  Grand  Master,  * 'should  use  m  a  Lodge  a  form  of  prayer  to 
which  another  brother  has  conscientious  objections."  Must  a  praying 
brother,  when  asked  by  the  Master  or  Grand  Mtister  to  offer  prayer, 
first  ask  the  conscientious  brethren  present  what  kind  of  a  prayer  he 
shall  offer?  Must  he  poll  the  Lodge  to  ascertiin  whether  the  brethren 
present  are  Jews  or  Geutiles,  Mobamniedans  or  ZorooKterites,  Trinitari- 
ans or  Unitarians,  followers  of  Bob  IngersoU  or  the  devil  ?  And  how. 
**in  the  name  of  all  the  gods,"  can  he  pray  to  suit  one  of  these  classes 
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and  not  offend  the  conscientiooB  scruples  of  another  class?  When  we 
pray — and  we  profess  to  be  a  praying  Ohristian— we  pray  to  the  Chris- 
tian's (xod,  and  will  allow  no  conscieutioos  brother  to  interfere  as  to 
how  we  shall  pray.  A  Pharisee  once  thouRbt  to  snub  a  pablican  in  the 
temple  (which  some  Masons  claim  as  their  temple)  for  his  hnmble 
prayer,  bat  met  a  rebake  that  silenced  his  tongae  forever. 

Masonry  is  not  Christianity,  nor  are  all  Masons  Christians.  To  the 
Jew  Christ  is  a  stambling  block,  to  the  Christian  He  is  the  one  thing 
needfal  and  * 'altogether  lovely."  Qod  is  God  to  the  Jew,  and  to  the 
Gentile,  the  All  Father.  He  is  also,  as  the  Christian  specially  predicates 
of  Jesas,  **the  Father  of  oar  Lord  Jesas  Christ"  who  is  yet  one  with 
God.  Now,  if  God  the  Father  is  to  the  Jew  the  one  only  trae  God,  and 
if  to  the  Christian  the  name  of  God  indades  Chbibt  (and  the  Spirit), 
while  the  Gentile  has,  as  is  supposed,  only  learned  to  believe  in  God, 
this  name  God  is  ^then,  or  should  be,  acceptable  to  all  classes  of 
Masons  as  embodying  all  the  Divine  attributes  suggestive  of  adoration 
and  worship.  Why,  therefore,  may  not  Masons  choose  to  address  in 
prayer  only  that  name  of  God  which  equally  demands  the  reverence  of 
all  classes,  and  is  offensive  to  none  ?  We  have  always  observed  the  rule 
taught  by  the  decision  objected  to,  and,  for  the  reasons  above  hinted  at, 
and  are  persuaded  that  it  is  or  ought  to  be  the  universal  practice  of 
Masons  to  address,  in  public  prayer,  T.  G.  A.  O.  T.  U.  only  by  his  holy 
name,  GOD.  If  Christ  is  God  then  ''the  Christian's  God,"  as  Bro.  T* 
has  it,  is  addressed  in  every  prayer  offered  to  Jehovah;  why  then  should 
the  Christian  object  to  the  worship  of  Gk>d  as  God?  We  **take  no  stock 
in"  *'Bob  IngorsoU  or  the  devil,"  for  we  are  armed  so  strong  in  the 
faith  of  Spirit  as  the  substance,  rtality^  of  which  matter  is  but  the  ex- 
pression, indication,  varying  according  to  the  intent  designed  to  be  ex- 
pressed, that  we  have  no  respect  for  materialists  or  infidels,  and  as  we 
attribute  all  spiritual  power  to  Gk>d  its  source,  we  are  apt  to  underrate, 
possibly,  the  importance  of  the  devil  as  his  antagonist,  if  we  do  not  go 
further  and  deny  his  personality  in  ioto.  The  illusiration  of  the  phari- 
see  and  publican  is  not  aprojX'S,  we  think.  The  simple  prayer  that  pre^ 
vailed  in  that  case  was  addressed  to  God  and  he  was  called  by  no  other 
name  in  the  narrative  of  this  notable  example  of  modesty  and  earnest- 
neps  in  prayer,  hence  we  claim  the  example  of  the  Publican  as  support- 
ing our  position.  What  at  last  is  prayer?  but  **the  soul's  sincere  desire 
uttered  or  unexpressed  ?"  Why  therefore  contend  for  forms  when  the 
reality  constitutes  the  "true  inwardness,"  the  virtue  of  the  act. 

But  we  may  not  tarry  longer  with  Bro.  Parvin  whether  we  pnise  or 
object  to  his  opinions  or  work,  and  we  here  beg  to  say  a  parting  word, 
in  all  pleasantness,  to   this  intelli.^ent,  earnest,  laborious,    but  withal 
sometimes  too  positive  confrere  of  the  quill— be  not  deceived,  we  of 
Alabama  neglect  no  tittle  of  the  law  masonic,  moral  or  civil. 
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GRAND  officers: 

11  W.  Bro.  Geo.  B.  Vftn  Saan Grand  Master.* 

E.  W.  Bro.  Theo.  S.  Parvin  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Total  of  chartered  Lodges 380. 

(With  6  Lodges  U.  D). 

KANSAS,  1880-1. 

The  25th  Annaal  Commnnication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  convened  at 
Topeka,  February  16th,  1881. 

Present,  M.  W.  Joseph  D.  McCleverty,  Grand  Master,  with  Grand 
Officers,  Representatives  of  a  qaornm  of  Lodges,  Past  Grand  Officers 
and  nameroos  Past  Masters. 

The  Grand  Master's  appropriate  annaal  address  gives  a  candid  and 
generally  favorable  view  of  the  situation  in  this  jarisdiction,  as  fol- 
lows: 

A  little  over  twenty-five  years  ago,  a  mere  handfnl  of  Masons  erected 
this  Grand  Lodge.  The  beautifai  plains  of  Kansas  were  then  the  scene 
of  many  acts  of  violence,  bat  hopeful  of  the  fatare,  and  full  of  self- 
reliance,  the  new  Grand  Sovereignty  entered  upon  its  existence. 
Through  every  cloud,  however  dark,  the  star  of  hope  beamed  brightly, 
and  well  might  the  young  State  adopt  as  its  motto,  **Ad  Astra  p^r  Aspera^" 
as  a  prophetic  inspiration,  for  we  already  see  the  more  than  fraition  of 
its  early  hope.  The  handful  of  185.5  has  grown  to  many  thoasands, 
while  the  citizenship  of  the  State  is  fully  a  million.  Well  may  we, 
then,  indulge  in  a  meed  of  self-gratulation,  nor  forget  to  bow  in  thank- 
folness  for  "the  manifold  blessings  we  enjoy." 

The  year  just  passed  has  been  full  of  bountiful  prosperity  to  the 
greater  portion  of  Kansas,  but  not  to  all.  In  the  northwestern  portion 
many  of  the  new  settlers,  wholly  dependent  upon  the  prosperity  of  the 
season,  appear  to  have  utterly  failed  in  their  crops,  and  many  of  them 
must  continue  in  want  until  a  new  crop  comes  in.  Limited  though  this 
dfvtitntion  has  been,  yet  almost  daily  we  hear  of  self-appointed  and 
doubtless  dieihonest  beggars,  appealing  for  aid  in  the  name  of  a  starv- 
ing State,  and  in  the  face  of  the  fact  that  Kansas  has  more  of  the  life- 
sustaining  productions  for  sale  than  any  other  State  of  equal  popula- 
tion in  the  Union.  Anxious  though  I  was  to  aid  these  sufferers,  yet  I 
determined  to  repress  this  promiscuons  begging,  at  least  so  far  as  the 
masonic  fraternity  was  concerned— and  yet  was  without  sufficient  vigi- 
lance to  actually  prevent  it.  One  of  our  Lodges,  or  at  least  one  of  its 
members  in  its  name,  Mountain  Slope  Lodge  No.  186,  of  Oberlio,  De- 
catur county,  prepared  a  general  begging  circular,  and  its  Secretary  at 
once  began  to  issue  them.  Fortunately  one  of  the  first  fell  iuto  the 
hands  of  the  Grand  Secretary  of  Virginia,  who  rightly  surmising  that 
a  wrong  was  being  done  the  Masons  of  Kansas,  at  once  sent  it  to  me. 
Thankful  for  this  timely  action,  I  so  expressed  myself,  and  at  once 
issued  an  order  to  Mountain  Slope  Lodge  to  show  cause  why  its  charter 

*The  ooustitution  of  the  G.  L.  of  Iowa  requiriug   the  change  of  Grand 
Master  every  year,  giving  '*oue  term"  only. 
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shoald  not  be  revoked."    •    •    •     •    ^Th^  act  was  disavowed  by  the 
Lodge  and  attributed  to  an  ovei-officioas  Secretary.) 

Fifteen  dispensations  for  new  Lodges  issned. 

The  Grand  Master  speaks  pleasantly  of  his  visit  to  the  Grand  Lodge 

of  the  Indian  Territory,  November,  1880,  accompanied  by  B.  W.  Grand 
Secretary  John  H.  Brown  and  W.  Brother  L.  P.  Mason,  G.  L.  ;  and  says 

of  it: 

The  occasion  was  full  of  novelty  and  interest  Oar  M.  *.  W.  *.  Brother 
Marrow,  Past  Grand  Master  and  present  Grand  Secretary  of  that  Grand 
Lodge,  eRpecially  greeted  as  as  only  a  sincere  Mason  and  kindly  Chris- 
tian gentleman  can  do,  while  my  old-time  friend,  and  one  time  room- 
mate, our  M.  •.  W.  •.  Brother  P.  J.  Byrne,  coald  find  no  words  warm 
enoagh  to  welcome  as,  no  cheer  good  enongh  to  offer  as.  To  say  that 
our  visit  was  pleasant  and  instructive,  would  scarcely  be  doing  oar 
generous  friends  full  justice.  We  found  assembled  a  body  of  zealous 
and  eame«t  gentlemen,  anxious  to  learn  and  propagate  tho  true  prin- 
ciples of  the  Craft,  while  to  the  infinite  and  honorable  gratificntiou  of 
Brother  l^Iason,  they  adopted  our  work  after  seeing  it  exemplified  by 
him. 

He  discusses  with  some  earnestness  the  troublesome  questions  of 
** non-payment  of  dues"  and  ** non-affiliation,''  which  have  for  several 
years  claimed  the  attention  of  this  and  other  Grand  Lodges.  The  first, 
non-pay,  was  discussed  by  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  in  an  elab- 
orate report,  sustaining  the  by-law  of  Kansas  authorizing  suspensions 
for  non-payment  of  dues  after  due  notice  to  the  delinquent,  **  without 
form  of  trial,"  *  *  ** two- thirds  of  all  the  members  present  voting 
for  the  suspension."  The  same  committee  report  on  the  subject  of 
"non-affiliation**  sensibly,  as  follows; 

It  is  among  our  cardinal  principles  that  Masonry  is  a  purely  voluntary 
institution.  He  who  would  behold  the  beautiful  interior  of  our  Mystic 
Temple,  must  of  his  own  free  will  and  accord  knock  at  our  portals ; 
and  when  he  has  penetrated  the  mysteries,  and  the  sublime  truths  of 
Masonry  have  been  unfolded  to  him,  if  he  does  not  desire  to  dwell  con- 
tinuouKly  with  us,  he  may  depart  as  he  came,  and  the  voluntary  char- 
acter of  our  Society  is  maintained  and  per(>etaated  Can  we  legislate 
in  violation  of  principle  and  preserve  to  ourselves  a  conscientious 
regard  for  that  principle?  Is  the  individual  of  more  importance  to 
Masonry  than  Masonry  is  to  the  individual?  If  this  be  so,  let  us  dis- 
band at  once  and  unite  our  fortunes  with  his  and  reap  the  greater 
reward  ;  but,  if  this  be  not  so,  let  us  pursue  the  even  tenor  of  our  way ; 
let  us  enjoy  the  fruits  of  our  own  labors  ;  let  us  maintain  the  honor  and 
integrity  of  our  institution,  and  the  time  will  come  when  our  brother, 
having  filled  his  belly  with  husks,  will,  prodigal-like,  of  his  own  free 
will  and  accord,  return  unto  hiH  kindred,  and  when  he  does  come  we 
will  extend  again  to  him  the  hand  of  brotherly  love.  As  coercion  and 
free  will  are  antagonistic,  we  rocommrnd  that  there  shall  not  be  any 
legislation  on  tbo  subject  of  non-affiliation. 

The  subject  of  *'  mileage  and  per  diem,"  involving  a  change  of  pol- 
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icy,  in  that  regard  by  which  the  Grand  Lodge  iDstead  of  the  RnbordiDate 
Lodges  would  defray  stieh  expenseR  of  representation,  came  np  for  con- 
sideration on  report  of  a  special  committee,  appointed  at  the  preceding 
oommonication  to  consider  and  report  on  the  propriety  of  the  change, 
Ac.  The  absence  at  this  communication  of  **  many  of  the  earnest  ad- 
Tooatesof  this  expenditure,'*  caused  the  committee  to  advise  that  action 
be  deferred,  till  next  session  we  infer,  which  was  done. 

We  suggest  indefinite  postponement  of  any  such  unnecessary  change. 

A  proposition  to  locate  the  Grand  Lodge  at  Topeka,  for  ten  years,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  adversely  reported  on  by 
them,  and  their  report  adopted. 

Brother  John  H.  Brown,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Correspondence, 
made  a  special  report  recommending  the  recognition  of  the  Grand 
Lodges  of  "Colon  and  the  Liland  of  Cuba'  (united),  and  of  **New 
South  Wales,"  which  was  adopted.  His  reasons  for  the  latter  recom- 
mendation, quoted  below,  we  do  not  approve,  as  explained  in  our 
special  report  on  this  topic.  We  do  not  understand  the  expression  "a 
constitutional  number  of  subordinate  Lodges,"  as  applied  to  such  a 
case?  *'  More  light,"  perhaps,  would  enable  us  to  comprehend  this,  at 
present,  incomprehensible  statement : 

NEW   SOUTH   WALES. 

Your  Committee  have  carefully  examined  all  the  official  documents 
and  other  papers  placed  in  their  hands  concerning  the  formation  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales,  an  applicant  for  Fraternal  recogni- 
tion, and  from  these  documents  it  appears  that  this  Grand  Lodge  has 
been  regularly  formed  by  a  constitutional  number  of  Subordinate  Ix)dges, 
the  Colony  having  a  local  self-government,  and  we  think  possesHing  as 
much  right  as  any  other  State  or  Province  to  Masonic  government. 
Your  Committee  can  see  no  good  reason  why  recognition  should  be 
longer  withheld.  We  therefore  offer  the  resolution  appended  to  this 
report. 

Brother  Brown's  general 

BSPOBT  ON  COBBESPONDENCE 

is  a  renewal  of  his  former  successes  in  the  production  of  very  concise, 
able  and  instructive  reports,  and  this  one  brings  us  again  pleasurably 
in  contact  with  a  Brother  Reviewer  whose  thoughts  and  modes  of  ex- 
expremion  are  always  acceptable. 

His  review  of  the  Alabama  Report,  proceedings  of  1879.  is  full  and 
quite  satisfactory.  He  says  of  Grand  Master  Armstrong's  address  that 
it  **  is  quite  short,  but  what  he  has  to  say  is  to  the  point.  '*  He  np- 
proves  his  decisions  of  that  year,  commenting  specially,  and  favorably, 
on  the  two  which  were  not  approved  (but  should  have  been,  we  think, ) 
by  the  Grand  Lodge,  viz :  Nos.  3  and  4,  the  first  objecting  to  **rule  19, 


144  APPENDIX.  [1881. 

article  7  of  oar  coosiitation,"  and  the  last  reqairiog  charges  to  be  pre- 
ferred against  an  E.  A.  considered,  by  an  objecting  Brother,  morally 
nnfit  to  be  advanced 

He  makes  free  quotations,  and  approvingly,  from  our  reports,  special 
and  general,  on  cobbespomdence  of  that  year;  bat,  alas,  changes  the  S. 
of  oar  favorite  name  iato  V,  and  thos  destroys  oar  identity.  Under 
some  circamstances  a  V  would  be  quite  acceptable  ;  but  not  so  when  it 
denominates  persons,  as  in  this  instance,  instead  of  dollars.  It  is  con- 
sidered poetic  to  exchange  a  Roland  for  an  Oliver  ;  but  neither  Bhyme 
nor  Reason  authorizes  your  S  into  V  transmutation  Brother  B. 

Brother  Brown  is  one  of  the  few  reviewers  who  has  felt  called  apon 
(as  we  did)  to  express  surprise  at  the  Manitoba  adjustment,  and  we 
reproduce  some  of  his  appropriate  remarks  on  that  wonderful  settle- 
ment, in  which  treason  triumphed  over  the  true  Grand  Lodge,  viz  : 

MANITOBA. 

Last  year  we  received  several  documents  from  the  oi&cers  of  the  reg- 
ular Grand  Lodge  of  Manitoba,  and  took  occasion  to  make  brief  men- 
tion of  the  final  adjustment  of  the  unhappy  difficulty  then  existing  in 
that  Grand  Jurisdiction.  We  have  now  before  us  their  printed  Pro- 
ceedings for  the  year  1879-80.  While  we  feel  inclined  to  rejoice  at  the 
healing  of  a  schism  that  at  one  time  threatened  to  overturn  all  Masonic 
authority  in  that  Grand  Jurisdiction,  we  must  confess  our  lack  of  con- 
fidence in  the  coming  of  good  to  the  Order  in  Manitoba  when  a  com- 
promise  is  brought  about  as  it  was  in  this  case.  The  disloyal  members 
should  not  have  been  permitted  to  dictate  the  entire  plan  of  **  adjust- 
ment '*  (we  question  the  use  of  the  word,  or  any  action  based  upon  it, 
in  a  case  where  one  party  is  wholly  right  and  the  other  is  wholly  wrong); 
neither  should  they  be  at  once  placed  in  the  various  official  positions. 
They  had  forfeited  such  rights  and  privileges  and  should  not  have 
asked  for  any  such  favors.  In  the  beginning  they  were  the  minority, 
and  not  being  satisfied  with  the  rulings  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  took  it 
into  their  heads  to  withdraw  from  the  lawful  body  and  set  up  an  inde- 
pendent and  spurious  body  of  their  own  in  defiance  of  all  masonic  law 
and  usage.  When  they  realized  what  a  fearful  mistake  they  had  made, 
and  that  they  were  about  to  lose  their  masonic  heads,  one  and  all  sent 
in  the  white  flag  and  made  overtures  of  peace.  The  Grand  blaster  at 
once  assumed  the  power  and  authority  of  healing  up  all  trouble,  by 
allowing  the  recusant  members  virtually  to  come  in  and  assist  in  the 
voting  on  the  terms  of  settlement  and  virtually  to  dictate  those  terms. 
We  can  not  see  the  justice  of  such  proceedings,  and  they  look  very 
much  like  a  setting  at  defi*\uce  of  all  old  well-established  rules  of  juris- 
prudence heretofore  accepted  for  the  government  of  bodies  of  Ancient 
Craft  Masonry  on  this  Continent. 

The  question,  or  rather,  claim  of 

"Pebpetual  Jurisdiction," 
is  one  of  the  few  remaining  unsettled  controversial  topics  of  the  period. 
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involviDg  points  of  inter-jurisdictionnl  comity  likely  to  prodace  iuhar- 
tnony  among  the  American  Grand  Lodges,  and  consequently  is  one  that 
oogbt  to  be  calmly  discussed  while  no  actual  collision,  arising  from  the 
exercise  of  this  doabtfal  power,  (claim?)  exists.  It  is  held  to  tenacionly 
by  Bome  of  the  older  Grand  Lodges  and  is  qnite  as  resolutely  denied 
and  repudiated  by  the  younger,  especially  the  North- western  Grand 
Bodies.  Unless  adjusted  and  properly  defined,  in  this  time  of  compara 
live  peace  and  harmony  among  the  Grand  Bodies,  it  will  one  day,  and 
800D,  come  to  the  front  as  a  question  prolific  of  strife  and  alienation. 
It  involves,  with  other  contentious  features,  that  degrading  (to  the  ter- 
ritory where  the  subject  may  reside)  idea  of  subserviency  to  a  foreign 
organization,  in  the  control  of  subjects  (citizens)  residing  in  the  masonic 
(and  political)  territory,  of  the  resisting  jurisdiction  (of  our  supposi' 
tion),  and  the  tug  of  war  will  come  whenever  such  a  claim  is  again 
made  and  attempted  to  be  enforced  in  this  country. 

Wishing  to  ventilate  judicious  views  on  this  important  subject,  we 
tre  grateful  to  Brother  Brown  for  calling  our  attention  to  an  interesting 
presentation  of  this  question,  copied  by  him  from  the  Report  of  Brother 
Beed,  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Washington  Territory  for  1879,  which  we, 
in  part,  reproduce  here  : 

The  question  of  perpetual  jurisdiction  over  rejected  candidates,  came 
before  the  Grand  Lodge  through  a  resolution  offered  by  Grand  Secretary 
Beed,  to  amend  Article  XII,  Section  58,  of  their  Constitution.  The 
majority  of  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  to  whom  this  matter  was 
referred,  presented  a  brief  report  recommending  its  rejection,  to  which 
Brother  Reed  dissented,  with  the  following  excellent  presentation  of  his 
side  of  the  case  : 

Masonry  is  said  to  be  **a  law  unto  itself."  While  this,  in  the  opinion 
of  some,  may  be  an  ideal  proposition,  we  accept  it  as  true.  But  to  dis- 
robe it  of  all  doubt  and  give  it  force  and  plausibility,  it  is  certainly 
necessary  that  all  thone  elements  which  make  jip  and  are  ever  regarded 
as  the  distinctive  characteristics  in  this  unified  law  of  Masonry,  must 
be  consistent  with  themselves,  and  not  destructive  of  each  other.  It 
will  not  be  denied  that  Grand  Lodge  enactments  everywhere  should  be 
made  as  nearly  as  possible  to  harmonize  with  the  "universal  law"  of 
Masonry.  Every  departure  from  this  standard  of  procedure  is  an  error, 
and  must  be  so  regarded,  no  matter  from  whence  it  emanated  or  by 
whomsoever  sanctioned.  The  too  frequent  innovations  by  Grand 
Lodges  in  this  direction,  doubtless,  often  arise  from  hasty  legislation, 
immature  thought,  or  an  over-estimate  of  their  pow^ers  to  enforce  a 
"rule  of  notion'*  outside  their  own  prescribed  jurisdictional  limits. 
These  "new  departures''  not  only  darken  the  pathway  of  obedience  to 
ancient  law  and  traditions,  governing  the  ** universal  brotherhood," 
but  seriously  antagonize  that  very  principle  of  Grand  Lodge  supremacy 
which  thoy  seek  to  maintain. 

We  believe  that  any  rule  or  law  of  Masonry,  to  be  made  of  force 
and  effect  beyond  the  limits  of  the  jurisdiction  by,  or  within,  which  it 
was  enacted,  must,  substantially  at  least,  receive  universal  sanction  ; 
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otherwise  its  pretended  enforcement  is  an  nnwarranted  assnmption  of 
natbority,  and  is  liable  to  become  a  source  of  discord  and  contusion 
zathc  r  than  afford  protection,  or  result  in  practical  benefit. 

There  is  no  other  hypothesis  npon  which  the  autonomy  of  a  Lodge 
or  Grand  Lodge  can  exist.  In  no  enunciated  principle  of  Masonic  law, 
recognizing  and  upholding  Grand  Lodge  supremacy,  can  we  find  any 
justification  for  the  assumption  of  this  **  perpetual  jurisdiction  '*  theory 
over  a  rejected  candidate  for  the  degrees  of  Masonry.  Such  a  theory 
in  itself  is  logically  a  paradox.  It  assumes  the  imperious  exercise  of  a 
kind  of  adhesive  power  over  that  which  it  repels.  It  not  only  denies 
to  other  jurisdictions  the  right  of  tree  choice  in  the  selection  of  their 
own  members,  but  attacks  the  intelligence  and  judgment  of  its  neigh- 
bors, both  near  and  remote.  A  theory  so  illogical  and  self-destructive 
can  not  promote  harmony  or  be  of  any  practical  good  to  masonry. 
Observe,  for  a  moment,  its  workings  in  our  own  jurisdiction,  in  the 
one  principal  case  of  grievance  now  before  Grand  Lodge.  Again,  sup- 
pose a  case  :  A  man  petitions  a  Lodge  and  is  rejected.  Twelve  months 
elapse  ;  all  disability  is  removed  by  operation  of  law ;  he  can  now  renew 
his  application  to  the  same  Lodge,  and  if  no  objection  is  imposed,  he 
is  made  a  Mason.  But  suppose  he  does  not  choose  to  renew  his  petition 
to  the  rejecting  Lodge,  but  subsequently  removes  to  another  jurisdic- 
tion, and  there  acquires  a  bona  fide  residence,  Masonically,  and  as  a 
citizen  ;  here  the  old  restraining  power,  though  dead  at  home,  is  resur- 
rected to  life,  and,  per  se,  with  no  offense  existing,  but  perfect  innoceace 
on  the  part  of  the  petitioner,  says,  **you  can  not  be  a  legal  petitioner, 
nor  receive  the  degrees  of  Masonry  vrithonC  our  consent ;  your  former 
disabilities  by  the  operation  of  our  law  are  not  only  rehabilitated,  bat 
made  perpetual.  '*  We  can  not  but  regard  such  an  assnmption  as  al 
variance  with  every  principle  of  moral  justice  and  human  rights. 

GBAMD  OFFICMBa. 

M.  W.  Bro.  William  Ck)wgill Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  Jno.  BL  Brown  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Total  of  chartered  Lodges 190. 

**  Members  gained,  over  last  year  " If  119t 

KENTUCKY.  1880. 

The  Eighty-first  Annual  Cbmmunication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ken- 
tucky convened  at  Louisville  Tuesday,  October  19th,  A.  D.  I8H0. 

Present,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Jake  Rice,  with  424  Representatives  of 
Lodges,  a  full  attendance  of  Grand  Officers  and  numerous  P.  G.  Offi- 
cers and  Grand  Representatives,  P.  G.  M.  Charles  Tilden  doing  the 
needful  for  Alabama  as  G.  R.  The  address  of  G  M.  Rice  is  short, 
practical,  and  appropriate.  He  speaks'  encouragingly  of  the  Hon, 
alludes  to  its  success  as  assured  and  says  it  has  ''secured  the  sympathy 
and  substantial  support  of  the  general  brotherhood,**  and  refers  to  it 
**as  the  grandest  and  most  successful  charity  of  which  the  fraternity  can 
boast"  It  is  capable  of  useful  results  not  yet  attained,  and  its  mana- 
gers are  commended  for  foithfulnees  and  self  sacrifice,  as  tke  annexed 
extract  firom  the  address  will  attest: 
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Since  the  openiog  of  the  Home,  more  than  one  handred  children  who 
were  admitted  and  kept  nntil  sufficiently  adyanced  to  render  them  self- 
niBtaining*  have  been  honorably  discharged  and  are  now  nsefal  and  re- 
spected members  of  society,  earning  an  honorable  living  for  themselves 
•lid  reflecting  the  highest  credit  npon  the  inatitntion.  More  than  twice 
that  number  could  have  been  similarly  disposed  of  if  our  Endowment 
Fond  bad  only  been  commensurate  with  the  necessities  of  the  case,  and 
justified  the  admission  of  all  the  worthy  and  needy  who  have  applied 
lor  its  privileges.  This  is  still  the  one  great  want  of  the  Home.  An 
Eiidowment  Fund  sufficient  to  sustain  all  whom  our  magnificent  building 
has  the  capacity  to  entertain. 

This  fund  however  we  are  gratified  to  learn  has  now  the  prospect  of 
being  materially  augmented  by  the  generous  legacies  of  our  craftsmen, 
and  considerate  lady  friends  of  the  enterprise,  who  have  recently  em- 
braced *  'our  Home**  among  the  legatees  of  their  last  will  and  testament. 
If  only  a  score  of  our  worthy  brethren  would  thus  remember  this  great 
efaarity,  they  would  soon  put  it  in  such  a  financial  condition  as  to  invite 
all  the  worthy  beneficiariee  of  the  iraternity  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction 
within  its  walls.  Brethren,  we  stand  fully  and  irrevocably  committed 
to  this  great  work,  and  it  must,  under  the  blessing  of  God,  attain  to 
this  grand  consummation . 

The  Managers  of  the  Home  have  certainly  distinguished  themselves 
ugenuine  philanthropists,  as  well  as  vigilant  and  discriminating  public 
servants,  —working  without  a  fee  or  reward,  and  at  the  sacrifice  of  their 
own  businss  engagements,  upon  this,  the  noblest  design  upon  our  trestle 
board.  They  are  only  working  for  the  good  of  the  general  craft,  and 
we  cannot  fieiil  to  the  practical  results  of  their  labor  of  love,  and  it  cer- 
tainly devolvea  upon  us  to  aid  and  encourage  the  enterprise  by  every 
constitutional  measure  we  can  adopt;  and  I  need  not  assure  you  as  its 
&ft  friend  from  the  beginning,  that  all  such  measures  will  receive  my 
cordial  sanction  and  approval 

He  commends  highly  their  '^rearranged  constitution,  digest  and 
code,**  just  issued,  we  presume. 

He  speaks  of  the  G.  Master's  prerogatives  as  trenched  upon  by  their 
law  and  recommends  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  striking  out 
the  words  ''subject   to    the    provisions  of  the   constitution**;  which 
danse  we  suppose  refers  to  the  powers  of  the  Grand  Master,  and  if  so 
we  do  not  agree  with  the  G.  M. ;  for  we  consider  the  Grand  Lodge  as 
the  predominating  power  over  its  officers,  the  creator  of  Grand  Masters, 
and  all  prerogatives  pertaining  to  their  offices.    Such   prerogatives, 
apart  from  those  created  or  permitted   by  the   constitutions  of  the 
Grand  Lodges,  are  purely  mythical;  and  the  sooner  we  learn  to  disre- 
gard the  numerous  unreliable  and  impracticable  myths  of  such  supe- 
rior powers  inherent  in  Grand  Masters,  the  better.     He  holds  his  office 
by  virtue  of  the  constitution  of  his  Grand  Lodge  and  his  election  by 
the  suffrages  of  its  constituents.    As  Grand  Master  he  executes  the  laws 
of  the  jurisdiction,  is  honored  as  its  chief  officer  and  representative 
b«ad,  and  is  respected  personally  in  the  degree  of  his  efficiency  and 
devotadness  to  the  trust  reposed  in  him,  his  official  term  over  he  is  only 


148  APPENDIX.  [1881. 

the  peer  of  every  true  and  perfect  mason."  He  is  revered  as  having 
been  a  leader  of  the  tribes  and  is  honored  with  the  distinctive  title  of 
P.  G.  M.  as  indicative  of  past  services,  duly  appreciated  and  appropri- 
ately rewarded;  bnt  he  was  in  the  beginning  only  a  Worthy  Master  Mo- 
son,  selected  as  overseer  of  the  work,  and  this  duty  performed,  for  the 
appointed  period,  he  resumes  his  place  among  the  workmen  distin- 
guished from  them  only  by  his  peculiar  craftsmanship,  skill  and  useful- 
ness. 

Away  with  this  iradiiion  of  prerogative,  we  say,  and  let  us  look  alone 
to  "the  book  of  the  law"  for  a  true  definition  of  what  a  Grand  Master 
(**of  Masons"  or  "of  the  Grand  Lodge")  may  or  should  do,  as  the  rep- 
resentative head  of  the  Lodges  and  the  Masons  composing  the  Grand 
Lodge  over  which  he  temporarily  presides.  We  have  yet  to  discover 
any  reliable  record  of  Grand  Master's  prerogatives  outside  of  Grand 
Lodge  constitutions. 

The  Grand  Master  seems  to  avoid  publicity  on  a  topic  which  is 
usually  spread  upon  the  minutes  in  eitenso,  (and  for  the  very  good 
reason  that  it  gives  information  to  the  Lodges)  and  thus  briefly  refers 
to  his 

DECISIONS. 

The  decisions  rendered  by  me  during  the  past  year  have  been  nix)n 
every  conceivable  question  of  masonic  laws,  morals,  and  rituals,  and 
were  given  after  mature  thought,  and  often  critical  investigation  of  ma- 
sonic jurisprudence.  I  have  the  sutisfaction  ot  believing  that  they  were 
cheerfully  acquiesced  in  by  tlie  pirties  interested.  They  are  numerous, 
and  I  think  economy  justifies  their  omission;  but  if  there  is  any  brother 
who  dissents  I  hope  he  or  they  will  bring  them  before  this  Grand 
Lodge  for  adjudication 

The  most  interesting  topic  of  discussion  at  this  session,  as  far  as  the 
general  reader  is  concerned  at  least,  was  the  jurisdictional  controversy 
pending  between  the  G.  Lodges  of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky  growing 
out  of  the  trial  and  conviction  of  one  S.  M.  Toliver,  a  M.  M  residing 
at  the  time  his  masonic  offense  was  committed,  and  until  after  his  trial 
was  ended,  at  Grallatin,  Tennessee,  but  retaining  his  membership  in  a 
Kentucky  Lodge,  in  preference  to  affiliating  with  a  Lodge  of  Tennes- 
see, located  in  the  place  of  his  residence.  We  alluded  to  this  case  in 
our  last  report,  and  stated  enough  of  its  particulars  to  render  it  un- 
necessary here' to  give  further  details  of  the  origin  of  the  controversy. 
Briefly,  then,  Kentucky  remonstrated  against  the  trial  of  Toliver  in 
Tennessee,  and  proposed  to  transfer  the  trial  to  his  Lodge  in  Kentucky, 
this  having  been  done  at  the  request  of  the  accused.  Tennessee  refu.sed 
to  transfer  the  wise  to  Kmtucky  because  her  law  authorized  and  re- 
quired the  trial,  which  had  already  commenced,  claiming,  too,  that  the 
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Lodge  in  whose  jarisdiction  the  offense  was  committed  was  the  proper 
mjwouic  tribonal  to  try  the  offender.  The  Kentucky  law  differing  from 
that  of  Tennessee  required  its  Grand  Master  to  remonstrate  against 
tlie  proceedings  commenced  and  consummated  in  Tennessee.  Both 
parties  to  this  controversy,  while  intent  upon  enforcing  their  own  laws 
haTe  yet  exercised  commendable  forbearance  and  eircnmspection  iu 
the  matter,  so  that  the  overture  made  by  Tennessee,  looking  to  the  dis- 
cossion  and  adjastment  of  the  principles  of  Masonic  law  and  osage 
involved  in  the  case,  has  resulted  in  an  amicable  settlement  of  the 
(though  in  oar  opinion  not  in  a  full  and  satisfactory  adjustment  of  the 
legal  merits  of  the  question)  controversy  as  the  annexed  extracts  from 
the  proceedings  will  show. 

We  quote  first  from  the  address  of  the  Tennessee  Commissioners,  P. 
G.  blasters  Frizzell  and  Dashiell,  appointed  by  the  G.  L.  of  Tennessee 
to  visit  the  G.  L.  of  Kentucky  and  present  their  view  of  the  case,  and 
we  may  here  remark  that  these  commissioners  were  received  with  all 
dne  honor,  and  with  special  courtesy,  by  the  G.  L.  of  Kentucky. 

The  Tennessee  report  says,  after  describing  the  case  and  its  acces- 
sories : 

The  point  between  these  two  jurisdictions  is:  Has  a  Lodge  penal 
jarisdiction  over  Masons  residing  within  its  territorial  bounds,  com- 
mitting offenses  therein,  who  are  members  of  another  Lodge? 

Tennessee  affirms.  Kentucky  denies,  holding  that  *'the  only  proper 
tribunal  before  which  an  affiliated  brother  can  be  arraigned,  is  the 
Lodge  of  which  he  is  a  member."  We  submit  that  this  is  not  a  new 
question,  bat  that  it  has  been  decided,  at  least  in  this  country,  for 
more  than  half  a  century,  and  that  the  authority  is  overwhelmingly  iu 
favor  of  the  position  assumed  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Tennessee.  It  is 
true  that  as  a  matter  of  courtesy,  it  is  usual  for  the  Lodge  in  whose 
bounds  an  offense  is  committed  to  notify  the  Lodge  of  which  accused 
is  a  member  and  ask  it  to  proceed  with  the  trial.  However,  this  is  a 
courtesy  merely,  and  not  a  right  belonging  to  the  Lodge  of  which  the 
accused  is  a  member.  In  the  case  nnder  consideration,  this  courtesy 
was  not  extended  to  Lodge  177,  because  of  the  flagrant  offense  which 
had  been  committed  and  its  publicity  in  the  community.  The  accused 
had  invaded  the  sacred  procinots  of  a  family  circle,  and  had  debauched 
the  wife  of  a  member  of  Lodge  94,  or  attempted  to  do  so,  and  this  fact 
was  notorioas  in  the  community.  In  justice  therefore  to  the  members 
thereof,  as  well  as  to  Masonry,  it  was  deemed  essential  that  the  trial 
be  had  by  LodgQ  94,  and  besides,  the  witnesses  resided  in  the  town  of 
Gallatin  and  hence  it  was  more  convenient  that  the  investigation  take 
place  there. 

The  justness  of  conclusion  reached  by  Lodge  94,  is  conclusively  shown 
by  the  fact,  that  opon  the  very  same  testimony  npon  which  it  acted, 
Toliver's  own  Lodge  subsequently  expelled  him. 

We  respectfully  refer  to  the  following  masonic  authorities  to  sustain 
the  position  ossamed  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Tennessee  in  this  mat- 
ter : 

Grand  Lodge  of  Virginia,  (Regulation  passed  in  1799). 
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Mackey's  Masonic  Jarispradenoe,  (7th  ed.)  pa^es  555;  ibid  (3d  ed.) 
page  337.  Chase's  Digest,  (3d  ed.)  page  69;  Grand  Lodge  Maine,  1880, 
pages  373,  444. 

Other  anthorities  might  be  cited,  bat  it  is  thought  these  will  saffice, 
especially  as  anthorities  to  the  contrary  are  so  rare. 

The  trne  role  seems  to  be  that  in  a  case  like  the  present  both  the 
Lodge  to  which  the  accused  belongs  and  the  Lodge  in  whose  bounds 
the  accused  was  residing  when  the  affense  was  committed  have  juris- 
diction to  conduct  the  trial.  In  other  words,  the  jurisdiction  is  con- 
current, and  is  to  be  regarded  as  exclusive  in  the  Lodge  first  taking 
steps  in  the  matter.  In  this  case  the  Tennessee  Lodge  first  took  cogni- 
zance of  the  matter  and  therefore  its  action,  unappealed  from,  was  final 
and  conclusive. 

This  is  a  brief  statement  of  the  matter  at  issue  between  the  two  Grand 
Lodges,  and  we  most  respectfully  ask  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ken- 
tucky reconsider  its  action,  at  least  so  far  as  to  concede  that  Toliver 
was  legally  tried  and  expelled  by  Lodge  94,  ot  Tennessee,  and  that 
therefore  the  subsequent  proceedings  had  before  Lodge  177,  of  Ken- 
tucky were  improper. 

«  With  fraternal  regard,  we  are  your  Brethren, 

JOHN  FRIZZELL, 

October  19,  1880.  JOHN  8.  DASHIELL. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  minutes,  indicate  serious  contrariety 
of  opinion  in  Kentucky  on  this  subject,  ending  however  in  a  reasonably 
fair  compromise  of  the  dispute.  We  regret  that  Brother  Morris'  report 
is  not  given,  and  presume,  from  the  character  of  the  substitute,  offered 
by  Brother  Petit,  that  he  favored  concurrent  jurisdiction.  We  give, 
also,  the  final  report  of  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  etc.  : 

TEKNBSSKB  AND  EENTUCKT. 

Past  Grand  Master  Morris,  from  the  special  committee  concerning 
the  differences  between  the  Grand  Lodges  oi  Kentucky  and  Tennessee 
made  report ;  whereupon. 

Brother  Hudson  moved  that  the  report  be  laid  on  the  table.     Lost. 

Past  Grand  Master  Pettit  raised  the  point  of  order  that  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  Committee  was  in  conflict  with  Article  XII.  Section  1,  of  the 
re-arranged  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  was  in  effect  an 
amendment  thereto. 

Brother  French  moved  that  in  the  opinion  of  this  Grand  Lodge  the 
proposition  was  not  an  amendment  to  me  Constitution,  which  referred 
to  members  of  Lodges  in  Kentucky  only.     Adopted. 

Brother  Pettit  then  offered  the  following  substitute  for  the  report  of 
the  Committee : 

Resolvfd,  That  we  re-afi&rm  the  decision  heartily  expressed  by  this 
Grand  Lodge  at  its  last  session,  in  maintaining  that  there  is  a  connec- 
tion existing  between  a  Lodge  and  its  members  which  no  others  have 
power  to  annul,  and  still  claim  and  maintain  for  our  subordinate  lodges 
inalienable  and  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  our  own  members. 

The  substitute  was  adopted. 

Brother  Bay  moved  that  both  the  substitute  and  report  of  the  com- 
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mittee  be  referred  to  the  Committoe  on  Jarispmdence,  which  was  so 
ordered. 

GOMHITTEE  ON  JUBISPBUDENCE. 

The  Committee  on  Jurispradence  submitted  the  following  report : 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Kentucky: 

The  Committee  on  JariRpradence,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of 
the  Special  Committee  on  tne  question  of  conflict  ot  jurisdiction  between 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Tennessee  and  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  the  resolu- 
tion of  Past  Grand  Master  Pettit,  respectfully  recommends  the  adoption 
of  the  following  resolution  : 

Rtisoivtd^  1.  That  we  affirm  that  under  our  constitution  and  laws  there 
is  a  connection  existing  between  a  Lodge  and  its  members  which  no 
other  jurisdiction  has  the  power  to  annul  without  its  consent,  and  we 
claim  and  maintain  for  our  subordinate  Lodges  exclusive  jurisdiction 
over  our  own  members. 

2.  But  in  a  spirit  of  masonic  comity,  and  for  the  purpose  of  uniformity 
of  proceeding  and  of  conformity  to  other  jurisdictions,  as  far  as  possi- 
ble, that  we  recommend  the  foUowiug  as  an  amendment  to  the  consti- 
tntion  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  after  the  word  <* committee,"  in  Article  12, 
Section  1,  (new  edition) : 

"  When  a  Mnson,  who  is  affiliated  in  any  Lodge  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  State,  shall  remove  his  citizenship  or 
residence  from  this  to  another  State,  or  establishes  permanent  business 
relations  in  such  other  State,  the  Lodge  nearest  such  residence  or  place 
of  busioess  may,  at  its  option,  take  and  have  penal  jurisdiction  over 
him,  and  may  reprimand,  suspend  or  expel  him,  after  due  trial  accord- 
ing to  il«  own  by-laws  and  the  constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  under 
which  said  Lodge  is  holden  ;  but  this  amendment  shall  only  apply  to 
such  jurisdictions  as  shall  accord  to  us  the  same  rights  and  like  privi- 
leges over  such  members  as  shall  come  from  their  jurisdictions  into 
our  own.'* 

BespectfoUy  submitted.  Chas.  Eointon, 

A.  B.  Boone. 

I  concnr  in  the  above  report,  except  that  part  which  claims  exclusive 
jurisdiction,  believing  that  where  a  mason  is  a  resident  of  another  juris- 
diction the  Lodge  of  which  he  is  a  member,  and  the  Lodge  in  whose 
jurisdiction  he  resides,  have  concurrent  jurisdiction,  and  the  Lodge  first 
preferring  charges  has  the  power  to  try.  BL  B.  Fbenoh. 

Moved  that  the  report  be  adopted,  which  motion  prevailed. 

Brother  French  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted, 
viz: 

Besolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Conference  of  this  Grand  Lodge, 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Tennessee,  be  instructed  to 
inform  the  latter  Committee,  now  in  attendance  on  this  Grand  Lodge, 
of  its  recent  action  on  the  subject  of  the  conflict  of  jurisdiction,  and 
express  to  them,  on  behalf  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  their  cordial  co-opera- 
tion in  the  effort  to  establish  and  maintain  friendly  relations  with  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Tennessee  ;  and  that  the  Grand  Secretary  be  instructed 
to  furnish  said  committee  with  a  certified  copy  of  said  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence  on  the  subject. 
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DeemiDg  this  case  and  controversy  to  be  of  paramoaDt  importaDce, 
both  as  regards  the  prineiplcK  involved  and  its  mode  of  adjustment,  we 
have  devoted  much  of  oar  Kentucky  space  to  its  elacidation.  ^Vhnt  we 
have  to  sjiy  further  of  these  proceedings  must,  therefore,  he  very  brief. 

Wo  see  the  intimation  in  the  minutes  of  some  serious  irregularity 
in  the  accounts  of  their  lute  Grand  Treasurer.  This  was  foreshadowed 
in  the  address  of  Grand  Master  Pettit  tor  1879,  when  he  objected  to  the 
previous  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  authorizing  the  Grand  Treasurer 
to  borrow  money,  to  cover  any  deficiency  of  revenue,  without  consulta- 
tion with  the  Grand  Master  or  any  other  officer  ;  money  was  borrowed 
under  that  resolution,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  is  responsible  for  it ;  but 
there  was'  no  deficit  to  meet,  except  that  of  a  defaulting  Treasury  offi- 
cial. 

The  following  resolution  is  suggestive  of  good  things  to  come,  in  the 
way  of  bequests  to  the  Home,  and  is  an  appropriate  acknowledgment  of 
favors  of  that  ilk  already  received  : 

liesolved,  That  a  memorial  page  be  set  aside  in  the  printed  proceed- 
ings of  this  Grand  Lodge,  suitably  inscribed,  to  the  memories  of 
Mrs.  Prudence  Duke,  of  Daviess  county,  and  T.  A.  Bailey,  of  Todd 
county ;  this  distinguishing  mark  being  called  forth  on  our  part  by 
their  munificent  bequests  to  that  Masonic  charity — the  Widows  and  Or- 
phans* Home  and  lufirmar}'. 

Brothers  T.  S.  Pettit,  Robert  Morris  and  Rev.  H.  R.  Coleman  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  the  memorials.. 

We  now  approach  Brother  Rob.  Morris*  excellent  general 

BEPOBT  OS   COBBERPONDENCE, 

with  one  only  regret,  and  that  is  our  inability  to  give  the  space  and 
elaborateness  of  comment,  which  it  really  merits,  for  reasons  above 
stated. 

His  review  comprises  the  proceedings  ot  most  of  the  American  Grand 
Lodges,  and  gives,  also,  interesting  tidings  from  Egypt,  Ireland,  and 
other  trans-Atlantic  jurisdictions.  Of  Alalmma,  1879,  59th  annual,  he 
says  pleasant  things,  whether  in  the  act  of  approving  or  objecting  to 
our  proceedings.  He  does  not  approve  of  Grand  Master  Armstrong's 
recommendation  to  prefer  charges  against  an  E.  A.  considered  immor- 
ally ineligible  for  advaucement  We  do  but  give  Brother  Morris  the 
benefit  of  the  space  needed  to  present  his  views  on  that  topic,  remarking 
that  Brother  Morris  seems  to  ignore  the  moral  reason  suggesting  the 
decision  of  Past  Grand  Master  Armstrong. 

Brother  Armstrong  has  fallen  into  what  we  d(>em  a  grave  error  in  his 
fourth  decision,  when  he  writes  that  if  a  brother  caHts  a  black  ball  upon 
an  application  tor  the  second  degree  he  may  be  rc'(|uire<l  to  make 
known  his  reasons  therefor  to  the  Lodge.  Surely  that  qucKtiou  ought 
not  again  to  be  opened.     It  is  enough   to  show   Brother  Arciistroug's 
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error  by  simply  asking  the  qnestion,  wbnt  is  the  nse  of  the  secret  bnllot 
at  all  if  the  voter  may  be  required  to  expose  it?  If  Brother  Armstrong 
meftOH  that  only  one  ballot  sboaM  be  required  for  the  three  degrees,  he 
falls  into  the  New  York  plan,  which  has  many  advocates.  Bui  let  us 
not  play  fast  and  loose  with  secrecy.  It  by  no  means  follows,  as 
Brother  Armstrong  suggests,  that  "if  unworthy  to  be  advanced  a  man 
is  unworthy  to  retain  what  bo  has,  and  should  be  tried  and  expelled.'' 
We  are  amazed  at  such  a  yion  sequiiur.  There  is  many  a  Mason  whose 
little  measure  will  be  just  filled  by  the  covenants  of  the  first  degree. 
He  is  a  good  Entered  Apprentice,  but  has  nothing  to  recommend  him  for 
the  degree  of  Fellow  Craft.  Each  degree  ought  to  be  considered  com- 
pute in  itself,  and  it  no  more  follows  that  an  Entered  Apprentice  is  enti- 
tled to  be  raised  a  Maister  Mason  than  that  a  Master  Mason  is  entitled 
to  be  created  a  Knight  Templar.  Else  why  three  sets  of  covenants? 
In  many  foreign  c-onntries  it  is  true  the  first  degree  is  made  to  cover 
nearly  the  whole  system  of  Blue  Lodge  Masonry,  so  that  after  initiation 
there  is  little  left  of  drama,  covenant  or  instruction.  In  such  a  condi- 
tion of  things  one  ballot  may  well  be  deemed  sufficient  for  the  whole. 
Bat  this  is  not  in  general  the  American  rule.  We  are  glad  to  see  that 
io  this  matter  the  Grand  Lodge  overruled  Brother  Armstrong's  de- 
cision. 

Brother  Armstrong  has  displayed  a  noble  zeal  in  visiting  the  Subor- 
dinate Lodges  of  his  jurisdiction;  no  less  than  tweuty-soveii  of  these 
bodies  having  heard  his  welcome  voice,  couuHeling,  warning,  exhort- 
ing, instructing  them  during  the  past  year.  There  is  nothing  in  Free- 
masonry better  than  this." 

Of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ireland  he  says: 

This  the  mother  Grand  Lodge  of  the  world,  having  been  founded  on 
the  3d  day  of  February,  1721) — on  the  occasion  of  the  laying  mnson- 
ically  on  that  day  of  the  foundation-stone  of  the  old  Irish  Parliament 
House  (at  present  used  as  the  Bank  of  Ireland.) 

The  present  Grand  Lodge  of  England  was  only  founded  in  Decem- 
ber, 1813,  on  the  junction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Ancients  and 
Moderns.  That  of  Scotland  in  173(),  seven  years  after  the  Irish  Grand 
Lodge. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Ireland,  as  mentioned  in  our  last  report,  pub- 
lishes no  Proceedings;  but  from  the  Irish  Freemason  Calendar  it  ap- 
pears the  Grand  Officers  have  continued  in  office,  the  custom  being 
not  to  change  them  save  triennially,  although  they  are  annually 
elected. 

From  the  report  of  the  Masonic  Orphan  Boys'  School,  Ireland,  for 
the  year  1879,  we  learn  that  the  financial  condition  of  the  school  is 
most  satisfactory;  that  on  first  January,  1879,  the  capital  stock  to  the 
credit  of  the  school  amounted  in  value  to  .£11087-19- G;  that  an  in- 
crease in  the  annual  income  of  the  school  had  taken  place,  amounting 
o  the  sum  of  £400.  As  compared  with  the  previous  year  the  number 
of  pnpils  in  the  school  had  been  increased  from  twenty-four  to  thirty. 
The  report  further  states  that  owing  to  the  prosperous  state  of  the  funds 
and  the  suitableness  of  Adelaide  Hall,  in  which  it  is  located,  it  was 
recommended  that  the  number  of  the  boys  should  be  increased  to 
forty—being  nearly  double  the  number  of  boys  receiving  the  benefit  of 
the  school  in  previous  years. 

His  remarks  in  the  beginning  of  his  report  on  the  characteristics  of  a 
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liying  as  contrasted  with  the  Rymptoms  of  a  deceased  Lodge,  are  inter- 
estiDg,  and  so  also  are  his  oonclading  words  referring  to  the  New  York 
and  Connecticat  'Hmpleasantness,**  bat  we  cannot  repeat  them. 

OBAMB  OFFICEBS: 

M.  W.  Bro.  W.  La  Bae  Thomas Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Bro.  Hiram  Bassett  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Namber  of    Lodges 510. 

L0UI8UNA- 

We  give  welcome  to  these  tidings  from  oar  near  neighbor  of  Loais- 
iana.  The  brochure  containing  them  being  attractively  ornamented  by 
a  frontal  engraving,  reminding  xu  pleasantly  of  the  handsome  features 
of  P.  G.  M.  Samnel  M.  Todd;  who,  besides  being  a  mach  valued  friend, 
was  also  one  of  oar  sponsors  when  we  received  the  bapU$m  of  light  in 
old  HowABD  (No.  69  of  Alal>ama)  in  days  lang  syne.  We  are  still  of 
the  family  circle  of  the  old  mother  Lodge,  while  he  has  long  travded 
in  foreign  eountrieSt  earning  Mfisler*8  wages  all  the  while,  *till  now,  in 
the  evening  of  life  and  among  the  Brethren  of  his  adopted  jnrisdiction, 
ho  is  eiijoying  in  well  merited  abandance,  not  only  the  worldly  com- 
forts which  follow  honest  industry,  bat  also  those  honors  and  rewards 
which  await  the  earnest  and  skilled  craftsman,  the  tnie  and  npright 
Mason. 

Honored  at  home  and  abroad  as  a  patriot,  a  nsefal  citizen,  a  wise  and 
accomplished  Freemason,  long  may  he  live  to  enjoy  in  fall  froition  the 
pleasares  and  rewards  of  his,  heretofore,  active,  nsefal  and  not  nn- 
eventfal  life. 

The  proceedings  alluded  to  record  the  doings  of  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Lodge  of  Louisiana  at  its  Sixty-ninth  Annual  Communication,  held  in 
New  OaiiBANS,  February  the  14th.  A.  D.  1881. 

Present  and  presiding,  M.  W.  Edwin  Marks,  Grand  Master,  all  Grand 
Officers  stationed,  and  fifty-one  chartered  Lodges  (of  145  total)  rep- 
resented. 

We  note  also  the  presence  of  several  P.  G.  Officers,  and  many  Grand 
Bepresentatives,  among  whom  P.  G.  M.  Samuel  Bi.  Todd  is  recorded 
as  doing  duty,  in  that  position,  for  Alabama. 

We  cull  from  Grand  Master  Marks'  practical  and  appropriate  address 
the  following  items  and  suggestions  as  of  particular  interest: 

He  announces  the  death,  March  Ist,  1880,  of  P.  D.  G.  M.  Sidney  G. 
Pabsons,  and  alludes  to  him  as  having  been  a  worthy  and  exemplary 
Mason. 

Announces  the  destruction  by  fire  of  two  Lodge  halls  and  of  one  by 
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a  tornado.  In  the  fire  which  destroyed  one  of  these  bnildings,  Bro. 
W.  Hood,  Treasurer  of  the  Lodge,  lost  his  life,  while  trying  to  save 
property.  The  G.  M.  says  *  ^these  repetited  disasters  should  admonish 
all  Lodges  to  have  their  properties  insured/'  from  which  we  jndge  that 
there  was  no  insurance  to  cover  the  above  losses. 

He  gives  assurance  of  continued  friendly  "relations  with  Grand 
Bodies  with  whom  we  have  been  on  terms  uf  amity  heretofore." 

Welcomes  the  information  of  the  union  perfected  in  Cuba,  closing  the 
Colon-Cuba  controversy,  and  congratulates  Quebec  on  the  restoration  of 
harmony  within  her  jurisdiction,  alluding  to  this  event  as  *'the  acqui- 
sition of  her  just  rights"  and  the  "vindication  of  the  American  doc- 
trine of  Grand  Lodge  territorial  sovereignty.*'    In  this  we  concur. 

Was  not  required  to  decide  "any  new  point"  during  the  year— all 
ordinary  questions  "involving  law*'  having  been  satisfactorily  answered 
by  ■'a  reference  to  onr  complete  existing  code." 

Speaks  of  continued  difficulties  in  the  Lodges  in  enforcing  collection 
of  the  per  capita  assessments  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  recommends 
changes  in  the  edicts  to  aid  Lodges  in  forcing  unwilling  members  to 
pay  the  tax.  This  is  one  of  the  disagreeable  results  of  debt,  origina- 
ting in  a  Masonic  Tkmple  enterprise,  we  think. 

He  says  of 

FINANCES. 

By  reference  to  the  books  of  the  Grand  Lodge  through  the  Commit- 
tee on  Audit  and  Accounts,  I  am  enabled  to  impart  the  gratifying  in- 
formation of  the  net  decrease  of  the  liabilities  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
forty-three  hundred  and  thirteen  dollars  and  eighty  cents  ($4313  80). 
This  is  the  first  year  since  the  inception  of  the  debt,  and  in  an  entire 
period  of  twelve  years,  that  such  an  announcement  has  been  made. 
The  jurisdiction  is  to  be  congrntulated  upon  this  first  tangible  evidence 
of  their  foresight  in  the  establishment  of  the  per  capita  assessment, 
which,  with  its  continuation  and  proper  economy  in  the  management 
of  our  affairs,  is  probably  to  result  in  about  the  same  annual  diminu- 
bon,  finally  approximating  in  a  total  decrease  of  $20,000  in  indebted- 
ness by  the  time  of  maturity  of  our  bonds  in  1884.         •  •  • 

Movements  have  been  made  during  the  year  on  the  part  of  the  Board 
of  Grand  Lodge  Hall  Directors  to  dispose  of  certain  properties,  which 
fiailed  from  causes  not  necessary  to  mention.  The  Board,  as  the  direct 
custodians  of  your  interest,  at  all  times  fully  arppreciate  the  necessity 
of  disposing  of  portions  of  our  real  estate  burdens  inside  of  a  sacrifice. 
The  general  tone  of  the  real  estate  market  has  possibly  become  more 
cheerful,  but  at  the  same  time  no  positive  increase  of  values  has  taken 
place,  except  in  sporadic  cases.  Potent  causes  are  at  work,  doubtless 
to  be  felt  in  the  near  future,  which  induce  the  belief  that  the  normal 
prosperity  of  the  city  is  to  be  regained,  and,  as  a  necessary  conse- 
qnenoe,  onr  eligible  properties  will  receive  enhancement. 

There  is  nothing  in  our  present  situation  to  give  us  disquietude, 
but  ou  the  contrary,  many  things  to  encourage  the  hope  that  "the 
worst  is  over.** 
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Of  the  general  condition  of  the  craft,  he  speaks  encoaragingly,  and 
we  infer  that  the  tax  levy,  snperindaced  by  former  errors  in  incarring 
debts,  is  the  only  "anpleasautness"  in  this  jnrisdiction,  and  in  this  re- 
gard the  Grand  Master  says  he  is — 

Thankfal  that,  though  a  falling  off  has  occnrred  in  oar  nambers 
from  a  prompt  execution  of  onr  laws  on  delinquency,  yet  we  are  un- 
aware of  any  marked  moral  retrogression  in  the  body  of  the  Craft. 
And  after  all,  the  latter  is  the  palladium  of  Masonry,  for  when  the  gen- 
eral tone  of  the  Fraternity  is  reduced,  and  its  standard,  according  to 
its  Text  BookM  is  lowered,  then  let  its  death-knell  be  sounded.  True, 
it  is,  that  numerous  individual  instances  present  themselves  from  year 
to  year  in  all  jurisdictions,  whereby  the  unfair  inference  is  deduced 
that  such  eventuality  has  occurred.  But  not  so !  Individual  derelic- 
tion and  falling  from  grace  is  observable  in  the  bodies  of  all  Churches^ 
and  why  not.  then,  with  as?  The  moral  taint  that  accompanies  the 
crime  of  turpitude,  fails  to  stain  the  Fraternity,  bat  should  iuefiaceably 
mark  the  perpetrator. 

The  Grand  Lodge  at  its  last  Communication  omitted  needful  legisla- 
tion on  the  important  question  of  G.  L.  responsibility  for  the  debts  of 
subordinate  Lodges,  and  the  G.  M.  calls  their  attention  to  this  subject 
with  a  view  to  remedy  the  neglect.  We  infer  that  an  edict  or  constitu- 
tional amendment  declaring  the  fact  of  non-participancy  in  such  **haz- 
ardous  enterprises"  on  the  part  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  is  what  is  needed 
to  prevent  any  legal  assumption  of  responsibility.  Perhaps  a  responsi- 
bility of  the  kind  may  be  legally  inferred  (law  is  very  accommodating 
* 'nowadays"  except  when  c«illed  upon  to  protect  the  poor)  from  the 
power  of  the  Grand  to  control  the  Subordinate  Lodge,  and  if  such  an 
occurrence  is  possible,  it  were  well  to  provide  suitable  barriers  against 
the  inference  supposed.  The  Grand  Secretary's  report  is  as  usual  full 
of  interesting  details  of  the  jurisdiction  for  the  past  masonic  year,  and 
it  is  from  these  statistics  that  the  **trne  inwardness'*  of  the  situation  is 
discoverable.  Bro.  Batchelor  has  evidently  a  very  arduous  and  respon- 
sible position,  and  we  are  inclined  to  give  him  credit  for  efficient  agency 
in  the  improved  condition  of  the  finances  and  for  other  indications  of 
prosperity  noticed  by  the  Grand  Ma^iter  as  characterising  the  year  then 
just  clofie<l.  Bro.  B.  has  a  deal  of  figuring  to  do  in  keeping  the  record 
of  debt,  interest,  property,  income,  disbursements,  et  al,  of  a  G.  L. 
owning  valuable  realty,  but  largely  in  debt  and  compelled,  in  addition 
to  rents  and  annual  lodge  dues,  to  resort  to  special  per  capita  assess- 
ments to  keep  hungry  creditors  satisfied  and  reduce  the  burden  of  debt. 
He  seems,  however,  to  fill  the  bill,  admirably,  and  *<still  the  wonder 
grows"  how  an  M.  D.  can  be  so  proficient  an  accountant.  The  income 
of  the  G.  L.  for  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1880,  was  $20,526.53,  of  which 
$5,045.50  was  derived  from  the  per  capita  tax. 


1881.]  APPENDIX.  157 

Tbe  Committee  on  Cobbespondence  reported  tbe  follow! og  renolu- 
tions,  viz: 

Resoli^  That  tbe  Grand  Lodf^e  of  LoniKianii  heartily  wolcomeH  the 
United  Grand  Lodge  of  Colon  and  the  Island  of  (-iilm  into  the  hiKter- 
hoodof  Grand  Lodges,  and  herewith  tenders  MaKOuic  recognition  and 
exteods  fraternal  relations. 

Resdved^  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  LoaiHiuna  hnils,  with  Hinoere 
pleasure,  the  intelligence  that  the  unhnppy  difftTtnceH  so  long  existing 
betweeu  the  venerable  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotlaud  and  the  Grund  Lodge 
of  Qaebec  have  been  amicat>ly  jidjusted,  fervently  hoping  that  this  ex- 
Anaple  will  b©  followed  by  all  Grand  Lodges  in  conflict  with  each  other, 
to  tbe  end  that  peace  and  harmony  may  everywhere  prevail. 

WILLIAM  A.  IJliAINERD, 

For  the  Committee. 

The  resolntions  were  discnssed  on  the  day  appointed  for  their  special 

coDsideration,  resulting  aa  follows,  as  the  minutes  inform  us: 

Od  motion,  the  first  resolution,  relative  to  the  United  Grand  Lodge 
of  Colon  and  Island  of  Cuba,  was  laid  over  for  consideration  at  the 
next  Annual  Grand  Communication.  The  second  resolution,  relative 
to  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Scotland  and  Quebec,  on  motion,  was 
■dopted. 

We  are  a  little  surprised  at  this  action  on  the  Colon-Cuba  question 
M,  M  tbe  record  fails  even  to  hint  at  nn  explanation,  we  ask  our  Bro. 
chairman  to  tell  us  why  it  was  thus  ordered? 

We  feared  when  recording  the  fact  that  only  .'>1,  of  145,  Lodges  were 
fepresented  that  some  legislative  difficulty  would  arise  during  the  ses- 
sion for  want  of  a  quorum  of  Lodges,"  and  it  did,  as  the  following 
miDnte  describes: 

Tbe  roll  of  Lodges  was  called,  when  it  was  found  that  only  fifty 
Lodges  wese  present,  and  not  a  sufficient  number  to  act  upon  an  amend- 
ment to  the  constitution.  Therefore,  consideration  of  tbe  said  amend- 
ment was  deferred  until  the  requisite  number  of  Lodges  l>e  present  to 
act  upon  the  same. 

One  of  the  duties  of  *'the  Committee  on  Masonic  Law  and  Jurispru- 
dence" of  this  Grand  Lodge,  is  thrtt  of  examining  the  By-Laws  of  Sub- 

* 

ordinate  Lodges.  This  is  an  eminently  wise  and  prudent  regulation, 
for  no  more  important  duty  can  come  before  any  committee  of  a  G.  L. 
than  that  of  deciding  upon  the  validity  and  appropriateness  of  such 
regulations  either  adopted  by  a  newly  organized  Lodge  or  amended  by 
one  of  older  creation,  and  the  habit  of  ainendittfj  By-Laws  is  an  increas- 
ing evil.  In  some  Grand  Ijodges,  our  own  among  the  number,  thi» 
dnty  is  assigned  to  a  special  committee,  appointed  at  each  annual  com- 
manication,  but  we  confess  to  a  decided  preference  for  the  Louisiana 
method  of  referring  the  validity  of  Lodge  By-Laws  to  the  most  capa- 
ble and  responsible,  in  theory  at  least,  law  committee  of  the  Grand 
Body. 
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A  resolatioQ  reflating  proxies  was  adopted,  by  a  large  vote,  reqoi- 
riDg  that: 

The  proxy  mast  be  a  Master  Mason  in  good  standing,  a  member  of 
some  Ijodge  within  the  jnrisdiction  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  residing 
in  the  same  Masonic  District  with  the  brother  appointing  him,  or  a 
member  of  the  same  Lodge;  Provided,  that  no  one  shall  be  permitted 
to  hold  a  proxy  irom  more  than  one  Lodge,  and  no  proxy  shall  be 
issned  in  blank . 

Whereupon  the  6.  S.,  who  voted  against  the  regulation,  made  in- 
qairy  and  was  answered  as  follows  : 

The  Grand  Secretary  asked  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  to  define  nnder 
the  law  **a  blank  proxy. '  That  if  a  W.  M.  or  Warden  inclosed  a 
proxy  filled,  all  except  the  **name,"  in  a  letter  to  the  Grand  Secretary 
or  any  other  brother,  aathorizing  and  reqaesting  him  to  fill  in  the 
**name,"  of  said  proxy,  woald  snch  proxy  be  considered  a  blank  proxy? 
The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  decided  that  it  woold  be  a  blank  proxy,  and 
that  the  rutme  must  be  inserted  by  the  party  making  the  proxy. 

A  proposition  to  discontinae  payment  of  $750.00  to  **Gom.  on  Work" 
was  made  and  "laid  over  for  consideration  at  the  next  annual  com- 
munication.** 

We  must  respectfully  ask  Bro.  Batchelor  to  observe,  on  his  list  of 
Grand  Representatives,  page  190  of  his  last  proceedings,  an  error  in 
naming  the  G.  B.  of  Louisianii  for  Alabame^  which  is  printed  Klopton 
instead  of  Cloftoii,  and  in  return  we  will  petition  Bro.  Sayre  to  do  a 
like  act  of  justice  to  the  Alabama  Bepresentative  to  Louisiana,  and 
restore  to  Bro.  Todd  his  original,  and  we  suppose  preferred,  name  of 
Samuel  M*,  now  and  for  several  years  changed  by  our  printer  to  Sam- 
uel H.  This  little  breach  of  etiquette  being  satisfactorily  repaired  we 
see  no  good  reason  why  former  cordial  relations  between  the  two  Grand 
Bodies  should  not  be  fully  restored,  satisfied  as  we  are  that  this  recipro- 
cal filching  of  good  names  had  no  intent  of  robbery  or  disrespect 

On  pages  194  to  205  inclusive,  we  find  an  exceedingly  interesting 
table,  frequently  observed  before  but  not  heretofore  noticed  in  our  re- 
port, entitled  an  ''Historical  table  of  Lodges  which  founded  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Louisiana,  and  those  created  by  it  since  its  foundation." 
This  table  accurately  kept  will  prove  an  invaluable  historical  record  to 
the  Lodges  and  jurisdiction  immediately  interested,  and  is  also  a  val- 
uable contribution  to  general  masonic  history. 

The  general 

BEPOBT  ON  COBRESPONDENCB 

was  presented  by  Bro.  Willium  A.  Rrainerd  for  the  committee,  and  if 
its  defects  were  more  numerous  than  its  beauties,  which  is  not  the  case 
by  any  means,  we  would  not  dispniise  it,  for  alas !  our  good  Brother 
now  rests  from  labor,  and  is  at  refreshment  above. 
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This,  his  last  labor  as  a  correspondent,  claims  our  respectful  and 
sad  consideration,  for  in  it  be,  though  dead,  yet  speaketh. 

Of  the  circamstances  attending  his  demise  we  are  not  informed, 
nor  do  we  know  the  date  thereof ;  but  we  are  assured  by  reliable 
authority  that  his  is  now  '*a  vaniHhed  hAud,"  and  "a  voice  that  is 
stilled,*'  as  far  as  earthly  associations  are  concerned.  As,  to  us,  the 
grave  is  bat  the  open  door  to  eternal  life,  the  symbol,  yea  the  fact 
of  the  resurrection,  it  is  not  ours  to  voice  these  parting  words  in 
tones  of  lamentation  and  grief.  We  prefer  in  the  presence  of  this 
miscalled  monster,  death,  to  rejoice  that  another  is  exalted,  that 
mortality  has  again  put  on  immortality,  and  that  another  weary 
Cniftsman  has  entered  the  rest  of  the  Holy  of  Holies. 


Our  ascended  Brother,  in  his  last  reportorial  labors,  begins  by  an- 
nouncing a  change  of  method,  as  follows : 

Your  Committee  have  not  followed  the  beaten  path  made  by  their  pre- 
decessors, nor  adopted  the  practice  of  their  contemporaries  in  writing 
this  report.  So  iaras  posRible  they  have  confined  themselves  to  concise 
abstracts,  without  arrogating  the  power  of  making  law  or  revising  the 
acts  of  Grand  Masters  and  Grand  Lodges,  as  many  of  our  better 
iDformed  brethren  are  too  much  in  the  habit  of  doing.  Comment 
baa  been  made  whenever  the  importance  of  the  subject  under  con- 
nderation  seemed  to  demand  it,  and,  in  this,  scrupulous  care  has 
been  taken  not  to  overstep  legitimate  bounds.  Especially  have  we 
avoided,  reproducing  personal  compliments,  which,  nowever  pleasant 
to  the  recipient,  prove  tiresome  and  annoying  to  the  general  reader. 

And  closes  thos — 

CONCLUSION. 

Our  work  is  done !  would  that  we  could  say  well  done  ;  but  such  as  it 
is  we  give  it  to  our  brethren,  trusting  that  the  mantle  of  charity  will 
cover  its  many  imperfections.  Quality,  rather  than  quantity,  has  been 
our  aim  while  writing  the  preceding  pages.  We  may  have  reduced  the 
one  at  the  expense  of  the  other. 
Fraternally  submitted. 

WILLIAM  ALBION  BRAINERD. 

Fur  the  Committee. 

And  we  find  the  report  a  realization  of  his  prophetic  opening  paragraph, 
as  above  copied.  We  do  not,  however,  discover  tl^e  *' many  imperfec- 
tions'* deprecated  in  his  conclusion. 

The  report  takes  in  the  proceedings  of  most  of  the  American  Grand 
Lodges  for  1880,  in  a  concise  and  comprehendive  way,  and  includes  a 
review  of  the  Alabama  report  for  1879,  which  roceives  due  and  friendly 
consideration.     He  inferentially  objects  to  the  brevity  of  Grand  Master 
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Armstrou^'H  address,  and  supports  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  in 
disapproviug  the  Gmud  ALister's  decit^ion  aueut  the  propriety  of  prefer- 
ring cbar$:;e8  against  an  E.  A.  whose  advancement  may  be  opposed  for 
reasons  affecting  his  moral  character,  i^. 

He  discovered  before  closing  his  report,  that  we  had  good  reason  to 
infer,  when  writing  in  1870,  that  the  Scotland -Quebec  unpleasantness 
was  approaching  a  satisfactory  solution.  It  is  a  matter  ot  the  past  now, 
but  we  may  here  remark  that  our  anticipations  of  that  year,  so  happily 
realized  in  188CM<1,  were  suggested  by  private  advices  of  efforts  likely 
to  avail  in  bringing  about  the  settlement  since  perfected.  In  conclusion 
we  may  s:iy  of  the  deceased  scribe,  in  the  expressive  language  of  the 
ritual,  **Alas  my  Brother!"  and  express  the  hope  that  we  maj'  in  due 
time  meet  again,  whore  the  "sweet  sorrow"  of  parting  gives  place  to 
the  joy  of  endless  associntion  in  the  real  life. 

GRAND   OFFICEBS. 

M.  W.  Brother  William  R.  Whitaker Gnind  Master. 

R.  \V.  Brother  J.  C.  Batchelor,  M.  D.  (re-electod) Grand  Secretary. 

Whole  number  of  Lodges  145. 

MAINE.  J  881. 

This  volume,  reporting  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Maine 
at  its  MixtV' second  Grand  Annual  communication,  held  at  PoRTLAKn, 
May  3d,  A.  D  1881,  is  full  of  good  words  representing  works',  ways  and 
thoughts  well  worth}'  of  consideration  in  other  jurisdictions. 

Present  at  this  communication  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Charles  Colla- 
more,  with  all  Grand  Officers,  except  W.  S.  G.  Deacon,  in  station,  and 
170  (of  182)  chartered  Lodges  represented.  We  note,  too.  the  presence 
of  Grand  Representatives  from  many  Grand  I^odges,  Brother  Josiab  H. 
Drummond.  P.  G.  Master,  doing  the  honors  in  that  position  for  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama. 

After  the  usual  proceedings  preliminar}'  to  organization  and  the  adop- 
tion of  resfilutit)Ds,  one  tlmuking  the  Telephone  ("ompany  for  an  instru- 
ment placed  in  the  Hall  for  the  use  of  the  Grand  Body,  and  another 
expressing  sympathy  ff>r  P.  G.  M.  Joseph  C.  Stevens,  who  was  detained 
at  home  htmenting  the  recent  death  of  his  wife,  the  Grand  Lodge  was 
addressed  by  Grind  Mister  Colhimore  in  an  appropriate  and  interesting 
annual  message. 

Hti  alludes  leeliiigly  to  the  departure  of  - 
1{.  W.  Brother  F.  Loriiig  Talbot,  P.  S.  G.  W.    Died  November  10.  1880. 
U    W.   Brother  IVleg  Spragae,  P.  D.  G.  M.     Died  October  13,  1880. 
Both  of  them  men  of  eminence  in  their  social  and  civil,  as  well  as 
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muonic,  positions.     Aftor  a  specially  appropriate  allusion  to  each,  be 
Mys  of  them  jointly  : 

We  moam  for  these  Brethren  as  lost  We  speak  of  them  as  dead . 
Viewing  the  anaccomplished  work  laid  oat  by  these  busy  bands,  the 
breaking  np  of  happy  hoasebolds,  the  sandering  of  earthly  ties,  we 
know  there  is  loss— there  is  bereaTement— there  is  great  sorrow.  But, 
with  the  beaatifal  teacbiugs  of  our  Fraternity  deep  in  our  hearts,  with 
the  eye  of  faith  piercing  the  future,  we  can  not  but  feel  that  they  have 
"just  hegnn  to  live." 

We  alluded  in  our  last  report,  very  briefly,  to  the  decease  of  Brother 
Fnnch,  and  now  renew  our  notice  of  that  regretable  event,  by  copying 
the  following  tribute  to  his  memory,  reproduced  by  Grand  Master  Col- 
lunore,  from  the  minutes  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  District  of  Go- 

Inmbia : 

This  (jrand  Lodge  desires  to  place  on  record  a  testimonial  of  the  pro- 
found regret  with  which  it  received  the  intelligence  uf  the  death  of 
Hon.  EzBA.  Babtlbtt  Fbknch,  Second  Auditor  of  the  United  States  Treas- 
^1  which  occurred  in  this  city,  April  24,  1880. 

Brother  French  had  been  for  several  years  before  his  death  Grand 
Bepresentative  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Maine  near  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
the  Dislrict  of  Columbia  ;  and  although  bis  public  duties  in  the  labori- 
008  position  of  Auditor  of  all  the  Military  Accounts  of  the  Government 
did  Dot  permit  him  to  participate  actively  in  masonic  affairs,  yet  he. 
^wayg  acknowledged  with  pride  his  allegiance  to  the  FiBternity,  and 
ftttracted  the  respect  and  affection  of  its  members. 

Ve  honor  bis  memory  as  that  of  a  long  tried,  able,  just  and  faithful 
public  officer  ;  and  as  a  man  endowed  with  all  the  virtues  that  form  the 
ci^B^acter  of  the  citizen  and  the  Christian. 

Redirect  that  this  minute  be  entered  upon  our  journitlrand  commu- 
nicaled  to  our  Sister  Grand  Lodge  of  Maine,  with  the  assurance  of  our 
UDceraand  fraternal  sympathy  in  the  loss  she  has  sustained  by  the 
death  of  our  distinguished  and  revered  brother. 

He  reports  only  two  decisions,  (albeit,  "  the  usual  largo  number  of 
QQCfltions*'  were  received  and  answered)  as  of  general  importance. 
^^686  relate  to  ''jurisdiction  or  residence.'*  Parties  who  were  natives 
^  the  State,  after  long  residence  abroad,  applied,  while  temporarily 
*9JoarDing  at  the  old  homesteads,  for  the  degrees  in  the  nearest  Lodges 
^^reto.  These  applications  he  decided  should  be  refused  oil  the  ground 
^t  one  year's  residence  in  the  State  and  six  months  within  the  juris- 
teoQ  of  the  Lodge  applied  to,  was  the  legal  requirement  in  all  cases, 
^d  must  be  enforced. 
He  is  still  reluctant  to  grant  dispensations  for  new  Lodges  and  says 

i^ine  judicious  things  thereanent,  and  also  wisely  counsels  against  debt 

^d  extravagance,  as  follows  : 

Upon  the  subject  of  new  Lodges  I  desire  to  repeat— if  possible,  with 
greater  emphasis — my  remarks  of  last  year.  My  extensive  correspond- 
ence with  all  parts  of  the  jurisdiction,  the  reports  of  the  District  Depu- 

11 
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ties,  and  the  opportoDities  for  observation  which  my  position  has  giren 
me,  Htrengtben  and  confirm  my  belief  that  we  have  already  too  many 
Loilges,  and  that  any  increase  at  present  would  be  fraagbt  with  danger 
to  the  well-being  of  the  institntion.  In  many  cases,  old  Lodges,  which 
were  established  with  ample  jurisdiction,  and  which  were  once  strong 
and  prosperoas,  have  been  effectaally  strangled  by  new  Lodges  catting 
down  their  jnrisdiotion  and  drawing  off  th^ir  members,  till  they  are 
now  poor  and  langaishing. 

The  considenition  of  this  subject  leads  me  to  another,  to  which  I 
desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  that  is  Lodge  In- 
debtedness. The  aggregate  indebtedness  ol  our  subordinates,  could  it 
be  ascertained,  I  am  satisfied  would  be  found  sufficiently  large  to  startle 
even  the  most  thoughtless.  From  all  sections  comes  up  the  cry,  *'  We 
are  in  debt."  For  a  strong  Lodge,  with  a  large  and  available  member- 
ship, a  small  debt  would  not  be  a  burden  ;  but  in  the  weaker  Lodges,  it 
is  a  serious  matter.  It  furnishes  an  excuse  for  the  reception  of  doubt- 
ful candidates  :  it  cripples  our  charities  :  it  debars  Lodges  from  devel- 
oping the  social  element,  already  too  much  neglected :  and  it  causes 
prudent  Brethren  to  withdraw  from  the  institution.  I  am  not  aware 
that  the  Grand  Lodge  has  any  law  or  regulation  which  would  bring  the 
matter  under  its  control,  and  yet  the  Grand  Lodge  is,  in  the  main,  res- 
ponsible for  the  whole  matter.  It  chargf^  a  large  charter  fee.  It  pre- 
scribes that  the  working  tools  and  paraphernalia  must  be  in  keeping 
with  the  dignity  of  the  Fraternity.  It  says  to  the  Lodges  that  they 
should  by  all  means  have  halls  of  their  own  ;  and  yet  it  goes  on  grant- 
ing charters  to  any  fifteen  or  twenty  Masons,  who  may  be  induced  to 
sign  a  petition,  with  hardly  a  question  as  to  whether  the  Brethren  are 
able  to  furnish  these  things.  In  many  cases,  as  is  well  known,  the 
money  necessary  to  furnish  new  Lodges  has  been  borrowed. 

While  we  approve  the  above  suggestive  remarks,  we  do  not  qnite 
agree  with  him  in  the  remedy  proposed  in  the  following  sentence,  viz : 

Let  it  be  the  policy  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  sustain  strong  lodges  in 
business  centres;  lodges  which  would  attract  and  which  could  com- 
mand tue  services  of  the  ablest  and  best  men  in  the  section — men  who 
could  comprehend,  and  would  teach  Masonry.  Such  lodges  could  have 
ample  accommodations  and  beautiful  surroundings,  with  but  little 
effort  Kot  being  hampered  by  debt,  they  could  extend  the  hand  of 
charity  to  all  deserving  objects.  *  Such  lodges  would  ha  creditable  to 
the  Craft  and  a  power  for  good  in  the  community.  Their  expenses 
would  be  nominal.  They  could  select  their  work,  and  offer  something 
to  the  Brethren,  which  would  cause  them  to  value  membership  therein 
as  an  honor  and  a  pleasure,  rather  than  a  burden. 

It  seems  to  us  that  such  restriction  to  ''business  centers*'  ignores  the 
laboring  wrcwnference  where,  alike  with  those  of  the  centre,  men  are 
equally  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  masonry  and  where,  too,  our  fraternal 
bonds  and  privileges  are  as  highly  prized,  and  as  constantly  lived  up 
to  as  elsewhere.  If  any  thing,  we  prefer  the  miisoury  of  the  rural  dis- 
tricts (the  circumference)  to  that  of  the  cities  and  towns,  and  always 
delight  to  see  a  Lodge  in  the  wilderuess,  ¥rith  its  pleasant  assurance 
that  the  light,  tho'  scattered  among  widely  separated   individual  reel- 


1881.]  APPENDIX.  163 

dents,  is  yet  on  occasion  easily  concentrated  npon  the  altar  of  this, 
sopposed,  isolated  bat  consecrated  bnilding.  Let  as  not  neglect  the 
ooantry  Lodges,  'bot  plan  alike  for  the  improvement  of  those  in  the 
Imsif  maris  and  in  the  quiet  groveSy  where  the  primitive  virtaes  tend  pe- 
eoliarly  to  foster  the  growth  of  masonic  graces.  Pradence,  fortitade, 
ind  virtue  are  required  to  sustain  all  Lodge  enterprises,  and  all  can 
eqoally  learn  the  lessons  requisite  to  the  organization  and  establish- 
ment of  a  strong  and  useful  Lodge.  Then  let  us  have  lodges  wherever, 
and  wheoever,  the  requisite  number  of  good  and  true  craftsmen  can  be 
found.  It  is  to  the  poor  that  this  gospel  of  good- will  is,  also,  preached, 
and  it  should  sound  along  the  by-paths  as  well  as  in  the  thorough- 
fiares. 

Some  remarks  of  the  6.  M.  in  his  address  for  1880  had  been  miscon- 
ceived aud  he  thus  explains  his  meaning,  in  respect  to  them,  viz: 

Before  leaving  this  subject,  I  desire  to  trespass  a  moment  upon  your 
patience,  in  a  word  explanatory  of  a  passage  in  my  address  of  last 
year,  which  was  misunderstood— probably  from  my  imperfect  manner 
of  patting  it — and  somewhat  unfavorably  criticised.  In  speaking  of 
the  many  new  secret  societies,  with  which  we  have  perhaps  been 
brought  into  competion,  I  remarked: 

**We  must  also  talce  into  account  that  a  great  many  masons  belong 
to  some  or  all  of  these  societies,  and,  as  I  have  before  said,  having 
been  taught  none  of  the  principles  of  Masonry,  naturally  remain  long- 
est with  those  which  seem  to  afford  the  most  amusement,  or  the  most 
and  quickest  return  for  the  money  invested.'* 

This  has  been  misunderstood  to  moan  that  I  would  debar  masons 
from  connecting  themselves  with  other  societies.  Such  was  not  my 
thoaght — far  from  it  I  k)elieve  in  a  man's  giving  his  efforts  wherever 
good  is  to  be  accomplished.  My  argument  was  directed  against  making 
masons,  without  instructing  them — against  hurrying  them  through  for 
the  sake  of  the  fees.  I  believe  in  thoroughly-taught  masons;  not  only 
in  the  ritual,  but  the  symbolism  and  principles  of  masonry;  and  I  be- 
lieve, too,  that  a  mason  so  taught,  no  matter  what  society  he  may  join, 
will  ever  find  that  his  strongest  attachment  will  be  masonry. 

He  concludes  with  a  brief  but  emphatic  expression  of  thanks  to  his 
eo-laborers  for  willing  and  efficient  co-operation  in  his  administrative 
labors,  and  adds: 

Especially  to  our  venerable  Grand  Secretary,  who  is  a  tower  of 
strength  upon  which  inexperienced  Grand  ^^ters  may  lean  with 
safety. 

The  hours  I  have  spent  in  the  Grand  Lodge  I  recall  as  among  the 
most  pleasant  of  my  life;  the  friendships  formed  here  the  most  valuable, 
and  I  trust  the  most  lasting.  I  shall  ever  retain  a  lively  interest  in  the 
Grand  Lodge  and  the  success  of  our  Fraternity. 

The  financial  reports  show  a  healthy  condition  in  that  department, 
the  involvement  by  ex-Grand  Treasurer  Dodge's  default  notwithstand- 
ing.   The  balances  are  ail  on  the  righl  side  (which  in  this  instance  is 
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the  lefl)  and  they  Are  large  enough  to  be  asefnl,  comfortably  so.  The 
returns,  and  Reports  of  District  D.  G.  Masters,  both-  indicate  the  good 
and  healthy  state  of  the  Craft  and  their  T^odges;  the  footings,  however, 
showing  no  material  increase  of  members  over  the  previous  year. 

The  Committee  on  Returns  compliment  ''the  Secretaries  of  Lodges,** 
generally,  for  accuracy  in  preparing,  and  promptness  in  sending  in 
returns. 

The  following  resolution  is  good  in  purpose  and  likely  to  secure  de- 
sirable information,  etc 

Resolvtfl,  That  lodgt^  be  requested  to  forward  to  the  Grand  Secretary 
two  copies  of  their  By-Laws,  if  printed,  for  the  Library  ot  the  Grand 
Lodge.  Also  that  they  be  directed),  whenever  they  print  By-Laws  in 
the  tuture,  to  forward  two  copies  to  the  Grand  Secretary. 

Bro.  E.  Howard  Vose  was  received  and  recognized,  on  i>resentation 
of  his  credentials,  as  Representative  of  the  Gband  Lodge  o7  Colon 
AND  THE  Island  of  Cuba. 

The  foUowivg  action  accords  with  and  renders  operative  one  of  the 
Grand  Master's  thoughtful  suggestions  about  Lodge  embarrassments, 
▼iz: 

Bro.  Josiah  H.  Drummond  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  adopted,  to-wit: 

Jiesolvtd^  That  the  District  Deputies  be  instructed  to  ascertain  the 
debt  of  each  Lodge  in  their  respective  districts,  as  existiug  at  the  time 
of  their  annual  commuuication  in  the  current  year,  and  report  the  same 
to  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  to  be  laid  before  the  Grand  Lodge;  and 
that  Lodges  be  directed  to  furnish  this  information  to  the  District 
Deputy. 

Maine,  as  we  have  heretofore  noticed,  has  in  progress  a  very  nseful 
and  elaborate  historical  work,  being  rather  a  compilation  of  histories, 
wherein  each  lodge  contributes  its  separate  historical  iocidcnts,  to  swell 
the  volume  of  jurisdictional  experiences.  The  followiog  report  shows 
the  progress  of  the  enterprise;  in  quoting  whicli  we  remark  upon  one 
rather  ningular  coincidence  of  name  and  nwnffer  combined.  Maine  has 
a  Howard  numbered  C9  and  so  has  Alabama,  (the  writer  was  *'born  and 
brought  up  in,"  and  is  still  a  member  of,  Alabama's  Howard  No.  69). 
The  reiK>rt  says: 

Since  the  last  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  your  com- 
mittee have  received  the  following  Lodge  histories,  completed  up  to 
1881  : 

Lafa3'ette,  No.  48;  Day  Spring,  No.  107;  Warren,  No.  2;  Paris,  No. 
94;  Mystic  Tie,  No.  154;  Mostiic,  No.  52;  Oxford,  No.  18;  Hancock,  No. 
4;  Olive  Branch,  No.  124;  Preble.  No.  143,  to  Jan.  1881,  in  ms.  The 
histor}'  of  QuHUtabacock  Lodge,  No.  129,  is  also  completed  ami  now  in 
the  hands  of  the  printer.  Howard.  No.  69;  Liberty,  N<».  Ill;  Port- 
land, No.  1;  Wilton,  No.  15i);  in  print. 

Bro.  Drummond's  history  of  Portland  Lodge,  No.  1,  deserves  more 
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than  a  passing  notice.  It  is  a  Tolame  of  340  pages,  and  a  work  of  an- 
tiring  laboi  and  indefatigable  research.  It  is,  in  fact,  not  only  a  full 
and  complete  history  of  Masonry  in  Portland,  but  embraces  the  history 
of  the  first  introduction  of  Masonry  into  this  State.  In  the  language 
of  its  distinguished  author — **This  History  shows  the  growth  and  de- 
Telopmeut  ol  Masonry  in  Maine  for  more  than  a  century;  it  also  shows 
the  tendency  to  mould  the  institution  according  to  the  ideas  of  each 
geDeiation;  it  affords  the  members  of  the  lodge  an  opportunity  to  com- 

Cthe  Masonry  of  the  past  with  that  of  the  present,  and  to  determine 
far,  if  at  all,  they  have  departed  from  the  ancient  ways;  it  it  shall 
inspire  in  the  members  of  this  old  lodge  a  more  profound  veneration 
for  the  principles  of  Masonry,  a  more  tenacious  adherence  to  ancient 
Qsages,  and  a  firmer  resistance  to  innovation,  the  object  of  its  prepara- 
tion will  be  fully  accomplished.'* 

We  must  pretermit  any  further  remarks  on  the  general  proceedings, 
set  forth  in  these  interesting  minutes,  because  we  fear  to  trench  upon 
the  space  which  should  and  must  be  appropriated  to  Bro.  Drnmmond's 
iostructive  and  pleasantly  appreciated 

BEPOBT  ON   COBBESPONDENCE: 

which,  in  reference  to  its  worthy  predecessors,  bears  the  relation  of 
the  superlative  to  the  compirative,  and  yot  there  is  no  sameness  in  them 
save  that  of  authorship.  If  it  is  allowable  to  compare  Drummond 
with  Drummond,  and  if  not,  pray  tell  us  where  to  find  a  noun  better 
entitled  to  qualifying  adjectives.  If  we  say  incomparable  of  this  re- 
port we  are  still  comparing  I  This  review  of  185  pages  is  indeed  a  very 
able  and  discriminating  report,  reviewing  the  proceedings  of  nearly 
all  American  and  Anglican  Grand  Lodges,  including  of  course  our  new 
sister  of  the  Antilles,  which  we  may  style  (for  short)  Colon-Cuba. 

Alabama,  by  right  of  alphabetical  authority,  and  its  peculiar ^rs^  let- 
ter redundancy  (it  would  be  a  difficult  task  to  find  a  name  more  redo- 
lent of  A's,  and  without  a*s  it  would  just  be  L  B  M,  or  a  mouthful  of 
disagreeable  consonant  sounds),  leads  the  lint,  and  wo  are  glad  to  say 
receives  considerate  and  pleasant  notice.  In  reviewing  our  doings  for 
1880  Bro.  Drummond  speaks  interestingly,  and  in  many  respects  com- 
phmentarily,  of  Grand  Master  Tompkins'  first  annual  address. 

While  approving  most  of  his  decisions  he  expresses,  what  we  admit 
to  be  reasonable,  objections  to  several  of  them,  and  as  Bro.  D's  opin- 
ions are  well  worthy  of  consideration,  and  expressed  in  language  ac- 
ceptably courteous,  even  when  most  positively  dissenting  from  the 
views  criticised,  we  take  pleasure  in  reproducing  both  his  objections 
and  approvals.     He  says  of  the  address: 

He  reported  twenty-seven  decisions,  all  of  which  were  approved  by 
the  Grand  Lodge  upon  the  favorable  report  of  the  Committee  of  Juris- 
prudence, made,  however,  upon  brief  consideration,  and  in  a  necessa- 
rily limited  time.     These  decisions  are  of  sufficient  importance  to  re- 
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ceive  more  consideration  than  generally  can  be  afforded  daring  the 
seesion  of  the  Oraod  Lodge,  and  therefore  shoald  be  submitted  to  the 
committee  in  advance,  or  else  reported  apoo  the  next  year.  If  more 
time  had  been  taken,  we  think  some  of  these  decisions  would  have  been 
modified. 

Among  his  decisions  are  the  followini^: 

**1.  After  a  Brother  has  been  once  regalarly  tried  for  an  offense,  he 
cannot  be  again  tried  for  the  same  offense,  unless  by  order  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  or  unless  it  is  made  to  appear  to  the  lodge  having  jurisdiction 
of  the  cause,  that  new  and  important  testimony,  unknown  to  the  lodge 
at  the  time  of  the  first  trial,  has  been  discovered." 

When  a  trial  has  been  concluded,  and  the  judgment  of  the  lodge 
rendered,  we  do  not  believe  that  the  lodge  can  take  any  farther  action 
in  the  matter:  we  hold  that  a  new  trial  can  be  granted  only  by  the 
Grand  Lodge.  But  if  a  lodge  can  grant  a  new  trial,  it  seems  to  us  that 
the  power  is  not  limited  to  cases  of  newly  discovered  testimony,  bat 
that  other  cases  may  exist,  sach  as  one  in  which  the  accused  fails  to  re- 
ceive actual  notice  of  the  trial,  and  therefore  fails  to  have  a  hearing. 

"2.  A  motion  to  re-consider  a  ballot  rejecting  a  candidate  may  be 
entertained  and  adopted  at  the  same  communication,  but  not  at  a  sub- 
sequent one." 

We  are  greatly  surprised  at  this  decision :  we  had  supposed  that  if 
anything  in  masonic  law  is  settled,  it  is  that  after  the  result  of  the  bal- 
lot has  iH-en  announced  and  the  candidate  declared  rejected,  the  matter 
can  come  before  the  lodge  only  by  a  new  petition.  We  are  more  sur- 
prised because  this  decision  is  followed  by  another,  announcing  the 
true  rule. 

''  3.  Where  a  petition  for  initiation  has  been  balloted  upon,  and  a 
black  ball  cast,  and  the  Master  orders  a  second  ballot,  if  upon  such 
second  ballot  a  black  ball  is  found  in  the  box,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Mas- 
ter to  declare  the  candidate  rejected.  He  should  not  and  cannot  per- 
mit another  ballot.*' 

But  if  a  motion  to  reconsider  can  be  entertained  and  carried — as  it 
generally  could  be — the  number  of  ballotings  would  be  limited  only  by 
the  length  of  the  evening. 

"4.  The  use  of  insulting  and  abusive  language  in  writing  or  speak- 
ing of  a  Brother  is  a  masonic  offense;  so,  also,  is  sending  to  him  a 
challenge  to  fight  a  duel  with  deadly  weaiK)n6.  The  fact  that  the 
Brothers  engaged  afterwards  settle  the  difficulty  between  themselves, 
does  not  relieve  the  offender  from  the  liability  to  answer  to  the  lodge 
having  jurisdiction,  but  may  be  considered  by  such  lodge  in  mitigation 
of  the  punishment.  A  mason  who  violates  his  masonic  duties  not  only 
commits  an  offense  upon  the  party  injured,  but  brings  reproach  upon 
the  Craft  at  large." 

This  sound  rule  does  not  seem  to  be  so  generally  understood  as  it 
should  t>e.  Making  satiHfaction  to  the  injured  party,  or  such  repara- 
tion as  is  possible,  should  always  be  considered  in  mitigation,  but  we 
doubt  if  it  can  ever  be  held  an  excuse,  or  as  taking  away  the  criminal 
character  of  the  act  when  it  was  committed:  the  oflense  cannot  be  ex- 
cused (as  Grand  Master  Tompkins  suggests  in  a  subsequent  decision) 
by  the  circumstances,  but  may  be  mitigated  so  as  to  deserve  only  a 
merely   nominal  pnnishmeotv. 

**5.  Masonry  does  not  undertake  in  any  way  to  interfere  with  the 
religions  views  entertained  by  a  member  of  the  Fraternity,  however 
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enoneoas  they  may  be  regnrded  by  a  large  majority  of  the  Craft.  Bat 
if  a  mason  should  habitaally,  either  in  public  or  private,  advocate  and 
teach  a  doctrine  which  npholds  and  indorses  a  relation  which  is  in  di- 
rect violation  of  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  the  moral  sentiment  of  our 
civilization — such  as  polygamy — he  would  be  guilty  of  a  masonic  of- 
fense." 

This  decision  is  eminently  sound,  and  we  would  be  glad  to  give  the 
•nnument  by  which  Qrand  Master  Tompkins  very  ably  supports  it. 
The  following,  however,  is  the  gist  of  it: 

**No  principle,  it  seems  to  me,  in  masonic  law,  is  better  settled,  than 
that  llasonry  requires  of  its  votary  strict  obedience  to  the  laws  of  the 
land,  and  forbids  his  indulgence  in  those  practices  which  are  repalsive 
to  the  moral  sentiment  of  our  civilization.  Polygamy  is  denounced  as 
a  grave  crime  in  all  civilized  countries,  and  is  severely  punished.  In 
oor  own  State  it  is  made  a  felony,  and  is  punished  as  perjury,  the  higher 
grades  of  larceny  and  many  other  of  the  gravest  offenses.  I  do  not 
SQppose  it  would  be  contended  by  any  one,  that  a  member  of  a  lodge, 
who  made  a  practice  of  inducing  others  to  commit  perjury,  or  larceny, 
would  not  thereby  be  violating  masonic  law;  and  yet,  those  offenses 
are  regarded  by  our  law  as  of  no  more  enormity  than  polygamy.  It  has 
been  urged  with  me,  however,  ttiat  if  the  person  were,  not  undertaking 
to  induce  persons  to  violate  the  law  in  this  State,  but  proposed  to  carry 
them  to  localities  beyond  the  limits  of  the  State,  then  they  would  not 
be  guilty.  This  argument,  however,  is  palpably  unsound.  The  crime 
committed  by  one  who  induces,  or  undertakes  to  induce,  another  to 
Bwear  falsely  would  be  none  the  less  in  violation  of  our  laws,  because 
the  false  swearing  was  to  be  done  in  Georgia." 

He  approves,  in  part,  decision  No.  13,  but  totally  dissents  from  its 
proposition  that  a  lodge  can  change  the  form  of  prayer  to  suit  the  sup- 
posed emergency.  He  accepts  the  ruling  against  objectionable  expres- 
sions in  prayer  because  Masonic  rule,  and  not  Lodge  choice,  demands 
such  respect  for  the  conscientious  objections  alluded  to  in  the  decision 
(No.  13).  But  we  cannot  follow  Bro.  D.  further  in  his  review  of  Ala- 
bama, except  to  thank  him  for  kind  and  considemte  words  of  encour- 
agement in  our  reportorial  efforts  of  that  and  preceding  years. 

Of  the  many  notable  opinions  expressed  by  Brother  D.  in  his  review 
of  other  Grand  Lodge  proceedings,  we  have  only  space  to  refer  to  the 
following. 

He  quotes  and  remarks  upon  Brother  Inglesby's  (of  South  Carolina) 
objections  to  Grand  Master  Armstrong's  recommendation  of  1879,  in 
respect  to  the  law  of  Alabama  excluding  an  appellant,  in  cases  of  rever- 
aal  by  the  Grand  Jx>dge,  from  Lodge  membership,  &c.,  thus  : 

We  regret  to  find  him  defending  the  law  in  force  in  some  States, 
which  practically  gives  two-thirds  of  a  Lodge  the  power  to  vote  a  Brother 
member  out  of  the  Lodge  at  their  pleasure.     He  says  : 

**The  established  law  in  our  jurisdiction  coincides  on  this  point  with 
the  law  in  Alabama,  and  we  differ  from  Gmnd  Master  Armstrong's 
opinion  that  it  should  be  revised  or  amended,  because  it  preserves  the 
harmony  of  the  {jodge,  while  at  the  same  time  it  corrects  the  wrong  that 
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was  done,  and  restores  the  Brother  to  his  general  masonic  rights.  When 
the  Grand  Lodge  dictates  to  the  subordinate  Lodges  in  the  matter  of 
membership,  it  is  treading  on  dangerous  and  delicate  groand.  The 
Lodge  should  be  a  loving  and  harmonious  family,  and  if  a  member  of 
it  should  be  so  unfortunate  as  to  become  obnoxious,  even  innocently, 
to  a  majority  of  that  family,  it  is  better  for  him  nod  for  the  Lodge,  that 
he  should  take  his  membership  elsewhere,  or  at  least,  that  he  should  not 
re-enter  the  Lodge  without  its  consent.  In  ninety-nine  cases  out  of  a 
hundred  there  would  be  hard  feelings  between  the  restored  member 
and  those  through  whom  he  had  su£fered— it  ought  not  to  be  so,  but  it 
vx)uld  be  so — and  the  harmony  and  good  feeling  of  that  Lodge  would  be 
broken  up,  and  when  that  is  done,  its  usefulness  is  at  an  end.  We 
extract,  ns  extremely  apropos,  from  the  address  of  M.  W.  John  Mills 
Brown,  Grand  Master  of  Cnlifornia,  who  gives  the  following  as  the  words 
of  a  Persian  philosopher — *  By  the  means  of  one  disorderly  person  in  a 
company  the  hearts  of  many  wise  men  become  afflicted.  If  you  fill  a 
cistern  with  rose  water  and  a  dog  should  fall  into  it,  it  would  thereby 
become  impure.'" 

*'  As  we  have  elsewhere  said  in  this  report,  this  is  treading  on  very 
dangerous  ground.  Lodge  membership  is  a  delicate  thing  for  Grand 
Lodge  to  legislate  upon.  If  two-thirds  of  a  Lodge  vote  to  expel  a 
member,  even  unjustly ,  its  peacv)  and  harmony  will  scarcely  be  promoted 
by  forcing  upon  them  this  member.  It  is  better  that  he  should  seek 
his  masonic  home  in  a  more  congenial  circle,  as  he  would  be  perfectly 
at  liberty  to  do,  and  in  every  case  his  comfort  and  the  welfiro  of  Mason- 
ry would  be  thereby  promoted." 

A  Lodge  votes  to  suspend  or  expel  a  member  for  an  alleged  masonic 
offense,  no  matter  how  unjustly  or  illegall}^  and  upon  appeal,  the  Grand 
Lodge  sets  aside  the  proceedings  as  utterly  void,  and  yet  the  accused 
loses  his  membership  in  the  Lodge.  We  do  not  believe  that  harmony 
can  long  be  preserved  at  the  expense  of  such  iujustice.  If  the  by-laws 
provide  that  any  member  maybe  excluded  from  the  Lodge  and  deprived 
of  his  membership,  at  the  pleasure  of  a  majority  or  two-thirds  of  his 
Lodge,  it  would  be  all  right.  But  as  it  is,  the  contract  is  that  he  can 
be  ousted  only  upon  legal  conviction  for  a  masonic  oifense,  and  we 
should  stand  by  this.     Fiat  jnstiiia,  mat  c(vluni. 

In  his  review  of  Texas  for  1880,  he  expresses  rational  views  on  the 
utility  of  experimental,  or  rather  tangible  and  operative  refreshments,  as 
follows — (speaking  of  Grand  Master  J.  H.  McLeary*s  inaugural  ad- 
dress)— 

He  advises  the  cultivation  of  the  social  aspect  of  our  institution,  and 
to  that  end  that  the  Lodge,  at  each  meeting,  call  from  labor  to  refresh- 
ment, and  partake  of  a  banquet,  which  might  be  ever  so  frugal :  tho 
very  fact  of  breaking  bread  and  eating  salt  together  creates  a  feeling  of 
sociability  and  good  fellowship,  which  no  amount  of  work,  kctures  or 
discussion  can  ever  produce.  Tbe  truth  of  this  and  the  appreciation 
of  the  wisdom  of  this  plan  have  been  gro^^-ing  upon  us  for  years.  As 
our  Lodges  are  now  conducted,  there  is  very  little  opportunity  for  socia- 
bility or  becoming  acquainted  with  each  other.  The  Master  is  prompt 
and  opens  his  Lodge  at  the  time :  the  brethren  see  each  other,  and  per- 
haps exchange  nods  of  recognition  in  the  Lodge  :  the  work  and  busi- 
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nen  are  done,  and  the  Lodge  closed  and  the  brethren  separate.  Ooly 
the  few,  who  are  early,  have  any  opportunity  for  conversation  with  each 
other,  save  in  the  few  minates  in  which  they  are  preparing  for  home, 
after  the  Lod^e  is  closed.  Now,  if  the  Lodge  was  called  ofif  for  refresh- 
ment during  the  session,  the  brethren  woald  have  the  needed  opportun- 
ity for  social  conversation.  This  is  especially  trne  in  larger  places, 
where  most  of  the  new  members  are  comparative  strangers  to  most  of 
the  older  ones.  We  were  strack  with  the  remark  of  a  pretty  regular 
attendant  npon  masonic  meetings  in  the  city  of  his  residence,  to  the 
effect  that  he  was  much  better  acquainted  with  the  members  of  one  of 
the  bodies  than  with  those  of  the  others,  because  the  collations,  it  was 
iothe  habit  of  having,  gave  him.  an  opportunity  of  a  social  chat  with 
them.  It  is  a  common  saying  that  some  members  are  never  seen  in  a 
Lodge  except  when  there  is  to  be  **a  set-down;"  and  it  has  been  as 
commonly  sajd  that  these  have  no  interest  in  Masonry  except  when  it 
affects  their  stomachs  :  but  isn't  this  a  little  uncharitable  !  May  it  not 
be,  after  all,  that  the  social  enjoyment  is  largely  what  calls  them  out  ? 
We  believe  so  ;  and,  moreover,  we  believe  if  their  interest  was  kept  alive 
in  this  manner,  it  would  soon  become  an  interest  in  Masonry.  Those 
who  are  interested  in  Masonry  do  not  agree  in  the  source  of  their  inter- 
est One  takes  interest  in  the  work  ;  another  in  lectures ;  another  in 
the  businesH  of  the  Lodge,  and  others  in  meeting  the  brethren.  We 
wish  some  Lodges  would  try  the  experiment  advocated  by  Grand  Master 
McLeary  ;  we  believe  its  members  would  bo  astonished  at  the  increased 
attendance,  increased  interest,  increased  acquaintance,  and  increased 
brotherly  feeling  among  them. 

OBAND  OFFICEBS. 

M.  W.  Brother  Marquis  F.  King Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Brother  Ira  Berry Grand  Sec'ry. 

Nnmber  of  Chartered  Lodges 182 

MANITOBA,  1881. 

After  deacribing  three  special  communications,  for  ceremonial  pnr- 
poee«,  held  in  1880,  severally,  July  7th  and  29th,  and  August  9th,  of  that 
year,  the  minutes  before  us  also  duly  record  the  work  of  the  regular 
Grand  Annual  Communication  (its  Gth)  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Manito- 
ba, held  at  Winnipeg,  on  the  9th  and  10th  of  February,  A.  D.  1881. 

Present,  M-  W.  John  Headley  Bell,  Grand  Master,  G.  S.  and  G.  J. 
Wardens  stations  supplied  by  appointment ;  other  Grand  Officers  in 
position,  with  a  constitutional  requisite  of  Lodge  Representatives. 

The  session  appears  to  have  been  characterized  by  harmony,  industry 
and  hopefulness,  its  work  being  mainly  directed  towards  matters  of 
administrative  policy  and  necessity,  suggested  by  the  able  and  appro- 
priate address  of  Grand  Master  Bell,  from  which  we  shall  presently 
quote  all  that  need  be  reproduced  in  this  Jurisdiction.  We  note  one 
cheering  sign  of  progress,  in  the  granting  of  Dispensations  for  Foub 
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new  Lodges  daring  the  year,  indicating  that  Masonry  in  Manitoba  is 
keeping  pace  with  the  rapid  increase  of  population  in  that,  in  many 
respects  (not  however  in  the  deep  mud  and  cold  water  hinderanot«, 
graphically  recapitalated  by  the  Grand  Master)  favored  territory. 

We  were  no  little  surprised  to  find  that  an  application  had  been  made 
to  this  Grand  Lodge  for  a  Dispensation  to  organize  a  Lodge  in  Gibbal- 
TKB,  **  nitimately  to  be  removed  to  some  city  in  Mobocco,"  and  won- 
dered why  the  application  was  not  made  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England 
as  being  more  directly  in  contact  with  European  affairs  and  more  likely 
to  goaranny  efficient  protection  to  snch  an  enterprise  than  coold  be 
expected  from  her  grand  daughter  of  this  American  Province.  Action 
on  this  petition  was  deferred  by  the  Grand  Master  and  he  refers  it  to 
the  Grand  Lodge  in  his  annual  address  for  their  consideration.  The 
Board  of  General  Purposes,  in  their  report,  approve  the  application, 
and  the  Grand  Lodge  by  adopting  that  report  instructs  its  officers  to 
issue  the  Dispensation  asked  for.  So  we  suppose  Muni  toba  has  wrenched 
GiBBALTAB  from  England,  and  if  this  enterprise  shall  accomplish  its 
African  ultimate,  we  shall  anon  hear  of  Americanized  Craftsmen  aproned 
in  Morocco ;  but  as  kids  and  lambs  are  synonymous  terms  in  Assyrian 
nomenclature,  it  is  quite  possible  that  the  lambskin  will  survive  this 
extra  dressing  and  be  still,  even  in  Africa,  '*the  badge  of  a  Biason." 

The  Board  of  General  Purposes,  in  their  report,  after  alluding  to  the 
fraternal  feelings  entertained  by  sister  Grand  Lodges  throughout  the 
world  towards  Manitobii,  say : 

While  some  of  them  may,  perhaps,  be  disposed  to  criticise  our  man- 
ner of  settling  our  late  difficulties,  we  must  assure  them,  in  all  candour 
and  kindness,  that  we,  knowing  all  the  facts,  were  the  t>e6t  judges  of 
what  was  right  in  the  matter. 

We  take  to  ourself,  as  having  been  one  of  the  objectors  alluded  to,  a 
full  share  of  this  quiet  rebuke.  We  rejoice,  however,  with  our  brethren 
of  that  jurisdiction,  that  it  is  as  well  with  them  as  it  is,  and  that  they 
have  so  /(xr  escaped  the  legitimate  consequences  of  a  serious  irregular- 
ity in  the  settlement  alluded  to. 

We  quote  from  the  Grand  Master's  address  as  follows : 

The  less  we  cling  to  theories  or  wrangle  over  rituals,  the  more  we 
strive  to  make  Masonry  practical ;  the  more  we  show  forth  unmistakably 
its  benign  principles;  and  the  more  we  cherish  hrolherly  love,  relief  and 
Irutht  the  more  surely  will  we  make  both  ourselves  and  Freemasonry 
respected  and  honored.  **It  is  not  so  necessary  that  we  increase  in 
numbers  as  that  we  increase  in  charity,*'  not  that  charity  alone  which 
indnces  us  to  relieve  the  distressed,  but  that  broader  chanty  which 
seeketb  no  evil. 

The  eyc'S  of  our  sister  Provinces  and  the  gaze  of  the  mother  land  are 
fixed  upou  this  great  >iorthweHt,  and  our  brethren  there  have  a  right  to 
expect  from  us  some  better  illustrations  of  the  principles  we  profess 
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than  the  mere  words  which  utter  onr  professions.  We  are  rapidly 
gainiog  in  popalation.  Masons  from  other  Provinces,  from  the  old 
worM,  and  from  the  United  States,  are  seeking  homes  amongst  ns,  and 
are  valnable  acqalsitions  to  oar  ranks.  Danng  the  spring  and  sammer 
months  oar  Lodges,  particularly  those  in  Emerson  and  Winnipeg;,  are 
filled  with  **  visitors,  who  from  the  members  receive  a  hearty  welcome 
and  useiul  information  respecting  climate  and  locality.  Brethren,  to 
OR  it  is  given  to  make  these  visitors  welcome  *'ap  the  stranger  guest  in 
the  well-ordered  home,"  and  I  believe  lew,  if  any,  fail  to  display  on  all 
ooeasions  the  masonic  character,  that  builds  up  an  edifice  of  strength 
and  imports  confidence  and  security. 

He  had  visited  most  of  the  Lodges  in  person  and  gives  gratifying 
anarances  of  their  favorable  condition.  These  visits  weire  attended  in 
some  cases  with  difficulties  by  no  means  easily  surmounted,  and  we 
quote  his  description  of  the  trip  to — 

Qladstone  Lodoe  No.  11. 

I  approach  the  subject  of  my  visit  to  this  Lodge  with  remembrances 
of  mud  and  wUer,  Mud  of  such  depth  and  tenacity  as  is  only  to  be 
foand  in  Manitoba  when  it  happens  to  be  muddy,  and  water  of  a  cold- 
ness which  still  makes  me  shiver  when  I  think  of  it,  and  which  Y.  W. 
Brother  House  says  '*  nearly  used  him  up."  This  Lodge  is  about  one 
bondred  miles  from  Winnipeg,  and  the  trip  had  to  be  made  by  team, 
At  Portage  la  Prairie  Rt  W.  Brother  R.  McCuaig  joined  Brother  House 
and  myself,  Brother  Small  acting  as  guide.  The  latter  said  repeatedly 
the  roads  were  ''not  bad"— we  wondered  what  '*bad"  meant— and 
Brother  Small  gave  us  the  desired  information.  But  beyond  walking 
acme  miles  and  occasionally  helping  the  horses  to  pull  the  wagon,  wet 
feet  and  muddy  clothes,  and  wading  a  creek  on  our  return,  the  cold- 
ness of  the  water  causing  Brother  House  to  utter  strange  sounds,  we 
met  no  mishaps.  On  reaching  Gladstone  on  the  evening  of  the  4th  Oc- 
tober, we  found  the  brethren  waiting  for  us,  who  gave  us  a  most  hearty 
welcome.  The  Hall  was  properly  dedicated,  the  Lr>dge  constituted  and 
the  officers  installed  with  the  usual  ceremonies.  This  Lodge  has  one 
of  the  best  of  Secretaries,  and  with  good  material  bids  fair  to  become 
one  of  our  best  Lodges.  I  do  not  say  this  because  of  the  capital  supper 
they  gave  us,  or  for  their  kind  treatment  when  there,  but  because  I  think 
they  deserve  it. 

He  says  of — 

OBJlKD  LODGE  OF  NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 

Having  carefully  read  all  the  documents  and  proceedings  of  the  lately 
oi]ganized  Grand  Lodge,  I  am  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  fraternal 
recognition  should  be  extended  to  them.  They  have  earnestly  and 
faithfully  labored  for  recognition.  Their  every  action,  so  far  as  I  can 
jndge,  has  been  according  to  the  clearly  defined  requirements  adopted 
by  our  own  Grand  Lodge  at  its  organization,  and  according  to  the  usages 
of  other  Grand  Lodges  on  their  organization  in  our  sinter  Provincas, 
Bome  of  whose  footsteps  we  closely  followed.  I  therefore  ask  your 
careful  consideration  of  the  matter  of  their  recognition. 
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In  accordaijce  with  thiH  ri^commendation  ibis  new  Grand  Lodge  was 
fratomally  recognized. 

Tbo  Grand  Master  gives  the  A.  and  A.  S.  R.  a  decided  advertising  puff 
in  bis  address,  which  is  substantially  reprodaced  as  well  as  indorsed  by 
the  Board  of  Geucral  Purposes  in  their  report,  as  witness  the  f :  llowing 
extract  therefrom  : 

The  Board  entirely  agrees  with  the  views  expressed  by  the  Grand 

Master  in  bis  address  in  reference  to  the  establishment  in  this  jarisdio- 

tion  of    *'Tbe  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite/*  Irom   personal 

knowledf{e  of  its  teachings,  some  of  yonr  Board  can  vouch  for  its  many 

excellencies.     We  hail  with  pleasure  its  introduction  amongst  us.     We 

can,  therefore,  as  a  Grand  Lodge,  recognizee  it  and  wish  it  every  success, 

while  not  interfering  in  any  way  with  the  first  three  degrees  known  as 

Craft  Masour}%  which  are,   and  should  be,  exclusively  under  our  own 

jurisdiction,  and  that  the  Grand  Lodge  retains  supreme  control  and 

jurisdiction  ot  the  three  symbolic  degrees. 

•  •••••• 

Yonr  Board  are  pleased  to  know  that  a  portion  of  our  brethren  have 
had  the  pleasure  of  listening  to  addresses  from  such  an  eminent  authority 
ns  111.  Brother  Gen.  Albert  Pike,  and  such  a  renowned  lecturer  as 
Brother  Nicholas  F.  I>aviD,teeliug  assured  that  those  so  privileged  must 
have  received  great  profit  and  good  instruction. 

These  quotations  are  like  unto  cause  and  efifect,  only  we  have  reversed 
the  natural  order,  in  extracting,  and  put  the  e£fect  before  the  cause. 
The  reader  can  make  the  needful  readjustment.  It's  a  queer  record  to 
our  thinking. 

OBAND  OFFICEBS. 

M.  W.  Brother  John  Headley  Bell  (re-elected) Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Brother  James  Henderson Grand  Secretary. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 15 

MARYLAND,  1880. 

In  1880  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Maryland  met  thrice  in  Grand  Commu- 
nication, as  follows : 

June  Uth,  for  the  ceremonial  of  dedication,  the  Masonic  Temple  of 
Mount  Moriah  Lodge  No.  IIC,  Towsontown,  Baltimore  county,  l>eing 
the  second  of  this  ceremony. 

September  the  30th,  the  Grand  Lodge  met  to  arrange  preliminaries 
for  joining  in  the  celebration  of  the  150th  anniversary  of  the  founding 
of  Baltimore,  in  response  to  an  invitation  from  the  city  authorities, 
which  invitation  was  promptly  accepted  ami  the  necesnary  funds  Sl*^81.55, 
raised  to  defray  the  neressary  expenses,  and  we  doubt  not,  though  the 
minutes  are  not  over-expressive  on  that  subject,  participated  in  this 
Ceremonial  with  ample  honors  and  effect. 
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On  the  16th,  17th  and  18tb  of  November,  the  Annaal  Goiumanica- 
tioD  (the  98th  we  think)  was  held  in  Baltimore. 

At  each  of  these  commanications  M.  W.  John  M.  Carter,  Grand  Mas- 
ter, presided. 

At  the  Annual  all  Grand  Officers  were  at  their  posts,  and  there  were 
present  the  official  representatives  of  22  Grand  Lodges,  including 
Alabama,  represented  by  Brother  William  M.  Isaac,  with,  we  presaue, 
the  requisite  quota  of  Lodge  Hepresesentatives ;  the  minutes  being 
defective  in  stating  the  number  of  delegates  actually  in  attendance, 
tboDgh  they  give  a  long  list  of  those  entitled  to  represent  Lodges. 

The  Grand  Master's  annual  address  is  a  good  and  clearly  expressed 
message,  reviewing  the  transactions  of  the  year  and  giving  useful  sag- 
geetions  as  to  the  fnture. 

We  gather  from  this  address  and  its  accompanying  reports  that  the 
Grand  Lodge  and  its  constituents  enjoy  a  fair  degree  of  prosperity,  but 
the  cloud  of  debt  still  hovers  over  the  jnrisdictioL,  effecting  its  evil 
now  through  the  very  boilding  which  created  the  debt,  as  we  observe 
that  one  of  the  most  serious  administrative  embarrassments  to  which 
the  Grand  Master  was  sobjected  daring  the  year,  originated  in  the  refusal 
of  one  of  the  city  Lodges  to  obey  the  order  reqairiug  all  such  Lodges 
to  meet  in  the  Masonic  Temple,  and  thus  contribute  to  the  revenue 
required  by  the  Grand  Lodge  to  the  demands  upou  it,  incident  to  the 
Tempft  debt.  Revoking  a  charter  for  such  insubordination  asserts  the 
authority  of  the  Grand  and  punishes  the  disobedience  of  the  subordin- 
ate Lodge,  but  will  the  matter  end  in  concord  or  confusion? 
In  a  condensed 

B£POBT  ON   COBBESPONDENCE, 

Brother  F.  J.  S.  Gorgas,  Chairman,  takes  a  bird's-eye  view  of  the  gen- 
eral situation,  notes  the  most  important  questions  at  issue  among  the 
fraternity  at  large,  and  records  his  opinions  thereon  decidedly,  but 
kindly  and  persuasively.  He  alludes  pointedly  to  the  controversies 
between  New  York  and  Connecticut — agreeing  with  New  York— and 
with  Quebec  and  Scotland— supporting  Quebec  in  her  position.  He  is 
quite  pronounced  in  his  opinions  on  several  controverted  points,  as 
follows  : 

Another  question  which  has  given  rise  to  considerable  discussion  in 
Masonic  Grand  Bodies  is  that  of  "perpetual  jurisdiction  ;"  a  number 
of  these  Bodies  claiming  that  when  a  candidate  has  been  rejected  on 
bis  application  for  admission  to  the  privileges  of  Masonry,  jurisdiction 
over  him  is  perpetually  vested  in  the  rejecting  Lodge.  Other  Grand 
Bodies  vigorously  oppose  such  a  claim,  and  contend  that  residence  for 
such  a  time  as  may  be  prescribed  by  their  constitutions,  renders  the 
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reception  of  an  application  from  a  profane  who  may  have  been  previ- 
ouHly  rejected  in  another  jarisdiction,  properly  legal. 

Perpetoal  jarisdiction,  which  may  be  voiantarily  surrendered,  is,  in 
the  opinion  of  yoor  Committee,  the  only  safeKoard  in  soch  cusee ; 
although  it  may  be  urged,  on  the  other  hand,  that  every  jurisdiction 
should  be  allowed  to  judge  for  itself  as  to  the  fitness  of  an  applicant  to 
become  a  Mason. 

A  difficulty  has  also  arisen  between  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Tennessee 
and  Kentucky,  in  regard  to  the  action  of  a  Tennessee  Lodge  in  expell- 
ing, for  alleged  unmasonic  conduct,  a  member  of  a  Kentucky  Lodge 
who  was  sojourning  at  that  time  in  Tennessee.  The  Grand  Lodge  of 
Tennessee  claims  jurisdiction  over  the  accused  mason,  while  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Kentucky  insists  that  the  case  should  be  tried  by  the  Lodge  of 
which  he  is  a  member. 

Your  Committee  agree  with  the  opinion  of  Mitchell  on  this  question, 
as  expressed  in  his  work  entitled  the  ** Common  Law  of  l^tsoniy,**  and 
which  is  as  follows :  **  Masons  holding  membership  in  other  jurisdictions 
muBt  be  tried  where  they  hold  membership ;  but  it  is  the  duty  of  any 
Lodge  to  prefer  charges,  have  them  authenticated  and  forwarded  to  his 
Lodge.  Not  so  with  non-affiliated  masons ;  they  must  be  tried  by  the 
nearest  Lodge." 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Mexico  has  sequestrated  the  charter  of  the 
only  subordinate  Lodge  in  that  jurisdiction  which  persisted  in  adher- 
ing to  the  Mother  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri.  But  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Missouri  will  not  admit  the  right  of  any  power  on  earth  to  arrest  the 
charter  of  Lodges  organized  by  it,  thereby  repudiating  the  American 
system  of  jurisdiction. 

OB4ND   OFFICSBS. 

M.  W.  Brother  John  a  Tyson Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Brother  Jacob  H.  Medairy  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Number  of  chartered  Lodges .81 

MARYLAND,  1881. 

This  report  contains  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  oi  Marjiand  at  special  communic^ttions  held  April  20th,  at  Bal- 
timore, preparatory  to,  and  May  4th  at  Easton  for  the  purpose  of  dedi- 
cating the  Masonic  Hail  recently  erected  by  Coats  Dodge  No.  102  at 
that  place ;  and  also  those  of  the  semi-annual  communication  held  at 
Baltimore  on  the  10th  and  11th  of  May,  A,  D.  1881. 

M.  W.  John  S.  Tyson,  Grand  Master,    presiding  on  each  occasion. 

Present,  at  the  semi-annual,  *' a  due  representation  of  Lodges'*  (as 
the  record  puts  it,)  and  numerous  **  Representatives  of  other  Grand 
Lodges." 

The  address  of  Grand  Master  Tyson  gives  a  comprehensive  view  of 
the  condition  of  his  jurisdiction  and  lets  in  the  light,  pleasantly  and 
more  hopefully,  upon  the  financial  situation,  clearing  away  some  of  the 
cloudy  impressions  we  had  gathered  from  previous  reports. 
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The  Grand  Master  says  of 

FINANCE. 

As  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  I  have  a  very  gratifying 
report  to  make : 

The  Grand  Treasurer's  report  of  May,  1880,  (see  page  31.)  states  our 
then  outstanding  liabilities  for  groand  rent,  interest  due  estate  of 
Francis  Bams,  and  snndry  small  bills,  to  be  $4626.65.  To  this  sboald 
have  been  added  one  quarter's  salary  overdue  to  Grand  Secretary,  $250, 
making  a  total  of  $4876  65.  Grand  Master  Garter  in  his  address  (May 
1880,  p.  6,)  supposing  that  only  one  quarter's  ground  rent  and  interest 
were  then  overdue,  erroneously  stated  the  amount  of  these  obligations 
as  $2340. 

At  our  last  Annual  Gommnnication,  November  1,  1880,  these  out- 
itandiug  obligations  had  been  reduced  by  the  amount  of  $1024.60,  and 
the  Grand  Treasurer  was  our  creditor  for  the  balance  of  $3852.05,  hav- 
ing kindly  advanced  the  amount  out  of  his  private  funds  some  thirty 
days  before  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  without  charge  for 
interest 

Had  our  revenue  been  no  greater  for  the  half  year  just  ended 
than  it  was  for  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year,  we  would  only 
have  paid  off  about  $1300  of  this  indebtedness,  leaving  over  $2500 
onpaid.  But  the  revenue  for  the  six  months  ending  May  1st,  1881, 
exceeds  that  for  the  six  months  ending  May  Ist,  1880,  by  more  than 
12500 — this  indebtedness  has  been  entirely  paid  off,  and  we  have 
fands  in  hand  sufficient  to  pay  all  "sundry  bills"  now  outstanding. 
In  brief,  the  Grand  Lodge  is  better  off  to  the  amount  of  $5000  than  it 
was  a  year  ago. 

We  give  prominence  to  this  topic,  because  it  relates  to,  what  we  con- 
lider,  the  only  disturbing  element  in  Maryland,  and  gives  pleasant 
assurance,  too,  that  that  trouble  is  fast  fading  away. 

The  tone  of  this  message  is  cheerful  and  hopeful,  and  we  find  his 
*< official  acts,"  as  reported,  relate  rather  to  the  restoring  than  to  the 
8Q8pension  of  charters,  etc. 

He  performs,  appropriately,  the  sad  duty  of  recording  the  demise, 
daring  the  year,  of  two  Beverend  Craftsmen,  viz :  that  of  Rev.  James 
Asbury  McKenney,  P.  G.  M.  (1856),  51  years  a  clergyman  of  the  P.  £. 
Church  and  a  man  of  note  in  church,  in  society  and  in  masonry  ;  also 
of  the  Eev.  John  McCron,  P.  G.  Chaplain  (1865-69),  who  was  also  of 
excellent  repute,  both  in  Church  and  Lodge.  Of  this  Brother  he 
remarks  : 

He  was  active  in  Masonry,  and  was  a  Past  Commander  of  Baltimore 
Commandery,  No.  2,  of  Knights  Templar.  He  was  a  minister  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  beloved  and  reverenced  by  all  who  knew  him,  an 
eloquent  speaker,  and  a  man  of  dignified  and  imposing  presence.  Per- 
haps his  most  remarkable  personal  characteristic  was  his  voice,  the 
finest  in  oratory  or  devotional  exercises  I  have  ever  heard— whose  full, 
round,  musical  tones  could  only  be  compared  to  the  bass  notes  of  an 
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orgAD.     I  regret  that  the  brief  notice  I  have  bad  of  bis  death  does  not 
enable  me  to  record  more  ot  the  particulars  of  bis  life. 

Ue  made  bat  few  decisions,  and  we  reproduce  those  stated  in  the 
address,  as  follows : 

A  candidate  having  been  initiated,  it  was  afterwards  discovered  that 
he  was  physically  disqnalified.  I  directed  that  he  should  be  advanced 
DO  further,  and  the  fee  refuuded.  This  suggests  the  propriety  of  the 
investigating  committee  always  having  a  personal  interview  with  the 
candidate.  They  will  then  be  k)etter  able  to  judge  not  only  of  his  phy- 
sical qualifications,  but  also  of  bis  fitness  in  other  respects. 

I  decided  that  an  £.  A.  may  be  tried  for  a  masonic  ofifense  ;  that  the 
conferring  of  two  degrees  upon  a  candidate  at  the  same  commnnica- 
tion,  although  illegal,  does  not  afifect  his  masonic  standing ;  that  th€ 
Poifl  Master's  degree  is  a  necessary  part  of  the  Installation  of  the  Master  of 
a  Lodge.* 

One  of  the  most  intelligent  and  worthy  brethren  reported  to  me  a 
rather  remarkable  case.  A  candidate  received  the  second  degree,  vras 
examined  as  to  proficiency  therein,  and  elected  to  receive  the  third 
degree,  all  at  the  same  communication.  This  certainly  shows  a  natural 
talent  for  Masonry.  I  advised  the  Master  of  the  Lodge,  that  although 
this  action  was  not  forbidden  by  law,  such  haste  should  be  discouraged, 
as  having  the  appearance  of  slighting  the  requirements  in  regard  to 
proficiency. 

For  special  reasons  assigned,  I  have  granted  dispensations  in  three 
cases  to  permit  a  petition  for  initiation  to  be  acted  on  within  the  time 
required  by  law. 

I  refused  to  permit  the  three  degrees  to  be  conferred  on  a  candidate 
at  the  same  communication,  believing  that  to  do  so  would  have  a  tend- 
ency to  lower  that  high  reputation  for  proficiency  which  the  Masons  of 
Maryland  have  hitherto  so  justly  maintained. 

Dispensation  for  one  new  Lodge  granted. 

The  Committee  charged  with  that  duty,  made  an  interesting  report, 
recommending  a  change  of  system  from  that  known,  in  that  jurisdiction, 
as  Grand  Inspectors,  the  agents  or  inspectors  under  the  old  system 
lacking  the  dignity  and  authority  requisite  to  usefulness  and  efficiency 
in  their  association  with  and  control  of  Lodges,  and  they  recommended 
a  change  conforming  very  nearly  with  the  system  of  District  Deputy 
Oraud  Masters  in  vogue  in  other  jurisdictions,  and  submitted  amend- 
ments to  the  constitution  providing  for  such  cbange  of  work  and  Offi- 
cers. We  presume  these  amendments  lie  over  for  future  consideration, 
though  it  is  not  so  stated. 

It  were  well  if  it  were  so,  for  we  note  a  list  of  such  amendments, 
called  up  for  action  at  this  communication  by  the  Committee  on  Un- 
finished Husiness,  which    to   our   thinking  suggested  quite  as  many 

*If  by  thifl  ho  xucann  to  make  tlic  Paflt  Master's  degree  a  Lodge  ceremony  (of 
iiiMtalla'tiou)  we  do  uot  raru  to  objtM't.  We  take  it,  however,  a«  n.'4iiiring  Cbapt«r 
interiH>Hitiou,  and  if  ao,  wo  note  ol>j«.*<-tiouH  such  as  we  have  heretofore  enumerated 
with  emphasis  in  this  and  other  rcpurta. 
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ohangeB  of  the  eonstitation  as  were  desirable  in  one  session  of  two  days 
only. 

THE  BEPOBT  ON  OOBKESPONDBNCS, 

k  from  the  pen  of  Brother  Ferdinand  J.  S.  Gorgas,  M.  D.,  for  the  Com- 
mittee, and  is  quite  an  elaborate  review  of  Grand  Lodge  proceedings 
and  embraces  those  of  51  jarisdictionst  including  Alabama  report  of  1880. 
We  may  here  remark  parenthetically,  that  oar  regret  at  finding  no  gen- 
eral report  on  correspondence  in  the  Maryland  brochure  for  1880,  was 
ohanged.to  plensare  in  welcoming  this  pleasant  change  of  method  and 
of  matter  which  greets  as  in  the  proceedings  of  1881. 

Brother  Gorgas  has  the  happy,  desirable  at  least,  faculty  of  getting 
at  the  gist  of  the  matter  reriewed  and  of  reproducing  in  his  report, 
with  terseness  and  brerity,  all  that  need  be  repeated  of  the  transactions 
of  other  jurisdictions.  We  wish  we  could  do  likewise,  but  our  talent, 
if  any,  is  not  that  way  developed. 

In  reviewing  the  proceedings  of  Alabama,  Brother  Gorgas  reproduces 
several  of  Grand  Master  Tompkins'  decisions,  noting  objections  to 
some,  in  whole  or  in  part,  and  as  his  remarks  relate  to  decisions  which 
have  called  forth  criticisms  from  other  reviewers  quite  different  in  tone 
and  sentiment  from  his,  we  reproduce  the  Maryland  view  of  these  con- 
tested ralings,  viz : 

"That  the  act  of  illicit  sexual  intercourse  with  a  woman  of  lewd  hab- 
its, is  not  a  Masonic  offense  of  violating  the  chastity  of  a  M.  *.  M.*. 
daughter,  although  her  father  has  been,  or  is,  a  M.*.  M.*.,"  and  also, 
**If  a  Mason  seduces  the  daughter  of  a  M.*.  M.*.  and  afterwards  mar- 
ries her,  that  fact  should  be  considered  by  the  Lodge  in  mitigation,  or 
might  even  excuse,  according  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case.'* 

While  we  agree  with  the  first  portion  of  this  decision,  the  fact 
remains  apparent  that  a  grave  Masonic  offense  was  committed  by  such 
an  act  as  the  latter  portion  refers  to,  and  notwithstanding  all  the  repar- 
ation possible  has  been  subsequently  made,  the  Brother  thus  acting  is 
guilty,  and  the  penalty  should  be  enforced. 

**  After  charges  have  been  preferred,  such  charges  can  not  be  with- 
drawn, and  any  brother  has  a  right  to  insist  upon  a  trial  thereon." 

"  That  scarcely  any  offense  can  be  so  gross  as  to  place  the  offender 
b^ond  the  pale  of  repentance  or  forgiveness." 

This  is  true  Masonic  charity,  but  the  question  arises  whether  the  rep- 
Qtation  of  the  Order  will  not  suffer  in  some  of  these  cases,  especially 
when  the  repentant  has  undergone  penal  punishment,  the  stigma  result- 
ing therefrom  necessarily  clinging  to  him. 

*'The  dnes  of  a  Brother  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues  can  not 
be  paid  after  his  death  so  as  to  entitle  him  to  a  Masonic  burial." 

'*  It  is  not  necessary  for  a  summons,  issued  to  a  member  of  a  Lodge 
to  attend  a  Communication,  to  be  under  the  seal  of  a  Lodge  ;  a  verbal 
notification  by  the  Tiler  is  sufficient." 

We  are  of  the  opinion  that  when  it  is  necessary  to  issue  so  grave  a 
docament  as  a  sammons,  the  seal  of  the  Lodge  should  appear  on  it 

12 
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We  woald  gladly  follow  Maryland  under  Brother  Oorgas'  lead  into 
other  jarisdictioos,  bat  the  swelling  namber  of  these  manosoript  pages 
admonishes  as  to  be  brief— and  we  paase,  indeed  we  stop,  for  that  is 
the  briefest  way  out  of  onr  dilemma. 

«BAMX>  OFFICXBa 

The  same  as  noted  for  1880. 

Namber  of  Lodges 82 

MASSACHUSETTS,  1880. 

The  proceedings  before  os  present  with  eitoellence  of  print  and  method 
the  doings  of  the  Most  WorshipfalOrand  Lodge  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachosetts  for  1880.  How  sweetly  linked  to  the  past  of  American 
history,  how  redolent  of  memories,  incident  to  the  infancy,  and  strag- 
gling efforts  for  freedom  of  the  Colonies,  is  the  old  and  acceptable  term 
Commonwealth,  as  compared  with  that  of  State,  it  seems  to  embody 
more  pecnliarly  the  fallness  attaching  to  the  idea  of  governmental  indi- 
vidaality  and  completeness.  We  love  the  name  (title)  for  the  notable 
historic  incidents  and  events  it  recalls. 

Besides  the  pleasant  effect  of  its  nnexceplionable  typographical  exe- 
cation,  this  volume  is  ornamented  by  an  excellent  engraved  likeness  of 
the  then  M.  W.  Grand  Master  (now  P.  Q.  M.)  Charles  A.  Welch — a  very 
marked  fietce  is  his,  and  his  features  give  token  of  a  man  of  superior 
intelligence,  firmness  and  consistency. 

This  Grand  Lodge  held  two  special  commanications  daring  the  year. 
One,  October  1st,  to  dedicate  **the  new  Manonic  apartments  of  Norfolk 
Union  Lodge"  at  Randolph  ;  the  other  convened,  December  4th,  at  the 
Masonic  Temple,  and  was  devoted  to  the  solemn  funeral  services  at  the 
grave  *'of  our  late  venerated  Senior  Past  Grand  Master  R.  W.  John  T. 
Heard,"  as  explained  by  the  Grand  Master,  **who  died  at  his  residence 
in  Lonisburg  Square  in  the  City  of  Boston,  on  Wednesday,  December 
1st,  1880." 

The  Annual  Commttnication  was  held  in  Boston,  December  the  8th, 

following  which,  on  the  28th  of  December,  the  Stated  Communication, 

being  the  regular  annual  meeting  for  inKtallation,  was  convened ;  and 

then,  on  the  same  day,  the  Gband  Feast,  **  the  stated  banquet  in  honor 

of  our  eminent  patron  Saint  John  the  Evangelist,  and  attended  by  154 

Brethren,"  was  celebrated.     We  pause  here  a  moment,   though  out  of 

place  in  our  narrative  of  events,  to  give  the  following  incidents  of  the 

feasU  viz  '* 

The  festivities  were  continued  by  addresses  from  the  following  emi- 
nent and  distinguished  brethren  in  succession,  viz  :   K.  W.  Past  Grand 
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Master  Judge  William  S.  Grardaer,  who  referred  in  a  most  impressive 
and  interesting  manner  to  the  great  services  of  onr  lamented  Past  Mas- 
ter John  T.  Heard,  recently  deceased,  and  to  the  f:ir-reaching  utility  of 
his  administration  of  the  aflfairs  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  closing  with  a 
toast  in  honor  of  his  memory,  which  was  drank  by  the  brethren  stand- 
ing and  in  silence  ;  R.  W.  Charles  A.  Welch,  the  retiring  Qrand  Master, 
who  was  greeted  with  a  warm  ovation  by  the  brethren,  and  who  enter- 
tained them  with  his  osnal  sparkling  wit  and  sentiment ;  R.  W.  Josiah 
H.  Drammond,  Fast  Grand  Master  of  Maine,  the  eminent  and  skillful 
Masonic  scholar  and  jurist,  who  paid  the  highest  conceivable  compli- 
ment to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  expressing  the  hope,  and 
indeed  the  assarauce,  that  the  efforts  toward  the  moderniziuf^  of  Ma- 
sonic administration  and  methods,  which  are  observable  in  some  por- 
tions of  the  country,  would  receive  no  countennnce  from  this  conserva- 
tive Body. 

At  each  of  the  communications  above  enumerated  the  Grand  East 
was  amply  represented  by  M.  W.  Charles  Alfred  Welch,  Grand  Master; 
bat  we  now  confine  our  remarks  more  especially  to  the  annual  of  De- 
cember 8tb,  1880,  which  in  historic  sequence  was,  we  believe,  the  147th 
recurrence  of  that  event 

The  Grand  Master  was  on  this  occasion  supported  by  a  full  line  of 
Qrand  Officers,  numerous  permanent  members,  and  the  representatives 
of  153  subordinate  lodges. 

His  annual  address  is  a  well  planned  and  admirably  execated  mes- 
sage, comprehending  all  needful  information  as  to  the  masonic  work 
and  incidents  of  the  year,  and  is  especially  interesting  and  business- 
like in  its  references  to  the  financial  condition  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 
His  statement  of  the  debt,  corroborated  by  the  figures  furnished  by  the 
Grand  Treasurer,  shows  a  remarkable  decrease  from  the  previous  year, 
when  it  was  stated  at  $258,600,  (thq  per  capita  tax  furnishing  $84,- 
850.00  of  this  large  reduction)  and  is  as  follows,  viz: 

The  amount  of  the  debt  to-day  is  $103,300;*  of  which  $100,000  is 
due  to  the  Provident  Institution  for  Savings  on  a  note  dated  yesterday, 
running  three  years  at  an  interest  of  5  per  cent,  per  annum,  com- 
mencing the  15th  instant;  $27,300  due  to  Lodges  with  interest  at  5  per 
cent  per  annum;  and  $36,000  borrowed  on  six  months'  notes  at  4^  per 
cent  per  annum.  This  year  we  have  paid  as  interest  $17,215.61;  next 
year  we  shall  not  probably  pay  more  than  $8,000.  The  reason  for  bor- 
rowing $36,000  on  six  months  is,  that  we  shall  receive  next  year  and 
the  year  after  from  the  capitation  tax  an  amount,  which  not  being 
needed  for  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  Grand  Lodge  nor  for  interest, 
can  be  applied  in  part  at  least  to  the  payment  of  our  debt  We  shall 
have  DO  right  to  pay  any  part  of  the  principal  of  the  debt  to  the  Prov- 
ident Institution  till  the  end  of  the  third  year,  when  the  note  becomes 
due. 

*8ince  this  report  was  made  $1,000.00  additional  has  been  paid  upon  the 
debt 
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His  Tisits  to  Lodges  and  participation  with  them  in  the  ceremonials 
of  dedications,  installation?,  etc,  were  commendably  freqaent 

He  condemns  the  neglect  of  Lodge  Secretaries  in  not  promptly  an- 
swering calls  for  information  firom  the  Grand  Secretary;  and  also  chides 
W.  Masters  >for  inattention  to  Grand  Lodge  rules,  requiring  the 
reading  in  Lodges  of  Grand  Lodge  reports,  and  he  brings  aboot  the 
reprimand  qaite  artistically  as  well  as  efifectively,  thus: 

And  here,  my  Brethren,  let  me  remark  that  on  each  pamf^let  which 
is  issued,  containing  the  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  I  find  the 
words  "Ordered  to  be  read  in  all  the  Lodges;"  and  yet  I  have  been  a 
very  long  time  a  Mason,  and  never  heard  in  this  Masonic  life  of  mine 
any  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  read  in  a  Lodge-room.  In  the 
three  years  during  which,  through  your  kindness,  1  have  held  the 
office  of  Grand  Master  I  have  visited  many  Lodges,  and  discoursed 
upon  that  most  wearisome  of  all  subjects,  the  debt  of  the  Grand 
Lodge;  but  seldom  have  I  found  that  when  I  restated  what  had  al- 
ready been  stated  by  me  in  these  my  Annual  Reports,  any  Brother 
complained,  or  even  looked  as  if  he  thought  the  subject  was  an  old 
one, — 

"As  tedious  as  a  twice-told  tale. 
Vexing  the  dull  ear  of  a  drowsy  man.** 

On  the  contrary,  the  members  of  each  Lodge  seemed  to  listen,  as  if 
what  I  said  was  novel.  And  you  all  know  that,  from  the  time  of  Si. 
Paul  to  the  present,  most  people  are  like  the  Athenians  of  old,  always 
ready  '*to  hear  some  new  thing, '  although  they  may  not  in  the  end 
follow  the  advice  given;  and  so  they  listened  to  me,  and  sometimes 
without  following  my  advice.  In  fact,  I  am  very  much  tempted  to 
believe  that  there  is  not  in  this  present  assembly  a  single  Mason  who 
ever  heard  read  in  the  Lodge  anything  contained  within  those  covers, 
which  bear  on  the -outside  that  somewhat  formidable  inscription  to 
which  I  have  referred:  "Ordered  to  be  read  in  all  the  Lo<1gefl."  Now, 
it  may  not  be  useful  to  read  everything  contained  in  our  proceedings; 
but  it  seems  to  me  that  there  are  some  portions  of  the  Grand  Master's 
Annual  Beport,  even  of  this  one  which  I  am  reading  to  you,  which 
might  be  profitable  to  your  Lodges  to  hear;  and  the  part  especially 
which  relates  to  the  financial  condition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  should 
be  understood  by  every  affiliated  Mason  m  the  Commonwealth,  in  order 
that  he  may  form  an  opinion  whether  the  officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
have  in  their  expenditures  practised  that  economy  in  the  admiuistra- 
tion  of  its  finances,  which  it  is  not  only  their  duty  to  practise,  but  your 
duty  to  cause  to  be  practised. 

He  did  not  visit  South  Carolina,  or  the  Cowpens,  but  instead  an- 
swered the  invitation  by  proxy,  thus: 

October  1,  18B0.  A  warrant  was  issued  to  B.  W.  Henry  Buist,  Past 
Grand  Muster  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  South  Carolina,  to  represent  me 
at  the  celebration  of  the  anniversary  (Oct.  7th)  of  the  battle  of  Cow- 
pens.  It  was  the  wish  of  the  Fraternity  in  South  Carolina  to  have  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  each  of  the  thirteen  original  States  represented  by  the 
Gnind  Master  or  bis  representative. 

Here  we  have  an  instance  of  the  prerogative  used  to  (JUspense  with  the 
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Grand  Master  in  peruonal  presence.  Who  will  now  attempt  to  limit 
the  power  and  efficacy  of  a  land-mark,  which  can  preserve  intact  the 
power  of  a  Grand  Master  at  home  and  at  the  same  time  transmit  his 
authority  to  a  jarisdiction  a  thousand  miles  away.  Carolina,  however, 
undoubtedly  regretted  the  necessity  which  warranted  a  sabstitute. 

We  are  strongly  inclined  to  favor  the  admission  of  Past  Masters  to 
the  privilege  of  Grand  Lodge  membership,  and  where  it  is  not  possible 
to  admit  all,  would  not  object  to  the  plan  of  representation  embodied 
in  the  following  report  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  viz: 

KKPOBT  OF  OOMMrrTEE  ON   THB  PROPOSED  AKENDUENT  TO  THE  CONSTITU- 
TION, PART  L,  ART.    2. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  following  proposediimend- 
ment  to  Part  I,  Art  2,  of  the  Grand  Constitution,  viz:  **Tne  Past 
Masters  in  each  Masonic  District  may,  in  the  month  of  December,  elect 
one  of  their  number  to  represent  them  in  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  the 

SerBon  so  elected  shall  act  as  such  member  for  two  years  from  St 
obn*8  day,  in  said  December,  inclusive. 

"In  case  of  his  death,  resignation,  or  election,  or  appointment  to 
any  office  entitling  him  to  a  vote  in  the  Grand  Lodge,  the  Past  Mas- 
ters in  said  Districts  shall,  as  soon  after  as  may  be,  elect  his  suc- 
cessor," respectfully  report  as  follows: 

The  Grand  Lodge  being  the  Masonic  Body  in  which  all  matters  af- 
fecting the  interests  of  the  Craft  are  discussed  and  all  laws  for  its  gov- 
ernment are  made,  it  should  be  able  to  avail  itself  of  all  the  skill  and 
wisdom  that  the  frateruity  can  afiford. 

Composed,  as  it  is,  of  its  officers,  its  permanent  members  and  the 
Masters  and  Wardens  of  the  several  Lodges,  it  comprises  within  its 
ranks  many  who  are  eminently  distinguished  for  their  zeal  and  ability, 
and  whose  counsels  are  of  infinite  value  to  the  institution. 

It  is  thought  by  your  committee  thit  the  number  of  these  may  be  in- 
creased and  the  best  interests  of  the  Craft  subserved  by  the  adoption 
of  the  proposed  amendment  and  the  admission  of  Past  Masters  to  rep- 
resentation in  the  Grand  Lodge.  The  Master  having,  it  may  be  as- 
sumed, represented  his  Lodge  as  Junior  Warden,  Senior  Warden,  and 
Master  an  average  term  of  six  years,  has  in  that  time  become  familiar 
with  the  matters  which  engage  the  attention  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and 
brings  to  their  consideration  a  knowledge  and  experience  which  can- 
not be  expected  from  younger  members.  This  knowledge  and  expe- 
rience it  is  proposed  by  this  amendment  to  retain. 

Tho  minutee  generally  attest  the  intelligence  and  skilful  work,  char- 
acteristic of  this  distinguished  body  of  Craftsmen,  and  with  this  gen- 
eral remark  we  must,  for  want  of  time,  desist  from  further  reference 
to  the  details  of  their  labors.  We  will  linger  a  moment,  however,  over 
the  installation  ceremonies  of  the  28th  December,  attracted  thereto  by 
the  good  and  elevating  words  of  praise  and  supplication  the  Bev.  Bro. 
Josiah  Yonng,  G.  Chaplain,  was  inspired  to  utter  on  that  interesting 
occasion.  He  was  *'in  the  spirit  on  that  day,**  and  again  in  this  prayer 
has  voiced  those  thhllingly  appropriate  adorations,  which  have  again 
tnd  again  sweotly  lured  us  to  prayerful  meditation. 
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This  prajer  may  with  pecnliar  propriety  be  teirmed  a  benediction. 
Here  it  is: 

PBATKB  OF  mSTAIXATIOK. 

Infinite  and  Eternal  Qod !  Soal  of  oar  soals  and  changeless  Centre 
of  the  Universe !  Aiouiid  Thy  fixed  and  abiding  Throne  the  tides  of 
life  ebb  and  flow,  and  all  thai  live,  live  and  move  and  have  their  being 
in  Thee. 

Behold,  God  is  great,  and  we  know  Him  not;  neither  can  the  num- 
ber of  HiR  years  be  searched  oat.  Behold,  God  is  iBigl4>',  and  yet  de- 
spiseth  not  any;  He  is  mighty  in  wisdom  and  in  strength;  mmdufui 
in  counsel,  and  excellent  in  working.  He  doeth  great  things  and  an- 
searchable,  marveloas  things  without  nnmber.  He  disappointeth  the 
desire  of  the  wicked,  taketh  the  crafty  in  their  own  canning,  and  the ' 
connsel  of  the  fro  ward  is  carried  headlong.  They  meet  with  darkness 
in  the  daytime,  and  grope  in  the  noonday  as  in  the  night.  Bat  the 
steps  of  the  good  are  ordered  by  the  Lord;  He  apholdeth  him  by  His 
hand.  The  righteons  Lord  loveth  the  righteoos;  He  shall  deliver 
them  in  six  troubles,  yea,  in  seven;  there  shall  no  evil  touch  thee; 
thon  shalt  be  hid  from  the  scourge  of  the  tongue;  thou  shalt  not  be 
ashamed  in  the  time  of  evil,  neither  shalt  thou  be  afraid  of  destruction 
when  it  cometh.  For  thou  shalt  be  in  league  with  the  very  stones  of 
the  field,  and  the  beast  of  the  field  shall  be  at  peace  with  thee;  and 
thou  shalt  know,  as  thon  fearest  God,  and  doeth  that  which  is  right* 
that  thy  tabernacle  shall  be  in  peace. 

O  Thou,  who  streugtheneth  man's  heart  in  good,  with  Thy  favor  be- 
hold, and  with  Thy  loving  kindness,  regard  Thy  servant,  who  now 
kneels  before  Thee,  that  prayer  may  be  offered  in  his  behalf,  as  he  is 
about  to  assume  the  responsibilities  and  trusts  o!  the  high  office  to 
which  his  Brethren  have  chosen  and  would  now  exalt  him.  O  Thoa, 
who  answereth  prayer,  hear  us  now,  and  grant  unto  Thy  servant  grace, 
whereby  he  may,  in  all  things,  serve  Thee  acceptably  with  reverence 
and  godly  fear.  Give  unto  him  Truth,  Gratitude,  Prudence,  Temper- 
ance, and  Justice,  all  the  needful  things  which  reverent  and  believing 
prayer  offered  at  this  altar,  dedicated  to  brotherly  love  and  holy  char- 
ity, may  ask  for  him,  and  ask  not  in  vain.  Make  him,  O  God,  a  good 
man,  broad  in  opinion,  cbariteble  in  judgment,  wise  in  decision,  and 
firm  in  action.  Illuminate  his  path  with  the  brightness  of  Thy  troth, 
and,  evermore  yielding  himself  np  implicitly  to  the  suggestions  and 
guidance  of  Thy  Spirit,  may  he,  in  his  daily  walk  and  work  exemplify, 
as  before  the  Craft  so  before  the  world,  all  the  high  virtues  and  pure 
principles  which  are  composing  parts  of  that  spiritual  temple  which  it 
is  our  life-work  to  build  unto  God.  And  not  to  him  only,  but  to  all 
associated  with  him  in  the  government  of  this  fellowship,  and  in  the 
direction  of  its  af&irs,  give  those  capacities  and  dispositions  which  are 
suited  to  their  respective  stations,  that  they  may  be  of  one  mind  and 
one  heart;  laborers  together,  faithful  and  efficient;  lovers  of  concord, 
working  harmoniously,  and  working  with  a  wise  and  understanding 
zeal  to  the  one  great  end, — to  promote  the  godly  peace  and  prosperity 
of  this  Grand  Lodge,  and,  through  it,  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  our 
Ancient  and  Honorable  Fraternity  throughout  this  Commonwealth, 
on  which,  we  beseech  Thee,  let  Thy  Fatherly  blesssng  descend  and 
rest. 

Glory  be  to  God  in  the  highest ;  on  earth  peace  and  good-will  towards 
men.     Amen. 
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OBIKD  OFnCKBS: 

M.  W.  Bio.  S^noel  G.  Lawrence Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Bro.  Tracy  P.  GbeeTer  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Number  of  chartered  Lodges 225. 

One  Lodge  U.  D. 

MICHIGAN.  1881. 

Tbe  Grand  Lodge  of  Michigan  held  a  Special  Gommonication  at  Mt. 
Clemens,  October  Slat,  1880,  engaged  in  "laying  the  comer  stone  of 
tbeCoort  Honse;**  and  sabeeqaently  convened  its  37th  Annoal  Gom- 
fflonication  at  Dbtboit,  January  25th,  A.  D.  1881. 

Present,  M  W.  Grand  Master  Jno.  W.  McGrath,  with  all  Grand  Of- 
fioeis  in  station  and  the  Bepresentatives  of  335  (of  343  total)  chartered 
Lodges. 

We  observe  no  special  mention  of  Grand  Representatives,  as  present, 
tho'  we  And  that  ssTeral  Brethren,  whose  names  appear  in  the  table  of 
iQch  officials,  were  also  official  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  as  for  in- 
ittnce,  R.  W.  Grand  Lecturer  Bro.  Arthur  M.  Clfirk  is  the  G.  Repre- 
MDtative  of  Alabama,  according  to  tabular  list  The  Grand  Master's 
address  is  a  long  and  apparently  exhaustive  message;  long  addresses  ap- 
pear to  be  the  style  in  this  jurisdiction,  and  we  had  occasion  last  year 
to  remark  upon  the  length  of  G.  B/Iaster  Striker's  address,  the  one  im- 
mediately preceding  the  message  now  under  consideration. 

Much,  however,  of  the  tedium  of  this  document  is  attributable  to  the 
annsnal  number  of  decisions  recorded  in  it,  some  58  questions  being 
atated  with  the  answers  given,  many  of  them  very  appropriate,  but 
none  of  them  very  brief.  The  questions  cover  an  almost  unlimited 
variety  of  difficulties,  many  of  them  relating  to  mere  forms,  some  in- 
volving important  questions  of  masonic  law.  and  a  few  of  them  quite 
frivolous.  The  G.  Master  seems  to  have,  very  good  naturedly,  enter- 
tained and  answered  all  questions  put  to  him,  and  thus  by  not  restrain- 
ing the  questionings  has  really  encouraged  individuals  as  well  as  Lodges 
to  pose  him  with  unlimited  interrogations.  If  this  habit  continues  it 
will  be  difficult  to  estimate  for  the  future  how  many  and  what  sort  of 
questions  will  be  propounded  in  Michigan. 

We  give  a  few  of  his  decisions,  those  to  which  we  object  as  unma- 
flooic,  and  quote  also  the  objections  urged  against  them  by  their  Gom- 
mittee  on  Jurisprudence. 

10.  A  Lodge  elects  an  incompetent  secretary.  What  course  shall 
we  take  to  fill  the  office  by  a  competent  brother? 

Attswfr.  Bequest  him  to  resign  and  fill  the  vacancy.  Tbe  regula- 
ttons  contain  no  provisions  for  removal  from  office  lor  incompetency. 
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The  Orand  Lodge  did  not  anticipate  that  a  Lodge  woald  elect  an  in- 
competent officer. 

37.  A  Jnnior  Warden  expresses  himself  as  dissatisfied  with  the 
action  of  some  of  the  members,  and  asks: 

A.  Can  I  resign  ? 

AmBwer,  Clearly  not,  without  the  consent  of  yonr  Lodge.  You  ob- 
ligated yourself  to  discharge  the  duties  of  Junior  Warden  for  a  certain 
period,  or  until  your  successor  was  chosen,  and  unless  the  Lodge  accept 
your  resignation  and  elect  your  successor,  yon  must  continue  to  per- 
form the  duties  of  your  office. 

B.  Can  the  Lodge  withhold  a  dimit  from  me  unless  charges  are  pre- 
ferred? 

Answer,  Yes,  if  you  fail  to  get  the  necessary  two-thirds  Tote  grant- 
ing the  dimit,  there  is  no  power  that  can  force  the  Lodge  to  dimit  yon. 
There  is  really  no  reason  wh^  yon  should  resign  or  dimit.  As  an  offi- 
cer you  should  endeavor  to  improve  the  Lodge  and  its  members. 

The  Committee  say: 

Secofid.  The  answer  to  Question  10,  your  committee  cannot  concur 
in.  The  Secretary  of  a  Lodge  cannot  resign.  An  office  terminates  in 
Masonry  only  in  three  ways— by  the  expiration  of  the  term,  by  death 
or  by  expulsion.     P.  G.  M.  Striker,  decided : 

"A  Brother  regularly  elected  and  duly  installed  in  an  office,  in  a 
Subordinate  Lodge  Ciinnot  resign — severing  of  membership  is  the  only 
mode  of  creating  a  vacancy  in  office.'*  This  was  approved  by  this 
Grand  Body. 

(Transactions  G.  L.,  1879,  page  28.) 

Biackey  says :  '*  Every  officer  is  elected  for  twelve  months  ;  and 
at  his  installation  solemnly  promises  to  perform  the  duties  of  that 
office  until  the  next  regular  day  of  election.  And  hence  the  Lodge 
cannot  permit  him  by  resignation  to  violate  his  obligation  of  office." 
If  the  Lodge  makes  a  mistake  and  elects  to  office  an  incompetent 
brother,  it  devolves  upon  the  Muster  to  see  to  it  that  the  duties  of  the 
office  are  properly  discharged,  and  to  this  eud  should  assist  the 
brother,  and  give  him  proper  instructions,  and  to  open  and  govern  his 
Lodge  in  such  a  manner  that  no  evil  comes  to  the  Craft. 

And  apply  the  same  remarks  to  decision  No.  37,  thus: 

Your  committee  entirely  dissent  from  the  answer  of  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter to  this  question,  and  without  stating  anew  our  reasons  therefor,  re- 
spectfully refer  to  what  we  have  already  said  upon  the  subject  in  our 
dliscussion  of  Question  10,  as  above  stated. 

In  these  decisions  the  keeper  of  a  hotel  with  a  bar  attachment,  figures 
as  a  W.  M.  elect,  contrary  to  the  temperance  resolution  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  and  the  Grand  Master  is  brought  in  contact  with  this  difficulty 
and  thus  diposes  of  it: 

48.  A  Master  writes :  My  Lodge  elects  the  keeper  of  an  orderly  ho- 
tel, connected  with  which  is  a  bar  where  liquors  are  sold,  but  is  other- 
wise unobjectionable,  to  the  office  of  Master:    Can  he  be  installed? 
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Answer,  The  resolation  of  the  Grand  Lodge  makes  the  sale  of  in- 
toxicating liqaors,  to  be  need  an  a  beverage,  an  offense  for  which  charges 
may  be  preferred  and  a  trial  had.  It  simply  adds  one  to  the  catalogue 
of  masonic  offenses,  which  before  included  intemperance  and  licen- 
tioosness.  The  brother  elected  has  been  for  some  time  liable  to 
charges;  he  has  of  course  filled  a  Warden's  chair,  and  thnt,  too,  while 
engaged  in  the  same  business;  no  charges  have  been  preferred.  While 
I  doubt  the  wisdom  of  the  election,  I  doubt  my  authority  or  yours  to 
set  aside  the  election  without  trial,  or  without  oven  the  preliminary  ad- 
monition. The  installation  of  the  brother  does  not  condone  the 
offense  nor  take  away  the  remedy;  and  I  do  not  regard  it  as  a  case 
warranting  a  refnsal  to  install. 

The  real  question  here  is,  whether  the  Lodge  has  not  rendered  itself 
liable  to  discipline;  the  brother  simply  allowed  himself  to  be  elected; 
the  Lodge,  in  the  face  of  the  resolution,  elected  him. 

The  jarisdiction  is  troubled  about  non-affiliates  and  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter proposes  a  remedy  thereanent,  which  we  think  an  impracticable 
one,  Tiz: 

DIMITTED  MASONS. 

The  number  of  onaffiliated  Masons  is  increasing.  The  affiliated 
bear  the  expense  of  the  support  of  our  system— the  relief  of  the  needy 
and  the  burial  of  the  dead.  At  least  one- half  of  the  applicants  for 
relief  are  dimitted  Masons.  Their  credentials  say  that  they  are  worthy 
brethren,  entitled  to  our  consideration,  &c.,  yet  it  seems  almost  an  im- 
position to  require  those  that  bear  all  the  burdens  to  contribute  to  the 
relief  of  those  who  have  persistently  neglected  to  contribute.  In  some 
jurisdictions  non-affiliates  are  denied  the  right  of  Masonic  burial.  To 
this  complexion  must  we  come,  unless  some  system  is  adopted  to  pre- 
▼ent  non-affiliation.  The  greatest  objection  to  the  present  system  is 
that  these  dimitted  brethren  are  practically  without  our  penal  jurisdic- 
tion. I,  therefore,  recommend  the  adoption  of  a  regulation  similar  to 
that  in  force  in  New  York,  which  provides  that  the  granting  of  a  diroit 
shall  be  conditioned  upon  the  election  of  the  applicant  to  membership 
in  another  Lodge.  Tneir  discharge  from  their  obligations  in  one  Lodge 
should  be  conditioned  upon  the  assumption  of  like  obligations  in 
another  Lodge.  In  our  own  jurisdiction,  the  place  of  deposit  of  a  dimit 
does  not  depend  upon  residence. 

He  closes  his  address  thus  pleasantly  and  instructively: 

To  the  Graft  be  this  my  official  valediction  : 

Do  not  regard  Masonry  as  a  mere  pastime,  but  as  an  aid  to  the  high- 
est development  of  man:  that,  like  every  other  blesHiog,  it  derives  its 
value  from  its  practical  use:  that  be  who  bears  no  Masonic  fruit  is  un- 
worthy the  name  of  Mason:  that  the  best  service  you  can  render  to 
Masonry  is  practice  of  its  tenets.  Make  the  most  of  life:  That  life  is 
longest  which  bears  the  most  good  fruit.  Aim  to  do  well  every  duty 
that  crowds  your  pathway.  Control  self.  Be  men  of  decision,  recti- 
tude and  conscientiousness.  Love  justice,  mercy,  truth,  kindness  and 
charity;  and  last,  but  not  least,  love  God  and  your  fellowmeo. 

"Oh,  if  there  is  one  law  above  the  rest, 
Written  in  reason;  if  there  is  a  word 
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That  I  woald  trace  as  with  a  pen  of  fire 
Upon  the  ansann'd  temper  of  a  child; 
If  there  is  anything  that  keeps  the  mind 
Open  to  angel  visitB,  and  repels 
The  ministry  of  ill — 'Tis  human  love.** 

The  reports  and  proceedings  generally  indicate  a  well  conditioned 
and  fairly  prosperous  state  of  the  Graft  in  this  large  jurisdiction. 

The  following  reception  incidents  are  of  more  than  usual  interest 
and  we  transfer  them  to  our  pages,  viz: 

DIRTINOniSHED  BBSTHBBN. 

M.  W.  Bro.  John  W.  McGrath,  Grand  Master,  presented  to  the  Grand 
Lod|(e,  W.  Bro.  Henry  B.  Coleman,  the  Representative  of  Michigan 
near  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kentucky.  He  was  received  in  a  manner  be- 
fitting his  exalted  station  and  responded  in  an  eloquent  speech,  alluding 
to  the  close  connection  between  the  two  Grand  Jurisdictions,  ana 
pledged  himself  to  work  diligently  for  the  cause  of  Freemasonry  at  all 
times. 

W.  Bro.  Wm.  Dunham,  Past  Grand  Master,  and  Representative  from 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kentucky,  responded  in  an  able,  couxteous  and 
fraternal  manner  to  the  remarks  ol  W.  Bro.  Coleman,  and  pledged 
himself  to  attend  at  any  time  to  the  wants  of  Kentucky. 

M.  W.  Grand  Master  McGrath  then  called  upon  W.  Bro.  Rob.  Mor- 
ris, P.  G.  M.,  of  Kentucky,  to  tell  **his  experience,*'  which  it  is  only 
necessary  to  say  was  done  in  *'Rob.  Morris**'  own  style.  To  say  thist 
means  that  it  was  well  done,  for  none  can  excel— and  but  few  equal — 
Dr.  Morris  in  oratorical  powers. 

The  following  beautiful  lines  were  recited  by  Bro.  Morris  and  afiec- 
tionately  dedicated  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Michigan: 

••VIBT  SOON." 

Lines  composed  and  affectionately  inscribed  to  the  veteran  masons  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Michigan: 

There's  a  change  will  surely  meet  us 

Very  soon: 
Though  our  dearest  friends  may  greet  us 
May  bewail  us  and  entreat  us 
Yet  death's  onset  will  defeat  us 

Very  soon —very  soon. 

Then  these  Emblems,  old  and  hoary, 
Very  soon. 

Will  yield  up  their  Mystic  story 
Making  plain  the  Allegory, 
Blazing  with  a  blaze  of  glory 

Tery  soon— very  soon. 
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Oh,  the  heart-aches  that  will  leave  as 

Vety  soon! 
Oh,  the  partings  that  bereave  as 
And  the  traitors  that  deceive  as, 
They  shall  lose  their  power  to  grieve  as 

Very  soon — very  soon. 

Soon  the  bedside  of  the  dying 

Very  soon, — 
Soon  the  weeping  and  the  sighing,  — 
Soon  the  Acacia  death-defying. 
And  the  clods  above  as  lying 

Very  soon — very  soon. 

Bat  in  bright  lands  o'er  the  River 

Very  soon^ 
Midst  the  treasares  of  the  Giver, 
Who  from  sorrow  doth  deliver. 
We  shall  form  oar  Lodge  for  ever 

Very  soon — very  soon. 

We  note  the  adoption  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  a  very  good  and  appro- 
priate borial  service  pablished  in  these  proceedings.  Bat  this  nota- 
tion has  no  special  reference  to  the  Vetebans  who  inspired  Brother 
Morris*  mase— however  mach  veterans  may  tend  to  the  grave.  It  is 
here  introduced  simply  becaase  we  forgot  to  mention  it  before,  and  not 
with  any  desire  to  add  to  the  solemnity  of  the  above  ode. 

In  Grand  Master  McGrath's  pablic  address  on  the  2l6t  of  October,  1880, 
alter  the  ceremonial  of  laying  the  comer  stone  of  the  Coart  Hoase  at 
Mt.  Clemens,  he  gave  an  inntance  of  coincidence  in  the  cnstoms  of 
ancient  coarts'and  Masonic  asages,  which  is  new  and  interesting  to  as, 
and  which  we  leprodace  below,  viz  : 

There  is  a  striking  analogy  between  the  early  medieval  court  and  a 
Masonic  Lodge,  that  1  am  compelled  to  notice.     Originally  courts  were 
held  in  the  open  air.     Ancient  Gothic  tribanals  convened  on  high  hills 
on  rising  ground,  or  in  valleys.    Out-door  coarts  were  held  as  late  as 
1688.     The  earliest  form  of  a  court  was  circular  ;  this  changed  into  an 
oval,  and  finally  to  an  oblong  square  ;  ingresses  were  placed  at  the  south 
and  west,  which  were  under  the  charge  of  two  persons,  who  were  denom- 
inated wardens.     The  bailifi&t  carried  wands ;  the  court  opened  with  a 
colloquy ;  the  chief  justice  pronounced  certain  questions  to  his  associ- 
ates, as,  whether  the  proper  time  bad  arrived,  whether  the  year,  place 
and  date  wore  correct,  what  number  composed  saoh  a  justiciary,  etc. 
After  the  colloqay,  a  proclamation  was  made  and  transmitted  through 
snbordinate  officers,  that  no  one  should  depart  without  license  or  enter 
without  permission,  and  that  no  private  business  should  be  transacted. 
The  approach  to  the  court  room  was  restricted  to  the  free  born  ;  the 
accused  stood  in  the  north  ;  in  the  center  of  the  court,  directly  before 
the  jadge,  stood  an  altar-piece  or  shrine ;  the  south  was  deemed  honor- 
able,  the  north  was  typical  of  frightful  Rombreuess,    the  executioner 
tonied  the  connct's  face  northward  ;  the  walls  were  tinged  with  a  blue 
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sky,  stadded  with  stars ;  the  coart  was  located  doe  east  and  west ;  the 
hat  was  a  symbol  of  power  and  aatbority  ;  the  gavel  was  also  a  syml>ol 
of  authority,  and  was  ased  to  assemble  the  people ;  a  stroke  with  the 
gavel  restored  order  ;  and  when  the  coart  concloded,  a  blow  was  given, 
and  thi(»  order  pronounced:  ** Since  no  farther  bosiness  appears,  the 
coart  is  now  closed.'*  Courts  were  convoked,  by  almost  universal  usage, 
on  or  before  the  full  moon ;  the  sword  and  shield  were  suspended,  and 
other  symbols  were  spread  and  remained  exposed  during  tho  session. 
During*  the  early  middle  ages  no  court  was  legieilly  organized  unless  three 
judges  at  least  were  present. 

The  likeness  could  not  have  been  the  result  of  mere  accident.  Its 
significance  is  the  more  marked  when  we  consider  that  during  the  mid- 
dle ages  and  until  the  close  of  the  thirteenth  centur}',  there  was  no 
uuiversnlly  accepted  tribunals  where  difficulties  were  adjusted  upon  set- 
tled principles,  and  for  centuries  prior  to  this  time,  by  common  usages 
and  often  by  statutory  provisions,  Masonic  Lodges  exercised  independ- 
ent judicial  powers. 

THE  BEPOBT  ON  OOSBBSPONDENCE 

is  by  Brother  Wm.  P.  Innes,  G.  S.  for  Committee,  and  is  more  full,  and 
consequently  more  acceptable,  than  the  constrained  brief  of  1880.  We 
would  like  to  see  Brother  Innes  once  more  relieved  from  restrain  and 
wielding  his  free  pen  over  pages  limited  only  by  his  own  discriminating 
perceptions  of  propriety  and  necessity. 

Ue  has  in  this  review  fairly  reported  on  the  proceedings  of  53  Grand 
Lodges,  giving  those  of  Alabama  for  1879  due  consideration  and  appro- 
priate mention.  His  **  Condensation  of  Decdsions  "  is  admirable  and 
valuable.  His  report  on  **New  South  Wales**  is  by  far  the  most  can- 
did and  full  of  any  we  have  yet  met  with,  in  our  perusal  of  American 
reviews,  and  it  has  interested  us  no  little.  Our  study  of  this  subject 
inclines  us  to  advocate  the  recognition  of  the  new  Grand  Lodge  of  New 
South  Wales,  as  tending  to  promote  the  true  interests  of  Masonry  in 
that  region.  What  say  you.  Brother  Innes?  Can*t  you  take  a  bold  step 
in  aid  of  those  colonial  objectors  to  **  taxation  without  representation.*' 
This  straggle  for  independence  ? 

Brother  Innis  closes  his  report  thus  : 

To  briefly  review  the  proceedings  of  fifty-three  Sister  Grand  Lodges, 
is  no  easy  occupation,  and  we  hope  and  trust  that  the  membere  of  the 
"Corps  Reportorial**  will  treat  us  kindly  and  lightly  pass  over  our 
imperfections. 

OBAND  0FFICEB8. 

M.  W.  Brother  Oliver  L.  Spaulding Grand  Master. 

R  W.  Brother  William  P.  Innes,  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Total  number  of  chartered  Lodges 343. 
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MINNESOTA,   188  J, 

Minnesota  gives  ns,  in  a  neat  and  unexceptionable  record,  the  pro- 
ceedings of  its  Grand  Lodge  at  the  28th  Annual  Commonication,  held 
at  St  Faal,  Tnesday,  January  11th,  A.  D.  1881. 

Present,  M.  W.  H.  B.  Welld,  Grand  Master,  with  all  Grand  Officers, 
many  Past  Grand  officials,  and  the  Representatives  of  119  (of  its  133) 
chartered  Lodges— a  very  good  proportionate  Representation,  giving 
token  of  the  continued  interest  of  the  Lodges  in  the  work  of  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

Grand  Master  Wells,  in  his  usual  and  felicitous  style,  narrates  in  his 
iDDual  address  the  events  of  the  year,  giving  full  details  of  local  mat- 
ters and  not  neglecting  those  relating  to  other  jurisdictions. 

We  like  well  the  results  of  his  kind  efforts  at  conciliation  in  the  recent, 
bat  now  happily  reconciled,  dispute  with  Dakota.  We  differed  very 
decidedly  with  him,  as  our  remarks  of  Inst  year  on  this  topic  will  show, 
on  the  true  principles  underlying  that  controversy  ;  and  we  are  glad  to 
find  him  now,  after  study  and  reflection,  n  practical  advocate  of  '*  Grand 
Lodge  Supremacy.'*  He  says,  after  rehearsing  the  origin  of  the  contro- 
versy and  the  events  tending  to  its  reconciliation  (among  which  his  own 
magnanimous  concessions  were  prevalent  ones,)  that — 

The  continued  exercise  of  Jurisdiction  in  Dakota  by  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Minnesota,  was  not  only  exciting  the  severe  criticism  of  our  sister 
Grand  Lodges,  but  was  fostering  discord  with  our  Brethren  in  Dakota. 
I  felt  keenly  the  responsibility  that  I  deemed  to  rest  upon  me  to  pre- 
serve the  dignity  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Minnesota,  and  to  promote 
harmony.  And  with  this  view  I  investigated  the  questions  involved 
to  the  extent  of  my  opportunities.  After  such  research  I  am  convinced 
that  the  great  weight  of  authority  is  against  our  position  and  in  favor 
of  the  est^iblishiug,  as  the  governing  law  in  such  cases,  the  American 
rale  of  absolute,  exclusive  Territorial  jurisdiction.  Accepting  that 
view,  to  promote  harmony,  to  protect  the  Brethren  of  Bismarck  against 
any  intemperate  action  on  the  part  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Dakota,  and 
to  prevent  the  perpetuation  of  a  hateful  precedent,  resulting  always,  as 
illustrated  in  our  experience,  in  confusion,  I  at  once  addressed  the  W.*. 
M.'.  of  Bismarck  Lodge,  expressing  fully  my  conclusions  and  not  hesi- 
tating to  advise  affiliation  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Dakota. 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  Brethren  of  Bismarck  Lodge,  pleased  and 
grateful  for  this  action,  unanimously  accepted  my  suggestion,  and  are 
now  in  affiliation  with  the  Grand  Lod^e  of  Dakota,  on  terms  of  Fraternal 
equality  with  the  other  subordinate  Lodges  in  that  jurisdiction. 

He  annoanoes,  with  appropriate  eulogy,  the  death  of 

R.  W.  Abneb  C.  Sbhth,  P.  G.  S. 

who  departed  September  24th,  1S80,   and  was    "a  zealous  and  earnest 
Mason." 
Had  issned  Dispensations  for  the  formation  of  seven  new  Lodges — 
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presumably  tbis  betokens  healthy  progress.    Pertinent  to  this  topic  he 
remarks ; 

Owing  to  the  wonderful  development  of  the  newly  settled  portion  of 
the  jnrisdiction,  the  great  desire  for  Lodge  privileges  among  oar  breth- 
ren residing  in  the  towns  and  cities  which  are  being  so  rapidly  bailt 
npon  the  lines  of  newly  constracted  railways.  I  have  been  impelled  to 
relax  somewhat  the  conservative  restraint  heretofore  observed  in  grant- 
ing Dispensations  for  new  Lodges.  The  rule  never  to  establish  new 
Lodges  where  the  effect  will  be  to  weaken  the  old,  nor  for  convenience 
merely,  to  render  Masonry  cheap,  is  a  most  wholesome  one  and  shoold 
be  obeyed  ;  but  there  are  circnmstiinces  when  strict  adherence  to  rale 
wonld  seem  a  tribute  to  despotism,  inviting  revolution. 

The  past  season  has  presented  to  us  such  a  time,  let  us  hope  a  precur- 
sor of  more  to  follow.  To-day  we  saw  the  column  pass,  the  next  the 
prairie  where  they  spread  was  dotted  with  their  dwelling:!.  Then  the 
station  and  forthwith  the  clang  of  enterprise  molds  itself  into  edifice 
and  mart 

The  builders  meet,  of  every  class  and  race  and  creed,  to  review  their 
work  They  greet  then  the  exclamation  of  glad  surprise,  then  the  fra- 
ternal grasp  goes  round  and  this,  the  prayer  of  their  petition  :  We  have 
builded  homes  and  trade,  have  establiHhed  law  for  our  differences  and 
institutions  to  aid  ia  our  CDlightenment,  give  us  now  our  altar  to  gov- 
ern and  cement  us  in  harmony. 

To-morrow  the  rival  town  appears,  the  impulse,  the  prayer  the  same. 

We  cAn  not  forecast  the  future,  nor  predict  lest  we  blunt  the  zeal 
which  is  full  of  promise.  Trusting  to  the  generous  discrimination  of 
our  brothers  and  their  interest  in  the*  growth  and  stability  of  onr  Lodges, 
we  grant  them  warrant,  praying  for  the  prosperity  of  both,  yet  confident 
that  if  calamity  threaten ,  the  Craft  will  see  the  virtue  and  strength  in 
consolidation. 

We  should  not  let  pride  or  ambition  deter  us  from  the  recognition 
that  it  is  unity  and  strength  that  gives  temples  and  power  for  good, 
while  dissentions  and  disaster  follow  weakness  and  divisions. 

He  is  willing  to  aid  those  persecuted  for  Masonry's  sake,  us  the  fol- 
lowing well  expressed  opinion  will  attest : 

My  attention  has  been  called  to  a  circular  issued  by  certain  brethren, 
members  of  Bed  Wing  Lodgd  No.  8.  and  Arcturns  Lodge  No.  130,  at 
Hed  Wiug,  addressed  '*  Tu  the  Masonic  Fraternity  of  the  United  States," 
and  stating,  among  other  things,  that  they  have  been  excommunicated 
from  their  Church  becanse  of  their  refusal  to  renounce  Masonry  ;  that 
they  have  organized  a  new  Church  and  now  solicit  aid.  us  Masons,  in 
their  organization  and  in  the  erection  of  a  Church  edifice.  My  first 
impression  was  that  tbis  appeal  did  not  full  strictly  within  the  range  of 
niiiHonic  charity  entitling  to  relief,  bnt  ought  rather  to  be  addressed  to 
the  liberally  diKposed  lovers  of  religions  freedom  everywhere  Uiion 
further  consideration  I  am  clear  that  this  appeal  is  from  worthy  broth- 
ers in  distress,  and,  as  such,  entitled  to  our  heartiest  sympathy  and 
sanport. 

Masonry  does  not  step  aside  to  accept  assault,  nor  to  antagonize  assail- 
ants, but  it  oui;ht  ever  to  asHist  a  fulling  Brother,  whether  he  is  stricken 
by  sect  or  Satan.  It  is  the  conservator  of  good,  its  mihsion  is  to  make 
men  wiser,  better,  and  consequently  happier.     And   as  along  its  path- 
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way  through  the  ages,  religions  filets,  based  upon  Masonic  incidents, 
have  spmng  ap,  it  has  accepted  and  does  accept  them  as  auzilliaries 
in  the  great  work.  It  can  have  no  controversy  with  any,  bat  asks 
oo-operation  in  its  holy  mission.  I  ask  for  our  Brothers  earnest  con- 
sideration of  their  petition. 

He  gives  us  a  view  of  their  finances  which  suggests  ease,  if  not 
plenty,  in  the  exchequer,  the  unappropriated  balance  being  slated  at 
$1,721.17. 

He  decides  a  question  according  to  the  law  of  the  jurisdiction,  thus: 

Does  the  judgment  of  reversal  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  when  based  upon 
the  insufficiency  of  charge,  or  of  evidence  to  sustain  it,  or  upon  irregu- 
larity in  proceedings,  restore  the  brother  to  membership  in  his  lodge? 

Answer.  No.  A  reversal  of  the  decision  of  the  lodge,  made  by  the 
Grand  Lodge,  shall  have  the  effect  only  to  restore  the  accused  to  the 
general  rights  and  privileges  of  masonry,  and  not  to  membership  within 
the  body  from  which  he  was  suspended,  or  expelled,  without  its  unan- 
imous consent.     Rule  12,  Trial  Code. 

The  principle  underlying  this  rule  is,  that  no  brother  who  has  re- 
ceived condemnation  at  the  hands  of  his  lodge  shall  be  again  imposed 
apon  them  without  their  consent. 

But  objects  to  the  law  (as  we  do  to  a  similar  law  of  Alabama),  thus: 

It  might  be  well  to  consider  whether  there  is  not  more  of  sentiment 
than  practical  wisdom  embodied  in  the  provisiou  of  Rule  13,  referred 
to,  and  whether  it  is  not  the  subject,  proper  for  judicious  revision. 

We  note  the  recognition  of  and  cordial  welcome  to,  the  Grand  Lodges 
of  Dakota,  Manitoba,  and  "Cuba,"  (the  United  G.|L.  of  Colon  and  th 
bland  of  Cuba  is  hero  meant,  we  suppose).  At  the  suggestion  of  the 
G.  Master,  approved  by  the  Special  Committee  on  his  address,  a  very 
useful  change  in  the  reports  from  Lodges  was  inaugurated,  by  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolution,  the  object  being  to  restrain  them 
from  incurring  debts,  viz: 

Bttsolred,  That  subordinate  lodges  be,  and  they  are  hereby  required 
to  include  within  their  annual  returns  to  this  Grand  Body,  reports  of 
their  assets  and  liabilities,  and  that  any  lodge  failing  to  comply  with 
this  resoIotioD,  shall  forfeit  the  pay  due  their  representative  for  that 
year. 

The 

BEPOBT  OK   COBBE8PONDENCE 

is  by  Bro.  A.  T.  C.  Pierson,  G.  S.  and  chairman,  reviewing  the  work  of 
44  Grand  Lodges,  in  all,  and  is  by  no  means  the  least  interesting  por- 
tion of  these  proceedings,  to  which  it  adds  both  volume  and  adorn- 
ment. 

His  review  of  Alabama— report  of  1879— is  considerate  and  accepta- 
bly fulL 
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He  likes  oar  mode  of  overhauling  Lodge  retams  and  says  of  snch 
committee  work  that : 

A  report  of  such  natnre,  if  read  in  the  lodges,  has  a  tendency  to  cause 
secretAries  to  be  more  particnlar,  and  relieves  the  Grand  Secretary  from 
a  large  amount  of  labor  and  some  censure  for  errors  in  names  of  officers 
or  statistics. 

He  approves  and  quotes  several  of  the  writer*s  deliverances  of  that 
year,  for  which  kind  consideration  we  are  gratefuL  But,  Bro.  P.,  we 
did  not  understand  that  the  aforetime  effort  to  establish  a  ^'relationship** 
was  a  failure,  altogether.  Indeed,  au  conirmrt^  we  were  impre&sed  that 
there  was  something  in  it,  as  the  name  strikes  a  cord  of  memory  which 
vibrates  pleiipantly  to  its  sound;  yet  we  are  so  isolated  here  from  the 
**old  folks,'*  who  remember  our  progenitors  and  their  abodes,  as  to  be 
unable  readily  to  trace  the  impression  it  produce*:,  as  of  a  name  familiar 
**lang  syne"  almost  as  a  household  word,  to  its  source.  We  have  not 
yet  despaired  of  solving  the  problem,  and  will  not  give  it  up  until  we 
know,  for  sure,  that  Pierson  is  not  as  near  to  us  as  we  would  have  him 
be  in  blood,  as  well  as  in  kindly  appreciation. 

OBAND  OFFICERS. 

M.  W.  Brother  Henry  R.  Wells  (re-elected) Grand  Blaster. 

R.  W.  Brother  A.  T.  C.  Pierson  (re-elected). Grand  8ec*ry . 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 133 

MISSISSIPPI,  1881. 

The  Sixty-third  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  con- 
vened at  JackisoD,  Wednesday,  the  9th  of  February,  A.  D.  1881. 

Present,  M.  W.  William  Freoch,  Grand  Master,  with  Grand  and  Past 
Grand  Officers,  the  Bepresentatives  of  other  Grand  Jurisdictions, 
eighteen  G.  Lodges  being  represented,  and  delegates  from  225  (of  298) 
constituent  Lodges;  also  a  large  number  of  visiting  brethren. 

The  Grand  Master  in  a  long  and  interesting  address  (but  exception- 
able in  some  respects,  as  we  shall  hereafter  explain),  narrates  the  prin- 
cipal incidents  of,  what  appears  to  us,  a  busy  year  in  his  jurisdiction 
and  executive  duties. 

He  reports  the  past  year  to  have  been  *'one  of  quietness,  and,  so  fiir 
as  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  of  unusual  harmony  among  the  Craft,** 
and  after  noticing  regretfully  the  disappointment  of  expectations  about 
the  crops,  and  their  hopes  of  renewed  prosperity,  says: 

Hut  notwithstanding  the  disastrous  result  of  the  year's  labor  to  the 
great  majority  of  our  people,  Masonry  iu  this  State  will  show  an  in- 
crease as  gratifying  as  it  was  nnlooked  for.     Let  us,  then,  with  thank- 
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fal  hearts  increase  oar  zeal,  and  work  with  renewed  heartiness  in  the 
caose  of  Masonry*  which  is  that  of  suffering  humanity.  **  To  feed  the 
hungry,  clothe  the  naked,  and  bind  up  the  wounds  of  the  broken 
hearted,*'  is  the  duty,  and  should  be  the  pleasure  of  all  men,  but  mor& 
efipecially  so  of  those  who  have  been  admitted  within  our  sanctuaries. 
That  we  may  the  better  be  enabled  to  do  the  great  work  in  which  we 
are  employed,  it  is  necessary  that  we  should  freely  counsel  together, 
regarding  the  condition  of  our  Order.  Let  us  share  each  other's  joys 
and  sorrows,  and  relate  to  each  other  our  triumphs  and  failures;  this 
will  enable  as  to  profit  by  the  errors  of  the  past,  and  avoid  them  in  the 
future.  Yon  have  laid  aside  the  implements  of  your  daily  avocations 
and  met  together  to  enjoy  a  brief  season  of  rest  and  refreshment,  and 
to  deliberate  and  legislate  for  the  good  of  the  whole  Graft.  But,  alas, 
we  never  meet  but  to  note  the  absence  of  familiar  faces  and  forms, 
whose  voices,  so  often  heard  in  our  counsels,  will  no  longer  greet  and 
cheer  as;  no  more  shall  we  hear  the  sound  of  their  footsteps  upon  the 
checkered  pavement,  for  they  have  crossed  over  the  river  and  await  us 
on  the  other  side.  But  they  have  left  their  designs  upon  the  trestle- 
board,  and  though  absent  in  the  flesh  their  influences  are  still  here 
and  felt  by  as.  Brethren,  let  us  faithfully  perform  oar  work  so  that 
onr  example  and  the  influences  we  exert  may  be  worthy  of  imitation  by 
those  who  are  to  follow  us  when  Mother  Earth  shall  in  due  time  claim 
Qs  as  her  own. 

He  allades  appropriately  to  the  death  of  M.  W.  William  Gothrcn,  P. 
G.  M.,  which  occurred  "on  the  3d  of  November,  1880,  at  the  ripe  age 
of  seventy-four  years.** 

Another  P.  G.  M.,  too,  had  fallen  asleep,*'  one  who  was  in  his  early 
masonic  career  identified  with  Alabama  masonry,  and  was  always  in 
his  after  life  and  fame  dear  to  the  brethren  of  his  old  masonic  home; 
of  him  the  Grand  Master  says: 

On  the  21st  of  May  last,  a  telegraphic  dispatch  was  received  from 
Henderson,  Texas,  announcing  the  untimely  death  of  our  well  beloved 
brother,  M.  W.  Thos.  S.  Guthright,  Past  Grand  Master,  which  sad  event 
occurred  on  that  day  at  11.30  o'clock  a.  m.,  of  congestion.  Bro.  Gath- 
right  was  initiated  in  George  Washington  Lodge,  No.  24,  in  the  Grand 
Jurisdiction  of  Alabama,  September  11th,  1852;  passed  to  the  degree 
of  Fellow-Craft,  October  9tn,  1852;  and  raised  to  the  sublime  degree  of 
Master  Mason,  November  13th,  1852.  He  dimitted  from  said  Lodge, 
April  9tb,  1853,  and  since  that  time  he  has  been  an  earnest,  intelligent 
and  faithful  worker  in  Mississippi.  He  served  the  Craft  as  Deputy 
Grand  Master  in  1866;  was  elected  Jonior  Grand  Warden  in  1867; 
elected  Grand  Master  in  1868,  and  re -elected  in  1869.  In  all  the  rela- 
tions of  life  be  was  a  true  roan.  Masonry  has  lost  one  of  its  most  in- 
fluential and  zealous  members.  No  more  shall  the  electric  current 
bring  from  Texas  the  invocation  "God  bless  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mis- 
sissippi.** Pulseless  is  the  hand  which  wrote,  and  inanimate  the  heart 
that  dictated  the  message  of  love  annually  sent  to  us  from  the  Lone 
Star  State.    Our  dear  brother,  though  absent,  never  forgot  us. 

"Life's  labor  done, 
Serenely  to  his  final  rest  he  passed; 

13 
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While  the  soft  memories  of  his  virtnes  yet 
Liuger,  like  the  snn-light  hues,  when 
That  bright  orb  is  set." 

He  is  a  pretty  well  developed  Pubitan  in  bis  notions  of  Sabbath  ''keep- 
ing"; they  rnled  oat  Snuday  schools  on  grounds  similar  to  the  G.  Mas- 
ter's objections  to  Lodge  meetings  on  Sunday,  forgetting  that  Christ 
said  "the  Sabbath  was  made  lor  man.'*  He  set  us  an  example  worthy 
of  imitation  in  utilizing  the  day  for  his  own  and  his  disciples*  hen^t 
contrary  to  the  prejudices  of  his  own  followers,  as  well  as  those  of  the 
scribes  and  Pharisees. 

Hero  is  what  he  predicates  of  Sunday  meetings,  and  we  doubt  not 
his  views  will  be  sustained  by  all  those  who  have  failed  to  draw  the 
proper  distinction  between  the  theology  and  the  relUjion  of  Christianity. 

LODGE  MCETINOS   ON  THE  SABBATH. 

On  the  23d  of  April  last,  I  received  a  letter  from  Lodge  "A,"  stating 
that  all  its  members  were  farmers,  and  that  it  was  very  inconvenient 
for  them  to  attend  meetings  on  week  days,  and  desired  my  opinion  as 
to  the  legality  and  proprit^ty  of  holding  their  regular  meetings  on  the 
fiabbath.  I  replied,  that  while  Masonry  is  in  no  sense  a  religious  iusti- 
tution,  and  makes  no  pretensions  to  save  men's  souls,  yet  Masonry  is  n 
great  moral  institution,  and  embraces  in  its  membership  giKul  and  pure 
men  of  every  clime  and  creed,  and  the  man  who  practices  its  teachings 
and  precepts,  must  of  necessity  be  a  good  man.  it  tenches  a  due  rev- 
erence for  the  Deity  and  all  His  works,  as  well  as  our  duty  to  God,  our 
country,  our  neighbor  and  ourselves.  The  applicants  for  our  mj'ste- 
ries  are  required  to  possess  neccesary  qoalifications  ;  the  principal  one 
is  a  beliet  in  God.  and  without  which  no  man  can  be  made  a  Mason. 
Belief  in  God  implies  a  future  responsibility  to  Him,  and  ol)edience  to 
His  Divine  laws.  Masons  accept  the  Holy  Bible  iva  a  rule  and  guide  to 
their  faith  and  practice.  It  lies  upon  the  altir  in  every  Lodge  room, 
and  without  it^  presence  no  Lodge  can  hold  a  legal  meeting.  Let  us 
see  what  is  written  in  the  book:  "Remember  the  Siibbath  Day  to  keep 
it  holy.  Six  days  shalt  thou  labor,  and  do  all  thy  work  :  But  the  sev- 
enth day  is  the  Sabbath  of  the  Lord  thy  God:  in  ii  Ihou  shalt  not  do 
any  work."  This  command  was  written  n{>on  a  tiible  of  stone,  by  the 
hand  of  the  Almighty  Himself,  amidht  the  thundeiings  of  Sinai,  and 
since  ithen  it  has  been  obeyed  and  reverenced  by  the  good  and  the 
pure  of  every  age  and  clime.  In  this  land  of  ours,  the  first  day  of  the 
week  is  set  apart  and  recognized  as  the  Sabbath.  The  civil  law  enforces 
a  due  observance  of  that  day,  and  God  forbid  that  it  may  ever  be  said 
that  Masons,  in  violation  ot  Divine  and  human  laws,  should  ever  find 
it  ntcessarj'  to  hold  any  meetings  on  the  Sabbath— funeral  occasions 
alone  excepted.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  improper  and  Ult- 
gal  to  hold  a  regular  Commanication  on  the  Sabbsith.  It  would  be 
better  for  the  honor  and  good  name  of  Masonry,  that  the  Lodge  should 
cease  to  exist. 

He  refused  many  applicitions  for  Dispensations  to  confer  the  degrees 

**out  of  time,"  and  extended  these  hestlthful  refusals  of  Dispensations 

to  several  other  and  diTcrso  applications  for  his  aid  in  keeping  the 
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LodgeR  oat  ot  difficalty.  One  snch  refasal  was  attendeJ  l>y  circaoi- 
stances  pecaliarly  emburrassing,  as  it  was  necessarily  supplemented  by  a 
haisb  act,  nnavoidable  by  tbe  Grand  Master  bowever,  tbe  barsbness  of 
a  law,  devised  and  executed  alike  in  barsbness  ;  of  course  wo  allude  to 
'*the  suspension  for  non-payment  of  dues"  iniquity,  and  repeat  tbe 
case  as  stated  by  tbe  Grand  Mtister  and  alluded  to  under  tbe  bead  of— 

THS  BCRIAIi   Oy  SUSPENDED  MASONS. 

On  tbe22d  of  April  last,  I  received  a  letter  from  Malone  Ijodj^e  No.  lol, 
asking  for  a  special  dispensation  to  bury  lirotber  "H."  witb  Masonic 
honors,  in  c-^se  of  bis  deatb,  wbicb  was  imminent  Tbis  old  brotber 
had  bt^n  a  member  of  that  Lodge  for  about  twenty  yearn,  and  balf  that 
time  it^Worsbiptul Master,  but  bad  dimitted  from  tbe  Lod^e,  and  moved 
into  tbe  jnrisdictioL  of  Jefferson  Lodge  and  affiliated  witb  it,  and  was 
suspended  by  it  for  non-payment  of  dues,  and  was  tbeu  under  suspen- 
sion. 

Such  an  appeal  was  well  calculated  to,  and  did,  arouse  my  sympathies. 
It  vraa  hard  to  refuse  this  dying  re(inest  of  tbe  old  brother,  and  of  bis 
family,  but  duty  compelled  me  to  refuse  tbe  dispensation,  because  I  do 
not  believe  it  to  be  in  tbe  power  of  your  Grand  Master  to  restore  to 
good  standing  a  Mason  properly  suspen(1ed.  Tbat  power  is  vested  alone 
in  the  Lodge  wbicb  suspended  him.  In  tbis  case  it  required  tbe  action 
of  the  brother  (by  tbe  payment  of  dues)  to  reinstate  biin,  and  unless 
his  dues  are  paid  or  bis  Lodge  remits  tbem,  and  reinstates  bim,  tbere  is 
no  other  power  tbat  can  restore  him,  without  the  laws  of  tbis  Grand 
Lodge  are  trampled  under  foot. 

It  may  be  said  tbat  tbis  is  an  exceptional  cAse,  and  tbat  tbe  Grand 
Master  might  have  granted  tbe  request.  If  your  Grand  Master  had  the 
rigbt  or  power  to  restore  tbis  brother  to  good  standinp  by  special  dis- 
pensation— and  tbat  would  bave  been  tbe  effect  of  tbe  dispensation — 
then  he  would  bave  tbe  power  to  restore  to  f,ood  standing  every  brotber 
who  stands  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues. 

I  received  three  similar  applications,  an -3  one  to  bold  a  Lodge  of  Sor- 
row ;  all  of  wbicb  I  refused,  for  tbe  reasons  above  given.  If  a  brother 
is  unable  to  pay  bis  dues  because  of  bis  pbysical  condition,  and  poverty, 
the  Lodge  ought  to  remit  tbem,  and  sbould  not  drop  bim.  I  do  not 
believe  that  a  Lodge  will  refuse  to  remit  a  brother's  dues  upon  a  proper 
application  to  do  so,  when  be  is  unable  to  ptiy  tbem  ;  and  when  a  brotber 
so  circumstanced  is  suspended  for  non-payment,  eitber  be  or  tbe  Lodge 
is  at  fault,  and  then  tbe  Grand  Master  or  Grand  Lodge  is  called  upon, 
to  heal  over  such  short  comings,  by  tbe  exercise  of  a  very  questionable 
power.  Grand  Master  Fearn  announced,  in  my  opinion,  the  true  doc- 
trine :  "Tbe  brotber  died  under  suspension,  and  must  so  romain  ;  rein- 
statement of  one  dead  is  an  impossibility."  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Texas 
announced  tbe  same  doctrine  in  1870. 

He  regrets  tbe  antagonistic  relations  existing  between  the  Grand 
Lodges  of  New  York  and  Connecticut,  resulting  from  tbe  *' Weuotuck** 
dispute,  and  remarks  tbereanent ; 

Without  expressing  any  opinion  as  to  the  merits  or  demerits  of  tbe 
controversy,  I  bring  the  subject  before  tbe  Grand  Lodge,  trusting  that 
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you,  Brethren,  will  ponr  oil  npon  the  troubled  waters,  and  do  all  that  in 
yon  lie,  to  adjnHt  the  differeDces  and  heal  ap  the  wounds  of  these  sister 
Grand  Jurisdictions.  *'  Blessed  are  the  peace  makers,"  and  I  entreat  of 
you  that  if  there  is  anything  which  we  can  do  to  earn  that  characteristic 
that  it  be  by  no  means  omitted. 

He  gives  no  decisions,  having,  as  he  says,  referred  all  important  ques- 
tions in  that  department  to  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  to  whose 
report  we  must  and  will  look  for  all  judicial  rulings. 

Under  the  head  of  Grand  Bepresentatives,  the  Grand  Master  rehearses 
his  efforts  to  secure  a  Fraternal  exchange  of  Bepresentatives,  which,  in 
the  main,  tended  to  the  pleasant  and  successful  accomplishment  of  his 
object.  There  is  one  notable  exception  to  this,  however,  resulting  in 
the  following  correspondence  and  exceptionable  remarks  by  the  Grand 
Master  :  his  rejoinder  to  the  letttT  of  Deputy  Grand  Secretary  Simpson 
is,  indeed,  the  only  really  objectionable  portion  of  his  otherwise  pleasant 
and  able  address.  We  think  we  would  have,  if  similarly  provoked,  Ut 
the  objectionable  letter  "severely  alone,"  in  print  at  least.  But,  to  let 
our  readers  judge,  we  give  the  episode  alluded  to : 

With  one  exception,  so  far  as  heard  from,  the  responses  have  been  all 
that  could  have  been  desired.  The  exception  referred  to  is  that  of 
Pennsylvania,  from  which  we  learned  something  which  was  new  to  U5, 
if  not  under  the  sun.  That  my  successor  may  be  warned  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  His  August  Majesty  of  Pennsylvania  is  to  be  approached 
by  the  worms  who  are  mere  ordinary  Grand  Masters,  such  as  preside 
over  this  and  other  "backwoods"  Grand  Lodges,  I  give  yon  the  corres- 
pondence in  full : 

Grand  Lodge  of  Mississippi,  Anciext  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 

Jackson,  Mississippi,  December  ITth,  1880. 

Dear  Sir  and  J?.  W.  Brother: — 

I  am  directed  by  our  &L  W.  Grand  Master  to  say  that  he  would  be 
much  pleased  to  exchange  Bepresentatives  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  will  commission  any  Brother  who  may  be  named  as 
our  Grand  Bepresent«itive  for  Pennsylvania.  He  suggests  as  Represen- 
tative for  Pennsylvania  the  name  of  Brother  James  T.  Meade,  Tchnla, 
Holmes  county,  Miss.  Should  commission  issue  to  him,  please  fon»'ard 
to  his  address,  and  advise  me  ;  also,  please  mail  to  him  your  latest  pro- 
ceedings, as  wc  require  our  Grand  Bepresentatives  to  tell  all  they  know 
about  the  Grand  Lodge  whose  commission  they  hold. 

Fraternally, 

J.  L.  POWER, 

Grand  Secretary. 
To  B.  W.  Brother  John  Thomson, 

Grand  Secretary. 

The  following  is  the  response  and  speaks  for  itself — 

Grand  Secretary's  Office,  Masonic  Tescplb, 
Philadelphia,  December  23,  18d(l. 
My  Dear  Brother : — 

Yours  of  the  17th  instant  was  received,  and  in  answer  would  say  that, 
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in  accordance  with  the  repeated  decisions  of  our  Grand  Masters,  onr 
present  Grand  Master  Brother  Michael  Nisbet,  to  whom  said  commnni- 
cation  was  shown,  can  not  answer  the  same. 

Any  commanication  addressed  by  your  M.  W.  Grand  Master  to  him, 
on  thd  eabjoct  matter  of  your  letter,  witl  be  received  and  meet  with  all 
the  brotherly  respect  and  courtesy  it  demands. 
I  am,  very  respectfully  and  fraternally,  youm, 

J.  ALEXANDER  SIMPSON, 

Deputy  Grand  Secretary. 

R.  W.  J.  L  Power,  Grand  Secretary, 

Grand  Lodge  of  Mississippi. 

I  confess  that  upon  the  receipt  of  the  mandate  emenating  from  the 
Most  August  Potentate  who  does  tbe  scribbling  for  the  Mighty  Personage 
who  rules  the  Craft  in  Pennsylvania,  I  was  seized  with  alternate  fits  of 
chagrin,  laughter  and  wonderment — chagrin  at  my  own  ignorance ; 
langhter  because  of  the  ridiculous  pomposity  with  which  the  Grand 
Master  of  Masons  in  Pennsylvaoia  has  been  surrounded  by  his  Grand 
Lodge  ;  wonderment  at  the  'Uoploftical"  position  to  which  some  men 
can  climb  and  still  move,  and  also  tis  to  the  method  of  getting  them 
down  again  to  the  level  upon  which  his  brethren  stand,  upon  which  all 
Masons  are  said  to  meet,  when  the  term  of  office  of  that  high  and  mighty 
being  shall  end. 

**  Upon  what  me^t  doth  this  our  CsDsar  feed. 
That  he  is  grown  so  great?" 

Exclaimed  the  envious  Cassins.  When  we  reflected  upon  the  vast  dis- 
tance between  the  top  of  the  head  of  the  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in 
Mississippi  and  the  soles  of  the  feet  of  the  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in 
Pennsylvania,  as  disclosed  by  this  correspondence,  we  became  a  Miisonic 
Cassius,  and  felt  hungry— starved  in  fact— not  having  received  one 
square  meal  of  prerogatives,  according  to  the  Pennsylvania  cook-book, 
and  then  at  onc«  there  develop<id  in  us  a  keen  anxiety  to  know  the  pre- 
cise character  of  the  diet  fed  to  this  Masonic  CaBsi\r,  who  has  more  pre- 
rogcUives  than  all  the  rest  of  the  Grand  Masters  combined.  Solomon 
in  all  his  glory  was  not  arrayed  in  prerogatives  like  one  of  these,  for 
Masonic  tradition  informs  us  that  onr  first  Grand  Master  thought  it  not 
beneath  his  dignity  to  give  audience  even  to  Fellow  Grafts,  though  it 
has  been  hinted,  that  when  the  two  king^  who  were  associated  with  him 
in  his  mightiest  undertakings,  wanted  to  take  a  little  airing,  they  were 
in  the  habit  of  hunting  up  Adoniram,  who  was  over  the  levy  and  tribute, 
and  addressing  him  a  letter  craving  him  to  ask  permission  of  Solomon 
for  them  to  go  out. 

He  has  no  sympathy  with  or  toleration  of,  the  stray  sheep  of  our  flock 
(as  the  following  extracts  indicate)  called — 

MON-AFFILIATES. 

Two  applications  were  made  to  me  during  the  year  for  dispensations 
to  bury  non-affiliates  with  Masonic  honors,  which  I  refused.  There  is 
DO  subject  which  occupies  the  attention  of  the  fraternity,  and  occasions 
80  much  anxious  solicitude,  as  this  class  of  masons,  who  are  nlike  lost 
to  all  sense  of  shame  and  dead  to  tbe  binding  force  of  their  obligations. 
It  was  eBtimated  by  Brother  Speed,  four  years  ago,  that  there  were  about 
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three  tbouRand  fi?e  hundred  non-affiliates  in  this  State  ntthat  tirae.  I 
auk  yon,  in  all  candor,  what  does  thid  vant  mnltitiide  do  for  the  benefit, 
honor  or  advancement  of  Miisonry?  "There  is  none  that  doeth  good, 
no  not  one."  Their  influence  i8  exorcised  upon  the  street  corners, 
where  they  disport  themselves,  decorated  with  emblematic  pins,  rings, 
seals  and  badges,  never  losing  an  opportunity  to  appear  on  all  pnblio 
occasions,  when,  like  tlie  Pharisee,  they  put  on  long,  sanctimonious 
faces,  and  with  a  **I-am-l)etter-than-thou"  air,  they  avail  themselves 
of  the  labor  and  influence  ot  those  who  do  the  w^ork  and  pay  the  expen- 
ses. All  they  feci  called  upon  to  do  is  to  condescend  to  appear  when 
the  eyes  of  the  gaping  public  are  upon  them  and  give  eclat  to  the  occa- 
sion by  their  iiunjnifictnt  apparel  and  jewelry.  Hear  what  the  learned 
Masonic  jurist,  M.  NV.  Brother  Robert  Morris,  P.  G.  M.  of  Kentucky, 
has  to  »iy  in  response  to  an  article  written  by  our  venerable  Brother 
Howry  on  this  subject : 

**  We  will  say  to  Judge  Howry,  right  here,  that  in  Kentucky  wo  are 
loeiijhed  down  with  the  deadwood  of  dimittod  Masons.  At  our  lust  Grand 
Lodge  session  they  swarmed  in  the  hall.  At  feasts,  frolics  and  funerals 
they  outnumber  the  faithful.  Their  lobby  influence,  upon  mooted 
questions  that  come  up,  outdoes  the  legitimate  vote.  They  claim  char- 
ity when  sick,  and  being  dead  their  tamilies  claim  it  in  their  names. 
We  are  comix*lled  to  bury  their  (yvhwera,  often  at  largo  expense  to  our 
Lodges.  Their  drunkenness,  profanity,  and  pistoling  is  all  charged, 
by  outsiders,  to  the  principles  of  Masonry  as  represented  in  our  Lodges. 
They  ride  us  as  Sinbad  was  ridden  by  the  old  man  of  the  sea.  Acknowl- 
edging no  claim  that  we  have  upon  them,  they  enter  our  shells,  crab- 
like,  and  suck  out  our  vitals.  They  are  a  standing  premium  upon  dim- 
iting.  Though  wo  loathe  them,  we  can  no  more  get  rid  ot  them  than 
we  can  of  innate  sin.'' 

This  applies  to  Mississippi  with  as  much  force  as  it  does  to  Kentucky. 
The  time,  in  my  judgment,  has  arrived  when  all  M  isons  who  h.ive  the 
good  of  the  institution  at  heart,  should  unite  in  shaking  olT  these  drones 
and  idlers,  who  are  sapping  the  foundation  of  our  order.  What  induce- 
ment is  it  for  brethren  to  remain  faithful,  if  they  are  entitled  to  no  more 
honors  than  the  non-affiliates? 

He  says  good  words  of  that  notable  charity  known  as  the  "Natches 
Protestant  Orphan's  Asylum,"  to  whose  revenues  the  Grand  Lodge  is  an 
annual  and  lil>eral  contributor. 

Brother  J.  L.  Power,  Grand  Secretary,  again  contributes  an  able 
report  from  his  dc^partment,  and  is  still  enthused  with  the  theory,  as 
well  as  content  with  the  practice,  of  Life  Assurance.  It  is  his  pleasure 
to  praise  aii<l  conserve  this  masonic  excrescence,  and  we  give  him  a  full 
hearing  on  the  subject  (notwithstanding  our  growing  aversion  to  such 
irregularities)  of  its  present  benefits,  expecting  hereafter  to  be  as  liberal 
in  our  record  (if  we  are  still  permitted  acribendi)  of  its  troubles  and  fail- 
ures.    He  reports  as  follows  : 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  in  his  address,  has  indicated  the  main  cause 
of  the  accessions  the  past  year.  When,  at  the  .\nnual  Commnuicatiou 
at  Okoloua.  your  Gnind  Secretary  first  ventured  to  suggest  the  propriety 
of  the  Craft  in  Mississippi  organizing  a  Masonic  Mutual  Benefit  A.ssoci- 
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atioT),  he  did  so  with  some  miRgiTiDgs  as  to  how  saoh  a  proposition 
wonld  be  received.  Some  of  the  so-called  Aucieut  Laudmarkers  are  so 
fixed  in  the  old  grooves,  that  they  are  ready  to  pounce  upon  every  design 
that  can  not  be  found  on  the  trestle-board  of  Solomon  and  his  co-laborers 
at  the  building  of  the  first  temple.  Some  of  the  Foreign  Correspond- 
enoe  reviewers  have  expressed  no  little  amazement  that  the  **  venerable  " 
and  **  conservative  "  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mississippi 
should  countenance  such  an  "innovation  upon  the  body  of  masonry," 
as  would  distribute  to  the  families  of  our  deceased  brethren  during  the 
past  year,  a  sum  aggregating  nearly  twenty-five  thousand  dollars.  All 
such,  without  argument  from  me,  I  turn  over  to  the  tender  mercies 
of  Past  Grand  Master  Howry,  the  able  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  who 
heartily  approves  our  Aid  Association  and  explains  the  supervisory  rela- 
tion which  our  Grand  Lodge  sustains  to  it.  Most  of  you  will  remember 
that  zealous  Craftsman  who  aHsisted  our  Grand  Tiler  at  the  last  session 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  Brother  John  Nelson.  He  became  a  member  of 
the  Association  ;  and  within  sixty  days  after  his  death,  in  July  last,  it 
was  my  pleasure  to  hand  his  widow  Brother  Barry's  check  for  nineteen 
hundred  dollars.  With  moistened  eyes  and  tremulous  voice,  she  re- 
marked, '*  This  saves  my  home."  I  bowed  myself  out,  thanking  God 
that  He  had  put  it  into  our  heads  and  hearts  thus  to  help  each  other  at 
a  time  when  help  is  needed  most. 

On  Sabbath  last  several  members  of  this  Grand  Lodge  attended  the 
funeral  of  that  beloved  and  devoted  man  of  God,  Rev.  Dr.  William  H. 
Watkins.  a  man  who,  for  more  than  two  score  years,  had  followed  bis 
holy  calling  with  singular  consecration,  ability  and  zeal.  He  loved  his 
fellow-man,  and  in  our  institution  he  recognized  one  of  the  most  effective 
agencies  in  the  promotion  of  his  welfare  and  happiness.  He  became  a 
mason  in  early  manhood,  and  as  opportunity  offered,  attended  its  assem- 
blies and  conclaves.  We  remember  him  in  the  terrible  pestilence  of 
1878,  going  from  house  to  house — of  every  class  and  color— in  this  city, 
and  reporting  .to  the  Howards  where  physicians  and  nurses  and  medi- 
cines were  needed.  He,  too,  because  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Benefit 
Association,  and  what  member  thereof — yes,  what  mason  is  there  in  this 
State— who  would  not  deem  it  a  privilege  to  contribute  to  the  comfort 
and  support  of  this  brother's  family? 

The  Benefit  Association  is  a  demonstrated  success,  and  any  imper- 
fections in  its  working  details  can  be  remedied  at  its  annual  meet- 
ing to-night. 

In  welcoming  this  stranger.  Brother  Power  and  his  co-workers  in  Mis- 
sissippi may  be  entertaining  "an  angel,  unawares,"  or  possibly  "warm- 
ing a  viper  ;'*  we  shall  know  which,  anon.  Biilwer  has  a  pregnant  sen- 
tence worth  remembering,  just  here.— "Life  consists  in  the  alternate  of 
learning  and  unlearning ;  but  it  is  often  wiser  to  unlearn  than  to 
learn." 

We  would  like  the  scheme  full  well,  though  it  be  mason ically  an  inno- 
vation, if  assured  that,  like  the  bee  in  collecting  its  store  of  honey,  "it 
would  depart  without  injuring  the  flower." 

Pending  a  vote  on  a  proposed  amendment  to  the  constitution,  abol- 
ishing the  office  of  Deputy  Gmnd  Master,  which  was  proposed  at  the 
last  Gmnd  Communication,   and  regularly  submitted  to  the  Lodges 
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accordiDg  to  prescribed  rules,  and  on  which  it  is  presnmable  that  all 
delegates  were  prepared  to  vote  in  accordance  with  Lodge  instractions, 
a  point  of  order  was  raised  and  sostained  by  the  Grand  Master,  with 
the  strange  result  of  preventing  (as  was  probably  intended  by  the  point) 
the  will  of  the  Lodges  from  being  expressed  or  heeded.  The  minates 
thus  record  this  action,  yiz  : 

The  vote  was  taken  by  call  of  Lodges,  and  all  others  entitled  to  vote, 
but  before  the  result  was  annoouccd,  Brother  B.  C.  Patty  raiKod  a  point 
of  order  :  that  a  yote  by  Lodges  was  nuconstitutionul,  citing  Article  V, 
as  above,  and  also  Section  1,  of  Article  1,  which  declares  : 

Section  1.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  MissisHippi  hIiaII  consist  of  the  Grand 
Officorn,  Past  (irand  OMcers,  Past  Masters  uf  Subordinate  Loilges  (ha v. 
ing  been  such  by  office,)  Masters  and  Wardens  of  Subordinate  Lodges 
for  the  time  being,  or  the  Kepresentatives  of  said  Lodgas. 

Before  decision  on  the  point  of  order  raised  by  Brother  Patty,  the 
Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to  refreshment  until  3  o'clock,  p.  m. 

Aftebnoon  Session. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  to  labor  at  3  o'clock,  p.  m.  ,  and  resumed 
the  couhideration  of  business  pending;  when  called  to  refreshment  • 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  decided  the  point  of  order  raised  by  Brother 
Patty,  as  not  well  taken. 

Pending  the  addiug  up  of  the  Tote,  Brother  Speed  renewed  the  point 
of  order  that  the  proi>06ed  amendment  was  in  violation  of  the  Ancient 
LandmarkH,  as  recognized  and  adopted  by  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  set 
forth  in  Anderson's  Constitutions, 

Past  Grand  Master  Barkley,  who  proponed,  at  laft  Grand  Communica- 
tion, the  amendment  to  abolinh  the  office  of  Deputy  Grand  Master, 
remarked  that  fuller  investigation  had  satisfied  him  of  the  impropriety 
of  such  action,  and  he  concurred  in  the  point  of  order  raised  by 
Brother  Speed. 

Whereupon  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  announced  as  his  decision  upon 
the  point  of  order  raised  by  Brother  Speed,  Inat  it  icfts  trf//  taken,  and 
that  all  action  had  on  the  question  of  abolhihing  the  office  of  Deputy  Grand 
Master t  in  null  and  void. 

It  is  possible  that  we  may  not  fully  realize  the  force  of  this  point  of 
order,  and  there  may  be  a  merit  in  it  not  explained  in  the  record  ;  but 
its  intent  was  evidently  to  interpose  a  tecbnicality  to  stay  or  defeat  the 
will  of  the  majority,  and  in  that  view  of  it  we  object  to  the  proceeding, 
as  we  invariably  do  to  all  parliamentary  or  legal  dodges  to  get  rid  of 
troublesome  questions.  The  spirit,  and  the  true  interest  of  Masonry  as 
well,  require  plain,  matter  of  fact,  and  honest  dealings  with  all  ques- 
tions presented  for  deliberation  and  determination  in  onr  Masonic  Bo- 
dies, and  the  more  strictly  we  adhere  to  plain  reasoning  and  the  will  of 
constituents,  as  expressed  by  their  untrammelled  votes,  the  better  for 
the  permanence  and  utility  of  the'  laws  adopted,  and  required  to  be 
executed. 

In  this  connection  we  refer  now  to  the  report  of  the  Mississippi 
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"Committee  on  MaBonic  Law  and  Jarisprndence,"  reDewing  onr  here, 
tofore  expressed  praise  of  the  able  and  exhanstive  character  of  these 
expositions  of  the  law  and  customs  of  Masonry.  But  while  we  admire 
the  ability  of  the  law  expounders,  we  are  continually  forced  to  wonder 
and  inquire  why  all  this  legal  acumen  and  judicial  skill  is  requisite  to 
explain  and  enforce  the  naturally  plain  and  imperative  duties  of  Mason- 
ry? We  now  need  skilled  masters  of  forensic  force  to  guard  us  against 
the  effects  of  onr  own  errors.  Having  called  in  the  Imcyers  to  write  our 
Btatutes,  we  mast  now  retain  them  to  construe  their  meaning  as  well  as 
defend  ns  from  their  force,  and  unsuspected  complications.  Thus  it 
finlls  out  that  the  law  and  lawyers  are  at  the  same  time  our  offense  and 
defense. 

As  in  the  State  and  in  the  Church,  so  in  Masonry,  too  mnch  law,  too 
much  precedent,  and  too  much  letter  and  formality,  choking  the  real 
life  and  spirit,  is  the  great  and  growing  evil  of  the  day,  retarding  our 
progress  and  restraining  our  energies.  This  tendency  of  our  civiliza- 
tion towards  an  extreme,  an  irrational  and  artificial  conservatism,  must 
be  speedily  checked,  subdued,  or  its  Watebloo  of  revolution  is  not  a 
remote  disaster. 

The  report  we  are  now  to  consider  is  in  all  respects  commendable, 
and  it  is  no  fault  of  this  Committee  that  their  superior  hgal  acumen 
was  severely  taxed  in  the  effort  to  unravel  some  very  complex  difficulties 
in  the  application  and  exemplification  of  the  law  as  they  find  it. 

We  have  room  only  for  a  few  of  the  questions  discussed  and  decided 
in  this  report,  viz  : 

QuESTioM  6. — A  member  of Lodge,  under  charges  for  un masonic 

conduct,  asks  permission  to  examine  the  minutes  of  his  Lod^e.  The 
W.  M.  directed  the  Secretary  to  show  him  that  part  of  the  records  relat- 
ing to  the  approaching  trial,  and  none  other.  Was  the  ruling  of  the 
W.  M.  correct? 

Aksweb. — It  was  not.  The  Socretariy  is  the  proper  custodian,  under 
the  direction  and  supervision  of  the  W.  M.,  of  ail  records  and  writings, 
and  at  proper  times  and  under  proper  restrictions  any  Brother  should 
have  free  access  to  the  records  of  his  Lodge.  A  Brother  under  charges 
loses  none  of  his  rights,  and  common  law  presumes  him  to  be  innocent 
until  duly  tried  and  convicted.  Even  if  not  an  inalienable  privilege. 
Masonic  law  gives  an  accused  Brother  the  right  of  conducting  his  ow^n 
case,  and  any  ruling  that  wmild  deprive  him  of  the  opportunity  of 
securing  evidence  would  be  arbitrary,  harsh  and  un  masonic.  See  Text 
Book,  Roles  for  Trial,  note  H..  p  175.     Rule  U,  p.  17G. 

Q(r£BnoN  12. — Brother  B.  made  application  to Lodge  for  affilia- 
tion ;  when  the  ballot  was  to  be  taken  ou  the  application,  the  W.  M. 
ordered  the  ballot-box  carried  to  the  three  principal  officers  of  the 
Lodge.  The  Wardens  refused  to  vote,  alleging*  that  they  could  not  do 
BO  without  exposing  their  ballots,  and  asked  to  be  oxciiHed  from  voting, 
which  the  Master  declined  to  do.  They  then  appealed  to  the  Lodge, 
which  excosed  them.    Was  the  ruling  of  the  Master  correct  ? 
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Answed.  —Yes.  The  W.  M.  has  no  diRcretion  in  the  matter.  The 
law  wiys  :  every  member  must  vote  secretly.  The  Muster  must  vee  that 
the  suuse  of  the  Lodge  is  fairly  uscertaiued,  and  this  cau  be  done  only 
by  requiring  every  member  to  vote.  The  Master's  decision  is  conclu- 
sive on  all  matters  before  the  Lodge,  and  there  is  no  appeal  from  his 
decision  except  to  the  Grand  blaster  or  Qrand  Lodge.  The  reason 
given  by  the  Wardens  for  not  voting  does  not  appear  to  be  valid.  If 
the  I^dc^e  was  not  in  possession  of  a  proper  l>allot-box,  it  would  be  an 
easy  matter  for  the  Deacon  and  members  to  retire  to  such  distance  as 
would  enable  the  Wardens  to  exerci^te  their  right  and  perform  their 
duty.     See  R.  and  K    lih  p.  33  ;  8ec.  52,  R.  R. 

Per  «!>);j/ra.— Brother  Murry  holds  that  the  ruling  of  the  Master  was 

not  correct ;  that  the  ballot-box  should  have  been  placed  on  the , 

and  the  officers  and  members  required  to  approach  it  and  deposit  their 
ballots. 

A  series  of  questions,  growing  out  of  this  same  case,  but  emanating 
from  a  different  source,  have  been  propounded  to  your  committee  for 
their  consideration  : 

FiHST.  — How  should  the  ballot  be  taken? 

Answeb. —There  is  no  law  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  defining  the 
manner  of  taking  the  ballot  This  is  left  to  the  wise  discretion  oT  the 
Lodges.  In  most  Lodges,  the  ballot  is  carried  to  the  officers  of  the 
Lodges  and  they  deposit  their  ballots,  after  which  it  is  placed  on  the  — , 
and  the  members  vote  in  succession. 

[Brother  Murry,  of  the  committee,  does  not  understand  this  to  be  a 
correct  statement  of  the  rule  and  practice.] 

Secondly.     Has  a  member  the  right  to  expose  his  ballot? 

Answer.  — Under  no  circumstances  whatever. 

Thiudly.  —Can  a  member  tell  bow  he  votes,  or  has  he  a  right  to  state 
how  he  votes  during  the  time  of  casting  his  ballot? 

Answi:r. — The  law  is  very  expliint  on  this  point.  After  setting  forth 
the  fact,  that  the  member  can  not  be  questioned — it  further  says  :  •»  or 
permitted  to  divulge  how  he  voted,"  and  if  he  divulgos  hi»  vote,  be 
shall  be  disciplined. 

A  St'itein»'nt  of  Facts. — At  a   stated   communication  of Lodge, 

held  December  11,  1880,  the  fallowing  procecvlings  were  had.  to-wit : 

A  proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitution  was  read  as  follows  : 

RestivitU  That  the  dues  of  Subordinate  Lodges  be  increased  fifty 
cents  per  member,  which  shall  be  paid  into  the  Grand  Lodge  Treasury 
annually  and  set  apart  as  a  separate  fund  to  provide  salaries  for  Dis- 
trict Deputy  Grand  Masters,  "which,  after  consideration,  was,  on  mo- 
tion ot  Bro. ,  adopteil." 

At  the  next  stated  communication  of  said  Lodge,  held  January  8, 
18H1,  the  fnll«»wiug  proceedings  were  had,  to-wit : 

Bro.  present t"l  and  moved  the  adoption  of  the  following  pre- 
amble and  resolution,  to-wit : 

WiiEiiEvs,  At  a  stated  meeting  held  December  11,  1880,  a  proposed 
amendme:it  to  the  Constitution  was  approvt.-d  as  follows  : 

/,Vs/j/»*h/,  That  the  diit-i  of  Subordinate  Lodges  to  this  Grand  Body, 
b*  incrased  fifry  cents  per  memb.?r.  whieh  shall  be  paid  into  Grand 
Lodgt;  Treasury  annually,  and  set  apart  ivs  a  separate  fund  to  provide 
siilarirs  for  District  D.piity  Grind  Musters :  and 

WuEUE^s,  This  Lodge  i«;  now  of  opinion  that  mM  proposec*  amend- 
ment ought  not  to  be  adopted:  therefore. 
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Be  U  Resolved^  That  the  representative  of  this  Lod^o  bo  and  he  is 
hereby  requested  and  instracted  to  vote  against  said  proposed  amend- 
meut. 

This  resolution  was  ruled  "out  of  order"  by  the  W.  M. ;  whereupon 
its  proposer  moved  an  appeal  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  which  niofion  was 
alsomled  **out  of  order  "  by  the  W.  M.,  and  in  reference  to  that  ruling 
the  opinion  of  the  committee  is  asked  and  given  as  follows: 

Question  16— Was  the  decision  of  the  W.*.  M.  *.  correct? 

The  resolution  referred  to,  is  the  one  which  we  have  already  quoted 
above. 

The  question  which  we  are  called  upon  to  decide  is,  does  the  right  of 
the  appeal  in  this  case  belong  to  the  individual  member,  or  to  the 
I^dge? 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  appeal  prayed  for,  and  which  was  refused, 
was  not  from  the  action  of  the  Lodge  at  its  former  communication,  but 
from  the  ruling  of  the  W.*.  M.'.  that  a  certain  resolution  (which  was 
offered  at  a  subsequent  meeting  and  sought  to  be  passed  at  that  meet- 
ing, the  tendency  of  which,  if  passed,  would  be  to  render  inoperative 
on  act  of  the  Lodge  at  a  former  communication,)  was  out  of  order. 

The  passage  of  the  proposed  resolution,  would  have  been  to  set  aside 
or  render  null  and  void  the  action  of  the  Lodge  at  its  former  stated 
communication.  This  the  W.*.  M.  •.  held  could  not  be  done,  and  ruled 
the  motion  to  do  bo  out  of  order,  and  when  an  appeal  was  prayed  for  by 
the  brother  making  the  motion,  the  W.*.  M.*.  refused  to  grant  the 
prayer,  on  the  ground  that  the  appeal  must  be  by  the  Lodge  and  not 
by  the  indvidnal  member.  This  ruling  we  hold  to  be  correct,  for  the 
reason,  that  the  Lodge  had  a  right  to  vote  an  approprirtiou  of  its  funds 
in  the  way  and  manner  it  did  do,  to  advance  the  knowledge  of  Free- 
masonry among  the  Craft,  and  in  so  doing  violated  none  of  the  individ- 
ual rights  of  its  members. 

It  is  only  where  a  brother  deems  himself  or  the  cause  of  Masonry  in- 
jured by  the  di^cision  of  the  Lodge  that  the  privilege  of  appeal  is  con- 
ferred on  the  individual  member  of  the  Lodge.  It  is  not  claimed  that 
the  individual  brother  or  the  cause  of  Masonry  has  sustiined  any  in- 
jury by  the  action  of  the  Lodge  which  the  resolution  proposed  to  set 
aside,  and  from  this  view  of  the  cose  it  is  plain  that  the  Lodge  alone 
conld  lay  any  claim  to  the  right  of  appeal  from  the  decision  rendered. 

The  general  principle  governing  all  cases  of  appeal,  as  also  the  modo 
of  appealing  either  from  the  decision  of  the  Lodge  or  the  W.*.  M.*.,  is 
laid  down  in  Rule  15,  p.  61,  Kules  for  Trial. 

Bro.  Marry  dissents  from  the  first  proposition,  on  the  ground  that 
previous  notice  not  having  been  given,  the  action  of  the  Lodge  at  De- 
cember Commnnication  was  void,  ond  that  it  w.is  therefore  competent 
for  the  Lodge  to  have  considered  the  proposition  submitted  at  the  sub- 
sequent conamunication. 

He  also  inclines  to  the  opinion  that  the  W.-.  M.  •.  should  have  enter- 
tained the  proposition  of  the  brother  offered  at  the  .January  meeting — 
viewing  it  in  the  light  of  a  substitute  for  the  proposition  offered  in  De- 
cember; refers  to  R.  and  11.,  not  warranting  subordinate!  Lodges  in 
disposing  of  matters  of  this  kind  at  the  meeting  at  which  said  action  is 
proposed. 
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He  expresses  no  opinion  on  the  second  question  as  to  the  right  of 
appeal. 

Question  16— Bro.  Paxton  holds :  The  Lodge  is  a  non-sentient 
body  and  can  take  no  action  save  as  voiced  by  one,  and  indorsed  by  a 
majority  of  its  members.  The  seeming  intfnt  in  this  case  was  an  ap- 
peal of  the  Lodge  to  the  Gnind  Lodge.  The  brother,  in  offering  bis 
motion,  believed  that  he  voiced  the  sentiment  of  the  Lodge— a  ques- 
tion that  could  only  be  decided  by  a  vote.  The  W.-.  M.*.  took  the 
question  from  the  Lodge  and  decided  it  himself.  His  ruling  was  in- 
correct. Even  if  it  be  admitted  that  the  *  •appeal  prayed  for"  was  the 
act  proposed  of  the  brother  and  not  the  Lodge,  the  ruling  of  the  W.*. 
M.  *.  was  wrong. 

The  right  of  appeal  is  the  inalienable  privilege  of  every  Mason.  And 
to  deny  the  right  to  the  indivi<lual,  would  carry  with  it  the  same  right 
of  denial  to  the  Lodge  and  place  it  within  the  power  of  an  arbitrary 
aud  corrupt  Master  to  set  at  defiance  not  only  the  wishes  of  his  breth- 
ren, but  even  the  traditions  and  principles  of  the  Order. 

We  agree  with  Bro.  Paxton,  in  his  dissent,  most  emphatically,  and 
wonder  how  the  majority  could  overlook  the  point  he  suggests. 

How  was  it  possible  for  the  lodge  to  append  from  the  decision  of  the 
W. '.  M.  *;,  except  by  a  motion,  determined  by  the  vote  of  the  Lodge  ? 

An  excellent  custom  prevails  in  this  jurisdiction,  and  Is  peculiar  to 
it,  we  think,  that  of  requiring  each  Grand  Representative  of  another 
Grand  Lodge,  to  report  in  writing  at  the  communication,  as  fully  as 
may  be,  on  the  condition  of  and  incidents  occurriug  each  year,  in  the 
jurisdiction  represented  by  him.  This  rule  tends  greatly  to  make  the 
system  of  Grand  Representation  a  practical  and  useful  institution.  We 
note  several  long  and  interesting  reports  of  this  chanicter,  from  Grand 
Representatives,  published  in  these  proceedings,  which  impress  us  fa- 
vorably as  to  the  propriety  of  the  rule. 

The  representative  of  Alabama,  Bro.  Frank  Burkitt,  made  the  short- 
est report  of  the  series,  and  explained  its  brevity.    Here  it  is  : 

GRAND   LODGE  OF  ALABAMA. 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Gntnd  hyd'je  of  Mississippi : 

Having  been  appointed  Grand  Representative  of  the  M.*.  W.*.  G. •. 
Lod^o  of  Alabama  ue:ir  this  (rmnd  Lodge,  I  regret  to  report  that  the 
proeee<Uugs  of  last  Grand  Annual  Communication  of  our  sister  Grand 
Jurisdiction,  have  not  been  placed  in  my  possession,  whereby  I  might 
have  been  able  to  present  something  of  great  interest  to  the  Most 
Wor8hii)ful  Grand  Lodge  of  Misstssipi.  I  cjin  therefore  only  pre^nt  to 
you  fraternal  greetings  on  behalf  of  the  Grand  Lodge  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  represent  on  this  floor. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANK  BURKITT, 
Grand  Representative  Alabama. 

Now  wo  must   break  away  from  Mississippi  or  our  long  journey 


1881.]  APPENDIX.  205 

throQgh  the  N.  O.  P.  G.'f»,  etc.,  of  tbe  snbdi visions  of  this  review  will 
safer,  of  necessity  our  space  being  limited,  undue  curtailment. 

And  we  are  thus  unpleasantly  reminded,  too,  of  our  neglect,  while 
too  freely  enlarging  upon  other  Mississippi  matters,  to  reserve  the  space 
dae  to  the  importance  and  merits  of  Bro.  J.  M.  Howry's 

BEPOBT  ON   CORRESPONDENCE, 

which  we  now  approach  with  some  trepidation  in  view  of  the  neglect 
alluded  to.  We  feel  somewhat  inclined  to  go  back  again  to  the  be- 
ginning of  this  review  and  by  breaking  off  rough  and  unsightly  parts, 
make  it,  if  not  a  more  perfect  ashler,  at  least  less  out  of  proportion, 
and  thus  preserve  tbe  due  relation  of  its  alpha  to  its  omega.  In  head 
and  front  we  have  offended  and  the  stern  reality  is  before  us  in  the  ne- 
cessity of  making  room  for  the  foot  essential  to  tho  equipoise  of  the 
structure,  we  are  mentally  figuring  out.  We  do  not  wish  to  slight  the 
report  before  ns,  nor  can  we  consent  to  do  so.  In  this  dilemma  we 
will  e'en  determine  to  sacrifice  a  modicum  of  the  space  allotted  to  our 
Vsand  W's,  and  thus  having  determined,  are  ready  to  touch  our  som- 
brero  to  Bro.  H 

This  review  includes  the  proceedings  of  fifty  Grand  Lodges,  among 
which  Alabama —report  of  1879 — is  included,  and  all  of  them  are 
treated  with  commendable  courtesy  and  discrimination. 

He  thus  alludes  to  G.  Master  Armstrong's  address  and  decision, 
No.  4: 

The  address  of  M.\  W.*.  Henry  Clay  Armstrng  was  short— covering 
five  pages,  and  exclusively  on  business.     We  give  his  fourth  ruling: 

4.  When  a  party  has  received  the  E.  A.  Degree,  and  makes  applica- 
tion to  be  Ptissed,  if  there  is  any  moral  reason  why  he  should  not  ad- 
vance, the  member  in  possession  of  such  reason  should  report  the 
Bame  to  the  prosecuting  officer  of  tbe  Lodge,  and  have  charges  prefer- 
red against  him.  To  this  the  applicant  is  entitled  on  every  principle 
of  justice  and  equity.  After  his  initiation  be,  to  that  extent,  is  adopted 
into  the  Masonic  family,  and  is  invested  with  certain  rights  and  privi- 
leges, and  among  them  tbe  right  to  bo  heard  in  his  defense.  If  un- 
worthy to  be  advanced,  he  is  unworthy  to  retain  what  he  has,  and 
should  be  tried  and  expelled. 

We  have  expressed  an  emphatic  opposition  to  the  principle  embraced 
in  the  above  ruling  in  some  of  our  former  reports,  as  well  as  elsewhere 
in  the  present  one.  We  regret  to  differ  with  our  distinguished  brother 
OD  anything  touching  the  fundamental  principles  of  our  time-honored 
iDstitntion.     The  following,  we  think,  are  conceded  points: 

1.  The  untrammeled  use  of  the  ballot-box. 

2.  The  undisputed  right  of  every  Mister  Mason  to  cast  a  white  or 
black  ball  as  be  may  choose,  without  being  questioned  therefor  by  any 
power. 

3.  £.  A''8  and  Fellow  Crafts  have  no  right  to  advancement  except 
they  receive  an  unanimoas  ballet. 
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4.  No  one  knowR  who  casts  a  black  ball,  and  wo  believe  it  is  a  prin- 
ciple well  settled,  that  no  one  has  a  right  to  know  how  members  vote 
when  c-asting  a  secret  ballot. 

According  to  the  rnling  of  the  Grand  Master,  the  Lodge  wonld  have 
to  be  polled  on  every  secret  ballot.  Looking  forward  to  what  the  Com- 
mittee on  Jarisprudeucu  had  to  say  ou  the  subject,  we  find  they  re- 
ported adversely  to  the  raliug,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  concurred  in  the 
report. 

We  cannot  realiz«^  the  fearfuluess  of  this  suggested  exposure  of  the 
ballot,  nor  do  we  see  how  else,  than  tvs  proposed  by  G.  M.  Armstrong, 
an  £  A.  morally  unfit  to  be  advanced,  and  of  course  morally  unfit  to  be 
retained  as  a  E.  A.,  can  be  reached  and  disposed  of,  as  his  want  of 
morals  requires,  unless  the  party  (Brother)  knowing  the  facts  will  con- 
sent to  communicate  to  the  prosecuting  officer  the  requisite  informa- 
tion. 

The  good  of  the  Lodge  demands  the  sacrifice,  if  sacrifice  it  be,  and 
the  secrecy  of  the  ballot  is  not  more  sacred,  in  the  estimation  of  every 
true  and  perfect  mason,  than  the  integrity  and  purity  of  his  lodge. 
We  do  not  intend  to  discuss  the  question  further  and  content  onrself 
with  saying  that,  with  all  due  regard  for  the  proi>er  protection  of  the 
ballot,  we  most  emphatically  approve  the  ruling  of  G.  A.  Armstrong  in 
the  decision  alluded  to. 

In  noticing  our  objections  to  the  life-insurance  enterprise,  he  says: 

In  regard  to  that  part  of  Bro.  Power's  report  which  dwells  ou  the  Ma- 
sonic Mutual  Aid,  which  was  about  to  come  before  the  Grand  Lodge 
for  investigation,  Bro.  Beers  says  : 

••  We  regret  to  see  so  true  a  Mason  as  Bro.  J.  L.  Power  committing 
himself  as  in  the  annexed  quotation  to  the  scheme  known  as  the  Ma- 
sonic Mutual  Aid." 

Brother  Beers  will  see  that  the  "scheme"  is  in  snccessful  working 
order  in  Mississippi,  and  we  Iwjlieve,  if  it  is  not  generally  adopted  in 
tho  Grand  Jurisdictions,  the  foundations  upon  which  rest  the  noble 
structure,  which  we  love  so  well,  will  soon  bo  supplied  by  some  of  the 
•* cruel  inventions"  of  modern  bastard  Masonry.  After  tlie  successes 
which  have  been  demonstrated  in  Missouri,  Minnesota,  and  other  juris- 
dictions, we  were  in  hopes  we  should  not  "see  so  true  a  2kIason  "  as 
Brother  O.  S.  Beers  opposing  it.  Brother  Beers  mistakes  the  relation 
the  Grand  Lodge  sustains  to  the  enterprise. 

Brother  li.  also  responds  to  the  objecting  comments  of  Brother  Bob- 
bins of  Illinois,  on  tho  same  subject,  in  a  manner  sugtjestive  of  his  per- 
fect trust  in  the  safety  an«l  utility  of  the  scheme.  After  quoting  Brother 
K.  as  follows,  he  replies  thus  : 

•'  We  have  no  words  to  aderjuately  express  our  regrets  at  this  action 
by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mississippi,  a  body  which  has  always  been  dis- 
tinguished for  the  largo  number  of  able  and  conservitive  Masons  in  its 
nit'inbership.  It  seeuis  to  us  that  nothing  can  be  plainer  than  that  the 
adoption  of  a  system  of  fixed   benefits  by  Masonry  would  be  sach  a 
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change  ah  would  destroy  the  identity  of  the  inHtitntiou  ;  tho  removal  of 
itM  chief  laudmark  ;  the  I088  of  its  chief  glory.  If  it  be  trae  that  tho 
atmosphere  of  the  tige  is  too  mercenary  to  support  life  in  a  society 
whose  charitable  principle  is  a  recognition  of  man's  duty  to  do  good  for 
it8  own  sake,  without  the  hope  of  fee  or  reward,  then  by  all  means  let 
the  ioKtitutioD  go  down  to  an  honored  grave,  its  memory  nutarnished 
by  the  apostacy  of  recreant  sons.  This  is  strong  language  and  to  some 
may  seem  harsh,  but  it  is  not  stronger  than  the  occasion  warrants.  It 
is  not  intended  for  onr  Brethren  of  Mississippi  alone,  for  we  recognize 
the  same  tendencies  in  every  jurisdiction.  Years  ago  we  rained  our 
voice  against  them  in  our  own,  and  we  have  a  right  to  cry  out  against 
them  elsewhere.  If  Masons  prefer  benefit  societies  to  Masonry,  we 
cheerfully  concede  their  right  to  their  jireference,  and  say  by  all  means 
go  into  them,  but  we  deny  their  right  to  lay  hands  upon  the  unchange- 
able law  of  Masonry,  which  makes  present  distress  the  sole  condition 
on  which  its  members  may  ask  aid  in  its  name,  and  the  ability  of  those 
who  respond  the  sole  measure  of  charitable  duty." 

Our  surprise  exceeds  Brother  liobbius'  regrets!  What  there  is  in 
this  plan  of  Masonic  Insurance  to  alarm  our  good  brother,  we  are  una- 
ble to  see.  There  is  not  a  principle  or  pnictical  idea  in  the  scheme 
which  in  the  remotest  degree  detracts  from,  or  magnifies,  any  principle 
or  usage  ot  the  iostitulion  of  Masonry.  It  changes  no  law — no  rule — 
no  usage  in  work,  lectures  or  moral  obligation  of  Grand  Lodge  or  Subor- 
dinate Lodge.  It  never  comes  up  for  discussion  os  a  business  matter 
in  a  Lodge.  Brother  Robbins  nood  not  be  told  that  societies  were  being 
formed  with  no  other  basis,  so  far  as  wo  know,  but  the  Insurance  prin- 
ciple, and  they  were  tr^king  our  members  by  the  hundreds— subverting 
oar  time-honored  iiistilution,  by  dividing  their  time  and  attention,  and 
guaranteeing,  say  $2;000  at  the  death  of  a  member  by  the  survivors. 
Bj  forming  a  volunfary  asRociation,  composed  of  affiliated  Masons  alone, 
with  honest  men  and  brethren  to  manage  it,  Masons  keep  their  brethren 
at  home.  This  Association  is  composed  of  fiteen  members— six  of  them 
choNen  by  onr  Grand  Lodge,  and  the  details  of  the  plan  were  marked 
out  by  it,  in  order  to  impart  to  it  the  moml  support  of  the  highest  ■ma- 
sonic judicatory  in  the  State.  There  is  not  a  dollar  paid  out  or  received 
by  the  Grand  or  any  other  Lodge.  When  an  insured  brother  dies,  the 
snrvivors  are  assessed,  according  to  age,  one  to  two  dollars  each,  and 
this  is  paid  to  the  persons  for  whose  benefit  the  policy  is  taken  out. 
The  Grand  Lodge  has  no  responsibility  whatever  resting  on  it,  except 
it  recommended  the  plan,  and  named  six  brethren  as  directors— that  is 
a  moral  responsibility. 

Miisons  will  go  into  Life  Insurance  as  well  as  other  people.  Suppose 
any  fifttren  Masons  had  formed  an  association,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Mississippi  bad  not  approved  of  or  recommended  it,  what  objection 
could  brother  B.,  or  any  other  man,  allege  to  it? 

There  is  much,  very  much,  in  this  report  worthy^  of  special  attention, 
bat  we  may  not  tarry  longer  over  it. 

GRAND  OFFICERS. 

M.  W.  Brother  John  F.  McCormick Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Brother  J   L.  Power  (re-elected) Giaiid  Sec'ry. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 21)8 
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MISSOURI.  1880. 

The  "  OflBcial  Proceedings  "  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State 
of  Missonri,  at  its  Sixteenth  Annual  Commnnication,  held  in  St.  Lonia, 
commencing  October  12tb,  A.  D.  1880,  are  before  as  and  claim  oar  res- 
pectful attention. 

Present,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Joseph  S.  Brown  with  nnmerons  per- 
manent members  and  the  Representatives  of  179  (of  494)  constituont 
Lodges— a  very  small  representation,  for  a  Grand  Lodge  paying  mileage 
and  per  diem ;  and  we  note  also  that  eight,  of  peventeen,  official  stations 
were  filled  by  appointments— a^  being  added  to  the  title  of  that  nnmber 
of  grand  officers. 

But  we  must  not  commence  onr  interview  with  Missouri  complain- 
ingly,  le.st  our  remarks  degenerate  into  censure.  The  Grand  Master's 
Annual  Address  is  good,  but  all  too  brief  to  satisfy  our  search  for  in- 
formation as  to  the  cause  of  the  anomalies  above  hinted  at,  but  this 
defect  is  thus  explained  by  him  : 

I  sincerely  regret  that  pressing  business  engagements  during  the  past 
year  and  the  health  of  my  family,  have  been  such  as  to  prevent  me 
from  giving  the  full  attention  to  the  duties  of  the  office  which  its  im- 
portance demands. 

1  am  under  obligations  to  many  of  the  Craft  for  their  kind  assistance, 
and  eNpecially  to  the  efficient  Grand  Secretary,  brother  Yincil,  whose 
aid  and  counsel  has  been  invaluable  during  the  past  year.  To  his  per- 
Ristent  efforts  are  due  the  present  henlthy  financial  condition  of  the 
Grand  Lodge.  Only  $110  remain  nnpaid  of  all  the  old  indebtedness  of 
subordinate  Lodges  to  the  Grand  Lodg<?. 

We  doubt  not  Brother  V.  received  the  above  acknowledgment  much 
more  pleasantly  than  he  could  have  done  the  unmerited  censure  of  a 
certain  notable  Committee,  of  whose  report  we  shall  speak  more  point- 
edly anon. 

The  death  of  Rev.  James  E.  Carter,  Senior  Grand  Warden,  occurring 

soon  after  his  installation  to  that  office,  is  announced  with  regretful  and 

eulogistic  remarks— with  the  following  announcement,  viz  : 

Receiving  a  telegnim  from  R  W.  Brother  R.  F.  Stevenson,  giving  the 
sad  news  of  bis  death,  I  repaired  to  Jefferson  City,  convened  a  Special 
Grand  Lodge,  and  lollowtd  by  a  large  concourse  of  Friends  and  Broth- 
ers who  knew  and  loved  him  well,  bis  body  was  committed  to  the  silent 
tomb.  That  full  justice  might  l>e  done  his  memory,  I  appointed  as  a 
Special  Memorial  (Committee,  to  report  to  this  Grand  Lodj'e,  Past  Grand 
Masters  Samuel  H.  Owens,  John  D.  Vinci  1,  Noah  M.  Givan  and  Xeno- 
phon  Rylaud,  and  Grand  Lecturer  Allan  McDowell. 

Another  official  (Ex)  is  thus  announced  : 

This  Grand  Lodge  is  also  called  to  mourn  the  loss  of  an  old  and 
valued  member, 

R.  W.  BRO.  JAMES  T.  JOHNSON, 

Grand  Treasurer,  during  1850-51-52. 


1881.] 


APPENDIX.  209 


Brother  Johnson  came  to  St .  Loais  while  yet  a  young  man,  in  1830, 
removed  to  Boonville  in  1832,  und  returned  to  St.  Louis  in  1857,  making 
it  bis  home  until  his  death.  An  honest  man,  a  faithful  citizen,  a  kind 
hosband  and  father,  the  true  type  of  a  mason,  he  has  gone  to  receive 
hifi  reward.  I  would  recommend  that  a  page  in  the  published  Pro- 
ceedings be  set  apart  to  his  memory. 

His  decisions  are  not  numerous,  but  he  had  been  called  upon  to  an- 
swer inquiries  "from  many  sections  of  the  State  with  reference  to  the 
law  of  the  Qrand  Lodge,  adopted  last  session,  regarding  trials  for  non- 
payment of  dues,"  and  admonishes  W.  M.'s  thus,  in  respect  to  their 
questionable  habit  of  questioning  : 

Although  the  question  was  settled  by  this  Grand  Lodge  fully,  in  1877, 
as  to  <*when  does  become  due  and  payable,"  yet  many  of  the  Brethren 
seem  to  have  overlooked  reading  that  portion  of  the  law,  and,  in  fact, 
many  other  portions  they  have  failed  to  read.  It  is  so  much  easier  to 
^rite  to  the  Grand  Master  about  it  than  to  hunt  it  up  for  themselves. 

The  truth  is,  that  this  non-payment  of  dues  problem  is  the  pons  assi- 
nwvm  of  all  jurisdictions,  and  will  not  be  solved  until  some  demon- 
stration of  it  shall  have  been  suggested,  involving,  or  evolving,  in  due 
proportions  the  principles  of  justice  and  charity  which  underlie  its  in- 
Uioacies,  and  which  being  now  in  a  great  measure  disregarded,  tends 
to  render  our  remedial  laws  ineffectual  to  remove  the  evil  complained 
of.  Perhaps  in  this,  as  in  other  branches  of  jurisprudence,  our  laws 
are  too  many,  too  technical  or  too  harsh ! 

We  quote  those  of  his  decisions  which  pertain  to  questions,  or  prac- 
tices, discussed  in  this  jurisdiction,  viz: 

"Can  a  Lodge  suspend  a  member  for  non-payment  of  dues  while  he 
holds  a  commission  as  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  ?'*    Decision  —Yes. 

Buling  247,  page  101,  Book  of  Constitutions,  reads  :  "An  installa- 
tion of  the  officers  of  a  Lodge  cannot  be  bad,  either  public  or  private, 
without  opening  the  Lodge."  This  deciiiDU  was  made  by  Grand  Mas- 
ter Anderson,  in  1874;  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  reported  ad- 
versely on  it,  but  the  Grand  Lodge  sustained  the  decision  of  the  Grand 
Master.  To  those  in  attendance  at  the  Grand  Lodge,  but  detailed  on 
committee  work,  or  who  were  not  fortunate  enough  to  be  present  at 
all,  the  plain  meaning  of  the  decision,  as  it  stands,  is  that  when  there 
are  two  or  more  Lodges  who  wish  to  install  their  officers  jointly,  that 
each  Lodge  must  be  regularly  opened.  Several  Lodges  in  different 
sections  of  the  State  have  so  acted,  finding  only  that  law  on  record, 
lam  informed,  however,  by  undoubted  authority,  that  the  point  being 
then  raised  as  to  the  time  and  trouble  it  would  take  to  use  the  ceremo- 
nies of  opening  for  each  Lodge,  where  there  were  several  Lodges  wish- 
ing to  have  their  officers  jointly  installed,  that  "the  instruction  came 
from  the  Grand  Master,  and  the  coustruction  of  the  law  was  ac(}uiosced 
in  by  the  Grand  Lodge;  that  whore  two  or  more  Lodges  were  to  be  so 
installed,  it  was  only  necessary  for  the  installing  officer  to  use  the  cere- 
monies of  opening  once^  and  declare  all  the  Lodges  present  and  duly 
represented  opened  for  the  purpose  of  installation.''    This  action  of  the 

14 


210  APPENDIX.  L1881. 

Grand  Lodge  having  never  before  been  recorded,  is  here  stated  for  the 
benefit  of  all  Lodges  in  this  jorisdiclion  wishing  to  install  jointly  in 
fntnre,  thus  enabling  them  to  save  time  and  tronble.  Following  the 
same  construction  of  the  law,  they  can  close  by  nsing  the  ceremonies 
of  closing  once  and  declaring  all  the  Lodges  present  closed. 

"At  a  regular  meeting  of  Eureka  Lodge,  No.  73,  held  in  April,  1879, 
Bros.  A.,  B.  and  G.  were  separately  tried,  and  suspended  for  non-pay- 
ment of  dues.  At  the  same  meeting,  on  motion,  the  action  of  the  Lodge 
in  the  cases  of  Bros.  A.,  B.  and  C.  was  reconsidered  and  A.  and  B. 
granted  further  time,  and  charges  afterwards  preferred  against  Bro.  C." 

Above  was  reported  to  me,  and  also  about  the  same  time  the  follow- 
ing further  statement :  "At  the  April  meeting.  Bro.  C.  was  summoned 
generally  to  appear  at  May  meeting,  which  he  failed  to  do.  At  June 
meeting  no  action  was  taken.  Jnly  meeting  he  was  summoned  to  show 
why  he  had  disobeyed  the  Lodge  and  failed  to  appear.  GhargeH  were 
brought,  and  at  October  meeting  he  was  tried  and  expelled.** 

I  decided  that  Bros.  A.,  B.  and  C.  were  legally  suspended  at  the 
April  meeting,  and  all  the  subsequent  action  of  the  Lodge  in  reconsid- 
ering the  vote,  even  at  the  same  meeting,  and  preferring  charges  against 
Bro.  C.  for  disobeying  summons  to  attend,  and  expelling  him  for  same, 
to  be  illegal,  null  and  void;  that  a  vote  on  a  secret  ballot  could  not  be 
reconsidered. 

Bro.  P.  was  tried  in  his  Lodge  for  fighting  with  Bro.  A.  P.  wished 
to  introduce  testimony  to  show  what  provoc^Uion  he  had  to  make  him 
violate  the  law.  The  Worshipful  Master  declined  to  admit  the  testi- 
mony, and  the  trial  being  continued,  the  question  was  referred  to  me. 
I  instructed  the  Worshipful  Master  to  admit  the  testimony,  for  the 
reason  that  while  that  testimony  would  not  affect  the  fact  ot  the  fight, 
or  bear  on  that  fact,  considered  by  itself,  yet  it  would  have  its  weight 
with  the  Brethren  of  the  Lodge  in  considering  the  penalty  to  be  in- 
flicted, and  quoted  Decision  No.  50,  page  48,  Book  of  Constitutions: 
"At  a  Masonic  trial,  wo  want  all  the  facts,  circumstances,  andsurronnd- 
ings  of  the  case.'* 

His  special  dispensations  are  numerous  and  we  regret  to  see  that  so 
many  of  these  official  interventions  were  required  to  correct  Lodge  de- 
faults in  electing  officers  at  the  proper  time,  (from  the  proper  material). 
His  message  closes  as  follows,  and  we  take  pleasure  in  recording  Bro. 
B.  as  one  of  the  few  officials  of  our  day,  who  sought  not  ])referment : 

And  now,  my  Brethren,  in  concluding  this  hastily  written  account  of 
my  stewardship  as  your  chief  officer  for  the  past  ycai,  I  beg  to  return 
my  sincere  and  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  high  honor  conferred 
upon  me.  Although  for  years  an  humble  worker  in  the  various 
branches  of  the  Order  in  my  own  section,  endeavoring  as  such  to 
faithfully  discharge  my  duty,  I  have  never  been  an  applicant  for  pre- 
ferment, and  this  unsought  for  expression  of  the  esteem  and  good  will 
of  the  Graft  in  Missouri  will  ever  be  cherished  by  me  as  one  of  the 
brightest  pages  inscribed  in  memory's  lexicon.  Although  retiring  from 
official  position,  I  do  not  wish  to  be  considered  as  on  the  "retired  list," 
but,  while  life  lasts,  to  assist  in  promoting,  as  best  I  can,  the  interests 
of  our  beloved  Order.  And  when  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Universe 
shall  issue  His  summons  for  a  transfer  of  membership  to  the  Qrand 
Lodge  above,  may  we  each  be  sustained  by  an  unfaltering  trust  in  His 
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goodness  and  mercy,  and  with  faith  and  confidence  approach  the  end 
of  our  terrestrial  existence — 

**Liike  one  who  wraps  the  drapery  of  his  couch  about  him, 
And  lies  down  to  pleasant  dreams." 

Grand  Secretary  Vincil  gives  a  clear  and  compact  report  of  all  trans- 
actions in  his  department,  demonstrating  an  ample  collected  revenue 
and  saying  good  things  of  the  lodges  under  the  head  of  Beturns,  thus : 

A  larger  number  of  Lodges  have  made  their  annual  returns  than  in 
any  former  year  since  my  acqaaintance  with  the  affairs  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  and  the  payment  of  Grand  Lodge  dues  has  been  more  prompt 
and  general  than  usual. 

Four  hundred  and  thirty  Lodges  have  made  returns  to  date.  Of  this 
number  385  have  paid  their  annual  dues  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  leaving 
forty-five  delinquent  as  to  dues,  and  sixty-two  derelict  as  to  returns 
and  dues. 

The  returns  show  a  gratifying  degree  of  prosperity  among  the  Lodges 
of  the  jurisdiction.  While  the  law,  adopted  one  year  ago,  has  resulted 
in  the  suspension  of  a  larger  number  of  members,  for  non-payment  of 
dues,  than  ever  known  in  this  State,  yet  the  depreciation  of  member- 
ship will  not  be  so  great  as  might  be  expected,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
more  work  has  been  done  than  in  any  year  for  the  last  decade.  It 
must  be,  from  the  pruning  process,  that  the  membership  in  our  Grand 
Jurisdiction  will  be  more  real,  vital  and  sound  than  when  our  numbers 
were  greater.  A  merchant  could  not  long  continue  to  do  business  suc- 
cessfully whose  customers  were  valuable  only  for  having  their  names 
on  his  books.  The  Lodges  have  generally  concluded  to  give  up  the 
credit  business  and  not  carry,  at  an  annual  expense,  so  many  members, 
just  for  the  honor  of  having  their  names  on  the  ledger.  The  result  of 
this  policy  is  seen  in  the  vitalized  conditions  oi  Lodges  and  their  ability 
to  meet  Grand  Lodge  obligations. 

"The  MAsonic  Board  of  Belief,"  St.  Louis,  had  received  $1,944.31; 
distributed  (charitably)  $662.65,  and  reports  a  balance  on  hand  of 
$1,281.66.  For  a  large  city,  on  the  line  of  the  great  thoroughfares, 
these  receipts  and  disbursements  are  remarkable  only  for  their  small- 
ness. 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  gently  (as  we  attempted  to  do) 
rebuke  the  Grand  Master  for  too  many  dispensations  to  elect  officers, 
as  thus: 

The  Grand  Master  reports  a  long  list  of  special  Dispensations  for 
the  election  of  officers.  In  many  of  the  coses  the  moon  was  at  fault 
in  not  coming  to  time  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  By-Laws  ot 
Lodges  that  held  their  meetings  by  the  light  of  the  full  moon.  In 
several  instances,  atmospheric  disturbances  also  prevented  the  holding 
of  the  meetings  set  apart  by  law  for  the  annual  election  of  officers.  In 
all  these  cases  where  the  Lodge  meeting  for  election  could  not  be  held 
for  want  of  a  quorum,  the  special  Dispensations  are  approved. 

We  cannot,  however,  indorse  the  principle  of  granting  Dispensations 
to  Lodges  to  bold  special  elections  of  officers,  solely  because  the 
Brother  elected  to  an  office  at  the  regular  time,  refuses  to  be  installed. 
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It  is  not  according  to  onr  law  and  usage,  and  the  effect  of  snch  pro- 
ceedings id  pernicioas  in  fosteriDg  a  captions  spirit,  and  in  many  other 
ways.  A  Brother  may  be  diKappointed  in  his  aspirations  for  one  office, 
and  refuse  to  take  another  to  which  he  may  be  elected.  If  the  rule  is 
encouraged,  or  eyen  tolerated,  the  Grand  Master  will  soon  have  his 
hands  full  of  granting  Dispensations  to  humor  the  whims  and  caprices 
of  disaffected  Brothers.  There  would  be  no  eud  to  the  refusals  to  be 
installed,  and  just  here  the  disintegration  of  our  Lodges  would  com- 
mence. But  onr  law  provides  tor  such  emergencies,  and  is  a  bulwark 
of  safety.  An  officer  cannot  resign  his  position,  aud  is  the  officer, 
"until  his  successor  shall  have  been  duly  elected  and  installed.'*  There 
is  no  doubt  about  that,  and  a  Lodge  can  never  be  left  without  organi- 
zation uoder  the  proper  officers,  nuless  the  Muster  and  both  Wardens 
die,  or  move  out  of  the  jurisdiction,  io  which  case  alone,  it  might  be- 
come necessary  to  save  the  life  of  the  Lodge  by  Dispensation.  Such 
an  extremity  very  rarely  occurs.  The  last  Master  is  Master  of  the 
Lodge  until  his  successor  becomes  duly  qualified  to  succeed  him.  and 
in  his  absence,  the  Wardens  by  seniority  rule  and  govern  the  Lodge. 
Neither  can  an  installation  be  set  aside  until  the  end  of  the  year,  aud 
by  the  installation  of  a  successor.  As  an  installed  officer  cannot  re- 
sign, he  cannot  be  permitted  in  any  event  to  be  elected  to,  and  installed 
in,  any  other  office  before  his  term  expires  by  law. 

Two  amendments  to  the  constitution  were  adopted,  one  of  which  fixed 
the  (hies  at  50  cts,  for  each  lodge  member,  and  the  other  is  thus  re- 
corded : 

Amend.  Sec.  25,  Art.  XVI,  as  follows: 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  **paid"  in  the  second  line  of  said  sec* 
tion,  and  amend  same  so  that  it  shall  read  as  follows: 

8ec.  25.  No  Lodge  shall  grant  a  diniit  to  any  of  its  members  until 
all  dues  are  paid;  and,  vhlesa  the  application  for  a  dimit  state  that  it  ia 
for  the  purpose  of  joining  another  Lodge,  iorming  a  new  Lodge,  or 
with  a  view  to  removing  out  of  the  jurisdiction  oi  the  Grand  Lodge, 
the  applicant  shall  be  deemed  a  non-affiliate  from  the  dale  of  said  dimit 
and  subject  to  all  disabilities  as  such. 

The  adoption  of  a  special  re}>ort  on  Correspondence,  presented  by 
Bro.  Vincil,  indorses  opinions  which  we  cannot,  except  in  the  in- 
stance of  Colon-Cuba  recognition,  fully  approve.  As  to  Dakota,  New 
South  Wales,  and  New  Mexico,  the  theory  and  conclusions  of  this 
report,  were,  we  fe«r,  too  much  contiolled  by  the  untenable  (to  our 
thinking;  attitude  of  Missouri  towards  New  Meiico.  However,  we 
give  his  views  the  benefit  of  a  fair  presentation  to  our  readers,  satis^ 
fied  that  Bro.  V.  will  ere  long  see  as  others  see  it,  the  **trne  inward- 
ness" of  the  territorial  sovereignty  rule;  and  also  be  brought  into  full 
sympathy  with  the  effort  making  in  AirsTKAUA  in  behalf  of  (local)  in- 
dependence aud  freedom  from  a  far  off  aud  consequently  (in  due  pro- 
portion to  its  remoteness),  an  inefficient  government.  Australia,  be  it 
remembered,  is,  on  the  theory  of  English,  Irish  and  Scotch  control  of 
Lodges  there,  essentially  unoccupied  territory,  subject  to  entry  by  any 
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Grand  Lodge,  and  if  any  foreiga  jarisdiction  oaa  create  and  govern 
lodges  there,  why  can't  the  Brethren  of  the  Province  themselves  par- 
tiCtpate  in  this  appropriation  of  masonic  common  ground,  as  well?  Of 
course,  we  are  aware  that  the  question  is  not  restricted  to  this  view  of 
it,  and  we  suggest  the  thought,  only  as  significant  against  the  tendency 
to  attribute  too  much  potency  to  the  idea  of  present  British  occupancy, 
as  being  exclusive. 
The  report  says  of  it: 

NEW   SOUTH   WALKS. 

The  latest  information  respecting  this  far  off  claimant  for  recogni- 
tion is  to  the  effect,  as  stated  last  year,  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Now 
Soath  Wales  ''does  not  yet  command  the  allegiance  of  a  majority  of  the 
Lodges"  in  that  Colony.  It  may  be  sufely  assumed  that  if  a  mitwrity  ot 
Lodges  within  given  territory  can  organize  a  Grand  Lodge,  the  re- 
mainituj  Lodges  which  do  not  join  tho  organisation,  they  beiug  in  the 
majority,  may  also  form  a  Grand  Lodge.  Their  claims  to  recognition 
would  then  be  based  upon  which  had  the  greater  number  of  Lodges  in 
obedience  to  them,  rather  than  the  refjularity  of  their  formation  or  their 
legal  existence.  We  should,  therefore,  refrain  from  the  recognition  of 
the  Grand  L<^dge  of  New  South  WalCvS,  because  the  greater  number  of 
Lodges  in  that  territory  do  not  adhere  to  the  present  organization.  We 
fraternally  submit  that  the  unqualified  recognition  of  any  Grand  Lodge 
as  sovereign,  within  given  territory,  while  there  are  non-adhering 
Lodges  there,  owing  allegiance  to,  and  receiving  protection  from,  (Aher 
Grand  Lodges,  is  impracticable,  if  not  dangerous.  From  this  unwise 
and  unguarded  action  on  the  part  of  Grand  Lodges  has  sprung  up 
questions  and  issues  that  are  now  disturbing  the  peace  of  the  great  Ma- 
sonic family. 

The  recommendation  of  your  committee,  therefore,  is  that  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  New  South  Wales  be  not  recognized. 

DAKOTA.. 

This  young  Grand  Lodge  was  organized  out  of  a  part  of  the  char- 
tered Lodges  in  that  Territory.  Some  Lodges  chose  to  remain  in  obe- 
dience to  the  Mother  Grand  Lodge — Minnesota.  Dakota  desired  Min- 
neseta  to  transfer  the  non-concurring  Lodges  to  her.  This,  Minne- 
sota declined  to  do.  Then  there  followed  a  lengthy  correspondence, 
attended  with  some  feeling  not  necessary  to  the  settlement  of  vexed 
questions.  It  is  with  pleasure,  however,  that  the  announcement  is 
made  of  a  happy  and  satisfactory  settlement  of  the  issues  involved.  It 
is  proper  to  record  the  fact  that  the  settlement  was  brought  about  by 
the  Lodges  changing  their  allegiance  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Min- 
nesota to  that  of  Dakota.  The  information  is  just  received  (October 
1)  that  at  the  late  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Dakota  the  last  of 
the  dissenting  Lodges,  Bismarck,  No.  120,  gave  in  its  adhesion  and 
prayed  for  admission  among  the  constituent  Lodges  of  said  Grand 
Ix>dge.  Of  course  the  Lodge  was  accepted,  and  there  was  rejoicing  at 
the  result  whit^h  makes  Masonry  a  unit  and  places  all  the  Brethren  in 
Dakota  in  fall  accord.  Would  that  the  same  result  were  secured  else- 
where. 


214  APPENDIX.  [1881. 

NEW  mkhoo. 

The  qnefitions  of  difference  between  onr  Gmnd  Lodge  and  that  of 
New  Mexico  remain  onsettled.  All  non-adhering  Lodged  in  that  juris- 
diction having  ceased  to  exist  except  one,  SiWer  City;  it  is  for  this 
Grand  Lodge  to  determine  what  course  it  will  pnrsae  in  reference 
Uiereto.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Mexico  has  proclained  that  the 
charter  of  SiWer  City  Lodge,  No.  465,  is  under  arrest.  That  Lodge 
was  chartered  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missonri,  October  17,  1873,  be- 
fore the  Grand  Ijodge  of  New  Mexico  was  formed.  As  the  life  of  Silver 
City  Lodge  was  derived  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missonri,  so  its  aUe- 
Qiance  most  be  rendered  to  this  Grand  Lodge.  By  no  act  has  Silver 
City  Lodge  forfeited  the  life  given  it  by  the  Missonri  Grand  Lodge. 
Its  allegiance  to  the  creating  power — Missonri— most  continue  until 
transferred  to  another  by  its  own  act,  or  by  the  Mother  Grand  Lodge. 
Neither  has  l>een  done,  therefore  it  cannot  be  in  obedience  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  New  Mexico,  and  that  Grand  Lodge  has  no  right  to 
arrest  its  Charter.  The  fact  that  New  Mexico  accepted  the  recognition 
offered  by  Missouri  with  Lodges  in  its  territory  belonging  to  this  juris- 
diction and  owing  allegiance  thereto,  determine  the  question  as  to  its 
rights  to,  and  authority  over,  the  non-adhering  Lodges.  This  Grand 
Lodge  must  define  the  method  by  which  its  subordinates  shall  terminate 
their  existence.  Therefore  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri  cannot  admit 
the  right  of  any  power  on  earth  to  arrest  the  charters  and  destroy  the 
existence  of  Lodges  chartered  by  it 

With  these  premises  before  us,  the  claim  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New 
Mexico  to  moneys  and  properties  of  defunct  Lodges  in  that  jurisdic- 
tion, whose  existence  was  terminated  by  this  Grand  Lodge,  cannot  be 
conceded.  Said  Lodges  having  been  chartered  by  this  Grand  Lodge, 
and  ceased  to  exist  by  its  will,  their  effects,  of  right,  belonged  to  this 
Grand  Lodge,  as  the  sole  and  only  legal  heir. 

We  shall  let  New  Mexico  speak  for  herself  in  answer  to  this;  remark- 
ing, however,  that  tho'  we  are  inclined  to  object  to  the  harshness  of 
New  Mexico's  retaliation,  we  are  compelled  to  discount  our  censure  of 
her  by  a  proper  estimate  of  the  provocatives  furnished  by  Missouri  in 
this  and  other  refusals  to  aid  in  pointing  the  way  to  peace  and  restora- 
tion. 

We  now  approach  a  portion  of  these  proceedings  which  strikes  ns 
as  peculiarly  subject  to  censorious  criticism,  not  only  because  ot  its 
unjust  treatment  of  a  worthy  and  (in  our  view  of  it)  an  unoffending 
official  as  well  as  its  enunciation  of  utterly  untenable  propositions. 
As  the  report  touches  ns  nearly  in  our  official  position  we  dare  not 
trust  onr  feelings  in  giving  expression  to  our  dissent  to  this  unreason- 
able report,  further  than  to  say  that  there  are  few  correspondents  who 
would  or  could  be  as  magnanimously  forgiving  under  such  censure  as 
Bro.  Vincil  has  been.  We  give  this  minute,  and  Bro.  V.*s  explanation 
of  the  occurrence,  to  our  readers  under  the  double  heading  of 
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CXN8CBE  OF  A.  COBBESPONDEKT  AND 
SPECIAL. 

The  Cotnmittoe  on  Foreign  Correspondence  having  criticised  (in  the 
Beport  for  1879)  a  sapposed  decision  of  Past  Qrand  Master  Beady,  the 
party  aggrieved  moved  a  reference  of  the  subject  to  a  committee.  As- 
suming to  be  the  party  described  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Correspondence  for  the  same  year  in  the  review  of  Georgia,  he  asked 
the  committee  to  consider  his  grievance  in  that  direction.  The  com- 
mittee reported  as  follows: 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  MissourU  A.   F.  and  A,  M. : 

Tonr  Special  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  explanation  of 
Bight  Worshipful  Bro.  Vincil  in  reference  to  his  Beport  on  Foreign  Cor- 
respondence for  1879,  under  the  head  of  Wisconsin,  wherein  he  refers 
to  a  decision  of  Past  Grand  Master  Beady,  and  also  the  grievance  of 
Past  Grand  Master  Beady,  as  verbally  stated  in  the  session  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  in  reference  to  said  Beport,  under  the  heads  of  Wisconsin  and 
Georgia,  beg  leave  to  report: 

Tluit,  in  our  opinion,  Bro.  Vincil  has  overstepped  the  duties  of  a 
Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  when  he  undertakes  to  criticise 
the  acts  and  ruliogs  of  a  Qrand  Master  which  have  already  been  re- 
ported to  and  acted  upon  by  the  Grand  Lodge.  We  are  clearly  of  the 
opinion  that  the  prerogative  of  criticising  or  reversing  the  rulings  of 
the  Grand  Master  belongs  only  to  the  Grand  Lodge.  On  the  other 
hand,  we  hold  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Corre- 
spondence to  defend  the  Grand  Master  and  the  Grand  Lodge  which  con- 
stitute the  supreme  Masonic  power  within  his  jurisdiction,  whether  such 
action  accords  with  his  individual  opinions  or  not.  Actuated  by  this 
spirit,  Bro.  Vincil  should  have  referred  to  the  record  when  he  found 
his  Grand  Master  attacked,  and  should  not  have  contented  himself  with 
the  statement  and  criticisms  of  a  Foreign  Correspondent. 

And  whilst  his  explanation  is  good  enough  as  far  as  it  goes,  still  he 
should  not  have  allowed  himself  to  be  drawn  into  such  an  error  in  the 
first  instance.  Our  views  above  expressed  have  equal  application  to 
the  statements  complained  of  under  the  head  of  Georgia.  We  fra- 
ternally admonish  Committees  on  Correspondence,  in  the  future  to  steer 
clear  of  those  rocks  that  lie  ahead. 

THOS.  E.  GABBETT, 
JNO.  W.  LUKE. 
SAM'L  H.  OWENS, 

CommUlee, 

AM  EXPLANATION. 

In  our  Beport  last  year  we  were  led  into  an  error  as  to  a  decision  of 
Grand  Master  Beady,  rendered  in  1878.  While  reviewing  the  Wiscon- 
sin journal  for  1879,  we  found  a  criticism  by  Bro.  John  W.  Woodhull, 
on  decision  number  ten  of  Bro.  Beady.  Bro.  Woodhull  said  he  "should 
seriously  object  to  any  such  law"  in  his  jurisdiction.  He  understood 
the  decision  to  be  that  a  majority  of  all  the  tnembers  of  a  Lodge  must  be 
vreseni  at  the  election  of  officers  in  order  to  constitute  a  legal  election. 
Not  having  noticed  Bro.  Beady's  decision,  we  turned  to  and  read  it  in 
the  light  of  Bro.  Woodhull's  remarks.  We  were  impressed  with  the 
belief  that  the  decision  was  intended  to  recjuire  the  attendance  and 
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presence  of  a  majority  of  the  mfmhers  of  a  Lodge  at  an  election  to  make 
it  legiil.  We  turned  at  once  to  the  Report  of  onr  Committee  on  Jnris- 
pradeuce  and  found  that  Haid  committee  had  not  noticed  the  decision. 
Wo  then  wrote  onr  comment  defending  the  law  and  onr  Grand  Lodge 
from  what  we  honeBtly  thonght  was  the  decision  of  M.  W.  Bro.  Ready. 
Our  purpose  was  also  to  correct  a  wrong  impression  made  npon  the 
mind  of  Bro.  Woodhnll  of  Wisconsin.  We  were  not  aware  of  onr  mis- 
apprehension of  the  decision  nntil  Bro.  Ready  called  attention  to  it 
after  the  Proceedings  were  published.  We  then  saw  our  error,  which 
was  unintentional.  It  is  not  in  us  to  purposely  misrepresent  any  man 
living.  We  regret  our  misapprehension  of  the  import  of  the  aforesaid 
ruling.  Upon  its  discover^',  onr  purpose  was  formed  to  make  the  cor- 
rection  as  extended  and  widespread  as  the  error  had  gone.  Hence 
this  explanation.  We  would  no  more  withhold  the  amtiulf.  honorable 
than  we  would  refrain  from  criticising  such  a  ruling  if  it  were  actually 
before  us  now.  And  we  would  attack  such  a  decision  by  whomsoever 
rendered,  believiog,  as  we  did  of  the  one  in  question,  that  it  was  wrong. 
Its  emanation  from  our  own  jurisdiction  would  afford  no  reason  for 
overlooking  it.  The  misapprehension  as  to  the  rule  was  as  far  from 
onr  thought  as  our  purpose  would  be  to  do  its  author  injustice.  We 
make  this  correction  in  justice  to  a  Past  Grand  Officer,  us  well  as  to 
ourself. 

JOHN  D.  VINCIL, 

Grand  tkcretary. 

An  interesting  episode  of  the  session  is  suggested  in  the  following 
minute : 

UBAND  MASTER   W.    H.    SCOTT. 

Most  Worshipful  Bro.  W.  H.  Scott,  Grand  Master  of  the  Most  Wor- 
shipful Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  was  presented  to  the  Grand  Master  by 
the  Grand  Secretary,  who  introduecd  him  to  the  Grand  Lodge  in  very 
fitting  terms.     Bro.  Scott  was  then  conducted  to  a  seat  in  the  East. 

A  new  digest,  prepared  by  Bro.  W.  C.  Bragg,  and  approved  by  the 
Committee  on  Jurisprudouce,  was  adopted  and  ordered  to  be  published, 
in  a  form  to  include  "the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the  Grand 
Lodge"  and  the  "new  burial  service." 

The  installation  of  officers  was  not  neglected  and  the  minute  detail- 
ing this  ceremonial  closes  the  regular  record  of  the  business  of  the  ses- 
sion, and  we  now  seek  in  the  appendix  for  that  which,  of  course  to  as, 
is  of  peculiar  interest  and  significance — 

THE  REPORT   ON  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Having  found  it  we  recognize  readily,  without  his  signature,  Bro. 
Vincil's  fit,  pungent,  and  otherwise  characteristic  delivemnces. 

He  has  with  appropriate  criticisms  reviewed  the  reports  of  40  Grand 
Lodges  and  regrets  that  other  such  documents  were  not  in  hand  to  meet 
the  due  consideration  reserved  for  them,  even  after  the  delay  of  the  re- 
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port  for  their  benefit.  Maine,  Dakota,  Oregon,  Wisconsin,  etc.,  were 
Among  the  too  long  delayed  arrivals. 

The  Alabama  Report  of  1879  is  reviewed  with  due  and  acceptable 
consideration. 

He  says  of  G.  M.  Armstrong's  address,  that  it  is  *Mike  the  previous 
one,  brief  and  practical." 

He  qaotes  the  two  controverted  decisions  of  Grand  Master  Armstrong 
(as  reproduced  below,)  and  comments  approvingly  upon  them.  We 
commend  his  remarks  on  No.  4,  to  onr  good,  objecting,  Brother  Howry 
of  Mississippi,  viz : 

3.  That  when  an  appeal  is  taken  to  the  Grand  Lodge  by  a  Brother 
who  haH  been  suspended  or  expelled  by  a  Hubordinate  Lodge,  and  the 
decision  of  such  Lodge  reversed  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  the  status  of  such 
a  Brother  is  that  of  an  unaffiliated  mason.  This  decision  I  have  made 
in  obedience  to  Kule  19,  Article  7,  of  our  Constitution.  This  I  think 
is  a  siugnlar  proviuion  of  our  organic  law,  and  one  that  should  be 
revised  and  amended.  In  my  opinioo,  it  divests  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
the  power  and  authority  that  rightfully  belongs  to  it  in  such  cases,  and 
works  a  hardship  where  no  hardship  should  be  suffered.  For  instance: 
A  Brother  is  tried,  and  is  suspended  or  expelled  by  a  subordinate  Lodge. 
From  this  sentence  he  appeals.  The  Grand  Lodge  decides,  after  care- 
fully considering  all  the  testimony,  that  the  charges  are  not  sustained, 
and  reverses  the  decision  of  the  Lodge  below;  yet  the  appellant  has, 
under  the  rale  above  cited,  to  suffer  the  loss  of  Lodge  membership, 
thereby  undergoing  a  punishment  when  no  offense  had  been  committed. 
Why  not  make  the  reversal  full  and  complete,  and  restore  the  brother 
to  the  position  he  occupied  before  the  wrongful  finding  of  the  Lodge 
below. 

In  our  review  of  Alabama  in  1878,  we  enlarged  upon  the  operation 
and  injustice  of  Kule  19,  Article  7,  of  the  Constitution.  Everp  corres- 
pondent from  whom  we  have  hetird  biuce,  has  indorsed  our  views.  The 
Grand  Master,  above,  takes  the  same  position.  His  concluKions  arc 
necessarily  irresistible.  Our  esteemed  friend  and  Brother,  Beers,  in  his 
Report  on  Correspondence,  agrees  with  our  views,  as  against  "the  rul- 
ings and  law  as  well,"  of  his  own  Grand  Lodge. 

We  have  no  criticism  to  pronounce  againot  the  ruling  of  Brother  Arm- 
strong, because  Rule  19.  Article  7,  above,  compelled  him  to  decide  as  he 
did.  But  wo  do  think  the  law  works  great  injustice,  and  must, 
therefore,  be  an  unjust  provision.  It  ought,  therefore,  to  be  repealed. 
Many  of  our  Brethren  are  compelled,  in  order  to  obtain  justice  and 
maintain  their  rights,  to  tight  iuiquitous  proceedings  of  Lodges  to  the 
court  of  last  resort — the  Gn\nd  Lodge. 

The  Grand  Lodge  interposes  and  says  the  suspension  or  expulsion 
was  an  outrage,  reverses  the  whole  proceeding  and  declares  it  a  nullity. 
Yet  this  illegally  suspended  Brother,  declared  to  bo  innocent  and 
completely  yindicated  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  is  left  out  in  the  cold,  with 
no  membership  or  home.  He  suffers  because  he  is  innocent..  If  the 
Grand  Lodge  would  say  a  suspended  Brother  must  serve  out  the  time 
of  suspension  becanse  guilty,  justice  would  approve.  But  here  is  an 
irppellant,  whom  the  Grand  Lodge  declares  innocent,  loses  his  member- 
ship and  Boifers  a  penalty  because  the  Court  of  Appeals  set  aside  the 
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verdict  of  g^iUty.  Like  the  man  whoee  pampkins  went  rolling  down 
the  hill  from  his  wagon,  we  can  not  do  the  snbject  jnBtice.  The  Grand 
Master  had  to  decide  according  to  Rale  19,  Article  7,  but  accompanied 
the  decision  with  a  vigorons  protest  We  thooght,  in  reading  his 
decision,  **snrely  Alabama  Masons  will  now  clear  their  statute  book  of 
Bale  19.''  But  no.  The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  reported  a  hearty 
approval  of  this,  with  other  **  rulings  of  the  Grand  Blaster,  sud  the 
Grand  Lodge  ooncarred  therein."  We  had  hoped  better  things  of  the 
jurisdiction  ot  Brothers  Beers,  8ayre,  and  Armstrong.  The  fourth  and 
last  decision  of  the  Grand  Master  was  "overruled." 
It  is  as  follows  : 

4.  When  a  party  has  receivad  the  E.  A.  degree,  and  makes  applioa- 
tion  to  be  passed,  if  there  is  any  moral  reason  whv  he  should  not 
advance,  the  member  in  possession  of  such  reason,  should  report  the 
same  to  the  prosecuting  officer  of  the  Lodge,  and  have  charges  preferred 
against  him.  To  this  the  applicant  is  entitled  on  every  principle  of 
justice  and  equity.  After  his  initiation  he,  to  that  extent,  is  adopted 
into  the  Masonic  family,  and  is  invested  with  certain  rights  and  privi- 
leges, and  among  them  the  right  to  be  heard  in  his  defense.  If  unwor- 
thy to  be  advanced,  he  is  unworthy  to  retain  what  he  has,  and  should 
be  tried  and  expelled. 

There  is  plenty  of  good,  sound  sense  in  the  above  ruling.  When  a 
party  has  been  accepted  by,  and  initiated  into  a  Lodge,  he  is  a  Mason. 
As  such  he  is  entitled  to  some  consideration,  and  should  be  given  a  fair 
show.  If  unfit  to  receive  the  second  degree,  he  should  be  cut  off  from 
the  firnt  We  have  maintained  the  doctrine  for  many  years,  that  the 
cause  for  casting  a  black  ball  against  a  Mason  applying  for  advance- 
ment or  membership,  should  be  such  as  to  warrant  charges.  Instead 
of  striking  the  Brother  in  the  dark,  bring  charges  openly,  and  either  rid 
the  Order  of  an  unworthy  character  or  vindicate  and  save  him  to  Ma- 
sonry. 

He  notes  the  fact  and  also  remarks  upon  the  coincidence  in  the 
given  names  of  our  then  officiating  Grand  Master  and  the  recently 
past  official  occupant  of  the  Grand  East,  as  the  following  excerpts  will 
show: 

OOBBBSPONDEMCE. 

The  Annual  Report  was  served  np  by  our  amiable  friend  and  good 
Brother,  Oliver  8.  Beers,  **for  the  Committee."  The  Report  is  of  good 
length— 150  pages— written  in  genial  terms;  filled  with  excellent  thoughts 
and  abounds  with  capital  selections.  It  is  truly  a  **  Review,'  and  the 
reviewer  had  exAmiued  forty-four  Grand  Lodge  Proceedings. 

Missouri  for  1878  received  dae  consideration,  numerous  extracts  being 
made  from  the  joninal  of  that  session.  The  committee  correctly  char- 
acterized the  Oration  of  Brother  Root  as  **an  excellent  address."  He 
did  fall  justice  to  our  Report  on  Correspondence,  and  quotes  us  fully 
on  the  question  we  "critically  examined,"  and  says  of  us : 

"And  we  must,  with  this  extract,  close  our  review  of  Missouri,  not 
however  omittinfi:  to  return  our  grateful  acknowledgments  to  Brother 
Vincil  for  many  kind  and  acceptable  courtesies  extended  to  this  invalid 
Brother  while  visiting  St  Louis  in  September  last,  during  his  summer's 
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bxnnp  in  search  of  health  and  restoration.  I  was  siok  and  ye  minis- 
tered onto  me.  Thanks  and  appreciative  recognition  of  yoar  favors, 
Brother,  is  all  that  I  can  give  in  retarn.  '* 

The  pleasure  of  seeing,  knowing  and  associating  with  Oliver  S.  Beers, 
is  not  only  cherished  deeply,  bat  more  than  compensates  for  all  that 
Fraternal  courtesy  and  Brotherly  kindness  could  ever  do. 

Alabama  Masonry  must  be  an  eloquent  institution,  if  the  name  of 
America's  great  orator  and  statesman  can  impart  the  fiery  glow  to 
thoughts  and  words.  Henry  CiiAY  Armstrong  jnst  retired  from  the  chair 
when  the  new  Grand  Master,  Hknby  Clay  Tompkins  was  seated  in  the 
Grand  East,  We  have  a  Henry  Clay  in  Missouri  who  is  **an  orator  as 
Brutus  is.'*  We  do  not  know  that  he  is  a  Mason,  notwithstanding  he  is 
a  Dean. 

There  are  many  good  things  in  this  report,  which  we  regret  our  ina- 
bility to  notice  in  a  manner  suited  to  their  merits.  We  desire  to  do 
foil  justice  to  Missouri  in  the  matter  of  her  controversy  with  New  Mex- 
ico, and  therefore  give  all  the  space  we  can  now  spare  to  Brother  Yincirs 
exposition  of  that  unpleasantness. 

He  defends  his  position  (Grand  Lodge)  as  well  as  possible  under  the 
circumstances,  but  in  our  opinion  is  unsuccessful,  because  the  "merits 
of  the  question**  are  against  him. 

There  are  some  points  of  the  controversy  rather  new,  and  certainly 
effectively  stated,  which  we  copy  from  his  review  of  New  Mexico  : 

The  conclusion  of  the  matter  is  this :  Silver  City  Lodge,  holding  a 
charter  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mipsonri,  is  backed  by  her  mother  in 
declining  relations  or  connections  with  New  Mexico.  Silver  City  is  not 
blameabie  and  should  not  be  held  responsible.  New  Mexico  is  in  error 
when  she  attempts  coercion.  She  has  no  right  to  arrest  the  charter  of 
Silver  City  Lodge.  She  will  not  be  sustained  by  the  Masonic  Jurisdic- 
tions of  the  country  in  this  rash  act  against  a  Lodge  which  recognizes 
her  obligations  to  the  mother  Grand  Lodge.  She  should  have  her  tight 
against  Siissouri,  and  not  against  a  subordinate  Lodge.  She  has  preju- 
diced her  cause  by  this  arbitrary  course  towards  Silver  City.  In  perpet- 
uating the  farce  of  arresting  a  charter  which  she  can  not  arrest^  seize,  or 
olMain  possession  oj.  New  Mexico  has  overlooked  the  real  issue^  and  there- 
by weakened  her  cause. 

There  are  points  to  be  considered  in  this  controversy  that  we  will  dis- 
cuss elsewhere.  There  are  errors  marking  the  history  of  this  unfortun- 
ate transaction,  which  we  hope  to  see  corrected.  We  do  not  hesitate  to 
say  that  both  parties  have  made  mistakes. 

There  is  one  point  in  this  controversy,  yet  unnoticed,  that  strikes  us 
as  anomalous.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Mexico  claimed  everything  in 
that  territory  just  as  soon  as  she  became  a  Grand  Lodge.  Cimarron, 
Kit  Carson  and  Silver  City  Lodges,  all  holding  charters  from  Missouri, 
did  not  join  in  the  formation  of  the  New  Mexico  Grand  Lodge,  nor  did 
tbey  adhere  thereto  after  its  formation.  New  Mexico  claimed  them  and 
all  things  thereunto  belonging.  Hence,  when  Grand  Master  Beady 
arrested  the  charter  of  Kit  Carson  Lodge,  and  had  its  property  sold  for 
the  benefit  of  the  mother  Grand  Lodge — the  only  heir  in  the  case— New 
Mexico  laid  claim  to  the  funds,  and  declared  that  arrest  of  said  charter, 
by  Brother  Beady,  was  an  invasion  of  her  jurisdiction.     Since  the  Ci- 
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oaarron  Lodge  snrrendered  its  charter  to  the  mctber  Qraod  Lodge— Mis- 
souri-Grand  Mjister  Griffin  said:  •* What  becuioie  of  the  property  of 
the  Lodge  does  not  appear."  Seriously,  does  New  Mexico  really  think 
Cimarron  Lodge  8hr)Ulct  have  snrrendered  its  charter  to  her^  aud  turned 
over  all  property  therewith?  Did  not  New  Mexico  accept  recognition,  as 
a  Grand  Lodge,  from  Missouri,  knowing  that  three  Lodges  were  holding 
charters /rom  and  belonged  to  Missouri?  Certainly  she  did.  A.nd  by 
so  dding  she  accejMed  recognition  with  these  limitations,  and  committed 
herself  to  the  conditions  then  existing.  As  said  t^r^e  Lodges  belonged  to 
Missouri,  she  had  no  claim  apou  them,  and  had  no  right  to  their  charters 
or  property. 

That  Missouri  made  a  mistake  in  giving  an  unqualified  recogniiion  t9 
New  Mexico,  with  three  of  her  Lodges  still  existing  in  that  jurisdiction, 
we  unhesitatingly  affirm.  We  now  proclaim  our  unyielding  opposUion  to 
the  rectHjnition  of  any  Grand  IjOdge  as  a  soverhon  juriidictioti,  xnhUe  there 
nmains  a  Lodge  therein  owing  KiUegiance  to  any  other  drand  Lodge.  Here 
is  where  all  our  recent  troubles  originated  as  to  the  Si)rtreignty  of  Grand 
Liodges.  We  point  to  Quebec,  Dakota  and  New  Mexico,  in  illustration 
of  this  statement ;  and  we  do  not  believe  any  Grand  Lodge  should  ask 
rfcthittition^  while  there  remains  such  a  possibility  of  trouble.  Had 
proper  caution  been  used  in  this  direction,  no  war,  as  to  the  jurisdiction 
issue,  would  now  be  disturbing  the  peace  aud  harmony  of  the  Masonic 
worhl. 

Grand  Master  Griffin  argues,  with  ability  and  at  great  length,  the 
juriKdiction  issue.  We  have  no  controversy  with  him  on  that  issue. 
We  are  upon  record  as  to  the  principles  involved.  We  exi>ect  to  add 
something  more,  in  another  place,  tis  to  this  subject.  We  hope  for  a 
satisfactory  solution  of  this  vexed  question. 

We  extract  from  his  **  conclusion,"  that  portion  of  his  remarks  sacred 
to  affliction,  and  expressed  in  words  aflame  with  the  eloquence  of  grief : 

In  the  preparation  of  our  Report,  wo  have  been  deprived  of  the  usual 
pleasure  enjoyed  in  this  field  of  labor.  Scarcely  had  we  entered  upon 
the  work  before  us.  in  early  spring,  ere  a  dark  cloud  arose  suddenly  and 
overcast  our  sky.  Death,  unwelcome  to  all,  and  always,  came  nnan- 
nouuced  and  darkened  life  aud  destroyed  hope  in  an  instant.  The  elec- 
tric ineKsage  flashed,  like  fire  leaping  from  a  clond,  and  the  blow  fell 
cruHhin^ly  upon  us,  as  the  telegram  said  :  **  Your  son  was  killed  to-day 
in  a  railroad  accident."  Out  of  the  depths  into  which  this  bereavement 
plunged  us,  we  cried  unto  the  God  in  whom  we  put  our  trust  in  the 
days  of  other  years.  Amid  the  wild  turbulence  of  grief  of  that  never- 
to-be-forgotten  hour,  we  fully  appreciated  the  consuming  sorrow  of  the 
Koyal  Bar<l  of  Israel  over  the  death  of  his  loved  Absalom.  We  know 
now  what  the  heart-cry  of  the  father  meant  as  it  wailed  forth  its  unavail- 
ing grief,  ••O.  my  soul"  O,  my  own  dear,  noble  boy.  With  this  pain 
of  heart  aud  beclouded  life,  amid  the  weary  moving  days  and  months 
of  a  torrid  season  un|>aralleled,  we  have  prosecuted  oar  labors  to  their 
termination.  We  submit  our  work  to  the  charitable  consideration  of 
our  Brethren,  at  home  and  abroiid,aud  commend  ourselves  to  the  tender 
merov  of  our  common  aud  adorable  Father. 

We  tender  to  onr  bereaved  Brother  the  true  sympathies  of  one  who 
has  dmined  this  bitter  cup  of  pirting  to  its  very  dregs  ;  bat  who  yet 
can  sav  with  Britain's  Laureate  Bard— 
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"I  hold  it  true,  whate'r  befall; 
I  teel  it  wh^n  I  Borrow  most, 
Tie  better  to  have  loved  and  loet. 
Than  Derer  to  bavo  lored  at  ail.'' 


"Still  memory  will  briug  back  the  feeliDg"  and  ever  and  nnou  renew 
the  sigh,  **0  !  for  a  touch  of  the  ranished  hand,  and  the  sound  of  the 
voice  that  is  still." 

GRAND    OFFICEBS. 

M.  W.  Brother  W.  R.  Stubblefield Gnind  Master. 

B,  W.  Brother  John  D.  Vincil,  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Number  of  chartered  Lodges 404 

Note. — By  an  oversight  in  correcting  proof,  this  Communication  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri,  is  set  down  as  the  S'ucteenth  instead  of  the 
Sxtieth.  There  are  also  one  or  two  errors  on  page  205,  but  the  reader 
will  not  fail  to  note  them. 

MONTANA.  1880. 

Montana  is  again  a  pleasant  visitant  with  its  well  arranged  and 
excellently  printed  report,  done  up  in  covers  that  are  as  usual  ''deeply, 
darkly  and  l>eaatifnlly  (according  to  some  tnstea)  blue."  We  hope  we 
shall  not  again  have  occasion  to  regret  its  absence  from  onr  table. 

This  volume  reports,  with  commendable  method,   the  doings  of  the 
M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Montana  at  its  SLrleenth  Annual  Communication' 
held  in  Bozeman,  September  the  lOth,  A.  D.  1880,  and  also  has  a  frontal 
adornment  in  a  beautiful  engraving,  representing  the  marked  features 
of  M.  W.  Hiram  Knowles,  now  Past  Grand  Master. 

Present  and  presiding,  M.  W.  George  W.  Monroe,  Deputy  Grand  Mas- 
ter and  acting  Grand  Master,  a  majority  of  (he  Gn\u(l  Officers  (the  Grand 
Master  and  four  other  Grand  Officers  absent),  and  the  Kopresentatives 
of  IG  (of  21)  chartered  Lodges. 

The  following  minute  explains  the  absence  of  the  Grand  Master  and 
the  introduction  of  his  address,  viz  : 

Deputy  Grand  Master  George  W.  Monroe,  acting  Grand  Master,  read 
a  letter  from  Grand  Master  Hirim  Knowles,  explaining  tlie  cause  of  his 
absence — important  business  in  court  pressing  for  immediate  a:jd  con- 
stant attention. 

His  Address  was  read  by  the  Grand  Secretary. 

The  address  is  well  written  and  neither  loo  brief  nor  too  long. 

His  first  reported  decision  was  admittedly  against  Masonic  precedent, 
and  is  thus  stated  b^  him,  his  reasoning  being  evidently  biased  by  his 
ideas  of  "organized  civil  societj*,"  causing  him,  somewhat,  to  overlook 
the  peculiar  cbaraoteristios  of  Masonic  associations. 
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Flint  Greek  Lodge  No.  11,  failed  to  elect  its  officers  as  required  by 
the  aforesiiid  bj-law,  bat  proceeded  to  elect  and  install  tbem  on  Saint 
John's  day. 

These  officers  took  charge  of  the  Lodge,  and  for  several  meetings  per- 
formed the  duties  of  their  stations.  Learning  of  their  mistake  they 
applied  to  me  for  advice  in  the  premises.  I  fiist  advised  them  to  allow 
these  officers  so  elected  to  perform  the  daties  they  had  assumed,  nntil  I 
could  consider  the  matter. 

Upon  an  examination  of  the  qnestion  presented,  I  found  that  such 
an  eminent  writer  upon  Masonic  Jurisprudence  as  Brother  Mackey,  held 
that  such  an  election  as  that  in  the  above  Lodge  was  void,  and  that  the 
former  officers-should  have  held  their  offices  and  continued  to  discharge 
their  duties.  Had  I  seen  this  authority  I  probably  would  have  advised 
in  accordance  with  the  rule  there  expressed. 

However,  I  apprehend  that,  in  organized  civil  society,  the  rule  is  not 
as  Brother  Mackey  has  expressed  it.  These  officers  had  been  declared 
elected  by  a  competent  triounal  and  had  been  installed  by  proper  offi- 
cers, and  at  a  proper  time,  and  had  entered  upon  the  duties  of  their 
office.  This,  in  my  judgment,  would  make  them  dt  facto  officers,  and 
render  their  acts  valid  until  the  officers  of  right  properly  present  their 
credentials  and  demanded  their  places.  At  such  times,  in  civil  govern- 
ment, it  has  been  found  most  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  society  to 
consider  such  officers  defado  officers,  and  their  acts  valid  ;  and,  I  think, 
this  rule  will  bo  tound  of  practical  benefit  in  our  organization.  I  finally 
advised  said  Lodge  to  apply  for  a  dispensation  for  the  properly  electing 
and  instuUiDg  of  their  officers.  This  they  did  ;  the  dispensation  was 
granted,  and  the  officers  of  their  Lodge  duly  selected  and  placed  in  the 
discharge  of  their  several  duties. 

The  Grand  Lodge  excused  the  act  and  legalized  the  election. 

He  recommends  Lodfje  incorporation;  and  in  his  argument  defending 
that  position,  we  think  we  discover  the  methods  of  the  lawyer  rather 
than  the  ways  of  the  skilled  Craftsman.  We  give  his  views  on  that 
subject,  as  follows : 

I  have  been  consulted  as  to  the  propriety  of  Lodges  incorporating. 
I  am  of  the  opinion,  that,  up  to  this  time  there  is  no  safe  way  for  a 
Lodge  to  hold  real  estate  but  to  incorporate,  and  then  receive  the  title 
thereto  ;  and  until  some  other  way  is  presented  I  would  rather  Lodges 
would  incorporate  and  be  sure  of  their  Lodge  homes,  than  resort  to  the 
other  unsafe  and  complex  means  of  holding  them.  If  the  brethren 
devote  their  means  to  the  building  of  a  Lodge  home  they  ought  to  own 
it,  and  not  truHt  the  title  to  it  to  the  good  faith  of  individuals,  and  the 
many  accidents  that  may  complicate  the  title  to  the  same.  There  can 
be  a  law  authorizing  corporations  which  would  pnit  the  exigencies  pre- 
sented. We  do  not  have  that  law  now,  in  my  opinion.  There  should 
be  no  objection  to  such  a  law  that  I  can  conceive  of.  **  Speculative 
Masonry'*  certainly  ought  not  to  be  considered  as  hostile  to  organized 
civil  society,  but  rather  as  an  auxiliary  thereto.  I  know  it  is  against 
the  traditions  of  the  Order  to  incori)orate,  and  I  fully  appreciate  the 
reasons.  Perhaps,  that  they  may  be  fally  comprehended  by  you,  they 
should  be  stated. 

A  corporation  is  a  creature  of  law,  and  is  subject  thereto  in  all  its 
functions.    It  is  feared  that  should  a  Lodge  be  incorporated,  some  per- 
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son  who  is  not  a  Mason  in  his  heart,  and,  through  gaile,  has  become  a 
member  of  a  Lodge,  npon  being  expelled  foranmasonic  coudact,  might, 
through  revenge,  apply  to  a  court  for  a  writ  of  mandate  to  reinstate  him; 
and  this  wonld  necessitate  the  inquiry  into  what  was  considered  nnma- 
sonic  conduct  and  the  mode  of  Lodge  trials.  1  do  not  apprehend  that 
any  Mason  will  be  expelled  in  this  jurisdiction  from  the  Order  for  any 
cause  that  he  would  like  to  have  made  a  judicial  record  ;  hence,  I  have 
not  feared  that  the  exigency  would  ever  arise  here  that  has  occasioned 
the  alarm  of  some.  Should  such  an  issue  be  presented,  however,  rather 
than  have  the  secrets  of  our  Order  in  this  way  made  public  by  some 
curious  and  indiscreet  court,  I  would  comply  with  the  Writ  of  Munde 
and  reinstate  the  expelled  member  in  the  corporation.  This  would  end 
all  court  investigation.  No  court,  however,  could  make  such  a  man  our 
Masonic  Brother.  In  the  Fraternity  he  never  could  be  reinstated. 
From  the  rising  to  the  setting  of  the  sun,  he  would  be  proclaimed  as 
only  a  court-made  Bdason  ;  and  from  him  would,  in  fact,  be  withdrawn 
all  the  rights  which  make  our  Order  of  any  value  to  any  one. 

He  expresses  his  views  of  the  New  York-Ck>nnecticut  controversy,  and 
says  of  the  situation,  after  the  former  had  resorted  to  its  non-intercourse 
buQ,  what  accords  pretty  much  with  our  own  conclusions  thereanent, 
viz: 

The  mle  contended  for  by  the  Connecticut  Grand  Lodge  may  be  one 
that  prevails  in  that  Grand  jurisdiction  as  far  as  the  Lodges  thereof  are 
concerned,  but  I  can  not  conceive  that  there  is  any  doubt  but  that  the 
rale  contended  for  by  the  Grand  Master  of  New  York  is  the  proper  one. 
No  Grand  Lodge  can  prescribe  the  conditions  of  membership  witbin 
the  Jurisdiction  of  another  Grand  Lodge.  It  would  seem,  however, 
that  the  means  resorted  to  by  the  Grand  Master  of  New  York,  to  compel 
an  acceptance  of  his  views  of  this  question,  exhibited  more  of  anger 
and  arbitrariness  than  is  usually  thought  to  comport  with  Masonic 
charity  and  fraternity.  He  withdrew  all  Masonic  fellowship  with  the 
Lodges  of  Connecticut.  In  the  Book  that  lies  open  upon  every  Masonic 
altar  is  written  : 

"Moreover,  if  thy  Brother  shall  trespass  ngninst  thee,  go  and  tell  him 
of  his  fault  between  thee  and  him  alone.  If  he  shall  hear  thee,  thou 
hast  gained  thy  brother." 

"  But  if  be  will  not  hear  thee,  then  take  with  thee  one  or  two  more, 
that  in  the  mouth  of  two  or  three  witnesses  ever}'  word  may  be 
established." 

"And  if  he  shall  neglect  to  hear,  then  tell  it  unto  the  Church  ;  but 
if  he  neglect  to  hear  the  church,  let  him  be  unto  thee  as  a  heathen  and 
a  publican." 

Our  New  York  Brother  performed  the  first  part  of  the  injunction.  He 
told  his  Connecticut  Brethren  of  their  fault  between  him  and  them,  and 
because  they  did  not  hear  him  straightway,  he  declares  them  as 
"heathen  and  publicans."  There  would  have  been  no  impropriety  in 
submitting  snch  a  question  as  this  to  some  other  Grand  Lodge,  or  to 
some  Grand  Master  for  arbitration,  and  submitting  to  the  decision  made 
in  this  way.  In  this  era,  when  our  learned  men  in  international  law  are 
advocating  tbe  arbitration  of  difficulties  between  sovereignties,  and 
when  this  method  has  been  resorted  to  upon  several  recent  memorable 
occasions  of  conflict  between  such  powers,  the  (heat  FraternUy  of  the 
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world  oaght  not  to  hesitate  to  adopt  it  iu  all  disputes  l)etweeQ  Grand 
jurisdictions.  It  ought  to  become  the  advocate  of  such  a  course  at  all 
tini^s.  For  no  slight  cause,  for  no  promptings  of  pride,  or  of  excusa- 
ble anger  should  the  great  Masonic  Arc  of  outstretched  arms  and 
clasped  hands  extending  from  the  Orient  to  the  Far  West  be  broken. 

He  says  a  good  deal  about  Church  antagonism  to  Masonry,  especially 
instancing  the  opposition  of  the  Church  of  Kome,  but  does  not  explain 
fully  why  this  topic  was  so  elaborately  discussed  in  his  address.  Has 
Montana  suffered  from  the  execrable  egotism  of  the  bigots? 

He  concludes  this  portion  of  his  message  thus  : 

The  Author  of  the  Christian  Religion  chided  His  Disciples  because 
they  rebuked  the  followers  of  John  the  Baptist  for  the  reason  they  cast 
out  devils  not  in  Christ's  name.  There  is  room  enough  for  all  to  labor 
who  have  the  purpose  of  elevating  and  civilizing  man,  the  supplanting 
of  the  hate  in  his  bosom  with  love,  selfishness  with  charity,  and  lust 
by  a  broad  and  helping  Fraternity.  Such  fields  are  not  overcrowded. 
I  can  aasnre  the  great  Mother  Churoh  that  there  is  no  reason  for  any 
hostility  between  her  and  the  great  parent  fraternal  association.  Masonry. 
It  was  never  intended  to  assume  a  hostile  attitude  to  any  church  or  creed. 
Its  members  may  join  any  church  or  embrace  any  creed  so  they  hold 
fast  to  the  belief  in  the  One  True  God,  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  and 
the  morality  of  the  Bible.  There  is  nothing  to  be  gained  by  being 
misunderstood  on  this  point.  We  have  no  desire  to  incur  unneces- 
sary enmity.  We  seek  not  the  crown  of  the  martyr,  and  especially 
through  a  misunderstanding.  We  believe  we  have  a  right  to  be  and 
follow  the  teachings  of  our  Fraternity,  and  we  will  not  yield  at  the 
behests  of  any. 

The  reports  and  general  work  of  the  Lodge  indicate  harmony,  growth 
and  renewed  prosperity,  to  which  the  Grand  Secretary  alludes  in  his 
report,  sayiug,  **  the  present  year  attests  the  rapid  growth  of  our  insti- 
tution as  compared  with  our  stationary  condition  for  several  years 
past." 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence,  special  report, 
a  resolution  of  recoguition  and  welcome  to  the  **  United  Grand  Lodge 
of  Colon  and  the  Island  of  Cuba,"  was  unanimouRly  adopted. 

Helena  was,  by  resolution,  selected  as  the  place  of  meeting  for  the 
next  Annual  Communication. 

Brother  Cornelius  Hedges  presented  the  general 

REPORrr  ON   CORRESPONDENCE, 

and  we  find  it  acceptably  increased  in  volume  as  compared  with  its  pre- 
decessor of  187^,  and  of  course  is  more  interesting  in  proportion  to  its 
length.  Our  interest  in  Montana  has  been  largely  elicited  by  the  quality 
of  its  Heih^ea,  which  though  they  may  not  abound  there,  we  shall  yet 
hope  to  see  increasingly  dtveloi)ed,  in  that  luxuriance  of  fdiagt  so  nec- 
esstiry  to  the  beauty  alike  of  the  landscape  and  the  rede^.     His  '*  bark  ** 
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is  better  laden  this  year  aud  the  winds  are  gently  arging  his  yielding 
sailR  through  the  narrows,  and  into  the  open  sea  of  easy  flowing  criti- 
cism ;  and  thus  our  propheiic  wish  of  last  year  is  realized.  The  ban 
voyarje  is  accomplished. 

Brother  Hedges  reports  on  the  proceedings  of  most  of  the  American 
Grand  Lodges,  giving  those  of  Alabama,  for  1879,  appropriate  notice. 
He  remarlcs  as  follows  on  the  ** address,"  viz  : 

The  opening  address  of  Grand  Master  Armstrong  speaks  of  the  "en- 
tbnsiasm  in  the  efforts  of  our  Order  that  awakens  the  most  pleasurable 
emotions,  and  inspires  the  strongest  hopes  for  the  future.'*  Having 
visited  about  thirty  Lodges  during  the  year,  he  has  the  means  enjoyed 
by  few  Graud  Masters  to  speak  advisedly  of  the  state  aud  spirit  of  the 
Craft.  The  delinquent  list  shows  a  large  field  for  labor  and  further 
improvement. 

hi  the  brief  address  are  incorporated  four  decisions.  Of  these  the 
third,  reijuired  by  the  letter  ol  the  law,  but  against  the  Grand  Master's 
sense  of  justice,  was  to  the  effect  that  a  Brother  suspended  or  expelled 
by  sentence  of  his  Lodge,  though  the  judgment  was  reversed  on  appeal, 
is  an  unaffiliated  Mason.  The  judgment  of  the  Lodge  stands  beyond 
reach  of  correction  by  the  Graud  Lodge.  There  was  no  attempt  made 
to  correct  so  nnn-asonable  a  provision,  thoagh  its  absurdity  was  called 
to  notice.  In  No.  4,  the  Grand  Master  held  that  after  a  candidate  had 
received  the  £.  A.  degree,  objections  to  advancement  should  take  the 
form  of  charges.  Tiie  Grand  Lodge  vindicated  the  secrecy  of  the  ballot 
and  overruled  the  decision. 

Brother  Hedges  has  opinions  ** as  are  opinions,"  and  although  they 
are,  some  of  them,  slightly  on  the  iconoclastic  verge,  and  expressed  some- 
what vigorously,  if  we  may  use  such  a  term  of  quality  as  applicable  to 
his  rhetoric,  we  commend  them  to  the  attention  of  our  readers  as  both 
thoughtful  and  suggestive.  The  following  paragraphs  form  a  part  and 
are  extracted  from  his  "conclusion,**  viz: 

Having  passed  in  rapid  review  the  several  American  jurisdictions,  it 
only  remains  to  give  the  same  hurried  glance  at  the  influence  and  ten- 
dencies of  our  institution  in  the  aggregate.  We  all  know  that  however 
familiar  we  may  be  with  every  rod  of  surface  and  every  individual  object 
that  enters  into  the  composition  of  a  landscape,  the  tout-etiseriible  as 
presented  to  the  eye  from  some  commanding  height  is  in  no  sense  sim- 
ilar, nor  apparently  a  possible  combination  of  the  impressions  derived 
by  closer  inspection  of  its  constituent  elements. 

We  know  something  about  how  grossly  Masonry  has  been  misjudged, 
and  at  times  cruelly  persecuted  by  the  powers  of  both  Church  and  State. 
Even  this  country,  so  free  and  enlightened,  where  neither  Church  nor 
State  possess  the  power  of  persecution,  it  was  not  impossible  to  stir  up 
ignorant  and  unreasoning  prejudice  into  a  wild  crusade  against  a  society 
engaged  in  no  more  horrible  conspiracy  than  that  of  teaching  morality 
and  practicing  charity.  But  why  wonder  at  the  misconceptions  and 
misjudgments  of  the  uninitiated,  when  we  constantly  witness  even 
greater  diversities  ol  judgment  as  to  what  Masonry  is  and  should  be, 
among  those  highest  in  position  and  best  instructed  in  its  mysteries 
and  principles.  We  are  no  longer  an  operative  society  choosing  men  to 
15 
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oat,  carve  and  handle  bnildiug  stone,  and  yet  we  see  as  mach  time  and 
care  given  to  the  discussion  of  physical  qualifications  as  if  the  fate  of 
the  institution  were  involved  in  its  settlement.  It  is  time  we  think  to 
have  it  settled,  once  for  all,  whether  we  are  now  and  ever  eipect  to  be 
again  an  operative  society.  If  this  can  he  satisfactorily  answered,  and 
we  accept  our  own  profession  of  being  a  speculative,  moral  society,  let 
us  betake  ourselves  to  the  moral  and  speculative  quarries  for  our  mate- 
rial with  which  to  raise  moral  structures— spi ritual  temples  that  may 
endure  unshaken  the  shock  and  crumbling  of  worlds.  But  how  utterly 
impossible,  in  the  nature  of  things,  to  build  up  spiritual  temples  out  of 
physical  materials.  If  we  have  become  moral  and  speculative  entirely 
in  the  work  we  do  as  Masons,  why  should  we  not  make  a  corresponding 
change  in  our  tools  and  materiaL 

We  may  be  a  Masonic  heretic,  but  most  frankly  confess  that  we  can 
not  master  a  sober  face  to  read  or  listen  to  the  judgments  rendered 
npon  the  momentous  issue  of  a  defective  eye  or  lost  fiuger-joint,  and 
think  that  these  are  seriously  regarded  as  crucial  tests  in  the  selection 
of  workmen  to  whom  we  have  little  or  no  physical  work  to  assign,  but 
meet  them  on  the  threshold  with  the  iuformation  that  the  pre{)aration 
is  in  the  heart,  that  the  temples  we  have  to  build  are  only  morsil  edifi- 
ces. Was  there  ever  greater  incongruit>  of  practice  and  professsion  ? 
As  we  understand  Masonry,  it  seeks  no  one  by  other  means  than  the 
display  of  manly  virtues  in  an  unobtrusive  way,  and  when  thus  invited 
an  applicant  appears  at  the  door  of  a  Lodge  we  should  consider,  first 
and  foremost,  his  moral  qualifications,  next  his  intellectual  qualifica- 
tions, and  last  of  all,  his  physical  fitness.  We  know  the  divine  judg- 
ment as  to  who  were  the  true  seed  of  Abraham,  and  who  was  thu  true 
neujhbor,  and  we  would  do  vfo\\  to  be  instructed  by  it  in  searching  for 
proper  Masonic  material.  Are  we  not  sticking  in  the  l^ark.  and  choos- 
ing wbited  sepulchres,  filling  up  with  moral  and  intellectual  cripples, 
the  worst  kind  of  maimed,  halt,   blind,   tiling  cfifectnally  only  against 

ghysical  defects  discemahle  to  the  grosser  senses?  The  ever-increasing 
orde  of  non-afiiliates  bears  nnmistakeable  witness  that  the  bars  are 
down  in  the  wrong  place.  We  let  in  candidates  because  of  physical 
qualities,  and  keep  them  if  they  pay  dues  promptly.  If  one  is  poor 
and  in  need  of  aid  and  sympathy  he  is  too  often  cut  adrift  by  suspen- 
sion, without  an  inquiry  into  his  condition.  This  is  as  heartless  as  the 
test  of  admission  is  foolish  and  absurd.  Those  who  are  able  to  pay 
and  unwilling,  who  want  the  benefits  but  are  unwilling  to  work  or  pay, 
can  not  too  soon  be  got  rid  of.  We  are  stronger  every  way  without 
them.  But  wo  do  very  greatly  need  better  guards  at  both  doors,  to 
see  that  none  but  the  worthy  enter,  and  none  but  the  unworthy  go 
oat 

WV  hear  many  notes  of  alarm,  on  account  of  so  many  rival  societies 
and  organizations.  Are  they  rival  societies?  If  so.  isn't  the  reason 
because  we  are  trying  to  do  their  work,  rather  than  their  intrenching 
into  our  proper  domain  ?  If  we  exist  only  to  have  convivial  gatherings, 
or  for  the  self-intert'st  of  mutual  health  and  life  insurance,  the  intrusion 
has  bi^eu  on  our  part  In  the  work  of  uprooting  prejudices,  healing 
divisions  wideqing  sympathies,  speaking  a  cheering  wor  j,  lending  a 
helping  hand,  encourn^ing  merit  and  waging  f  t^^rnal  warfare  against 
the  powers  of  evil,  greed,  selfishness,  pride  and  ignorance,  there  is  still 
plenty  of  unoccupied  and  uncultivated  ground.     In  all  thcfle  directiooa 
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stretches  an  open  field  in  which  wo  need  have  little  fear  and  less  regret 
over  rivalry.  For  a  time  we  know  that  the  mushroom  oatgrows  the 
acorn,  bat  the  acorn  endares  with  tnuqaillity  the  test  of  time.  We 
have  often  thought  these  other  organizations  were  doing  Masonry  a  good 
service,  by  driving  it  back  to  its  own  proper  fields,  and  affording  a  suit- 
able outlet  to  those  tendencies  of  human  nature  that  would  otherwise 
disease  or  disorder  the  body  of  Masonry. 

OBAND    OFFICEBS. 

M.  W.  Brother  George  W.  Monroe Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Brother  Cornelius  Hedges,  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Number  of  chartered  Lodges 21 

N.  B. — A  little  non  seqmtur  in  Brother  H.'s  "Recapitulation,"  attracts 
oar  attention. 

He  gives  the  figures  *•  Members  18S0," 762 

do.        1879 705 

Showing  an  increase  of 57 

While  his  statement  of  admissions  from  all  sources  foot Si 

against  losses  from  dimissions,  deaths  and  suspensions  of 64 

and  the  increase  thus  shown  is 20only 

NEBRASKA,  1881. 

We  have  the  proceedings  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Nebbaska.  at 
its  24th  Annual  Commuuicition,  held  at  Lincoln,  commencing  June 
21st,  A.  D.  1881. 

Present,  M.  W.  James  A.  Tnlleys,  G.  Master,  with  all  Grand  Offi- 
cers stationed,  and  the  Representatives  of  67  (of  74)  chartered  Lodges. 

The  Grand  Master,  in  an  excellent  and  comprehensive  address,  gives 
a  clear  view  of  the  situation  in  this  jurisdiction,  and  it  is  quite  satis- 
factory, and  suggestive,  too,  of  future  growth  and  usefulness. 

Of  the  Missonri-New  Mexico  unpleasantness,  he  says: 

I  have  received  official  notificatiou  of  the  severance  of  Masonic  inter- 
course between  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Missouri  and  New  Mexico.  The 
history  of  the  difficulties  which  have  led  to  the  rupture  of  friendly  rela- 
tions between  these  two  Grand  Lodges  is  doubtless  familiar  to  most  of 
von,  it  being  identical  with  controversies  which  have  heretofore  arisen 
oetween  other  grand  bodies,  resulting  from  a  difference  in  the  inter- 
pretation of  the  generally  accepted  law  of  "exclusive  jurisdiction.'* 

The  question  has  l)eeu  argued  pro  and  con.  with  considerable  warmth 
and  much  subtlety  of  reasoning. 

Like  all  questions  of  that  nature,  technical  refinement  and  logical 
deduction  are  inadequate  to  a  solution  of  the  problem.  The  question 
is  one  that  mast  be  solved  by  fraternal  feelings,  and  considerations 
looking  to  the  effect  npon  the  prosperity  of  the  Craft. 

If  oar  sister  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri  would  look  at  the  question 
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from  this  standpoiut,  it  would  not  seem  difficalt  to  persaade  her  that, 
while  it  is  do  great  advantage  to  her  to  exercine  jarisdiction  over  a 
lodge  ia  New  Mexico,  it  may  be  of  serioas  disadvantage  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  New  Mexico  to  have  the  jarisdiction  over  its  territory  so 
divided. 

Insistence  npon  technical  right  without  substantial  advantage  should 
never  be  the  rule,  when  substantial  disadvantage  may  result  to  others. 

This  whole  question  should  be  acted  upon  by  the  v:\riou8  Grand 
Lodges — in  the  West  more  especially — and  it  would  seem  that,  however 
plausible  may  be  the  reasoning  by  which  the  Grand  Lodge  of  one  State 
or  Territory  sustains  its  sqpervision  over  lodges  in  the  territorial  juris- 
diction of  another  Grand  Lodge,  the  general  advantage  of  the  whole 
Fraternity  may  be  best  promoted  by  awarding  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
any  State  or  territory  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  all  lodges  within  its 
ooundaries. 

It  is  well,  and  appropriately  said,  too. 

He  had  issued  dispensations  for  4  new  Lodges.  His  decisions  were 
few,  and  are  as  follows  : 

1 .  Can  a  lodge  whose  charter  has  been  suspended  and  afterward 
restored  charge  the  members  with  dues  during  the  time  of  such  sus- 
pension ? 

Answer.  The  members  are  not  liable  for  dues  during  the  suspension 
of  the  charter. 

2.  A.  B.  petitions  a  lodge  for  initiation,  a  committee  is  appointed 
on  said  petition,  but  are  not  present  at  the  next  regular  meeting.  The 
Master  adds  two  members  to  the  committee,  who  report  immediately, 
and  the  candidate  is  balloted  for  and  elected.  Were  the  proceedings 
regular  ? 

Ans.  No  :  if  the  original  committee  were  not  ready  to  report,  or  if 
not  present,  no  action  should  have  been  taken.  The  duty  of  a  petition 
committee  is  to  investigate  the  character  and  standing  of  the  candi- 
date, and  if  this  cannot  be  done  in  one  month  they  are  entitled  to 
longer  time. 

3.  If  a  candidate  should  be  initiated  where  the  report  of  committAe 
and  the  ballot  were  irregular,  would  he  be  a  clandestine  Mason  ? 

Ans.     No,  but  the  lodge  would  render  itself  liable  to  discipline. 

He  recommends  changes  in  the  system  of  exemplifying  the  work,  as 
follows  : 

2.  I  would  recommend  the  abolition  of  the  present  custodian  sys- 
tem, which  has  l>een  in  use  for  a  suffieieut  length  of  time  to  demon- 
strate its  failure  to  accomplish  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  inau- 
gurated. 

The  Grand  Lecturer  should  be  the  sole  custodian  of  the  work,  and  on 
him  should  be  placed  the  undivided  responsibility  for  the  proper  work- 
ing of  the  ritual  in  the  lodges  throughout  the  jurisdiction. 

While  this  change  might  necessitiito  the  incurring  of  some  additional 
expeose,  yet  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  thoroughness  and  uni- 
formity of  work  would  more  than  compensate  the  additional  outlay. 

-  Under  the  present  system  but  few  of  the  custodians  ever  qualify,  and 
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the  nnmber  is  still  less  thafc  do  anything  after  they  are  qaalified,  and 
yet  the  Grand  Liectnrer,  relying  on  the  assistance  of  the  custodians  in 
their  refipective  districts,  is  not  so  apt  to  see  the  necessity  for  vigoroas 
action  on  his  part  as  if  all  depended  on  his  own  unaided  efforts. 

The  resnlt  is  that  less  is  accomplished  by  the  present  complicated 
and  unwieldy  system  than  could  t>e  accomplished  by  the  Qrand  Lec- 
turer alone. 

Our  remedy  for  similar  evils  is  to  dispense  with  the  Grand  Lecturer 
and  devolve  his  duties  upon  a  well  selected  and  properly  governed  com- 
mittee, (custodians)  who  are  required  by  law  to  exemplify  the  work 
fully  at  each  annual  communication,  and  who  are  also  accessible  to 
officers  of  Lodges  at  all  times  for  consultation,  &c. 

He  recommends  that  provision  be  made  for  an  appropriate  celebra- 
tion, next  year,  of  their  25th  anniversary,  which  was  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee, to  report  at  the  next  annual  communication.  Too  late,  we  fear, 
as  the  committee  were  not  empowered  to  act. 

The  G.  Master  closes  his  address  with  words  of  apology  as  well  as  of 
encouragement,  thus: 

And  now,  in  terminating  this  report  of  my  ministration  of  the  high 
office  which  your  partiality  has  confided  to  me,  I  am  painfully  conscious 
that,  although  my  zeal  for  Masonry  has  suffered  no  diminution,  and  my 
interest  in  the  institution  can  be  exceeded  by  but  few,  yet  the  circum- 
stances under  which  I  assumed  this  trust  have  prevented  that  active, 
energetic  administration  of  its  powers  which  it  had  been  my  ambition 
to  exhibit.  Nevertheless,  I  have  neglected  no  duty  which  pressed  upon 
the  office  for  performance;  neither,  on  the  other  hand,  have  I  eagerly 
searched  for  grievances  to  be  removed  or  evils  to  be  reformed. 

I  find  the  Craft  in  good  working  condition,  and  although  my  official 
acts  have  been  few,  and  my  official  superintendence  and  visitation  have 
been  much  less  than  I  had  purposed,  I  trust  that  the  Fraternity  has  re- 
ceived no  detriment  and  suffered  no  loss. 

With  a  gratitude  which  words  are  inadequate  to  fully  express  for  the 
kindness  which  you  have  hitherto  shown  me,  I  cheerfully  relinquish 
these  duties  yon  have  trusted  to  me,  to  resume  the  labor  of  Master  Ma- 
son upon  the  floor  of  unofficial  equality. 

Incidents  of  travel  were  reported,  as  the  following  minute  informs  us, 
and  thankfully  received : 

By  request,  Past  Grand  Master  Lininger,  who  had  just  returned  from 
a  year's  absence  from  the  jurisdiction,  told  of  his  travels  in  foreign 
countries  and  the  wages  he  had  earned  as  a  Master  Mason.  In  con- 
cluding his  story  he  presented  the  Grand  Lodge  and  each  Past  Grand 
Master  with  an  olive-wood  gavel  made  at  Jerusalem. 

Bro.  N.  K.  Griggs,  who  had  spent  several  years  in  Saxony,  was  called 
upon,  and  read  his  contribution  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
foreign  Correspondence. 

The  promised 

BEPOBT  ON  COBBESPONDENCE, 

with  Bro.  Griggs'  remarks  on  Saxony,  was  not  furnished  to  the  Grand 
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Secretary  in  time  for  pablication  with  these  minatee,  and  np  to  this 
writing  the  intimated  sapplement,  containing  that  report  has  not  made 
its  appearance,  **in  these  parts,"  at  least. 

The  very  appropriate  oration  by  W.  Bro.  Samael  P.  Davidson,  was 
delivered  before  the  Grand  Lodge,  while  at  **  refreshment,*'  Wednes. 
day  evening,  June  22d,  and  *'  other  gaests  who  came  to  hear  the  annoal 
oration  and  participate  in  the  varioos  entertainments  which  had  been 
provided  for  the  occasion." 

The  orator  closes  his  address  by  an  apt  allnsion  to  Bro.  Bobt.  Mor- 
ris' description  of  the  Temple,  bat  finds  a  more  durable  structure  in 
our  moral  masonic  edifice,  thus: 

I  have  often  wondered  at  the  massive  and  immovable  character  of  the 
foundations  of  King  Solomon's  Temple,  as  described  by  Dr.  Bob.  Mor- 
ris. He  says  the  foundation?  of  the  original  temple,  as  constructed 
under  the  direction  of  the  illustrious  Tyrian,  consists  of  an  area  ol  36} 
acres  of  ground,  raised  or  built  up  by  imbedding  and  tying  together 
with  lead  and  everlasting  materials,  stones,  some  four  feet  long,  some 
ten  feet,  some  twenty  feet  and  some  even  forty  feet  long,  and  of  corre- 
sponding breadth  and  thickness,  until  the  whole  area  b>is  been  raised 
one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  high.  I  have  thought,  conceding  this  de- 
scription to  be  correct,  that  if  any  human  structure  could  be  so  durable 
as  to  outlast  and  override  the  devtistations  of  the  crumbling  centuries, 
that  massive,  tremendous  structure  wilL  But,  my  brethren,  the  stones 
of  our  masonic  temple  are  larger,  firmer,  more  massive,  and  more  se- 
curely bound  together  than  are  those  of  this  great  structure,  and  will 
outlast  and  survive  it  and  all  like  it.  Our  temple  has  been  tried,  purified 
and  solidified  by  the  tests  which  have  been  applied  to  no  other  institu- 
tion except  the  church  of  the  ever-living  God. 

Most  Worshipful,  I  have  seen  proper  on  this  occasion  to  refer  to 
these  great  truths,  and  call  them  up  afresh  in  our  minds,  thinking 
that  if  I  can  incite  in  my  brethren  more  zeal  for  this  grand  and  ever- 
enduring  institution,  more  pride  for  its  massive  but  ornate  proportions, 
and  purer  motives  in  searching  after  Masonic  truth,  I  shall  have  ac- 
complished as  much  as  you  who  commissioned  me  would  expect  from 
one  Hhort  address.  Then,  my  brethren,  let  none  of  you  conclude  that 
Masonry  is  waning  or  that  it  has  outlived  its  usefulness.  Because  as 
long  as  there  is  human  want,  either  mental  or  physical,  to  allay,  as 
long  as  there  are  injustice,  impurity,  and  oppression  to  oppose,  as  long 
as  hupan  nature  remains,  there  will  be  a  vast  and  ever-opening  field 
in  which  Masonry  is  called  to  effective  and  ceasf^less  labor.  Then  leave 
the  idle  curiosity  seeker,  who  dreams  that  when  he  has  gone  through 
with  the  ceremonies  of  induction  into  our  mystic  circle,  that  he  is  a 
full  fledged  and  panoplied  Mason, — leave  all  such  at  the  threshold 
where  they  must  ever  remain,  because  they  can  never  become  true  Ma- 
sons, but  you  press  on  in  your  search  for  greater  light,  and  yon  will 
constantly  grow  nobler  yourself,  you  will  continually  know  more  of 
humanity,  and  how  to  alleviate  its  wants,  and  more  and  more  of  God 
Himself. 

OBAND  OFFICEBS. 

M.  W.  Brother  James  R.  Gain Grand  Master. 
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B.  W.  Brother  William  R.  Bowen  (ro-electud) Grand  Secretary. 

Total  namber  of  chartered  Lodges 74. 

With  7  Lodges  U.  D. 

NEVADA,  1S80. 

The  Sixteenth  Annual  Commanication  was  held  at  Virginia  (city  of) 
Jnne  18tb,  19th  and  20th.  A.  D.  1880. 

Present,  M.  W.  DeWitt  C.  McKenney,  G.  Master,  (several  Grand  Of- 
ficers not  at  their  posts)  and  Representatives  of  19  (of  their  20)  char- 
tered Lodges. 

We  note  also  the  presence  of  5  P.  G.  Masters,  2  P.  G.  Secretaries, 
and  several  P.  G.  Wardens. 

For  some  reason,  unexplained,  the  minntes  start  with  the  following 
resolution  and  announcement : 

On  motion  of  W.  Albert  Hires,  the  Grand  Secretary  was  instructed 
to  inform  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Odd  Fellows  that  our  sessions  during 
the  preseut  Grand  Communication  would  be  held  in  the  afternoon  of 
each  day. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  then  called  the  Grand  Lodge  to  refresh- 
ment until  four  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Which  has  excited  our  wonder  and  alike  puzzled  our  ingenuity,  to 
find  masonic  precedent  for  it. 

The  Grand  Master's  annual  message  is  a  concise  and  practical  ad- 
dress, giving  "good  and  wholesome  instruction,"  and  not  omitting 
Deeded  admonition,  as  the  following  excerpts  attest,  viz: 

We  were  taught  in  our  Masonic  infancy  **to  live  soberly,  be  tem- 
perate and  walk  uprightly  before  Grod  and  man."    Are  we  living  up  to 
that  primitive  lesson  ?    I  fear  too  many  among  us  are  addicted   to  the 
balefol  habit  of  using  intoxicating  liquors  to  excess.     That  soul  de- 
stroyiug  curse  enters  the  sacred  precincts  of  our  institution  and  plucks 
therefrom  many  of  its  brightest  flowers.    Talent  of  the  highest  order 
&ll8  before  the  demon  that  lurks  within  the  bowl.    Masonic  banquets 
where  intoxicating  drinks  are  offered  are,  in  my  judgment,  a  fruitful 
source  of  evil  and  against  the  spirit  of  Masonry.     As  Masons  we  are 
bound  to  protect  each  other  from  harm;  and,  therefore,  whatever  is 
likely  to  injure  our  brother  we  should  studiously  avoid.    At  our  social 
entertainments  we  have  brethren  with  us  who  have  by  the  sheer  force 
of  will-power  broken   the  chains  that  bound  thorn  to  this  debasing 
habit,  and  yet  when  they  see  a  large  number  of  the  Fraternity  freely  in- 
dulging in  the  use  of  intoxicating  beverages,  they  are  very  liable  to 
argue  Uiat  a  little  upon  this  occasion  will  do  no  harm,  and  quite  fre- 
quently, when  that  conclusion  is  reached,  they  partake,  and,  as  a  con- 
sequence, fall,  never  more  to  rise  to  the  dignity  of  men  or  Masons.    I 
had  the  pleasare  of  attending  a  Masonic  banquet,  shortly  after  the  ad- 
joamment  of  this  Grand  Lodge  last  yetir,  where  no  beverage  of  an  in- 
toxicating  character  was  offered  to  the  guests,  and  I  commend  the 
brethi^n  that  had  the  management  for  their  good  sense  and  firmness  in 
the  right. 
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The  vice  of  gaming  is  entirely  too  prevalent  among  onr  brethren. 
This  vice  is  only  second  to  iutompemnce  in  destroying  the  moral  prin- 
ciples which  Masonry  seeks  to  inculcate. 

Profanity  is  still  another  vice  which  is  indnlged  in  very  freely  by 
many  of  the  members  of  onr  Order.  This  vice  seems  to  me  to  be  more 
senseless  than  either  of  the  others,  for  we  can  never  plead  in  extenua- 
tion the  gratification  of  an  evil  passion. 

These  vices  are  all  Masonic  offenses,  and  offenses  against  the  laws  of 
the  Supreme  Gnind  Master,  as  set  forth  in  the  Great  Light  in  Mason- 
ly,  bat,  nnfortnnately,  not  against  the  laws  of  the  State  in  which  we 
live.  I  have  felt  compelled,  my  brethren,  from  a  sense  of  duty,  thns 
plainly  to  speak  of  these  things,  hoping  that  as  Masons  we  may  pnrge 
onrselves  and  onr  time-honored  institution  of  these  vices.  We  are 
brothem.  Let  us  help  one  another.  We  t>elieve  in  a  living  Jehovah. 
Let  us  obey  His  commandments. 

These  evils  notwithstanding,  the  G.  M.  expresses  confidence  in  the 
good  government  of  the  Craft,  and  yet  still  finds  other  irregularities  to 
complain  of.  We  like,  however,  his  suggestions  as  regards  non-pay- 
ment of  dues  suspensions,  as  quoted  below  : 

The  Graft  within  this  jurisdiction  seem  to  be  well  governed,  and  it  is 
a  source  of  congratulation  that  peace  and  harmony  prevail  among  onr 
Lodges.  '^The  occasions  have  been  rare  when  the  advice  or  decisions  of 
the  Grand  Master  have  been  called  into  requisition.  I  therefore  have 
but  few  suggestions  to  make  in  the  way  of  legislation.  I  would  recom- 
mend for  the  consideration  of  this  Grand  Lodge  the  propiiety  of  bo 
amending  section  78,  Art  III,  Part  III,  that  when  a  brother  has  been 
suspended  from  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry  for  the  non- 
payment of  dues,  he  may  restore  himself  by  the  |>ayment  of  all  dues 
to  the  time  of  his  suspension.  It  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  in  accord- 
ance with  strict  justice  to  compel  the  payment  of  dues  during  the  time 
for  which  he  has  been  denied  all  the  rights  pertaining  to  Masonry. 
The  payment  of  dues  is  not  required  of  a  brother  suspended  indefinitely, 
or  for  a  specified  time,  for  unmasouic  conduct,  audit  is  difficult  for  me 
to  discover  why  a  brother  guilty  of  non-payment  of  dues  should  be  sub- 
jected to  a  harsher  penalty  than  the  one  guilty  of  a  more  heinous  of- 
fense. In  the  administration  of  criminal  law  in  all  civilized  nations, 
the  punishment  is  intended  to  Ix)  commensunite  with  the  offense  for 
which  the  person  has  been  duly  convicted— the  greater  punishment  for 
the  higher  offense.  Suspension  for  non-payment  of  dues  is  a  summary 
proceeding  in  which,  in  many  instances,  the  brother  h(\s  no  oppor- 
tunity for  a  hearing.  It  seems  to  mo  that  suspension  from  all  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  Masonry  is  a  punishment  commensurate  with  the  of- 
fense, without  the  further  penalty  of  paying  dues  when  all  the  benefits 
are  denied. 

The  matter  of  improper  balloting  has  been  called  to  my  attention. 
The  right  of  a  menber  to  cast  a  white  or  black  ball  is  indefeasible,  yet 
in  some  instances  the  black  ball  is  cast  for  numasonic  reasons.  Some- 
times because  the  candidate  belongs  to  a  particular  nationality;  at  other 
times  a  member  will  east  a  black  1)a11  ;igaiu8t  a  candidate  in  every  way 
worthy  because  his  friend  hjis  been  rejected  on  a  previous  occason.  d5f 
course  nothing  can  be  done  if  tht*  member  keeps  the  reason  to  himself^ 
but  quite  frequently  a  voluntary  couft^ssion  is  made,  showing  clearly 
that  the  motive  was  selfish,  revengeful  or  the  result  of  unwarranted 
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prejudice.  If  such  a  state  of  facts  be  conclasively  shown,  what  re- 
coarse  has  a  Lodge?  It  seems  to  me  a  member  sbonld  be  tried  apon 
bis  own  voluntary  confession  of  wrong  doing,  and  if  found  gnilty  of 
casting  a  black  ball  for  nnmasouic  reasons,  he  should  be  suspended, 
and,  perhaps,  expelled. 

We  find  DO  indication  in  the  general  proceedings  of  the  effects  of 
such  vices  as  the  Grand  Miister  inveighs  against,  as  quoted  in  our  first 
extract*  but  on  the  contrary  note  a  remarkably  orderly  and  systematic 
engrofement  of  the  business  of  the  session;  and  we  therefore  conclude 
that  the  drinking  and  protano  members  of  the  fraternity,  to  whom  he 
alludes,  were  not  present  in  Grand  Lodge. 

It  is  quite  likely  that  his  admonitions,  thcreanent,  were  needed  by 
thefeio  and  not  by  the  nyiny.  His  remarks,  however,  led  us  at  first  to 
infer  a  general  demoralization  of  the  kind  complained  of,  but  we  are 
sure,  on  reflection,  that  he  did  not  intend  to  create  such  an  impression. 

Bro.  R.  H.  Taylor,  chairman,  gives  us  one  of  his  thoughtful  and  in- 
structive reports  on 

COBBESPONDENCE, 

in  which  he  reviews  with  care  and  completeness  the  proceedings  of 
mo8t  of  the  American  Grand  Lodges. 

His  review  of  Alabama,  proceedings  of  1879,  is  acceptably  full  and 
considerate. 

He  notices  G.  M.  Armstrong's  decision  No.  4,  in  reference  to  charges 
against  an  E.  A.  considered  morally  unfit  for  advancement,  &c.,  and 
quotes  the  adverse  report  of  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  on  it. 

His  remarks  on  this  subject  we  reproduce  as  worthy  of  considera- 
tion, indeed  quite  suggestive,  viz: 

The  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence  reported  as  follows: 

**The  committee  have  carefully  considered  the  rulings  of  the  Grand 
Master  and  heartily  approve  all  of  them  except  Ruling  No.  i,  wherein 
the  principle  is  announced  that— 'when  a  party  has  received  the  E.  A. 
Degree  and  makes  application  to  be  passed,  if  there  is  any  moral  reason 
why  he  should  not  advance,  the  member  in  possession  of  such  reason 
should  report  the  same  to  the  prosecuting  officer  of  the  Lodge  and  have 
charges  preferred  against  him.'  To  this  the  applicant  is  entitled  on 
every  principle  of  justice  and  equity.  After  his  iuitiation,  he  to  that 
extent  is  adopted  into  the  Masonic  family  and  is  invested  with  certain 
rights  and  privileges,  and  among  them  the  right  to  be  heard  in  his  own 
defense.  It  unworthy  to  be  advanced,  he  is  unwoith}*  to  retain  what 
he  has  and  should  be  tried  and  expelled. 

<*Tbis  decision,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  wipes  out  the 
secrecy  of  the  ballot,  which  is  one  of  the  most  sacred  of  all  the  ancient 
land-marks  of  Free-masonry.  If  the  secrecy  of  the  ballot  be  invaded, 
then  Jklnsonry  will  prove  a  failure,  and  our  Lodges  will  be  filled  with 
material  not  flt  for  the  builder's  use.  We,  therefore,  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolution  : 
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**  *That  Enling  No.  4  of  Past  Grand  Master  Armstrong's  decisions 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  overruled.'*' 

The  Grand  Lodge  adopted  the  report.  The  lotjic  of  the  Gran<l  Mas- 
ter is  right.  But  if  the  Alabama  law  requires  a  separate  ballot  for  each 
degree,  the  committee  and  Grand  Lodge  were  right.  Therefore,  in  or- 
der that  the  luic  may  be  in  unison  >»ith  l(Mjic  and  equity,  there  should 
be  but  one  ballot  for  the  "degrees  of  Masonry.'*  Then,  if  after  the 
initiation,  reasons  are  supposecl  to  exist  why  the  brother  (for  an  entered 
apprentice  is  a  brother  Mason)  should  not  be  advanced,  charges  onght 
to  be  preferred,  that  the  brother  may  have  an  opportunity  to  defend 
himself  and  be  in  no  danger  of  a  stab  in  the  dark.  Any  other  rule 
violates  the  plainest  principles  of  ei^uity  and  good  conscience.  The 
ancient  landmark  referred  to  by  the  committee  evidently  refers  solely 
to  the  Entered  Apprentice's  degree,  for  reasons  obvious  to  the  student 
of  Masonic  history. 

As  we  are  in  possession  of  another  report  from  Nevada,  the  one  for 
1881,  we  must  needs  pretermit  farther  remark  upon  Ifds  in  order  to 
give  to  tftai  its  proper  attention  and  space. 

OBAKD  OFFICEBS: 

M.  W.  Bro.  Dewitt  C.  McKenney Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  John  D.  Hammond  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Number  of  chartered  Lodges 20. 

NEVADA,  1881. 

The  Seventeenth  Annual  Communication  was  held  in  Virginia  City, 
June  14th,  A.  D.  1881. 

Present,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Dewitt  G.  McKenney,  with  other  Grand 
constituents  and  the  Kepresentutives  of  Eighteen  (of  21)  subordinate 
Lodges. 

The  Grand  Master  in  this  address  as  in  the  last  (1680)  freely  censures 
the  "twin  evils"  of  profanity  and  intemperance,  using  in  this  instance 
both  "rhyme  and  reason  "to  emphasize  his  admonitions,  as  for  ex- 
ample : 

I  would  have  the  laws  of  Masonry  engraven,  not  as  were  the  laws  of 
Moses,  upon  tablets  of  stone,  but  upon  human  hearts,  and  the  emblems 
and  mottoes  should  be  maiubtined  in  purity  and  untainted  by  any  vice, 
or  the  near  approach  of  it  We  should  all  remember  the  wonis  of  that 
ancient  Spartan,  L^-curgus:  "That  which  I  receive  in  honor,  I  give 
to  you  in  honor."  While  many  of  our  brothers  do  live  up  to  this 
standard,  I  am  fearfal  that  others  do  not  consider  the  real  and  true 
meaning  of  the  emblems  and  teachings  of  our  luHtitution.  Many  in- 
dulge in  intem|K'rance,  profanity,  and  gambling.  They  lack  Justice, 
Prudence  and  Brotherly  Love,  and  Charity  to  them  is  a  misnomer. 
Josinh  Allen's  wife  sjiyn  :  **It  should  l>e  the  lesson  that  Christ  and  His 
disciples  taught,  that  of  all  heavenly  graces  Charity  is  the  greatest 
Bat,  as  a  general  thing,  that  end  of  the  board  don't  tip  up  any  too  far 
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in  tills  selfish  world;  as  a  general  thiug,  folks  don't  teter  on  that  end  of 
tlie  l>oaTd  so  much  as  they  do  on  the  other.'* 

In  temperance  is  a  weak  point  in  any  man,  and  he  is  nu  worthy  to  be 
a  member  of  onr  Order  if  be  says  be  cannot  stop  drinking.  Man  is  a 
free  agent.  He  is  not  controlled  by  any  unseen  power  as  regards  tbe 
practice  of  bis  vices,  or  virtues,  and  I  believe  tbat  bat  few  men  can  be 
BO  fond  of  intoxicating  drinks  that  reformation  is  impossible. 

**  Yon  may  know  every  nation,  and  speak  every  tongue 
£very  sage  has  expounded,  or  minstrel  has  sung, 
From  the  cold  frozen  Nortb,  witb  its  winter  of  gloom, 
To  the  land  of  tbe  Tropics,  wbose  flowers  over  bloom  ; 
Thongb  your  wit  may  enliven,  your  lore  may  inform 
Of  bright  sunny  regions,  or  whirlwind  and  storm, 
Thongb  you  tell  all  tbe  dooms  tbat  bave  nations  befell— 
If  you  follow  tbe  wine-cup,  you  cannot  excel." 

X  regard  profanity  as  not  only  blaspbemous  to  our  Maker,  but  as  tbe 
langaage  of  the  low,  vulgar  and  vile — language  certainly  not  fit  to  be 
used  by  a  Mason. 

••  The  lavish  act  of  sin 
Lets  in  defilement  to  the  inward  parts; 
Tbe  soul  grows  clotted  by  couttigion, 
Imbodies  and  imbrutes,  till  she  quite  lose 
The  divine  property  of  her  first  being. 
Such  are  those  thick  and  gloomy  shadows  damp, 
Oft  seen  in  cbarnel  vaults  and  sepulchres, 
Liogering  and  sitting  by  a  new-made  grave, 
As  loath  to  leave  the  body  tbat  it  loved, 
And  links  itself  by  carnal  seuHuality 
To  a  degenerate  and  degraded  state." 

Ue  is  all  too  general,  we  think,  in  bis  remarks  upon  this  subject,  as 
an  outsider  would  be  apt  to  infer,  from  their  tone,  a  more  general  prev- 
alence of  these  viecs  than  tbe  character  and  work  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
seem  to  warrant.  We  fear  Brother  McKenncy  is  too  much  inclined  to 
censure  indiscriminately. 

Yery  speedily  after  closing  tbe  above  temperance  lecture,  if  we  may, 
without  offense,  for  none  is  meant,  so  term  it,  he  closes  his  address  by 
quoting  in  extenso  and  with  high  commendation  Bump'  *' Farewell,'* 
calling  it  **one  of  tbe  best  poems  ever  written  by  Scotland's  immortal 
Bard,"  which  closes  with  tbe  following  anti-temperance  invocation  : 

A  last  request  permit  me  here, 

When  yearly  ye  assemble  a'. 
One  round — I  ask  it  witb  a  tear — 

For  all  the  brothers  far  awa.'' 

And  hope  tbat  many  a  pleasant  night 

Will  social  spend  while  breath  we  draw, 

Till  we  as  brothers  all  unite 

In  that  Gmnd  Lodge  that's  far  awa. 
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This,  it  Appears  to  us,  tho*  albeit  very  good  poetry,  is  not  apropos  to 
the  temperance  appeals  which  rather  unpleasantly  bnrden  his  ad- 
dresses. 

The  work  of  the  Lodge  was  conducted  with  regnlarity  and  dispatch, 
bnt,  as  a  general  remark,  involving  no  matters  of  interest  outside  of 
that  jnrisdiclion. 

We  except  from  this,  however,  the  following  resolution,  viz: 

Resolctdj  That  no  Mason  from  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico,  and 
claiming  to  hold  membership  there,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  Masonic 
right  of  visitation  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  unless  he  hails  from  a 
Lodge  holding  obedience  to  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  An- 
cient Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  New  Mexico. 

Whereas,  The  Masonic  difficulties  in  the  Island  of  Cuba  appear  to 
have  been  Katisfnctorily  adjusted,  and  the  brethren  there  are  now  united 
in  brotherly  love  under  one  government  of  Ancient  Graft  Masonry; 
therefore, 

hesoli'^h  That  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and  Ac- 
cepted Mrisons  of  the  State  of  Nevada  hails  and  recognizes  the  United 
Gniud  Lodge  of  Colon  and  the  Island  of  Cuba  as  a  sovereign,  inde- 
pendent Grand  Lodge. 

And  also  the  minute  detailing  their  mode  of  procedure  in  the  mat- 
ter ot  the  reception  of  Grand  Representatives;  whom  it  appears  are,  **in 
accordance**  with  their  **  usual  custom,"  introduced  and  formally  *' re- 
ceived and  admitted  to  seats**  in  the  G.  L.  at  each  annual  communica- 
tion. 

No  Representative  from  Alabama  was  present  on  this  occasion. 

The  speeches  of  welcome  and  response,  wore  alike  brief  and  very 
appropriate. 

The  minutes  close  with  an  appropriate  and  characteristic 

BEPOBT  ON   COBBESPONDEKCE, 

by  Brother  Robert  H.  Taylor,  Chairman,  in  which  he  reviews  the  pro- 
ceedings of  52  American  Grand  Lodges,  giving  considerate  attention 
to  the  work  of  each  ;  and  in  the  case  of  Alabama  bestowing  upon  us, 
both  in  space  and  acceptable  comment,  all  the  attention  we  could  rea- 
sonably ask. 

We  regret  to  know  from  his  valedictory,  which  we  shall  hereafter 
quote,  that  Brother  T.  closes  with  this  review  his  labors  as  a  reporter 
for  Nevada.  It  may  not  be  important,  and  yet  even  such  an  humble 
tribute  may  tend  to  cheer  him  on  his  way,  for  us  to  say,  as  we  feel  im- 
pelled to  do,  and  to  say  very  feelingly  too,  that  this  parting  is  ]Xiinful 
to  us  for  the  (perhaps  selfinh)  reason  thiit  the  Nevada  reports  under 
Brother  T*s  inspiration  have  been  peculiarly  rclisha^le  and  fascinating, 
and  have  afiforded  us  an  enjoyable  feast  annually,  which  we  very  unwil- 
lingly relinquish.     We  feel  in  parting  with  him  as  if  Nevada,  which  for 


1881.]  APPENDIX.  237 

awbile  seemed  Dear,  had  dow  been  far  removed  from  ns,  and  that  in 
wandering  throogh  its  tuinates  hereafter  we  shall  feel  like  a  stranger  in 
strange  company.  A  pleasiint  adiea  and  a  health  to  thee  Brother  T. 
We  shall  be  pleased  to  karu  that  the  change  you  contemplate  has  resulted 
in  all  anticipated  advantages. 

Brother  H.  in  reviewing  Alabama,  quotes  approvingly  a  portion  of 
Grand  Master  Tompkins'  Annual  Address,  and  does  not  dissent  from  any 
of  his  decisions.  Ho  quotes  several  portions  of  our  report  (for  1880), 
and  in  two  instances  speaks  critically  of  them.  Wo  accept  his  adverb 
criticism  ;  but  must  come  to  the  rescue  of  the  printer  by  claiming  author- 
ship of  the  Uly  blunder.  The  ''acms  reproach  "  blunder  may  be  all  our 
owe  also.  We  gladly  aul  him  in  his  defense  of  Moore,  by  quoting  his 
correction  of  the  Sunflower  vandalism  of  Delaware,  viz  : 

Under  Delaware,  he  copies  an  obituary  notice  concluding  as  fbllows : 

**  *A8  the  sunflower  turns  fo  his  Gk>d  when  he  sets, 
The  same  look  which  he  g«ive  when  he  rose,' 

so  our  departed  Brother  never  wavered  in  his  devotion  to  our  Order 
through  a  long  life." 

We  wonder  what  the  writer  of  that  obituary  had  against  poor  Tom 
Moore.  Overhaul  your  -'Irish  Melodies,"  and  "when  found,  make  a 
note  on  it"  : — 

**Oh  !  the  heart  that  has  truly  loved,  never  forgets. 

But  as  truly  loves  on  to  the  close. 
As  the  sunflower  turns  on  her  god,  when  he  sets, 
The  same  look  which  she  turned  when  he  rose." 

His  parting  words  are  tlius  said  in 

POSTSCRIPT. 

Having  determined,  for  business  reasons,  to  remove  (it  may  be  per- 
manently) from  the  City  of  Virginia  and  State  of  Nevada,  among 
whose  people  I  have  lived  for  more  than  eighteen  years,  this  will  most 
likely  be  my  last  report  on  Masonic  Correspondence.  During  the  years 
I  have  been  engaged  in  this  work.  I  have  held  delightful  intercourse 
with  many  bright  minds ;  with  many  gifted  Sons  of  Light  who  have 
dimitted  from  these  terrestrial  Lodges,  and  have  gone  to  the  ** shining 
shore"  of  that  Better  Land  where  the  Supreme  Grand  .Master  of  the 
Universe  presides.  At  this  moment,  what  a  host  of  memories,  joyous 
and  sad,  crowd  upon  me !  To  part  now,  from  those  who  remain  to 
enlighten,  instruct  and  interest  their  Brethren  through  the  medium  of 
these  reports,  and  whom  through  this  medium  I  have  learned  to  love, 
seems  like  breaking  a  golden  chain  whose  links  are  bright  with  the 
lustre  of  aflection,  and  whose  t>onds  are  only  those  of  pleasant  emotions. 
To  you,  my  Brother  reporters,  etich  and  collectively,  I  wish  to  say,  if 
anything  I  have  ever  written  has  caused  you  pain  or  diKpleasure,  I  pray 
yoQ  to  regard  it  as  an  error  of  the  head,  not  of  the  heart,  and  to  forgive 
me.     I  beg  to  assure  you  that  you  have,  and  shall  always  have,  a  pleas- 
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ant  place  in  my  memory ;  und  to  yoa,  each  and  collectively,  I  now 
regretfully  say — Adieu  I 

OBAMD  OFFICERS. 

M.  W.  Brother  Horatio  S.  Mason Grand  Master. 

E.  W.  Brother  John  D.  Hammond Grand  Sec'ry . 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 20 

NEW  BRUNSWICK,  1881. 

Grand  Lodge  met  in  Annual  Communication,  its  fourteenth,  April  26, 
A.  D.  1881. 

Present,  M.  W.  Robert  Marshall,  Grand  Master,  all  Grand  Officers  in 
station,  and  the  Representatives  of  twenty-three  (of  the  33)  constituent 
LodgesI  Business  confined  mainly  to  matters  of  local  interest  and  sig- 
nificance, the  principle  exception,  in  this  respect,  being  an  interesting 
report  on  the  application  of  the  Br.  John's  Grand  Lodge  of  Hungary 
for  recognition,  which  we  shall  notice  hereafter.  Grand  Master  Mar- 
shall  claims  the  renewal  of  our  respect  in  this  his  third  annual  address, 
which  is  in  all  respects  an  appropriate  one. 

He  alludes  to  the  *' ceaseless  flight'*  of  time,  and  in  this  connection 
enforces  the  lessons  ot  the  hour,  thus  : 

Young  as  is  our  Grand  Lodge,  I  see  in  it  to-day  active  Brethren,  to 
whom  tho  memory  of  those  who  were  leaders  in  the  Craft  when  I  entered 
it,  is  only  a  tradition.  We  have  almost  ceased  to  t\lk  about  those 
Brethren  who  were  the  active  members  some  thirty  years  ago.  It  shall 
be  with  ourselves,  as  with  them.  And  Brethren  will  come  here  and 
exchange  Fraternal  greetings  and  talk  ovur  tlieir  past,  and  anticipate 
their  future,  with  no  thought  of  us.  This  may  caune  us  feelings  of  sad- 
ness ;  but  nevertheless  it  is  our  duty  to  do  faithfully,  honestly,  and  with 
our  best  endeavors,  that  which  is  before  us.  Though  we  si>eak  no 
longer  in  commendation  of  the  virtues  of  those  who  have  passed  away, 
we  are  the  better  in  body  and  mind  for  what  was  good  in  them.  The 
good  of  all  ages  is  ours,  and  we  shall  best  discharge  the  debt  of  grati- 
tude we  owe  to  those  from  whom  we  have  received  these  treasures  by 
transmitting  them  bright  and  pure  to  those  who  shall  come  after  us. 
To  do  this  may  not  l>e  an  easy  task  ;  for  the  strict  performance  of  the 
simplest  duty  calls  many  times  for  sacrifices  of  our  personal  inclina- 
tions It  is  a  great  doctrine  of  our  society  that  the  whole  human  race 
is  to  be  regarded  as  one  family  ;  members  of  which,  without  reference 
to  rank  or  station  or  possession  or  location,  are  to  aid  and  protect  and 
assist  each  other.  It  is  ver>'  easy  to  repeat  the  formula  in  which  these 
things  are  taught.  Lot  him  who  will  rule,  himself  practice  the  teach- 
ing. His  interests,  his  personal  feeliugs,  his  prejudices,  may  all  have 
to  be  restrained  and  kept  uuder  subjt'ction.  Ho  may  have  to  bear  with 
misreprem'utatiou,  jealousy,  and  doubt.  He  may  have  to  contend  for 
many  things  which  he  knowH  to  be  right,  though  they  may  not  be 
approv«?d  of  by  others,  and  pursue  a  course  of  action  contrary  to  the 
prevailing  thoughts  and  feelings.     But,  if  he  put  his  hand  to  the  plow 
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be  most  not  look  back.  L9t  noDe  say  then  there  are  no  opportanities 
for  Masonic  work.  The  world  is  open  to  onr  labors.  Let  each  do  what 
be  can.  The  good  that  we  accomplish  will  live  after  ns,  though  we 
ourselves  be  forgotten  ;  though  our  deeds  be  unrecorded  and  un- 
known. 

His  sympatby  with  Nova  Scotia  in  her  bereavement  is  thus  attest- 
ed, viz: 

We  were  all  deeply  pained  to  hear  of  the  death  of  the  Most  Worship- 
fnl  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Liodge  of  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia. 
Within  a  comparatively  short  period  the  grim  intruder,  against  whose 
entrance  the  strictest  tyling  is  of  no  avail,  has  eutered  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Nova  Scotia,  and  with  imperious  summons  called  from  its  Grand  East 
the  presiding  officers.  The  M.  W.  Brother  Allen  Hill  Crowe  was  only 
in  his  47th  year.  He  had  long  been  one  of  the  most  active,  as  he  wiis 
one  of  the  besi  informed  Masons  in  America.  He  was  a  genial,  well- 
disposed  man,  of  kindly  manners,  with  a  warm  heart,  a  liberal  hand, 
and  deservedly  respected  by  the  whole  brotherhood  of  Nova  Scotia.  I 
think  he  must  have  been  greatly  liked  by  his  intimate  friends  for  his 
personal  qualities  alone.  In  this  city  he  had  many  acquainUiuces,  to 
whom  his  death  came  home  with  much  force.  It  seemed  to  me  proper, 
both  on  personal  grounds  and  out  of  respect  to  our  sister  jurisdiction, 
to  have  our  Grand  Lodge  represented  at  the  funen\l.  After  cousultiug 
with  several  of  our  members.  I  decided  to  attend  to  that  melancholy 
duty  myself,  and  with  onr  Kight  Worshipful  Grand  Secretary,  I  went 
to  Halifax,  and  participated  in  the  last  rites  over  all  that  was  mortal 
of  onr  dear  departed  Brother. 

He  speaks  encouragingly,  though  debt  and  taxation  interblend  their 
darkening  influences  in  the  hopeful  prospective,  of  the  "Masonic 
Temple*'  enterprise  of  which  we  have  heretofore  spoken ;  concluding 
thus: 

The  progress  that  we  have  made  since  the  matter  was  first  mooted,  is 
▼ery  great  indeed  ;  we  have  bought  and  paid  for  the  ground,  and  we 
bave  built  a  snbstautial  and  commodious  edifice  ;  not  furnished,  it  is 
tme  ;  bnt,  yet,  affording  us  accommodation  ;  leaving  a  considerable 
harden  of  debt,  though  not  beyond  our  means,  if  we  strive  hard  and 
lat>or  earnestly  together  for  its  ultimate  ownership. 

That  the  Graft  in  New  Brunswick  should  own  such  a  noble  building 
lis  this,  is  indeed  an  object  worthy  of  their  ambition,  and  one  for  which 
tbey  should  make  every  reasonable  sacrifice.     All  that  has  been  accom- 

Elisbed  so  far,  has  been  without  any  serious  burden  to  any  individual 
Irotber  :  no  one  can  feel  any  poorer  for  what  hu  has  given,  and  it  is 
greatly  to  be  regretted  that  out  of  all  the  Masons  in  this  jurisdiction, 
not  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  have,  as  yet,  contributed  to  iia 
erection.  Ail  honor  to  those,  and  may  their  numbers  rapidly  increase. 
But  tbe  Grand  Lodge  itself,  and  the  bodies  in  the  city,  have  loaded 
themselves  to  their  utmost,  and  they  are  so  deeply  involved,  and  the 
fame  and  tbe  credit  of  the  whole  Craft  so  deeply  concerned  in  it,  that 
we  must  not  relax  our  hold  of  the  plow  until  the  soil  is  thoroughly 
tilled.  We  bave  come  safely  through  our  worst  days.  Some  good  broth- 
ers may  depend ;  yet  in  San  Francisco,  in  New  York,  in  Boston,  our 
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Brethren  have  seeu  harder  times  than  we  have  seen,  and  they  are  nobly 
straggling  through  their  difficulties. 

We  reproduce,  with  special  commendation,  the  report  on  the  recog- 
nition of  *'St.  Johns,"  heretofore  alluded  to,  in  which  the  Committee 
say: 

They  have  had  before  them  two  commauications,  written  in  excellent 
Englibh,  from  the  Secretary  of  the  **St  John's  Grand  Lodge  of  Hungary." 
which  are  annexed  to  this  report,  marked  A  and  B,  asking  for  recogni- 
tion and  HU  exchange  ot  llepresentativcs.     There  are  not,  however,  any 
other  puperH  from  the  Qraud  Secretary  before  your  Committee,  dealing 
with  the  information,  history  or  statistics  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Hun- 
gary.    From  unofficial  sources  the  Committee  learn  that  there  are  two 
Grand  Bodies  in  Hungary,  both  working  harmoniously  together      One 
of  them,  the  Grand  Orient,  works  what  is  known  as  the  Ancient  Ac- 
cepted Scottish  Kite  and  controls  a  system  of  thirty-three  degrees  ;  the 
other  the  St.  John's  Grand  Lodge,  which  works  only  the  degrees  known 
to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Brunswick.     There  are  attached  to  the 
former  about  twenty-two  Lodges  ;  to  the  latter  about  twenty-five.     The 
St.  John's  Gmnd  Lodge  has  been  in  existence  over  ten  years,  and  is 
recognizeu  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  and  sevoral  European  Grand 
Lodges,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  the  regularity  of  its  formation 
or  the  legality  of  its  existence.    The  Committee  find,   however,  by  the 
proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  New  York,  sessions  1878 
and  1879,  that  the  Gmnd  Lodge  nf  Hungary  has  entered  into  Fraternal 
correspondence  with  the  illegitimate  organization  called  the  Prince  Hal 
Grand  Lodge  of  Maasachusetts,  and  an  organization  which  claims  Ma- 
sonic jurisdiction  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  in  defiance  of  the  lawful  authority 
of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  these  States,  with  which  we  are  in  Fraternal 
correspondence.    The  New  York  (Committee  on  Foreign  CorreHi>ondence 
in  their  rejwrt  in  lti79,  said  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Hungary  was  not 
recognized  by  any  Grand  Ltxlge  in  the  United  States  for  the  reason 
above  stated.     Your  Committee  feel  that  it  is  a  part  of  the  public  law  of 
Freemasonry  on   this  continent  that  but  one  Grand  Lodge  with  sole 
jurisdiction  should  exist  in  each  State,  Territory,  or  Province,  and  that 
such  a  principle  must,  in  the  general  interest,  be  rigidly  upheld.     It  is 
possible  that  when  the  (trand  Lodge  ot  Hungary  entered  into  Fraternal 
relations  with  these  illegitimate  organizations  it  was  not  aware  of  their 
character,  nor  of  theattitndo  in  which  they  stood  to  regular  Freemason- 
ry, V)ut  so  long  as  their  relations  continue,  an  intimate  connection  with 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Hungary  would  be  to  place  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
New  Brunbwick  in  a  very  unfortunate  position  towards  her  sister  Grand 
Lodges  in  America,  and  would  certainly  weaken  her  very  much  in  any 
ap|H'ul  to  them  to  susluin  her  authority  in  case  her  jurisdiction  were 
invaded.     They  hope  that  on  a  review  of  the  situation  the  St.  John's 
Gmnd  Lodge  of  Hungary  will  see  its  way  clear  to  take  such  steps  as 
shall  secure  for  her  recognition  from  all  the  regular  Grand  Lodges  in 
America. 

O  It  AND  OFFICEliS. 

M.  W.  Brother  Benjamin  R.  Stevenson Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Brother  William  F.  Bunting  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Total  of  chartered  Lodges 33 
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NEW  HAMPSHIRE,    1881. 

This  Grand  Lodge  held  a  semi-annnal  Commnnicatioii  in  the  City  of 
Manchester,  December  2dth,  A.  D.  1880,  and  BabBecjuently  convened  its 
Annual  meeting  on  the  18th  of  May,  A.  D.  1881,  in  the  City  of  Concord. 
Present,  and  presiding  at  both  commnnications,  M.  W.  Andrew  Barton 
Grand  Master,  a  qaorum  of  Lodges  represented  at  each— at  the  annual 
fifty-nine  (of  7C)  chartered  Lodges  were  represented.  The  semi-annoal 
was  held  *'for  exemplification  of  the  work,"  to  which  duty  its  labors 
were  strictly  confined. 

At  the  annnal  we  ^Qd  the  nsnal  Grand  Lodge  rontine  of  reports  and 
legislation,  marked  in  this  case,  as  heretofore  in  this  old  (the  one  now 
nnder  review  was  its  92  annnal)  and  intelligent  Body,  with  all  reqaisite 
concomitants  of  pmdencc,  judgment  and  thoroughness. 

The  Grand  Master  s  address  is  u  well  arranged  and  brief  message,  in 
which  he  reports  that  *'the  Lodges  generally  are  in  a  satisfactory  and 
prosperous  condition,"  and  also  takes  occasion  to  commend  the  District 
Deputy  Grand  Masters  and  Grand  Lecturers  "for  the  faithful  manner 
in  which  they  have  performed  their  duties." 

He  had  refused  to  grant  dispensations  to  confer  the  degrees  "out  of 
time  "  in  several  instances,  but  did,  for  cause,  issue  two  such  warrants. 

He  treats,  in  this  address,  of  two  subjects  of  general  interest,  and  we 
copy  what  he  says  of  them 

ITINEBANT  MASONS. 

My  attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact  that  one  Robert  S.  Eadie, 
claiming  to  be  a  member  of  Ancient  No  30  Sterling  Lodge,  Scotland, 
has  been  travelling  about  the  State,  ostensibly  in  search  of  employment^ 
but  really  soliciting  Masonic  charity.  He  has  obtained  recommenda- 
tions from  the  Secretaries  of  two  different  Lodges  in  this  jurisdiction 
under  the  seal  of  their  respective  Lodges,  copies  of  which  have  been 
sent  me,  certifying  that  he  is  a  Master  Mason  and  commending  him  to 
the  favorable  consideration  of  the  Fraternity.  These  he  has  presented 
on  several  occasions.  I  have  informed  the  Secretaries  who  issued  these 
certificates  that  in  my  opinion  it  wt\s  improper  and  without  authority. 
I  respectfully  recommend  that  the  Grand  Lodge  take  such  action  in  the 
premises  as  may  be  deemed  proper,  to  the  end  that  such  unauthorized 
official  indorsement  may  hereafter  be  avoided. 

EOTPTIAN  RITE. 

Information  having  been  received  by  me  that  application  had  been 
made  to  the  Lodges  in  Portsmouth  for  the  use  of  Masonic  Hall  for  con- 
ferring the  degrees  of  the  Egyptian  Rite,  so-called,  I  wrote  the  District 
Deputy  Grand  Master,  calling  his  attention  to  the  standing  rule  of  this 
Grand  Lodfs^e  which  prohibits  the  conferring  in  any  room  or  rooms 
dedicated  to  Freemasonry  of  any  degrees  not  recognized  by  the  regularly 
constituted  Masonic  bodies  in  New  Hampshire.  While  the  Grand  Mas- 
16 
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ter  claims  no  anthoiity  over  this  rite,  and  in  no  way  officially  can  recog- 
nize the  exibtence,  or  control  the  management  of  the  organization,  I 
deem  it  not  only  his  right,  bat  dnty,  to  warn  the  Craft  against  any 
entanglement  with  it  or  any  so-called  rite  not  recognized  by  this 
Grand  Body. 

The  Committee  on  Jnrisprndence  presented  several  able  reports. 
They  are  emphatically  law  reports,  and  some  of  them,  thoagh  nndoubt- 
cdly  interesting  expositions  of  the  subjects  treated  of  (the  power  of 
Lodge  associations  to  control  property  and  to  enforce  collections  of  does, 
etc.,  without  formal  incorporation),  are  quite  too  much  tinctured  with 
the  lawyer  method  of  piling  precedent  upon  precedent,  decision  on 
decision,  to  suit  oar  simple  Masonic  tastes.  As  things  now  tend  in  that 
department  of  Grand  Lodge  work,  we  will  soon  be  compelled  to  add  a 
law  library  to  each  jurisdiction,  as  a  necessary  working  tool  of  our  pro- 
fession—or at  least  as  requisite  to  the  exemplification  of  our  work  in  its 
relations  to  society  and  government.  And  this  reminds  ns  that  the 
fraternity  is  becoming  less  and  less  peculiar  as  it  advances  in  numbers 
and  general  acceptance,  and  thus  it  is  in  obdeb  to  ask,  cut  ftono  ?  are 
not  these  law  accomplishments,  and  requirements,  signs  of  deteriora- 
tion in  the  whilom,  special  characteristics  and  privileges  of  Masonry 
This  Committee  discusses  elaborately  the  question  of  Lodge  incorpora- 
tion, quoting  more  than  a  dozen  legal  decisions,  some  of  tbv^m  quite 
lengthy,  to  illustrate  the  following  remarks  and  resolution,  presented 
by  the  Committee  and  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge: 

The  recommendation  of  the  Grand  Master  in  relation  to  the  incorpor- 
ation of  Lodges,  is  not  new  in  this  jurisdiction  or  elsewhere.  As  early 
as  1825,  fifty-six  years  ago.  Grand  Master  Dana,  in  his  address,  set  forth 
bis  views  at  length  ;  but  we  can  not  find  that  they  were  ever  adopted  by 
the  Grand  Lodge. 

The  practical  question  is  one  of  expediency,  and  that  depending 
mainly  upon  the  local  municipal  law.  Though  we  regard  the  clatter 
on  the  subject  as  **  much  ado  about  nothing,"  it  is  time  that  the  question 
should  be  set  at  rest  so  that  we  shall  have  no  more  trouble  with  it  in 
this  jurisdiction. 

The  Grand  Master  suggests,  and,  as  we  understind  it,  recommends, 
that  as  respects  property  purposes,  trustees  be  substituted  lor  incorpor- 
ated Lodges  ;  but  whether  he  means  that  the  trustees  should  be  incor- 
porated, as  in  some  jurisdictions,  or  otherwise,  we  are  not  advised. 

We  are  unable  to  concur  in  the  views  of  the  Grand  Master.  We  fail 
to  see  that  either  the  incorporation  of  Lodges  or  trustees,  or  trustees 
without  incorporation,  are  for  the  benefit  of  Freemasonry,  in  this 
iurisdiction. 

In  some  of  its  phages,  this  question  has  for  years  been  discussed  by 
Grand  Masters,  (trand  Lodges,  Committees  on  Foreign  Corr»'Ki>ondenoe, 
and  other  Committees.  It  is  said  that  property  can  not  l)e  taken  or 
held  by  Lodges,  or  for  their  benefit,  without  an  act  of  incorporation. 
This  is  not  so  here. 

Resolved,  That  all  unincorporated  Lodges  are  prohibited  from  obtain- 
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ing  charters  or  assaming  corporate  powers  ander  the  General  Laws, 
and  that  the  warrants  of  all  incorporated  Lodges  be  revoked  if  they 
&il  to  sarrender  their  charters  or  corporate  authority  within  one 
year  from  the  time  when  they  are  notified  so  to  do  by  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

A  special  report  on  correspondence  recommended  the  recognition  of 
the 

UNITED  OBAND  liODOE  0¥  COLON  AND  THE  ISLAND  OF  CUBA, 

and  the  resolation  of  welcome  and  recognition  accompanying  it  was 
adopted. 
The  general 

BEPOBT  ON   COBRESPONDENCE, 

is  by  Brother  A.  S.  Wait,  for  the  Committee,  and  includes  all  American 
Grand  Lodges.     The  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  for 
1879,  are  appropriately  thoagh  briefly  noticed. 
In  noticing  Grand  Master  Armstrong's  address  of  that  year,  he  says : 

He  bad  also  held,  in  obedience  to  a  special  provision  of  their  grand 
Constitution,  that  on  the  reversal  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  a  sentence  of 
expulsion  by  a  particular  Lodge,  the  Brother  becomes  a  non-affiliated 
Mason.  But  in  his  remarks  upon  the  subject,  he  declares  that  he  thinks 
it  a  singular  provision  of  their  organic  law,  '*nnd  one  that  should  be 
revised  and  amended."  And,  as  we  have  more  than  once  intimated,  we 
fully  agree  with  him  in  this  opinion.  A  similar  provision  of  our  own 
grand  constitution  has  been  abrogated 

Brother  Wait  after  giving  proper  attention  to  the  proceedings  of  each 
Grand  Lodge,  as  they  presented  (in  alphabetical  order)  their  specimens 
of  work  for  inspection,  gives  in  his  ** conclusion"  an  argument  on 
"the  American  Doctrine  of  Grand  Lodge  Jurisdiction,"  in  which  he 
does  not  see  it  exactly  as  others  see  it. 

He  traces  the  doctrine  very  properly,  and  by  an  interesting  narrative 
of  the  events  leading  to  it,  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  1783- 
1797,  and  he  is  disposed,  in  a  measure,  to  favor  the  doctrine,  yet  fails, 
in  his  advocacy,  we  think,  to  get  beyond  the  confines  of  that  "debata- 
ble land,"  its  contiguous  territory,  concurrent  jurisdiction — we  would 
gladly  give  Brother  W.  a  full  hearing  on  this  subject,  but  cannot  spare 
the  room  just  now. 

We  quote  some  of  his  remarks  as  to  the  evils  attributable  to  this  "doc- 
trine "  which  wo  think  are  most  decidedly  mm  sequiturs ;  for  as  we  view 
it  the  • 'doctrine"  is  not  the  ffuilty  party  but  is  suflferiug  from  imputed 
transgressions,  in  having  the  evils  of  &)ncurrent  jurisdiction  illogicAlly 
attributed  to  it  Your  "  Pandora's  box  "  was  not  opened  by  us,  Bro. 
W.,  on  the  contrary  our  doctrine  shuts  the  box  and  locks  it  fast. 

Here  is  what  Bro.  W.  says  however,  in  his  semi-approval  of  this 
"AxBftiCAM  doctrine  :" 
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It  ifi  Dot  claimed  for  this  doctrine,  so  far  as  we  have  beard,  that  it  is  a 
law  of  Masonry,  belonging  to  its  fundamental  or  essential  principles,  or 
that  it  obtains  elsewhere  than  on  the  American  continent ;  and  it  is 
qoite  certain  that  the  doctrine,  with  these  amplifications,  is  repudiated 
among  Grand  Lodges  and  Masons  of  the  Old  World. 

If  we  are  to  judge  of  this  doctrine,  thus  interpreted,  by  its  fmitfi,  we 
have  little  hesitation  in  believing  that  it  possesses  small  title  to  general 
&yor.  It  has,  so  far  as  we  have  observed,  proved  a  Pandora's  box,  out 
of  which  have  sprung  nothing  but  discord  and  confusion.  We  have  as 
its  outgrowth  those  unseemly  contentions  which  at  the  present  time 
disfigure  our  Institution  in  this  country,  and  can  scarcely  fail  to  make 
it  a  by-word  and  a  laughing  stock  among  the  brethren  elsewhere,  while 
producing  actual  estrangement  between  the  Masons  of  this  country  and 
Europe. 

As  we  have  said  before,  we  repeat  that  we  do  not  question  the  sound- 
ness of  the  doctrine  that  no  new  Lodge  can  be  formed  in  a  State  or  Ter- 
ritory where  a  Grand  Lodge  exists,  except  by  authority  of  the  latter.  It 
is,  however,  universally  conceded  that  territory  where  no  Grand  Lodge 
exists  is  common  ground,  and  that  any  and  all  Grand  Lodges  may 
charter  subordinates  therein.  We  do  not  question  that  a  majority  of 
the  Lodges  in  such  a  territory,  being  not  less  than  three,  may  unite  and 
form  a  Grand  Lodge .  But  it  by  no  means  follows  logically,  nor  is  it 
supposed  by  either  reason  or  ancient  Masonic  usage,  that  the  action  of 
such  majority  of  Lodges  should  bind  other  Lodges  who  do  not  unite  in 
or  assent  to  their  action.  It  is  by  no  means  diflicult  to  conceive  ot  cir- 
cumstances, although  they  may  not  often  occur,  where  it  would  be  en- 
tirely proper  for  a  minority  of  Lodges  to  refuse  their  assent  to  the  for- 
mation of  a  Grand  Lodge  by  an  acting  majority  of  the  co-ordinate 
bodies.  The  majority,  in  Masonry  as  well  as  other  human  afiairs,  may 
judge  unwisely,  or  they  may  ignore  or  trample  upon  the  rights  of  the 
minority.  The  only  principle  which  can  restrain  the  majority  or  pro- 
tect the  rights  of  the  minority,  is  the  power  of  the  latter  to  refuse  to  be 
bound  by  a  movement  in  which  they  do  not  sympathize. 

OBAND  OFFICEBS. 

M.  W.  Brother  Frank  A.  McKean Grand  Master. 

E.  W.  Brother  Gkorge  P.  Cleaves  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Total  of  Chartered  Lodges 76 

NEW  JERSEY,  1881. 

M.  W.  Hamilton  Wallis  presiding,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Jersey 
met  in  Annual  Communication,  its  ninety-fourth,  at  Tbemton,  January 
9th,  A.  D.  1881. 

Present,  besides  the  Grand  Master  and  his  Grand  colleagues,  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  142  (of  148)  constituent  Lodges.  We  note  also  a  long 
list  of  Grand  Representatives  present,  but  no  one  appeared  for  Ala- 
bama. 

It  is  usual  in  this  Grand  Lodge  to  supplement  the  Masonic  ceremon- 
ial of  opening  in  ample  form,  by  singing  an  appropriate  ode,  which 
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was  done,  in  this  instance  to  the  air  of  Old  Hundred,  after  wbioh 
prayer  is  offered  by  the  E.  W.  Grand  Chaplain  and  then  the  business  of 
the  seasion  begins. 

▲  good  ode,  well  rendered  in  appropriate  music,  is  doubtless  nn  excel- 
lent adjunct  to  such  an  occasion  of  annual  meeting  and  commingling. 
We  can,  as  we  scan  the  measure  of  this  ode,  almost  hear  the  swelling 
anthem  as  it  rolls  its  refrain  of  sweet-voiced  thanksgiving  and  suppli- 
cation, through  the  groat  hall  dedicated  to  God  and  consecrated  to 
Chabitt.  The  proceedings  before  us,  besides  recounting  in  consecu- 
tive order  and  approved  method  the  work  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  give 
token  of  the  high  esteem  of  the  jurisdiction  for  their  worthy  P.  G.  M. 
William  Silas  Whitehead,  in  a  frontispiece  adorned  with  his  likeness — 
a  well  executed  and  acceptable  picture  it  is. 

Gland  Master  Wallis*  address  is  full  and  interesting.  He  discusses 
many  questions  of  purely  local  signification,  at  least  as  far  as  the  condi- 
tions of  their  presentation  are  concerned,  though  many  of  them,  under 
other  aspects,  would  be  considered  general  in  their  bearings,  such  as 
*•  Territorial  Jurisdiction  of  Lodges,"  '*  Work  and  Ritual,"  ♦^Finance," 
etc. 

He  worthily  commemorates  the  name  and  fame  of  a  real  veteran, 
in  the  following : 

OBITUARY. 

M.  W.  Daniel  B.  Brnen,  whose  venerable  form  was  always  seen  among 
us  until  his  declining  strength  prevented,  passed  from  this  to  that  other 
and  better  world  on  the  third  day  of  March.  He  was  bom  at  Newark 
in  the  year  1795,  in  which  city,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  years,  his 
whole  life  was  spent.  His  Masonic  history  commences  in  the  year  1817, 
when  he  was  <' raised"  in  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  1  (then  No.  2).  He 
was  appointed  Junior  Deacon  of  that  Lodge  in  1819,  but  shortly  after- 
ward dimitted  therefrom  to  become  one  of  the  charter  members  of  New- 
ark Lodge,  No.  7  (then  No.  55), with  which  Lodge  he  continued  to  be  con- 
nected until  his  death.  In  1828  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  Masters 
of  Geremonies  in  that  Lodge,  and  in  1831  was  elected  Senior  Warden. 
Upon  the  death  of  W.  Bro.  George  W.  Campbell,  he  succeeded  to  the 
East  of  the  Lodge.  His  first  appearance  in  this  Grand  Lodge  was  in 
1836,  when  he  was  appointed  to  temporarily  fill  the  Grand  South.  In 
the  following  year  be  was  elected  Senior  Grand  Warden,  serving  two 
years  in  that  station,  when,  in  1839,  he  was  elected  Deputy  Grand  Master, 
and  after  a  like  term  of  service  in  that  station,  he  was,  in  November, 
1841,  elected  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  this  jurisdiction,  in  which 
station  he  faithfully  and  loyally  served  the  Craft  for  three  successive 
years. 

When  we  remember  what  it  cost  to  be  a  Mason  at  that  time  ;  that  a 
member  of  the  Craft  forfeited  the  good  opinion  of  a  vast  majority  of  the 
community  in  which  he  lived  ;  that  he  suffered  in  his  good  name  and' 
in  his  business ;  that  with  very  many  the  name.  Mason,  was  one  of 
reproach  and  contempt — we  can  understand  the  bravery  and  faithful- 
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11688  of  our  venerable  and  venerated  Brother,  who,  when  almost  all  were 
faithless,  dared  to  brave  contumely  and  reproach  for  the  sake  of  what  he 
believed  to  be  right,  and  for  principle'n  sake,  to  stand  at  the  head  of  an 
institution  then  so  thoroughly  unpopular.  What  an  example  to  us  of 
faithfulness  to  our  vows  and  loyalty  to  our  Ancient  Craft !  He  has  left 
the  Grand  Lodge  he  served  so  long  and  so  faithfully,  and  has,  long  ere 
this,  been  greeted  by  the  Great  Grand  Master  who  presides  over  the 
Grand  Lodge  above—**  Well  done,  thou  good  and  faithful  servant  *  *  *  * 
enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord."  May  his  memory  and  example 
long  be  green  among  us. 

Under  the  head  of  "  Foreign  Rebitions"  he  refers  appropriately  and 
approvingly  to  the  settlement  of  the  difficulties  in  Cuba  and  to  the 
renewal  of  amicable  relations  between  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Scotland 
and  Quebec.  He  speaks  too  of  the  New  York-Connecticut  dispute,  and 
its  results,  saying  in  reference  to  the  then  condition  of  that  misunder- 
standing : 

This  is  a  grave  misfortune  and  should  not  be  allowed  to  continue  if 
a  settlement  can  in  any  way  be  efifected.  From  the  little  I  know  of  the 
cause  of  the  difiference,  I  am  led  to  believe  that  it  is  not  insurmount- 
able, but  that  a  calm  consideration  of  the  question  at  issue  by  some 
disinterested  body  would  probably  result  in  the  restoration  of  fraternal 
relations  between  them.  A  blessing  is  promised  to  the  peace-maker, 
and  I  would  suggest  that  this  Grand  Lodge  ofifer  itself  as  a  mediator 
between  our  Brethren  of  New  York  and  Connecticut.  I  nm  satisfied 
that  such  an  offer,  even  if  it  is  not  accepted,  would  be  recei?ed  by  both, 
of  them  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  was  made,  and  we  might  be  fortunate 
enough  to  restore  peace  and  fraternal  intercourse  between  them. 

A  suggestion  was  made  to  me  early  in  the  Summer,  looking  to  the 
formation  of  a  tribunal  of  arbitration  by  the  Grand  Lodges  of  this  con- 
tinent, to  which  all  such  disputes  and  misunderstandings  might  be 
referred  by  mutual  consent.  I  am  satisfied  that  if  such  a  scheme  is 
possible  it  would  certainly  be  salutary.  It  is  very  evident  that  if  some 
such  tribunal  could  be  created  which  would  command  the  confidence 
and  respect  of  the  Brethren,  many  misunderstandings  might  be  nipped 
in  the  bud,  and  much  ill-feeling*prevented  by  a  speedy  determination 
of  all  disputed  questions. 

Jn  reference  to  this  suggestion,  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  and 
Charity  made  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted  by  the  Grand 
Lodge : 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  and  Charity,  having  considered  the 
question  of  mediation  between  the  Grand  Lodges  of  New  York  and 
Connecticut,  would  report  thiit,  in  their  judgment,  it  would  t>e  inex- 
pedient for  this  Grand  Lodge  to  take  any  action  in  the  premises  until 
invited  by  those  Grand  Lodges  so  to  do. 

Of  the  few  decisions  presented  by  the  Grand  Master  one  only  is  of 
general  application,  viz: 

2.  A  person  blind  in  one  eye,  when  the  organ  is  in  other  respects 
substantially  perfect,  may  be  made  a  Mason. 
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To  this  the  Committtee  on  Jarispradence  and  Oharity  objected,  say- 
ing: 

The  committee  dissent  from  decision  No.  2,  for  the  reason  that  a 
person  blind  in  one  eye  cannot  literally  comply  with  the  requirements 
of  the  Ritoal,  and  therefore  recommend  that  it  be  not  approved. 

Bat  their  objection  was  not  sustained,  the  Grand  Lodge,  by  vote, 

concurring  with  Qrand  Master  in  his  ruling,  as  we  do. 

Tne  following  paragraph  disposes,  satisfactorily,  of  that  turbulent 

excrescence,  (who  last  year  disturbed  the  harmony  of  three  jurisdic- 
tions), one 

CALVIN   C.    BUBT. 

After  the  abortive  attempt  of  last  year  to  proceed  with  the  charges 
pending  in  this  Grand  Lodge  against  the  above-named  individnal,  I 
leamud  that  be  had  been  expelled  from  Masonry  in  the  State  of  Mich- 
igan. As  he  was  then  residing  there,  and  amenable  to  charges  in  that 
State,  there  is  nothing  left  for  us  to  do  in  the  matter.  It  is  a  cause  of 
regret  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Jersey  has  been  unable  to  emphat- 
ically record  its  opinion  of  this  man. 

The  Grand  Master  presents  concisely  and  pertinently  the  obligations 
and  honor  attaching  to — 

THE  BALLOT. 

The  Masonic  ballot  is  a  subject  that  may  be  appropriately  brought  to 
our  attention  at  this  time,  that  we  may  consider  calmly  its  nature  and 
the  duty  imposed  upon  us  who  exercise  the  privilege.  Too  often  it  is 
made  the  vehicle  of  personal  resentment,  pique,  or  malice,  and  some- 
times, I  fear,  it  is  used,  or  rather  abused,  to  gratify  personal  ambition. 
An  honorable  man  intrusted  with  an  irresponsible  power,  the  manner 
of  nsing  which  cannot  be  questioned,  or  even  inquired  into,  will  exer- 
cise it  with  the  greatest  care,  and  conscientiously  strive  that  in  using  it 
be  shall  be  guided  only  by  what  he  believes  will  best  promote  the  in- 
terest of  thoee  who  have  intrusted  it  into  his  hands.  He  will  hesitate 
long  before  using  it  in  any  way  that  will  benefit  himself,  and  will  scorn 
to  be  guilty  of  the  slightest  breach  of  the  trust  imposed  in  him.  The 
Masonic  ballot  is  such  a  power.  It  stands  at  the  threshold  of  Masonry, 
its  only  protection  against  the  introduction  of  elements  of  confusion 
and  decay.  Properly  used,  it  is  a  most  effectual  protection ;  abused,  it 
becomes  the  most  potent  weapon  of  wrong  and  oppression.  It  is  left 
solely  to  the  conscience  of  each  of  us,  whether  the  trust  thus  commit- 
ted to  our  hands  shall  be  used  for  the  welfare  or  the  injury  of  the  Craft; 
for  no  one  can  qnestion  the  use  we  make  of  it.  Let  us,  then,  my 
Brethren,  rise  to  a  full  appreciation  of  the  siicredness  of  the  trust  thus 
committed  to  as,  and  resolve  that  in  our  hands  it  shall  never  be  abased; 
let  us,  each  one,  demonstrate  by  the  manner  we  exercise  this  privilege 
that  no  mistake  has  been  made  in  intrusting  the  well-being  of  the  Fra- 
ternity to  our  honor  and  sense  of  right.  I  am  satisfied  that  when  we 
folly  anderstand  the  character  of  this  reliance  upon  our  honor  as  men 
and  Masons,  no  complaint  will  be  heard  of  an  abuse  of  this  privilege. 
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When,  however,  the  ballot  is  apon  an  application  for  affiliation,  we 
have  a  right  to  expreRS  oar  personal  feelings,  becanse  in  that  we  are 
only  guarding  the  peace  and  harmony  of  oar  Lodges;  but  upon  an  ap- 
plication for  initiation,  we  are  deciding  solely  upon  the  fitness  of  the 
candidate  to  be  received  into  the  Fraternity. 

We  find  in  the  minutes  the  following  complimentary  reference  to  the 
efficient  services  of  the  retiring  Grand  Master,  viz: 

Beaolved,  That  this  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  hereby  places  on  record  its 
appreciation  of  the  fidelity,  dignity,  courtesy  and  ability  with  which 
Most  Worshipful  Hamilton  Wallis  has,  for  two  successive  terms,  dis- 
charged the  honorable  and  responsible  duties  of  Grand  Muster  of  Ma- 
sons in  New  Jersey. 

Uesdv^U  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  and  present  to 
M.  W.  Brother  Wallis  the  Jewel  of  a  Past  Grand  Master. 

And  we  are  quite  sure  that  such  approval  was  well  merited. 

The  session,  which  extended  through  two  days,  was  occupied  mainly 
in  work  pertaining  to  local  matters,  in  the  transaction  of  which  busi- 
ness there  appears  to  have  been  no  lack  of  diligence  or  judgment 

The  general 

REPOBT  OK   CORBESPONDENCE 

is  a  full  and  creditable  review  of  the  proceedings  of  50  American  Grand 
Lodges,  including  Alabama;  (our  work  for  1879  being  considered  in  it) 
and  also  gives  a  hasty  glance  at  conditions  existing  in  England,  Scot- 
land and  Ireland. 

It  is  from  the  competent  pen  of  Bro.  James  A.  Norton,  who  has  for 
several  years  filled  the  position  of  correspondent,  and  with  approved 
taste  and  discrimination,  done  the  needful  for  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New 
Jersey  in  that  department  of  her  work  and  presentment 

We  have  no  reason  to  complain  of  his  references  to  our  Alabama  do- 
ings, tho*  we  would  have  liked  them  better,  probably,  had  they  been 
more  extended.  He  has,  however,  we  observe,  reserved  bin  fullness  of 
remarks,  which  he  could  not  in  the  nature  of  the  case  apply  to  all,  for 
those  jurisdictions  where  controversial  topics  have  originated  and  where 
it  seemed  re<iuisite  to  amplify  statement  and  except  in  order  to  do  full 
justice  to  the  subjects  treated  of  or  involved  in  the  aforesaid  disputes. 
He  has  presented  fairly  and  at  some  length  the  controversies  pending 
between  New  York  and  Connecticut,  Missouri  and  New  Mexico;  and 
also  given  Bro.  Drummond  of  Maine  and  Bro.  Drinkard  of  Virginia  a 
fair  showing  towards  the  elucidation  of  the  problems  of  masonic  usage, 
ect.,  which  neither  can  solve  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  other.  Can  an 
E.  A.  Lodge  (is  there  such  a  thiug  ?)  be  opened  except  after  the  open- 
ing, and  by  ordur,  of  a  M.  M.'s  Lodge?  is  the  question  recently  debated 
by  these  two  able  pensmen.    Bro.  D.,  of  Virginia,  affirms  the  opening 
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of  the  Master's  Lodge  and  its  authorization  as  a  pre-reqnisite,  while 
Bro.  D.,  of  Maine,  contends  that  the  E.  A.  can  be  first  opened,  &o. ;  as 
we  understand  the  position  of  the  two  contestants.  The  assent  or  con- 
sent of  the  M.  M.  Lodge  is  essential  tu  the  validity  of  the  work,  and  it 
is  nardly  a  practical  question  as  to  when  the  requisite  authority  is  given. 
Our  practice  (local)  is  to  open  up  to  the  M.  M.  and  dose  down  through 
the  E.  A.,  and  thus  the  last  becomes  first  and  the  first  is  last 

Bro.  Norton  in  his  * 'conclusion"  refers  specially  to  jurisdictional 
controversies  and  closes  it  with  this  significant  remark,  viz  : 

This  Scotland-Quebec  controversy  has  brought  very  prominently  into 
view— and  discussion,  also — the  American  doctrine  of  Grand  Lodge 
jurisdiction;  adhered  to,  theoretically,  by  every  American  Grand  Lodge, 
so  far  as  we  know,  but  disregarded  in  practice  by  some,  where  cases 
have  arisen  requiring  a  relinquishment  of  authority  over  Lodges  of 
their  creation,  except  at  the  request  or  with  the  consent  of  such  Lodges. 
The  course  pursued  in  some  jurisdictions  relative  to  this  matter  proves 
that  there  exists  within  the  bosom  of  the  Fraternity  too  much  of  the 
profane  leaven  of  selfishness.  The  latter,  we  think,  has  been  strongly 
exhibited  in  some  quarters . 

OBAND  OFFICEBS. 

Bi.  W.  Brother  Joseph  W.  Martin Grand  Master. 

B..  W.  Brother  Joseph  H.  Hough  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Total  of  Chartered  Lodges 148 

NEW  MEXICO,  1881. 

Grand  Lodge  met  in  Annual  Communication  (its  3d  annual)  in  the 
Crrr  of  Las  Yeoas,  January  17th,  A.  D.  1881. 

Present  M.  W.  William  L.  Rynerson,  Grand  Master,  (three  Grand 
Officers  absent)  with  the  Representatives  of  four  chartered  Lodges. 

Among  the  Grand  Representatives  recorded  as  in  attendance  we  note 
Bro.  David  J.  Miller  as  officiating  for  Alabama.  The  formal  reception 
of  Grand  Representatives  with  the  Grand  honors  is  noted  as  one  of  the 
ceremonials  preceding  the  delivery  of  the  Grand  Master's  address, 
which,  by  the  way,  is  a  message  of  decided  merit  as  well  as  of  ample 
proportions. 

He  reports  *'  the  condition  of  masonry  in  this  jurisdiction  as  good,*' 
announces  dispensations  issued  for  two  new  Lodges  (one  of  them  in  the 
Territory  of  Arizona)  and  after  speaking  regretfully  of  the  difficulties 
experienced  in  controlling  (enrolling)  non-affiliates,  proceeds  to  re- 
hearse, with  clearness  and  force,  the  conditions  and  principles  involved 
therein,  of  the  controversy  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri,  as  re- 
gards  Silver  City  Lodge,  claimed  by  both  jurisdictions.  We  regret  ex- 
ceedingly that  this  oontroversy  is  still  pending,  and,  like  all  conten- 
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tions,  IB  increasiQg  in  seriousness,  in  proportion  to  ite  lenf^th  of  con- 
tinoance.  As  an  original  proposition  oar  sympathies  weie  heartily  en* 
listed  in  behalf  of  New  Mexico  and,  as  heretofore  expressed,  we  cor- 
dially approved  her  |>08ition  in  the  controversy  as  to  the  principles 
originally  annonuced,  as  well  as  the  reasonings  used  to  sustain 
them. 

It  is,  however,  one  thing  to  be  right  in  principle,  quite  a  diflferent  and 
more  difficult  one  to  carry  out  those  principles  to  their  ultimate  of 
action,  and  still  preserve  the  juste  milieu  between  moderation  and  excess. 
In  this  case  New  Mkxico  has  nupplemented  her  correct  reasoning,  by 
what,  it  seems  to  us,  is  an  extreme  retaliatory  course,  in  proclaiming 
non-intercourse  with  Missouri  because  of  her  failure  to  promptly  accord 
to  the  former  the  rights  claimed. 

We  admit  the  rights  of  New  Mexico  and  acknowledge  that  she  has 
been  wronged  by  Missouri,  but  is  a  declaration  of  war,  in  Masonry 
non-iutercouise  is  such  a  resort,  the  only  or  proper  remedy  for  frater- 
nal  disagreements?  We  trow  not,  and  we  look  upon  this  final  step  of 
the  Brethren  of  New  Mexico  as  the  beginning  of  error  in  their  treat- 
ment of  the  controversy.  By  this  step  she  has  descended  from  her 
noble  vantage  ground  of  principle,  boldly  and  ably  proclaimed,  and 
trailed  her  pure  garments  in  the  mire  of  retaliation.  War  has  no  tro- 
phies that  the  Mason  loves,  nor  are  the  conquests  of  force  at  all  com- 
parable, in  his  estimation,  to  the  acquisitions  obtained  through  the  per- 
suasive eloquence  of  justice  aided  by  charity.  We  quote  from  the 
Grand  MaKter's  address,  his  closing  remarks  on  this  grave  controversy, 
premising  that  tht*se  opinion*;  preceded,  and  probably  conduced  to.  the 
harsh  non-intercourse  action  alluded  to  above.  The  Grand  Master 
says : 

Brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  you  have  made  a  demand  upon  our 
Bister,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  MiKsouri,  for  moneys  wrongfully  collected 
by  her  invaKion  of  this  jurisdiction.  You  have  fraternally  remonstrated 
against  her  iuvasiou  of  your  jurisdiction  in  collecting  dues  from  and 
maintaining  her  authority  over  Silver  City  Lodge,  and  in  reply  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri  tells  you  she  refuses  your  demand,  and  that 
Bhe  will  continue  to  maintain  her  authority  over  snid  Silver  City  Lodge 
within  your  jnriHdiction,  and  has  continued  to  collect  dues  and  exercise 
authority  thereiu. 

This  invrtbion  of  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Grand  Lodge  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  MiKAouri,  as  has  been  detailed  to  you,  can  have  no  excuse  and 
requires  prompt  action  on  your  part.  Yon  should  stand  firm  in  the 
position  you  have  taken.  The  previous  action  of  this  Gmnd  Lodge 
upon  this  iiUi'stioii  has  placed  her  iii>ou  the  true  ground.  New  Mexico 
is  right,  and  the  American  Grand  L')d(^'os  sustain  her.  Heretofore  we 
had  hoped  that  our  Mother  Grand  Loilge,  for  which  wo  hjive  always  felt 
and  manifested  an  abiding  affection  and  profound  respect,  would  accord 
to  us  in  due  time  our  just  rights.     Our  hopes  have  been  dashed  to  earth. 
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The  Grand  Lodge  of  Missoari,  while  ehe  has  been  fionndering  in  the 

mirefl  of  inconsistency  in  regard  to  the  "difierencsH  "  between  the  two 

Grand  Bodies,  has  taken  her  stand  against  this  Grand  Lod^e  on  the 

question  of  her  sovereignty.     So  your  honor  and  dignity,  your  saprom- 

acy,  in  fact  your  very  existence  as  a  sovereign  body,   all   reqaire   that 

yoQ  should  take  such  action  as  shall  vindicate  the  dignity  and  honor  of 

this  Grand  Lodge.     The  great  body  of  American  Grand  Lodges  expect 

this  mnch  of  you,  and  will  not  be  satisfied  with  any  temporizing  upon 

this  question.     While  unpleasant  consequences  may  follow  the  action 

forced  upon  yon,  which  we  would  gladly  have  averted,   remember  that 

the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri  is  alone  responsible  for  such  unfortunate 

results.     I  can  not  see  how  this  Grand  Lodge  can  longer  hold  fraternal 

intercourse  with  a  Grand  Body  which  deliberately  and  after  considenw 

tion  strikes  at  her  existence  as  a  Sovereign  Grand  Lodge. 

The  proceedings  generally  were  not  diverse  from  the  usual  routine 
work,  except  in  the  action  suggested  by  a  special  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  (Correspondence  in  reference  to  the  reports  from  and  condi- 
tion  of  KKW  SOUTH  WALES,    viz  : 


It  appears  from  these  that  eleven  Lodges  united  in  the  organization, 
and  that  since  then  their  number  has  more  than  doubled,  there  being 
in  June  last  23.  all  of  them,  according  to  the  Grand  Secretary's  reports, 
doing  a  reasonable  amount  of  work,  increasing  steadily  in  membership, 
and  showing  for  themselves  and  the  Grand  Lodge  a  prosperous  condi- 
tion. 

We  have  been  unable  to  ascertain  the  number  of  Lodges  in  the  juris- 
diction that  have  declined  to  unite  with  the  new  Grand  Lodge,  but  we 
are  satisfied  that  twenty-three  subordinate  Lodges  are  sufficient  to  jus- 
tify the  claims  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  especialty  as  there  is  no  other  Grand 
Lodge  in  the  Colony  to  dispute  her  claims,  and  to  warrant  us  in  grant- 
ing the  desired  recognition. 

It  is  trae  that  the  Grand  Lodges  of  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland 
have  thus  far  declined  to  pass  acts  of  recognition,  but  many  of  our 
American  Grand  Lodges  have  extended  the  right  hand  of  fellowship. 
We  see  no  good  reason  why  we  should  not  follow  their  example,  and 
we  therefore  offer  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions,  and  recom- 
mend their  adoption : 

Whereas,  The  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales 
of  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  has  requested  us  to  accord  her 
our  recognition,  as  a  sister  Grand  Lodge,  and  whereas  she  has  a  large 
constituency,  consisting  of  twenty-three  Subordinate  Lodges,  and 
whereas  her  proceedings  appear  to  be  regular  and  in  conformity  with 
Masonic  usages,  therefore, 

RttBolred,  That  we  recognize  and  greet  said  Grand  Lodge  as  the 
supreme  Masonic  authority  in  New  South  Wales,  and  we  accept  her 
offer  of  fraternal  Correspondence  with  a  trust  that  our  relations  will  be 
perpetuaL 

Brother  A.  Z.  Huggins  presents  the  general 
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BEPOBT  ON  COBBESPONDENCE, 

which  is  an  excellent  review  of  the  proceedings  of  most  of  oar  American 
Grand  Lodges,  inclasive  of  those  of  Alabama  (report  ot  1879)  and  which 
are  appropriately  noticed. 

He  says  things  of  onr  State  and  jurisdiction  which  pleasantly  remind 
OS  of  the  days  **lang  syne,'*  when  in  oar  early  Masonic  years  we  first 
enjoyed  the  privilege  of  Grand  Lodge  association,  when  he  too  was  evi- 
dently a  member  of  oar  Grand  Lodge. 

We  oaght  to  recall  Brother  R'sjavor^  (bat  we  do  not),  for  he  remem- 
bers events  in  which  we  participated. 

Does  the  Brother  remember  Josh  Danforth?  We  ask  becaase  that 
name  comes  to  us  in  oar  eflforts  to  locate  Brother  Haggins,  as  it  there 
was  some  connection  between  the  two,  cnasing  one  name  to  saggest  the 
recollection  of  the  other ! 

Brother  H.  thas  discoarses  of  some  of  oar  then  and  nouo  Grand  Lodge 
and  State  celebrities,  viz  : 

Li  reviewing  the  proceedings  of  Alabama  we  take  especial  interest,  as 
it  was  there  we  (A.  Z.  H.)  were  first  inducted  into  the  mysteries  of  our 
grand  old  Order.  We  took  the  degrees  in  Auburn  Lodge  in  1846, 
assisted  in  the  formation  of  Salem  Lodge,  and  afterwards  had  the  honor 
to  preside  over  Tackabatchee  Lodge.  Masonry  in  the  State  was  buoy- 
ant in  those  days,  but,  alas !  how  many  of  oar  old  co-worken>  have  gone 
to  '*  the  bourne  from  which  no  traveler  returns.'*  Some  familiar  names 
we  find  still  reported  as  persistent  workers  m  our  beloved  Order.  Among 
them  we  will  name  David  Clopton,  whose  name  we  suggested  and  who 
was  elected  as  Deput}*  Grand  Master;  James  M.  Brundidge,  then  Grand 
Lecturer,  with  whom  we  had  many  pleasant  interviews ;  and  Wilson 
Williams,  on  whom  we  believe  we  had  the  honor  of  conferring  the  three 
degrees.  Alabama  is  our  old  MoHonic  home  and  we  have  an  afiectionate 
remembrance  of  that  noble  old  State. 

He  believes  with  Brother  Armstrong,  Past  Grand  Master,  that  a  Brother 
knowing  an  E.  A.  to  be  morally  unfit  for  advancement,  should  prefer 
charges  agtiiunt  him.  A  duty,  we  think,  due  alike  to  the  Lodge  and 
Fraternity  generally. 

Brother  H.  in  reviewing  Missouri,  renews  with  great  tact  and  force 
the  argument  defending  the  position  of  New  Mexico  in  the  controversy 
involving  the  former  s  retention  of  Silver  City  Lodge. 

He  is  especially  severe,  legitimately  so,  on  Brother  Vincil,  when  he 
quotes  the  latter's  divergent  opinions  "  then  and  now,"  of  which  we 
give  a  portion  as  a  specimen,  below  : 

We  are  very  sorry  to  find  Brother  Vincil  turning  his  back  upon  us. 
Heretofore  be  has  constantly  and  consistently  justified  our  acts  and 
championed  our  cause.  Now  ho  has  assumed  another  role  and  become 
our  active  antagonist. 
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See  how  Brother  Vincil  speaks  then  and  now : 

1879.  1880. 

Quotations  are  then  made  from  And  wo  wish  to  state  that,  in  oar 
the  Address  of  Grand  Mai>ter  Ready  judgment,  the  error  on  the  part  of 
in  reference  to  the  Scotland  invasion  our  brethren  in  New  Mexico  is 
of  Qaebeo  jurisdiction.  The  doc-  found  in  making  war  upon  Silver 
trine  enunciated  by  Brother  Ready  City  Lodge. 

is  the  American  doctrine.  It  is  the  Thnt  Lodge  owes  its  eiistenoe  to 
doctrine  of  Missouri.  There  can  the  Grand  Lodge  that  gave  it  being, 
be  no  such  thing  as  ^'^la/i/ied  in de-  Obligations  and  responsibilities 
pendence."  Sovereignty  is  absdute  spring  from  or  grow  out  of  relations. 
or  it  is  nothing.  New  Mexico  has  Silver  Crty  Lodge  is  a  child  of  the 
right  on  her  side,  and  is  backed  by  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri.  Out  of 
precedents  **  too  numerous  to  men-  this  rel^Uion—chUdliood— grow  her 
tion.**  She  will  be  sustained  by  responsii/ilities.  These  are,  by  force 
the  voice  of  American  Grand  of  conditions,  first  of  all  due  to  the 
LfOdgee.  mother.      And   Silver  City    Lodge 

would  be  unworthy  of  existence  as 
a  Lodge,  were  she  so  unfilial  and 

•  •  •  *  disloyal  to  the  mother  as  to  make 

returns  and  pay  dues  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  New  Mexico,  while  yet 
Missouri  has  no  occasion  to  dis-  under ma/enta/ authority.  NewMex- 
own  her  child,  but  is  rather  proud  ico  has  no  right  to  expect  or  de- 
of  her  work,  character  and  jAuck.  maud  returns  and  dues  from  Silver 
God  crown  yop  with  success  and  City  Lodge.  As  a  daughter  of  Mis- 
benedictions,  ad  the  sun  coronates  sonri ,  she  has  not  transferred  her 
your  mountains  grand.  afifections   or  allegiance   to  a  new 

claimant.     And  the  parent  has  not 

•  •  •  *  given  her  away  in  marriage  to  the 

aspirant  for  her  hand. 

GRAND   OFFICEBS: 

M.  W.  Bra  Simon  B.  Newcomb Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  David  J.  Miller Grand  Secretary. 

Number  of  Lodges 4,  U.  D.  2 

NEW  YORK,  1881. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York  convened,  its  Centennial,  Annual  Com- 
munication in  the  city  of  New  York,  June  7th,  A.  D.  1881. 

Present,  M.  W.  Jesse  B.  Anthony,  with  all  Grand  Officers,  in  station, 
and  the  Representatives  of  672  (of  713)  subordinate  Lodges. 

We  note  also  the  presence  of  numerous  Grand  Representatives;  but, 
alas  !  no  one  appeared  for  Alabama  in  that  capacity. 

After  the  opening  in  Ample  Form  the  following  minute  records  the 
reception  of  distinguished 

Yisrroas: 
B.  W.  Charles  iDglesby,  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  South 
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Carolina;  R.  W.  William  B.  Isaacs,  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Virginia;  R.  W.  Robert  Bingham,  Senior  Grand  Warden  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina,  were  annoanoed,  received,  and  greeted 
with  the  honors  due  their  stationn. 

The  annual  address  of  Grand  Muster  Anthony  is  one  of  those  full 
and  intelligent  deliverances  for  which  this  jurisdiction  is  proverbial 
and  adds  another  contribution  to  the  record  of  New  York*8  famed,  and 
essentially  perfect,  Grand  Messages. 

We  transcribe  his  pleasant  greeting  to  the  Representative,  and  his 
brief  reference  to  the  condition  of  the  Craft,  viz  : 

Bbethben  : 

**Time  hurries  on  with  a  resistless,  unremitting  stream,"  and  we  are 
reminded  that  another  year  has  passed  away  with  its  periods  of  adver- 
sity and  prosperity,  its  elements  of  satisfaction,  its  hours  of  trial,  and 
under  the  care  of  the  Supreme  Father,  to  whom  we  render  our  ackuowl- 
edgmcnts,  we  are  again  permitted  to  assemble  in  annual  communica- 
tion, not  only  to  review  the  paHtyear,  deliberate  upon  measures  looking 
towards  the  best  interests  of  the  Cnift,  but  also  to  renew  the  old  ties, 
to  cement  new  ones,  and  join  hand  in  hand  in  the  cultivation  of  the 
spirit  of  fraternity. 

Looking  over  this  vast  assembly,  representing  as  it  does  715  Lodges, 
with  a  roll-call  of  73,000  members,  I  see  many  new  faces,  but  among 
them  the  countenance  ol  many  an  old  friend,  and  it  affords  me  pleas- 
ure, worshipful  brethren  and  representatives,  to  greet  you,  one  and  all, 
as  the  Gnind  Master  at  this  the  one  hundredth  communication  of  the 
Grand  Lodge. 

The  occiiKion  is  one  in  which  we  all  feel  a  degree  of  pride,  and  it  re- 
mains for  you  to  make  this  session  remarkable  for  the  disposition 
shown,  to  work  in  all  things  not  for  personal  aims,  but  for  the  good  of 
the  whole. 

We  come,  it  is  true,  to  exercise  the  right  of  individual  opinion,  to 
advance  something  which  we  consider  to  be  right,  but  in  all  things  and 
under  all  circumsUinceH,  we  are  not  to  be  controlled  by  party  lines,  or 
actuated  by  prejudice;  and  while  in  the  exercise  of  suflfrage  we  have  our 
individual  preferences,  yet  withal  they  are  to  be  controlled  by  the 
spirit  of  e<inal  rights,  and  that  submission  to  the  will  of  the  majority 
which  should  be  the  characteristic  of  brotherhood. 

STATE  OF  THE  CBAFT. 

From  the  reports  of  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters  of  the  several 
masonic  districts,  I  am  glad  to  announce  that  the  Craft  of  the  Empire 
State  is  in  a  prosperous  condition;  harmony  prevails,  and  the  crafts- 
men are  at  work  with  the  symbolic  tools  of  labor,  perfecting  the  rough 
ashlars  which  are  to  be  placed  in  the  mystic  temple. 

With  the  return  of  prosperity  to  the  country,  the  Lodges  are  begin- 
ning to  feel  the  impulse  which  is  moving  forw<ird  the  wheels  of  trade, 
and  to  reap  some  of  the  benefits  incident  to  the  reward  which  has 
crowned  the  efforts  of  the  husbiindmau,  manufacturer  and  merchant. 

He  had  '*been  unable  to  follow  to  any  great  extent  the  example,  so 
brilliantly  set  before  us  by  my  predecessor  in  office,  M.  W.  Charles 
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Roome,"  but  he  responded  •*  to  all  calls  as  far  as  possible,"  and  among 
other  such  duties  we  note  that  he  was  called  to  snbmit  to  a  reception  as 
Grand  Masters,  amidst  all  the  disagreeabilities  of  * 'unstinted  hospi- 
tality," ^'distinguished  craftsmen"  as  associates,  and  probably  all  the 
needful  adjuncts  of  a  first  class  banquet.  It  were  alike  a  duty  and 
pleasure  to  respond  to  such  a  call. 

Under  the  head  of  "Fbatebnal  Remembbances*'  he  notices  with  ap- 
propriate remark  and  eulogy  the  deaths  of  the  masonic  worthies  whose 
Dames  we  repeat  below,  viz  : 

R.  W.  Andbew  E.  Suttebn,  Chief  CommiEsioner  of  Appeals,  N.  Y. 

Died  16th  March,  1881. 

R.  W.  l8A.\c  H.  Bbown,  p.  G.  Steward  : 
Died  21st  August,  1880. 

R.  W.  Joseph  L.  Stein,  P.  Dis.  D.  G.  M.: 
Died  July,  1880. 

R.  W.  John  Ombony,  Dist  D.  G.  M. : 
Died  January  31,  1881. 

R.  W.  RoBEBT  H.  Thomas,  G.  Librarian  : 
Died  June  (ith,  1881. 

R.  W.  Fbedebick  August  Von  Mensch,  Grand  Representative  to  the  G. 

L.  of  Saxony: 
Died  Feb.  24th,  1881. 

And  also  alludes  feelingly  to  the  deaths  of  M.  W.  Allen  Hill  Gbow, 
G.  M.  of  Nova  Scotia,  M.  W.  Jos.  R.  Chandleb,  P.  G.  M,,  Pennsylvania, 
and  R.  W.  Wm.  G.  Tonn,  G.  Secretary  of  the  G.  L  of  Wyoming. 

Since  our  last  report  on  New  York  tho  Webotuck  controversy  has 
continued  to  increase  in  importance  and  significance,  until  the  entente 
C4mliale  between  the  two  jurisdictions,  of  New  York  and  Connecticut, 
has  given  place  to  that  regretable  chaos,  known  politically,  as  non- 
intercourse,  but  in  masonic  ix)lity  may  be  considered  as  a  state  of  feud, 
and  as  such  is  opposed  to  the  genius  and  principles  of  our  Fniternity. 
New  Y^'ork,  after  having,  with  repeated  and  convincing  arguments,  as- 
serted and,  as  we  think,  established  the  true  masonic  principles  which 
supported  her  rights  in  the  matter,  and  by  a  noble  appeal  to  reason 
having  elicited  the  sympathy  in  her  position,  and  the  assent  of  the  gen- 
eral masonic  mind  to  the  justice  of  her  demands  was,  unfortunately, 
induced  to  adopt  the  harsh  retaliation  of  a  denunciatory  edict  against 
Connecticut.  We  took  occasion,  under  review  of  New  Mexico,  to  ex- 
press our  disapprobation  of  a  similar  war  measure,  to  which  referring 
we  feel  inclined  to  withhold  any  further  remarks  on  that  subject.  Grand 
Master  Anthony  refers  to  this  condition  of  things  but  instead  of  pursu- 
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ing  the  controversial  method,  comes  to  the  redone  with  peaceful  over- 
tures. We  can  not  too  highly  praise  his  appropriate  and  generoos  pro- 
posals, and  ho[>e  for  them  abnndant  snccess  in  the  re- establishment  of 
peace  and  harmony  between  these  near  and  worthy  neighbors.  He  in- 
troduces the  sabject  (and  we  can  give  only  a  part  of  his  remarks)  un- 
der the  head  of 

CONNECTICUT. 

In  accordance  with  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge  at  the 
last  annual  communication,  I  issued  on  June  lUth,  an  edict  of  non- 
intercourse  as  follows  : 

"Office  of  the  Gband  Masteb  of  ^Iasons,  ) 
"In  THE  State  of  New  Yobk.       f 

**To  the  Musters,  Wardervf,  and  Brethren  of  the  Lodges  of  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  in  the  State  of  Ntw  York: 

"B&ethuen  : 

"Your  attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that  the  action  of  the  M.  W. 
Charles  Koome,  P.  Q.  M.,  of  this  Gnind  Lodg-3,  in  suspending  official 
intercourse  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut,  was  approved  by  the 
Grand  Lodge  at  its  last  annual  commuuicatiou,  and  the  following  reso- 
lutions adopted  in  relation  thereto  : 

**  Resolved,  That  the  act  of  our  Grand  Master  in  suspending  official 
communication  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut  is  hereby  ap- 
proved. 

"  Kesdv&lj  That  the  honor  and  dignity  of  this  Grand  Lodge  requires 
that  all  intercourse  between  the  masons  of  Connecticut  and  New  York 
should  be  interdicted  and  forbidden.  And,  therefore,  this  Grand  Lodge 
does  hereby  interdict  and  forbid  all  intercourse  between  the  masons  of 
New  York  and  all  masons  hailing  under  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Con- 
necticut 

"Now,  therefore,  in  accordance  with  the  above  action,  you  are  hereby 
notified  and  directed  to  conform  in  all  respects  to  this 

"EDICTl! 

and  allow  no  brethren  hailing  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut  to 
visit  the  Lodges  in  this  jurisdiction,  and  the  brethren  of  this  jurisdic- 
tion are  forbid  all  masonic  intercourse  with  the  brethren  of  Con- 
necticut. 

"Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  10th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1880, 
A.  L.  5880,  at  Troy,  N.  Y. 

"JESSE  B.  ANTHONY. 

**Orand  Master. 
"Attest  : 

"James  M.  Austin,  fjhrand  Secretary." 

The  position  assumed  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  the  facts  of  the  case  which  occasioned  this  unplcAsant  state  of  af- 
fairs between  this  Grand  Lodge  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of 
Connecticut  have  been  so  often  brought  before  you  by  preceding 
Grand  Masters,  that  it  seems  unnecessary  for  me  to  repeat  them  at  this 
tima 
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As  yoa  are  aware,  ander  the  Grand  Mastership  of  M.  W.  Charles 
Boome,  after  faithfully  endeavoring  to  obtain  an  adjustment  of  this 
difficulty,  he  severed  official  intercourse  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Con- 
necticut; and  on  his  presentation  of  the  matter  to  the  Grand  Lodge  at 
its  last  annual  communication,  it  was  resolved  to  suspend  all  masonio 
intercourse  between  the  masons  of  New  York  State  and  all  brethren 
bailing  under  the  Gr>\nd  Lodge  of  Connecticut. 

It  was  also  proposed  by  the  same  resolution  to  submit  the  matter  in 
dispute  to  arbitration,  and  the  Grand  Master  was  authorized  to  respond 
to  any  application  which  might  be  made  to  him  from  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Connecticut  for  said  purpose  and  to  vacate  the  edict  if  any  settle- 
ment could  be  effected. 

There  has  been  no  occasion  for  the  exercise  of  this  discretion  by  the 
Grand  Master,  from  the  fact  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut  will 
not  consider  the  subject  of  arbitration  until  the  edict  of  non -intercourse 
is  removed. 

While  I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  in  any  degree  offering  an 
apology  for  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut,  yet  it  seemn  to  me,  breth- 
ren, that  if  we  honestly  desire  a  settlement  of  this  difficulty,  and  of  that 
there  is  no  question,  we  must  admit  that,  although  we  consider  our  en- 
deavors in  the  past  have  not  received  that  consideration  to  which  they 
were  entitled,  yet  by  the  edict  of  non-intercourse  we  have  virtually 
placed  ourselves  in  a  position  which  gives  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Con- 
necticut an  excuse,  if  they  choose  so  to  regard  it,  for  taking  the  ground 
that  we  should  have  proposed  arbitration  before  resorting  to  the  ex- 
treme measure  of  a  severance  of  all  masonic  intercourse. 

We  might  proceed  to  argue  this  point  of  etiquette,  but  why  do  so 
when  so  many  interests  are  at  stake?  Admitting  that  we  were  justified 
in  the  act,  yet  can  we  not  without  in  any  degree  affecting  the  dignity  of 
this  Grand  Lodge,  reconsider  the  action  of  last  year;  and  in  that  spirit 
of  charity,  which  covers  a  multitude  of  shortcomings,  and  a  wide  dif- 
ference of  opinion,  say  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut,  we  propose 
to  meet  you  on  your  own  ground? 
•  ••••*  »  i»  •• 

The  Grand  Lodge,  in  response  to  this  suggestion,  chose  the  way  of 
peace  as  follows;  (we  quote  the  entire  minute): 

R.  W.  William  T.  Woodruff  presented  the  following  preamble  and 
resolution  : 

Whcbbas,  The  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York  deeply  deplores  the  un- 
fortunate difference  on  the  question  of  Grand  Lodge  jurisdiction  which 
exists  between  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut  and  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  New  York,  and  which  led  to  the  edict  of  non-intercourse  with  the 
masona  of  Connecticut,  declared  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York,  and 

Whebsab,  The  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York  heartily  desires  to  be  on 
terms  of  amity  and  fraternal  comity  with  all  the  Grand  Lodges  of  the 
United  States,  and 

Wekbeas,  The  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York  believes  that  the  matters 
in  dispuU)  between  it  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut  may  be 
maBonically  adjusted  by  a  submission  of  said  matters  to  arbitration, 
and 

Whbukah,  The  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York  is  anxiously  desirous  that 

17 
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the  said  matters  may  be  sabmitted  to  a  commission  for  arbitiatioD, 
therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Blaster  be  directed  to  terminate  the  edict 
of  non-intercoarBe  with  the  masons  of  Connecticut,  and  be  instmcted 
to  solicit  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut  to  consent  to  a  snbmission 
of  the  whole  matter  in  dispnte  between  the  two  Grand  Lodges  to  a  com- 
mission of  their  peers  for  arbitration. 

Which  resolution  was,  on  motion,  adopted. 

We  qnote  two  of  his  decibions  (remarking  in  reference  to  the  second 
that  the  law  of  New  York  restricts  the  dimit ;  authorizing  it  only  for  the 
purpose  of  affiliation  with  another  Lodge),  viz : 

My  decision  has  been  asked  in  regard  to  the  following : 

Whether  under  Article  XIL,  of  the  constitution,  a  candidate  who  has 
been  accepted  and  received  the  third  degree,  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  mem- 
ber and  subject  to  the  charge  of  annual  dues,  provided  he  does  not  sign 
the  by-laws. 

(1.)  I  decided  that  under  the  present  constitution,  membership  was 
acquired  in  a  subordinate  Lodge  by  the  fact  of  having  been  accepted  as 
a  candidate,  and  afterwards  received  the  third  degree.  That  having 
attained  that  grade  he  is  to  be  connidered  a  member  of  the  Lodge  so 
accepting  him,  and  as  such  he  would  be  liable  for  lodge  dues. 

There  remains,  it  is  true,  a  duty  enjoinc^d  upon  the  candidate,  which 
is,  that  'immediately  on  receiving  such  degree  to  sign  the  by-laws  of 
the  Lodge.'*  This  act  completes  the  tie  of  membersbip,  and  forms  part 
of  it,  being  the  execution  of  the  contract  between  him  and  the  Lodge. 

The  question  was  asked :  In  case  of  a  member  dimitting  from  one 
Lodge  to  join  another  in  this  jurisdiction,  when  does  the  membenship 
begin  in  the  accepting  Lodge,  and  when  terminate  in  the  Lodge  grant- 
ing the  dimit. 

In  other  words,  is  the  brother  petitioniog  for  affiliation  to  be  consid- 
ered as  a  member  on  his  being  accepted,  or  when  ho  signs  the  by-laws  ? 

(2.)  I  decided  that  a  brother  does  not  lose  bis  membership  in  his 
former  Lodge,  until  he  consummates  his  membership  in  the  accepting 
Lodge,  which  is  by  signing  the  by-laws. 

Without  giving  in  full  the  reasons  advanced  for  my  decision  in  the 
case  alluded  to,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  say,  that  the  mere  fact  that  a 
Lodge  has  granted  a  dimit  to  a  brother  to  enable  him  to  join  another 
Lodge  in  this  jurisdiction,  does  not  terminate  his  membersbip  therein 
nntil  two  things  have  been  accomplished. 

(1.)  The  member  must  consummate  bis  membership  in  the  other 
Lodge,  }'.  e.f  sign  the  by-laws. 

(2.)  Having  doue  so,  on  the  receipt  of  a  notice  from  the  accepting 
Lodge  of  that  fact,  then  his  dimit  becomes  operative,  and  his  member- 
ship is  terminated  in  his  fornier  Ix>dge. 

Thus  it  will  be  evident  that  a  Lodge  granting  a  dimit  to  enable  a 
member  to  join  another  Lodge  in  this  jurisdiction,  must  retain  his 
name  on  the  roll  of  membersbip,  until  notice  ban  been  received  from 
the  accepting  Lodge  that  he  has  consummated  his  membership  therein. 

This  dimit  is  provisional  in  its  nature,  and  it  is  intended  that  if  the 
affiliation  is  not  promptly  perfected  in  the  accepting  Lodge,  then  the 
dimit  is  to  be  returned. 

There  appears  to  have  been  cases  when  the  brother's  membership  has 
been  returned  to  the  Grand  Secretary,  as  terminated  at  the  time  when 
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the  dimit  was  granted,  which  is  an  error.  If  brethren  will  bear  this  in 
mind,  there  woald  be  no  confasion  in  the  retams  of  the  Grand  Secre- 
tary, and  no  loss  to  the  income  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

He  makes  a  proper  saggestion  as  to  the  so-called  (bat  we  term  inno- 

ration) 

ONE  TERM  PBIMCIPLE. 

In  retiring  from  the  high  and  honorable  station  conferred  by  yon, 
permit  me  in  all  kindness  to  give  an  opinion,  which  has  been  strength- 
ened by  the  experience  of  the  past  year.  I  am  aware  that  I  shall  not 
be  able  to  present  anything  materially  new,  bat  it  will  do  as  no  harm 
to  revive  old  truths. 

The  peace,  harmony  and  prosperity  of  the  Graft  depend,  in  a  large 
degree  apon  the  jndgment  and  ability  of  the  Gnind  Master,  together 
with  the  support  of  those  who  represent  him  in  the  several  Masonic  dis- 
tricts. II  is  a  self-evident  truth  that  the  interests  of  a  subordinate 
Lodge  are  beet  subserved  by  the  re-election  of  the  Master.  The  expe- 
rience gained  in  the  first  year  will  enable  him  to  discharge  his  duties 
with  much  greater  advantage  to  his  particular  Lodge,  and  this  advan- 
tage will  alRo  be  felt  ia  the  Grand  Lodge. 

That  which  is  true  in  a  subordinate  Lodge,  applies  iu  a  certain  degree 
to  the  Grand  Body  ;  iu  fact,  there  is  to  my  mind  a  greater  necessity  to 
avail  oarselves  of  the  benefit  of  the  experience  gained  by  the  practical 
discharge  of  the  manifold  and  arduous  duties  devolving  upon  the  Grand 
Master.  In  this  I  may  be  expressing  an  opinion  contrary  to  many,who 
have  the  same  regard  for  the  interests  of  the  Grand  Body  that  1  claim 
to  entertain ;  but  as  a  matter  embracing  the  greatest  good  to  the  many, 
I  consider  the  one  term  principle  one  which  will  be  detrimental  to  the 
Grand  Lodge. 

I  am  aware  that  there  are  many  capable  brethren  who  are  entitled  to 
the  honors  of  the  Craft ;  but,  brethren,  we  should  not  regard  this  mat- 
ter entirely  in  a  personal  light,  lor  the  high  honor  of  being  Master  of 
Masons  in  the  State  of  New  York  is  one  worthy  of  jeATs  of  service. 

In  making  this  svggestion  I  do  so,  not  to  be  understood  as  in  favor 
of,  or  in  opposition  to  any  brother  or  brethren,  but  as  a  matter  of  duty, 
having  an  earnest  regard  for  the  prosperity  of  the  Craft  in  this  vast 
jurisdiction. 

He  closes  with  thanks  and  a  word  of  apology,  thus : 

Permit  me,  in  conclusion,  to  say  a  personal  word.  To  be  named  in 
connection  with  the  office  of  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New 
York  is  a  distinction  of  which  any  one  may  be  proud  ;  and  to  have  been 
deemed  worthy  of  being  elected  to  this  important  position,  is  a  great 
honor.  Personally,  I  never  expected  to  be  thought  of  in  connection 
with  this  office,  and  while  I  have  endeavored  to  discharge  its  duties 
faithfully,  a  complication  of  interests  the  past  year  has  prevented  the 
execution  of  many  contemplated  designs.  I,  therefore,  ask  you  to 
pardon  my  short-coming,  and  believe  that  they  have  been  omissions 
from  want  of  time  or  ability,  and  not  of  willful  neglect. 

*  *Like  as  the  waves  make  toward  the  pebbled  shore, 
So  do  our  minutes  hasten  to  their  end.'* 

And  now.  brethren,  in  closing  this  report  of  my  official  year,  I  desire 
to  thank  the  associate  Grand  Officers,  Past  and  Present,  for  the  kindly 
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feeling  which  they  have  ever  eviDced  toward  me;  and  eRpecially  would  I 
tender  my  obligatious  to  the  officers  on  Ihe  staflf  and  the  District  Depaty 
Grand  MasterH,  for  the  efficient  wanner  in  which  they  have  discharged 
their  doties,  their  promptness  in  responding  to  all  officiHl  calls,  and  for 
the  honor  they  have  conferred,  in  laboring  earnestly  to  make  the  record 
of  the  past  year  one  of  which  we  may  not  be  ashamed. 

To  the  brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge  who  have  so  highly  honored  me, 
who  have  ever  evinced  toward  me,  officially  and  personally,  feelings  of 
esteem  and  brotherly  love,  and  have  in  the  most  sincere  manner, 
snpported  and  sostaiued  me  in  my  efforts  to  advance  the  interests  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  I  tender  my  sincere  acknowledgments.  Althoqgh  I 
lay  down  the  gavel  of  supreme  authority,  I  desire  to  still  retain  a  place 
in  your  memories,  to  be  favored  with  your  friendship,  and  deemed 
worthy  of  being  greeted  with  the  endearing  appellation  of  broUier. 

We  have  reached  an  important  epoch  in  the  history  of  this  Grand 
Lodge,  and  it  is  no  mean  honor,  brethren,  to  have  the  privilege  of 
forming  a  part  ot  the  Masonic  history  of  the  first  century  of  our  loved 
institution.  Let  the  labors  of  the  past,  which  have  culminated  in  the 
present  proud  and  honorable  position  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  act  as  an  incentive  to  us  to  do  our  share  towards  making 
the  record  of  the  next  one  hundred  years,  such  as  will  far  exceed  iu 
brilliancy  and  deeds  of  charity,  that  of  the  first  century  of  our  history. 

The  business  of  the  session  was  promptly  and  efficiently  executed, 
but  as  the  general  work  involved  subjects  of  local  interest  mainly,  we 
shall  notice  but  few  of  their  acts. 

The  great  Leviathan  of  New  York  is  the  *'  Hall  and  Asylum  Fund  " 
DEBT.  This  is  being  gradually  reduced,  each  year,  and  to  keep  our 
readers  ''posted**  thereanent,  we  reproduce  the  report  of  its  cnitail- 
ment  the  past  year,  viz: 


Total  indebtedness  of  fund  per  report  June  I,  18S0 $668,520  26 

of  this  date,  June  1,  1881 636.317  62 


(t  t<  »t 


Reduction  of  debt  during  year $32,202  64 

A  designedly  useful  general  charity,  known  as  the  ''Masonic  Board  of 
Relief,"  reports  only  $1,514.84  of  receipts  during  the  year,  with  disburs- 
ments  of  $804  18  for  rtlifty  $300  for  its  Secretary,  $52  91  expenses,  and 
$357  75  balance  on  band— which  is  not  a  favorable  showing  for  New 
York. 

This  report  embraces,  also,  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  on 
two  Grand  ceremonial  occasions,  one  of  them  of  peculiar  and  general 
Masonic  significance  and  both  of  them  of  absorbing  interest  to  the  craii 
in  New  Y^ork.  We  allude  to  the  laying  of  the  corner  stone  of  the 
Egyptian  Obelisk  and  the  celebration  of  the  CENTENNiAii  Annitebsabt. 

We  have  read  with  no  little  interest  the  records  of  these  two  notable 
meetings  and  would  gladly  reproduct^  in  these  pages  some  of  the 
incidents,  acts  and  good  words  related  of  them;  but  are  forbidden  by 
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oor  (self  imposed)  restrictions  as  to  space.  Indeed,  we  have  violated  in 
the  beaaties  heretofore  attracting  oar  attention  in  the  make-up  of  this 
review,  until  the  space  we  bad  allotted  to  it  is  already  consumed  and 
we  have  still  many  more  jurisdictions  to  visit  and  describe. 

Suffice  it  to  say  that  both  the  work  of  the  Obelise  and  the  duties  of 
the  Anviyebsabt  were  executed  in  all  the  completeness  of  the  grand 
and  masterly  designs  "laid  down  upon  the  New  York  trestle-board.*' 

The  general 

BEPORT   ON  COBBESPONDENCE 

Adds    its    asual    and  appropriate   adornment  to  these  interesting 
minutes.     We  are  always  glad  to  read  Bro.  J.  W.  Simons*  portion  of 
this  volume,  and  yet  we  are  never  able  to  do  full  justice  to  bis  excellent 
points,  in  extractiug,  we  mean.     His  reviews  are  so  admirably  dove- 
tailed and  compacted  that  we  dare  not  attempt   to  separate,  in  our 
accustomed  sciseorings,  its  clinging  parts  for  special  exhibition,  lest 
our  clippings,  lacking  fullness,  (which  is  generally  unavoidable)  should 
tend  to  mar  rather  than  exemplify  tbe  author's  work.     The  report  now 
before  as  lacks  something  of  being  as  complete  as  some  of  his  previous 
ones,   and  yet  this  is  full  enough  to  embrace  most  of  the  *' Grand 
Lodges  of  the  United  States,"  those  in  the  '*  Dominion  of  Canada,"  and 
mauy  European  Grand   Lodges.     In   respect  to  the  latter,  we  may 
remark,  just  here,  that  in  tbe  New  York  report  we  usually  find  tbe 
latest  (as  well  as  the  fullest)  budget  of  Mat-onic  news  from  Europe. 
Bro.   Simons,   in  reporting  upon   the    doings  of    Alabama,    Sixtieth 
AuDual,  Dec.  6th,   1880,  is  kindly  considerate  in  granting  us  full  space 
as  well  as  favorable  comment.     He  has  this  to  say  of  Grand  Master 
Tompkins'  first  annual  address,  viz: 

The  annual  address  is  decidedly  excellent,  not  redundant,  but  still 
amply  covering  every  required  point.  Tbe  condition  of  tbe  Alabama 
craft  is  prosperous;  no  dissensions  have  arisen  and  the  hand  of  death 
has  not  been  laid  upon  any  one  prominent  in  their  counsels. 

The  decisions  reported  are  so  far  out  of  the  usual  line  that  we  make 
DO  apology  for  copying  them  in  exlenso^  save  a  few  based  upon  local 
regulations,  thns: 

After  qaoting  the  decisions,  his  only  additional  comments  are  as 
follows: 

We  remark: 

As  to  No.  3,  that  a  rejection  having  been  announced  by  a  master 
finally  disposes  of  the  petition,  and  no  vote  of  reconsideration  at  the 
same  meeting,  or  any  other,  can  be  efifective  to  give  it  new  lite.  11  no 
delay  is  provided  for  in  the  regulatioaH,  a  new  petition  may  be 
presented  at  ooce,  but  it  must  take  tbe  usual  course,  which  end  cannot 
be  lawfoU^r  reached  b^  a  vote  of  reconsideration. 
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No.  12  differs  from  the  law  of  onr  jurisdiction  in  that  when  a  lodge 
has  eipelled  a  member,  and  the  sentence  has  been  confirmed  by  the 
Grand  Lodge,  the  right  of  the  lodge  to  restore  ceases. 

The  remarks  of  the  Grand  Master  regarding  polygamy,  referred  to  in 
docision  No.  7,  are  soand,  and  will  meet  with  general  approval. 

We  are  disposed  to  thank  Bro.  Simons  for  this  appreciative  reveption 
of  decisions  which  appear  to  ns  (except  in  the  case  of  No.  3,  which  was 
sabseqnently  withdrawn)  deserving  of  general  commendation,  but 
which,  alas!  have  suffered  in  the  West  from  misapprehension  or  misap- 
preciation,  or  both.  We  have  heard  no  intimation  of  serious  objection 
to  them,  however,  from  the  East.  We  accept  Bro.  Simons'  approval 
08  a  complete /ot7  to  Bro.  Parvin's  duapproval. 

The  reviewer  thus  pointedly,  and  without  a  word  too  much  of  denun- 
ciation, rebukes  the  recently  attempted  Spanish  invasion  of 

CUBA. 

We  have  received  the  several  bulletins  of  the  United  Grand  Lodge  of 
Colon  and  the  Island  of  Cuba  for  the  year  1880,  but  find  nothing  of 
importance  except  a  general  state  of  prosperity.  The  claim  of  the 
Schismatic  Grand  Orients  in  Spain  to  exercise  jurisdiction  in  Cuba  is 
too  ridiculous  for  serious  argument  and  will  receive  no  attention  at  the 
hands  of  American  Grand  Lodges.  There  is  to-day  no  actually 
acknowledged  Masonic  authority  in  Spain,  the  so-called  Sagasta  Body 
being  the  nearest,  but  as  even  that  has  no  recognized  place  in  the 
family,  it  is  nonsense  to  imagine  that  it  can  establish  regular  bodies 
either  in  Spain  or  the  colonies.  It  is  to  be  wished  that  a  regular  Grand 
Lodge,  having  only  jurisdiction  over  the  symbolic  degrees,  might  be 
established,  but  until  that  is  done,  we  can  not  recognize  any  Masonic 
act,  looking  to  the  establishment  of  subordinate  bo<Ues;  but  supposing 
this  to  be  the  case  and  that  a  regular  Grand  Lodge  should  be 
established  in  Spain,  it  could  not  assume  jurisdiction  in  a  territory 
already  and  lawfully  occupied  by  the  United  Grand  Lodge  of  Colon 
and  the  Island  of  Cuba. 

OBAND     OFFICEBS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Horace  S.  Taylor Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  James  M.  Austin  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Total  of  Chartered  Lodges 713 

Total  of  Master  Masons 69,6*29 

NOVA  SCOTIA,    1880. 

We  have  the  proceedings  of  the  Fifteenth  Annual  Communication  of 
the  Gmnd  Lodge  of  Nova  Scotiu,  which  convened  in  Halifax,  June  2d, 
1880,  with  Fifty-two  subordinate,  (thirty -seven  of  them  by  proxy) 
represented,  and  under  the  presidency  of  M.  W.  Grand  Master  John  W. 
liaurie.     The  attendance  of  Grand  and  Past  Grand  Officers  was  full, 
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and  we  note  also  the  presence  of  Grand  Representatives  from  many 
other  jnrisdictioDs.  Alabama,  however,  was  not  represented.  The 
work  of  the  lodge  was  confined  mostly  to  matters  of  local  utility  a^d 
interest 

The  Grand  Master^s  address,  which  is  appropriate  and  concise,  gives 
OS  an  insight  into  some  peculiarities  of  the  jurisdiction,  of  which  we 
take  note  as  regretable  indications — one  of  these  we  notice  below. 

He  had  visited  Quebec,  and  thankfully  acknowledges  his  pleasant 
and  honorable  reception  by  the  Brethren  of  that  jurisdiction ;  expresses 
his  sympathy  for  them  in  their  effort  to  resist  the  infriLgement  of  their 
jurisdictional  rights  by  Scotland,  and  yet,  strange  to  say,  he  is  not  in 
accord  with  them  in  that  contest,  is,  indeed,  quite  averse  to  the 
principles  which  underlie  it  and  give  it  all  of  its  dignity  and  merit. 
As  the  following  e&cerpt  will  attest,  he  is  an  advocate  of  *' concurrent 
jurisdiction,"  and  is  therefore  not,  in  principle  at  least,  a  sympathizer 
in  a  struggle  designed  to  enforce  the  doctrine  of  ''exclusive  jurisdic- 
tion."   He  says  on  this  subject: 

I  was  fortunately  present  for  a  few  hours  in  Montreal  whilst  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  was  in  session;  I  availed  myself  of  the  oppor- 
tunity of  attending  the  meeting,  and  was  warmly  welcomed  by  the  M. 
W.  Grand  Master.  It  was  with  the  more  pleitsure  that  I  met  the 
Brethren  of  this  jurisdiction,  as  I  desired  to  show  personal  as  well  as 
oflBcial  sympathy  with  them  in  the  invasion  of  territory  they  aro  now 
suffering'  by  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland.  I  trust, 
however,  that  the  latter  will  withdraw  its  pretensions  to  re-establish  a 
Provincial  Grand  Lodge,  and  if  our  own  jurisdiction  is  any  criterion, 
there  would  be  no  injury,  but  more  probably  benefit,  in  allowing  the 
Lodges  holding  charters  from  the  old  country  to  retain  them  as  long  as 
they  may  desire. 

Royul  Standard  Lodge,  holding  under  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England, 
is  with  us  a  pattern  lodge  in  matters  of  ritual  and  discipline;  working 
side  by  side  with  us,  a  healthy  emulation  is  produced,  and  both  parties 
are  the  better  for  it  By  invitation,  I  lately  visited  this  lodge,  accom- 
panietl  by  the  Grand  Officers  and  u  large  body  of  Nova  Scotia  Masons, 
and  the  cordial  feelings  reciprocally  uxpressed  gave  the  strongest  proof 
that  the  existence  of  an  English  Lodge  in  our  midst  was  working  no 
injury  to  the  Craft  here. 

The  Grand  Master  rebukes,  in  words  almost  too  gentle  for  the  offense 
committed,  still  quite  decidedly  and  effectively,  an  offense  committed 
by  members  of  one  of  their  lodges,  in  a  circular  addressed  to  numerous 
other  lodges,  inviting  their  co-operation  in  an  effort  to  consolidate  an 
opposition  to  some  locally  objectionable  measures  of  the  Grand  Lodge ! 
which  invitation  was  favorably  received  and  entertained  by  some  of  the 
lodges  addressed.  The  matter  smacks  a  little  of  rebellion,  in  some  of 
its  features,  and  is  altogether  too  much  in  the  plane  of  political  wire 
palling  to  deserve  less  of  censure  than  the  Grand  Master  and  the  Grand 
Lodge  mete  out  to  it. 
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The  final  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  on  this  matter  is  thos  recorded 
(resolotions  adopted): 

3.  Toar  coromittee  uDheBitatingly  eipress  their  viewB  that  the  isHoe 
of  a  docnment  of  thin  character  by  any  sabordinate  lodge,  in  order  to 
obtain  redress  for  sappoRcd  grievances,  is  highly  reprehensible  and 
snbversiye  of  Masonic  discipline,  aRsnmiog  as  they  do  functions  which 
belong  eiclnsiyely  to  this  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge,  which  has  provided  a 
oonstitutional  mode  of  doing  so. 

4.  The  committee  agree  with  the  clause  of  the  address  in  reference 
to  the  assembly  of  representatives  to  concert  of  action  in  anticipation 
of  the  business  of  Grand  Lodge:  that  it  is  **  thoroughly  unmasonic  and 
deserving  of  the  censure  of  this  Grand  Body,  if  it  desires  to  maintain 
its  diguity.** 

5.  Your  committee,  whilst  they  regret  the  action  of  the  lodges  in 
receiving  and  adopting  the  circular,  are  under  the  belief  that  it  was 
through  misappreheut>ion  that  they  did  so,  and  not  from  any  desire  on 
their  part  to  detract  from  the  dignity  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  of  which  they 
are  an  integral  portion. 

THE  RXPOBT  ON  CX>BBESPONI>BNCB, 

By  Bro.  Allen  H.  Crow  (afterwards  exalted  to  the  Grand  East)  is  an 
interesting  review  of  the  proceeding  of  fifty-one  Grand  Lodges,  among 
which  those  of  Alabama,  for  1879,  receive  due  and  friendly  notice. 

Bro.  Crow  is  mistaken  in  crediting  us  with  foub  hundred  and 
TWBNTT-six  lodges  in  1H79  —two  hundred  and  MiNEry-EioHT  it  should 
have  been. 

GBAND  OVFICEBS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Allen  H.  Crow Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Bro.  Beojamin  Carreo,  D.  C.  L.  (re-elected)  . . .  Grand  Secretary. 
Total  of  Chartered  Lodges G9 

OHIO,  1880. 

The  Ohio  proceedings  at  the  Seventy-first  Annual  Communication  of 
that  Grand  Ijodge,  held  at  Colnmbas,  October  lOth,  A.  D.  1880,  is 
before  ns,  and  the  volume  reporting  them  is  handsomely  ornamented 
with  a  frontal  cngraviug,  representing  their  **  first  elected  Grand 
Secretary,*'  David  Putnam  (18(^),  a  better  face  hiw  seldom  attracted 
our  attention,  and  nature  rarely  combines  features  so  eminently  char- 
acteristic of  the  true,  firm,  iute]lic;ent,  and  consistent  man  and  Mason. 
Present,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Kenbon  C.  Lemmon,  with  all  Grand 
Officers  at  their  posts,  and  the  Representatives  of  over  four  hundred 
subordinate  lodges  (so  we  cipher  up  the  numbers,  unaided  by  any  clear 
statement  of  the  figures  by  Bro.  Grand  Secretary). 

Among  the  Grand  Lodges  represented,  Alabama,  we  regret  to  say,  is 
not  mentioned  as  one  so  favored. 
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The  Qrand  Master's  address  is  a  long  and  able  preseDtation  of  the 
events  of  the  precedin^^  year,  and  bis  work  and  views  in  connection 
therewith.  He  bad  issoed  many  proiies  authorizing  parties  to 
represent  him  in  installations,  dedications,  and  other  ceremonials, 
also  granted  nnmerons  dispensations  to  elect,  install,  and  correct  other 
lodge  neglects;  bnt  refased  two  upplicntions  for  dispensations  to 
organize  new  lodges,  believing  "  that  the  lodges  would  not  be  self- 
sustaining." 

He  rebukes  with  strong  and  pertinent  censure  a  begging  circular 
issued  by  one  of  his  Lodges  to  the  Lodges  of  a  neighboring  jurisdiction, 
and  calls  it  *^  contemptible,"  etc. 

We  quote  bis  objections  to  the  following  By-Law,  because  they  sug- 
gest a  doubt  as  to  the  efficacy  of  a  similar  by-law  of  this  jurisdiction, 
Tiz : 

**XXI.  When  a  charter  shall  be  surrendered  or  become  forfeit,  the 
whole  of  the  property  of  the  subordinate  Lodge,  of  every  kind  and 
description,  shall  be  vested  in  the  Grand  Lodge  and  subject  to  its  dis- 
posal. 

It  is  manifest  that  this  By-Law  does  not  vest  the  title  to  real  estate  in 
the  Grand  Lodge.  Conceding  the  legal  efficacy  of  the  By-Law,  still 
something  must  be  done  to  ascertain  the  fact  oi  surrender  or  forfeiture, 
and  to  designate  the  property  ;  and  this  necessitates  the  prosecution  of 
an  action  by  this  Grand  Lodge  in  the  court  having  jurisdiction  in  order 
to  acquire  title.  After  consultation  with  counsel,  eminent  for  their 
legal  ability,  I  can  say  to  you  that  very  grave  doubts  are  expressed  as  to 
the  validity  or  efficacy  of  thin  By-Law.  In  short,  the  opinion  prevails 
that  it  is  incapable  of  enforcement,  and  this  affords  an  additional  reason 
for  its  repeal  or  modification.  If  this  By-Diw^  can  be  enforced,  a  little 
effort  would  enable  the  Grand  Lodge  to  take  another  step,  and  declare 
when  a  Mason  is  suspended  or  expelled,  his  property  of  every  kind  and 
description  shall  be  vested  in  the  Grand  Lodge.  A  proposition  so 
absurd  need  only  be  stated  to  insure  its  rejection.  I  think  I  hazard 
little  when  I  say  it  was  never  intended  to  do  more  than  take  )>ossession 
of  the  recordf>,  charter,  charta,  jewels,  and  Masonic  property  of  the 
Lodge,  and  that  when  your  attention  is  called  to  this  By-L&w  you  will 
at  once  concnr  in  its  modification  or  its  repeal. 

He  advocates  a  change  of  the  law  with  reasons,  as  quoted  below,  which 
supplement  the  above  objections  to  the  old  rule  : 

"XXI.  When  a  charter  shall  be  surrendered,  or  l)eco me  forfeit,  the 
same,  together  with  the  records  of  the  Lodge,  shall  be  vested  in  the 
Grand  Lodge,  and  subject  to  its  disposal." 

The  change  proposed  would  except  from  the  operation  of  Section  21 
the  general  property  of  the  Lodge.  I  do  not  believe  this  Grand  Lodge 
would,  in  case  of  the  forfeiture  or  surrender  of  the  charter  of  a  Lodge, 
take  from  its  memt)er8  real  estate  which  had  been  paid  for  by  them. 
To  assume  that  you  would,  would  involve  the  int^'grity,  the  justice  at 
least,  of  the  Grand  Lodge;  and  if  the  Grand  Lodge  would  not  appro- 
priate such  property,  why  should  it  be  burdened  with  administering 
upon  it? 
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He  presents  a  "moUiinde**  (63)  of  decisions,  many  of  them  involving 
important  Masonic  paiuciples,  very  correctly  stated,  but  the  answers 
given  are  so  interblended  with  the  local  conditions  or  circumstances 
suggesting  the  qames,  as  to  render  it  onadvisable  to  quote  them.  This 
series  of  mlings  is,  however,  followed  by  a  decision  of  no  ordinary  sig- 
niftesnce,  and  so  much  impressed  are  we  with  the  importance  of  the 
snbject  discussed  in  this  correspondence  that  we  are  compelled  (reluc- 
tantly, for  we  have  no  spare  pages  now)  to  give  it,  and  the  objections  to 
it  as  developed  in  the  Grand  Lodge,  a  fair  if  not  full  report 

The  Grand  Master  introduces  this  subject,  just  following  his  decisions, 
thus: 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  it  becomes  my  duty  to  report  the  follow- 
ing correspondence,  submitting  to  your  judgment  not  only  the.correct- 
ness  of  the  opinion,  but  also  the  propriety  of  publishing  it  The  corres- 
pondence is  as  follows  : 

Bladensbubu,  Knox  County,  Ohio,  Jan.  30,  1880. 

M.  W.  Grand  Master: 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother— A  brother  of  our  Order,  and  member  of  our 
Lodge,  is  frequently  in  the  habit  of  boasting  that  he  is  an  infidel,  ridi- 
culing the  Bible,  etc.,  in  mixed  companies.  A  few  days  ago  he  boasted, 
in  presence  of  several  Masons  and.  others,  that  he  was  an  infidel  of  the 
Bob  Ingersoli  stripe.  The  course  of  the  Brother  is  exciting  consider- 
able comment  here  among  those  who  are  unfriendly  to  Masonry,  and  is 
likely  to  do  us  injury  with  those  who  are  disposed  to  be  friendly,  and 
to  bring  the  Order  into  disrepute.  What  do  you  advise  us  to  do  in  the 
matter.  A.  C.  Scott,  P.  M. 

To  which  I  replied  as  follows : 

*'I  know  of  no  Masonic  regulation  which  requires  belief  in  the  Bible 
as  the  revealed  Word  of  God,  or  that  prescribes  any  particular  form  of 
religious  belief.  No  Athvist  CHn  be  made  a  Mason  ;  but  Masonry,  as  I 
understand  it,  goes  no  further  than  to  require  belief  in  Deity.  Morality, 
Industry,  Prudence,  Temperance,  Brotherly  Love,  and  Charity,  are 
enjoined  in  practice. 

••The  Bible  is  laid  upon  the  Masonic  altar,  and  without  it  a  Lodge 
can  not,  in  this  country,  be  opened.  On  it  we  obligate  a  candidate.  It 
is  declared  the  Great  Light  in  Masonry  :  in  the  infltallation  ceremony  it 
is  declared  that  it  will  guide  us  into  all  truth.  Yet.  notwithstanding, 
Jews,  Mobammedsns,  and  Pagans  have  been  made  Masons  without 
requiring  a  renunciation  of  any  opinions,  though  it  is  well  known  that 
they  do  not  believe  the  Bible  to  contain  the  revealed  will  of  God. 

••The  Entered  Apprentice  is  told  that  Masonry  unites  men  of  every 
country,  sect,  and  opinion.  Brother  Mackey,  in  his  Encyclopaddis  of 
Freemasonry,  page  114,  says  : 

**The  Bible  is  used  among  Masons  as  the  symbol  of  the  will  of  God, 
however  it  may  bo  expressed,  and  therefore,  whatever  to  any  j)eople 
expresses  that  will,  may  be  used  as  a  substitute  for  the  Bible  in  a  Masonic 
Lodge.  Thus,  in  a  Lodge  consisting  entirely  of  Jews,  the  Old  Testa* 
ment  alone  may  be  plact'd  upon  the  nltar,  and  Tiirkish  Masons  make 
Qse  of  the  Koran.  Whether  it  be  the  Gospels  to  the  Christian,  the  Pen- 
tateuch to  the  Israelite,  the  Koran  to  the  Mussulman,  or  the  Vedas  to 
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the  Brahmin,  it  every wbero  Mnsonically  conveys  the  same  idea — that  of 
the  symbolism  of  the  Divine  Will  revealed  to  man." 

**  However  strongly  we  may  dinapprove  ol  the  act  of  a  Brother  boast- 
ing ol  infidelity,  and  particularly  when  this  is  done  in  sacb  manner  as 
to  annoy  a  Brother  whose  religions  faith  is  drawn  in  qnestiou  or  criti- 
cised,  yet  complacent,  dignified  silcnco  will  be  a  more  effective  answer 
to  his  foolish  boast  than  any  thing  yon  might  say,  however  wise.*' 

The  Special  GommittAe  to  whom  this  correspondence  was  referred 
report  disapprovingly,  and  their  report  is  mainly  a  repetition  of  the 
opposite  opinions  contained  in  the  address  of  Grand  Master  Wm.  B. 
Thrall  in  1844,  and  those  expressed  in  the  report  of  a  similar  committee 
of  that  year.  We  qnote  these  opinions  below,  giving,  first,  Grand  Mas- 
ter Thrall's  remarks,  followed  by  a  portion  of  the  comments  of  the  com- 
mittee aljaded  to,  viz : 

**It  was  asked  by  a  respectable  Lodge,  whether  'the  denying  the 
divine  authenticity  of  the  Holy  Bible  be  an  offense  against  the  instita- 
tion  of  Masonry  ;  and,  if  so,  what  are  the  prerogatives  of  the  Lodge  in 
sQch  cases?  While  it  is  most  true  that  Masonry  is  not  sectarian  in  its 
character,  and  that  the  established  rules  and  regulations  of  our  Grand 
Lodge  positively  inhibit  all  religious  tests  as  a  prerequisite  to  initiation, 
save  only  the  acknowledgment  of  '  a  steadfast  belief  in  the  existence 
and  perfection  of  Deity,'  it  is  equally  true  that,  were  it  possible  to  wrest 
from  the  'first great  light'  in  Masonry  its  attribute  of  divine  authentici- 
ty, the  very  act  would  overwhelm  the  Order  with  a  visible  and  tangible 
darkness,  eqnaled  only  by  that  which  existed  ere  'the  Spirit  of  God 
moved  upon  the  face  of  the  waters.'  It  is  impossible  to  despoil  onr 
great  moral  and  Masonic  trestle-board  of  its  distinctive  characteristic, 
without  at  the  same  time  rifling  the  work  of  our  Lodges,  our  charges, 
and  our  lectures  of  every  conservative  and  life-giving  principle.  If  the 
Bible  be  not,  indeed,  an  emanation  from  Deity,  then  is  Freemasonry  an 
empty  cheat ;  and  those  who  minister  at  her  altars  accessories  to  fraud 
and  vile  delusion.  True,  we  have  among  us  no  Lodges  exclusively 
Christian,  for  the  reason  that  Masonry  dates  anterior  to  the  Christian 
era,  and  because  her  charity  is  sufficiently  expansive  to  embrace  within 
its  ample  folds,  in  Fraternal  nnison,  the  good  and  true  of  whatever 
name  or  nation.  W^hile  therefore,  Christian  Masons  dedicate  their 
Lodges  to  those  two  eminent  and  sainted  Christian  patrons  who  are 
alwiiys  represented  in  every  regular  and  well-governed  Lodge  by  most 
attract ive^and  pecnliar  hieroglyphics,  our  Jewibh  Brethren  may  at  the 
same  time,  without  let  or  hindrance,  and  without  the  remotest  cause  of 
offense  to  any,  still  commemorate  in  their  Lodges  him  whose  name  is 
the  synonym  of  Wisdom,  and  whose  virtues  are  embalmed  alike  in  the 
hearts  of  all  good  Masons,  whether  Christians  or  the  lineal  descendants 
of  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel.  But  surely  it  could  not  have  been  the 
pnrpose  of  those  great  and  good  men  of  old,  in  laying  thus  broad  the 
loundations  of  our  Order,  to  provide  in  it  a  covert  tor  the  deriding  infi- 
del, or  any  asylum  for  the  dissembling  hypocrite.  And  if,  by  any 
means,  such  have  found  their  way  into  onr  midst,  it  is  the  first  duty  of 
the  Lodge  so  invoked,  by  well  doing,  to  put  to  silence  the  ignorance  of 
foolish  men,  and  to  teach  them  that,  though  free,  they  may  not  use 
their  liberty  for  a  cloak  of  licentiousness.  And  if,  thus  admonished, 
they  refuse  to  be  restrained,  let  them  be  regarded  as  walking  disorderly 
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and  not  after  the  iradiKon  they  have  received  of  qb.  And  if  any  man 
obey  not  oar  word,  note  that  man,  and  have  no  company  with  him,  that 
he  may  be  ashamed." 

After  a  forcible  argument  in  support  of  the  above,  based  apon  the 

rales  and  ceremonies  of  the  Fraternity,  the  Committee  (of  1844)  said  : 

"These  are  but  a  few  of  the  many  evidences  that  might  be  presented 
to  show  how  essential  the  Bible  iH  to  the  existence  of  Masonry.  What, 
then,  18  Masonry  without  the  Bible — the  Bible,  acknowledged  in  the 
truth  of  its  divine  inspiration?  It  is  the  casket  without  the  jewel.  It 
is  the  body  without  the  soul.  It  is  the  world  without  the  sun.  And 
what  might  be  its  value  despoiled  of  this,  its  richest  treasure  and  bright- 
est ornament,  would  not  be  worth  the  trouble  of  a  conjecture. 

**  Your  Committee,  in  their  search  for  grounds  on  which  to  sastain 
an  opposite  opinion,  have  found  nothing  meriting  that  character  unless 
it  be  a  single  clause  in  Section  6  ot  our  Rules  and  Regulations,  the 
language  ot  which  is  that  **no  religious  test  shall  be  required  of  any 
applicant  for  the  benefits  of  Masonry  other  than  a  steadfast  belief  in 
the  exibtence  and  periectinns  of  Deity.'  In  regard  to  this  provision,  it 
is  respectfully  submitted  whether  a  proper  belief  in  the  existence  and 
perfections  of  Deity  does  not  of  necessity  imply  a  bolief  in  the  divine 
authenticity  of  the  Bible,  since  from  that  book  we  derive  the  only  intel- 
ligent and  satisfactory  knowledge  of  Deity  ;  and  whether,  therefore, 
said  clause  was  not  predicated  upon  this  hypothehis.  But  whatever 
interpretation  may  be  given  to  this  provision,  and  granting  that  it 
requires  only  such  a  belief  in  Deity  as  natural  religion  may  afford,  3'onr 
Committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  entitled  to  no  serious  weight  against 
the  abundant  and  clear  tecitimony  furnished  by  the  lectures  and  charges, 
the  authority  of  which  no  well-informed  Mason,  it  is  thought,  will  be 
disposed  to  gainsay  or  resist.' 

We  observe  in  these  minutes  good  evidence  of  prosperity  and  pro- 
gress. 

The  application  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales  for  recog- 
nition, was  referred  to  a  special  committee,  to  report  to  the  next  annoal 
meeting. 

Resolutions  approving  the  course  of  the  Qrand  L<odge  of  Quebec  in 
her  controversy  with  that  of  Scotland,  offered  at  the  last  annual,  and 
then  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  were  reported  apon 
favorably,  and  adopted  at  this  Commuuioatiou. 

The  loUowing  minute  records  the  fact  of 

NO  BEPORT  ON  FOBEION  CO.MMUNIOATTONB. 

The  Grand  Secretary  waited  some  weeks,  expecting  receipt  of  MSS.  of 
Brother  R.  P.  Marvin,  Jr.,  who  was  charged  with  preparation  of  report 
on  the  printed  proc^'edings,  which  were  regularly  forwarded  to  him,  as 
received  during  the  yeiir.  btit  learned  by  letter  from  the  chairman  that 
in  consequence  of  prolonge<1  attendance  at  sick-bed  of  a  sister  at  James- 
town, N.  Y.,  he  was  not  able  to  complete  his  report.  No  other  pro- 
vision having  been  made,  the  proceedings  are  here  closed,  without 
notice  of  the  Grand  Lodges  with  which  we  are  in  correspondence. 

Gkand  Secbbtabt. 
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GRAND   OFFJCEBS: 

M.  W.  Bro.  R.  C.  Lemmon,  re-elected GraDd  Master, 

B.  W.  Bro.  John  D.  Caldwell,  re-elected Grand  Secretary. 

Komber  of  chartered  Lodges 476 

OREGON,  1880. 

Grand  Lodge  met  in  its  Thibtibth  Aonnal  Commonication,  June  14, 
A.  D.  1680,  in  the  City  of  Portland,  Oregon.  M.  W.  Grand  Master  R. 
P.  Earbart  presiding,  and  64  (of  67)  constituent  Lodges  represented. 

The  annual  address  is  an  appropriate  and  well  arranged  executive 
message,  giving  us  a  pretty  full  as  well  as  favorable  view  of  the  workings 
of  our  art  and  its  artizans  in  that,  to  us,  remote  jurisdiction.  He 
speaks  thus  as  to  the 

OENEBAL  WELFABE. 

At  no  time  in  the  history  of  our  State  has  Masonry  stood  higher  in 
the  minds  of  Masons  than  at  the  present  From  one  end  of  the  juris- 
diction to  the  other,  we  bear  of  one  entire  voice  in  condemnation  of  the 
vices  of  gambling  and  drunkenness.  No  longer  are  these  evils  winked 
at.  If  a  Mason  has  made  a  vow,  let  him  stand  by  that  vow,  and  the 
true  and  faithful  will  stand  by  him.  This  disposition  to  adhere  strictly 
to  the  moral  requirements  of  our  Order  has  benefited  our  brethren  in 
another  direction.  Our  Lodges  arc  more  circumspect  as  to  membership 
and  material  than  ever  before.  Never  were  there  so  many  rejections  as 
DOW,  and  this  principle  of  purer  life  among  our  brethren  spreads  over 
the  fraternity  in  every  part  of  ^our  land.  We  can  see  and  feel  it  in  our 
daily  intercourse  with  brethren,  and  realize  it  in  the  happy  and  enter- 
taining countenances  within  the  Lodge-room.  No  other  than  sound 
timber  can  be  used  in  our  buildings,  and  that  which  is  used  as  sound, 
is  now  discarded  the  moment  its  defects  are  known,  and  found  incur- 
able. 

Our  respect  for  one  another  is  greater ;  the  Masonic  standing  of  the 
fiaithful  is  better ;  and  the  principles  of  the  Order  go  out  among  men 
like  the  sun  of  heaven,  with  power  and  beauty,  giving  life  and  happi- 
ness to  every  recipient  of  them. 

We  may  notice  another  feature  of  the  improved  condition  of  things. 
We  are  rapidly  gaining  in  population.  Masons  from  other  States  are 
aeeking  homes  among  us.  These  families  are  a  valuable  acquisition  to 
our  new  State.  In  many  inKtances,  on  their  arrival,  they  seek  out 
Brothers  here  who  are  able  to  give  the  necesHary  information  rcHpecting 
climate,  farms  and  localities.  Here  we  have  presented,  those  who  have 
mutual  confidence  and  respect,  which  could  not  exist  udIchs  brethren 
were  free  from  one  of  the  vices  we  Rpeak  of.  There  is  a  dignity  and  a 
bearing  in  these  canes  that  none  but  reliable  Masons  C4iu  bring  into 
requisition  in  establishing  confidential  Masonic  relations.  Our  Brethren, 
therefore,  are  useful  to  our  new  com  era.  Population  is  what  our  new 
State  needs,  and  to  foster  it  is  a  high  and  honorable  aim. 
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It  must  be  a  sonrce  of  pride  to  oar  Masonic  Btrangers  to  find  here  a 
higher  standard  of  excellence  among  brethren  than  our  isolated  position 
would  indicate  we  possessed.  Bat  so  it  is.  Good  reports  come  from 
every  direction,  and  every  Brother  begins  to  feel  that  be,  himself,  is  an 
element  of  harmony  and  his  mission  is  only  falfiUed  when  he  realizes 
that  he  is  part  of  one  grand  harmonioas  whole. 

Under  this  description  of  the  general  condition,  we  are  of  coarse  pre- 
pared for  the  annoaucement,  made  elsewhere  in  the  address,  and  con- 
firmed by  the  minntes,  that  **  there  has  been  nothing  to  disturb  the 
harmony  of  the  Lodges." 

Every  thing  seems  to  be  prospering  in  Oregon  and  we  discover  no 
cload  in  their  horizon  save  a  trifling  financial  one  disclosed  by  the 
Grand  Officer  *'on  the  right  in  front  of  the  Grand  East,"  when  announc- 
ing a  balance  of  $356,19  due  the  Grand  Treasaror. 

The  Grand  Master  appears  to  be  quite  satisfied  with  the  investment 
in  the  stock  of  the  **  Masonic  Building  Association,"  of  their  $19,404.92 
of  ** Educational  Fund"  accumulations,  and  gives  a  very  favorable 
statement  of  the  value  and  revenues  of  that  association.  This  being 
so,  we  of  course  are  content  to  withdraw  our  intimations  of  caution 
made  last  year. 

His  official  decisions  are  few  and  local  in  their  application,  and  where 
general  usages  are  at  all  involved,  we  find  the  law  applied  in  accordance 
with,  what  we  esteem,  correct  principles. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  reported  approvingly  of  the  coarse 
pursued  by  our  Brethren  of  Cuba  and  with  the  following  recommenda* 
tion,  which  was  concurred  in  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  viz  : 

Your  Committee  rpcommend  that  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge 
of  Oregon  welcome  the  United  Grand  Lodge  of  Colon  and  the  Island 
of  Cuba  to  the  great  family  of  regular  Grand  Lodges  of  Masons. 

Brother  M.  C.  George,  Grand  Orator,  delivered  an  excellent  and 
thoughtful  address,  which  we  have  read  with  pleasure  and  approval, 
save  only  as  to  his  effort  to  restrict  the  origin  or  advent  of  Masonry  to 
the  agency  and  era  of  King  Solomon  (where  did  Hiram  of  Tyre  get  his 
degrees?)  to  which  wo  emphatically  dissent.  We  perfectly  agree,  how- 
ever, with  him  iu  the  following  deductions,  viz  : 

Referring  to  the  period  of  our  Revolution  and  the  establishment  of 
the  American  government  on  republican  principles,  It  is  quite  proper 
to  spe:ik  of  the  influence  of  Masonry.  During  all  this  long  career  of 
time  amid  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  nations  of  the'eiirth,  during  this  long 
period  that  has  witnessed  so  many  revolutions  and  the  upbuilding  and 
downfall  of  so  many  kingdoms  and  empires  and  dynasties,  where  tem- 
poml  power  has  ranged  through  all  intermediates  t>etween  the  wildest 
anarchy  of  democmcy  to  the  unlimited  absolutism  of  tyranny.  Masonry 
has  ever  nursed  the  true  germ  of  republicanism,  until  this  day,  when  it 
is  crj'stalized  into  that  form  of  government  known  as  the  proud  and 
free  nation  of  America.     Masonry  has  ever  been  republican  in  princi- 
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pie,  having  its  foandation  on  that  ^raud  and  popular  idea  of  freedom 
and  eijaality.  It  teaches  those  who  enter  within  its  portals  that  all 
mast  meet  upon  the  level  of  time — that  it  is  the  internal  and  not  the 
external  qualifications  that  merit  distinction,  and  that  through  true 
worth  all  may  share  its  power,  its  honor  and  its  distinction.  Point  not 
to  the  fact  that  the  power  of  the  Master  over  his  Lodge  is  absolute,  or 
nearly  so,  for  all  power  is  absolute  to  the  extent  conferred,  and  all  offi- 
cials of  a  republictin  government  possess  absolute  power  so  far  as  it 
extends,  yet  the  people  are  invested  with  power  to  say  who  shall  and 
who  shall  not  exercise  these  varied  functions. 

The  general 

BEPOBT  OK    COBBESPONDENCE 

is  an  appropriate  review  of  the  proceedings  of  11  American  Grand 
Lodges,  presented  in  Brother  8.  F.  Chadwick's  pleasant  style  of  remark 
and  criticism. 

The  work  of  Alabatua  for  1870— 59th  Annua]  Report— is  very  briefly 
noticed.  He  is  mistaken  in  crediting  us  with  420  Lodgos.  Those  fig- 
ures represented,  in  that  year,  the  whole  number  of  Lodges  chartered, 
of  which  128  were  announced  as  discontinued,  leaving  only  298  work- 
ing Lodges. 

He  alludes  to  Grand  Master  Armstrong's  address  thus  : 

When  an  appeal  is  taken  to  the  Grand  Lodge  by  a  Brother  who  has 
been  suspended  or  expelled  by  a  subordinate  Lodge,  and  the  decision  of 
such  Lodge  reversed  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  the  status  of  such  a  Brother 
is  that  of  an  unuffili»ted  Mason.  The  Grand  Master  thinks  this  rule 
should  be  revised  and  amended.  We  think  so  too.  This  is  punishiug 
a  Brother  when  no  ofifeuse  has  been  committed. 

And  to  this  criticism  we  have  no  objection  to  urge,  on  the  contrary 
approve  it. 

GRAND   OFFICEBS. 

M.  W.  Brother  Rocky  P.  Earhart,  (re-elected) , Gmud  Mfister. 

R.  W.  Brother  F.  J.  Babcock Grand  Secretary. 

Total  of  chartered  Lodges 67 

PENNSYLVANIA,   1880. 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  for  1880.  comes  to 
us  with  its  usual  fullness  of  matter  incident  to  the  varied  financial, 
Ic^slative,  and  judicial  iutore-tts  of  the  Craft  in  that  old  and  thriving 
jurisdiction. 

It  contains  the  minutes  of  quarterly  communications  held  respectively 
March  3d,  June  2d,  September  1st,  and  December  Ist,  together  with 
those  of  the  Grand  Annual  Communication  convened  in  Philadelphia, 
December  27th,  A.  D.  1880. 
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M.  W.  Grand  Master  Michael  Nisbet  presided  and  directed  the  work 
of  the  Craft  at  each  of  those  labors. 

The  quarterly  of  December  1st  was,  as  osnal,  the  business  meeting 
proper,  and  as  such  was  evidently  peculiarly  attractive  to  the  represent- 
atives of  the  lodges— two  hundred  and  forty-six  lodges  having  been 
represented  at  that  meeting,  as  against  sixty-two  represented  at  the 
Annual.  We  find,  too,  the  representation  of  lodges  at  the  September, 
June  and  March  quarterlies  to  have  been  102,  97  and  82  lodges  respec- 
tively. 

In  the  proceedings  of  the  December  quarterly  we  find  the  full  lodge 
returns,  as  also  ample  and  interesting  financial  exhibits.  These  latter 
are  condensed  in  a  final  balance  sheet,  which  is  reproduced  below  as 
showing  at  a  glance  the  real  and  satisfactory  condition  of  their  finances. 
We  could  wish  for  them  the  better  showing,  L  e.  of  their  valuable 
property  unencumbered  by  those  bond  liabilities;  but  **  there's  never  a 
rose  without  a  thorn,*'  and  if  they  are  content  we  may  well  learn  to  be 
satisfied: 

BALANCE  SHEET  GRAND  LODGE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

NOVEMBER  15,  1880. 

Afteb  Closing  Entries  fob  the  Yeab  1880  abe  Made. 


Db. 


Ca. 


Cash 

Due  by  Lodges,  etc. . . 
Stephen  Girard  Char- . 

ity  Fund 

Grand  Lodge  Charity . 

Fund 

Beal  Estate  

Sinking  Fund 


$6,889  26  iDue  to  Lodges..    . . 

20,208  56^  Grand  Lodge  of  Pen 

'I  Masonic  Temple  B. 

61,448  19  ■     Loan,  6  per  cent. . 

Masonic   Temple  B. 

71 ,020  33      Loan,  5  per  cent . . 

1,919.126  95 

2,411  46 


|$2.081,104  69 


$209  83 
794,254  86 

7,050  00 

1.279,500  00 


$2,081,104  G9 


At  the  annual  communication,  besides  other  preliminary  business, 
the  report  on  correspondence  was  received  and  dispot^ed  of,  prior  to  the 
delivery  of  the  annual  address.  This  report  recomu:ended,  and  the 
Grand  Lodge  adopted,  the  following  resolutions,  viz: 

*•  GRAND   LODGE  OF  COLON   AND  THE   ISLAND  OF  CUBA.  ** 


t( 


/?e.Wr«/,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  offers  to  that  Grand 
Lodge  its  fmtcrual  coDgratulationn." 


DAKOTA. 


**  liesolr^l.  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  hereby  extends  to 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Dakota  its  fraternal  recognition,  and  tenders  its 
earnest  wish  for  its  peace  and  prosi>erity." 
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The  difference  in  the  wording  of  these  resolutions  may,  possibly,  be 
explained  by  the  supposition  that  Pennsylvania  had  already  recognized 
the  Grand  Liodge  of  the  Island  of  Cuba,  and  hence  no  new  recognition 
was  proposed.  But  was  it  not,  in  fact,  a  new  recognition  that  was 
required  to  meet  the  facts  of  this  newly  organized  Grand  Body,  consti- 
tuted of  two  previously  antagonistic  organizations,  of  which  Pennsyl- 
vania had,  probably,  recognized  one  of  the  contestants  as  the  legitimate 
Grand  Lodge.  We  think  the  union  perfected  between  Cuba  and  Colon 
obliterated  all  former  organizatious  and  produced  an  entirely  new 
Grand  Lodge  entitled  to  new  and  6i)ecial  recognition.     Are  we  wrong  ? 

Grand  Master  Nisbet's  address  is  characteristically  concise  and  well 
«xpredsed. 

He  gives  a  good  account  of  his  charge,  as  thus: 

The  year  we  are  about  to  close  has  been  a  calm  and  peaceful  one 
within  our  own  borders,  nothing  having  occurred  to  disturb  the 
harmony  of  the  Craft;  nor  has  any  event  occurred  to  disturb  the 
fraternal  relations,  which  existed  at  its  commencement,  with  those 
Grand  Lodges  with  which  we  were  then  in  correspondence. 

The  prospects  for  the  ensuing  year  indicate  greater  prosperity  for 
the  fraternity  than  we  have  enjoyed  in  the  present  one,  which  has  been 
more  prosperous  than  its  predecessor. 

The  Lodges  generally  are  in  good  condition,  although  there  are  a  few 
exceptions  principally  in  the  oil  regions  where  the  population  is 
migratory.  As  the  production  of  oil  decreases  in  one  locality  and  a 
more  productive  one  is  discovered,  so  its  people  remove  from  the  less  to 
the  more  productive  region,  and  in  a  few  days,  comparatively  speaking, 
the  once  prosperous  lodge  is  left  with  barely  sufficient  Brethren  to 
retain  its  organization,  and  with  little  or  no  population  from  which  to 
obtain  an  increase  of  membership.  None  oi  the  lodges  have,  so  lar, 
been  compelled  to  surrender  their  warrants  for  this  reason,  but  a  few 
have  been  badly  crippled. 

Had  visited  sixty-six  lodges,  supervising  work,  correcting  faults,  and 
renowedly  offering  instruction  to  the  officers,  etc. 

He  gives  the  Sib  Obaclb  of  the  lodge,  a  character  generally  known, 
and  too  olten,  alas,  felt  as  an  irresistible  power  for  evil,  a  good  hit  in 
the  following  remarks,  viz: 

In  endeavoring  to  repress  errors,  we  have  had  in  many  lodges  to 
overcome  the  belief  that  they  had  the  correct  work.  It  is  the  exception 
where  a  lodge  does  not  enjoy  the  possession  of  an  oracle— generally 
self-constituted — who  fosters  this  belief,  and  who  by  his  assurance  and 
pertinacity  forces  his  instruction  on  each  successive  set  of  officers  An 
imperfect  recollection  of  what  he  did  when  Worshipful  Master,  with  a 
few  of  what  he  considers  improvements  on  the  prosaic  work  of  this 
jurisdiction,  thrown  in  to  make  it  more  palatable,  he  lays  down  as  the 
true  work.  If  the  Grand  Master  declares  any  portion  of  it  erroneous, 
the  oracle's  pride  is  wounded,  his  veracity  is  considered  impeached. 
He  subsequently  disarms  criticism  of  his  work  by  his  Brethren  by 
declaring  that  each  Grand  Master  has  a  work  of  his  own,  which  accounts 

18 
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for  the  difference,  and  in  a  positive  way  reaffirms  his  former  statements 
that  his  work  is  precisely  the  sume  as  was  done  in  the  lodge  when  he 
was  made  a  Mason.  His  positiveness  has  its  effect  upon  his  officers^ 
They  believe  in  him,  and  become  so  wedded  to  his  teachings,  that  the 
admonitions  and  instructions  of  the  Grand  Master  fall  unheeded, 
becanse  they  think  his  saccessor  will  change  them.  This  barrier  to 
instruction,  we  are  pleased  to  say,  is  gradually  giving  away,  and  we 
hope  by  the  end  of  another  year  will  have  disappeared  forever. 

The    Grand    Master's  address  is  full  of  interesting    matter    tersely 

expressed    and    systematically    arranged,  but    we    cannot  follow  bim 

further  than  to  extract  the  following  well  merited  tribute  to  their  late 

Grand  Secretary,  viz: 

The  voluntary  retirement  of  our  venerable  Brother  John  Thomson 
from  the  station  of  Grand  Secretary,  which  he  so  ably  filled  for  a 
period  of  over  fourteen  years,  and  in  which  we  would  so  gladly  have 
continued  him,  has  caused  a  pang  of  regret  to  all,  but  more  particularly 
to  those  whose  official  positions  have  thrown  them  into  more  intimate 
relations  with  him.  Throughout  his  long  and  active  career  as  a  Mason, 
his  wisdom  and  integrity,  and  his  faithful  adherence  to  all  that 
Masonry  could  ask  or  his  Brethren  expect  of  him,  has  so  endeared  him 
to  OS  all,  that  we  sincerely  hope  that,  although  he  has  severed  his  official 
connection,  he  may  be  permitted  to  meet  with  us  for  many,  many 
years,  and  give  us  the  benefit  of  his  counsel  and  experience. 

Another  excellent  paper  is  presented  in  these  minutes  in  the  inaugural 
address  of  Bro.  Nisbet's  successor,  M.  W.  Samuel  B.  Dick,  who  was 
installed  Grand  Master  at  this  annual  communication,  while,  at  the 
same  time,  his  predecessor,  M.  W.  Michael  Nisbet,  was  similarly 
inducted  into  the  responsible  office  of  Grand  Secretary. 

The  death  of  M.  W.  P.  G.  M.  Joseph  B.  Chandler  was  announced, 
and  appropriate  memorial  recognition  recorded  of  his  career  of  excep- 
tional usefulness,  of  high  character  and  of  a  stainless  reputation,  distin- 
guished as  a  statesman,  and  a  true  philanthropist 

Bro.  Richard  Vaux,  for  the  committee,  presented  the 

BEPOBT  ON  COBBESPONDKNCE, 

and  it  is,  just  what  we  expected  from  its  author,  full  of  interest  and 
instruction.  He  reviews  the  proceedings  of  fifty* three  American  Grand 
Lodges,  giving,  as  well  as  to  others,  those  of  Alabama  for  1879  appro- 
priate space  and  comment. 

One  portion  of  Brother  Vaux's  annual  deliverances  in  this  department 
is  always  specially  attractive  to  us,  and  that  is  what  we  may  properly 
term  his  salutatory.  His  reports  are  preceded  by  a  chapter  of  salnta- 
tions  to  his  Brethren  of  the  reportorial  department,  intermingled  with 
many  judicious  remarks  on  the  controversial,  or  otherwise  specially 
prominent,  topics  of  the  day. 

In  this  report,  among  other  interesting  and  suggestive  thoughts,  he 
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refeiB  in  words  of  wisdom,  and  with  kindly  suggestions,  to  the  pending 
jarisdictional  controversies  among  Grand  Lodges.  We  shall  not  pre- 
tend to  give  with  any  precision  his  opinions  on  this  subject,  bat  will 
content  ourselves  with  a  few  extracts  as  indices  of  his  views  on  the  gen- 
eral topic,  and  also  add  a  paragraph  giving  the  conclusions  which  gov 
em  him,  and  prevail  in  his  Grand  Lodge,  in  the  matter  of  the  recogni- 
tion of  new  Grand  Lodges,  within  whose  territories  Lodges  exist  which 
do  not  recognize  their  authority.  In  these  latter  views  we  can  not  fully 
concur  with  him,  but  will  not  now  attempt  to  controvert  his  conclu- 
sions. We  quote  as  follows,  regretting  that  our  necessarily  limited 
extracts  give  but  a  faint  reflection  of  the  thought  and  reasonings  of  the 
author : 

May  it  not  be  said  that,  after  all,  even  in  the  commonwealth    of  Ma 
sonic  thought,  error  will  £fide  away  under  the  light  of   those  kin  dly 
affectionate  rays  of  persuasive  Masonic  Truth.     Is  it  not,  dear  Brethren 
only  a  small  matter,  after  all,  that  separates  you  from  each  other.    You 
in  the  amplitude  of  your  Masonic  power,  established  in  an  open  terri 
tory  a  Lodge  under  your  Grand  Lodge  jurisdiction,  for  then  and  there 
no  other  Grand  Lodge  had  existence  or  exclusive  authority.     Since  then 
other  Lodges  having  been  established,  now  a  Grand  Lodge  is  formed, 
which  claims  exclusive  authority  over  Lodges  located  within  her  Masonic 
boundaries.     One,  or  it  may  be  more,  of  the  Lodges  originally  chartered 
and  located  in  the  geographical  location,  which  is  now  a  Masonic  juris- 
diction^ refuses  to  acknowledge  that  Grand  Lodge  authority,  and  claims 
to  owe  allegiance  to  the  Grand  Lodge  that  erected  it     Thus  in  a  Masonic 
jurisdiction,  one,  or  perchance  more  Grand  Lodges  of  the  Graft,  claim 
to  exercise  Masonic  jurisdiction,  and  either  claim,  or  accept  the  Masonic 
allegiance  of  Lodges  refusing  to  recognize  the  supreme  authority  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  territory  in  which  these  subordinate  Lodges  are  still 
located. 

This  ought  not  to  be.  It  can  not  be,  if  Grand  Lodge  sovereignty  is 
the  inherent  faculty  of  Grand  Lodge  supremacy.  There  can  not  exist  a 
divided  Masonic  authority  within  itself.  To  hate  the  one  and  love  the 
other,  as  of  old,  is  the  outcome  of  trying  to  serve  two  masters. 

The  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  merits  the  highest  Masonic 
gratification.  It  is  the  shout  of  harmony  crying  over  the  waves  of  the 
sea,  peace  to  the  Brethren  in  Quebec — yea,  far  more  than  this  comes  in 
the  message  of  harmony  and  unity— it  invokes  those  Grand  Lodges  of 
the  United  States  which  yet  hold  out  against  a  like  fraternal  '*  unity  of 
the  spirit  in  the  bonds  of  peace,*'  to  be  of  one  heart  and  of  one  mind 
in  Freemasonry. 

We  venture,  therefore,  in  this  spirit  of  harmony,  may  we  be  allowed 
to  invoke  this  spirit  only  when  we  say  to  our  Brethren  of  Missouri,  to 
exercise  the  most  Fraternal  influences  to  induce  its  Subordinate  Lodge 
which  yet  holds  a  charter  from  your  Grand  Lodge  in  the  jurisdiction  of 
New  Mexico,  to  return  it  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri,  and  submit 
itself  to  the  allegiance  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  whose  jurisdiction  it  lives 
and  works  and  has  its  being. 

We  have  been  most  reluctantW  withheld  from  asking  our  Grand  Lodge 
to  recognize  so-ealled  Grand  Lodges  which  are  unable  to  show  their 
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sapreme  Masonic  control  over  the  territory  they  claim  demarks  their 
jorisdiction. 

We  also,  in  part,  reproduce  his 

CONCLUSION. 

We  have  concladed  oar  labor  for  this  year.  The  hoars  devoted  to  it 
have  been  well  spent.  The  pleasure  d<'rived  from  reading  the  views  and 
opinions  of  our  enteemed  and  distinKuisbed  Hrethren  who  represent  our 
Bister  Grand  Lodges,  has  fully  repaid  the  time  occupied.  There  is  so 
much  to  rejoice  the  true  Mason  in  the  addresses  of  the  Most  Worshipful 
Grand  Manters,  the  orations  of  Grand  Orators,  and  the  carefully  thought- 
out  criticisms  of  the  Chairmen  of  Committees  on  Foreign  Correspond- 
ence, that  he  who  fails  to  find  a  reward  in  the  performance  of  the  duty 
of  ** Committee  on  Correspondence,"  would  be  better  pleased  with  **the 
work  of  the  floor.**  Possibly  such  an  one,  if  such  an  one  there  be,  is  a 
materialist,  or  he  might  prefer  to  "quarry  stone,"  or  cut  the  timber, 
or  float  it  to  its  destination,  or  carve  the  ornamentation  of  the  Temple. 

We  delight  in  the  quiet  investigation  of  the  mental  labor  of  our 
Brethren  of  the  Committees  on  Correspondence.  We  salute  them  indi- 
vidually, in  concluding  this  report,  with  the  assurance  of  our  fraternal 
affection.  We  do  not  bid  them,  farewell.  No !  there  is  to  us  no  sweet 
sorrow  on  parting  from  them,  even  for  a  season,  —it  is  best  expressed, 
as  a  temporary,  but  sincere  regret. 

OBAND  OFFICERS. 

M.  W.  Brother  Samuel  B.  Dick Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Brother  Michael  Nisbet,  (P.  G.  M.)  Grand  Secretary. 

Number  of  Lodges 376 

PRINCE  EDWARD  ISLAND,  1880. 

These  minutes  record  the  transactions  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Prince 
Edward  Island,  at  its  semi-Annual  Communication  held  December  17th, 
1880,  and  of  the  Fifth  Annual  convened  Thursday,  June  24th,  A.  D.  1881. 
The  first  was  held  at  the  town  of  Summernide  and  the  latter  at  Chab- 
LOTTE  town,  and  at  both  M.  W.  Grand  Master  John  Yeo  presided. 
Nine  Lodges  were  represented  at  the  former,  and  ten  at  the  annual. 

The  Grand  Address  is  as  usual  quite  appropriate,  and  gives  a  clear 
and  concise  statement  of  his  administrative  acts.  He  hints  at  "differ- 
ences unhappily  existing  amongst  us,'*  and  thus  appeals  to  his  hearers 
in  the  interest  of  harmony  : 

If  we  disagree  as  to  any  measure  or  measures,  let  us  diff'er  as  Breth- 
ren should,  and  in  all  our  considerations  let  us  be  inspired  with  that 
noble  emulation  of  who  can  best  work  and  best  agree. 

I  feel  that  at  this  time  it  is  necesstiry  that  an  extra  exertion  should  be 
made  by  those  who  have  the  good  of  Masonry  at  heart,  as  I  am  under 
the  impression  that  there  is  a  liikewarmucss  and  apathy  existing  amongst 
us,  which  must  be  overcome  if  we  wish  our  institution  to  flourish. 
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Oar  jnrisdiction  is  limited  in  extent,  with  few  Lodges,  and  the  mem- 
bership necensarily  small ;  therefore  the  greater  reason  that  harmony 
and  unanimity  should  prevail  and  that  all  should  give  a  helping  hand. 

He  announces  among  other  appointments  of  that  description,  that  of 
BroUier  Groorge  P.  Harrison  as  Grand  Representative  of  Alabama. 

Annonnces  only  two  decisions,  one  of  which  relates  to  a  mooted  ques* 
tioD  and  is  as  follows  : 

Ist.  A  brother  who  has  been  indefinitely  suspended  can  be  restored 
to  membership  by  a  majority  vote  of  the  Lodge  at  any  regular  commu- 
nication, notice  having  been  given  at  a  previous  regular  communication 
that  a  motion  to  that  effect  would  bo  made. 

He  expresses  regret,  and  speaks  instructively,  on  the  subject  of  N.  P. 
of  Dues  Suspensions,  thus  : 

I  regret  that  the  suspensions  for  non-payment  of  duds  have  not 
decreased.  There  are  instances  where  no  doubt  it  may  be  necessary  to 
Bnspend.  but  I  fear  that  in  some  cases  at  least.  Lodges  in  inflicting  this 
penalty  lose  sight  of  the  principle  taught  by  the  third  round  of  Jacob's 
ladder.  It  should  be  remembered  that  a  suspended  brother  is  deprived 
of  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  masonry,  and  that  no  Lodge  has  the 
right  of  conferring  any  of  these  privileges  until  the  brother  is  legally 
restored  to  good  standing  ;  therefore  the  case  should  be  carefully  dealt 
with  before  the  verdict  is  pronounced. 

At  the  semi-annual  the  B.  W.  Grand  Secretary  was  rather  harshly, 
and  we  think  quite  unnecessarily  censured,  for  publishing,  in  his  annual 
report,  a  compilation  of  decisions  as  an  appendix  to  the  minutes,  to 
which  censure  he  thus  modestly  replies  : 

As  a  means  of  giving  the  officers  of  the  Subordinate  Lodges  the  views 
of  other  Grand  Lodges  on  difiereut  questions  of  Masonic  Jurisprudence, 
I  appended  to  the  proceedings  "A  Digest  of  Decisions,"  compiled 
from  their  journals.  At  the  semi-annuul  communication  there  was  a 
disposition  shown  to  find  fault  with  me  for  having  published  the  same 
without  the  express  sanction  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  a  motion  was 
made  to  that  effect,  as  appears  by  the  minutes.  In  explaining  my 
motive  for  doing  so,  I  can  not  do  better  than  quote  the  words  of  B.  W. 
Brother  William  P.  Innes,  Grand  Secretary  of  Grand  Lodge  of  Michigan, 
in  his  report  on  Foreign  (Correspondence,  1880 :  '*  At  the  close  of  our 
review  we  append  a  compilation  of  the  Decisions  made  in  our  sister 
jarisdiotions  by  their  Grand  Masters,  which  will  be  found  of  great  value 
to  the  presiding  officers  of  our  Subordinate  Lodgns." 

The  Grand  Secretary  acknowledges  receipt  of  the  proceedings  of 
Alabama  for  1879. 

OBAND  OFFICEB8. 

M.  W.  Brother  John  Yeo,  (re-electod) Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Brother  George  W.  Wakeford.  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Number  of  chartered  Lodges 19 
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QUEBEC,   1881. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Twelfth  Aonual  Gommanication  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Qaebec,  held  at  Montreal,  September  28th,  A.  D.  1881, 
or  rather  that  portion  containing  the  Grand  Master*B  address  and 
accompanying  correspondence,  are  before  us,  and  we  note  with  gratifi- 
cation its  confirmation  of  the'  mmored  settlement  of  the  **  Scotland- 
Qaebec"  controversy  as  attested  by  the  following: 

PROCLAMATION. 

THE  GRAND  LODGE  OF  QUEBEC,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 

OfiIce  of  the  Gbamd  Master. 

Richmond,  P.  Q.,  Odober  14,  1880. 

To  all  Brethren  of  obedience  to  ihe  M.  W.  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  of  the  Province  of  Quebec,  and  to  all  whom  the 
fdbicing  may  concern  : 

Be  it  known  vnto  you  all.  That  it  has  been  daly  commnuicated  to  me 
that  the  committees  recently  appointed  by  the  M.  W.  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Qaebec,  and  by  the  R.  W.  the  District  Grand  Lodge  of  Montreal, 
Scottish  Constitution,  have  met  and  have  happily  and  nnanimoosly 
agreed  npon  proposals  for  the  adjnstment  of  differences  hitherto 
existing;  and  embodying  among  other  important  principles  of  final 
settlement  of  the  same,  that  the  three  private  lodges  in  the  said  city, 
heretofore  under  the  jarisdiction  of  the  M.  W.  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Scotland,  do  become  of  obedience  to  the  M.  W.  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Qaebec.  And  it  having  been  further  officially  communicated  to  me 
that  the  aforesaid  District  Grand  Lodge  has  unanimously  approved  of 
the  said  terms  and  conditions  of  final  settlement  of  the  said  differences; 
and  that  the  aforesaid  private  lodges,  under  its  immediate  jurisdiction, 
namely,  the  Elgin,  the  Argyle  and  the  King  Solomon,  have  happily 
declared  their  adherence  to,  and  acceptance  of,  the  aforesaid  proposals 
of  adjnstment  and  final  settlement  of  the  said  differences,  on  the 
conditions  therein  set  forth,  npon  the  same  being  duly  ratified  and 
confirmed  by  ^e  Grand  Lodge  of  Qaebec.  Therefore,  be  it  known 
unto  you  all,  that  by  virtue  of  the  power  vested  in  me  as  the  Grand 
Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  I  do  hereby  revoke  and  annul  the  proclamation  and  interdict 
anent  the  said  differences,  issued  by  the  Grand  Master  of  Quebec,  of 
date  June  21,  1878;  and  the  said  edict  is  hereby  revoked  and  annulled 
nntil  such  time  as  further  action  thereanent  shall  be  taken  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  or  the  Grand  Master  of  Quebec. 

Of  alx.  which,  you,  and  all  others  whom  the  said  proclamation  and 
interdict  may  in  any  way  concern,  shall  take  due  notice  and  govern 
yourselves  accordingly. 

Witness  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec,  and 
the  attestation  of  the  Grand  Secretary  thereof,  at  Richmond,  P.  Q.,  this 
14th  day  of  October,  A.  L.  5880,  and  A.  D.  1880. 

,  ^^  ,  JOHN  H.  GRAHAM, 

\  Seal  [  Grand  Master  G.  L.  cf  QiM6ec 

<  ^-v-  >     Attest,  JOHN  H.  ISAAC^SON, 

Grand  Secy,  of  G.  L.  cf  Quebec, 
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Thus  the  greater  cload  has  been  removed,  but  stilT  the  skies  of  her 
jarisdictional  horizon  are  not  entirely  clear,  for  there  yet  remains  the 
lesser  obscaration  reflected  back  from  England,  and  this  trouble  ,thoagh 
not  shaping  itself  into  aotaal  antagonism,  is  still  important  enough  to 
claim  Uie  Grand  Master's  (M.  W.  Jno.  H.  Graham,  L.  L.  D.)  best 
efforts  to  reason  the  mother  Grand  Lodge  of  England  oat  of  her,  really 
untenable,  position  of  continuing  to  exercise  concurrent  jurisdiction  in 
Quebec.  Grand  Master  Graham's  letters  (printed  in  this  volume)  to  the 
M.  W.  Grand  Master  (the  Prince  of  Wales)  of  England,  are  models  of 
clear  reasoning  and  forcible  illustration,  and  will  undoubtedly  accom- 
plish their  object  in  forcing  England  to  do  in  Quebec  what  she  requires 
others  to  do  in  her  own  territory. 

We  extract  a  portion  of  Grand  Master  Graham's  argument  on  the 
topic  because  of  its  apt  and  unanswerable  illustration  of  his  claim,  and 
of  its  foundation  principle,  the  doctrine  of  exclusive  Grand  Iiodge 
sovereignty: 

THE  GRAND  LODGES  OF  ENGLAND  AND  QUEBEC. 

Perfectly  to  complete  our  destined  work,  there  alone  remains  the 
final,  constitutional  adjustment  of  our  relations  to  the  mother  Grand 
Lodge  of  England,  and  the  fraternal  adhesion  to  this  Grand  Lodge,  of 
her  three  daughter  lodges — the  St.  Paul,  the  St.  George,  and  the  St. 
Lawrence— still  existing  within  the  limits,  of  our  recognized,  sovereign 
jurisdiction. 

OONDinONAli  BECOONmON   OFFERED. 

In  response  to  our  application  for  recognition  and  the  interchange  of  * 
Grand  Representatives,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  did  formally 
offer  recognition  to  this  Grand  Lodge,  with  the  reservation  that  the 
three  lodges  of  her  constitution  within  our  territory  should  be  permitted 
to  continue  at  their  will  on  the  Registry  and  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  England;  and  at  the  same  time  reminding  us  that 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  **  Canada  "  had  formerly  accepted  recognition  from 
£lngland  on  the  same  conditions. 

COMDmONAIi  BECOONinON    DECLINED. 

1.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  most  respectfully  declined  to  accept 
such  conditional  recognition  from  England,  nolding  that  she  was  and  is 
jostly  entitled  to  have  and  to  exercise  exclusive  sovereign  jurisdiction 
over  every  regular  lodge  of  Freemasons  situated  within  the  geographical 
limits  of  the  Province  of  Quebec;  that  as  a  regularly  constituted  and 
duly  recognized  Grand  Lodge,  Que6ec  **  hufully  occupies  "  the  whole  of  the 
Territory  of  this  Province  ;  and  that,  since  October  20,  1869,  no  portion  of 
it  Masonically  belongs,  or  can  rightfully  belong,  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
England  or  to  any  of  her  daughter  lodges  here,  either  by  prior  private 
lodge  institution,  or  othervoise:  and  that  it  was  and  is  the  bounden  duty 
of  Uie  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  either  to  recall  the  warrants  of  hex 
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daagbter  loclges  here,  or  that  these  lodges  shoald  become  of  obedience 
to  this  Grand  Lodge,  or  that  *' Quebec  "  shoald  ^exercise  her  exclusive 
sovereign  authority  thereanent. 

He  qnotes  the  constitational  provisions,  thereanent,  of  England  and 
Scotland,  and  dedaces  therefrom  a  forcible  illnstration  of  the  preroga- 
tive claimed  by  Quebec,  as  well  as  the  antiquity  of  the,  so  called, 
*'  American  doctrine": 

THE  QBAND  LODGE  OF  ENGLAND. 

Hence,  it  appears  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  the  premier 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  world,  in  promulgating  the  * •  Conhtitutions  of 
Fbee  and  Accepted  Masons/'  enunciated  in  her  Grand  Lodge  Consti- 
tution, as  a  fundamental  law,  that  *'no  lodge"  within  the  limits  of 
what  was  formerly  the  Kingdom  of  EnglHud  (no  matter  when  estab- 
lished, whether  before  or  after  her  own  formation),  **  shall  be  acknovd- 
edged*'  as  a  regular  lodge  of  Freemasons  ;  **nor*'  shall  **any  of"  the 
♦*  members"  thereof  **6c  entitled  to  partake  of  the  general  cfiariiy"  even 
{in  extremis?  ),  nor  to  partake  of  or  participate  in  any  ** other  Masonic 
privilege  "  whatever,  **  unless  said  lodge  has  been  regularly  constituted 
and  registered'*  on  the  registry  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England! 

EXCLUSIVE  SOVEBEIGNTT  OF  THE  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ENGLAND. 

The  above  is  a  clear,  distinct  and  nnambignous  declaration  of  the 
inherent  right  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  to  have  and  to  exercise 
exclusive  sovereign  authority  over  every  regular  lodge  of  Freemasons 
within  what  was  formerly  the  Kingdom  ot  England;  and  also  of  her 
right  and  didy  to  put  beyond  the  pale  of  acknowledgment  and  corres- 
pondence, every  lodge  within  her  territorial  limits,  which  is  not  of  her 
own  obedience,  and  to  deprive  the  members  of  any  lodge,  not  on  her 
registry,  of  every  Masonic  privilege  whatever,  even  of  the  general 
charity;  declaring,  in  fact,  any  such  lodge  to  be  an  irregular  or  clandeS' 
tine  lodge. 

Here,  then,  is  the  doctrine  of  Grand  Lodge  sovereignty  in  the  consti- 
tution of  the  premier  Grand  Lodge  of  the  world,  and  her  method  of 
dealing  with  lodges  within  her  territory  which  do  not  acknowledge  her 
undivided  sovereign  authority  ! ! 

EXCLUSrVE~SOVEBEIGNTY  OF  THE  GEAND  LODGE   OF  SCOTLAND. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  (like  the  Grand  Lodge  ot  England,  in 
England)  *  *  uneguimcxUly  and  emfthitically  affirms  her  right  to 
exercise  absolute  and  exdnsi'^e  juripdiction  overall  lodges  of  Freemasons 
situated  within  the  limits  of  what  was  formerly  the  Kingdom  of 
Scotland,  whether  said  lodges  be  of  **  immemorial  constitution  "  (as 
**  Melrose")  or  of  *' exterior"  Grand  Lodge  constitution,  past,  present, 
or  future;  and  her  practice,  within  her  own  territory,  consistently 
corresponds  with  her  professions. 

THEIB  TEBRITOBIAL  80\'EBEIGNTT  HrfHEBTO   UNCHALLENGED. 

These  principles,  common  to  the  constitutions  of  the  Grand  Lodges 
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of  England  and  Scotland,  have,  since  their  enunciation,  remained 
nncballenged  as  correct  statements  of  the  "ancient  constitutions," 
relating  to  the  rights,  privileges,  prerogatives,  and  governance  of  Grand 
Lodges  (re  exclasive  sovereignty),  and  they  are  so  held  and  acted  upon 
even  now  within  their  ancient  territorial  limits,  by  these  Grand  Lodges 
respectively,  although  there  does  not  now  exist  a  separate  **Kingdom 
of  England,''  or  a  "  Kingdom  of  Scotland,"  but  instead  thereof,  **  The 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain''  (and  "Ireland,"  since  the  union 
therewith  of  the  latter). 

It  therefore  clearly  appears  that  the  principle  of  coincidence  (or 
ooterminousness)  of  political  and  Masonic  boundaries  is  an  acknowl- 
edged law  of  the  British  constitutions;  that  the  jurisdiction  of  each 
Grand  Lodge  is  exclusive  within  its  geographical  limits;  that  each  of 
these  Grand  Lodges  is  absolutely  sovereign;  and  that  each  of  them  may 
and  does  enforce  Us  terriiorial,  exclusive  sovereign  authority  by  the  most 
extreme  Masonic  penalties  against  all  lodges  existing  within  their  bound- 
aries in  contravention  to,  or  in  violation  thereof. 

EXCLUSIVE  OBAND  LODOB  SOVEBEIONTT. 

The  doctrine  of  Exclusive  Grand  Lodge  Sovereignty  is  not,  therefore, 
as  has  been  flippantly  said,  a  Masonic  "Yankee  notion,"  nor  can  it 
properly  be  culled  an  "  American  doctrine,"  although  so  generally 
accepted,  and  admirably  applied,  with  most  beneficial  results  to  the 
Craft,  throughout  the  United  States  and  the  Dominion  of  Canada;  but 
it  is  the  doctrine  of  the  ancient  constitutions — a  part  of  the  unalterable 
body  of  true  and  genuine  Freemasonry,  which  must  be  forever  upheld 
and  maintained. 

Number  of  Lodges 60 

RHODE   ISLAND.  1880. 

The  proceedings  received  are  for  the  '^  year  ending  May  1 7th,  A.  D. 
1880,"  and  includes  those  of  a  semi-annual  communication  held 
November  17th,  A.  D.  1879.  A  Special  was  held  May  12th,  1880,  (a 
ceremonial,  constituting  Orpheus  Lodge  No.  36,  and  of  course  abound- 
ing in  musical  expression  consonant  to  the  classic  fame  of  the  master  of 
the  lyre).  The  Grand  Annual  (the  Ninetieth)  convened  May  17th, 
1880,  in  Providence. 

Present,  at  the  latter,  "M.  W.  Edward  L.  Freeman,  Grand  Master  of 
Masons,  and  other  officers  and  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge,"  (thirty- 
four  lodges  represented). 

The  Grand  Secretary's  report  and  that  of  the  finance  committee,  have 
precedence  in  this  record,  and  give  assurance  of  a  moderate  surplus  of 
revenues  over  expenditures. 

A  brief  report  on  Corbespondence  gives  the  views  of  that  committee 
and  the  information  they  had  collected  in  reference  to  Cuba,  Quebec, 
Manitoba,  and  France. 

In  reference  to  the  latter,  they  give  information  as  to  the  secession 
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from  the  **  Grand  Lodge  Symboliqae  Ecoss&is"  of  eleven  lodges, 
which  assatne  the  name  of  '*The  Grand  Lodge  Symboliqae  Independ- 
ante,*'  thas  making/our  Grand  Bodies  now  claiming  control  of  symbolic 
Masonry  in  Fsamcb.  It  does  not  appear,  however,  that  the  opinions  of 
the  new  claimant  are  any  less  repngnant  to  the  American  Grand  Lodge 
reverence  for  God  than  those  of  its  predecessors  of  that  Godless 
fraternity. 

As  to  Gaba,  they  commend  the  "anion*'  and  recommend  recognition, 
which  was  cordially  approved  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Grand  Master  Freeman's  address  is  an  appropriate  execative  message, 
aboanding  in  interesting  local  details  bat  allading  to  no  matter  of 
general  concernment  not  heretofore  noticed  by  as  in  reporting  apon 
other  jarisdictions. 

He  speaks  hopefally,  and  says  '*  the  prospects  of  oar  beloved  institu- 
tion are  growing  brighter,"  etc.    Then  adds: 

In  some  lodges  where  there  have  been  piqnes  and  jealoasies,  and 
apparently  considerable  friction,  peace  and  harmony  have  been  restored. 
In  some,  where  labor  had  ceased,  and  for  two  or  three  years  not  a  single 
new  Brother  had  been  added,  work  has  been  recommenced.  Though 
oar  membership  has  decreased,  and  232  less  Masons  are  apon  the  rolls 
of  the  lodges  than  a  year  ago,  yet  in  most  cases  the  loss  is  more 
apparent  than  real.  A  name  on  a  roll  adds  no  strength  to  a  lodge  if  it 
is  simply  a  name.  Many  dry  and  withered  branches  have  been  cat  off 
from  onr  Masonic  tree;  many  members  who  had  a  name  to  live  and 
were  practically  dead,  inasmuch  as  neither  by  word  or  deed  did  they  do 
anything  for  the  benefit  of  the  Craft,  have  been  dropped  from  oar  rolls, 
and  the  result  has  been  that  the  remaining  Brethren  have  had  their 
love  revived,  have  taken  a  now  and  fresh  interest  in  the  aflbirs  of  the 
lodge;  and  I  believe  to-day  oar  lodges  are  really  stronger,  more  reliable 
for  the  truth  and  the  right,  than  in  the  so-called  palmy  days,  when 
candidates  flocked  to  their  doors  by  scores,  and  Masons  were  made  or 
rather  rushed  through  the  three  degrees  with  almost  lightning  speed. 

One  dispensation,  for  a  new  lodge,  issued  by  the  Giand  Master,  and 
a  charter  for  it,  under  name  of  >le6tell  Lodge,  authorized  by  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

OBAMD  OFTICEBS. 

M.  W.  Brother  Edward  Livingston  Freeman  (re-elected).  .Grand Master. 

R.  W.  Brother  Edwin  Baker,  re-elected Grand  Secretary. 

Number  of  Lodges 37 

SOUTH  CAROLINA,  1880. 

We  welcome  the  neatly  printed,  compact,  volume  of  proceedings  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  South  Carolina  for  1880. 
The  report  before  us  gives  details  of  Four  Special  Communications 
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held  respectively— one  June  22d  to  attend  the  ceremonial  of  laying  the 
comer  stone  of  the  monument  commemorative  of  the  battle  of  **  King's 
Mountain.*'  Grand  Lodge  convened  at  Yorkville,  near  the  **  field,"  on 
the  22d,  for  the  purpose  of  moving  in  procession  on  the  23d,  the  cen- 
tennial anniversary  of  the  battle,  **to  the  site  of  the  monament,  sixteen 
miles  distant,"  and  there  performing  the  work  assigned  them. 

One  the  24th  of  Jnne,  when  another  special  service  was  required  to 
dedicate  the  Hall  of  Recovery  Lodge  No.  31. 

Another  special  was  held  August  Uth,  and  was  dedicated  to  the  cere- 
monial of  laying  the  corner  stone  of  the  building  owned  by  the  Agri- 
cnltoral  Society  of  South  Carolina. 

And  the  last  convened  at  Spartanburg,  October  the  7th,  to  engage  in 
the  ceremonial  of  laying  the  comer  stone,  on  that  centennial  anniver- 
sary of  an  event  so  potent  of  good  to  the  then  infant  republic,  of  the 
monument  in  commemoration  of  the  ''Battle  of  the  Cowpens." 

AU  of  these  ceremonials  were  conducted  with  true  Masonic  dignity 
and  propriety,  while  the  last,  from  the  National  importance  attaching 
to  the  event  it  commemorated,  and  the  general  participation  in  the  work 
and  sympathy  in  its  associations  of  many  notable  Masonic  (and  civic 
as  well)  Representatives  of  the  original  Thirteen  States,  is  marked  as 
an  occasion  of  transcendant  importance  and  significance. 

These  proceedings  rehearse  only  the  Masonic  work  done  on  such 
occasion,  and  thus  give  but  little  indication  of  the  great  demonstration 
of  patriotic  enthusiasm  called  forth  by  the  two  centennials,  especially 
the  last  named. 

We  make  specitU  note  of  the  fact  that  at  each  of  these  special  com- 
mnnications  the  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  "on  the^r«( 
degree  in  Masonry." 

At  the  Annual  (its  104th)  held  at  Charleston,  Tuesday,  December  14, 
1880,  however,  the  opening  was  in  ''Amplb  hht^n  on  the  tliird  degree  in 
Masonry." 

M.  W.  Grand  Master  Augustine  T.  Smythe  presided  over  the  Craft  at 
each  of  these  meetings. 

At  the  Annoal  we  note  the  presence  of  all  Grand  Officers  and  the 
Bepresentatives  of  1.S3  Lodges. 

The  address  of  Grand  Master  Smythe  is  well  written  and  appropriate 
in  all  respects,  save  the  objection  we  shall  hereafter  note. 

He  rehearses  the  ceremonial  work,  and  bis  other  administrative  duties 
of  the  year,  without  any  attempt  at  rhetorical  effect ;  indeed,  we  think, 
all  too  briefly,  as  regards  the  important  historical  significance  of  some 
of  the  work  he  was  called  upon  to  participate  in. 

He  rejoices  in  the  settlement  of  the  controversies  hitherto  pending  in 
Manitoba,  .Quebec,  [Minnesota,  and  Dakota,  while  he  regrets  the  nnset- 
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tied  ones  between  New  York  and  Connecticut,  and  Missonri  and  New 
Mexico  ;  expressing  at  the  same  time  very  decided  opinions  against  any 
attempt  to  disregard  the  law  or  right  of  exclosive  Grand  Lodge  jnrindic- 
tion. 

He  speaks  pleasantly  cf  the  improved  condition  of  their  finances, 
attributing  to  Past  Grand  Master  DeSaossare,  their  volanteer  and 
unpaid  financial  agent,  much  credit  for  this  improvement. 

He  represents  the  Cnift  as  prospering,  and  in  his  visits  to  Lodges  was 
**  gratified  to  find  general  excellence  in  the  work,  and  peace  and  harmony 
prevailing  among  the  Brethren." 

One  new  Lodge  created  by  Dispensation. 

He  had  uniformly  refused  to  grant  dispensations  to  confer  the  degrees 
••out  of  time.'^ 

We  quote  two  of  his  decisions,  remarking  of  No.  8,  that  we  observe 
that  formality  only  in  respect  to  the  W.  M. : 

8.  A  Brother  must,  as  well  on  leaving  as  on  entering  a  Lodge,  salute 
the  Worshipful  Master,  the  Senior  Warden  and  the  Jnuior  Warden. 

9.  A  Lodge  should  properly  keep  its  charter  in  the  Lodge  Room.  It 
is  the  certificate  of  its  organization,  and  should  be  ready  to  be  produced 
whenever  called  for.  The  temporary  absence  of  the  charter  from  the 
room,  however,  does  not  vitiate  work  done.  The  charter  does  not 
create  the  Lodge.  This  is  done  by  the  action  of  the  Grand  Liodge.  The 
charter  is  merely  the  evidence  of  such  act.  Therefore  its  presence  in 
the  Boom,  while  eminently  proper  and  desirable,  is  not  absolutely  ne- 
cessary. 

The  Grand  Lodge,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Cor- 
respondence, adopted  resolutions  severally  recognizing  the  Grand  Lodges 
of  **Dakoto,**  ''New  Mexico,"  and  of  "Colon  and  the  Island  of  Cuba" 
("united"). 

In  glancing  over  the  minutes  we  have  discovered  no  work  of  general 
interest,  apart  from  those  suggestions  of  the  Grand  Manter's  address 
already  alluded  to,  until  we  reach  Brother  Charles  Inglesby^s  notably 
compact  and  lucid 

BEPORT  ON  COJIRESFONDENCE, 

and  this  we  can  only  take  note  of  by  a  mere  mention,  as  it  were,  for 
time  and  space  are  both  against  us  at  this  writing,  and  we  must  be  brief. 

This  review  takes  in  the  proceedings  of  nearly  nil  of  the  American 
Grand  Lodges,  and  is  also  acceptably  full  in  its  references  to  Eurojiean 
Ma?onic  Bodies. 

Alabama  proceedings,  59th  annual  report,  (of  1879,)  are  pleasantly 
and  fully  noticed. 

He  does  not  approve  Grand  blaster  Armstroug*s  suggestion  as  to  the 
ultimate  of  Grand  Lodge  reversals,  etc.,  and  speaks  suggestively  of  the 
evils  likely  to  result  from  the  change  proposed  by  Brother  A.    Without 
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coDoarring,  we  qaote  his  argument  against  the  snggestion  alluded  to, 
and  also,  upprovingly,  gives  his  assent  to  one  decision  of  Brother  A.'s, 
which  we  think  entitled  to  such  acceptance  : 

The  established  law  in  oar  jarisdiction,  coincides  on  this  point  with 
the  liiw  in  Alabama,  and  we  differ  from  Grand  Master  Armstrong's 
opinion  that  it  sboald  be  revised  or  amended,  because  it  preserve.<3  the 
harmony  of  the  Lodge,  while  at  the  same  time  it  corrects  the  wrong 
that  was  done,  and  restores  the  brother  to  his  general  Masonic  rights. 
When  the  Grand  Lodge  dictates  to  the  subordinate  Lodges  in  the  matter 
of  membership,  it  is  treading  on  delicate  and  dangerous  ground.  The 
Lodge  should  be  a  loving  and  harmonious  family,  and  if  a  member  of 
it  should  be  so  unfortunate,  as  to  become  obnoxious,  even  innocently,  to 
a  majority  oi  that  family,  it  is  better  lor  him  and  for  the  Lodge,  that  he 
should  take  his  membership  elsewhere,  or  at  least,  that  he  should  not 
re-enter  the  Lodge  without  its  consent.  In  nineiy-nine  cases  out  of  a 
hundred,  there  would  be  hard  feelings  between  the  restored  member  and 
those  through  whom  he  had  suffered— it  ought  not  to  be  so,  but  it  t/xndd 
be  so — and  the  harmony  and  good  feeling  of  that  Lodge  would  be  broken 
ap,  and  when  that  is  done,  its  usefulness  is  at  an  end.  We  extract,  as 
extremely  apropos,  from  the  address  of  M.  W.  John  Mills  Brown, 
Grand  Master  of  California,  who  gives  the  following  as  the  words  of  a 
Persian  philosopher— "  By  the  means  of  one  disorderly  person  in  a 
company,  the  hearts  of  many  wise  men  become  afflicted.  If  you  fill  a 
cistern  with  rose  water  and  a  dog  should  fall  into  it,  it  would  thereby 
become  impure." 

We  very  heartily  concur  in  the  following  decision  and  in  the  reasons 
therefor  expressed  : 

W^hen  a  party  has  received  the  £.  A.  Degree,  and  makes  application 
to  be  Passed,  if  there  is  any  moral  reason  why  he  should  not  advance, 
the  member  in  possession  of  such  reason  should  report  the  same  to  the 
prosecuting  officer  of  the  Lodge,  and  have  charges  preferred  against 
him.  To  this  the  applicant  is  entitled  on  every  principle  of  justice  and 
equity.  After  his  initiation,  he,  to  that  extent,  is  adopted  inio  the  Ma- 
sonic family,  and  is  invested  with  certain  rights  and  privileges,  and 
among  them  the  right  to  be  heard  in  his  defense.  If  unworthy  to  be 
advanced,  he  is  unworthy  to  retain  what  he  has,  and  should  be  tried 
and  expelled. 

In  reference  to  jurisdictional  controversies  he  says,  appropriately  : 

The  question  of  Grand  Lodge  jurisdiction  seems  to  be  the  only  ele- 
ment of  discord  in  the  Fraternity— vide  Grand  Lodges  of  New  York  .and 
Connecticut,  Missouri  and  New  Mexico,  and  Minnesota  and  Dakota — 
but  we  do  not  apprehend  that  the  present  unfortunate  estrangement 
between  these  Sister  Grand  Lodges,  can  be  of  any  permanent  duration, 
because  the  doctrine  of  jurisdiction  is  too  well  understood  and  estab- 
lished, to  admit  of  any  American  Grand  Lodge  setting  it  aside.  Con- 
necticut, Missouri  and  Minnesota  seem  to  have  strangely  misappre- 
hended their  rights  and  duties,  but  we  have  an  abiding;  confidence  that 
it  is  only  a  misapprehension,  and  that  they  will  gladly  listen  to  the  pro- 
nounce<r  and  unmistakable  interpretation  of  this  fundamental  law  by 
the  voice  of  American  Masonry. 
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GRAND    0FFICEB8. 

M.  W.  Bro.  James  F.  Izlar Grand  Blaster. 

R  W.  Bro.  Charles  Inglesby,  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Nomber  of  Chartered  Lodges 180 

TENNESSEE,  1880. 

The  Tennessee  Report  for  1880  gives  the  work  of  the  Grand  Annoal 
Commonioation,  held  at  Nashville,  November  the  8th  of  that  year  (the 
67th  annual). 

Present,  M.  W.  Wilbar  F.  Foster,  Grand  Blaster,  and  the  representa- 
itves  of  336  constitnent  Lodges. 

We  note  also  the  presence  of  many  Grand  Bepresentatives,  bnt  no  one 
appeared,  in  that  relation,  for  Alabama. 

The  Annual  Address  is  long,  bat  duly  proportioned  to  the  matter  dis- 
unssed,  and  hence  is  not  tediously  lengthened.  He  notices  appropri- 
ately the  death,  at  Hernando,  Biississippi,  January  1st,  1860,  of  Past 
Grand  Blaster  J.  C.  N.  Robertson,  who  was  buried  there  with  Biasonic 
Honors  by  bis  Tennessee  Lodge,  under  special  permission  of  the  Grand 
Blaster  of  Mississippi. 

He  mentions  several  local  events  of  interest,  and  among  them  the 
celebration  of  the  100th  anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  the  City  of 
Nashville  takes  rank  in  importance  (but  he  don't  give  the  date  of  that 
ceremonial  and  we  can't  just  now  remember  it). 

He  announces  fifteen  official  decisions,  two  of  which  we  quote  as 
differing  from  the  rules  or  customs  prevailing  in  this  jurisdiction,  viz  : 

2.  The  loss  of  the  left  hand  does  not  debar  a  candidate,  he  being 
otherwise  worthy. 

14.  That  a  Worshipful  Blaster  may  order  a  second  or  third  ballot 
upon  a  petition,  in  his  discretion,  before  any  member  present  on  the 
fijcai  ballot  shall  have  left  the  room. 

He  had  visited  many  Lodges  and  says,  thcreanent — 

I  take  pleasure  in  saying  thai  niy  reception  everywhere  has  been  of 
the  most  cordial  and  gratifying  character.  The  hospitality  extended 
has  been  boundless,  but  to  me  the  most  plcusiug  feature  h:is  been  the 
evident  interest  manifested,  and  the  earnest  desire  for  words  of  advice 
and  instruction  which  I  have  everywhere  seen.  Our  Lodges  are  suffer- 
ing ;  they  are  hungering  and  thirsting  for  work  of  this  kind,  and  they 
must  have  it. 

And  in  this  connection  is  induced  to  recommend  a  more  perfect  sys- 
tem of  visitation,  thus : 

I  am  firmly  convinced  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  a  thoroughly  or- 
ganized, continuous,  perKistent  system  of  official  visitation.  It  is  not 
sufficient  to  rely  upon  such  visits  as  the  Grand  Blaster  and  his  associ- 
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ates  may  be  able  to  make  in  time  snatched  from  the  pressing  cares  of 
their  own  business  engagements.  There  must  be  one  or  more  brethren 
who  shall  devote  their  entire  time  to  this  duty.  They  must  be  thorough- 
ly qualified  in  ritual,  Masonic  law  and  usage  ;  must  be  sufficiently  well 
known  to  command  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  Brethren,  and 
most  devote  themselves  earnestly  and  exclusively  to  the  work  before 
Ihem.  These  men  must  be  paid  for  their  services  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 
It  will  not  be-6ufficient  to  rely  upon  the  power  which  the  Grand  Master 
now  possesses  under  the  Constitution  of  appointing  skillful  brethren  as 
Grand  Visitors.  The  present  law  makes  no  provision  for  their  payment, 
and  if  paid  at  all,  it  must  be  by  the  Lodges  which  they  visit ;  and  thiB 
is  precisely  the  feature  which  destroys  their  usefulness.  A  visitor  must 
not  go  to  a  Lodge  loaded  with  the  opprobrium  of  a  prospective  demand 
for  a  fee.  The  very  Lodges  which  need  him  most  would  never  ask  his 
visit,  and  would  possibly  receive  him  coldly  if  he  came  uninvited.  To 
be  of  service,  the  coming  of  such  an  officer  must  be  eagerly  sought — 
looked  forward  to  with  pleasure,  not  merely  by  the  officers,  but  by  all 
the  brethren,  so  that  aU  will  come  to  meet  him. 

He  reports  a  decided  improvement  in  the  condition  and  work  of  the 
Graft. 

He  approves  (and  wo  do  not)  the  (chapter?)  proposition  for  a  quasi- 
General  Grand  Lodge,  and  thus  expresses  his  commendation  thereof : 

PBOPOSED  ADVISOBY  COUNCIL, 

During  the  session  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  at  Detroit,  in  the 
month  ot  August,  1880,  there  was  held  a  meeting  of  the  present  and 
PMSt  Grand  Masters  of  most  of  the  jurisdictions  in  the  United  States,  at 
which  various  matters  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the  Craft  were  dis- 
cussed, and  ttie  views  of  each  freely  expressed  in  the  informal  confer- 
ence. Among  other  suggestions  which  it  was  thought  would  be  of 
advantage  to  the  fraternity  if  properly  developed,  was  the  organization 
of  an  Advisory  Council  or  Court  of  Arbitration,  to  which  could  be 
referred  all  matters  upon  which  conflict  or  difference  of  opinion  might 
exist  between  different  jurisdictions.  The  body,  it  was  believed,  might 
be  composed  of  the  Grand  Masters  of  the  different  States,  but  should 
not  be  in  any  sense  a  General  Grand  Lodge,  and  should  be  so  organized 
as  to  entail  no  burden  of  expense  upon  the  Craft.  The  usefulness  of 
such  an  organization,  provided  it  possessed  the  confidence  and  respect 
of  the  Fraternity,  is  sufficiently  suggested  by  the  differences  which 
even  now  exist  in  several  cases  between  different  jurisdictions,  and 
which  greotly  disturb  the  harmonious  relations  which  should  ever  be 
preserved. 

It  is  quite  probable  that  a  plan  of  such  an  organization  will  be 
submitted  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Tennessee  for  its  approval  at  an  early 
day. 

His  allusions  to  the  Grand  Mission  of  reconciliation  and  diplomacy 
to  Kentucky,  authorized  by  the  Grand  Lodge  in  1879,  and  intrusted  to 
the  efficient  management  of  Brothers  John  Frizzell  and  John  S.  Dashiell, 
both  P.  G.  M's,  and  both  eminently  fitted  for  any  mission  of  [the  kind, 
whose  skill,  acnmen  and  suavity  were  alike  requisite,   is  quite  meagre. 
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and  consists  mainly  of  the  fact  that  the  commissioners  had  reported 
and  a  reference  to  that  report  as  appended  to  his  address. 

We  alluded  to  this  mission  ander  the  head  of  Keutacky  (the  contro- 
versy growing  oat  of  theToliver  trial)  and  will  give  now  only  a  sentence 
from  the  report,  showing  briefly  the  conclosion  of  the  negotiation, 
viz: 

It  will  be  seen  that  onr  brethren  of  Kentucky,  being  of  opinion  that 
an  amendment  to  their  Grand  Lodge  Ck)n8titatioa  was  necessary  to 
meet  the  views  of  onr  Grand  Jarisdictiou,  propot^ed  an  amendment  as 
the  only  feasible  plan  to  reconcile  oar  differences,  and,  holding  thus, 
we  could  not  expect  them  to  do  more. 

N.  6.— Since  writing  the  above  we  have  heard  it  whispered,  in  (pri- 
vate) Masonic  circles,  that  if  there  was  any  failure,  on  the  part  of  the 
Tennessee  commissioners  to  do  their  whole  duty  in  this  matter  (which 
is  neither  the  fact  nor  a  snpposable  possibility)  it  could  only  beattriba- 
table  to  the  grateful  restraint  imposed  upon  them  by  their  acceptance 
of  those  embarrassing  hospitalities  of  which  Brother  Morris,  as  a  rep- 
resentative Kentuckian,  is  so  lavish. 

Brother  Frizzell  we  know  will  appreciate  our  confident  denial  of  all 
those  intimated  restraints  of  hospitality. 

Brother  George  Stoddart  Blackie,  chairman,  furnishes  one  of  his 
enjoyable 

BEPOBTS  OK  COBBESPONDEMCE, 

reviewing  the  proceedings  of  most  American  Grand  Lodges,  (Oregon, 
Minnesota  and  Vermont,  being  the  only  exceptions,  we  believe)  and 
gives  free  as  well  as  useful  remarks  on  the  condition  of  Masonic  organ- 
izations in  Europe,  Asia  and  Africa.  France  it  seems,  from  this  report, 
has  retorted  upon  the  American  denunciations  of  her  infidel  departure, 
or  innovation,  by  an  amendment  to  her  constitution  which  is  thus 
alluded  to  by  Bro.  B. : 

But  we  would  note  one  action  of  the  Grand  Orient  in  September, 
1878.  ItA  constitution  formerly'  rend  thus,  as  to  one  of  its  articles: 
**Tbe  Grand  Orient  will  not  constitute  Rubordinates  in  foreign 
countries  where  there  exints  a  rej»nlar  MaKonic  power.'*  This  was 
amended  by  adding  thereto  these  wor^ln:  **  With  which  it  is  in  fraternal 
relations."  On  this  the  California  Commiltc'e  remark:  "This  amend- 
ment, of  course,  throws  out  all  American  jurisdictions,  for  it  is  not  in 
fraternal  relations  with  any.*'  This  is,  therefore,  simply  a  threat  But 
it  is  of  little  consequence  pmctically,  for  nothing  that  it  could  do  here 
would  ever  be  regarded  us  Masonic. 

He  recognizes  (as  this  extract  is  construed  by  us  and  approved  as  so 
construed)  in  prospective  the  necessity  for  the  ultimate  recognition  of 
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NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 

We  are  io  receipt  ref;nlarly  of  the  Freemason,  a  monthly,  pablished  at 
Sydney,  which  is  the  official  organ  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Sonth 
WaleR.  This  body,  which  has  beeo  refaHed  recognition  by  all  the 
British  Grand  Lodges,  for  reasons  assigned  in  our  last  report,  holds  its 
head  np  and  while  struggling  for  recognition,  exhibits  a  spirit  of  deter- 
mination not  to  be  conquered.  The  Grand  Lodges  of  the  District  of 
Golambia,  New  Brnnswick,  and  Washington  Territory,  have  already 
granted  it  a  recognition,  and  some  other  American  lodges  have  the 
matter  under  consideration.  Many  of  them  will,  doubtless,  this  year 
be  led  to  yield  it  a  recognition,  which  it  would  not  have  received  had  it 
not  been  for  the  position  which  Scotland  has  assumed,  in  regard  to 
Quebec.  But  if  the  Quebec  doctrine  is  to  be  cairied  to  a  triumphant 
conclusion,  then  New  South  Wales,  as  a  logical  consequence  must  be 
finally  recognized. 

His  review  of  Alabama  proceeding  of  1879,  is  acceptable  though 
hriet 

Ab  suggested  by  Bro.  B.,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Tennessee  recognized 
'*The  United  Grand  Lodge  of  Colon  and  the  Island  of  Cuba." 

QBAND   OFFICEBS: 

M.  W.  Bro.  Jno.  T.  Irion Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Bro.  John  Frizzell  (re-elected) Grand  Treasurer. 

Number  of  Lodges 413 

TEXAS.    1880. 

The  Grand  Lodge  convened  its  Forty-fifth  Annual  Communication  at 
Honston,  December  9th,  A.  D.  1880. 

Present,  M.  W.  E.  G.  Bower,  Grand  Master,  all  Grand  Officers, 
except  the  Grand  Marshal,  at  their  posts,  and  the  representatives  of  one 
hondred  and  eight  lodges. 

THE  OBA2a>     MASTEB^S  ADDRESS. 

is  of  full  length,  but  is  devoted  mainly  to  the  exemplification  of  ques- 
tions of  mere  local  concernment     It  was  justly  commended  by  the 
Committeo  on  Reports  of  Grand  Officers. 
He  says  of  himself: 

Long  continued  ill  health,  the  onerous  duties  of  another  official 
position,  and  the  labors  necessarily  incident  to  a  business  life,  have 
encroached  so  much  upon  my  time  as  to  render  the  manner  in  which 
the  duties  of  this  exalted  station  have  been  discharged  during  the  past 
year  exceedingly  unsatisfactory  to  me,  and  hence  I  crave  your  charitable 
indulgence  towards  the  faults  and  imperfections  which  will  doubtless 
arrest  your  attention  in  this  report 

Bat  reports  foTorably  of  the  Craft  under  his  charge  (barring  the 
19 


290  APPENDIX.  [1881. 

allaRion  to  infidelity,  somelhiog  of  which  we  have  heretofore  noticed  in 
the  Texas  reports;  but  all  too  vaguely  stated  to  enable  us  to  understand 
what  is  really  the  matter;  u  e.  whether  the  trouble  urises  from  a  differ- 
ence in  theological  interpretations  of  duty,  or  is  iu  fact  a  religious  decad- 
ence) as  follows  : 

From  a  careful  collation  of  all  the  reports  submitted  to  me,  from  my 
own  personal  observation,  from  the  increased  interest  which  the  new 
era  of  prosperity  has  ushered  in,  from  every  accessible  source  of  infor- 
mation, I  take  pride  and  pleasure  in  congratulating  the  Brethren  upon 
the  improved  condition  of  affairs  since  our  last  Aununl  Communic^ition. 
If  we  are  but  true  to  each  other  and  the  tenets  of  our  order— if  we  are 
animated  by  true  Christian  charity,  our  career  will  be  onward  and 
upward  to  a  higher  and  yet  more  glorious  destiny. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  this  Grand  Body  to 
that,  which  in  my  humble  opinion,  is  a  growing  heresy  of  the  age  in 
which  we  live.  Its  distinguishing  doctrines  and  views  have  been  held 
by  men  in  every  age,  but  those  doctrines  have  never  had  more  learned, 
eloquent,  earnest  and  able  champions  than  now.  I  refer  to  Infidelity, 
and  use  the  term  in  a  sense  applying  alike  to  those  who  deny  the 
existence  of  a  God,  as  to  those  who  deny  that  the  Holy  Bible  is  a  work 
of  Divine  inspiration,  and  that  it  contains  Uis  will.  I  am  constrained 
to  notice  this  matter,  because  I  hear  there  are  members  of  lodges  in  this 
jurisdiction  who  do  entertain  these  disbeliefs,  and  yet  thoir  lodges  have 
not  dealt  with  them. 

If  there  is  anything  taught  in  or  by  Masonry,  it  is  a  true,  earnest 
belief  in,  and  adoration  of,  an  omnipotent,  omniscient,  everliisting, 
personal  God— the  Author,  Creator,  and  Preserver  of  the  Universe,  and 
all  contained  therein.  Before  gaining  admission  into  a  lodge,  a  candi- 
date is  required  to  declare  a  belief  in  the  Divine  anthenticity  of  the 
Holy  Scripture;  he  is  admonished  to  walk  and  act  in  accordance 
with  the  precepts  therein  contained,  and  told  that  they  are  the  founda- 
tion on  which  the  superstructure  of  Masonry  is  erected. 

We  never  saw  a  Mason  who  was,  religiously  speaking,  an  infidel, 
although  we  know  many  of  them  who  prefer  the  ii^tr  to  the  old  version 
of  the  Scriptures,  and  such  men,  including  the  writer,  are  dubbed 
infidels  by  some  theologians — who  regard  sectabianusi  as  religion. 

We  hope  the  Texas  infidelity  will  prove  to  be  nothing  more  than  the, 
effort  of  the  true  religious  idea  endeavoring  to  free  itself  from  vassalage 
to  conlntcted  theological  restraints. 

The  Grand  Master  announces  dispensations  for  nine  new  lodges,  **all 
situated  in  rich,  prosperous,  and  fiourishing  locations,''  and  believes 
"their  establishment  to  be  for  the  best  interest  of  the  Craft." 

Here  is  a  decision  of  important  significance  to  lodges  owning 
property,  and  it  is  announced  without  qu.ilification  as  to  local  Grand 
Lodge  laws,  viz: 

1.  I  decided  that  the  consent  of  the  Grand  Lodge  must  be  obtained 
previous  to  a  sale  of  real  estate  by  a  Subordinate  Lodge. 
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Their  Bystein  of  grand  lecturing,  by  districtfi,  bad  not  proved  entirely 
satisfactory,  bat  the  Gnind  Master  opposes  a  change,  as  follows: 

I  earnestly  recommend  the  continaance  of  the  present  system  for  the 
ensning  year,  by  the  end  of  which  time  all  the  lodges  will  probably 
have  been  visited  by  the  lectnrnrs,  and  then  having  received  eqnal 
benefits  from  them,  and  having  equal  experience  with  the  system,  will 
be  better  prepared  than  now  to  pass  upon  a  matter  of  so  much  import- 
ance to  the  Cnift.  We  have  within  us,  that  which  seems  to  be  the 
instinctive  desire  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  for  change  and  improvement, 
and  while  it  is  oft^u  a  laudable  desire  it  sometimes  exercises  too  great  a 
control  over  us.  Wo  should  remember  that  Masonry  is  essentially  con- 
servative in  all  its  aspects,  and  more  nearly  than  any  other  human 
institution  is  unchangoing  and  unohauge.ible. 

He  speaks  of  "  Foreign  Relations"  as  continuing  ''to  be  of  the 
most  considerate  and  cordial  nature." 

The  various  reports  and  resolutions  give  token  of  a  busy  session, 
commencing  Thursday,  A.  M.,  and  closing  Monday,  A.  M. 

Sunday  evening,  commencing  at  8  o'clock  P.  M.,  a  Lodge  of  Sorrow 
was  held  '*  in  memory  of  the  dead  who  departed  this  life  during  the 
past  Masonic  year."  We  find  the  names  of  near  three  hundred  Brethren 
enrolled  among  these  recruits  to  the  army  of  the  disenthralled. 

A  proper  subject  of  inquiry  was  suggested  by  the  following  resolution 
offered  by  Brother  £.  L.  Beaumont  and  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge, 
viz: 

Resoli^fdt  That  this  Grand  Lodge  at  once  institute  the  proper  meas- 
ures to  find  out  the  status  of  Masonry  in  Mexico,  with  a  view  not  only 
to  friendly  relations  between  this  Grand  Lodge  and  any  Grand  Lodge  in 
that  country,  but  also  in  behalf  of  our  Masonic  Brethren  living  along 
or  traveling  up  and  down  the  Rio  Grande  river,  who  are  desirous  of 
knowing  what  Lodges  in  that  country  are  clandestine. 

COLON-CUBA   RECOGNIZED. 

Resolved,  That  the  United  Grand  Lodge  of  A.  F.  and  A.  M.  of  Colon 
and  the  Island  of  Cuba  is  entitled  to  recognition  and  welcome  as  the 
lawful  peer  of  any  Grand  Lodge  on  earth. 

**  Refiolvetl,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Texas  hereby  establishes 
fraternal  relations  with  said  Grand  Lodge,  and  courteously  hails,  salutes 
and  recognizes  her  as  a  sister  Grand  Lodge,  with  jurisdiction  within 
the  Masonic  territory  she  now  occupies. 

The  department  of 

CORRESPON  DENCE 

is  represented  by  an  interesting,  able,  and,  in  some  respects,  singular 
report  from  the  pen  of  Bro.  W.  M.  Nichols,  chairman. 

We  speak  of  it  as  singular  alluding  to  its  subdivisions  of  **  recommen- 
dations," "innovations,"  "conclusions"  and  «•  postscript,*' which  inti- 
mate the  snbjects  of  its  closing  chapters. 
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Under  the  head  of  'MoooTations,"  he  also,  as  did  the  Grand  Master 
in  his  address,  strikes  a  blow  at  the  real  or  sapponed  noncomformists 
to  the  Texas  ideal  of  a  trae  believer  in  God.  He  appears,  in  this  part 
of  his  report,  to  be  somewhat  anxious  to  correct  both  Bro.  McLeary, 
his  predecessor,  and  Bro.  Bobbins,  of  Illinois,  in  respect  to  expressions 
of  theirs  which  conflict  with  his  ideas  of  the  allegiance  due  by  Masonry 
to  revelation.  We  complain  alike  of  his,  as  of  the  Grand  Master's, 
allasions  to  this  subject,  that  they  do  not  clearly  and  fnlly  state  what 
infidel  opinions  they  combat;  but  of  this  correspondent  we  may  also  say 
that  his  objections  are  rather,  in  our  apprehension  of  them,  levelled  at 
an  imaginary  than  a  real  infidel  tendency.  He  reasons  learnedly  on 
this  topic,  but  to  us  there  appears  a  sort  of  ecclesiastical  bias  in  all 
he  says,  as  if  we  were  reading  after  a  preacher  who  assumes  his  creed 
and  mode  of  worship  to  be  infallible,  and  hence  regards  all  variant 
ideas  of  religion  to  be  tinctured  with  the  sin  of  unbelief.  We  do  not 
think  that  either  Bro.  McLeary  or  Bro.  Bobbins  are  tainted  in  that 
way,  and  yet  they  do  not  believe  that  Masonry  should  be  trammeled  with 
the  methods  or  language  of  ecclesiasticism.  If  Masonry  is  the  "  hani>- 
MAm  "  of  Relioion  it  is  certainly  not  the  WAmNo-M^D  of  TBEOiiOOT. 

We  believe  that  Masonry  is  neither  hand-maid  nor  waiting-maid,  but 
is  in  reality  the  developer,  and  was  the  discoverer,  of  the  God  idea, 
and  that  history,  when  studied  in  the  light  of  Masonic  archicology,  will 
award  to  her  not  only  the  discovery  but  the  preservation  ot  true 
religion.  Love  to  Gk>d  and  love  to  man  has  ever  been,  and  from  the 
remotest  ages,  too,  her  device,  her  shield,  and  proclamation,  and  in  this 
comprehensive  legend  is  contained  all  the  aims  and  duties  of  religion. 
Obedient  to  this  inspiration  she  has  ever  obeyed  the  will  of  God  when 
made  manifest,  and  it  has  always  been  manifest  to  Masons,  that  God,  the 
Father,  willed  the  good  of  men,  his  children,  and  so  accordingly  has  she 
recognized  her  two  imperative  religions  obligations,  obedience  and  love. 
Excuse  this  obtrusion,  Bro.  N.,  and  permit  another  liberty,  in  the 
remark  that  your  hand-maiden  misplacement  of  Masonry,  as  respects 
religion,  is  inapposite;  for  the  former  has  fur  long  ages  waged  success- 
ful warfare  against  the  two  relentless  enemies  of  the  latter.  Infidelity, 
on  the  one  hand,  and  Priestcraft  on  the  other;  and  is  rather  entitled  to 
be  ranked  as  the  cbAmpion  of  religion,  than  forced  to  accept  the 
unmanly  coadjntorship  implied  in  your  nomenclature. 

The  report  under  discussion  is  a  well  prepared  review  of  the  doings 
of  most  American  Grand  Lodges,  giving,  in  addition  to  the  chapters 
above  noted,  a  fnir  and,  as  a  general  thin^,  full  view  of  the  situation  in 
each  Grand  Lodge,  in  the  shape  of  **£xcerpt8'*  (and  so  headed)  from 
the  annual  addresses,  etc. 

Alabama  comes  in  for  an  exceptional  brief  notice,  which  we  re^pret; 
but  will  not  complain  of. 
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The  proceedings  of  our  AnDaal  Commnnication  for  1879  being  noder 
review,  he  notes  the  Grand  Officers  present,  quotes  two  paragraphs  of 
Grand  Master  Armstrong's  address,  then  reads  the  minutes,  and,  after 
solemn  prayer,  closes  the  Grand  Lodge,  reproducing  as  nearly  as  possi- 
ble, Bro.  Sayre*s  record  of  the  cause,  manner,  and  time  of  closing. 

GRAND     OFFIGEBS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  J.  H.  McLeary Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Bro.  Greo.  H.  Bringhurst,  re-elected Grand  Secretary. 

Number  of  Lodges 430 

UTAH,  1880-1881. 

The  report  before  us  gives  the  proceedings  of  three  oommunioations 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Utah. 

One,  a  special,  convened  May  3d,  1880,  '*  in  response  to  an  invitation 
from  the  clergy  and  vestry  of  the  Episcopal  Parish,  to  lay  the  comer 
stone  of  the  new  St.  Paul's  Chapel,"  etc.,  in  Salt  Luke  City. 

The  ceremonial  work  was  executed  by  the  Craft  under  the  guidance 
of  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Frank  Tilford,  **  with  the  impressive  ceremon- 
ies used  by  Masons." 

The  address  of  Grand  Piaster  Tilford,  at  the  close  of  their  ceremon- 
ial duties,  is  remarkable  for  its  beauty  of  conception  and  expression. 
We  have  rarely  come  across  one  more  appropriate  or  interesting. 

We  have  only  room  for  a  closing  sentence  or  so  of  his  peroration,  and 
reproduce  it  hesitatingly  because  it  gives  but  an  imperfect  representa- 
tion of  the  finished  address: 

Our  Brotherhood  has  ceased  to  be  an  operative  institution.  The 
implements  of  the  Craft  are  no  longer  employed  in  actual  labor.  They 
have  become  symbols  of  speculative  truth,  and  speak  to  the  mind  of 
laws  and  duties  the  observance  of  which  will  render  our  lives  pure  and 
harmonious  and  our  characters  firm  and  symmetrical.  We  may  not 
regret  the  change.  It  was  a  modification  demanded  by  the  progress  of 
civilization  and  the  improved  conditions  of  society.  Throughout  the 
world  Masonry  is  to-day  doing  a  nobler  work  than  when  its  Ancient 
Craftsmen  builded  their  stateliest  columns.  The  Masonic  institution 
itself  is  more  wonderful  than  any  edifice  which  it  ever  constructed  from 
the  perishable  materials  of  earth.  It  has  an  unspoken  language  older 
than  any  living  language  of  Christendom.  It  haH  survived  wars  and 
revolutions,  and  is  now  silently  ascending  to  loftier  planes  of  usefulness. 
It  looks  to  the  heavens  for  its  model,  and  in  its  work  imitates  the 
Divine  plan  of  nature.  The  sun  draws  in  vapory  tributes  the  moisture 
from  the  ocean;  the  invisible  winds  carry  it  in  clouds  over  the  globe 
and  distribute  in  refreshing  showers  the  liquid  treasures  of  the  skies. 
In  like  manner  Masonry  draws  its  strength  and  resources  from  the  deep 
sea  of  human  sympathies,  and  employs  them  to  redress  the  wrongs  and 
xelioTe  the  fiorrows  of  humanity. 
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Sabseqaently— OD  the  9th  of  Novembnr,  ]  880 —the  Grand  Lodge 
assembled  its  Kiuth  Annaal  ComniODicatiou  in  S:ilt  Lake  City. 

Present,  K.  W.  Philip  Heury  Emerson,  Deputy  Grand  Master,  pre- 
siding, with  seven  lodges  represented. 

We  observe  nothing  anusnal  in  the  work  of  the  lodge,  remarking, 
however,  our  approval  of  their  pleasant  and  effective  system  of  dispatch- 
ing routine  labors. 

The  Grand  Cluster's  address,  read  by  Brother  John  Shaw  Scott,  gives 
a  good  report  of  the  condition  of  the  Craft,  as  follows  : 

It  affords  me  gratification  to  inform  you,  that  harmony  and  peace 
prevail  throughout  the  Territory,  and  that  at  no  time  since  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Grand  Lodge,  has  there  been  a  more  cordial  union  among 
the  Brotherhood,  than  now  exists  in  Ubih.  From  union  and  harmony, 
Masonic  prosperity  naturally  arises,  and  our  jurirtdiction  has  been  no 
exception  to  the  rule.  As  an  evidence  of  the  correctness  of  this  state- 
ment, I  refer  to  the  gratifying  tact,  that  all  the  Lodges  are  in  a  sound 
financial  condition,  and  that  a  majority  of  them  have  had,  since  our 
last  regular  Communication,  considerable  accessions  to  their  member- 
ship. It  is  also  a  pleasure  to  state,  that  in  opening  their  doors  for  the 
admission  of  uew  members,  the  Brethren  have  exercised  due  caution 
and  judgment. 

It  also  explains  his  absence  from  this  Grand  Communication ;  and 
we  doubt  not  the  announcement  of  his  removal,  which  we  quote  below, 
was  received  by  the  Grand  Lodge  with  the  regret  due  to  the  loss  of  such 
a  wise  and  useful  co-laborer  : 

It  is  known  to  many  of  yon,  and  I  now  formally  announce' to  the 
Grand  Lodge,  that  I  have  removed  from  the  Territory  of  Utih,  and 
that  my  home  for  the  future  will  be  in  the  State  of  Colorado.  This 
address  will  probably  be  the  last  commnuicatiou  which  I  shall  ever 
make  to  the  Crnlt  in  this  Territory',  llfreafter  our  pathways  diverge, 
but  neither  time  nor  distance,  nor  change  of  fortune  can  alienate  my 
heart  from  the  Brethren,  with  whom  I  have  been  associated  for  the  last 
eight  years.  The  recollection  of  joys  and  sorrows  we  have  shared  in 
common,  of  the  sacrifices  we  have  made  and  of  the  triumphs  we  have 
achieved  in  the  cause  of  humanity,  will  grow  even  brighter,  as  they 
recede  further  into  the  irrevocable  past.  Memories  like  these  will  be 
the  invisible  liiiks  in  the  mystic  chain,  that  shall  forever  unite  us. 

Brother  Christopher  IL  Diehl's  well  appointed 

BEPORT  ON   COBBESPONDENCE, 

closes  the  record  of  minutes  for  the  Ninth,  and  leads  up,  as  it  were,  to 
the  Tenth  Annual  Communication  ;  held  at  Salt  Lake  City,  January  18, 
1881,  (under  a  recent  amendment  of  their  constitution  changing  the 
date  of  annual  commuincations). 

M.  W.  Grand  Master  Philip  H<'nry  Emerson  presiding. 

This  meeting  was  evidently  designed  as  a  formal  compliance  with  the 
amended  constitution,  and  very  little  business  was  transacted  at  it ;  we 
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observe,  however^  that  "the  Uaited  Grand  Lodge  of  Colon  and  The 
Island  of  Caba,"  was  recognized. 

This  digression  docs  not  excuse  oar  failare  to  finish  what  we  intended 
to  say  of  the  report  on  correspondence  ;  which  was  that  it  reviews,  with 
skill  and  discernment,  the  proceedings  of  52  Grand  Lodges,  inclading 
those  of  Alabama  for  1879,  which  have  dne  and  kindly  notice. 

OB4ND   OFFICSBS. 

M.  W.  Brother  Philip  Henry  Emerson .  Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Brother  Christopher  Diehl,  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Mnmber  of  Chartered  Lodges  7 

VERMONT,  1880. 

Grand  Lodge  met  in  its  Eighty-eighth  Annaal  Coipmnnication,  at 
BuBLiNOTON,  Wednesday,  June  9th,  A.  D.  1880. 

Present,  M.  W.  Lavaut  M.  Read,  Grand  Master,  with  its  usual  Grand 
Constituents  and  the  Representatives  of  ninety-seven  chartered  Lodges. 

The  Grand  Muster's  address  is  an  appropriate  message  of  congratula- 
tion and  review,  mainly  of  local  jurisdictional  affairs. 

He  treats  the  subject  of  finance  somewhat  at  length,  and  rehearses 
the  difficulties  he  encountered  in  the  effort  to  ascertain  whether  the 
Lodges  were  or  were  not  indebted  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  these  inqui- 
ries extend  over  several  years  of  apparently  unsettled  claims. 

The  true  source  of  the  difficulty  is  not.  stated,  but  from  intimations 
in  this,  and  other  portions  of  the  proceedings,  neglect  is  intimated  in  a 
department  into  which  we  care  not  to  obtrude  our  investigations.  The 
conclusion  suggested  to  our  thoughts  in  reading  this  portion  of  the 
address  is  distasteful. 

He  says  of  the 

OONDmON  OF  THE   CBAlTr. 

During  the  past  year  I  have  visited  many  Lodges  and  District  Conven- 
tions, responding  to  every  invitation  given  me,  when  it  was  possible  to 
do  so  without  great  injury  to  myself,  and  on  several  occasions  have 
delivered  addresses  at  public  installntions  and  Masonic  festivals.  And 
on  the  occasions  of  these  visits,  which  have  extended  into  all  parts  of 
the  State,  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  learning  much  relative  to  the 
condition  of  Masonry,  in  this  jurisdiction— of  the  interest  manifested 
by  officers  and  members  of  Lodges  in  the  subject  of  Masonry— the  pro- 
gress made  towards  a  more  perfect  uniformity  in  the  work  and  lectures, 
and  the  earnestness  and  zeal  displayed  in  acquiring  a  better  understand- 
ing of  the  great  principles  which  underlie  and  form  the  ground-work 
upon  which  the  superstructure  of  Freemasonry  rests.  I  am  pleased  to 
be  able  to  state  that  the  condition  of  the  Craft  in  these  respects  is  all 
tliat  can  reMonably  be  hoped  for. 
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One  of  his  "most  important "  decisions  is  thas  stated  : 

I  have  felt  compelled  to  differ  with  an  illastrions  predeceraor  in  this 
oflSce,  with  respect  to  one  of  his  decisions,  althoagh  that  decision  was 
confirmed  by  this  Grand  Lodge.  In  1872  Grand  Master  Davis  decided 
as  follows  :  '*In  balloting  for  a  candidate  where  one  black  ball  appears, 
the  Master  may  order  a  second,  and  even  a  third  ballot ;  and  then,  if  in 
his  judgment  the  good  of  Masonry  requires  it,  ht  may  order  the  baUoiing 
1/pon  the  petition  postponed  until  the  next  regular  communication.*'  I  am 
comi)ellcd,  altboogh  with  great  reluctance,  to  dissent  from  that  portion 
of  the  above  decision  allowing  the  postponement  of  the  ballot  to  the 
next  regular  communication.  In  my  opinion  the  ballot  should  be  closed, 
and  the  result  declared  without  any  postponement 

Brother  Henry  Clark,  late  Grand  Secretary  and  Correspondent,  thus 
announces  his  adieus : 

I  have  held  the  position  as  your  Grand  Secretary  for  eighteen  years, 
and  now  desire  to  be  retired  from  further  service.  As  I  am  about  to 
separate  from  yon  in  my  official  capacity,  I  recall  the  many  delightful 
and  instructive  opportunities,  that  it  has  been  my  privilege  to  enjoy 
with  so  many  distinguished  brethren,  and  yet  these  associations  have 
often  been  interrupted  by  the  hand  of  death,  and  many  craftsmen  have, 
during  my  service,  closed  their  labors  on  earth.  In  my  term  of  office, 
I  have  done  that  which  I  ought  not  to  have  done,  and  have  left  undone 
that  which  I  ought  to  have  done,  and  hope  that  you  will  allow  the  man- 
tle of  Charity  to  cover  my  failings  and  great  faults,  so  far  as  prudence 
and  justice  will  permit,  hoping  in  the  future  to  remedy  some  of  them 
at  least,  if  a  kind  Providence  spares  life  and  strength  to  accomplish  it. 

He  also  makes  hiB  final  report  on 

OOBBESPONDENCE, 

which  is  an  excellent  and  full  review  of  most  American  Grand  Lodges, 
including  appropriate  mention  of  Alabama  for  1879,  which  is 
reviewed  at  some  length  and  with  very  kindly  consideration,  for  which 
we  are  thankfully  obliged. 

His  general  remarks  on  the  situation,  as  regards  Masonic  interests 
and  progress,  are  good  both  in  thought  and  expression,  and  we  concur 
with  him  also  in  his  views  of  Suspensions  for  non-payment  of  Dues  and 
the  (so-called)  Pastmaster^s  Degree.  We  quote  a  portion  of  his  remarks 
on  such  Suspensions,  where  poverty  is  the  supposed  cause  of  nonpay- 
ment, because  they  are  true  and  feelingly  expressed,  thus  : 

Wu  do  not  like  the  idea  of  being  driven  into  non-affiliation  by  the 
oppressive  Insh  of  poverty.  It  is  punishment  enough  to  be  poor.  Mis- 
fortune is  natural — almost  inevitable  to  the  condition,  and  follows 
closely  upon  it.  Let  not  that  misfortune  be  increased  and  aggravated 
by  Lodge  enactments  forcing  men  from  the  society  of  friends  they  love 
and  from  the  privileges  of  the  association  they  fondly  cherish.  The 
touching  words  of  a  distinguished  Brother  on  this  behalf  give  evidence 
of  the  true  Masonic  interest  and  feeling,  and  indicate  the  tenderoees 
with  which  a  poor  Brother  should  be  treated : 
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**  ThonRb  I  to  forciprn  lands  mast  hie 
To  moei  miafortaDe's  slippery  ball, 
With  melting  heart  and  brimful  oyo 
I'll  mind  you  Htill,  though  for  awa\" 

What  true  henrted  Mnson  conld  for  a  moment  entertnin  the  thooght 
of  parsning  that  Brother  in  his  path  of  misfortune,  and  of  lacerating 
bis  already  bleeding  heart  with  stripes  of  deeper  pnnisbmcnt  We  ear- 
Destly  hope  that  this  subject  will  soon  become  of  sufficient  interest* 
among  the  Craftsmen  to  induce  proper  action  in  its  behalf.  The  past 
is  sufficiently  moistened  with  the  tears  of  misfortune,  drawn  forth  under 
the  oppressive  lash  of  non-affiliations— on  account  of  the  non-payment 
of  dues.  Let  it  suffice  ;  and  let  the  better  and  more  charitable  feature 
be  introduced  of  retaining  the  names  upon  the  record  and  the  services 
of  the  Brethren  within  the  Lodges. 

His  closing  words,  too,  as  corrspondent,  have  a  tone  of  sadness  as  if 
some  sorrow,  more  keen  than  that  of  parting,  was  weighing  upon  oar 
Brother's  heart,  and  tinging  his  thoughts  with  the  gloom  of  unexpressed 
paio.  We  regret  to  part  with  him,  for  our  association  has  been  emi- 
nently pleasant  and  to  the  writer  profitable.  ' '  I'll  mind  you  still,  though 
far  awa',**  brother. 

OBAND  OFFICERS. 

M.  W.  Brother  Larant  M.  Read  (re-elected) Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Brother  William  H.  Root Grand  Secretary. 

Knmber  of  Working  Lodges 99 

VIRGINIA,  1880. 

The  103d  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  convened  at 
BicHMOKD,  I>ecember  13th,  A.  D.  1880,  and  continued  in  session  three 
days. 

Present,  M.  W.  Peyton  8.  Cole,  Grand  Master,  with  the  usual  Grand 
Constituents,  numerous  Past  Masters,  and  the  Representatives  of  114 
subordinate  Lodges. 

The  Grand  Master's  Address  gives  a  clear  exposition  of  his  adminis- 
trative work  and  recommendations.  He  is  impressed  with  "the  dignity 
and  importance  of  the  duties  imposed  upon"  them,  and  exhorts  the 
Creft  to  seek  good  and  wise  counsel  in  their  measures.  He  announces 
two  serious  losses  by  death.  We  might  object  to  his  representing  death 
as  a  destroyer  instead  of  an  elevator !  thus  : 

He  has  taken  from  us  two  of  our  bright  jewels.  It  was  my  painful 
duty,  during  the  session  of  our  lust  Grand  Annual  Conimnuication,  to 
announce  to  you  the  death  of  our  honored  and  revered  Past  Grand  Mas- 
ter, Most  Worshipful  "Sidney  S.  B.ixter,  and  in  April  List  our  venerable 
Flost  Gnnd  Master,  Most  Worshipful  Lewis  B.  Williams,  was  summoned 
from  bis  labors  on  earth  to  service  in  the  celestial  Lodge  above,  to  "that 
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boase  not  marie  with  bAnds,  eternal  in  tbe  HeaveoR.**  I  was  fortnnate 
iu  beinfT  at  Oniup;e  Conrtboiise  at  tbe  time  of  bis  deatb,  aad  of  offering 
my  official  sf  rvices  in  [myio^;  tbe  last  sad  rites  of  sepulture  to  tbis  fuitb- 
fnl  Past  Graud  Master.  It  is  seldom  we  are  c  tiled  upou  to  mourn  tbe 
deatb  of  two  Past  Grand  Masters  witbin  tbe  sbort  space  of  a  twelve- 
montb,  and  tbe  bitterness  of  our  loss  and  sorrow  is  increased  by  tbe 
reflection  tbat  we  are  losiug  Pillars  uf  Strength  aud  Symmetry  as  these 
Jewels  of  our  Order  arc  taken  from  us. 

He  bad  visited  twenty  of  tbe  forty  Districts  of  bis  jurisdiction  with 
satislactory  results,  and  pleasant  recollections  of  tbe  incidents  both  of 
VDork  and  refreshment  met  with  on  tbis  tour  of  inspection. 

He  bad  issued  dispensations  for  four  new  Lodges. 

We  give  several  of  bis  most  important — 

DBCI810K8. 

Ist.  That  a  petitioner  who  bad  lost  tbe  thumb  and  index  finger  of  his 
right  baud  is  ineligible  to  receive  tbe  degrees. 

2d.  That  a  Brother  is  ineligible  to  receive  tbe  Second  and  Third 
Degrees  because  of  a  stiffened  kuee,  notwithstanding  the  First  Degree 
bad  been  conferred  on  him  subsequently  to  receiving  the  injury 
which  caused  it. 

3d.  That  a  Fellow-('raft  of  an  extinct  Lodge  has  the  right  to  apply 
to  the  Lodge  nearest  bis  res'ult-nce  for  the  Third  Degree,  and  that  said 
Lodge  has  proper  M^isonic  Jurisdiction  in  the  promises. 

4tb.  That  a  Fellow-Cruft,  having  a  rlimil  from  bis  Mother-Lodge 
in  another  Gmnd  Jurisdiction,  can  apply  to  the  Lodge  nearest  bis 
residence  in  this  (imnd  Jurisdiction  for  the  Third  Degree.  I  construe 
tbe  granting  of  the  dhnit  by  bis  Mother-Lodge  as  an  absolute  surrender 
of  jurisdiction,  and  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  obtaining  its  permis- 
sion to  confer  tbe  Degree. 

5tb.  That  it  is  the  duty  of  tbe  Junior  Warden,  in  bis  official  capac- 
ity, to  prefer  charges  in  proper  form,  with  all  necessary  specifications, 
in  all  cases  in  which  the  general  good  or  reputation  of  the  Fraternity  is 
concerned. 

He  remonstrates  strongly  against  an  unmasonic  habit  which  we  had 
hoped  and  believed  the  lodges  of  the  Old  Dominion  were  free  from. 
His  objections  to  lodge  incorporations,  the  habit  alluded  to,  are 
enforced  by  reference  to  the  cogent  reasons  used  against  it  by  tbe 
Grand  Master  of  New  Jersey  in  1807;  which  we  in  part  reproduce 
below,  viz: 

My  attention  was  attracted  during  tbe  last  se-^sion  of  tbe  legislature  of 
tbis  state,  to  the  numerous  applications  to  that  body  for  the  passage  of 
acta  incorporaliuy  subordinate  Io<lges.  Such  applications  are  made  by 
the  Brethren,  undoubtedly  with  the  best  intentions,  but  without  due 
refl»M-tion.  and  without  re  ilizing  tbe  legal  effect  and  operation  of  such 
legislation.  I  have  lately  given  this  subject  some  examination,  and  the 
conclusion  to  which  I  have  arrived  is.  thait  the  incorporation  of  Masonic 
Bodies  is  subversive  of  the  true  principles  of  Masonic  government,  and 
inimical  to   the  prosperity  and  per[>etuity  of  tbe  institation.     As  my 
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objectioD8  to  SDcb  opplicntion  are  generally  of  a  legal  character,  I  most 
be  pardoned  if  my  remarks  upon  tbis  subject  ma}'  Bmell  somewbat  of 
the  Hhop. 

When  a  lodge  is  incorporated  by  an  act  of  the  legislature,  it  becomes 
a  snbject  of  the  laws  of  the  state,  just  as  is  an  individual  citizen,  with 
certain  exceptions.  It  not  ouly  acquires  the  right  to  hold  and  convey 
real  «itate  and  invest  personal  property  in  the  lodge  uauie,  but  it  also 
renders  itself  liable  to  be  sued  in  its  (corporate  capacity,  and  submits 
itself  and  concerns  to  the  supervision  and  control   of  the  courts  of  law. 

By  the  mles  ot  government  of  our  institution,  a  Brother  who  feels 
aggrieved  by  the  action  of  his  lodge  has  the  right  ot  appe;il  to  the  Grand 
Lodge.  If,  however,  he  should  be  fractious  and  indisposed  to  submit 
himself  to  the  adjndication  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  he  has  the  power,  if 
the  lodge  be  incorporated,  to  appeal  directly  to  the  judicial  tribunals. 
If  he  has  been  expelled  by  his  lodge  for  a  Masonic  offense  justifying 
SQch  punishment,  courts  of  law  have  the  power,  denied  by  some  of  the 
ablest  and  wisest  of  Masonic  writers  even  to  the  Grand  Lodge  itself,  to 
restore  the  offending  Biother  into  full  and  complete  membership  in  the 
lodge  from  which  be  has  been  expelled.  It  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  that 
a  jndge,  when  considering  questions  whi(;h  may  arise  in  connection 
with  an  incorporated  lodge,  regards  the  case  from  a  different  stand- 
point than  that  from  which  a  Mason  views  it. 

We  do  not  observe  any  matters  of  general  interest,  as  developed  at 
this  communication,  other  than  those  suggi^ted  in  the  Grand  Master's 
address;  bis  decisions  having  been  approved  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Brother  Wm.  F.  Drinkard,  chairman,  presented  the 

BIPORT  ON  CORRESPONDENCE, 

which  is  a  condensed  review  of  the  proceedings  of  for(y-two   Grand 

Lodges.     His  report  includes  the  proceedings  of  Alabama  for  1879,  and 

his  remarks  are  a'^ceptable  in  all  respects,  except  as  to  their  brevity  ; 

tbis  fanlt,  however,  may  be  explained  by  bis  declarative  sentence,  as 

follows: 

This  year  we  don't  intend  to  let  the  first  letters  of  the  alphabet  mo- 
nopolize our  report. 

In  noting  onr  election  of  that  year  he  (as  several  other  correspondents 
have  been)  was  struck  with  the  coincidence  of  name  (as  far  as  the 
peculiar  qualities  of  the  clay  entering  into  their  construction  is  con- 
cerned) of  the  retiring  and  succre  J  ing  Grand  Masters  of  that  year,  as 
will  appear  by  the  following: 

P.  S.— According  to  the  doctrine  of  chance  or  probabilities,  two 
Grand  Masters  named  *'  Henry  Clay  "  would  not  succeed  each  other  in 
a  hundred  years;  but  in  Alabama,  as  will  have  been  seen,  two  so  named 
have  sacceeded  each  other  immediately. 

OKAND   OFFICERS. 

M.  W.  Brother  Peyton  Skipwith  Coles Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Brother  William  Bryan  Isaacs  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges,  226.  and  3  U.  D. 
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WASHINGTON,  1880. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Washington  Territory  held  its  Twenty-third 
Annual  Communication  at  Olympia,  commencing  Wednesday,  June  2d, 
A,  D.  1880. 

Present,  K.  W.  (D.  G.  M.)  William  McMicken,  Acting  Grand  Blaster, 
and  the  representatives  of  twenty-three  constitaent  lodges. 

The  absence  of  Grand  Master  O.  P.  Lacy,  is  explained  by  a  letter 
Arom  him  to  the  Grand  Secretary,  alleging  sickness  in  his  family  as 
detaining  him  at  home,  very  much  to  his  regret,  and  forwarding  his 
annual  address,  which  presents  in  a  brief  and  appropriate  manner  all 
needed  information  from  his  department.  He  had  granted  dispensa- 
tions for  the  formation  of  five  new  lodges. 

He  recommends  a  reduction  of  twenty-five  per  cent  of  the  tax  con- 
tribntion  to  the  representative  fund,  as  it  was  not  good  policy  "to 
collect  from  the  lodges  more  than  was  actually  needed,''  of  course,  this 
suggestion  was  acceptable.  As  to  finances  he  refers  the  Grand  Lodge 
to  the  reports,  and  we,  by  referring  to  that  of  the  Gn\nd  Secretary, 
discover  that  *'  the  general  financial  condition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  may 
be  regarded  as  prosperous  and  its  future  prospects  encouraging." 

The  increase  of  lodges  and  of  members  alike  betoken  prosperity  and 
progress. 

The  address  closes  with  the  following  complimentary  acknowledg- 
ments: 

I  embrace  this  occasion  to  publicly  recoe:nize  the  earnest  and  faithful 
attention  to  duty  of  my  associate  Grand  Officers,  for  many  courtesies, 
and  a  readiness  at  all  times,  to  assist  in  promoting  the  interests  and 
upholding  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  Cratt;  and  I  venture  the  asser- 
tion that  none  of  my  honored  predecessors  have  been  surrounded  by 
more  zealous,  faithful  and  loviu}<  associates,  than  has  your  present 
Grand  Maeter;  nor  will  it  detract  from  the  credit  due  to  each  of  them, 
if  I  make  special  acknowledgment  of  my  indebtedness  to  the  Grand 
Secretary,  whose  experience,  sound  judgment,  wise  counsels  and  inval- 
uable services,  have  materially  aided  me  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties. 

Brother  Thos.  M.  Reed,  chairman  and  Grand  Secretary,  presents  the 

BEPOBT  ON  COBRESPONDENCE, 

which  refers  in  a  genen\l  way  to  the  subjects  of  controversy  at  that  time 
pending,  nearly  all  of  which  have  since  been  acceptably  adjusted,  and 
thus  his  well  expressed  opinions  on  these  topics  reach  us  too  late  to  be 
used  with  profit  in  elucidating  these  controversies. 

That  Grand  Lodge  had  long  ago  recognized  the  new  organization  in 
Australia,  and  Bro.  Reed  thus  expresses  his  satisfaction  in  reterence  to 
that  action,  viz: 
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NEW     SOUTH   WALES. 

We  esteem  it  oor  datj  to  say  a  word  or  two  in  respect  to  this  Grand 
Lodge.  One  year  has  elapsed  KiDce  it  received  onr  official  recognition 
as  a  Sovereign  and  Independent  Grand  Body.  During  this  time  wo 
have  t>een  able  to  gather  many  items  of  interest  and  information  tend- 
ing to  show  the  neceHsities  and  apparent  good  reunons  for  sach 
independent  organization.  We  are  now  more  than  ever  well  satisfied 
that  the  action  of  onr  Grand  Lod^e  in  extending  fraternal  recognition 
was  a  move  in  the  right  direction.  Our  admiration  for  this  yonng 
giantess  in  the  sisterhood  of  Grand  Lodges,  and  the  pleasure  we  derive 
in  observing  its  growth  correspondingly  increase  as  we  learn  more  and 
more  of  the  true  Masonic  worth  and  charact<T  of  those  brethren,  and  of 
their  commendable  and  consistent  action,  under  difficulties  of  a  trying 
and  perplexing  nature. 

Alabama  report  for  1879  acknowledged. 

GRAND   0FFICER8. 

M.  W.  Lonis  Sohns. Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Thos.  M.  Beed  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Number  of  Working  Lodges 31 

WEST  VIRGINIA,  1880. 

After  three  special  meetings  for  ceremonial  work,  this  Grand  Lodge 
assembled  in  its  Sixteenth  Annual  Communication,  at  Wheeling, 
November  9th,  A.  D.  1880. 

Present,  M.  W.  John  W.  Arbnckle,  Grand  Ma<4ter,  with  all  Grand 
Officers  and  the  representatives  of  seventy-five  constituent  lodges. 

The  Grand  Master's  address  is  very   brief,  and  while  announcing 

prosperity,  it  also  intimates  confusion  among  the  workmen,  thus: 

Onr  full  meetings  are  indictitions  of  the  prosperity  of  our  order,  and 
that  amid  the  busy  scenes  of  life  men  of  all  creods  and  politics  set  aside 
other  thoughts  and  differences  to  work  together  in  unison,  yet  we  fear 
there  is  not  now  that  harmony  existing  in  all  sections  and  lodges  in  onr 
State  that  should  characterize  these  sentiments,  and  it  is  our  duty  to 
adopt  some  measure  to  restore  more  perfect  peace  and  harmony  to  the 
Craft 

One  lodge  was  organized  during  the  year,  U.  D. 
He  decides  in  favor  of  the  liquor  dealers,  as  thus: 

1.  Wonld  it  be  detrimental  to  Masonry  to  iidmit  a  man  in  the  retail 
liquor  business  whose  private  and  moral  chanicter  is  good  ? 

Answer— No.  The  moral  character  of  an  applicant  for  the  mysteries 
of  Masonry,  and  not  his  business  or  trade,  is  the  test  of  qualification. 

The  following  appears  to  us  a  correct  decision,  though  we  have  never 

in  a  long  experience  met  with  a  case  to  which  it  would  apply: 

9.  Can  a  lodge  by  vote  order  a  petition  to  be  returned  to  the 
petitioner?    D  so,  must  that  vote  be  a  majority  or  unanimous  ? 
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Aofiwer — A  lodge  cannot  by  vote  return  a  petition  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  petitioner  before  ballot;  neither  can  a  petition  be  withdrawn 
before  ballot  without  couBeot  of  the  lodge  aiter  it  has  been  presented; 
bnt  where  petitioner  from  good  inotiveH  asks  that  his  petition  be  returned 
to  hiin,  the  lodge  by  unanimous  vote  can  return  it  before  ballot, 
together  with  the  fee.  The  lodge  is  the  judge  of  the  motives  of  the 
petitioner  requesting  the  return  of  his  petition. 

B.  W.  District  Deputy  Grand  Master,  S.  N.  Myers,  of  the  4th  District 
reports  a  lamentable  calamity,  as  follows  : 

This  report  would  be  incomplete  did  I  fail  to  notion  the  tragic  and 
untimely  death  of  my  predecessor.  Dr.  W.  B.  Alexander,  of  Dnffields. 
Whilst  surveying  the  ruins  of  the  Masonic  Hall  destroyed  by  fire  in  the 
early  part  of  the  yeair,  and  of  which  report  was  made  in  a  foregoing 
page,  the  walls  fell  upon  him,  producing  severe  injuries  of  the  cranium, 
from  the  effects  of  which  he  died  about  three  hours  after.  His  extremely 
sad  and  sudden  death  proved  to  be  quite  a  calamity  to  the  entire  neigh- 
borhood with  which  he  had  been  identified  in  the  successful  practice  of 
his  profession  for  a  number  of  years,  and  in  which  he  enjoyed  the  con- 
fidence and  esteem  of  the  whole  people.  He  was  zealous  in  the  cau8« 
of  Masonry,  and  in  every  way  an  exemplary  and  peaceable  citizen, 
and  the  record  of  his  past  life  is  such  as  many  would  do  well  to  emu- 
late. 

No  report  on  correspondence. 

OBAND  OFFICEBS. 

M.  M.  Brother  Charles  J.  Faulkner  Jr Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Brother  Odell  S.  Long  (re-elected)  Grand  Secretary. 

"  Whole  number  of  Working  Lodges.'* 81 

WISCONSIN.   1880. 

The  proceedings  before  us  give,  besides  the  work  of  the  Annual  Com- 
mnnication,  the  details  of  three  special  ceremonial  meetings,  all  held  in 
the  City  of  Milwaukee,  as  follows  : 

One  June  20th,  1879,  to  lay  the  corner  stone  of  the  New  Hospital  at 
the  Soldiers'  Home. 

Another  October  30th,  of  same  year,  *'to  lay  the  corner  stone  of  the 
building  in  process  of  erection  for"  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  that 
city. 

And  the  third,  devoted  to  the  installation  of  Lodge  OflScers,  was  held 
December -27 th,  1879. 

All  of  which  duties  were  performed  with  ample  and  appropriate 
Masonic  ceremony. 

The  Annual  (the  3Gth)  convened  June  8th,  1880,  but  did  no  work  at 
that  time,  as  the  following  minute  explains  : 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  by  the  Grand  Master. 


1881.J  APPENDIX.  303 

On  motion,  the  Gnind  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to  refreshment 
until  10  o'clock,  a.  m.  Tuesday,  June  loth. 

This  action  was  necessary  on  account  of  the  Renuion  of  Soldiers  and 
Sailors,  in  this  city,  at  the  date  above  mentioned,  which  made  it  impos- 
sible to  properly  transact  the  business  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

On  June  loth,  1880,  therefore  we  date  the  commencement  of  the  d6tb 
aonnal  communication. 

Present,  M.  W.  Charles  T.  G.  Collins,  Grand  Master,  with  Grand 
Officers,  and  the  Representatives  of  159  Constituent  Lodges. 

The  annual  address  is  a  good  business  message,  dwelling  principally 
on  local  matters. 

He  announces,  with  feeling,  the  loss  of  R.  W.  David  S.  Vittum,  Grand 
Treasurer,  who  died  April  10th,  1880  ;  and  also  the  death,  April  29th, 
of  R.  W.  William  H.  Miner,  PaKt  Deputy  Gmud  Master.  Advises  the 
balding  of  a  Lodge  of  Borrow,  which  was  accordingly  convened  June 
16th,  and  appropriate  memorial  services  conducted  in  memory  of  the 
deceased. 

He  had  granted  one  dispensation  for  a  new  Lodge,  but  had  refused 
numerous  other  applications  of  that  kind,  impelled  thereto  by  **the 
best  interests  of  the  Fraternity."  He  thinks  they  have  "already  too 
many  Lodges  " 

He  reports  among  his  decisions  two  that  very  properly  restrict  assess- 
ments and  the  use  of  Lodge  funds,  viz  : 

1.  Assesument. 

The  right  to  make  and  collect  an  assessment  to  pay  legitimate  Lodge 
expenses  or  Masonic  charity  is  unquestioned,  but  1  do  not  believe  the 
right  extends  to  an  assessment  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  hall. 

2.  Lodge  Funds. 

1  do  not  think  it  right  to  appropriate  Lodge  funds  for  other  than 
Masonic  uses. 

The  desire  of  part  of  your  members  to  aid  in  the  completion  of  a 
chnrch,  is  nnquestionably  a  laudable  one,  but  it  can  certainly  be  more 
properly  exercised  from  their  private  purses  than  from  the  Treasury  of 
the  Lodge. 

As  to  finances,  the  reports  show  the  balance  for  the  year  to  be  on  the 
xcrong  side  of  the  account  To  meet  this  emergency  it  was  determined 
to  reduce  printing  expenses,  suspend  the  school  of  instruction,  and 
increase  the  dues  from  25  cents  to  50  cents.  The  last  we  think  the  most 
pro[>cr  measure  and  the  only  one  really  needed. 

We  find  no  general 

BEPOBT  ON   CORBESPONDENCE, 

bat  that  committee  made  a  special  report  recommending  the  recognition 
of  the  United  Grand  Lodge  of  Colon  and  the  Island  of  Cuba,  which 
was  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 
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OBAMD  OFFICEB8. 

M.  W.  Brother  Emmons  E.  Chapin Grand  Master. 

E.  W.  Brother  John  W.  Woodhnll,  re-elected Grand  Secretary. 

Namber  of  Lodges 188 

WYOMING.  1880. 

This  Grand  Lodge  convened  in  its  Sixth  Annual  Gommauication,  at 
Cheyenne,  October  12th,  A.  D.  1880. 

Present,  M.  W.  James  H.  Hayford,  Grand  Master,  with  most  of  the 
Grand  Officers,  and  the  BeproHentatives  of  five  subordinate  Lodges. 

The  Grand  Master'ts  Address  is  thas  alloded  to  in  the  minates,  of  the 
afternoon  session  of  the  12th : 

The  Grand  Master  having  failed  to  reduce  his  address  to  writing,  the 
hour  of  7:30  p.  m.  was  designated  as  the  time  of  delivering  the  same. 

But  it,  the  speech,  does  not  appear  in  the  subsequent  minutes. 

Brother  Wm  G.  Tonn,  Grand  Secretary,  reports  with  acceptable  full- 
ness on  finances  and  the  general  condition  of  the  Graft. 

As  to  revenues  every  thing  is  satisfactory ;  but  Brother  T.  does  not 
like  the  footings  of  his  statistical  tables,  saying  in  reference  to  them, 
and  the  losses  by  death,  what  is  quoted  l)elow : 

Upon  comparison  of  the  above  with  the  statement  of  the  former  year, 
I  confess,  that  my  expectations  concerning  our  growth,  have  not  been 
realized  ;  much  less  work  has  been  done  than  was  accomplished  a  year 
ago,  and  but  three  members  have  l>een  added  to  our  roll.  This  seems 
to  me  hardly  in  keeping  with  the  general  prosperity  and  increased  pop- 
ulation of  our  Territory,  and  your  careful  attention  and  consideration 
is  solicited  to  point  out  the  cause  of  this  apparent  standstill,  and  sug- 
gest a  remedy. 

Death,  with  his  icy  and  merciless  hand,  has  torn  from  our  midst  five 
of  our  friends  and  Brothers.  Their  places  are  vacant  and  can  never 
again  be  filled  ;  but  with  Masons'  hope  and  faith  we  feel  that  they  have 
entered  the  realms  of  eternity  to  enjoy  everlasting  refreshment  offered 
by  the  '*  Grand  Master  *'  above. 

The  sudden  and  untimely  death  of  our  never  to  be  forgotten  Brother, 
£.  P.  Johnson,  of  Gheyenne,  draped  this  Gity  and  the  Territory  in  deep 
mourning.  Though  his  body  is  returning  to  th^  earth  from  whence  it 
came,  the  history  of  this  Territor>'  will  never  permit  his  name  to  be 
effaced  from  its  pages,  and  his  memory  will  live  in  the  hearts  of  friends 
and  Brothers  till  they  join  him  in  the  paradise  above. 

OBAND     OFFICFBS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Frank  M.  Foote Grand  blaster. 

R  W.  Bro.  William  G.  Tonn  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 5 
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Coming  now  to  the  inevitable,  and  doabtless  moHt  desirable, 


CONCLUSION, 

it  may  not  be  inappropriate  to  remark,  that  we  are  oonscions  of  having 
been  tempted  to  say  many  things  in  this  extended  report,  which,  possi- 
bly, might  well  have  been  omitted.  Especially  is  this  pertinent  to  those 
comments,  herein,  where  opinions  are  propounded,  somewhat,  variant 
from  accepted  formulas  in  religion,  jurisprudence  and  polity,  and  where 
an  enforced  brevity  of  statement  has  necessarily  prevented  the  compre- 
hensive development  of  the  writers  dissentient  views,  and  the  reasons 
which  sostain  and  enforce  them. 

We  greatly  fear,  then,  that  in  following  the  impalse  of  the  momenti 
we  have  both  commented  too  freely,  and  also  obtruded  upon  the  reader 
too  many  of  oar  (progressive?)  ideas  or  idiosjrncracies. 

For  whatever  faults  of  incompleteness  or  of  obtrusiveness,  of  prolixity 
or  of  selfishness,  this  work  may  be  justly  censurable,  we  can  only  oraye 
pardon  and  enter  the  general  plea  of  homan  frailty,  exclaiming  with 
Bams — 

*'Bat  och !  mankind  are  nnco  weak, 

An*  little  to  be  trosted  ; 
If  self  the  wavering  balance  shake. 

It's  rarely  right  adjusted." 

OUYEB  &  BEEBS, 

Chairman. 


20 
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LIST  OF  PBOCEEDTMOS  BSVISWED. 

ArkADsas 1880  Missonri 1880 

Briti8h  Columbia 1«80    Montana 1880 

California 1880  '  Nebmska 1 88 1 

Canada i  Nevada  1880-1881 

Colon-Caba 1880-1881    New  Bronawick 1881 

Colorado 18H0  '  New  Hampshire 1880 

Connecticat 1881  '  New  Jersey 1881 

District  of  Columbia ..1880    Now  Mexico 1881 

Dakota 1881  .  Mew  York 1881 

Delaware ^..1880  .  Nova  Scotia 1880 

Florida 1881    Ohio 1880 


Georgia 1880 

Idaho 1880 

Illinois 1880 

Indian  Territory .  1880 

Iowa 1881 


Oregon 1 880 

Pennsylvania 1880 

Prince  Edward  Island 1880 

Quebec 1881 

Rhode  Island 1880 


Kansas 1881  \  South  Carolina 18rtO 

Kentucky 1880  ,  Tennessee 1880 

Louisiana 1881  ■  Texap ...       1880 

Maine 1861  :  Utah 1880-1881 

Manitoba 1881    Vermont 1880 

Maryland 1880-1881  '  Virginia IfiSO 

Massachusetts 1880  i  Washington 1880 

Michigan 1881  ;  West  Virginia 1880 

Minnesota 1881     Wisconsin 1880 

Mississippi , 1881  !  Wyoming 1 880 


Ebbata  : — Two  oversights  occurred  in  reading  proof  which  Brother 
Beers  thinks  of  sufficient  importance  to  be  noticed. 
Page  248,  10th  line  from  bottom — except  is  printed  instead  of  excerpt. 
Pbge  261,  top  line,  violated  is  printed  instead  of  rioted. 
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mih  Iht  nuB^irr  <^  JfeWMT.t,  amo-iiil  of  Data  pairi  In  thf  ilrmul  ladgt, 
and  Ihe  niimf'n-  iif  lluiar  K'derai,  I'aiHfd.  Raafi,  AffilUiltd,  Jirjedal,  and 
DoHilUtl,  simx  ia*l  llflum. 
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4&Mobile. 

41  LiviDgHton }  2fi|  1 

43L«ighWii 1  'H|  " 

44'GMtOII I  af . 

4l>|HarD]0iiy 1  «!  i  ■  ■ 

i9DeaiopoliB !  3l    ' 

5n| Union i  «■  1 

52SeT  Market I  20   ] 

53  QreeDine- ''^   ' 

54Ao.ily 3' 

6S  Uonnt  Moriah 1  32   1 

56iTroy ilOS,  < 

57  Tinkenee :  38;   1 

59  BcDtoD ;  36,  1 


11881. 


I  lis  I  i 


Naueb  of  Lodobs. 


63Socinl 27*13  00   G   G  6   T      :   . 

G4  Eureka 61  29  (Mi ....... .        3 

65 Libert; «    U  (Xi  ..     .■  1  ,,    i   2 

GT HuDipdUD  Sidne; 37  18  50  6  4  4  3  I  ,. 

eeHolse; H      7  50 

Bi)  Howard S*   25  50  . .  . . '  I  . .  .      i 

TOCeutraJ W   15  110  a   1   1    1        2 

7lTohopekB 3M   13  50 

72  Widow's  Son 3i   10  00   1.  1  ..    2      ... 

74  Solomon 39   13  00 !.. 

75CoketriIlB 34    16  00   1    1    1    l..:l 

76'Anl)nrn 18     7  60'..    ...    2..,  2 

7BCtozitr 16     800.. i...    1..    3 

80,Wilcoi 2*   11  50   1    I    1    I..'.. 

8i  Saiot  St^pheDH 29 i  1    1  ,.  ..,  J.  1 

83FrieDdship 31    ....   !....'..  . 

84Erophotk *'  20  00   li  2  5  ..  , .'  1 

8BUendiaDS<lD 15     6  50'  1    111    l..!., 

89Pralliille 30   15  Oo'  1    I  ..'  1  ..    7 

9<j.Pflitter n    10  50  a  -J    !( 

91Henrj 40    19  00   1.   I..    1..    3 

93&awyer 3G   3-2  00   2   ii   I    4..'.. 

SSDanTille   31   31"  OO. .  .   |. .,     ,     ;iO 

96  TackabatchM .40    19  5"   3   3   2..    1  .. 

97  Lozabatchee. 55   27  OOi  3   3  3   1    1   2 

tlSFnltoQ 26   12  00   I. .,..-.  I..    1 

90M<^m 26   13  OH     '.I..    2  ..  ., 

lOlHartBell 29   13  SO,.i..,  l..!  1  .. 

103Beniwn 18   10  50   1.  1    I    .,..,  1 

104  Good  SamBritan 28   26  50  2   2   1    1  ..1  1 

105Shiloh 24     !l  50  3   3   5   1  ..!.. 

lOeHennon 22   10  50   I    I    1  ..  ..j  4 

107CLocta»- 17     7  fiO |  1 

llOForeat  Hill 33   15  50  . .  , ,    1    l..;2 

117  PerrjTilis. 13     8  00   1 '., 

119SolasalBn 36   15  00   1    1    1    1  ..    1 

12tJ  Camp  Hill 18     !t  00  ....  ,,    1  ..    1 

124FeIii -AJ   1100   1    1   1    1..    3 

125  Htrndon -    28   13  50  .....,..,. . 

120  Geneva «    16  50   2   2  2   1    I  . . 

131Yorkville 2^   13  50   1    1  ..i..  ..!  9 

132Boanoke 13     7  50   1   1.  1    l..il 

laSLoschapok*. .13;    6  50 l..|  1 
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1 

Names  of  Lodoeh 

1 

I IM 

s 

t 

F 

1  8  5u  r.'  :t  a  2  , . 

m 

Wiley 

I  17 

i:i6 

Ul 

m 

BetLH 

IkM»iN 

uii 

i  -io 

lij  no  1   ■.. 

lu  00,  «  a.  ai  a  2 

•aJ.'lii; 

IB  S"     1,.    1    2., 

3 

1 

m 

US 

Dnleville 

Fnteruily 

:w 

4 

U7 

Ill 

•J  50   1,  I    1    5..   .. 

153 
164 

1S1 

HoDTOHVille 

NuUnrsb^ 

■  -ii' 

211 

la  CO  1..I,  1  1,. 

!»  (JO   1    1    l'  li'  1 

12  a)  ....  .   1  3  , . 

14  50 ;,    1. 

iii'hi''.'.  1  *i  2^ 

C  50..i     ... 
fi  5i).-  ,.■,,    1  .. 
25  (H)..            ,   ■.. 

167 

Snmerville 

MnysYilie      

■  H 

Veaivk       

1K3 

F.iyetleviUe 

1  15 

IBS 

MoUDt  Hope 

-JU 

'=",*'-'"i- 

ITS 

« 

53  50.,l  1    1   2.  1 
jfi  50-  :ii  3  ;i . ,  . . 

11  0(1    1    1    1    1  .. 

9  00   2  a   4  ,    . . 

- . .    a  a.  2  2  . . 

15  50,....l..|   ,  .. 
ll'OOl  1!  1.  )l  2|,. 

INO 

M.hDiit  Hillmnl  

2-2 

lit, 
1H6 

1H7 
1»i 

UfHiiit  Etulo 

(!i.tiinli. 

r«n(1ni.irk 

riinlouville. 

1  2;i 

ail 

an 

a  w  ..  ..  t  ]',. 

l:l 

ar, 

1113 
1»K 
I'M 

3m 

Ml 

H..pewtll 

Oilrdonio 

12  50 1  , . 

15  w   ;t   3   2.   1  ,. 

13  00   2,  Ij,,,  1  ,, 

'e'oo'-i'a  i.]'.'. 

11  50    .    l,,l..i.. 

vniiry  ".■■.■.■..";:::::::::: 

Ma.,niBKSpri-.g. 

i-i 

Ale»t).lm 

124 

aOSHuraball 

aUYork. 

812PDlQam  ......... 

S15^Bllilders 

BIbISboj  Diion 

SielLinetiUe 

aailTruBiiw. 

232|WeHteni  Star 

:233SKud7Bidge. 

2«4|Ne»loQ 

335  Lonisfilte 

336SiuUFe 

3jHDa1Iiu   

333  8eputf^ 

235  Hatpereville 

23«  Pairmoant. 

2n,BoweD 

2»2 Coosa 

2iaRam.r 

SllDiiwBon 

24n.Ii>hn  Payna 

24r,H«rri80n   

M7Crop*eH 

aitfLewreQce. 

2*9ToliiciL 

25UAra»ud 

251  Cimp  Creek 

M'2  North  Port 

25:(  Rose  Hill 

8S6Gi>jle«»ille 

UHRiodoiph 

aeOBellrillB 

261  rnlladpfto. 

3G3  Meridian 

iOf'  Uonot  PleftaanL . . 
267  Wiad  Creek 

270  Butler  HprioR  . . . 

271  Pea  River 

272  Clirtou 

276  Prankfurt 

277  Urkin»»ille 

«7M;Notlhero. 


..  31S15  SO  i 

. .  67,  26  00  . , 

..,-<!«,  37  »>,. 

.    27  13  00   1 

..«  21  60   ! 

. .  *4  aa  00  ! 

..lU  5  00.. 

..30  H  00    1 

..,12  «00.,, 

..|40  1 


50| 


..30  24  UOt  . 

..:25  U  50,  i 

. .  18.  9  00 

. .  !22'  9  O0i 

..{32  16  00 

...10  15  OU 

..19  9  00 

..■M:  18  &J 

. .  19  15  511 

...30,  13  60 

..aa;  s  5u 

. .  .3a  u  00. 

..i  9  8  00' 

. .  iO  13  50 


..Zi  

.24  11  50 

.53  25  50 

..41  18  00 

...11  5  00 

..30  13  50 

.  30  15  00 

. .  27  13  50. 

..19  9  511, 

, .  23  10  Oil 

,.li!  7  50 

..SO  21  50 


1  514  3 
.  ,.  .     I 

a'  sj  3   ,1 

1.  I  .....  1 

3  3  3-  1  1  » 

3  nl  3,., 

2  9;  i'i  .. 

7  ol  r'i '; 
i 


3  a:  , 

3  4  4  8,. 

5,4  it.'.',  'i 


IM.] 


KiMEs  OF  Locoes. 


380  Hpringville 37,$1C  5' 

asil^mrleB  BaRterviUs if 

aea'DBriaton 1 10;  23  0 

385  GeorgiuDii 291  13  0 

ajT  ClintoD  32   15  5 

auuOilleKpia ill      a  B 

SOlSorriH Ii!8l  13  5 

3lM  Zion jaSI  12  o 

31)5  tientral  City n9  39  5 

SlDJoneeboro 35|  IB  U 

319:ClntUTilla il4|   ..   . 

aaii  Watrenton *J,  13  6 

321  Plensonl  HiU '3J;  14  0 

SMVioln >27i  13  (> 

329  Msdiaon  Stfltion ;24l  11  6 

330;Fnrkliind 119;    9  r. 

331  Clurity [17     8  6 

332  BtDB  Eye '21'  lu  0 

33401iTer ,20     9  5 

335  NsDBfaliii. IS     75 

337Jol"i80D |23   11  0 

339  Albert  Pik* \2l\  13  6i 

340  Clear  Creek 31    14  5i 

314  Pikeville 32   16  Oi 

3i5  Euho .50  24  51 

348Bien»iUe ,  |37;  18  5 

3490zBrk 4UI  U4  0 

3iioSip«ey ti',  ID  5 

3.51  Wilson  Willi»tns SB   13  0 

353  Bock  MilU. 3(1   IB  0 

SSlHeabon 2,1    U  0 

355^ Van  Baren 3(1    |2  5 

SSTiKutledge 17,    6  B 

SuSBnrboiu 2S  , .... 

360  Newtonville 13   14  G' 

361  Town  Creek 24   US  & 

363CbeBl8r 18'  21  0' 

364,PletuieDt  Site 34   31  0' 

3Bt(iOoraco 321  31  0 

307'Cb«iidlor ;20     9  Oi 

368  Cross  Flaim 48  22  & 

369Alliel8l*u ,45,22  0" 

STIjBaaMUnlls i3(jj  18  0 
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^S 
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J 

3 
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3 
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3    4 
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4 

6  1 
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J 
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e  I  Nuaa  or  Loioes.  ' "      °  :    b.  -    ?• 


375 GaiDesTille .)3*16  Oo  -    .   ■-.    1-..    2 

STA^Dtn  Creek 16 ...    3 

377L«ke  Cily 33   15  50   3  i   2  , .  .      3 

STiiRobmE.  Lee IH     9  00   1    I   1    4,.'  1 

SSOUbatcbee IM   23  (Hi   6  I- 10   4  . .    3 

3tJlE.H.Cook IB     aOO.-    I 2 

383  Ben  Pope !«     7  oH  :J 1 

384  BiimiDgham  Fnttemal 4M   24  5i.    I    1    1   9   3  3 

3B6Triuity 31   16  50  B   914   2  4.  3 

38MSewburgh 48  21  5i    3   3  3  ..  ..!  I 

391  North  Bonier. W    10  00   1    1   2.    .,1.. 

392  Hickory  Fist 10     7  On   ^    2   2    1... 

394  Valley  Head 17     7  0<'   S   4   3  . .    1  . . 

3950pelika       2H   13  50 4    11 

39BF«lkville 35 1    I    3.,!.. 

397  Black  Oak 23  21  50  4   1    14    1-. 

398  HHrtselle  iti   10  50  2   «   2   7 -.i  1 

39»  Haw  Riilife W   11  0(i    1    1    1.      1.. 

400HaucBvll]e 2ti    II  50   4   4   4    1  ..■  4 

ftriUreeu  Hili «    13  ar   3   2   1        1.. 

403  Childertlinro !■'     7  50 

401Hobok.ii U     7  Oi>   1  ..    1    1  ..■  1 

406 Doric i3   IMiO   1    1    1   3..    3 

407  North  Kivei I'i   13  IMi   3    1    1    ].... 

408Hilliiboro  20   10  00  . .  . .    1    1  ..    3 

409PDUdtown 23     8  5"   1..    4..    1-. 

410  Heleoa 39   19  00   5   3   5   3   2   6 

411J«miH0il iV   13  50   1    1    1    3  .   ■■- 

4iaAinberwin 63   30  01)   9|0   9   C   2   3 

413HihU  Sbonl-i HHK)  . ,  .    . 

4l4SnlphatSj)riu(jM  U     5  50   4   4   ; 

415()dkI.A-vel 25     9  50,.     .. 

41li  WilliamiiLnrK 24   2100   (>   9   1 

417Geor{;e  Koiilh 211     8  51)   6   fi  i 

42ij  Broouitown J8|  13  5o   7   7   ; 

421  Cullninn  FriUernnl  3^16  011   5   7   1 

432  Shorlecville 'Mi   17  50 

423CLiDlon.. ...      42  21  00   0  4   ; 

424<ie<irf{u  WiUuQ 23   11  50  .  .  ..    1 

425  Tfi).|.Ie 21)    12  01)  . .     I    ! 

42IJUiLuic'l  Prntt 28   14  (hi   3   5   5  9    .  -• 

42(iBelKreeu  22 3   2   2   3  2-. 

429  Milo  Abercrombie 20 7   8  B   l'.'-^ 


1881.J 


APPENDIX. 


313 


NASCEfl  AND  NTJMVERH  OF  IjOD<}E8, 


a ' 

OQ 


a 
B 

2" 


Names  of  IjOdoeb. 


430  Albertville 18 

431  Gftdsden ir. 

432  Steers  Stfttion 12 


M   2i   l! 
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1881. 

AT  REFRESHMENT  ABOVE. 


James  Willick.  Feb.  17 ) 

William  Wilson,  July  7 >  Helion No.  1 

Frederick  O.  Shaudies,  Oct.  15 ) 

William  J.  Hamilton,  April  7 I  %l„«/^«                                 n  7 

John  A.  Greene.  Oct.  17 ^  Macon 7 

George  C.  Dill,  Sept.  — i 

Abner  Dill,  Oct.-84  years V  Gilead "  9 

William  E.  Biggs,  May  21—32  years. .  ) 

Thomas  Kennedy,  May  30 j^    j  ^j^j^^  ^art -  10 

Johnson  J.  Hoyd,  July  26 j       '' 

Frank  M.  Hereford.  Jan.  22 Montgomery •*  11 

John  W.  Black,  July  27 [  . ..    ^^                                ,,  .  ^ 

Peter  F.  Crenshaw,  Jnly  25 f  Ainens lo 

Benben  H.  Jackson   Nov.  18,  1880 . . .    ^  ^a  Fayette "  26 

Simon  Levy,  Aug.  ^ f  ^ 

Lawrence  S.  Banks,  April  19 Rising  San '*  29 

Pierce  H.  DoBardelaben.  Nov.  25. 1880.  )  a„.„„^                               «  «, 

BenjaminF   Davis,  Jan.  17 [  Antanga 31 

Francis  M.  Mann.  Jan.  9 Wetumpka "  39 

Alonzo  L.  Willonghby,  Nov.  12 »     Mobile "  40 

James  A.  Madding,  Sep.  20,  18S0.   .    .  iT^:-u*^„                             .«  ^o 

Louis  H.  Sadler.  Jan.  C.  1880   <  ^^g'^^on « 

William  H.  Thornton,  Jan.  27 ) 

David  G.  Stern,  Jan.  8 V  Harmony "  46 

John  I).  McCormick,  May  29 ) 

Jam*>s  R.  ( 'ole.  May  15     Dcmopolis "  49 

Larkiu  A.  Kelley.  April  28 New  Market ••  52 

Gecirge  W.  Stewart,  May  14 Troy "  56 

John  ('   Grninbles,  Nov.  H.— 504  yrs.     Benton "  59 

William  Carroll  Hardaway,  Nov.  5 . . . .     Tcmipkinsville "  61 

John  F.  Foreman,  Jan.  21 Saint  Johns "  62 

Edward  T.  Eubanks,  Feb.  11 (.  q«  •  i                                  ««  fi^ 

DnBose  E.  Anthony,  Ang.  3 J  "*^^*** ^^ 

Maliehi  W.  Davis,  April  22 Holsey "  68 

Alexander  Curry,  Jan.  21 I  ^  ^„.^,                                „  ^^ 

Josiah  n.  Doai.K,  Sept.  26 f  Ltnirai /U 

Benjamin  H   Wagner,  Feb.  18 [  Tohoneka                            "  71 

William  A.  Johnston,  Julv  21    f  ^^nopeKa n 

WilliamE.Crook,  Dcc.22.  80-32iyr8.     Widow's  Son «  72 

John  W.  Hanna,  Dec.  15,  1880 Crozier «•  78 
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JohnE.  Lee.  Jaly22 Prattville No.   89 

William  C.  Bethune,  Jane  4. Henry »*  91 

William  G.  Dudley,  Dec.  28,  1880 Tuckabatchee "  96 

John  W.  PauI.  Jan.  11 Fnlton "  98 

K:n^wSrA?ruJ:.'*.^"::|Hartwel. "  101 

Hogh  M.  Foehee Benson •'  103 

Edmond  M.  Viek.  Jnne  17 Shiloh "  106 

John  D.  Johnston,  Feb.  6 Hermon ••  10(5 

Erastas  StrinRfellow.  Feb.  9 Forest  Hill *•  110 

Irri%%tctlS1'i?"^'"::;::::|«^^^^^^^ "  »» 

David  H.  Newton,  March  10 Geneva "  129 

Benjamin  S.  Snell,  March  30 ) 

Washington  Pridmore,  June  16 y  Yorkville "  131 

John  L.  Guy  ton.  Oct.  30 ) 

Tyre  Manley,  June  2 Roanoke *•  132 

Milton  C.  Tilley,  Feb.  27 ) 

Benjamin  Still.  July  22 V  Wyley *•  134 

John  Bean,  Aug.  14 ) 

William  W.  Hay.  Nov.  9 Columbia ••  135 

Jerome  B.  Lyon,  Jan.  30 {  TTnitv                                *«  I'-tA 

William  M.  Vaughan,  Feb.  3 j  ^   "^ *  * '  ^"^^ 

Henry  i\  Horton,  June  12-595  years.     Shelby *'  140 

Charnel  H.  Cox,  Dec.  30,  1880 Burleson ••  143 

S.^P=Hr;rK^.7:: :::::::  I F«'-"^ "  "^ 

Isaac  M.  Johnson,  March  7 Missouri "  146 

Asa  Parker,  Oct.  1 Monroeville "  153 

James  Little,  Dec.  1 Nixburgh "  154 

William  C.  Mynatt Eastaboga "  155 

John  W.  Dnnu,  Sept  10 Somerville "  157 

Henry  Cretzburg.  July  14-  63  years. . .     Peuick ••  161 

W.  M.  D.  McGanghy,  Mar.  10,  '80-79  y. ) 

William  H.  Bowling,  Apr.  10.  '80— 58y.  V  Mount  Hope "  168 

James  8.  Clark,  Oct.  8,  51  years ) 

Samuel  W.  Stinson,  Nov.  14 Elba "  170 

James  M.  Bridges,  Jan.  6— 72  years. . .     Clopton "  171 

Israel  Hollings worth,  Mar.  16—64  yrs.     Fellowship "  172 

William  J.  Holt,  April  27 I  Andrew  Jackson "  173 

Isaac  B.  Faunce,  Jnne  15 J 

Isaac  Samuel,  July  15 Cataula "  181 

William  C.  Allen,  April  22—45  years. .     Tonibigbee "  190 

Robert  D.  Pyle,  March  7 Hopewell »•  193 

Columbus  0.  Cook,  March  19 ...     Caledonia "  198 

John  B.  Price,  April  6—72  years I  yaiipv                               "  ^0^ 

William  D.  Thurman,  Jan.  18-40  yrs.  (  ^''"^^ -i*w 

Reuben  H.  Brewer,  Aug.  25 — 62  years.     Manning  Spring **  204 

Christopher  0.  Scott.  July  29 York •*  211 

William  H   Wood,  Feb.  4,  1880 Putnam ••  212 

Columbus  B.  Avery,  April  9 Tensaw "  221 

Philip  D.  Stephenn,  June  6 I^niKville                         "  ^l^i 

Pharaoh  Cnrroll,  Nov.  22, 1880 '  ^"^*»^>"« ^^^ 

Isham  Kimball,  Feb.  17 Santa  Fe <•  226 
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Joseph  Bennett,  Jan.  18 ) 

Janies  T.  K«ii),  Sept.  10 [■  Sepulgft No.  233 

Arthur  Sims,  Nov.  18 ) 

Cftuuon  P.  Siivage,  Dec.  26,  1H80 Bowen "  241 

JeR«fe  T.  Anthony,  June  26  -67  years. .  [  p  .,  ., .  j 

Samuel  Spisener,  July  20-  -74  years.   .  f  ^^*^ ' ^^^ 

Charles  R   Waller,  Sept.  6—52  yeais. .     Rauier *•  243 

John  VV.  Liflore,  Oct.  10 Dawson "  244 

John  H.  Bnizzell,  Aug John  Payne *'  24o 

James  M.  Oillins,  S^pt H.irrison *'  246 

Ziicbariab  Corwile,  Mar.  27—78  years.     Amand **  250 

George  W.  Rhodes,  April  30— 60*year8.     Camp  Creek •*  251 

Jackson  Bell,  Oct.  27 . .     BelWiUe *•  260 

James  Hervey  Joiner,  Sf:p.  6— 61i  yrs.     Talladega "  261 

John  Wiishburn,  Feb  2?:J Meridian •*  26r» 

Charles  A.  Euglish,  Aug.  13 Mount  Pleasant **  266 

Loveless  Smith,  Sept  Pea  River "  271 

Robert  H.  Hollius,  April  25 Clifton ••  272 

Bason  D.  Williams,  Oct.  3,  1880 ) 

Thomas  J.  Milam,  Oct  26     53  years. .  SDaviston "  283 

Alonzo  C.  Bosworth,  Dec.  22,  '80—40  y.  ) 

Francis  M.  Cheshire,  JLir.  7— 62  years.  I  p..   .  ,,  ,.^,7 

Britton  Searcy,  July  13—62  years f  ^""^°° ^^* 

William  S.  Bt'iry,  March  6 Gillespie "  29J 

Martin  H.  Smith,  Sc'pt.  21 Central  City "  :<05 

Thomas  R.  Dagual,  Jan.  15—53  years.     Warrenion *'  320 

Peter  A.  Wylie,  April  15 ) 

Lemuel  Burnett,  June  20 VPlejisant  Hill ••  321 

Green  M.  Haley,  Nov.  2 ) 

John  T.  Fin<lley,  Oct.  1  —52  years  . . .     Blue  Eye **  332 

John  D.  Massi'V,  May  17—31  yetirs. . .     Johnson "  337 

Lewis  H.  Dwil,'  May  22-  79  years Echo "  345 

Green  B.  Whaley,  Mar.  16—68  years. .     Oz irk *'  349 

N.  Green  Norris,  Aug Rock  Mills . .  ••  353 

Thomas  J.  Lifwis,  July  22 Pleasant  Site "  364 

Ruf  us  W.  Penny,  Oct.  25 Cross  Plains •*  3(W 

John  P.  Cudliff,  Jan.  17 Atheist  an   •*  369 

John  D.  Hurst.  Feb.  22 Russell ville ••  371 

Christopher  Griy,  April  16 Saula  Creek •*  376 

William  S.  .McNeal,  August  Ohatchec ••  380 

John  S.  Moragne,  March  22     Ben  Pope "  3»3 

JoKi'ph  S.  Brookn,  Dec.  25,  1880   |  ,,.  .        «    .         i  *.  o^i 

Tk  J.  .^  \f..r '...... «»u».   vf.V  V  V  Birmingham  Fraternal,  *•  3:'4 

Thonian  Mcixmaugliy,  .Mar.  o \  ^ 

Lu<iua  K.  Burt,  Aug  25 i  Trinitv  "  ^S^. 

John  C.  Baker,  Sept.  1    f  '^"^^^^ '^^ 

Sanford  W .  O^hy,  Sept.  10 Hickory  Flat "  392 

Benjamin  F.  Paine,  Mar.  22 -47  yrs. .     Valley  Head '•  394 

Novi  Tucker,  April  12-49  years   li\     vu  .<  -lo* 

Forney  Reufro.  Sept.  16-.S7  yoars  ...  $  ^'P^"k« '*•'•> 

Abel  EtheridKo,  Dec.  13,  1880.  . . .  Hoboken **  401 

Cornelius  Bowles Doric **  40ii 

Daniel  P.  Cain,  Aug.  5   North  River *•  407 

John  W    Watford.  Oct.  6 Pondlown "  409 

James  M.  Ward,  Jan Jemisou "  411 
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John  Doberty,  Feb.  22 |  r»  *  v-      tnn 

James  Tbomfj.,  ApriHJ  [  Broomtown No.  420 

EliHha  Gullahoru,  March  2I> Clanton *•     423 

Thomaft  A.  DeArmand,  March (leorj^o  Wilnou **    424 

Jaues  Kent,  May  23 Daniel  Pratt ••    420 
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SUSPENDED  FOR  NON-PAYMENT  OP  DUES. 


HxLioN  'So,  1. — James  Hamilton,  John  D.  Foster,  Samael  H.  Hoorey 
James  Ulio — 4. 

MouiiTON  No.  6. — David  C.  Ooodlett — 1. 

BotAii  White  Habt  No.  10.— Samael  F.  Lightner,  James  G.  Floamoy, 
John  £.  Thomas,  Conncil  Bash,  John  H.  Dent,  Lemael  L.  Wise,  Henry 
Bradley,  Mumford  Collius,  William  W.  Johnson,  McCallnm  Bell,  Jere- 
miah N.  Williams,  Simon  P.  Suuderu,  Hart  Collins,  George  W.  Littie. 
John  G.  Sinqaefield,  John  H.  Rollins,  Monroe  Warren,  Kllby  T. 
Spence— 18. 

MoNTOoMEBT  No.  11.— Will  ail  Frazier — 1. 

Athens  No.  16  —John  B.  Hayes,  Asa  F.  Allen,  Henry  T.  Snow — 3. 

Geobqe  Washdjoton  No.  24.  —Nathan  Eatman,  John  T.  Bargin — 2. 

Dale  No.  25. — Joseph  H.  Bonner,  Daniel  Cook  Jr.,  Charles  F.  Ger- 
ald, Felix  Tait,  Jacob  N.  Whisonhunt.— 5. 

La  Fayette  No.  26. — Francis  M.  Moore,  Charles  E.  Waller,  John  H. 
Yonng,  Fabius  T.  Hill,  Clarence  M.  Verdel,  Jacob  S.  I^vy — 6. 

SELBiA  Fbatebnai..  No.  27.— Robert  T.  Barber,  Benjamin  F.  Bagley, 
Peter  Campbell,  Steven  J.  Daniel,  William  M.  Nettles,  Christopher 
Owen,  Charles  O'Neal,  Burr  C.  Warner,  Albert  S.  Woolley— 9. 

Mobile  No.  40.— Alfred  R.  Mnrray,  Albert  M.  Shaw,  John  R.  Tomp- 
kins, Jalias  J.  Freding— 4. 

LiYiNOSTON  No.  41. — Henry  R.  Foss,  James  B.  Cunningham — 2. 

Habmont  No.  46. — Thomas  S.  Smart,  Addison  A.  Walker,  Andrew  J. 
Carver— 3. 

Union  No.  50.— Wilson  Ethridge,  John  M.  Jefifries,  Solomon  F.  Phil- 
lips—3. 

New  Mabxet  No.  52.— Alfred  O.  Williamson,  Archie  A.  Sneed— 2. 

Amity  No.  54, — Erasmus  Bnll,  George  H.  Cole,  Willis  C.  Meriwether, 
Thomas  B.  McKerrell,  Edward  Meridetb,  Robert  H.  Williams— 6. 

EuBEKA  No.  64.— Thomas  J.  Burnett,  William  Kilpatrick— 2, 

LiBEitTY  No.  65. — Raphael  Fried,  William  T.  Jones— 2. 

EUmpden  Sidney  No.  67.— Henry  C.  Ivry— 1. 

HoLSEY  No.  68.  —James  M.  Wright— 1. 
21 
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HowABD  No.  69.~HermoQ  Kaafman,  John  B.  Williams,  Almeron  M. 
Wilmarth— 3. 

ToHOPEKA  No.  71. — Benjamin  P.  Young  -1. 

AuBUBN  No.  76.— Jeptha  J,  Padgett— 1. 

Gbozisb  No.  78.— Baty  Beid.  Alfred  T.  Martin,  Terrel  Andrews,  Wil- 
liam G.  Norton,  Bobert  P.  Dafreese,  John  C.  Watson,  Josiah  W.  White- 
side, Andrew  J.  Kerr,  Samael  S.  Love — 9. 

Ebophotic  No.  84.— John  I.  Mnrphree,  Jesse  D.  Oswalt — 2. 

Pbattvule  No.  89. — Archibald  S.  McKeithan,  Wyatt  G.  M.  GoUon, 
Peter  A.  Dantzlei,  Frederick  BL  Cobb— 4. 

Pfisteb  No.  90.— Bobert  H.  Lockhart,  Simeon  Strickland,  William 
Gamble— 3. 

Henbi  No.  91.— Bobert  S.  McEnight,  Benben  Shelley— 2. 

DANYiijiENo.  95.-r-JohnI>utton,  John  B.  Long,  Green  B.  Wallace— 3. 

TucKABATOHEE  No.  96.— William  W.  Padgett— 1. 

LozAHATCHEE  No.  97. — Andrew  J.  Swords — 1. 

Habtwbll  No.  101.— William  F.  Hanna,  Benjamin  W.  Mattison, 
Joshna  Draper  Sen.,  William  Girtrill— '1 

Benson  No.  103. — John  W.  Broadhead,  Ezekiel  U.  Danlap,  Bansom 
A.  Myers— 3. 

Fobest  Hill  No^.110. — John  G.  Bonds,  John  W.  Gaskins,  E.  Joseph 
Lancaster — 3. 

Pebrtville  No.  117.— Colombos  A.  Cosby— 1. 

Camp  Hill  No.  120.— Henry  W.  Williamson,  William  M.  Graves,  Ster- 
ling T.  Smith,  William  W.  Jones,  David  M.  Beaty— 5. 

Hebndon  No.  125. — Frank  B.  Tarr— 1. 

LoACUAPOKA  No.  133. — J  alias  C.  Phillips,  Thomas  J.  Dismoke,  James 
T.  Bailey,  James  L  Bedell,  John  I.  Nelms — 5 

Bethel  No.  141. — James  Kemp,  Bichard  J.  Wood — 2. 

Baldwin  No.  142. — Virgil  E,  Crawford — 1. 

Bubleson  No.  143.— Henry  C.  White,  George  W.  Holt— 2. 

DAiiEYiLLE  No.  144. — William  H.  Sconyers— I. 

Cold  Wateb  No.  148. — Marion  Hagan — 1. 

MoNBOEVLLLE  No.  153.— Joel  P.  Bawls — 1. 

NiXBuaoH  No.  154. — John  F.  Edwards — 1. 

SoMERTiLLE  No.  157. — Hannibdl  Hamilton,  John  T.  Cooper,  Thomas 
E.  Grantland,  Washington  W.  Peck,  Madison  B.  Bobinson,  James  Mc- 
Glathery,  John  W.  Wilson,  Divid  D.  Ford,  Isaac  Powers,  Bobert  M. 
Carter,  Thomas  C  Gmdy.  Nathau  Marion,  John  W.  Maxwell,  Christo- 
pher M.  Gillespy — 14. 

Maysvili^  No.  158.  — George  W.  O'Neal.  William  S.  Blevius,  Lcroy 
P.  Campbell,  John  N.  Thompson,  Horatio  H.  Hadeu — 5. 

Penick  No.  161.— Stephen  P.  Haynie,  James  Heister,  Bobert  P.  Lett, 
Eliaa  M.  Williams,  William  Powell— 5. 
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MousT  Hope  No.  168.— Samnel  H.  Radford,  William  N.  Weema— 2. 

CloptonNo.  171.— Robert  H.  I)ftvi«,  D.ivid  O.  Kelly-2. 

Andrew  Jackson  No.  173.— John  M.  Riley,  Richard  S.  Savage,  Brady 
F.  Warner,  John  T.  McDonald— 4. 

Mount  Eagle  No.  185.— John  R.  rramble,  Benjamin  CoRbnm,  George 
T.  Craddock,  Kinchen  L.  Forflheo,  Francis  M.  Sorrell,  iHaac  R.  Lowe, 
William  H.  Stone,  John  Meadows— 8. 

Hopewell  No.  193.— Jesse  Edwards,  Alvin  Thomas,  Thomas  W.  Mer- 
ri  wether— 3. 

Stlacauoa  No.  200. — Sion  B.  Glazener~l. 

Pettdhville  No.  207. —Willis  I).  Martin,  William  L.  Martin,  Isham 
C.  Vanghan— 3. 

YoEK  No.  211.— Andrew  J.  Hamilton— 1. 

Putnam  No.  212.— Eiiah  KuHt.  William  II.  Osbnrn,  James  F.  Richards, 
William  R.  Stone,  James  L.  Word,  Loammi  Stephenn,  Thomas  Blake, 
Sherod  Hodges,  Barton  Weaver,  Siiiteon  J.  Kidd,  Harmon  R.  Gay — 11. 

BuiLDEBS  No.  215. — Nathaniel  Welch,  Charles  W.  Hendrick,  John 
Sawyer,  James  £.  Hendrick— 4. 

LiNEYiLLE  No.  219. —William  D.  Hood,  Frank  M.  Dingier,  John 
Haynes — 3. 

Louisville  No.  225. — >IamcR  M.  Hobdy,  Thomas  W.  Hastings,  Jamea 
Carr,  Thomas  P.  C.  Phillips,  Angus  A.  McLean,  William  P.  Baxter,  Dan- 
iel D.  McDonald— 7. 

Santa  Fk  No.  220.— John  C.  Chapman.  Thomas  P.  Kelly— 2. 

Habpebsville  No.  235. — George  W.  liilbrey,  Patrick  H.  Randolph, 
Ira  C.  Dickerson,  John  (i.  Mnudine— 4. 

BowEN  No.  211.— Thomas  II.  Rawls.  John  F.  Rawls,  John  T. 
Booth— 3. 

Rameb  No.  213.— Thomas  J.  \Vilkin8-l. 

Dawson  No.  244. — Thomas  Shell,  Wiley  J.  Langsdon  Jr., — 2. 

John  Payne  No.  245. — Jt»ptha  T.  Seay,  James  M.  Ayres,  Joel  Atkins, 
John  D.  Walker— 4. 

Harrison  No.  240.— William  Huggins,  Thomas  J.  Login,  Edward  L. 
Rhodes— 3. 

Cropwell  No.  247.— John  Buchanan,  Rafas  K.  Morris.  James  B. 
Goss,  Lindsey  Payne,  John  Robcrson,  Randall  Williugham,  Jefferson 
Riley,  John  J.  Tant— 8. 

Lawrence  No.  248. — John  P.  Crawford,  William  W.  Sneed,  Franklin 
Hutto,  William  E.  Price -4. 

Amand  No.  250.— Thomas  H.  Williams— 1. 

North  Port  No,  252. --Jesse  J.  Wyatt,  Humphrey  H.  Sartein,  Asa  D. 
Sanders— 3. 

Boss  Htll  No.  253.— Jefferson  Myers— L 
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Gaylesville  No.  256.— Joseph  A.  Campbell— 1. 
BcTLEB  Spbimos  No.  270.~Jame8  O.  Atkins,  James  F.  Powell — 2. 
Pea  Biveb  No.  271.— Christopher  H.  Kiser— 1. 
CuPTON  No.  272.— Eli  Yow— 1. 
Fbakkfobt  No.  275. — Carroll  C.  Hister— 1. 

Larkinsville  No.  277.— Jomithan  F.  Martin,  Jesse  Lilly,  Samuel  H. 
McMahan,  Claiborne  W.  Hant,  Wiley  C.  Wright,  James  B.  Harris,  Da- 
Tid  Dishroon,  John  R.  Harris,  David  L.  Hall,  James  E.  Purkerson— 10. 
Northern  No.  278.— William  H.  Brazelton,  James  M.  Ward— 2. 
Spring viiiLE  No.  280.— Thomas  D.  Bradford,  James  A.  Glenn,  Colqait 
Mooney— 3. 
Georoiana  No.  285. — James  M.  Anderson,  Charles  M.  Vinson — 2. 
NojuBis  No.  301. — Beaben  Manning,  Benjamin  F.  Travis,  John  T.  Ar- 
nold—3. 
ZiON  No.  304. -John  C.  Kirkland,  Barney  Bishop— 2. 
Central  Citt  No.  305. — Colambos  J.  Gayle,  Samael  W.  John,  Rich- 
ard M,  Morrow,  Garner  M.  MoConnico — 1. 

Pleasant  Hill  No.  321.— David  Mays,  Thomas  Borlason,  Hill  K. 
Self— 3. 
Charity  No.  331.— Henry  Bork — 1. 

Oliver  No.  331.- F.  William  Dahlberg,  William  H.  Slade,  Samael  P. 
Davidson — 3. 
Nanafali4  No.  335. — George  W.  Jowers — 1. 
Johnson  Na  337. — Levi  L.  Daniels,  Nathan  C.  Kirkland — 2. 
Albert  Pise  No.  339.— Jack  G.  Gathrie,  George  W.  Duncan,  Charles 
T.  Pride-3. 

PiKEViLLE  No.  344. — David  C.  Morrow,  William  A.  Hall,  Craven  It. 
Spiller,  Aaron  M.  Sullins,  William  C.  BnrleAon,  Lewis  F.  May,  James 
A.  Barleson — 7. 

Bienville  No.  348.— Alexander  M.  Hoyle,  John  L.  Owen,  James  T. 
Bockcr,  Charles  H.  Tamer — 4. 

Wilson  Williams  No.  851. — Jastin  F.  Buchanan,  Henry  W.  Sanders, 
Plnmter  S.  Siddell,  John  C.  Tredway— 4. 

Van  Buren  No.  355.— Richard  Roberts,  Andrew  J.  Vann,  Andrew  W. 
Dilbeck,  Marshall  M.  Nicholson,  James  R.  Ward,  Isham  B.  Roberts, 
Samael  W.  Berry,  Thomas  F.  Weaver,  James  M.  Weaver,  Amos  M. 
Weaver — 10. 

Rftleikje  No.  357.— James  M,  Perkins,  Richard  S.  Perkins,  James  J. 
Owens,  Marion  T.  Mathews,  George  W.  Thagard,  James  D.  Cook— ti. 

Newtonville  No.  300.— George  W.  Gmvlee,  William  Johnson,  Wil- 
liam Hallmon,  William  T.  Olive— 4. 

Town  Cueek  No.  3C1.-  James  li.  Foster,  Van  B.  Williumson,  Liiuis 
K.  Morgan — 3 
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Chester  Na  363.— SeoretAry  W.  Chappell— 1. 

Pleasant  Site  No.  364.— Francis  \L  Winchester— 1. 

CoTAoo  No.  360. — John  Giiire,  James  Putman,  Joseph  R  Alison — 3. 

Chandleb  No.  367.— William  H.  Edwards,  William  R.  Hannicatt, 
John  H.  Brooks,  Andrew  J.  Baber  —4. 

Gross  Plains  No.  368.— Nathaniel  Tracy,  James  T.  Tracy,  Hiram 
Dngger,  Dnncan  M.  Garmichael,  Eeabon  P.  Morgan,  William  T.  Mor- 
gan— 6, 

Atheustan  No.  369.— Robert  J.  Calbertson— ]. 

Sauta  Greek  No.  376.— Thomas  Pool— 1. 

Lake  Gitt  No.  377. — James  Crosby  Jr. — 1. 

Robert  £.  Lee  No.  379.— Charles  D.  Beard,  Daniel  Eyser,  Benjamin 
F.  Mason— 3. 

Ben  Pope  No.  383.— Samuel  Orr,  Samael  H.  Wilson,  Francis  M.  Lit- 
tle, Polk  D.  Lee— 4. 

BiRMiNOHAic  Fraternal  No.  384.— William  L.  Gade,  William  T.  Tur- 
ner— 2, 

Trihitt  No.  386.— James  L.  Carey— 1. 

Newburqh  No.  388.— Rafos  S.  Milwee— ]. 

HiGKORT  Flat  No.  392.— Daniel  N.  HoUiduy,  William  C.  Hadson, 
James  H.  Hioes,  Nathaciel  W.  Howell — 4. 

Vallkt  Head  No.  394.— David  Long,  Wiley  J.  Day,  Samael  McSpad- 
den,  John  T.  Thomason,  James  R.  Baker— 5. 

Black  Oak  No.  397.— John  Coots,  George  H.  Eirtland— 2. 

Oreen  Hill  No.  402.— Benjamin  F.  Welch— 1. 

CrnT.DKBHBURQ  No.  403.— John  S.  Gibson— 1. 

Doric  No.  406.— James  K.  Polk,  Benjamin  F.  Barnes,  Washington 
Gilmore,  Thomas  Bowles — 4. 

SuLFHXTR  SpRQia  No.  414.— James  P.  Haveron,  James  H.  Canant— 3, 
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Helion  No.  1.— Lawrence  H.  Scruggs,  Robert  H.  Wilson,  William  H. 
McAnelly,  John  Berry — 4. 

BoTAL  White  Habt,  No.  10.— Hamilton  Cox— 1, 

MoMTooMEBY  No.  11.— Maarice  Franklin,  David  B.  Bryant,  Isaa^ 
Schwartz — 3. 

George  Washington  No.  24.— Albert  H.  Sears— 1. 

Selma  Fbateenai.  No.  27. — Albert  8  WooUey,  Thomas  M.  Williams, 
Frederick  J.  Hooker,  Edwin  M.  Werkheiser — 4. 

Washington  No.  36.— John  L.  Tompkins,  John  Carry,  Samnel  A. 
Steger,  William  M.  Jackson,  James  E.  Price,  Martin  D.  Patterson, 
Joseph  H.  Sloss,  James  McGniughy,  William  T.  Norman,  Henry  F. 
Newsom,  Leroy  Downs,  Allen  Green— 12. 

Mobile  No.  40. — Mathios  C.  Osborn,  Andrew  Turuball — 2. 

Habmony  No.  46 — John  M.  Bladworth,  Jacob  Lorch,  James  M.  Gkir. 
rett— 3. 

Demopolis  No.  49— Joel  J.  Bolton,  Frederick  W.  Obering— 2. 

Union  No.  50— George  P.  White,  William  Muuford— 2. 

New  Market  No.  52— Hezekiah  M.  Sueed,  Wallace  W.  Drake,  John 
Orman,  Pleasant  Miles— 4. 

ToMPKiNsviLLE  No.  61. — Jamcs  Madison  Foarshee — 1. 

Saint  Johns  No.  62. — James  T.  Norman— 1. 

Eureka  No.  64. — William  R.  Ashford— 1. 

Liberty  No.  65.— Lewis  Hase — 1. 

Hampden  Sidney  No.  67.— Charles  E.  Wilson,  Thomas  Norris,  Milton 
A.  Qoree— 3. 

Howard  No.  69— John  Ware  Page— 1. 

Central  No.  70.— James  E.  R,  Davidson — 1. 

Widow's  Son  No.  72— James  L.  Hays,  William  G.  W.  Albritton— 2^ 

CoKERviLLE  No.  75. — John  Owen — 1. 

Danville  No.  95.— George  H.  Hughes,  Stephen  U.  Livingston, 
Wesley  B.  Lindsey,  William  C.  Norris,  Andrew  J.  Shelton,  James  M. 
Braswell,  David  B.  Broswell,  Starkey  Reynolds,  William  S.  Terren- 
tine— 9. 

Tuceabatchee  No.  96. — Arthur  L.  Foreman— 1. 
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Salen  No.  90. — "Wiley  Mangham,  Kaleigh  Hightower,  John  0.  Skin- 
ner, Thomas  Gny— 4. 

Good  Samaritan  No.  104.— Isaiah  T.  Tolbert— 1, 

Choctaw  No.  107.— John  C.  O'Hara— 1. 

Camp  Hill  No.  120. — riohn  R.  Shepherd — 1. 

Geneya  No.  129.— Godfrey  L.  Holly— 1. 

Roanoke  No.  132.— Joseph  Robinson — 1. 

Wyley  No.  134— John  C.  Rotton— 1. 

CoLXTMBiA  No.  135. — James  P.  Williams— 1, 

Shelby  No.  140— David  N.  Williams— 1. 

Bethel  No.  141. — D.  Hawkins  Strickland — 1. 

BuBLESON  No.  143.  —Jesse  A.  Bolton — 1 . 

FsATEBNTrr  Na  145.— William  M.  Cole,  Willis  A.  Greene— 2. 

MoNBOEViLLE  No.  153. — Nathan  Bell — 1. 

NiXBUBOH  No.  154.— Thomas  J.  Nolen— 1. 

Eastabooa  No.  155. — Daniel  Dulaney— 1. 

Matstille  No,  158.— Kibble  T.  Daniel — 1. 

Penick  No.  161.— John  Christie,  John  H.  Maun,  Newton  J.  Gay, 
Andrew  J.  Thornton,  William  C.  Wallace— 5. 

Sdmteb  No.  166.— William  T.  Word,  James  P.  Carr,  Thomas  Shirley 
-3. 

Mount  Hope  No.  168.— William  W.  Reynold,  James  S.  Clark— 2. 

Elba  No,  170.— Samnel  W.  Stinson— 1, 

Anvbew  Jackson  No.  173.— Coleman  B.  Ferrell — 1. 

Mount  Hilliabd  No.  180. — Allen  E.  Rabon — 1. 

Mount  Eaole  No.  185.—  Stephen  D.  Crow — 1. 

Cataula  No.  186.  — Henry  W.  Box,  Reuben  G.  Crnmp,  Samuel  Isaac— 3. 

Hopewell  No.  193.— James  M.  Reynolds — 1. 

Valley  No.  203.— Bryant  H.  McCullough,  Henry  T.  Waldrnp,  Rich- 
ard J.  Tankersly— 3. 

Alezandbia  No.  208. — Thomas  H.  Martin— 1. 

Buildebs  No.  215.— William  A.  Conville— 1. 

Westebn  Stab  No.  222.— John  A.  Glasscock— 1. 

Louisville  No.  225. — Richard  P.  Tatum — 1. 

Santa  Fe  No.  22a— Frank  W.  Baker— 1. 

Dallas  No.  228. — Alonzo  L.  Higginbotham,  John  C.  Smith,  Abiam 
Leveritt,  Daniel  L.  Smith,  William  Hanes — 5. 

Sepuloa  No.  233.— William  C.  Wagnon— 1. 

HabpeAbville  No.  235. — Lewis  Watson — 1. 

BowEN  No.  241— George  H.  Henchy,  John  H.  Bedson,  Charles  Lane — 3. 

Rameb  No.  243.— John  S.  Howell— 1. 

Dawbon  No.  244.— William  Bryan,  Uriah  H.  Cook,  Giles  Haghe, 
Wade  F.  Shell,  Franklin  A.  Ansley— 5. 
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Habbibon  No.  24a— William  O.  Thomas,  William  A.  C.  GibeoD,  Asa 
D.  Lowery— 3. 

Lawrence  No.— 2i8.— Benjamin  Manley,  Timothy  Lee — ^2. 

NoBTH  PoBT  No.  252. — James  H.  Freeman— 1. 

Ebyin  No.  257.— Elijah  Sides,  Abner  Crawford,  Elijah  A.  Ferguson* 
John  Grace,  Archibald  Koeton,  William  Adkins — 6. 

Wind  Gbeek  No.  267.— James  D.  Land — 1. 

Nobthebn  No.  278.— Martin  B.  Bridges,  Thomas  B.  Pftrkhill— 2. 

SPBiNoviiaLE  No.  280— Elbert  White— 1. 

Geoboiana  No.  286.— John  K.  Sellers,  William  T.  Norton— 2. 

CuNTON  No.  287. — William  J,  Bracewell— 1. 

NoBBis  No.  301. — John  T.  Larkins — 1. 

Centbal  Citt  No.  305— Thomas  J.  Wolflfe— I. 

Wabbbnton  Na  320.— William  K.  Wade— 1. 

Madison  Station  No.  329.— Elisha  F.  Betts,  John  Wesley  Farley, 
Henry  H.  Moore,  William  A.  Pike,  Robert  Wingo,  William  S.  Patterson, 
James  M.  Baldwin — 7. 

FoBELAND  No.  330.— Thomas  G.  Smith— 1. 

Albebt  Pike  No.  339.  —Edward  0*Brien~l. 

Echo  No  345. — James  Alexander,  George  Deal,  James  R  Branan, 
Francis  J.  Marshall,  Bichard  Brown,  John  W.  Preston,  John  W.  Stockey, 
Caleb  Deal,  John  Biley,  Paul  H.  Preston,  Biatthew  B.  Howell,  John  W. 
Branan,  William  S.  Preston — 13. 

SiFSET  No.  350. — William  H.  Hamner— 1. 

WiiisoN  Williams  No.  351 — Enoch  N.  Hayes — 1. 

Pleasant  Site  No.  364.— James  J.  Ledbetter— 1. 

BusBELViLLE  No.  371. — Lamcoh  Taylor— 1. 

Lake  City  No  377— Michael  Baggette,  John  G.  W.  Miller,  James 
Cravy—a. 

BobebtE.  Lee  No.  379.— Albert  S.  HoUoway— 1. 

BiBMiNOHAM  Fuatebnal  No.  384 — Joseph  A.  Kelly — 1. 

Trinitt  No.  386.— Eagene  Ferris,  George  G.  Boop,  J.  Coonoil 
Bftker— 3. 

HiCKOBY  Flat  No.  392.— Sanford  W.  Osley— 1. 

HiLi^BOBO  No.  408. — James  L.  Boach — 1. 

Helena  Na  410. — Bonas  A.  Warren,  Golnmbos  C.  Tmss,  William 
Beckett- a 
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SUSPENDED  FOE  UNMASONIC  CONDUCT. 


Troy No.    56 


Cokerville " 


Ilartwell *• 


Alfred  C.  Worthy 

Sterling  J.  Seals 

Samuel  D.  Wilnon , 

William  H.  Maiphree 

John  Wright 

Wright  L.  Mims 

Solomon  H.  Bean , 

Samuel  W.  Wright 

Oharles  L.  Tanner Columbia  ' 

La  Fayette  G.  Wilson MisHouri 

George  W.  Gunter Clintonville '• 

TniSSi^'chemonts: :::::::::::::  1  North  Port »  252 

William  T.  Sisson,  until  July  1 Talladega "    261 

Andrew  J.  Noles Ileaton •*    364 

James  O.  Bailey Temple "    425 


II 


75 

101 

135 
146 

188 


EXPELLED. 


Columbus  W.  Henderson Valley No.  203 

Arrington  L.  Nichols Camp  Creek **    851 

Caleb  M.  Hall Sipsey "    350 

George  S.  Camp Chester "    363 
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LODGES  DELINQUENT  IN  1881. 


FOB 

Boyal  White  Hart 

AtbeoB 

La  Ftiyettc 

AutAa^a 

Harmony 

Deoiopolis. 

JeifentoD 

New  Market 

Amity 

Holsey 

Cokerville 

Crozier 

Fredouia 

Bellefoute 

Frieudship 

Pfister 

Newbern 

Shiloh 

HeroioD 

Oak  Bowery 

Sylvan 

Perry  ville 

Camp  Hill 

Havana 

Felix 

Mortimer  Reeder 

Bolivar 

Yorkville 

Hoanoke 

Unity 

Bethel 

Baldwin 

BurleHon 

Fraternity 

Cold  Water 

Maysville 

Samtcr 

Fellowship 

Ezel 

Davie 

DeSotoville 

Moant  Eagle 

Delta 


NON-BEPBESENTATION. 

No.     10   Brnub  Creek No.  191 

ir>   Chattahoochee ••    192 

*•      20   Hillabee "    197 

•*      31    SylacaoKa "    200 

"      46    Marshall •♦    209 

••      49.  Builders "    215 

"      51    Louisville ••    225 

"      52   James  Peuu "    227 

••      54   Bexar "     230 

••      ()H   Dock  Spring ••    231 

"      75    Harperville "    235 

"      78   Tttlhisseo "    237 

**      79   Bowen "    241 

"      82   Cropwell "    247 

"       83   Camp  Creek ••    251 

••      90   North  Port "    252 

"     10'2    Rose  Hill "    253 

"    1(»5   Quitman "    254 

"     106   Ervin ••    257 

"     lOM    Randolph ••     258 

"    111    Highland "     262 

**    117    Walnut  Grove "    264 

*•     120   Northern *♦    278 

"     123   Charles  Baskerville "    281 

"    124   Richmond "    282 

"    126   Fort  Deposit "    291 

"    127   Zion "    304 

••    131    Cluttsville ••    319 

"     132    Warrenton "    320 

*'     136   Pleasant  Hill "    321 

••     141    Viola "    324 

••    142   Madison  Station "    329 

"    14:^   Forkland "    330 

"    145   Grorgiana  Davis. «     338 

•'     148   Clejir  Creek *•    340 

•*    15S    Ragan *•    341 

"     166    Hurtville "    346 

**     172   Heaton "    354 

*'     175   Barbour "    358 

"     176   Scottsboro "    359 

"     178    Houston "    365 

"    185    Boll's  Landing "    373 

"    189  I  GaineaviUe "    376 
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fionta  Creek No.  37G 

"  378 
385 
388 
389 
390 
391 
396 


"Weogufka 

Munford 

Newbargb 

Vernon •* 

Weathers " 

North  Border •* 

FalkviUe •' 


K 


«( 


Hartselle No.  398 


Hanceville  . . . . 

Hobokeu , 

Oak  Level. 

Hilton 

George  Wilson 
Temple 


400 
404 
415 
419 
424 
425 


FOB  NON-PAYMENT  OT  DUES. 


Harmony No. 

Jeffi^rson " 

Fredonia *' 

Saint  Stephens '* 

Bellefonto '* 

Friendship " 

Newbern " 

Oak  Bowerv •* 

Sylvan ** 

Havana *' 

Mortimer  Reeder •• 

Bolivar. ** 

Cold  Water...    " 

Maysville  *' 

Ezel •• 

Davie " 

Delta " 

Chattahoochee. '* 

Hillabee " 

Sylacaaga ** 

James  Penn ** 

Bexar *• 

Dack  Spring '* 


Tallassee No.  237 


46 

51  I  Quitman 

79    liiiudolph 

81  Highland 

82  Walnut  Grove 

83  Charles  Babkerville. 

102   Kichmond 

108    FortPepoHit 

Ill    (MuttHville 

123   Gfcorgiaiiu  Davie. . . , 

126  i  Kiigau , 

127  ;  Hnrtville 

148  ,  Barbour 

158  i  Scot  tHboro . 

175  Houston , 

176  Bell's  Landing 

189  i  Sauta  Creek 

192    Weogufka 

197   Munford 

200  ;  Vernon 

227  '  Weathers 

230  Falkville 

231  Hilton 


254 
258 
262 
2G4 
281 
282 
291 
319 
338 
341 
346 
:i58 
359 
365 
373 
376 
378 
385 
389 
390 
396 
419 


POR  NOT  MAEINQ   RETURNS. 


Jefferson No. 

Fredonia " 

Bellefonto " 

Newbern ** 

Ouk  Bowery " 

Sylvan *• 

Havana " 

Mortimer  Beeder '* 

Bolivar " 

Ezel " 

Davie " 

Delta " 

Chattahoochee *' 

Hillabee " 

James  Penn. *' 

Bexar •• 

Duck  Spring , 


« 


51 1 
79' 
82 
102! 
108' 
111 
123. 
126 
127 
175 
176 
1H9 
192 
197 
227 
230  1 
231 


Tallassee No.  237 


Quitman. 

Highland 

Walnut  Grove. .. , 

Kichmond 

Fort  Deposit 

Georgiana  Davis, 

Rngau 

Hurtville 

Scottsboro 

Houston 

Bell's  Landing. . . 

Weogufka 

Munford 

Vernon , 

Weathers 

Hilton 


254 
262 
264 

282 
291 

338 
341 
346 
359 
365 
373 
378 
385 
389 
390 
419 
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CHABTEBS  FOEFEITED  IN  1681. 


Florecca > 

Matengo 

*  42 
'      61 
'     151 

*  157 

*  1G9 

■  201 

■  213 

o.       1 
'        9 
'      95 

SpriDgUill 

TiAaoi 

No. 

Walker 

BladouBpriDg 

BneiiaViBta 

Chandler. " 

BlueSpriDg. " 

Green 'kill  , " 

Euclid 

HelioD B 

Gil«Ml 

DanTUIe 

traariTBD. 

Rose  Hill 

Larkinsrille 

PikevUle 

No. 

BodgewviUe 

Tenaaw. 

■    U7  ,  H^li'ShottlB 

•    2211 

Nnmbers  2.  3.  S.  12,  i:t.  U,  ir..  17,  18.  19,  20.  21,  23,  28.  30.  32.  33, 
34.  35,  37,  3S.  42,  4r.,  47,  48,  i-l,  00,  Gl,  66,  73,  77,  H5,  S«,  87,  92,  94. 
100,  109.  lia,  113,  IH,  115,  lie.  118,  121.  in,  128,  130.  137,  138,  139, 
149,  150,  151,  156,  157,  159.  160.  1(;2,  161,  165,  167.  Hii»,  174,  177,  179, 
182,  18.^  181,  191.  195,  196,  201,  202,  205,  206.  210,  213.  314.  216, 
217,  220.  22Q,  232,  234.  239,  240.  ^9.  35S,  259,  263,  368,  S69.  273,  274, 
276,  279,  iWI.  286,  288.  289,  308,  316.  317,  318,  322.  323.  325.  3211,  327, 
328,  333,  336,  342,  31^,  317,  352,  355,  356,  362,  367,  370,  373,  374.  383, 
387,  393,  401,  li)2, 405,  418,  427-Tolal.  123. 


1881.]  APPENDIX.  333 


KECAPITULATION. 


Lodges  that  were  represeDted 174 

Lodges  represented  by  Musters  or  other  officers 141 

Lodges  represented  exclusively  by  proxies 33 

Representatives  that  wore  present 221 

Members  rei>orted  at  this  Qrand  Communication 7,344 

Estimate  of  members  not  reported 853  8, 197 

Dues  received  at  this  Grand  Communication $3,518.00 

Lodges  that  made  Returns 252 

Lodges  that  made  no  Returns 34 

Lodges  that  paid  their  Dues 234 

Lodges  that  have  not  paid  their  Dues 46 

Lodges  under  Dispensation— no<  owing  Dues 6 

Charters  forfeited  in  1881 19 

Lodges  reinstated  in  1881 11 

Work  or  the  Year  1881. 

Number  Initiated 411 

Number  Passed 380 

Number  Rai8«d 383 

Number  Affiliated 255 

Number  Rejected 7'i 

Number  Dimitted 343 

Number  that  Died 157 

Number  Suspended  for  Unmasonic  Conduct 16 

Number  Expelled 4 

Number  Suspended  for  Non-payment  of  Dues 378 

Number  Reinstated 184 

Condition  op  the  Lodges. 

Lodges  square  upon  tLe  books 179 

Lodgea  Delinquent  for  Non-ropreRentatiou 101 

Charters  Forfeited,  Revoked,  and  Consolidated 132 

Army  numbers 19 

Uuder  Dispensation 1 

Whole  number  at  the  end  of  Iho  year 432 
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MEMOEANDA. 

REPRESENTATIVES  OF  OTHER  GRAND  LODGES  NEAR  THE 

GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA. 

WiMON  WnxiAMB OpeUka Arkansas. 

Brazil. 

Stephen  H.  Beablet Montgomery British  Columbia. 

Geoboe  F.  Moore MonUjomery Canada. 

RoBEBT  D.  Webb,  M.  D Lmngston District,  of  Colombia. 

Ecglaod. 

David  Clopton Montgomery Florida. 

Joseph  H.  Johnson,  M.  D Talladega Georgia. 

John  Gideon  Habbis Livingston Idaho. 

Daniel  Satbe Monigomery Illiuois. 

Henbt  Clay  Abmbtbonq Montgomery ludiun  Territory. 

Peleo  Bbown Mobile Indiana. 

Daniel  Saybe. Monigmnenf Iowa. 

WiLLiAK  A.  O'Haba,  M.  D.  .  . .  HarpersvUle Ireland. 

John  J.  Delchamps Mobile Italy. 

Kansas. 

Daniel  Satbe Montgomery Kentucky. 

David  Clopton Monigomery Louisiana. 

James  B.  Lxjckie,  M.  D Birmingham Maine, 

Joel  Whttb Alontgomery Maryland. 

Falmeb  J.  l:*iLLANs MobUe Michigan. 

Minnesota. 

Thomas  M.  Bbaoo,  M.  D Greenville Mississippi. 

Daniel  Satbe. Montgomery Missouri. 

Palmeb  J.  PiLLANs Mobile Nebraska. 

Palmeb  J.  PiLLANE MobiU New  Mexico. 

Olivbb  S.  Beebs Mobile New  Jersey. 

Henbt  Clat  Tompkins Montgomery New  York. 

Geobge  D.  Nobbis,  M.  D New  Market North  Carolina. 

Daniel  Satbe Montgomery Nova  Scotia. 

Daniel  Satbe. Montgomery Oregon. 

— Pennsylvania. 

Geoboe  P.  Habbibon  Jb Opelika Prince  Edward  Isl'd. 

Hobatio  C.  Gbatson. Choctaw  Corner, . . .  Rhode  Island. 

Geoboe  D.  Nobbib,  M.  D New  Market Tennessee. 

Nathaniel  D.  Cboss Selma Texas. 

Daniel  Smith. MobUe Vermont. 

West  Virginia. 

Dahisl  Smith Mobile Wisconsin. 
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MEMOKANDA, 

KEPRESENTATIVES  OF  THE  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA 
NEAK  OTHEU  GRAND  LODGES. 

Elbebt  H.  English LUUe  Hock ArkaDsas. 

Pedbo  Antonio  Gomez lih  Janeiro Brazil. 

Samtel  B.  Habman Toronio Canada. 

Alexandeb  Alfbed  Gbeen Vieloria British  Colombia. 

Phillip  H.  Hooe Waahinfjton District  of  Columbia. 

Bbackstone  Bakeb Dmdon England. 

William  A.  Lote,  M.  D AUnnta Georgia. 

Ghables  P.  Bildebback Bovtt  City Idaho. 

James  A.  Hawlet Diron Illinois. 

James  S.  Mubbow Alolca Indian  Territory. 

Mabtin  H.  Bice Indiumpolis.  Indiana. 

GziAS  P.  Watebs. Muscatine, Iowa. 

Fbancis  Quin DnhUn Ireland.* 

Thomas  J.  Andebson To\>eka Kansas. 

Ghables  Tilden IjmisiUle Keutncky. 

Samuel  M.  Todd Xew  Orleans Louisiana. 

Josiah  H.  Dbi'MMond Portland, Maine. 

William  M.  Isaac Baltimnre Maryland. 

Abthub  M.  Clabk I^ximjton Michigan. 

RicHABD  A.  Jones  linrhester Minnesota. 

Fbank  Bubkitt (fkolona MissisHippi. 

James  E.  Cadle. ("hUUcftthe Missouri. 

James  W.  Chaddi;ck- Xefjraska  City Nebraska. 

William  Silas  WmTEHEAD Xeicark New  Jersey. 

David  J.  Milleb. S.iuta  he New  Mexico. 

Daniel  T.  Walhen AVer  York New  York. 

Donald  W.  Bain liaU-ujh North  Carolina. 

Nova  Scotia. 

James  R.  Bailey Corrnllis Oregon. 

Richabd  Vaux Phitadtljt/iia Pennsylvania. 

Donald  Dabbach Ktittfington Prince  Edward  Isl'd. 

DwioHT  R.  Adams (entrevide Rhode  Island. 

WiTJJAM  T.  Randle Nashville Tennessee. 

Henbt  H.  Smith lintlatid. Venuont 

Edwabd  M.  Lackland /  liarlestotcn West  Virginia. 

Joseph  Hamilton Miluaukee Wiscunsin. 


•No.  1  Mount  Street,  Crcm-ent. 


GRAND  SECRETARIES  AND  THEIR  ADDRESS. 


0.  Alabama Daniel  Sayre Montgomery. 

1 .  Arkansas Fay  Ilempstesid Little  Rock. 

2.  California AK-xander  Gurdou  Abell San  Francisco. 

3.  Colorado Edward  ('.  Parmelee Georgetown, 

4.  Conuectieiit Joseph  K.  Wheeler Hartford. 

5.  Delaware William  S.  Hayos Wilmington. 

6.  District  of  Columbia. Willirtm  Keynolds  Singleton.  .Washington. 

7.  Florida DeVVitt  Clinton  Dawkins Jackson. 

8.  Georgia James  Emmett  Blackshear . .    .  Macon. 

9.  Illinois Loyal  L.  Muuu Freeport. 

10.  Indiana William  H.  Smythe Indianap«)lis. 

11.  Iowa Theodore  Sutton  Parvin lowji  (.'ity. 

12.  Kansas John  Henry  Brown Wyandotte. 

IX  Keutncky Hiram  Bassett  Loaisvillc, 

14.  LonisiaLa James  Cunningham  Batchclor.New  Orleans. 

15.  Maine Ira  Berry Portland. 

IG.  Maryland Jacob  U.  Medairy Baltimore. 

1 7.  Massachusetts Sereno  D.  Nickerson Boston. 

18.  Michigan William  P.  Innes Detroit, 

19.  Minnesota Azariah  T.  C.  Piersou Saint  Paul. 

20.  Mississippi John  Logan  Power Jackson. 

21.  Missouri John  D.  Vincil Saint  Louis. 

22.  Nebraska William  Robert  Bowen Omaha. 

2:j.  Nevada John  D.  Hammond Carson. 

24.  New  Hampshire George  Perley  Cleaves Concord. 

25.  New  Jersey Joseph  Howell  Hough Trenton.) 

26.  New  York Edward  M.  L.  Ehlers New  York. 

27.  North  Carolina Donald  W\  Bain Raleigh. 

UH.  Ohio John  Day  Caldwell Cincinnati. 

29.  Oregon Frelon  J.  Babcock Salem. 

30.  Pennsylvania Michael  Nisbet Philadelphia. 

31.  Rhode  Island Edwin  Baker Providence. 

32.  South  Carolina Charles  Inglesby Charleston. 

33.  Tennessee John  Frizzell   Nashville. 

34.  Texas George  H.  Bringhurst Houston. 

35.  Vermont William  H.  Root  Burlington. 
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36.  Virginia William  Bryan  Isnacs Ricbmond. 

37.  West  Virginia Odell  S<inier  Long Wheeling. 

3^.  Wisconsin John  Wesley  Woodhiill Milwaukee. 

3y.  Dakota Charles  T.  McCoy Bon  Homme. 

40.  Idaho JameB  H.  Wickersham Silver  City. 

41.  Montana Cornelius  Hedges Helena. 

42.  New  Mexico David  J.  Millar Santa  Fe. 

43.  Utah Christopher  Diehl Salt  Lake  City. 

44.  Wiisbingtou Thomas  Milbiirne  Reed Olympia. 

45.  Wyoming J.  H  Symons Laramie  City. 

40.  Indian  Territory James  S.  Murrow Atoka. 

47.  Canada John  J.  Mason Hamilton,  Ont 

48.  New  Branswick William  F.  Banting Saint  John. 

49.  Nova  Scotia Benjamin  Carren,  D.  C.  L  . .  .Halifax,  r 

5U.  Quebec John  Helder  Isaacson Montreal. 

51.  British  Columbia...  .Edward  Crow  Baker .Laurel  Point. 

52.  Manitoba  James  Henderson Winnipeg. 

53.  Prince  Ed  wanllsl'nd.Georgtj  W.  Wakeford Charlottetowu. 

54.  England Shadwell  Henry  Clerke London. 

55.  Ireland Samuel  B.  Oldham,  Dep Dublin. 

56.  Scotland..   David  Murr.iy  Lyon Edinburgh. 

57.  Brazil Alexander  F.  Dt- Amaral Rio  Janeiro. 

58.  Chili Jose  Maldonado Valparaiso. 

59.  Peru Charles  Prince Lima. 

60.  Spain Francisco  Conde Salad  6,  Madrid 

I  Budapest,  Wait- 

61.  Hongrie Henri  Iby  3° i    ner  Boulevard 

(   No.  45. 

62.  New  South  Wales Nicholas  Weekes Sidney,  Anst'la. 

63.  Preussen Bouche Berlin. 

64.  Schweden Carl  LudvigHenningThulstrnp  Stockholm. 

65.  Cuba Sr.  D.  Aurelio  Almeida 114    Manrique. 


i*  (I  (t  It 

It  ((  (t  i* 

*i  a  It  ti 


GENERAL    INDEX. 


REPORTS. 

Ou  Work 24,  25,  41 

**   Grand  Master's  Anuual  Report,  (Address) 9 

**  Chartered  Lodges  No.   1.     From     1  to    50 52,  53 

2.         "      51  to    00 49,  50 

8.         *»       91  to  135   43,  44 

4.         -     130  to  180 50,51 

*»  '*  "    5.         "     181  to  220 37 

**  ♦•  "  "    «.         "     221  to  2C5 39,40 

••  "  '*  ••     7.         "     2G0  to  330 40,41 

*»  *'     8.         "    331  to  370 38,39 

•*    9.         '•    371  to  405 35,36 

'*  •*  »*  10.         "    4or>  to  out 47,48 

'*    Grand  Master's  Addrens 31 

"    Saspcnsions,  ExpnlRious,  and  Appeals 33,  34,  35 

"    Correspondence,  presented 35 

Dispensations  No.  2 36,  37 

Dispensations  No   1 53 

the  death  of  Brother  James  Hervey  Joiner 41,  42 

Propositions  and  Grievances  No.  1 43 

Propositions  and  Grievances  No.  2 56,  57 

'*    Finance 47 

"    By-Laws 51 

**    Masonic  Jarisprudeuce   54,  55,  5<j 

'*    Leave  of  Absence 68 


(I 
It 


REPOllTS. 

By  Grand  Treasurer  and  Grand  Secretary 23 

*•    Myles  J.  Greene 24,  25,  41 

'*    Oliver  S.  Beers 25,  26,  27,  28,  35,  47 

*•    Henry  Clay  Armstrong 31.  53,  54 

William  Y.  Titcomb 33,  34,  35 

Samuel  W.  Pegues 35,  36 

**    Harrison  Purcell  36,  37 

"    Thomas  H.  Barge 37 

•*    Edwin  H.  Robinson 38.39 
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REPORTS. 

By  Williuin  P.  Stallworth 39,  40 

••    John  M.  Chtrk 40,41 

John  Gideon  H.irris 41,  42 

Daniel  Smith 43,  5G 

Benjamin  F.  McGanghey 43,  44 

Jfimes  S   Dickinson 47,  48 

Gi:orj»f  M.  D.  Lowry 49,  50 

Geor^^i-  U.  Boyd 50,  51 

Philip  C.  CandidnK 51 

Thomas  H.  Ambcrsou 52,  53 

••    John  Dc-Loach 53 

**     Joseph  H.  Johnson 55,  56 

••     William  S.  Fo-^U-r 58 

RESOLUnOXS. 

Concerning  Pettnsville  Lodf;e  No.  207 24 

Opelikji  •*  "     r.»5 30 

Salem  *'  "       IK) 45 

"  Chilt«m  "  •*     139 54 

Newbnrgh       '*  "    388 57 

RESOLUTIONS. 

By   Gnunl  Sterttary  as  to  forfeited  chartcra 23 

«♦         ••  ••  OK  to  lost  chartt^r 24 

•*     Wilson  Williams  as  to  Opelika  No.  195 30 

««  •»  •'         as  to  Salvm  No.  99 45 

•'    James  A.  Bilbro  as  to  drnuktrunoss  and  profanity 44 

'*     Henry  < 'lay  Armstrong 54 

••     William  T.  Atkins 57 

'*    Jost'ph  H   Johnson 57 

••     William  Y.  Titi'omb 58 

INTRODFC'ING 
Brother  John  Friz/.-.H,  Grand  Sfcretary  of  Trnnesseo 23 

SPEdAL  ORDERS. 

By  James  M.  Bruntlid^i'' 24,  25 

For  election  of  Grand  (.)fticers 45 

COMMITTEES. 

Standing;  Committivs  annonncL-d 28,  29,  30 

On  (Irand  M  i^t-rV  A«ldrt-.s   9 

On  the  death  of  Brother  James  H.  Joiner 32 
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GENERAL. 

Memorial  by  Myles  J.  Greene  ou  Jadqcb  H.  Joiner 23 

Recognition  of  New  Soath  WaleH. 25,  26,  27,  28 

Cerlificates  to  issne  —in  what  caHes 64 

Standing  after  Expnlaion 67 

Inatollation  of  Grand  Officers 58 

Grand  Officers  and  Committees 69 

Election  of  Grand  Officers 45 


GRAND  OFFICERS  AND  THEIR  ADDRESS. 

RuFi's  Wills  i'obb Monti/otnery GniDil  Master. 

John  Hollih  Bankhead Wetunipkii Depnty  Gmnd  Muster. 

John  Gidf-on  Harris..    Livin(;Ktoii Seuior  Grand  Warden. 

MvLE8  Jeffeilson  <treene..  .  TiiUadegii Jiiuior  Grand  Warden. 

William  Hknby  Dinoley  . . .   Montgomery Grand  Treasurer. 

Daniel  Sayre Montgomery     . . .   Grand  Secretary. 

Rev.  William  C a uey  Bledsoe. Lafayette (fraud  Chaplain. 

William  Theodore  Atkins    Sehim Grand  MArshal. 

James  Tait  Beck Camden Grand  Senior  Deacon. 

Benjamin  Franklin  Wilkos.  .Co]niubia:i:\ Grand  Junior  Deacon. 

Adam  Rei<;ai:t  Baker Montgomery Grind  Steward. 

John  William  Martin Montgonury Grand  Steward. 

Jamkh  Davidwjn      Montgomery Grand  Tiler. 


FOHEIGN  COliliESPONDENCE. 

OLIVER  S.  BEERS Module. 


Notice  to  kecrktahies  of  subordinate  loixiek. 

1*^  Every  Lodgt*  hhall  fleet  itK  otlieersut  tbe  regular  Commuuication 
imnie<1iat(?1y  prKCt-ding  the  Festival  in  Jane,  and  makt  due  return  to  the 
frnxnd  Striut'ii  If  as  soon  as  tlie  officers  are  instulled.  wbich  shall  take 
place  as  soon  us  pncticiible  thereat't«*r.      (.'imstUnti.jn  of  tUt-  fh'ttnd  Ltuhff, 


In  case  St'cr«.'tari<'S  n!  Siihordinatt'  Loilg**'*  shonlJ  not  receive  ui^\nk 
retcrns  by  llie  l.st  of  Ocli>bei,  or  if  they  should  fail  to  receive  these  Pro- 
<'i'edings  in  a  rt'asouable  time,  (hey  are  re<piented  to  write  for  them,  and 
inform  tli»<iniMil  .Stcreturv  to  what  P.  O.  to  forward  them. 


The  Aniinil  (.'oiniiiunii'atious  ot  "The  Mf)st  Wor^hiptnl  (Jrand  Lodge 
of  .\ncieijt  Frre  and  A«-ct-pt»^»l  .Masons  of  Alabama  and  its  ^[asi>nic  Juris- 
diclion,'  art-  h«l  I  in  tbe  Ni  \v  Masonic  Ti-inple,  in  the  City  of  >[out- 
g  imery.  on  tin;  tir^t  Mianliy  in  Decern hiT  of  «'ach  and  everv  vear. 


J^'ft"  P  n/li*'»llfs  i't'  thf'S'-  1'iO'''*d'>itij'i  »•■'//  //*  .s*/i/  liif  snrr'ssire  iwiils  in 
S*i'i'*tin'ii s  ninl  lir'ind  S*rittiiiifs.  nnhss  ffi^y  tit*-.  f>fnt  if)  the  hittt'r  in  ffitf 
Jfirk'-lif.  Slifiiil]  Ihn/  not  I'nm*'  to  h'thd^  thuj  irill  fih^ftf  in  it*'  tnr  thetn,  and 
in^-iit'niu  fo  irh't*  jHtst  i-ffirt^  to  send  th*-in. 
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rv*  Grand  SccreUrles  and  others,  out  of  the  State,  receiving  these  Proceed- 
ings are  requested  to  acknowledge  by  P.  C  over  written  signature. 
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PROCEEDINGS 


OF  THE 


ANNUAL  COMMUNICATION 


OP  THE 


P 


RAPliODGEOI 


LABAMl 


HELD  IN  THE 


CITY    OF    MONTGOMERY, 


CoMMiNGiKQ   Decembeb   4th,  A.    D.    1882— A.  L.  5882. 


MONTGOMERY,  ALA.: 

W.   D.   BSOWN  k  CO.,   STEAM  PBINTEBS  AND  BOOK  BIMDXB8. 

1883. 


PROCEEDINGS. 

The  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  of  Alabama  and  its  Masonic  Ju- 
risdiction, commenced  the  Sixty-second  Annual  Grand 
Communication  at  the  New  Masonic  Temple,  in  the 
City  of  Montgomery,  on  the  Evening  of  Monday,  the 
4th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1882,  A.  L.  5882. 

PRESENT : 

RUFUS  WILLS  anm (;mii(l  Master. 

JOHN  MOLLIS    IJANKIIKAI) Deputy  Oniiid  Master. 

JOHN  GIDEON  JLMIIUS S.iiinr  (iraud  Warden. 

MYLES  JEEFEIiSoN  (iKKENE Jnnior  (Iraiid  Warden. 

WILLIAM  HENKV    DIN(iLEY (Jraiid  Tnasurer. 

DANIEL  SAVliE (iraiid  Secn'tarj-. 

WILLIAM  CAUKY   I5LKDSOK (irand  Chaidain. 

WILLIAM  THKODOUE  ATKINS (irand  Marshal. 

JAMES  TAIT   HECK   Senior  (Jrand  Deacon. 

BENJAMIN  KUANKLIN  WILSON Junior  (irand  Deacon. 

JOHN  WILLIAM  MAKTIN (irand  Steward. 

CHARLES    ALEXANDKU  ALLEN (irand  Steward. 

JAMES   DAVIDS(  )N    (irand  Tiler. 

PAST  GRAND  OFFICERS  : 

David  Ci/^pton (irand  Master. 

Ge()Rc;k  Dashiell  Noiiuis,  M.  D Cirand  Master. 

Joseph  Uenuy  Johnson,  M.  D (irand  Master. 

Palmer  Job  Pillans (irand  Master. 

Henry  Clay  Aumstkonc. (iran<l  Master. 

Henry  Clay  Tomi-klns (irand  Master. 

Sam  Thompson De])uty  (irand  Mafiter. 

James  Mc(iiNNLs  Ruundiimie Junior  (irand  Warden. 


4  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 

REPBESENTATIVES  OF  OTHER  GRAND  LODGES. 

Stephen  Henry  Beosley British  Columbia. 

George  Frederick  Moore Canada. 

David  Clopton Florida,  Louisiana. 

Joseph  Henry  JohnRon,  M.  D Georgia. 

John  Gideon  Harris Idaho. 

JDlinois,  Iowa,  Kentucky,  Mis- 
souri, Nova  Scotia,  Oregon. 

Henry  Clay  Armstrong Indian  Territorj*. 

WilUam  Alien  O'Hara,  M.  D Ireland. 

Joel  White Maryland. 

George  DashicU  Norris,  M.  D North  Carolina,  Tennessee. 

( Nebraska,  New  Mexico,  Wis- 

Palmer  Job  Pillans -;     ^ „•      mr-  v  -  _^ 

1     consin,  Michigan. 

Henry  Clay  Tompkins New  York. 

George  Paul  Harrison  Jr Prince  Edward  Island. 

Daniel  Smith Vermont,  Wisconsin. 

And  the  Masters,  Wardens,  and  Proxies,  from  subor- 
dinate chartered  lodges  as  follows  : 

Moulton DeWitt  Clinton  White W.  M. 

Famir Sam  Thompson ** 

Gilead Benjamin  H.  Warrt*n ** 

Roval  White  Hart Alexander  H.  Thomas* ....       " 

j  Sij^iund  Hfcht ** 

Montgomery -'  Joseph  Vincent  Gonzales.  .S.    W. 

(  Abraham  Imxac J.    W. 

Athens Kiley  B.  Memlows S.    W. 

Saint  ^Ubaiis William  H.  Crravson W.  M. 

(  Luckv  Walker  Jenkins. ...       ** 
Dide J  Richard  C.  Jones* S.   W. 

(  Daniel  W.  Bloch* J.    W. 

La  Fayette Lewis  J.  I^wsc>n W.  M. 

Selma' Fraternal William  Wallace  McCollum.      ** 

Rising  Sun James  M.  Bnindidge* ** 

Autauga Charter  C.  Howard ** 

«,  .         ,  \  Thomas  P.  Whitbv " 

^^  »^t^"»Pk^ -,  George  F.  Sinlber^v S.    W. 

Mobile William  Story  Foster W.  M. 

Livingston John  (rideiai  Harris* •* 

Gaston Francis  L.  Starnes ** 

Harmony   James  Milton ** 

Deiiiopolis Timothy  Cornish J.    W. 

Union   Mims  Walker* W.  M. 

Jelferson George  L.  Hardwiek S.    W. 


No. 

6. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

IC. 

22. 

25. 

20. 

27. 

29. 

31. 

31). 

40. 

41. 

44. 

4r». 

4I». 

50. 

51. 

•Proxies. 

<< 


64.     Eureka i 
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No.     52.     New  Market George  Dashiell  Norris* . . .  W.  M. 

(  Nicholas  Stnllworth W.  M. 

53.  Greening J  (leorge  R.  Famham* S.   W. 

/  John  D.  Bnmott* J.    W. 

54.  Amity ThomasC. Clark W.  M. 

56.  Troy Fletcher  J.  Cowart S.    W. 

(  James  Andrew  Bilbro W.  M. 

57.  Tuskegee -  James  E.  Cobb* S.    W. 

I  David  W.  McTver J.    W. 

-Q  n^^i.^^  ^  Aaron  Richard W.  M. 

^^-  ^^^^^^ 1  Dunklin  Pearce S.   W. 

61.  Tompkinsville William  Robert  Horn \V.  M. 

62.  Saint  Johns (xeorge  Williams ** 

ft  U-. .;«!  i  ReuV)en  C.  Thornton* ** 

^-  ^^^'^^ j  Andrew  W.  Beverly 8.    W. 

James  L.  Dunklin* W.  M. 

Lawrence  G.  McMillan. . .  .J.    W. 

65.     Liberty (^laiborne  P.  Whitt " 

67.     Hampden  Sidiiey Edwin  H.  Robinson W.  M. 

aa      xj,v«.««i                              i  Philip  Charles  Candidus. ..      " 
69.     Ho^^ard -j  Daniel  8mith» 8.    W. 

71.  T<jhopeka James  M.  Oliver ** 

72.  Widow's  Son John  W.  Purifoy *♦ 

74.  Solr.mon William  C.  Bledsoe W.  M. 

75.  Coker\'illo Templeton  M.  Holloway. . .       ** 

78.  Crozier John  J.  Young 8.   W. 

80.  Wilcox John  8.  McBryde J.    W. 

82.  Bellefonte Preston  Brown* W.  M. 

83.  Friendship Jesse  P.  Taylor 8.    W. 

fu      Pw.r.>i.»fiV  J  Ja'"<?»  Scarborough W.  M. 

84.  Erophotic j  ^^^^^^^  j^  McFerrin 8.  W. 

Qii      \T^»;/i;««  c„«  i  James  A.  Wood W.  M. 

88.  Meridian  Sun -j  ^.. jj .^^^^  j^  ^^^^^^, ^    ^ 

89.  Pratt ville Lleweljn  Spigener W.  M. 

90.  Pfister William  B.  Jackson <* 

91.  Henry Newell  M.  Thornton 8.   W. 

96.  Tuckabatcheo Samuel  G.  liason J.    W. 

T  ...ui,nfM,^o  i  William  W.  Little* W.  M. 

Lozahatchee j  j^^^  ^y    Thompson* 8.   W. 


97. 
98. 


1^1.  j  William  L.  Kirkpatrick. 

*^^"^ I  Frederick  H.  Smith* J.    W. 

101.  Hart  well Benjamin  D.  Williams* . . . .  W.  M. 

102.  Nowbern Lotus  W.  Turpin* 


103.     Benson Jasper  T.  Smitherman. 

105.  Shiloh Francis  H.  Kimbrough* ...  8.   W. 

106.  Hermon Joseph  R.  Ramsay J.    W. 

108.     Oak  Bowerv John  T.  Hester.  ,\ 8.   W. 

111.     Sylvan  . . .  .\ lliaddeus  C.  Willingham.  .W.  M. 

117.     Perryvillo John  A.  Fuller* " 

f  Ralph  T.Armstrong " 

119.     Notasulga J  Lucius  0.  Ramsey* 8.   W. 

(  William  S.  Ford* J,    W. 

•Proxies. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 

Camp  Hill Walter  R.  Dawson S.   W. 

Felix Charles  Alley* W.  M. 

Mcirtimor  Recder Hirain  M.  Wilsnn ** 

Bolivar Samnel  H.  (Hover* ** 

Yorkville Samuel  C.  Nabers ** 

Loachapoka AViley  W.  Bl<MMhvorth ** 

Wiley Loririizo  J.  lU«^j4^'J^ ** 

Columbia Robert  R.  .\dams* ** 

J-   .,  Olattliew  D.  Th<mia.son .  . . .       " 

^  ""^' 'i  James  W.  Gibwm J.    W. 

Shelby Reiijamin  Franklin  Wilson. W.  M. 

Bethel Rribert  V.  McCa^^'hren ** 

Baldwin Edwin  L.  Mareehid S.  W. 

Bnrleson Robert  J.  White W.  M. 

p.    ^  •.  \  Stephen  C.  Allv,'ood 

Fraternity -  t  i  ,>  at   i »  ..i  »  o    -ii- 

(  John  M.  Doyle  S.    \\ . 

Cold  Water Miehael  Y.  Haves W.  M. 

Bladon  Springs James  C-onner  Jr S.    W. 

Mount  Jefferson William  White *' 

X':  .1 ,  _  1  i  William  L.  Johnson W.  M. 

^IXDUrLJU *-r  k      £  ^  m  c       TT* 

^  I  James  A.  ( n  j^j^ans* S.    W  . 

^lavsville Thomas  J.  Tavlor W.  M. 

p     .  1  i  William  C.  Couisins *• 

^*'"^'  ^ )  Lucius  M.  Fielder* S.    W. 

Fa  vetteville  Authentic.     William   R.Phillips J.    W. 

Sumter William  B.  (iere S.    W. 

Mount  Hope John  M.  Clark W.  M. 

Elba Francis  ^I.  Rushing* ** 

Clopton John  H.  Weed '* 

Fellowship Elias  A.  Browii ** 

(  Henrv  Clark  Davulson. .  .  .       ** 
'*     173.     Andrew  Jackson -  Hmry  H.  Mathews S.    W. 

/  William  Wallace  Screws.  .   J.    W. 

Davie Charles  Crawley W.  M. 

4T,, ^,  -I  \  Jeptha  1).  rritchett 

Aberfoil M*       n       . .  w?     -.1  T     If 

^  Marcellus  S.  Smith J.    >\  . 

Mount  Eagle Joseph  M.  Amason   W.  M. 

Catawla James  T.  (Iret-ne »» 

Landmark Alison  C.  Cp'-hurch* ** 

Clintonville John  L.  Watson S.   W. 

Delta. David  L.  Prel* W.  M. 

Tombigbee John  W.  Jom-s ** 

Brush  Creek Martin  Dominick *' 

Chattahoochee Benjamin  T.  Smith* ** 

Hopewell James  F.  Armstrong* ** 

Hillabee George   W.  Porter ** 

Killigee Nathan  Landers ** 

Sylacauga John  Odeii* 

Htlicon Stej»hen  S.  Throwc'r 

Maiiniii<4  Spring Charles  McDade* " 

Alexandria S.imuel  1).  McClellen ** 

Marshall Solomon    Palmer* ** 


No. 

120. 

124. 

120. 

127. 

I'M. 

i:«. 

l:W. 

135. 

13G. 

140. 

141. 

142. 

143. 

145. 

148. 

151. 

152. 

154. 

158. 

101. 

IfJIl 

100. 

V\H. 

170. 

171. 

172. 

<4 

170. 

(< 

181. 

it 

185. 

ti 

18<;. 
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(( 

188. 

it 
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n 
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it 

v.n. 

n 

V.i'2. 

tt 

li»3. 

tt 

P.»7. 

tt 

IW. 

tt 

2(M). 

tt 

201. 

tt 

2(4. 

tt 

208. 

ti 

2011. 

•Proxies. 
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215. 
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<( 

223. 

(( 

224. 
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230. 
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2(51. 
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c» 

2(»4. 
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2(;7. 
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275. 
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301. 
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323. 
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324. 

ti 

32*). 

it 

330. 

it 

331. 
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Builders Claibom  H.  Gomion W.  M. 

Q. ,»  ni^^«  i  John  S.  Blair " 

bum  L»ixon -  Samuel   K.  McSpaddenV  .  .8.   W. 

Sandy  Ridgo John  C).  Fonville W.  M. 

Newton Richard  Asbury  Ramsey*. .      " 

Louisville James  A.  McLennan ** 

James  Penn William  H.  Stuekey ** 

-.^^  ^^  )  Achilles  L.  Moormon* ** 

^^^^ I  Thomas  Young* S.  W. 

Duck  Spring Robert  M.  Crump ** 

Sepulga Daniel  D.  Bennett W.  M. 

HarpcrsWUe WilUam  Alh?n  O'Hara ** 

T?  ,,v„wx««f  \  Adam  L.  Pierce ** 

^^"^"^^^'^'^^ (  David  L.  MitcheU* S.  W. 

Bowen James  D.  Gurganus W.  M. 

( Ismic  Cunningham  Hall. ...      ** 

Coosa -  Daniel  J.  Smith S.  W. 

(  Eugene  L.  Thompson J.  W. 

Ramer Anthony  H.  Sellers W.  M. 

Dawson James  H.  Shine ** 

Harrison John  A.  Law* ** 

Amand Robert  L,  Hollonquist* .  ...      ** 

Camp  ('reek Jolin  A.  Stringer ** 

North  Port Henrv  H.  Brown " 

Rose  Hill Travis  W.  Straughn* S.  W. 

Quitman Thomas  M.  J.  Porter \V.  M. 

Ervin     Albert  L.  Hendon J.   W. 

Belleville Anth(my  D.  Sampey W.  M. 

Talladega Arthur  Bingham ** 

Highland Rufus  M.  Acton " 

Walnut  Grove John  H.  Campbell ** 

Wind  Creek John  Y.  Johnston ** 

Ihitler  Springs Thomas  H.  Barge " 

Pea   River AVilliam  T.  Chapman ** 

Frankfort Nimrod  T.  Underwood*.  ...      ** 

Northern Alvis  Whited ** 

Charles  l^asker\'ille.  .  . .  John  B.  Sanford* " 

(ieorgiana Amasa  L.  Palmer ** 

Walker Thomas  F.  S.  York S.   W. 

Clinton John  F.  Lewis " 

Fort  Dei>osit Meshack  G.  Hammond, . .  .W.  M. 

Norris James  M.  Davison ** 

C:entral  Citv William  Theodore  Atkins*. .      " 

Jonesboro' Chambei-s  McAdory* ** 

Cluttsville John  S.  Bronaugh ** 

Warrenton John  S.  Bennett* ** 

Pleasant  Hill William  R.  Long* " 

Holly  Grove Henrj-  H.  Horton* ** 

Viola Thomas   B.  Deaver S.   W. 

Madistm  Station Robert  Moore* W.  M. 

Forkland Josejjh  L.  Fant* " 

Charily Mi<;aijah  C.  Thomas S.    W. 
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No.  337.  Johnson Joel  Nichols W.  M. 

**     338.  Georgiana  Diivis Jack  R.  Daj' S.    W. 

340.  Clear  Creek Andrew  J.  In^'le* W.  M. 

341.  liagan -^  Wcslev  B.  Wright* S.    W. 

345.  Echo Zachariah  T.  Harrison W.  M. 

346.  Hurtsboro diaries  D.  Hurt «* 

348.  BiemiUe Palmer  Job  Tillans ** 
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(.\ngns  M.  Scott  ** 


349.  Ozark ^  Jesse  M.  Carmichael* S.   W. 

(  Benjamin  F.  Ca.ssady J.    W. 

0-1  \\T-i         Ti'-iT  \  Cicero  H.  Bnchanan W.  M. 

3ol.  Wilson  \\illiam8 |  ^j^^^^  rj.  Lynn* S.    W. 

354.  Heaton Enoch  Carter W.  M. 

355.  Van  Buren William  J.  Roberts " 

o-^  T>   41  J  i  John  S.  Mash ** 

3o7.  Rntledge j  Noel  J.  Ganev J.   W. 

358.  Barbour John  D.  Blocker W.  M. 

"     359.  Scottsboro James   T.  Ledbetter* ** 

"    365.  Houston Benjamin  Fnmklin  Curtis.      ** 

"     368  Cross  Plains  ^  Thomas  P.  Savtige* " 

Jb».  cross  llains j  j^^j^^^   ^   Graham* J.    W. 

**     369.  Athelstan Charies   A.  Mohr* W.  M. 

**     373.  Bell's  Ljinding Calvin  C.  Nettles " 

«*     375.  Gainesville Edward  N.  Kring ** 

**     376.  Sauta  Creek John   G.  Winston  Jr «* 

"     377.  Lake  City '  Daniel  I.  B.  Adkis.son*. 


(( 


Q-70      \v^^^,fi.„  i  Thomas  S.  McDonald* ** 

3/8.     AVeogufka j^j.^^^   ^^_  ^ 


I  Julius   A.Brown* S.    W. 

**  379.  Robert  E.  Lee Jr)hn  N.  Stanford* W.  M. 

**  'M\  Ohatchee Henry   F.  Montgomery " 

"  381.  E.  H.  Cook John  Q.  Dansby S.    W. 

**  384.  Birmingham  Fraternal.  Charles   M.  Sturgis* W.  M. 

"  388.  Newburgh Wesley   M.  Smith " 

"  389.  Vernon Thomas  B.  NeSmith* " 

"  3i)().  Weathers Samuel  W.  Walker* " 

««  391.  North  Border Le\\is  Hardy* ** 

"  395.  Opelika (jeorge  Paul  Harrison  Jr* . .       ** 

"    396.     Falk.-me \  J,","""'  ^,  ^/"f^" „   " 

/  Edward  J.  Oden S.    W. 

398.  HartseU \-{"J^^  *'•  ?"7""  .■ «''  w 

(  Andrew  A.  Odm* S.    W. 

399.  Haw  Ridge Benjamin  Franklin  Warren.  W.  M. 

"    4(K).     Hance^•iUe -*  :V'r""  T'  u""""^. «    w 

I  (.  ahan  A.  Burns*   S.    W. 

4(H.     Hoboken Robertus  P.  Dixon* W.  M. 

406.     Doric Lovett    H.  (xodwin ** 

410.  Helena Horace   W.  Bow<^rs* S.    W. 

411.  Jemison James  J.  Dawson W.  M. 

I  Thomas  H.  Amberson ** 

412.  Amberson -  Allen  B.  Roberts S.   W. 

I  Beveriy  ('.  Bass J.   W. 


•Proxies. 
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No.  415.  Oak  Level Wilson   P.  HoweU* W.  M. 

417.  George  Smith Ezm  FoHter S.   W. 

411).  Hiltrm William   J.  Tingle W.  M. 

420.  Broomtown Mndison  11.  (*uninghiim. . . . 

421.  CuUmnn  Fratormil Henry  L.  Wjitlington* 

423.  Clanton Oniian  A.  Duke 

424.  George  Wilson James  M.  Peteet 

428.  Belgroen Andrew  J.  ITnderwood*. . . . 

4 on      *T'i     kv,  I :«  i  Fldrod   S.  McWhorter 

429.  Milo  Abcrcrombie -^  j,^^^^  ^  simmoDs J.   W. 

•Proxies, 


The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form. 
Prayer  by  the   E.   W.   and   Rev.   Grand   Chaplain, 
Brother  "William  C.  Bledsoe. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Brother  Bufus  Wills  Cobb, 
delivered  his  Annual  Address,  and  it  was  referred  to  a 
special — 

COMMITTEE  ON  GRAND   MASTER'S  ADDRESS. 

Henry  Clay  Tompkins,  P.  G.  M. 
David  Clopton,  P.  G.  M. 

Joseph  Henry  Johnson,  P.  G.  M. 
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GRAND  MASTER'S  ANNUAL 'ADDRESS. 

Brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge: 

By  Divine  pcrmisKion  we  have  again  assemblerl.  in  this  Hall  ;  and 
been  permitted  to  take  each  other  by  the  hand  as  brethren  engaged 
in  a  common  cauKC,  and  having  the  same  end  in  view.  Tliis  occa-  ' 
8ion,  however,  is  saddened  by  the  fact,  that  we  find  one  chair  vacant 
heretofore  promi^tly  and  regularly  tilled  by  one  whose  zeal  in  the 
cause  of  Masonry  left  nothing  undone  which  his  energj'  and  ability 
could  accomplish.  I  allude  to  our  lamented  brother  Oliver  S.  Beers, 
who  for  many  years  past  so  efiftciently  and  intelligently  discharged 
the  laborious  duties  of  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Cor- 
respondence ;  and  who  died  in  Columbus,  Mississippi,  on  the  l(Hh 
day  of  November  last.  Brother  Beers  was  essentially  philanthxvipic, 
philosophictd,  and  progressive.  *  He  believed  that  every  individual 
had  a  duty  to  perform  and  a  mission  to  fulfill,  and  he  lived  up  to  this 
belief  by  permitting  nothing  to  cause  him  to  swerve  from  an  honest 
and  faithful  discharge  of  everv'  duty  incumbent  upon  him.  The 
restarcli,  i)rofoundness  of  thought,  and  elegance  of  diction,  mani- 
fested by  his  masonic  corresp(mdence,  gave  evidence  t>f  much  culti- 
vation and  a  mind  stored  with  valuable  and  useful  information  con- 
cerning our  Order,  and  securt'd  ff>r  him  an  enviable  reputation  with 
all  the  (Jrand  bodies  vnth  which  he  had  otticiul  correspondence. 

To  the  tiat  of  our  Supreme  Buler  we  bow  in  humble  submis.sion, 
while  we  will  cherish  in  our  hearts  those  social  virtues  and  attractive 
(pialities  which  so  mu(*h  endeared  him  to  us  as  a  friend  and  brother. 
This  dispensation  of  Providence  suggests  that  jierhaps  I  can  render 
our  fraternity  no  })ettt'r  service  than  that  of  cidling  your  attention  to 
the  moral  teachings  of  Masonry,  the?  foundation  upon  which  our 
institution  rests,  and  which  is  the  sum  and  substance  of  all  true 
Masonrv. 
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AVliile  II  corrf'ct  knowledge  of  our  ceremonies,  and  a  familiarity  with 
the  Ritual  of  the  different  degrees  is  of  the  greatest  importtmce,  yet 
it  is  our  least  and  easiest  duty  to  discharge.  That  which  we  call 
iporA-,  my  brethren,  is  not  the  work'  of  our  membership,  but  is  the 
work  of  the  Unl^/c  only.  Our  indi\'idual  »/v>rA:  in  its  broad,  comprehen- 
sive, and  true  sense,  is  in  the  interest  and  i)rogress  of  humanity  in 
ever\'  relation  of  life.  To  this  larrk  every  Mason  has  dedicated  him- 
self,  an<l  pledged  his  best  endeavors  ;  because  masonry  has  the  world 
as  its  field  of  operation,  and  humanity  the  subject  of  its  interest  and 
care  ;  including  not  only  the  temponil  w^elfare,  but  the  eternal  happi- 
ness, of  mankind.  Mv  information  leads  me  to  fear  that  the  work  of 
the  Imhje  is,  with  most  of  us,  the  only  duty  discharged  ;  and  with  the 
Masters  and  Wardens  of  the  subordinate  lodges,  the  only  duty  taught 
the  Initiate  ;  wholly  neglecting  the  gi*eat  and  eternal  truths  taught  by 
the  symbols  of  the  ditfenmt  degrees.  Wo  too  often  forget,  brethren, 
that  the  candidate  for  admission  comes  asking  for  that  light  which 
masonry  has  to  give,  and  too  often  leaves  the  lodge-room  with  the 
faintest  coucei)tion,  if  any  at  all,  of  that  true  hght  which  masonry 
would  inculcate.  How  many  Masters  and  Wardens  are  there  present 
here  to-day,  who  fully  com])rehend  what  true  light  in  masonry  means  ! 
How  many  hnjtress  the  initiate  with  the  important  fact,  that  prayer  is 
an  essential  element  in  masonry  ;  and,  I  may  well  ask,  how  many  in- 
torm  themselves  of  any  of  the  great  moral  truths  tnught  V)y  the  sym- 
bols of  our  fraternity  ;  and  content  themselves  with  a  mere  familiarity 
with  our  Kitual  V  If  then,  my  brethren,  those  in  authority  are  not 
able  to  teach,  how  can  we  expect  the  membership  to  become  more 
zealous  in  the  observance  and  discharge  of  their  duties  and  obhga- 
tions !  The  want  of  this  knowledge  upon  the  part  of  our  officers, 
prevents  its  being  taught  the  membership  ;  and  the  want  of  it  on  the 
part  of  our  Initiates,  causes  them  to  tolerate,  if  not  to  indulge  in, 
acts  of  immorality,  which,  in  some  instances,  is  a  disgrace  to  the 
fraternity.  Too  many  of  us  feel  that  in  liecoming  masons  we  secure 
personal  aid,  assistance,  and  protection  :  assunnng  no  duties  to  per- 
f(»rui,  or  work  to  do,  in  the  udvuncement  of  the  great  cause  of  hu- 
manity. 
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It  is  Boid  that  when  clespotism  and  HuperRtition  rcifi^cd  everywhere, 
and  seemed  invincible,  if  not  immortal,  masonrj'  was  invented  to 
avoid  persecution,  and  the  doctrines  taught  have  been  transmitted  by 
our  secret  mode  of  initiation,  and  retaining  itH  ancient  8ymlK>ls,  it  dis- 
plays its  banner  in  every  civilized  country,  upon  which  is  written  in 
letters  of  living  light,  its  great  principles. 

While  it  teaches  the  great  truths  concerning  the  nature  and  exis- 
tence of  one  Supremo  Deity,  and  the  existence  and  immortality  of  the 
soul,  yet  it  is  not  a  religious  sect,  but  from  all  sects  it  forms  one  vast 
fraternal  association,  based  upon  a  code  of  morals  which  is  the  sure 
foundation  of  all  religions.  To  ser\'e  our  God,  our  country,  and  all 
mankind,  is  the  noblest  destiny  of  man.  This  duty  masonry  not  only 
teaches  but  comman(h<,  and  the  Master  and  Wardens  of  the  suliordi- 
nate  Lodge  who  fail  to  impress  this  fact  upon  the  Initiate,  neglects 
their  most  important  duty,  and  the  lodge  fails  to  come  up  to  the  full 
measure  of  its  usefulness.  Immondity  among  our  membership,  re- 
sults from  a  wtint  of  a  proper  appreciation  of  the  morality  of  our 
fraternity,  and  this  want  of  appreciation  grows  out  of  a  failure  to 
sufficiently  inform  ourselves  upon  this  subject. 

If  masonry  was  simply  an  association  for  mutual  pecuniar^'  relief 
it  would  long  since  have  ceased  to  exist.  Its  command  to  love  one 
another  -to  share  each  others  pains  and  scjrrows,  as  well  as  joys  and 
pleasures- -to  afford  each  other  mutual  lissistance  and  support  in  all 
the  relations  of  life  -to  respect  the  opinions  and  guard  and  protect 
the  reputation  of  a  brother,  and  throw  the  veil  of  charity  over  his 
errors  and  short  comings,  and,  above  all,  its  firm  belief  in  the  exis- 
tence of  a  God  and  his  Providence,  as  well  as  the  immortality  of  the 
soul,  has  preserved  and  protected  its  existence  as  an  association,  and 
Mill  continue  to  do  st),  as  long  as  mankind  shidl  inhabit  the  earth. 
Then,  my  brethren,  let  me  urge  you  to  learn  more  of  its  moral  pre- 
cepts, and  practice  its  virtues  more,  so  that  the  standard  of  masonic 
character  may  be  elevated,  the  sphere  of  its  inlluence  enhvrged,  und 
its  great  uKiral  teachings  made  more  popular,  and  therefore  more  ob- 
served among  the  l>rethren. 
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DI8PENBATION8. 

I  have  been  asked,  in  two  cases,  for  permission  to  confer  the  degrees 
in  less  time  than  that  prescribed  by  the  Constitution,  ^^^lich,  of 
course,  I  was  obli^'od  to  refuse.     Sfp  (nns(i(ii('nni,  Aht.  vi,  sfctUm  0. 

At  the  last  communication  of  the  (irand  Lodge,  a  subordinate 
lodge  having  been  reported  as  allowing  the  three  degrees  t<i  be  con- 
ferred at  one  communication,  in  violation  of  the  cnustitution  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  ;  the  Grand  Master  was  recpicsted  to  take  such  steps  as 
he  might  deem  proper,  to  ascertain  if  sucli  report  was  true  ;  and  if  it 
was,  to  cause  a  citation  to  issue  to  said  lodge  to  show  cause  why  its 
charter  should  not  be  forfeited. 

As  early  after  the  close  of  the  Grand  Lodge  as  it  was  possible,  I 
directed  the  Grand  Secretary  to  issue  the  cit^ition,  which  he  did,  and 
both  it  and  the  answer  of  the  Worshipful  Master  are  herewith  sub- 
mitted for  your  consideration.  The  W.  M.,  an  aged  and  estimable 
brother,  professes  great  sorrow  for  his  faiult,  but  still,  in  accordance 
with  the  law— .9^6  AV»r  J)'fjfsf,  pwje  32,  serjion  4,  I  would  have  been 
obliged  to  suspend  him  ;  but  in  the  meantime  his  term  of  service  for 
that  year  had  expired  ;  and  I  now  commend  the  brother  to  your  char- 
itable oonsideration.     The  papers  are  herewith  submitted. 

DLSPENSATIONS   TO   ELECT   OFFICERS. 

I  have,  during  the  year,  for  good  reasons,  granted  Dispensations  to 
elect  ofl&cers  out  of  time,  to  the  following  Lodges  : 

Farrar  No.  8. 

Wilcox  No.  80. 

Good  Samaritan  No.  104. 

Ma<lison  Station  No.  32U. 

Forkland  No.  330. 

Childersburg  No.  403. 

Daniel  Pratt  No.  420. 

Also,  I  have  granted  Dispensations  to  the  following  Lodges  to  con- 
tinue work  and  elect  officers,  their  charters  having  been  forfeited  on 
various  accounts  : 

Tompkinsville  No.  61. 
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Helicon  No.  201. 

HoUy  Grove  No.  323. 

Van  Boron  No.  355. 

Chandler  No.  367. 

Green  ffill  No.  402. 

On  the  first  of  October  I  gave  permission  to  Amand  Lodge  No.  250, 
to  remove  from  Cooper's  Station  to  Verbena,  by  authority  of  the  23d. 
section  of  the  Vlth.  Article  of  the  Constitution. 

I  have  been  informed  that  it  was  the  desire  and  request  of  Brother 
Beers  that  Past  Grand  Master  Pillans  should  prepare  and  present  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence.     Some  short 
time  since  I  appointed  Brother  Pillans  as  chairman  of  that  committee  . 
to  prepare  and  present  its  report  to  this  Grand  Communication. 

I  have  incidently  learned  of  the  death  of  Past  Grand  Masters 
Isaiah  A.  Wilson  and  Wilson  Williams.  I  therefore  earnestly  recom- 
mend the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  prepare  and  present  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  suitable  resolutions  in  reference  to  their  lives  and 
deaths,  for  its  consideration. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

R.  W.  COBB, 

Grand  Master. 
DECISIONS. 

1.  If  a  profane  living  in  the  jurisdiction  of  one  Lodge,  had,  prior 
to  the  existence  of  such  Lodge,  petitioned  and  had  been  rejected  by 
another  Lodge,  should  again  petition  the  Lodge  that  had  rejected 
him,  such  Lodge  could  not  act  upon  the  petition  without  first  com- 
plying vrith.  the  requirements  of  Section  13,  of  Article  VI  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

2.  Taking  a  ballot  upon  a  petition  without  complying  Mith  Sec- 
tion 13,  of  Article  VI  of  the  Constitution,  is  in  violation  of  that  sec- 
tion, and  therefore  invalid.  The  Loodge  should  disregard  such 
ballot  and  comply  ^^-ith  such  section  ;  and  ui)on  a  receipt  of  a  reply 
to  its  incjuirv'  under  such  section,  take  a  bjdlot  tis  if  no  former  ballot 
had  been  taken. 

3.  The  embezzlement  of  the  funds  of  the  Lodge  is  unmasonic,  as 
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is  also  the  embezzlement  of  the  property  of  a  Brother  Mason.  The 
voluntary  re-imbiirsement  of  the  amount  embezzled  does  not  pre- 
clude the  Lodge  from  preferring  charges  and  inflicting  proper  pun- 
ishment for  the  offense.  The  Lodge,  however,  may  consider  it  in 
mitigation. 

4.  The  language  used  in  Rule  10,  Article  %T!I  of  the  Constitution 
means  the  youngest  nieniber  of  the  Lodge  and  not  the  youngest  Mason 
or  youngest  man. 

5.  Under  Section  19,  Article  VI,  of  the  Constitution,  every  Lodge 
has  jurisdiction  to  try  and  punish  for  unmasonic  conduct  a  sojourn- 
ing or  resident  brother  who  is  not  a  member  of  any  Lodge  in  this 
State. 

6.  A  Lodge  in  Tennessee  has  no  jurisdiction  of  a  petition  by  a 
citizen  of  Alabama,  and  its  action  upon  such  petition  is  void.  There- 
fore the  Lodge  in  Alabama  within  the  jurisdiction  of  which  such 
petitioners  reside  may  receive  and  pass  upon  the  petition  of  such 
petitioners,  although  the  Tennessee  Lodge  may  decline  to  answer 
a  communication  from  the  Alabama  Lodge. 

7.  Where  charges  and  specifications  are  preferred  against  a  so- 
journing brother,  and  another  Lodge  should  prefer  charges 
against  the  same  brother  and  try  him,  the  former  Lodge  has  authority 
to  try  the  brother  upon  such  charges  and  specifications  as  were  not 
embraced  in  the  charges  and  specifications  upon  which  he  was  tried. 

8.  At  a  Special  Communication  called  for  that  purpose  a  candi- 
date may  be  examined  as  to  his  proficiency. 

9.  After  a  petition  for  Initiation  has  been  received  by  the  Lodge, 
the  brother  recommending  the  applicant  has  no  right  to  demand  that 
the  petition  be  returned  to  him. 

10.  The  fact  that  a  Suspended  brother  participated  in  the  election 
of  officers  of  the  Lodge,  would  not  render  the  election  invalid,  unless 
the  vote  of  the  Suspended  brother  was  necessary  to,  and  did,  secure 
the  election  of  the  brother  elected. 

11.  In  the  trial  of  a  brother  for  the  killing  of  a  profane,  any  and 
all  evidence  tending  to  show  the  facts  connected  "with  the  homicide, 
as  well  as  the  animus  of  the  brother,  should  be  received. 
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12.  A  Lodge,  or  the  members  thereof,  are  not  botind  to  prefer 
charges  against  a  brother  for  the  killing  of  a  profane,  bat  shonld  in- 
vestigate the  facts  so  as  to  determine  whether  or  not  charges  should 
be  preferred. 

13.  When  charges  have  been  preferred  against  a  brother,  and  he 
has  been  regularly  and  properly  notified  of  the  same,  and  of  the  time 
of  trial,  and  he  fails  to  appear,  and  is  again  notified,  the  second  and 
third  time,  and  he  still  fails,  the  Lodge  may  proceed  with  the  trial  as 
if  he  was  present,  after  ax)pointing  some  brother  to  represent  the  ac- 
cused. It  is  not  necessary  that  each  and  every  member  of  the  Lodge 
should  be  present,  but  there  should  be  present  a  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Lodge. 

14.  When  a  brother  has  been  tried  for  an  offense,  and  sentenced 
to  be  reprimanded  in  open  Lodge,  and  regularly  summoned  by  the 
Lodge  to  appear  in  open  Lodge  at  a  stated  communication,  and  he 
refuses  to  obey  the  summons  of  the  Lodge,  charges  may  be  preferred 
for  failing  to  obey  the  summons,  and  he  may  be  tried  and  punished 
as  the  Lodge  shall  determine  the  offense  deserves. 

And  the  following  special  committees  were  ap- 
pointed : 

On  the  death  of  Brother  Oliver  S.  Beers — 
Daniel  Smith, 

William  Theodore  Atkins, 

James  Tait  Beok. 

On  the  death  of  Brother  Isaiah  A.  Wilson — 
Henry  Clay  Tompkins, 

Henry  Clay  Armstrong, 

Sam  Thompson. 

On  the  death  of  Brother  Wilson  Williams — 
DaWd  Clopton, 

George  Dashicll  Norris, 

Joseph  Henry  Johnson. 

On  the  death  of  Brother  Thomas  M.  Bragg — 
William  Y.  Titcomb, 

Nicholas  Stall  worth, 

William  Story  Foster. 
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VAN  BUREN  NO.  355  REINSTATED. 

On  motion  of  Brother  Henry  Clay  Tompkins,  Van 
Bnren  Lodge  No.  355  was  reinstated. 

WALKER  NO.  28G  REINSTATED. 

On  motion  of  Brother  Solomon  Palmer,  Walker 
Lodge  No.  286  was  reinstated. 

COMMITTEE  ON  WORK  REPORT  ON  THE  E.  A. 

Brother  James  M.  Brundidge,  of  the  Committee  on 
Work,  made  report  on  the  E.  A.  Degree,  and  the  report 
was  received  and  concurred  in. 

SPECIAL  ORDER  FOR  9  O'CLOCK. 

On  motion  of  Brother  James  M.  Brundidge,  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Work  on  the  F.  C.  Degree 
was  made  the  Special  Order  for  9  o'clock  to-morrow 
morning. 

Brother  George  P.  Harrison  Jr.  offered  the  following 
resolution,  and  the  resolution  was  adopted : 

OPELIKA  NO.  195. 

Resolved  J  That  a  committeo  of  three  bo  appointed  by  the  M.  W. 
Grand  Mast^ir  to  investigate  the  condition  and  legal  status  of  the 
property  of  Opelika  Lodge  No.  195  which  has  forfeited  its  charter, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  report  at  the  present  communication  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  with  su<^h  recommendation  relative  to  the  disposition 
of  said  property  as  the  Committeo  may  deem  i)roper. 

And  the  Committee  was  appointed  as  follows  : 

James  M.  Oliver,  of  Tohopeka  No.  71. 

Wiley  W.  Bloodworth,  of  Loachapoka  No.  133. 

James  A.  Bilbro,  of  Tuskegee  No.  57. 

And  then,  after  prayer  by  the  R.  W.  and  Rev.  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to  re- 
freshment until  to-morrow  morning  at  8^  o'clock. 

(2) 
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IN  GRAND  LODGE. 

Tuesday  Morning,  December  5,  1882. 
The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to 
labor  at  8A  o'clock,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Bnfus  W. 
Cobb,  presiding  ;  the  other  Grand  Officers  at  their  sev- 
eral stations. 

Prayer  by  the  li.  W.  and  Rev.  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

KEPOllT  ON  THE  F.  C.  DEGREE. 

Brother  Myles  J.  Greene,  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Work,  made  report  on  the  F.  C  Degree,  and  the 
report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

SPECIAL  ORDER. 

On  motion  of  Brother  Myles  J.  Greene,  the  report  on 
the  M.  M.  Degree,  was  made  the  Special  Order  for 
8  o'clock  this  3vening. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  announced  the  following  as 
the  regular 

STANDING  COMMITTEES  : 

On  Chabteked  Ii<.UKiE». 

No.  1. 

Williani  J.  Rn]jorts,  J>uni»'l  J.  B.  Atkius^m, 

Fletcher  J.  Cowurt,  Tliuiuart  II.  Aiiiberson. 

\V(-Hl(;y  M.  Smith, 
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No.  2. 


£dward  N.  Kring, 
James  Scarborough, 
Henry  F.  Montgomery, 


Amasa  L.  Palmer, 
John  H.  Campbell, 
James  T.  Morris, 


Robert  L.  Hnllonquist, 
Alvis  Whited, 
James  D.  Gurganus, 


No.  3. 


No.  5. 


William  C  Cousins, 
Madison  K.  Cunningham 
Thomas  B.  Deaver, 


No.  6. 


James  Andrew  Bilbro, 
Samuel  D.  McClellan, 
John  F.  Lewis, 


No.  7. 


Isaac  Cunningham  Hall, 
George  L.  Hardwick, 
Thomvs  P.  Savage, 


No.  8. 


Matthew  D.  Thomason, 
John  I.  Dansby, 
Andrew  J.  Underwood, 


Thomas  P.  Wliitby, 
Llewelyn  Spigener, 
James  H.  Shine, 


William  B.  Jackson, 
Solomon  Palmer, 
Charles  M.  Sturgis, 


No.  9. 


No.  10. 


Ormand  A.  Duke, 
Aaron  T.  House. 


James  J.  Dawson^ 
Lewis  Hardy. 


No.  4.  . 


Nimrod  T.  Underwood, 
Robert  Moore. 


James  T.  Ledbetter, 
Francis  L.  Stames. 


David  A.  Wright, 
John  D.  Blocker. 


Benjamin  F.  Curtis, 
Samuel*W.  Walker. 


Daniel  W.  Block, 
Abraham  Isaac. 


Mims  Walker, 
Edwin  H.  Robinson. 


James  M.  Oliver, 
Tompleton  M.  Holloway. 
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DlSPEXSATIONS. 

No.  1. 

Jbiuoh  ScarborouRh,  William  W.  Little, 

John  F.  Turner,  Francis  H.  Kimbrough. 

Kamuel  G.  Eanon, 

Ko.  2. 
Thaddeus  C.  Willingham,  Walter  R.  DawHon, 

Matthew  D.  Thomason,  Elias  A.  Brown. 

William  L.  JohoHon, 

Finance. 

Daniel  Smith,  Nicholas  Stallworth, 

John  M.  Dovle,  William  T.  Atkins. 


Thomas  J.  Taylor, 


By-Laws. 


Samuel  H.  Glover,  John  A.  Fuller, 

Jasper  T.  Smitherman,  William  F.  Regill. 
John  T.  Hester, 

PnoposmoNs  and  Gbievancbs. 

Ralph  T.  Armstrong,  Charles  Mohr, 

David  W.  Mclver,  Samuel  C.  Nalwrs. 
Arthur  Bingham, 

Doings  of  Grand  Officers. 

Louis  W.  Turpin,  Charles  Crawley, 

John  S.  Blair,  Benjamin  T.  Smith. 
Horace  W.  Bowers, 

Lead's  of  Absence. 

William  Story  Foster,  Rufus  M.  A(rton, 

William  Allen  0*Hara,  John  J.  Young. 
Albert  L.  Hendon. 


REPORTS  OF  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  and  the  Grand  Secretary  made 
their  Annual  Reports,  and  they  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance.     {See  Appendia:.) 
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Brother  Charles  D.  Hurt  oflFered  the  following  reso- 
lution, and  it  was  adopted  : 

CHANGING  HURTVILLE  TO  HURTSBORO. 

Resolved,  That  the  name  of  Hurtville  Lodge  No.  346  be  cbimged  to 
HnrtsboTo  Lodge  No.  34<j, 

Brother  Myles  J.  Greene  oflFered  the  following,  and 
the  preamble  was  concurred  in,  and  the  resolution 
adopted : 

REINSTATING  LOACHAPOKA  NO.  133. 

Whereas,  The  charter  of  Loachapoka  Lodge  No.  133  has  been  forr 
feited  on  account  of  a  failure  to  hold  a  communication  for  six  months, 
and  whereas  two  years  ago  said  Lodge  lost  its  Hall  and  all  other 
property  by  fire,  but  has  been  regularly  represented  in,  and  paid  its 
dues  to,  the  Grand  Lodge,  therefore — 

Resolved,  That  the  Charter  of  Loachapoka  Lodge  No.  133  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  restored. 

And  then,  after  prayer  by  the  R.  W.  and  Rev.  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to 
refreshment  until  this  evening  at  7  o'clock, 
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IN  GRAND  LODGE. 


Tuesday  Evening,  December  5, 1882. 
The  Grand  Lodge  was   called    from  refreshment  to 
labor  at  7  o'clock,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,   Bufas 
Wills  Cobb,  presiding  ;  the  other  Grand  Officers  at  their 
several  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  R.  W.  and  Rev.  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

Brother  William  Y.  Titcomb,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Suspensions,  Expulsions,  and  Appeals,  mode 
report  in  the  case  of  Brother  William  F.  Pickle,  from 
Broomtown  Lodge  No.  420,  as  follows,  and  the  report 
was  received  and  concurred  in. 

SUSPENSIONS,  EXPULSIONS,  AND  APPEALS. 

To  the  ^fost  \Vorshif>ful  Grnud  Ijfuhjf  of  AhOffnmx : 

Aj)pe}il  of  Brother  A.  Shjimblin  from  the  <lecisioii  of  Broomtown 
Lodge  No.  42(),  wliicli  decision  released  Brother  Wiliiam  F.  Pickle, 
with  a  reprimand  by  the  Wiirshipful  Master,  from  responsil)ility  un- 
der charges  of  gross  unmasonic  conduct,  with  nine  specifications, 
alleging  the  challenging  of  a  minor  to  combat  ;  the  use  of  •*lilthy  and 
vulgar"  language  within  the  hearing  of  females  ;  threats  to  shoot  a 
brother  mason  ;  quarreling  in  a  public  place  with  an  ohl  man  ;  and 
bringing  false  accusations  against  the  same  ;  charging  a  brother  nmson 
with  falsehood,  and  otherwise  speaking  evil  of  the  good  name  of  a 
brother  mison  ;  and  doing  so  in  violation  of  Sec  IS,  Art.  VI  of  the 
Constitution. 

The  Lodge  spent  two  days  in  a  trial  of  this  cause  :  ft<ljudged  the 
accused  guilty  un<ler  specifications  1,  2,  4,  5,  and  it ;  and  voted  a  rep- 
rimand from  the  lips  ot  the  Worshipful  Master:  1,  2,  4,  5,  and  G 
specify  the  challenging  of  a  minor,  the  use  of  filthy  language  within 
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hearing  of  a  Master  Mjwon's  family,  quarreling  with  an  old  man  and 
bringing  false  accusations  against  him,  charging  a  brother  mason  with 
falsehood,  and  violating  Set!.  IS,  Art.  VI  of  the  Constitution. 

Upon  an  examination  of  the  voluminous  testimony — iO  pages— ad- 
duced in  this  case,  it  aj)pears  that  the  punishment  was  altogether 
inadeipiate  to  the  offense  :  we  therefore  recommend  that  the  said 
decision  of  Broom  town  Lodge  No.  420  be  reversed  and  that  William 
F.  Pickle  be  indetinitely  susj)ended  by  this  Grand  Lodge. 

WILLIAM  Y.  TITCOMB, 

Chairman  of  Committee. 

CASE  FKOM  AM  AND  LODGE  No.  2r,0. 

The  decision  of  the  committee  in  the  case  of  Farr, 
from  Amaud  Lodge  No.  250,  was  not  concurred  in,  the 
judgment  of  the  Lodge  therefore  stands  as  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

REPORT  ON  THE  M.  M.  DEGREE. 

Brother  Myles  J.  Greene,  from  the  Committee  on 
Work,  made  report  on  the  M.  M.  Degree,  Brother  An- 
gus M.  Scott  delivering  the  Lecture,  and  the  report  was 
received  and  concurred  in. 

BROTHER  MYLES  J.  GREENE  RESKINS. 

Brother  Myles  J.  Greene  tendered  his  resignation  as 
a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Work,  but  the  following 
resolution  oflFered  by  Brother  William  T.  Atkins — 

That  it  will  be  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the  (trand  Lodge  to 
accept  the  resignation  of  Brother  Myles  J.  Oreene,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Work  at  this  time,  and  he  is  ht'rel)y  recjueated  to 
-withdraw  the  same,  and  serve  until  the  next  Annual  Grand  Commu- 
nication— 

being  unanimously  adopted.  Brother  Greene  withdrew 
bis  resignation. 

Brother  Joseph  H.  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  ou 
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Grand  Master's  address,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

REPORT  ON  GRAND  MASTER'S  ADDRESS. 

To  Vie  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alafjama : 

Your  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  address  of  the  M.  W. 
Grand  Master  for  division  and  reference,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  : 

Your  Committee,  as  no  doubt  the  Grand  Lodge,  listened  to  the 
very  able  and  most  excellent  address  of  the  Grand  Master  with  pe- 
culiar interest.  The  body  of  the  address  is  replete  u-ith  the  soundest 
morality.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  is 
fully  imbued  with  the  great  principles  of  our  Ancient  and  Honorable 
Fraternity,  whilst  he  does  not  under-rate  any  of  our  ancient  p.actices 
and  usages. 

Your  committee  would  recommend — 

Ist.  That  so  much  of  the  address  as  relates  to  Dispens;itions  be 
referred  to  the  Committees  on  Dispensations. 

2nd.  That  so  much  as  refers  to  Decisions  to  the  Committee  on 
Masonic  Jurispnulence. 

3rd.  That  so  much  as  refers  to  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  at 
its  last  Annual  Communication,  in  reference  to  the  conduct  of  New- 
burgh  Lodge  No.  38H,  be  disposed  of  by  the  following  : 

Whereas,  The  Grand  Lodge  is  satisfied  that  the  action  of  Now- 
burgh  Lodge  No.  .388  in  conferring  the  three  degrees  upon  a  eundiilate 
at  the  same  communication  was  through  inadvertance  ;  and  the  high 
character  of  the  W.  M.,  and  the  statement  which  he  makes,  clearly 
showing  that  there  was  no  intentional  violation  of  the  Constitution, 
therefore — 

Resdredy  That  the  resolution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  its  last  annual 
communication  in  reference  to  said  matter,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
revoked  ;  and  the  said  lodge  is  excused  from  further  punishment. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

H.  C.  TOMPKINS, 
DAVID  CLOPTON, 
J.  H.  JOHNSON, 

Committee. 

Brother  Edward  N.  Kring,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  2,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 
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REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  2. 

To  the  31.  W.  Gratid  Lod/je  of  Alabama  : 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodgeii  No.  2  have  carefully  examined 
the  Returns  submitted  to  them,  and  find  the  follo'wing 


New  Market No 

Greening 

Amitv 

Mount  Moriah 

Troy 

Tuskegee 

Benton 

Saint  Johns 

Eureka 

Liberty 

Hampden  Sidney 

Holsey 


CORRECT  : 

52  Howard No. 

53  Central " 

54  Tohopeka ** 

55  Solomon ** 

5G  WUcox '* 

57  Bellefonte — 2  years .... 

59  Friendship 

62  Erophotic 

64  Mendian   Sun ** 

65  PrattviUe " 

67'  Pfister " 

68 


69 
70 
71 
74 
80 
82 
83 
84 
88 
89 
90 


INCORRECT  : 

Jefferson  No.  51. — Two  years,  number  not  indorsed  on  the  back, 
heading  and  date  of  1881  not  properly  filled  out,  recapitulation  not 
filled  out. 

ToMPKiNsviLLE  No.  61. — Name  not  indorsed  on  the  back. 

Social.  No.  63. — Recapitulation  not  filled  out,  names  of  4  dimitted 
put  down  in  the  list  of  members  and  dues  paid  for  them — overpaid 
$2.00. 

Widow's  Son  No.  72. — Name  not  indorped  on  the  back,  caption  er- 
roneously filled  out. 

CoKERVTLLE  No.  75. — Outside  of  Returns  badly  defaced. 

Crozier  No.  78. — Caption  improperly  dated,  and  amount  of  Dues 
put  opposite  each  name,  which  the  Blank  does  not  require. 

Fredonia  No.  79.  — Fees  for  Degrees  put  down  at  00,  date  not  filled 
out. 

Saint  Stephens  No.  81. — Neither  name  nor  number  indorsed  on  the 
back. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

EDWARD  N.  KRING,  Chairman. 


Brother  James  A.  Bilbro,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  6,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 
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REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  6. 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  fi,  beg  leave  to  report 
that  of  the  ReturnH  of  Chartered  Lodges  referred  to  them,  they  find 
the  foUuwing 

(CORRECT  : 


Tensaw No.  221 

Western  Star **  222 

Sandy  Ridge **  223; 

Newton **  224 

LouiHvillo **  225 

Dnck  Spring -2  yearH...  **  ^il  \ 

Sepulga **  233  i 

HarperKville "  23.5  I 

GailKden '*  23(i  ■ 

Fairmount "  2:W  ■ 

Bowen "  241  ^ 

Coosa *'  242 

Ramer "  243 


Dawson No 

Harrison 

Amand 

Camp  Creek 

North  Port 

Rose  Hill 

Gaylesville 

Belleville 

Talladega    

Highland  -2  years 

Walnut  (irove-  2  years.. 
Meridian 


244 

24<; 

250 
251 
252 
25.3 
256 
200 
201 
202 
2(^4 
2(;5 


incorrect: 

Santa  Fe  No.  22(». — Date  not  filled  out,  no  sefd. 

James  Penn  Na  227. — Master's  name  signed  in  the  wrong  place, 
and  whore  the  name  of  the  Lodge  ought  to  be. 

Bexak  No.  23(».— Made  out  in  pencil,  and  initials  used  in  all  the 
names. 

Quitman  N<>.  254.  Two  affiliations  are  marked  in  the  Recapitula- 
tion, but  the  name  <»f  <mly  one  is  givm: 

Ervin  No.  257. -Three  names  are  set  down  under  Ixjth  heads  of  F. 
C.  and  M.  M.,  but  no  dues  are  paid  on  them. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

JAMES  A.  BILBRO, 

Chairman. 

Brother  William  J.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  1,  made  the  following  report,  and 
tlie  report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  1. 

7b  the  M.   ir.  frratui  huhje  <tf  Ahifmtim : 

Your  Comiiiitti'oon  ChartrnMl  Lo<lges  No.  1,  have  carefully  exam- 
ined tho  Kttunis  submitted  to  them,  and  beg  leave  to  report  the  fol- 
lo^'ing — 
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CORBEGT : 

Moiilton No.  6  I  Selma  Frutomnl No.  27 

Montgomerv *'  111  WjishinRton **  36 

Athens. .  .  .  .* *'  1()    Wetuinpka "  39 

ftiunt  .VllmiiH **  22    M(»l)ile "  40 

Georj^e  Washingtun **  24    Union "  50 

I^  Fayette **  20  • 

INCORRECT  : 

Heljon  No.  I.  -Returns  show  that  a  candidate  was  initiated  and 
passed  on  the  same  day  in  vioh\tion  of  the  Constitution. — *See  Art. 
VI,  Sec.  9.     Ti\h\o  of  Dues  not  tilled  out. 

RisiNo  Virtue  No.  4.  -Date  A.  D.  and  A.  L.  not  filled  out. 

Fajik.\r  No.  «.  -Candidate  reported  Raised  on  the  17th  of  Decem- 
ber 1882,  abbreviations  used.  Table  of  Dues  not  tilled  out,  date  A.  D. 
and  A.  L.  not  tilled  out. 

GiLEAD  No.  y.— No  date  given  to  Susjiensions  N.  P.  D.,  date  A.  D. 
and  A.  L.  not  tilled  out. 

Roy  AX  White  Hart  No.  10. — Table  of  Dues  not  tilled  out  with  the 
number  of  members  ;  office  of  S.  D.  appears  to  be  vacant,  should 
have  been  filled  out  with  a  S.  D.  pro  Uin. 

Dale  No.  25. — No  number  on  the  outside. 

Rising  Sun  No.  20. — Table  of  Dues  not  tilled  out. 

Autauga  No.  31.— Table  of  Fees  not  tilled  out,  date  A.  D.  and  A.  L. 
not  filled  out,  no  P.  ().  p^iven. 

Livingston  No.  41.  -Raising  of  1  candidate  reported  after  the  end 
of  the  Ma.sonsic  year,  and  his  death  reported  on  Sept.  19th  ;  no  date 
given  of  the  Raising  of  1  candidate. 

Gahtox  No.  44.     Table  of  Dues  not  tilled  out. 

Harmony  No.  4('».     Dates  A.  D.  and  A.  L.  nyt  tilled  out. 

Demopolis  No.  49.  -  No  date  to  1  affiliation. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

WILLLVM  J,  ROBERTS, 
THOMAS  H.  AMBERSON, 
WESLEY  M.  SMITH, 

Committee. 

Brother  William  C.  Cousins,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  5,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  5. 

7o  ihe.  yf.  W.  Grand  Liuhtv  of  Ahihama  : 
Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  5  have  carefully  exam- 
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ined  the  Returns  submitted  to  them,  and  beg  leave  to  report  the  fol- 
lowing 

CORRECT  : 

Catawla No.  186  ■  Kilighee No.  199 


Landmark "  187  ■  Svlacauga 

Clintonville "  188  ^  Vollev  . . . . 

Delta **  189    Pettusville 

Tombigbee "  190    Marshall 

Brash  Creek "  191 

Chattahoochee **  192 

HopeweU "  193 


Sam  Dixon , 
Lincville  . . 


200 
203 
207 
209 
218 
219 


INCORRECT  : 


Aberfoil  No.  181. — Date  in  the  caption  left  blank. 
Mount  Eaole  No.  185. — Recapitulation  not  filled  out,  table  of  Dues 
not  filled  out. 

HiLLABEE  No.  197. — No  date  to  reinstatement,  date  A.  D.  and  A.  L. 
not  filled  out,  t»\ble  of  Dues  not  filled  out. 

Caledonia  No.  198. — Name  not  indorsed  on  the  back,  no  date  to 
Suspensions  N.  P.  D.,  or  rejections. 

Helicon  No.  201. — Table  of  Fees  put  down  at  $5,  $15,  and  $10,  in 
violation  of  the  constitution  ;  ought  to  be  $15,  $5,  and  $10.     See  Ooru 
Art.  Vly  Sec.  14. 
Manning  Spring  No.  204. — Date  A.  D.  and  A.  L.  not  filled  out 
Alexandria  No.  208. — No  date  to  Initiations  and  Pa8.sing8. 
York  No.  211. — Recapitulation  not  filled  out.  Table  of  Fees  incor- 
rectly filled  out  at  $10,  $5,  $5,  in  violation  of  the  constitution  ;  ought 
to  be  $15,  $5,  and  $10.     See  Con.  Art.   VI,  Sec.  14. 

Builders  No.  215. — Table  of  Fees  not  tilled  out,  and  Returns  not 
signed  by  the  W.  M.  No  date  to  reinstatements,  no  name  to  one 
member.  Fees  for  the  degrees  i)ut  down  at  $10,  15,  and  $5,  in  viola- 
tion of  the  constitution,  ought  to  be  $15,  $5,  and  $10.  See  (hn.  Art. 
VI,  Sec.  14. 
All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

W.  C.  COUSINS, 
M.  R.  CrNNINGHAM, 
THO^klAS  B.  DEAVER, 
J.  T.  LEDBETTER, 
F.  L.  STARN^ES, 

Committee. 

Brother  Thomas  P.  Whitby,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  9,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 


GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA.  29 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  9. 

To  the  M.  W.  (haml  Lod^je  of  Ahbfima  : 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  9  bog  leave  to  report 
that  they  have  carefully  examined  the  Returns  submitted  to  them, 
and  find  the  follo>*'ing 

CORRECT  : 

Bell's  Landing No.  373    North  Border No.  391 

Weogufka "    378    Opelika "    395 


Robert  E.  Lee **    379 

Ohatchee "    38() 


Falkville "    396 

Hartsell "    398 


E.  H.  Cook **    381  '  Childersburg "    403 

Newburgh "    388    Hoboken <*    404 

Weathers— 2  years "    390  I 

INCORRECT  : 

Russell viLLE  No.    371. — Several  names  abbreviated,   date  in  the 
margin  erroneous— 1881  put  down  instead  of  1882. 

Gainesville  No.  375. — Heading  erroneously  dated,  full  name  of  one 
deceased  not  given. 
Sauta  Creek  No.  376. — Name  abbreviated  and  seal  illegible. 
Lake  City  No.  377. — Name  not  indorsed  on  the  back,  nearly  all  the 
names  abbreviated. 

BiRSONGHAM  FRATERNAL  No.   384. — No  date  to  Reinstatements  or 
Suspensions  N.  P.  D.,  dates  A.  D.  and  A.  L.  not  set  down. 
TBDnTY  No.  386. — Name  not  indorsed  on  the  back. 
Hickory  Flat  No.  392. — One  name    abbreviated,  dates  A.    D.   and 
A.  L.  not  set  do>*Ti. 
Valley  Head  No.  394. — Name  not  indorsed  on  the  back. 
Haw  Ridoe  No.  399. — Dates  A.  D.  and  A.  L.  at  bottom   not  filled 
out. 

Hanceville  No.  400. — Recapitulation  not  filled  out,  one  F.  C.  put 
under  the  head  of  M.  M.,  table  of  Dues  not  filled  out  with  the  num^ 
ber  of  members. 
All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

THOMAS  P.  WHITBY, 
LLEWELYN  SPIGENER, 
EDWIN  H.  ROBINSON, 
JAMES  H.  SHINE, 
MIMS  W^ALKER, 

Committee. 
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Brother  Isaac  C.  Hall,  from  the  Committee  on  Char- 
tered Lodges  No.  7,  made  the  following  report,  and  the 
report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  7. 

7b  the  M.  W.  Grand  Ixxhje  of  AUilmma : 

Your  Committee  on  Cliart^red  Lodges  No.  7  beg  leave  to  report  that 
they  have  carefully  examined  the  Returns  submitted  to  them,  and 
find  the  following  to  be 

Cr)REECT  : 

Wind  Creek No.  *2G7  i  Georgiana No.  285 

Butler  Spring "    270    Clinton **    287 

Pea  River **    271    Viola '*    324 

aift<m **    272  ,  Forkland '*    330 

Northern **    278  ' 

INCORRECT : 

Mount  Pleasant  No.  266. — Amount  of  Dues  put  opposite  each 
name,  which  is  not  required  by  the  blank. 

Frankfort  No.  275. —Recapitulation  not  filled  out,  1  affiliati(m  put 
under  the  head  of  Degrees  conferred,  1  F.  (■.  put  umler  the  head  of 
M.  M.,  table  of  Fees  incorrectlv  tilled  out. 

Charles  Bahkerville  No.  281.-  Names  abbreviated,  table  of  Dues 
not  filled  out  with  the  number  of  members. 

Walker  No.  280.  -Returns  for  1881,  no  Returns  for  1882,  table  of 
Dues  not  tilled  out,  abbreviations  used. 

Fort  Deposit  No.  2*.)l. — For  2  years,  table  of  Dues  and  Fees  not 
filled  out,  seal  illegible. 

NoRRis  No.  301.  -Ht'ading  incorrectly  filled  uut. 

Central  City  No.  305. — Recapitulation  not  filled  out  with  the  num- 
ber of  members,  names  ab])reviated. 

JoNESBoRo  No.  315.  — Neither  number  nor  name  indorsed  on  the 
back,  1  F.  C.  under  the  head  of  E.  A. 

Cluttsville  No.  311).  —Dates  A.  D.  and  A.  L.  not  tilled  out. 

Warrentox  No.  320.  -Initials  and  abbreviations  used,  table  of  dues 
and  fees  not  tilled  out. 

Ple.vsant  Hill  No.  321.  -  Initials  used. 

Holly  Grove  No.  323. — Neither  name  nor  number  indorsed  on  the 
back. 

Madison  Station  No.  320. — Initials  and  abbreviatii>n8  used. 

AJl  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

ISAAC  C.  HALL, 

Chairman. 


(JRANl)  LOJKiE  OF  ALABAMA.  31 

Brother  Amasa  L.  Palmer,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  3,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 

RErOllT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  3. 

To  the  ^f.   H'.  (Jrnnd  Lodi/p  <tf  Af^tlxnna  : 

Your  Committeo  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  3  beg  leave  to  report  that 
they  have*  carefully  examined  the  Returns  submitted  to  them,  and 
find  the  following  to  bo 

CORRECT : 

Henrv' No.     91  i  Hermon No.  106 

Tuckabatchee "      \)i\    Oak  Bowery  for  1881 "  108 

Lozahatchee *'      W7    Sylvan-  2  years **  111 

Fulton "      98    Notasulga ' **  119 

Hartwell "    101    Camp  Hill **  120 

New  Berne  -2  years "  102  .  Mortimer  Reeder — 2  years  **  126 

Benson ^'    103  ,  Yorkville "  131 

Good  Samaritan '•    104    Loadiapt)ka **  133 

Shiloh **    105  I  Wiley *»  134 

INCORRECT • 

Salem  No.  99.— Table  of  Dues  incorrectly  filled  up,  Fees  for  the 
Degrees  put  down  at  $15,  $10,  and  $5,  when  they  ought  to  be  $15,  $5, 
and  $10.     See  Con.  Art.  IT,  .St'c.  14. 

Oajl  Bowery  No.  108.  -For  1881,  dates  A.  D.  and  A.  L.  not  fiUed 
out. 

Forest  Hill  No.  110.-  -Table  of  Dues  not  tilled  out.  Initials  and 
abbreviations  used.     Returns  very  much  soiled. 

Pebryvili.e  No.  117. — Initiids  used,  dates  A.  D.  and  A.  L.  not  tilled 
out.  seal  illegible. 

Felix  No.  124.—  Initials  and  abbreviations  used,  date  A.  L.  not 
filled  out. 

BoLivAB  No.  127. — Two  years  ;  initials  and  abbreviations  used, 
dates  A.  D.  and  A.  L.  not  tilled  out,  table  of  dues  erroneously  filled 
out. 

Columbia  No.  135. — Caj)tion  not  filled  out. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submit t(*d. 

AMASA  L.  PALMER, 

Chairman. 

Brother  James  A.  Bilbro  offered  the  following  reso-^ 
lutioDS : 
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AS  TO  A  MASONIC  HOME  AND  COLLEGE. 

Jies(ilved  Ist.  That  the  Masters  of  the  Subordinate  Lodges  of  this 
Jurisdiction  are  hereby  instructed  to  bring  before  their  respective 
Lodges  before  the  next  Annual  Grand  Communication  the  matter  of 
buildng  a  Masonic  Home  and  College,  under  the  auspices  of  this 
Grand  Lodge,  for  the  benefit  of  orphans  of  deceased-masons  in  this 
jurisdiction. 

2d.  That  the  Subordinate  Lodges  are  requested  to  forward  to  the 
Grand  Secretary,  with  the  returns  to  the  regular  Annual  Communica- 
tions of  this  Gra^^^odge,  such  amount  as  may  be  raised  for  the  pur- 
pose named  in  the  above  first  resolution  ;  that  the  Grand  Secretary 
execute  receipts  therefor,  and  turn  the  same  over  to  the  Grand  Treas- 
urer, to  be  retained  by  him  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

3d.  That  when  in  the  opinion  of  the  Grand  Lodge  an  amount  is 
realized  sufticient  for  that  purpose,  a  Masonic  Home  and  College 
shall  be  established  in  this  State,  at  such  place  as  the  Grand  Lodge 
may  determine,  where  the  or])hans  of  Masons  in  this  jurisdiction, 
who  died  in  good  standing  u-ith  their  Lodges,  shall  receive  an  educa- 
tion free  of  charge. 

4th.  That  the  officers  of  this  Grand  Lodge  are  urged  to  give  spe- 
cial emphasis  to  the  matter  of  these  resolutions  in  their  official  visita- 
tions and  correspondence  with  the  Subordinate  Lodges,  and  in  their 
intercourse  other^'ise  >*'ith  the  members  of  the  fratemitv. 

5th.  That  in  this  work  we  in\'ite  the  co-operation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter,  Grand  Council,  Grand  Commandery,  and  Subordinate 
Chapters,  Council,  and  Commanderies  of  the  State. 

And  the  resolutions  were  referred  to  the  following 
Special  Committee 

ON  BILBRO'S  RESOLUTIONS : 

James  Andrew  Bilbro, 

Henry  CTay  Armstrong, 

Joseph  Henry  Johnson, 

Thomas  Porter  ^^llitbv, 

Henry  Floyd  Montgomery', 

Wesley  Madden  Smith, 

Edward  Norris  Kring. 
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Brother  James  A.  Bilbro's  resolution  as  to  Drinking 
and  Swearing— see  Proceedings  of  1881,  page  44 — were 
taken  up,  and  without  action  they  were  postponed. 

And  then,  after  prayer  by  the  K  W.  and  Kev.  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to  re- 
freshment until  to-morrow  morning  at  11  o'clock. 


IN  GRAND  LODGE. 


Wednesday  Morning,  December  6, 1882. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called'  from  refreshment  to 
labor  at  11  o'clock,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Bufus 
Wills  Cobb,  presiding ;  the  other  Grand  Officers  at  their 
several  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  B.  W.  and  Bev.  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

Brother  William  B.  Jackson,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  10,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 

EEPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  10. 

To  the  M.  W.  Granrl  Lodge  of  Alabama  : 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  10,  beg  leave  to  report 
that  they  have  carefully  examined  the  Eeturns  submitted  to  them, 
and  find  the  following — 

(3) 
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CORBECT  : 

Doric No.  406  |  Cnllman  Fraternal No.  4*21 

HillHlwro **  4(W    Shortor\ille **  42-2 

Pomltown "  atd    Gwrge  Wilson **  4*24 

Helena **  410  i  Milo  Abercrombie **  42t> 

Amberaon "  412  .  Albortville "  430 

Oak  Level **  415  ,  Branchville "  433 

Hilton— 2  years "  419  ;  Andaluwa "  434 

Broomtown "  420  ' 

INCOBRECT  : 

Jehison  No.  411. — No  date  to  1  dimitted,  dates  A.  D.  and  A.  L.  not 
filled  out,  name  and  number  of  Lodge  not  inserted  at  the  bottom. 

SuLPHTR  Spbin'o  No.  414. — Cai>tion  not  tilled  out. 

Georoe  Smith  No.  417.--Cai)tion  incorrectly  tilled  out,  initials  u»ed, 
19  members  and  only  16  paid  for  and  no  reason  given  why  the  others 
are  not  paid  for — due  the  Grand  Lodge  $1.50,  table  of  dues  not  filled 
out. 

CuLXTON  No.  423. — Returns  show  2  rejected  and  only  1  marked  in 
the  Recapitulation. 

Belgreen  No.  428. — Amount  of  duos  not  indorsed  on  the  back 
one  marked  dimitted  on  the  24th  of  December  1882,  a  time  which  had 
not  arrived  when  the  Returns  were  made  out. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

W.  B.  JACKSON, 

Chairman. 

Brother  Grand  Secretary  offered  the  following  resola- 
tion  and  it  was  adopted. 

REINSTATING  LODGES. 

lieafilreilf  That  all  lodges,  the  charters  of  which  had  been  forfeited 
for  non-representiition  for  two  years,  and  which  have  now  made  Re- 
turns, paid  their  Dues,  and  are  represented,  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  reinstated. 

Brother  Henry  F.  Montgomery  offered  the  following, 
and  the  Preamble  was  concurred  in,  and  the  Resolution 
adopted. 

HIRAM  LODGE  NO.  42. 

WhereaSf  At  the  last  communication  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge, 
the  charter  of  Hiram  Lodge  No.  42  was  declared  forfeited  for  non- 
payment of  dues  and  non-representation,  and — 
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WhereruSy  By  reason  of  death  and  removal,  the  membership  of  said 
lodge  is  reduced  to  a  v(;ry  few  members,  therefore  be  it — 

Resoluetly  That  the  dues  owing  by  said  lodge  to  the  Grand  Lodge  be 
remitted,  the  charter  be  restored,  and  that  a  Dispensation  be  granted 
the  remaining  members  of  said  lodge  to  re-organize,  and  elect  officers 
to  serve  until  the  regular  time  of  electing  officers  as  provided  by  law, 

Bi other  Samuel  H.  Glover,  from  the  Committee  on 
By-Laws,  made  the  following  report,  and  the  report  was 
received  and  concurred  in. 

REPORT  ON  BY-LAWS. 

To  Oie  M.  W.  Grand  Lixlje  of  Alabama : 

Your  Committee  on  By-Laws  beg  leave  to  report,  that  they  have 
examined  the  By-Laws  of  Albertville  Lodge  No.  430,  and  find  them  in 
accordance  with  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and 
therefore  recommend  their  approval. 

Your  Committee  have  also  examined  the  By-Laws  of  BranchviUe 
Lodge  No.  433,  and  finding  them  in  accordance  >^ith  the  constitution 
and  laws  of  the  Grand  lodge,  recommend  their  approval. 

Also,  they  have  examined  the  By-Laws  of  Andalusia  Lodge  No. 
434,  and,  with  the  exception  of  Articles  V  and  VI  which  they  recom- 
mend be  stricken  out,  they  recommend  their  approval. 
All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

SAMUEL  H.  GLOVER, 
JASPER  T.  SMITHERMAN, 
JOHN  T.  HESTER, 
JOHN  A.  FULLER, 
WILLIAM  F.  REGILL, 

Committee. 

Brother  Bobert  L.  Hallonquist,  from  the  Committee 
on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  4,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  4. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  hKhjf.  of  Alahartia  : 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  4,  have  carefuUy  ex- 
amined the  Returns  submitted  to  them,  and  find  the  following — 
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COBRECT : 

Unity No.  136    Penick No.  101 

Bethel »♦  141    Favctteville  Authentic. .     **  16:^ 

Dale\ille **  144    Sniutor **  H>6 

Fraternity *•  145    Elba '*  170 

Rodgersville "  147    C'lopton **  171 

Cold  Water **  14«    Fellowship "  172 

Mount  Jefferson *'  152  '  Andrew  Jackson   **  173 

Nixbnrgh **  154  ' 

INCORRECT  : 

Shelby  No.  140.— Initials  used,  date  A.  L.  not  tilled  out. 

Baldwin  No.  142. — Two  put  under  the  head  of  M.  M.  but  no  date 
as  to  when  they  were  ittissed  or  raisptl. 

Burleson  No.  143.— Recapitulation  not  tilled  out,  one  under  the 
head  of  M.  M.,  but  no  date  as  to  initiation,  or  passing. 

Bladon  Springs,  No.  151. — Neither  year  nor  amount  of  dues  on  the 
back,  2  affiliations  dated  after  the  end  of  the  Masonic  yeiy,  therefore 
overi)aid  $1.00,  date  A.  D.  and  A.  L.  not  tilled  out,  no  seal. 

MoNROETiLLE,  No.  153. — Tablc  of  dues  not  filled  out. 

Matsville  No.  158.— Caption  incorrectly  filled  out. 

Mount  Hope  Ng.  168.— Caption  incorrectly  filled  out. 

Davie  No.  176.— Two  years— date  A.  L.  and  A.  D.  not  tilled  out. 
Tliese  Returns  are  written  up  with  such  bad  ink  as  to  be  scarcely 
legible. 

DEsoTO\aLLE,  No.  178. — Name  not  indorsed  on  the  back. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

ROBERT  L.  HALLONQIIIST, 

AL\1S  AVHITED, 

JAMES  D.  GURGANUS, 

NIMROD  T.  UNDERWOOD, 

ROBERT  MOORE, 

Committee. 

Brother  Matthew  D.  Thomason,  from  the  Committee 
on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  8,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODf  JES  NO.  8. 

To  the  M.   W.  (iraml  hnhjc  af  AUOminn : 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lo<lj;es  No.  8,  beg  leave  to  report 
that  they  have  carefully  examined  the  Returns  submitted  to  them, 
and  find  the  follo^'ing — 
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Churit  y Xo 

Oliver*. ** 

Xftiiafiilia ** 

Johnson •* 

Ragjin '* 

PikeviUo " 

Hurtvillo ** 


331 
334 
335 
337 
341 
344 
34<) 


Heftton No.    354 


Rntlodge.  . . . 
Ploiusiint  Site 
Chandler.  . .  . 
CrciSH  riiiins  , 
Athclstan . . . 


357 
364 
367 
368 
369 


INCORRECT  : 

Blue  Eye  No.  3.':J*2. — Name  not  indorsed  on  the  buck,  caption  not 
filled  out,  dates  A.  D.  and  A.  L.  not  filled  out  ;  one  is  reported  dead, 
one  dimitted,  »ind  three  suspended  N.  P.  D.  but  no  names  are  given  ; 
seal  not  plumb. 

Georqiana  Davis  No.  338.—  Table  of  Dues  not  filled  out,  2  dimitted 
after  the  end  of  the  Masonic  year,  consequently  due  the  Grand 
Lodge  $1.00. 

Clear  Creek  No.  340. — (>aption  incorrectly  filled  out,  Lodge  dues 
put  down  at  96  cents  per  annum. 

Echo  No.  345. — Names  of  E.  A.,  F.  C,  and  M.  M.,  repeated  under 
all  3  heatls  contrary  to  instructions. 

Bienville  No.  348. — Table  of  Dues  not  filled  out. 

Ozark  No.  349.— Not  signed  by  the  W.  M. 

Wilson  Williams  No.  351.— Names  of  E.  A.,  F.  C,  andM.  M.  re- 
peated under  all  3  headings  contrary  to  instructions. 

Van  Buren  No.  355.-  Date  A.  I),  and  A.  L.  not  filled  out ;  10  mem- 
bers Busi)ended  N.  P.  D.  on  the  10th  of  November  contrarj'  to  law, 
(see  New  Digest,  p.  35-7.)  consequently  due  the  Grand  Lodge  $5  ;  no 
(late  to  1  reinstated  and  name  not  on  the  list,  therefore  due  the  G.  L. 
50  cents. 

Bariwi'R  No.  358. — Caption  not  filled  out,  and  date  A.  D.  and  A.  L. 
not  filled  out. 

ScoTTSBORO  No.  359.  —For  2  years  ;  1881  initials  and  abbreviations 
nsed  ;  1882  initials  and  abbreviations  used,  no  dates  to  Suspensions 
N.  P.  D.,  dates  A.  D.  and  A.  L.  not  filled  out. 

Houston  No.  365. — For  2  years— 1881  no  date  to  affiliations  or  re- 
jections ;  1882  no  date  to  1  rejected. 

CoTACo  No.  306.— No  date  to  1  entered,  caption  erroneously  filled 
np,  no  date  t<^>  1  rejected. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

MATTHEW  D.  THOMASON, 

Chairman. 
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Brother  Palmer  J.  Pillans,  Reporter  oq  Foreign  Cor- 
respondeoce,  made  report,  and  the  report  was  received, 
and  ordered  spread  upon  the  minutes. 

Brother  Palmer  J.  Pillans  also  offered  the  following 
in  regard  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Arizona,  and  it  was 
unanimously  adopted. 

AKLZONA  RECOGNIZED. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Ijothje  of  Alabfiiiui: 

Your  committee  on  correspondence  have  received  from  the  Grand 
Secretiiry  of  the  Gmnd  Lodge  of  Arizona,  a  notice  that  four  of  the  five 
Lodges  within  tliat  Territorj'  had  nniteil  in  forming  the  Grand  Lodge, 
to  which  the  fifth  Lodge  immediately  gave  in  its  adhesion,  thus  mak- 
ing this  Grand  Lodge  the  unanimous  wish  of  our  Brethren  ol  Arizona  ; 
therefore  — 

Be  it  HftHdretJ^  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  hails  \vith  pleas- 
ure this  evidence  of  the  spread  of  the  beautiful  t^^achings  of  masonry, 
and  fully  recognizeb  this  young  sister,  ^^-ishing  her  God-speed  in  the 

good  work. 

REPORT  ON  FINANCE. 

Brother  Daniel  Smith,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  made  report,  and  the  Beport  was  receired 
and  concurred  in.     {See  Arfpendix.) 

The  Committee  to  which  was  referred  the  resolutions 
offered  by  Brother  James  A.  Bilbro,  made  the  following 
report,  and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  BROTHER  BILBRO'S  RESOLUTIONS. 

To  the  .V.   W.  frrnml  L'ul'i^  of  Ahthnnui : 

Your  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolutions  of  Brother  .J. 
A.  Bilbro  in  regard  to  the  establishment  of  a  Mas<mie  Home  and  Col- 
lege in  this  State,  under  the  auspicis  of  this  Grand  Loilge,  unani- 
mously refoiniiH'ud  the  adoption  of  the  same. 

J.  A.  BILBRO, 
H.  CLAY  ARMSTRONG, 
WESLEY  M.  SMITH, 
JO.  H.  JOHNSON, 
THOMAS  P.  WmTBY, 
E.  N.  KRING, 
HENRY  F.  MONTCrO^EKRY, 

Committee. 
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And  then  the  report  of  the  Committee,  together  with 
the  origiiral  resolutions,  was  referred  to  a  Special  Com- 
mittee under  the  following  resolution,  which  the  Grand 
Secretary  regrets  that  he  is  unable  to  say  by  whom  it 
was  offered  : 


AS  TO  A  MASONIC  HOME  AND  COLLEGE. 

Resolved,  Tlmt  tho  rosolutions  offered  by  the  committee  appointed 
to  8uV)mit  to  the  (rrjind  Lo(lj»e  a  pluii  to  establiKh  ti  MtiHonic  Orphans 
Home,  V>e  referred  to  a  Hele(;t  committee  of  live,  with  inHtnictions  to 
perfect  some  plan  to  carry  out  the  ideas  contained  in  the  resohitions, 
and  report  to  the  next  annual  communi(!ation  of  this  Grand  Lodge, 
and  that  the  representatives  of  subordinate  Lodges  here  preHont  be 
instructed  to  present  this  matter  to  their  several  Lodges. 

And  the  Select  Committee  was  appointed  as  follows : 

SELECT  COM>nTTEE. 

Palmer  Job  Pillans,  of  Bienville  No.  348. 
Joseph  Henrj'^  Johnson,  of  Talladega  No.  261. 
Henry  Clay  Armstrong,  of  NotJisulga  No.  119. 
James  Andrew  Bilbro,  of  Tuskegee  No.  57. 
Louis  "Washington  Tari)in,  of  Newberno  No.  102. 

And  then,  after  prayer  by  the  R.  W.  and  Rev.  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to  re- 
freshment until  this  evening  at  7  o'clock. 
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*  Wednesday  Evening,  December  6, 1882. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to 
labor  at  7  o'clock,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Bufus  Wills 
Oobb,  presiding ;  the  other  Grand  Officers  at  their 
several  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  R.  W.  and  Rev.  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

Brother  Henry  Clay  Tompkins,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  death  of  Brother  Isaiah  A.  Wilson,  made  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  ordered  to  be  printed 
with  the  Proceedings.     {See  Jppendix,) 

Brother  John  Gideon  Harris  offered  the  following 
resolution,  and  it  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 

AS  TO  CENTRAL  CITY  LODOE  NO.  305. 

Hesdred,  That  all  the  buHiness  done  by  Contml  City  Lcnlge  No.  305 
at  the  Communication  held  at  the  Uall  of  Selma  Fraternal  Lodge  No. 
27,  in  April  1882,  be,  and  the  same  Ih  hereby,  legalized  and  made 
valid. 

Brother  Louis  W.  Turpin,  from  the  Committee  on 
Doings  of  Grand  Officers,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 

REPORT  ON  DOINGS  OF  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

After  examination  and  inquiry  we  tind  that  the  Grand  Officers  have 
been  active,  eamest,  and  zealonH,  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  for 
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the  past  mfisonic  year.     That  in  their  official  capacity  and  moral 
character,  they  stand  without  reproach  ;  and  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Alabama  has  just  (uiuse  to  be  proud  of  its  Grand  Officers. 
Fraternally  submitted, 

LOUIS  W.  TURPIN, 
JOIIN  S.  BLAIR, 
HORACE  W.  BOWERS, 
CHARLES  CRAWLEY, 
BENJAMIN  T.  SMITH, 

Committee. 

Brother  Bulph  T.  Armstrong,  from  tbe  Committee  on 
Propositions  and  Grievances,  made  the  following  re- 
port, and  tbe  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  PROPOSITIONS  AND  GRIEVANCES. 

To  the  M.  W,  Grand  Dxhje  of  Alabama : 

Your  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petitions — 

Of  Helicon  Lodge  No.  201  to  remove  said  Lodge  to  Arcadia  ; 

Of  Bell's  Landing  Lodge  No.  373  to  remove  said  Lodge  to  Buena 
Vista ; 

Of  Van  Buren  Lodge  No.  3o5  to  remove  said  Lodge  to  Collinnville  ; 

Have  carefully  cxamineil  the  Hame,  and  tinding  that  there  are  no 
objections,  but  that  th(ise  Lodges  wouM  be  benetitted  by  the  removal, 
recommend  that  the  petitions  be  granted. 

Fraternally  8ubmitt<Hl, 

RALPH  T.  ARMSTRONG, 

Chairman. 

Brother  Thaddeus  C.  Willingham,  from  the  Commit- 
tee i^o.  2,  on  Lodges  under  Dispensation,  made  the  fol- 
lowing report,  and  the  report  was  received  and  con- 
curred in. 

REPORT  ON  DISPENSATIONS  NO.  2. 

To  tJie  3f.  W.  Grand  Ijtnhje  of  Alaltama : 

Your  Committee  on  Dispensations  No.  2  beg  leave  to  report,  that 
they  have  examined  the  minutes  of  Andalusia  Lodge  No.  434,  and 
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find  them  neatly  and  correctly  kept,  and  recommend  that  a  charter 
be  granted. 
FraternaUy,  THADDEUS  C.  WILLINGHAM, 

Chairman. 

Brother  James  Scarboroagh,  from  the  Committee  on 
DispeDsations  No.  1,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  apd  concurred  in. 

REPORT  ON  DISPENSATIONS  NO.  1. 

To  ihe  M.  W.  Grand  Tjuhje  of  Alafjama : 

Your  Committee  on  Dispensations  No.  1,  beg  leave  to  report,  that 
they  have  examined  the  books  and  papers  of  Albertville  Lodge  No. 
430,  and  finding  them  properly  kept,  beg  leave  to  recommend  a 
charter. 

Fraternally  submitted,  JAMES  SCARBOROUGH. 

Chairman. 

Brother offered  the  following,  and 

the  preamble   was  concurred  in,  and  the  resolntion 
adopted. 

REINSTATING  ASHLANT)  LODGE  NO.  356. 

Whereas,  Ashland  Lodge  No.  356  has  forfeited  its  Charter  for  non- 
representation  and  non-payment  of  dnes  for  several  years  ;  and  many 
of  the  members  of  said  lodge,  which  is  located  in  Ashland,  the  Connty 
site  of  Clay  County,  are  anxious  to  revive  the  said  lodge,  therefore  be 
it- 

Resoive<l,  That  they  be  allowed  sixty  days  in  which  to  pay  one  year's 
dues  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  then  the  said  lodge  shidl  be  reinstated, 
and  be  allowed  to  elect  officers,  and  resume  work. 

Brother  Thomas  H.  Amberson  offered  the  following 
resolution,  and  it  was  adopted. 

AS  TO  HELION  LODGE  NO.  1. 

liestJretl,  That  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  be  requested  to  investigate 
the  returns  of  H«*lion  Lo<lge  No.  1,  and  if  he  ascertains  that  said 
Lodge  did  Enter  and  Pass  a  candidate  for  the  Degrees  upon  the  same 
day,  as  n^ported  in  the  returns  to  this  Grand  Lodge,  he  is  hereby  re- 
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queBted  to  cause  a  citation  to  be  issued  upon  said  Lodge,  to  show 
cause  at  the  next  annual  communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  why  its 
Charter  should  not  be  forfeited. 

Brother  Grand  Secretary  ofiFered  the  following  reso- 
lution, and  it  was  adopted. 

AS  TO  BRANCHVILLE  LODGE  NO.  433. 

Resolvedy  That  the  Disppnsation  of  Branch ville  Lodge  No.  433  be 
continued  until  the  next  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Brother  Thomas  J.  Tajlor  oflfered  the  following,  and 
it  was  adopted. 

Whereas f  An  a})peal  was  taken  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  in 
the  case  of  Helion  Lodge  No.  1,  a}:;ainst  Brother  L.  W.  Teat ;  and  Hel- 
ion  Lodge  having  fiuled  to  send  up  the  papers  in  said  case,  therefore 

Resoli.'edy  That  the  Secretary  of  Helion  Lodge  No.  1,  be  instructed 
to  send  the  papers  in  said  case  to  the  Grand  Secretary  before  the  next 
Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Brother  Joseph  H.  Johnson,  Chairman  of  Committee 
on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

REPORT  ON  MASONIC  JURISPRUDENCE. 

To  the  M.  \V.  iirnnd  Lo<hje  of  Aktlxima  : 

Your  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following  as  their  report  on  the  several  matters  referred  to  them  : 

1st.  The  Decisions  contained  in  the  Grand  Master's  address  : — 

We  have  carefully  examined  these  decisions,  numbered  1  to  14  in- 
clusive, and  tind  them  in  accordance  with  Masonic  Law  as  held  in 
this  Jurisdiction. 

2nd.  As  to  a  resolution,  prepared  by  Brother  Pope  of  Ben  Pope 
Lodge  No.  383,  which  is  as  follows— to-'wit  : 

**  Hesdval,  That  Ben  Pope  Lodge  No.  383  be  authorized  to  grant  a 
Dimit  to  the  present  Senior  Warden,  and  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  said 
office  by  election  at  the  next  Regular  Communication  of  said  Lodge." 

Your  Committee  will  state  that  in  their  opinion,  neither  of  the  first 
three  ofl&cerfc  of  a  Lodge  can  resign  or  be  dimitted,  but  if  a  Warden 
moves  without  the  jurisdiction  of  his  Lodge,  the  Grand  Lodge,  or  the 
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Grand  Master,  when  the  Grand  Lodge  Ls  not  in  session,  may  grant  a 
Dispensation,  authorizing  the  Lodge  to  elect  a  Warden  to  till  the 
vacancy. 

3rd.  The  Regular  stated  Communication  of  Central  City  Lodge  5^. 
305,  on  the  12th  of  April,  1882,  was  held  in  the  Hall  of  Selma  Frater- 
nal Lodge  No.  27,  in  the  same  city,  and  not  in  its  ovra  Lodge  room, 
which  on  that  occasion  was  occupied  by  another  Order.  At  said 
meeting  of  the  Lodge,  a  point  of  order  was  raised  by  Brother  W.  T. 
Atkins,  a  member  of  the  Lodge— to-wit  : 

"That  any  Regular  business  transacted  by  the  Lodge,  at  that  com- 
munication, would  be  illegal,  unless  the  W.  M.  could  show  that  each 
and  every  Member  of  the  Lodge  had  been  notified,  of  the  change  of 
the  place  of  meeting,  and  had  given  his  consent." 

Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  point  of  Order  was 
well  taken  ;  certainly  every  member  of  the  Lodge  should  have  been 
notified  of  the  proposed  change  in  the  place  of  meeting  ;  and  it  fol- 
lows that  any  business  transacted  at  that  meeting  was  illegal.  As  to 
whether  the  consent  of  the  brethren  was  necessary,  your  committee 
does  not  express  an  opinion. 

JOSEPH  H.  JOHNSON, 

Chairman  of  Committee. 

And  then  the  Grand  Lodge  proceeded  to  the  election 
of  Grand  Officers  for  the  ensuing  Masonic  year,  Broth- 
ers William  T.  Atkins  and  William  A.  O'Hara  acting  as 
Tellers,  and  the  election  resulted  as  follows  : 

ELECTION  OF  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

Rurus  Wills  Cobb Helena Orand  Master. 

John  Hollis  Bankhead Wetumpka. .  .Deputy  Grand  Master. 

John  Gideon  Harris Livingston. .  .Senior  Grand  Warden. 

Myles  Jei'ferson  Greene Talladega Junior  Grand  Warden. 

William  Henry  Dinoley Montgjimery.  .Gmnd  Treasurer. 

Daniel  Sayre Moutgouieiy .  .Grand  Sofretarj'. 

James  Davidson Montgomery. .Grand  Tiler. 

SILVER  SERVICE  PRESENTED. 

And  then  at  8}  o'clock  the  Silver  Service  Set,  hereto- 
fore voted  to  P.  G.  M.  Henry  Claj  Tompkins,  was  pre- 
sented in  fitting  terms  by  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  and 
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received  iu  behalf  of  the  donee  by  P.  G.  M.  Henry  Clay 
Armstrong.  Brilliant  and  eflfective  speeches  were  de- 
livered on  the  interesting  occasion,  but  the  Grand  Sec- 
retary has  to  regret  that  up  to  the  time  of  going  to 
press  he  has  been  uuable  to  procure  copies  of  them. 

INSTALLATION  OF  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

Brother  Henry  Clay  Armstrong,  P.  G.  M.,  installed 
the  newly  elected  and  appointed  Grand  Officers,  who 
were  presented  by  the  Grand  Marshal,  Brother  Wil- 
liam T.  Atkins. 

REPORT  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

Brother  William  S.  Foster,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Leave  of  Absence,  made  report,  and  the  re- 
port was  received  and  ordered  to  be  filed. 

The  following  were  announced  by  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Master  as  the  appointed  Grand  Officers  and  Standing 
Committees  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

GRAND  OFFICERS. 

Rev.  Willitim  Carey  Bledsoe ....  La  Fayette  ....  Grand  Chaplain. 

William  Theodore  Atkins Seliua Grand  Marshal. 

James  Tail  Beck Camden Grand  Senior  Deacon. 

Benjamin  Franldin  "Wilson Columbiana.  ...Grand  Junior  Deacon. 

John  William  Martin Montgomery' .  ..Grand  Steward. 

Charles  Alexander  Allen Montgomery'.  ..Grand  Steward. 

FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE. 
Palmer  Job  Pillans Mobile. 

SUSPENSIONS,  EXPULSIONS,  AND  APPEALS. 

William  Y.  Titcomb Cokerville. 

William  B.  Jackson McKinley. 

Wiley  W.  Blood  worth Loachapoka. 

James  Conner  Jr Bladon  Springs. 

John  M.  Clark Mount  Hope. 
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Joseph  Henr\-  JohnHon,  M.  D Talladega. 

Palmer  Job  PillanH Mobile. 

Henry  Clay  Armstrong Montgomery. 

Henr}'  Clay  Tompkins Montgomerj'. 

George  D.  Norris,  ^L  D Now  Market. 

WORK. 

MyleH  J.  Greene,  M.  D TalLidc-ga. 

James  M.  Brandidge Decatur. 

James  A.  Wood,  M.  D Ple;i8jint  Hill, 

Robert  J.  Redden Moscow. 

Angus  M.  Scott Ozark. 

MINUTES  READ. 

There  being  no  farther  business  to  be  brought  before 
the  Grand  Lodge  at  this  Grand  Annual  Communica- 
tion, the  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

CLOSED. 

And  then,  after  solemn  prayer  to  the  Throne  of 
Grace  by  the  R.  W.  and  Rev.  Grand  Chaplain,  the 
Sixtv-second  Annual  Grand  Communication  of  the  Most 
Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  of  Alabama  and  its  Masonic  Jurisdiction  was 
closed  in  Ample  Form  ;  and  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master's 
Gavel  fell  at  10  o'clock  and  12  minutes. 

DANIEL  SATRE, 

Grand  Secretary. 
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GRAND  SECRETARY'S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


M.  W.  Gkand  Loi>(*e  of  AijAbama, 

In  Account  with  DANIEL  8AYKE, 

Grand  Secretary. 

1881  CR. 

Dec.     6.     By  Dues  at  thin  Grand  Commnnication.  $    3,518  00 

7.  Amount  received  for  CharterH 105  00 

Bel^Toen  No.  428 

Milo  Abercronibio  No.  429 

Steels  Station  No.  432 

14.     By  amount  of  Contingent  Fund 900  00 

1882  DIRPEKSATIONS. 

Jan.     13.     By  Branchville  No.  433 $    35  00 

May    25.  Andalusia  No.  434 35  00—       70  00 

1882.  BACK  DUES. 

Deo.    18.    By  Mount  Eagle  No.  ia5 1150 

27.  Fellowship  No.  172 21  00 

1882 

Jan.      9.  Burleson  No.  143 10  00 

May      9.  Fredonia  No.  79 9  00 

31.  HoUy  Grove  No.  323 19  00 

June  22.  HeUcon  No.  201 25  00 

Sept.     2.  Bladon  Springs  No.  151 11  00—     106  50 

July    31.    By  amount  from  Grand  Treasurer 150  00 

By  individual  members  for  certificates  76  00* 

By  22  Constitution  and  Digests  sold. .  11  00 

$4,936  60 

(4) 
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By  amount  bronght  oyer $4,936  SO 

1881  DR.. 

Dec.    U.     To  paid  Grand  Treasurer 3, 518  00 

"             "        for  charters.  105  00 

BelgreenNo.  428 

Milo  Abercrombie  No.  429 .... 

Steels  Station  No.  432 

1882.     To  postage 109  50 

Barrett  iS:  Brown 1,023  50 

Engelliardt 12  90 

Joel  White 20  40 

Joseph  &  Anderson  for  coal 7  00 

J.  H.  Walker  for  paper 3  50 

James  P.  Armstrong  for  printing ....  1  00 

Gas 16  85 

Water 5  00 

Express 1  75 

G.  £.  Wallin,  portrait  Grand  Master.  36  75 

White-washing  Grand  Lodge  Hall ....  30  00 

Eberhard  Faber 1  25 

Negro  labor  about  office 23  75 

NoT;    30.      Amount  paid  Grand  Treasurer 20  35  -$4,936  50 

MoNTOOMEBT,  November  30,  1882. 

DANIEL  SAYRE, 

Grand  Secretary. 
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'GRAND  TREASURER'S  A^NUAL  REPORT. 


William  H.  Dinoley,  Grand  Treasurer, 

In  accoutU  wUh  the  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA. 

1881.  DR. 

Dec.        5.     To  balance  on  hand 373  37 

**  received  from  Grand  Secretary .. .  3,518  00 

1882. 
Nov.      30.      "  received  from  Grand  Secretary. . .       20  35-$3,911  72 

1881.  CR. 

Dec.        7.     By  Com.  on  Corres.,  O.  S.  Beers.  .1  200  00 

"     "       on  Work,    J.  A.  Wood.  .2  27  00 

"     "              **         M.  J.  Greene.  3  30  00 

"    "              "         R.  J.   Redden  3i  55  00 

**  Grand  Chaplain 4  2500 

"     "         Steward,  A.  R.  Baker. .  4i  161  70 

"    "             "          J.  W.  Martin.  5  50  00 

"  Com.  on  Appeals 5J  26  00 

"  Grand  Tiler 6  100  00 

**  Com.  on  Work,  J.  M.  Brundidge  7  65  00 

**  Grand  Secretary 8    1,000  00 

**  Grand  Treasurer 9  150  00 

**  Rent— M.  P.  LeGrand 10  800  00 

1882 

**  Contingent  Fund 11       900  00 

July      31.      "  Printing  Constitution  &  Dige8tl2       150  00 

Dec.        2.      "C.L.Ruth 13       100  0a-$3,83%  70 

"  4.      "  Balance  on  hand 73  02 

$3,911  72 
MoNTooMEBT,  Ala.  Dcc.  4,  1882. 

Wm.  H.  DINGLEY, 

Grand  Treasnrer. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  TRUSTEES  OP  PERMA- 
NENT TRUST  FUND. 


Tbusteeh  of  the  Pbbmanext  Tbust  Fund, 

Jn  account  with  the  URAXD  LODGE  OF  ALABAyfA, 

1881.                                          DR. 
Dec.        5.     To  btdance $  149  15 

14.    Received  from  (irand  Secretary 105  00 

Interest  on  $2,100  Ala.  State  BondH 63  00 

"        "  $5,100  U.  S.  4  pr.  ct  Bonds.  204  00 

«'        «*  $1,000      "     U     **  **     .  45  00-$566  15 


1882.  CR. 

Nov.        25.    By  paid  for  $500  Ala.  State  Bond 425  00 

Dec.  4.      "    Balance  on  hand 141  15-$566  15 


REPORT  ON  FINANCE. 


To   the  M.  W.  Grand  Lo*Jge  of  AUtbama : 

Yonr  Committee  on  Finance  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have 
carefully  examined  the  financial  reports  of  the  R.  W.  Grand  Secre- 
targ^  and  the  R.  W.  Grand  Treasurer,  and  find  them  correct. 

From  the  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary's  report  we  find  that  he  received 
at  your  last  Annual  Communication — 

Dues $  3,518  00 

Three  charters— to  go  to  Trust  Fund 105  00 

Contingent  Fund  appropriation 900  00 

For  2  Dispensations— for  Trust  Fund 70  00 

«*    Back  Dues 106  50 

"    Certificates  to  members  of  dead  lodges 76  00 

From  Grand  Treasurer 150  00 

**    sales  of  New  Digests 11  00 

Carried  forward $4,936  60 
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Amonnt  brought  forward $4,936  50 

Which  ho  has  paid  out  as  follows  : 

To  Grand  Treasurer $3,518  00 

105  00 

"        "  "        20  35 

For  ordinary  Grand  Lodge  Expenses 1,293  15-$4,936  50 

The  R.   W.  Gmnd  Treasurer  had  on  hand 

Dec.  5,  1881 $   373  37 

Since  then  received  from  Grand  Secretary 3,538  35 

Making  a  total  of $3,911  72 

Of  this  he  has  paid  out  on  proper  vouchers 3,838  70-$      73  02 

Leaving  on  hand  a  balance  of $  73  02 

Add  to  this  estimated  receipts  of  1882-3 4,000  00 

Back  Dues 106  00 

Charters,  &c 100  00 

Making  a  total  of $4,279  02 

Of  this  amount  your  Committee  recommend  the 
following  appropriations  : — to  defray  current 
expenses. 

Salary  of  Grand  Secretary  for  last  year $1,000  00 

"        "      "      Treasurer        **        "  150  00 

"        "      "      Tilcrfor  this  communication...  100  00 

"        "      "      Stewards,  each  $50 100  00 

Committee  on  Correspondence 200  00 

Grand  Chaplain 25  00 

Chainuan  of  Com.  on  Sus.  Ex.  and  Appeals 25  00 

Kent  of  Grand  Lodge  Hall 800  00 

Grand  Secretary  for  Contingent 900  00 

"      Master  for  Contingent  Expenses 200  00 

Committee  on  Work  about 200  00 

Incidentals  about  Grand  Lodge  this  Grand  Com. .  50  00 
Permanent  Trust  Fund  as  receipts  for  Charters 

and  Dispensations 175  00 

Leaving  a  probable  balance  of 354  02-$4,279  02 


Your  Committee  would  also  recommend  that  the  Grand  Secretary 
be  instructed  to  expend  $50  of  the  above  amount  in  repairing  the 
chairs  belonging  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  or  so  much  as  may  be  necessary 
to  put  them  in  repair. 
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PEBMANENT  TBUST  FUND. 

Your  Ck>mmittee  have  also  examined  the  annoal  report  of  the  Trufr- 
teee  of  your  Permanent  Trust  Fund,  by  which  they  find  that  at  date 

of  last  report  they  hand  an  unexpended  balance  of $  149  15 

Amount  since  received  from  Grand  Secretary 105  00 

And  earnings  of  interest 312  00 

Making  together $566  15 

Paid  out  for  $500  Alabama  Bond 425  00 


$141  15 

PRESENT  CONDITION  OF  PERMANENT  TRUST  FUND. 

$5,100  in  U.  S.  4  per  cent.  Bonds — present  value $5,067  00 

$1,000  in  "  "  4i  "      **        "  "  "     1,135  00 

$7,102  00 

$2,600  in  Alabama,  Class  A 2,084  00 

Cash  in  hands  of  Trustees $141  15 

Appropriated  by  report  of  Committee  on  Finance, 

as  receipts  for  charters  and  dispensations 175  00     316  15 

Interest  due  January  1, 1883 90  00 


$9,592  15 


Our  estimate  of  present  value  of  bonds  is  based  on  last  year's  esti- 
mate, supposing  their  value  had  not  materially  changed  since  that 
estimate  was  made. 
Fraternally  submitted. 

DANIEL  SMITH, 
NICHOLAS  STALLWORTH, 
WILLIAM  T.  ATKINS, 
JOHN  M.  DOYLE, 
THOMAS  J.  TAYLOR, 

Committee. 


REPORT  ON  CORRESPONDENCE. 


INTRODUCTION. 


The  WTiter  hereof  having  been  requested  to  finish  the  report  whioh 
it  was  presumed  onr  lamented  Bro.  Beers,  late  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee, hatl  nearly  completed  before  his  death,  which  occurred  only 
sixteen  days  before  the  assembling  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  upon  inquiry 
was  unable  to  find  that  anything  had  been  written,  but  as  the  M.  W. 
Grand  Master  still  requested  that  a  report  should  be  made,  he  re- 
luctantly undertook  to  prepare  a  hasty  report  to  be  published  with  the 
proceedings.  He  approaches  this  labor  with  great  apprehension,  not 
only  because  of  the  very  large  number  of  proceedings  to  be  examined 
and  the  thousands  of  pages  to  be  perused,  but  also  because  it  is  al- 
ways difficult  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  another  who  had  reflected 
credit  upon  the  reportorial  corps,  and  be  at  all  satisfied  with  one's 
work.  Trusting,  however,  to  the  generosity  of  the  guild  towards  a 
fledgeling  he  vnH  undertake  the  task,  promising  to  do  the  best  he  can 
with  the  time  at  his  disposal. 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA.. 

The  Tenth  Annual  Communication  was  held  18th  June,  1881,  M. 
W.  Grand  Master  Eli  Harrison  Sr.,  presiding.  Representatives  from 
6  Lodges  were  present. 

The  total  number  of  Lodges  is  G  ;  membership,  287  ;  loss  during  the 
year,  19. 

There  is  no  address  we  have  read  with  more  pleasure  than  that  of 
our  distinguished  Bro.  Harrison.  We  extract  as  below  to  show  to  the 
brethren  of  Alabama  that  the  universality  of  freemasonry  is  not  a 
myth.     When  speaking  of  foreign  relations,  he  says  : 

But  there  is  a  short  report  from  Brother  Mackintosh  Balfour,  Grand 
Master  of  all  India,  in  the  (luarterly  communication  for  August,  1880, 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland,  worthy  of  especial  notice,  and  I  have 
taken  the  liberty  of  making  the  following  extract :  (in  addressing  the 
Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  of  Scotland,  Brother  Balfour  said),  "I 
i^m  sure  it  would  f^fford  you,  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Sir,  very  great 
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satisfaction  to  be  present  at  a  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  all  In- 
dia. You  would  there  meet,  not  only  the  Pareees,  whose  national 
costumes  have  not  unfrequently  been  seen  in  this  hall,  but  Musael- 
men  of  both  sects,  Hindoos,  Jews,  Arabs,  Portuguese,  Indoo-Euro- 
peans  and  Europeans,  and  yon  will  fully  appreciate  the  intelligent  in- 
terest which  they  all  take  in  the  work  of  the  Lodge."  Brethren,  I 
look  upon  these  principles  and  practices  as  the  true  ground  work  of 
our  ancient  institution,  and  hope  they  will  forever  be  held  sacred  in 
this,  our  beloved  Order,  and  that  we  may  always  tolerate  the  good  and 
npright  of  every  creed. 

We  quote  from  another  part  of  the  address  commending  it  to  the 
careful  consideration  of  our  brethren,  hoping  that  the  sentiments 
therein  expressed  may  sink  deep  into  their  hearts  and  bring  forth 
fruit : 

Chabtty. — Let  me  call  your  attention  again  to  this  heavenly  virtue 
and  Masonic  duty.  Every  member  of  our  Order  is  expected  to  inter- 
est himself  in  works  of  charity  <ind  benevolence,  not  only  by  assisting 
the  officers  that  are  api)ointod  to  this  especial  duty,  but  by  taking 
each  interest  in  carrying  out  the  noble  principles  of  our  institution, 
that  shall  bring  joy  to  the  sorrowful,  comfort  to  ^he  wretched,  relief 
to  the  destitute,  and  consolation  to  those  that  are  in  trouble.  This 
duty  is  imperative  on  everj'  member.  Although  he  may  not  reside  in 
the  vicinity  of  a  Lodge,  and  may  not  be  a  Past  Master  or  Grand 
Lodge  Officer,  it  does  not  relieve  him  from  this  sacred  duty,  but 
should  stimulate  such  Brethren  to  be  ever  ready  and  willing  to  fulfill 
this  important  obligation,  for  by  neglecting  the  true  and  worthy  in 
the  hour  of  need,  you  are  violating  the  most  vital  principles  that  you 
have  solemnly  j)lcdged  to  perform. 

Bro.  Coote  M.  Chambers  was  elected  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  and  Bro. 
Edgar  Crow  Baker  re-elected  Grand  Secretary'. 

The  Committee  on  Corresi)ondence  only  acknowledged  the  receipt 
of  the  sevend  proceedings  and  made  their  l)ow.  There  was,  however, 
a  most  excellent  Masonic  sermon  presented  ^ith  the  proceedings. 

CALIFORNLV 

Held  her  Thirty-second  Annual  Communication  on  the  eleventh 
day  of  October,  1881,  under  the  direction  of  M.  W.  Samuel  Crawford 
Denson,  Grand  Master,  and  vrith  representatives  from  07  chartered 
Lodges  present. 

The  returns  show  a  membershii>  of  12,597,  and  a  gain  during  the 
year  of  277. 

We  heartily  indorse  the  views  of  the  M.  W.  as  expressed  below. 
We  have  never  but  once  kno^Ti  of  such  a  tender,  and  it  was  then  re- 
jected : 

In  my  judgment  when  a  brother  is  so  indifferent  to  Masonry  as  to 
refuse  to  pay  the  small  amount  ref^uircnl  for  dues,  having  the 
ability  to  pay,  and  is  suspended,  and  while  under  suspension,  is  about 
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to  die,  it  looks  like  fraud  and  deception  for  any  interested  person — 
particularly  one  not  a  Mason— to  volunteer  the  payment  of  the  small 
amount  requisite  to  restore  the  suspended  brother,  for  the  manifest 
purpose  of  imposing  upon  the  Lod^o  the  burden  of  burj'ing  him  and 
taking  care  of  his  family.  IMusonry  is  not  an  insurance  society,  and 
ever>'  Mason  renounces  seltish  motives  prior  to  entering  our  portals  ; 
but  there  seems  to  be  some  tendency  toward  a  degeneracy  of  motive, 
and  many  appear  to  think  entirely  too  much  of  what  can  be  gained 
out  of  Masonry.  No  man  is  bound  to  submit  to  what  he  knows  to  be 
a  fraud  ;  why  then  should  a  Lodge  ?  I  would  not  lightly  impugn  the 
motives  of  any  one,  but  if  I  knew  that  the  relative  of  a  suspended 
Mason,  in  volunteering  to  pay  up  his  dues,  had  only  selfish  and  pecu^ 
niarj"  purposes  in  view,  I  sliould  certainly  decline  to  receive  the  pay- 
ment ;  for  the  knowledge  of  the  unworthy  motive  would  rebut  all  pre- 
sumptions of  acquiescence  on  the  part  of  the  susi)ended  brother. 

Brethren,  we  beg  you  to  note  what  he  says  as  to  the  qualificationB 
of  one  seeking  entrance  to  the  Fraternity,  and  be  you  guided  thereby  ; 

Greater  care  should  be  taken  in  the  selection  and  admission  of  ma- 
terial into  our  social  structure.  No  man  who  is  not  of  sucli  character 
and  standing  that  his  name  means  honesty,  integrity,  and  broad- 
minded  benevolence  toward  his  race,  should  ever  be  encouraged  to 
send  his  petition  to  a  Lodge  ;  and  when  the  petition  is  presented  the 
candidate  should  receive  the  most  searching  investigation,  and  be 
promptly  rejected  if  any  doubt  exists  as  to  his  fitness  for  member- 
ship. To  be  a  Mason  signifies  much,  it  is  true,  but  it  should  signify 
much  more.  The  fact  that  a  man  is  a  Mason  ought  to  be  a  guarantee, 
not  alone  to  the  fraternity,  but  to  all  the  worhl,  that  he  is  a  man  of 
honesty,  integrity,  liberality,-  and  moral  character.  In  fact,  it  may  be 
assumed  that  as  a  general  rule  such  is  the  fact ;  but  unfortunately 
there  are  too  many  excej)tions.  Every  member  of  the  craft  who  fails 
short  of  what  a  Mason  shouhl  be,  detracts  in  the  same  degree  from  the 
average  estimation  in  which  we  are  held  by  the  world  and  by  each 
other.  Masonry  has  never  been,  and  was  never  calculated  to  be,  a 
pojnilar  society.  The  very  first  declaration  made  by  every  candidate 
for  the  fraternity  with  us  clearly  admonishes  him  of  this  fact.  All 
selfishness  and  mercenary  motives  must  be  rencmnced  before  even  our 
outer  door  can  be  entered,  and  these  are  the  life-giving  principles  of 
most  of  the  modem  popular  societies. 

Far  be  it  from  me  Uj  utter  one  word  in  disparagement  of  any  other 
society.  They  are,  so  far  as  I  know,  all  organized  upon  good  princi- 
ples, and  charged  with  important  missions,  and  are  the  promoters  of 
much  good.  Those  societies  are  not  in  the  way  of  ours,  are  not  our 
rivals  or  our  enemies,  and  ^\^ll  aid  rather  than  injure  us.  Let  them 
increase  and  prosper,  and  enjoy  their  popularity  and  strength  of  num- 
bers ;  but  let  us  sail  according  to  our  ancient  chart,  and  nuiintain  our 
exclusiveness,  and  high  code  of  morals,  assumed  when  time  was 
young,  and  our  traditional  practice  of  disinterested  and  voluntary 
charity.  Let  us  be  distinguished  by  the  average  high  moral  character 
and  intelligence  of  our  meud)ers,  rather  than  by  our  numerical 
strapgth.  Let  us  see  to  it  that  every  Mason  is  a  man  of  good  natural 
sense,  of  good,  clean,  everyday  character,  honost,  truthful  and  sober, 
and  not  addicted  to  any  habits  or  vices  unbecoming  a  gentleman.  We 
<;annot  hope  to  elevate  practical  or  real  Freemasonry  to  the  standard 
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of  the  ideal,  but  by  constant  watchfulness  we  may  bo  able  to  maintain 
in  the  practical  a  strong  resemblance  to  the  ideal. 

And  in  this  connection  we  quote  the  remarks  of  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  Grand  Master's  address  on  this  subject : 

The  sentiment  expressed  by  the  Grand  Master  in  reference  to  the 
"injudicious  frequency"  with  which  encomiums  upon  the  excellence 
of  our  tenets  are  pronounced,  meets  with  our  hearty  concurrence. 
By  our  actions,  the  proper  and  peculiar  fruit  of  noble  principles, 
should  we  be  known  to  the  world  of  **  profanes."  AVhilst  we  cannot 
cultivate  too  great  a  regard  in  our  own  hearts  and  minds  for  the  ex- 
alted teachings  of  our  Fraternity,  nor  too  great  an  appreciation  and 
love  of  the  sublime  virtues — Faith,  Hope,  Charity — which  form  the 
very  substratum  of  our  institution,  we  should  be  equally  \'igilant  to 
see  that  the  material  of  our  Lodges  should  be  ashlars  as  susceptible 
of  being  made  as  nearly  perfect  as  it  is  possible  for  frail  humanity  to 
be  ;  and  that  that  material  should  be  of  **good  men  and  true,"  in  all 
particulars.  To  this  portion  of  the  Grand  Master's  address,  your 
committee,  and,  we  doubt  not  this  vast  concourse  of  Masters  in  Ma- 
sonry, respond  with  a  hearty  **  So  mote  it  be." 

We  append  a  portion  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Returns, 
that  our  brethren  here  may  see  how  the  fraternity  is  doing  in  this 
State  where  Masonrj'  is  so  active  in  its  benefactions  and  efforts  for 
the  ameUoration  of  the  lot  of  unfortunates  : 

Your  committee  present  the  following  statement,  shoeing  the  com- 
parative membership  of  the  Lodges  now  in  existence  : 

Of  those  having  two  hundred  members,  or  more,  there  are^iif,  viz.: 
Nos.  1,  22,  44,  13(5,  and  188. 

Of  those  having  one  hundred  and  fifty,  and  less  than  two  hundred, 
there  are  /rmr,  viz. :    Nos.  30,  120,  144,  and  109. 

Of  those  having  one  hundred,  and  less  than  one  hundred  and  fifty, 
there  are  fifteen,  viz.:    Nos.  10,  13,  17,  23,  38,  40,  57,  58,  61,  68,  111, 

139,  1(U),  2(>2,  and  216. 

Of  those  ha\ing  seventy-five,  and  less  than  one  hundred,  there  are 
Umdy-itne,  viz.:  Nos.  3,  8,  9,  12,  21,  27,  35,  39,  42,  77,  79,  84,  87,  103, 
110,  123,  127,  151,  156,  229,  and  252. 

Of  those  ha\ing  fiftv,  and  less  than  seventv-five,  there  are  finiy- 
vme,  viz.:  Nos.  2,  5,  19,  20,  26,  41,  55,  59,  fW,  (W>,  70,  80,  93,  9o,  99, 
101,  102,  112,  117,  122,  124,  126,  128,  131,  142,  146,  149,  167,  177,  178, 
179,  180,  187,  193,  199,  2(K),  201,  204,  206,  209,  210,  211,  214,  219,  220, 
221,  244,  2(50,  and  7')wo/j,  U.  D. 

Of  those  having  thirtv,  and  loss  than  fiftv,  there  are  eifjhty,  viz. : 
Nos.  14,  1(5,  18,  24,  25,  28,  32,  33,  34,  37,  43,  45,  46,  47,  50,  51,  56,  64, 
65,  78,  a3,  8<5,  89,  91,  92,  9(5,  98,  104,  106,  113,  121,  129,  132,  134,  135, 

140,  -    -  

1\ 

2:V2, 

«Sr>/</m'»/»,  U.  D. 

Of  those  having  twontv,  and  less  than  thirtv,  there  are  ffi'niy-tiro^ 
viz.:  Nos.  31,  62,  71,  715,*  81,  85,  ^,  97,  KM),  ins,  119,  141,  173,  l|74, 
1«2,  185,  189,  196,  217,  226,  230,  233,  236,  238,  243,  246,  248,  249,  250, 
256,  258,  and  hnnixtc,  U.  D. 
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Of  those  having  fifteen,  and  less  than  twenty,  there  are  eight,  viz. : 
Nob.  133,  160,  161,  194,  203,  213,  251,  and  261. 

Of  those  having  less  than  fifteen,  there  are  tioOy  viz. :  Nos.  114  and 
230. 

In  conclusion,  your  couimittee  report  that,  in  the  course  of  their 
examination,  they  find  that  the  following  eleven  Lodges  have  conferred 
but  two  degrees  each  during  the  year,  viz.  Nos.  85,  126,  150,  173, 
206,  208,  209,  211,  213,  226,  and  243  : 

That  the  following  twelve  Lodges  have  conferred  but  one  degree  each 
during  the  year,  viz. :  Nos.  16,  18,  28,  37,  50,  100,  151,  184,  186,  190, 
236,  and  251  : 

That  the  following  foriy-.tix  Lodges  have  conferred  no  degrees  dur- 
ing the  year,  viz.:  Nos.  2,  3,  25,  26,  31,  34,  4:^,  51,  68,  71,  76,  80,  83, 
88,  104,  108,  114,  124,  128,  133,  140,  141,  143,  160,  161,  164,  167,  180, 
182,  183,  187,  189,  195,  198,  199,  203,  217,  220,  227,  230,  233,  239,  241, 
246,  249,  and  253  : 

That  the  following  eighteen  Lodges  have  conferred  no  degrees  dur- 
ing 6co  years  past,  viz.:  Nos.  25,  31,  51,  88,  114,  124,  128,  133,  160, 
161,  182,  187,  195,  217,  220,  233,  241,  and  246  :  and 

That  the  following  three  Lodges  have  not  conferred  a  degree  during 
the  last  tJiree  years,  viz. :    Nos.  114,  160,  and  187. 

Below  we  give  the  report  of  the  Committee  appointed  at  the  last 
Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  prepare  a  plan  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Home.  Would  that  every  juris- 
diction would  make  efforts  to  the  same  end,  and  if  the  various  indi- 
vidual members  would  determine  to  contribute  annually  even  a  small 
flum,  say  $5  each  to  this  end,  the  8,000  Masons  in  Alabama  would 
thus  furnish  $40,000  annually,  which,  in  12  years  would,  without  in- 
terest, reach  near  500,000.  But  this  will  require  that  there  be  no 
flagging,  no  fainting  by  the  wayside,  no  gratifying  self  at  the  expense 
of  Masonry,  but  a  continuous,  persistent  determination  to  accomplish 
the  desired  result.  And  how  many  are  there  among  us  who  cannot 
give  this  small  sum,  less  than  one  and  a  half  cents  per  day.  Think  of 
this  my  brethren,  and  though  we  may  have  to  make  haste  slowly,  yet 
let  us  determine  to  accomplish  the  end  as  our  California  brethren 
have  determined,  and  if  we  are  'willing  and  persist  it  will  be  effected, 
and  we  may  while  pointing  to  their  magnificent  monument  of  the 
generosity,  liberality,  and  charity  of  Mtisons  exclaim  with  the  poet  of 
old,  exegi  monumeyihim  perennius  opre  .* 

At  the  last  Annual  Communication  the  following  resolutions  were 
offered  by  the  then  Deputy  Grand  Master  and  were  adopted  : 

Resolv^y  That  this  Grand  Lodge  'will,  as  soon  as  practicable,  estab- 
lish some  comprehensive  and  efficient  institution  for  the  relief  and 
support  of  widows  and  orphans  of  deceased  Master  Masons. 

liesolvefl,  That  a  special  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  investi- 
gate this  subject,  with  instructions  to  report  at  the  next  Annual  Com- 
munication a  plan  for  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  such  an 
institution  under  the  auspices  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

In  pursuance  of  the  last  resolution,  the  Grand  Master  appointed, 'as 
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such  committee,  Bros.  N.  Greene  Curtis,  George  C.  Perkins,  and  Wil- 
liam H.  Hill.  That  coramitt^^e  have  (^ven  to  this  importaut  subject 
such  careful  consideration  as  was  in  their  power,  and  they  now  sub- 
mit the  follo^^-in^  : 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  instructions  were  positive  that  some  plan 
should  be  proposed  for  the  establishment  of  a  Home,  and  the  com- 
mittee have  complied  there\nith,  in  the  proposed  act  of  incori)oration 
which  wUl  be  found  at  the  close  of  this  report.  But  they  do  not  feel 
that  they  are  precluded  from  suggestions  of  prudence  and  forethought 
in  the  inception  of  what  may  prove  to  be  either  one  of  the  most  pre- 
cious jewels  of  the  Fraternity  on  the  Pacific  coast,  or  a  lamentable 
failure,  bringing  a  blush  of  shame  to  the  faces  of  all  who  take  part 
therein.  Whenever  heavy  expenditures  will  almost  necessiirily  be 
inevitable,  they  would  adhere  to  the  advice  of  the  old  proverb,  which 
bids  us  to  **  make  haste  slowly." 

In  searching  for  some  precedent  to  guide  their  way,  the  committee 
instinctively  turned  to  what  is  deservedly  the  boast  of  our  Kentucky 
brethren,  the  "  Masonic  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Home  and'Intirmarj*," 
near  Louisville.  In  reply  to  their  request,  Bro.  Bassett,  the  Grand 
Secretary  of  that  jurisdiction,  was  kind  enough  to  furnish  the  tenth 
Annual  Report  of  that  institution,  and  it  has  mainly  furnished  the 
items  which  they  subjoin  as  a  recommendation  to  this  Grand  Loilge. 
They  do  not  wonder  that  our  brethren  in  Kentucky  feel  proud  of  their 
institution.  It  well  deserves  the  following  eloquent  tribute  which  is 
found  in  the  report  thereupon  : 

Kentucky  Masonry  can  have  no  more  fitting  monument  to  com- 
memorate  her  deeds  of  charity  than  the  one  reared  by  the  contribu- 
tions of  her  sons  in  the  southern  suburbs  of  her  chief  city.  She  needs 
no  jewels  with  which  to  adorn  herself  more  rare,  beautiful,  and  pre- 
cious than  the  happy  group  of  more  than  one  hundred  widowed  and 
oq)haned  ones,  gathering  around  the  Homo's  altars  every  morning 
and  evening,  and  sending  up  their  grateful  songs  of  pnii.se  and  prayer 
to  Jehovah.  Our  only  reward  is  a  consciousness  of  duty  performecL 
We  have  had  manv,  verv'  manv  times,  the  iiravers  of  the  widow  and 
of  the  orjihan,  and  we  know  that  our  Heavenly  Father  approves  this 
work. 

The  committee  \\ish  most  heartily  that  they  could  point  to  such  an 
institution  in  California,  and  could  take  the  visiting  brethren  from  all 
parts  of  the  world  to  see  such  a  building  as  that  of  which  they  have 
an  engraved  picture  in  the  pamphlet  before  them.  But  even  it  and 
its  history  give  them  many  a  word  of  caution  against  haste  and  ex- 
travagance. They  cannot  shut  their  eycis  to  the  fact  that  it  cost,  un- 
furnished, $ir>(),Hy5.2y  ;  nor  to  the  further  fact  that  it  came  very  near 
bankrupting  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kentucky,  and  caused  many  a 
heartburning  and  feeling  of  discord  among  the  brethren  because  of 
the  onerous  fixation  of  the  Lodges  ere  it  was  completed  and  paid  for. 
ITiiinks  to  the  perseverance  and  indomitable  energy*  and  pricie  of  the 
brethren  in  that  ancient  commonwealth,  and  to  the  open  handed  lib- 
erality of  others,  especially  of  the  laches,  the  fearfxil  debt  incurred  has 
at  length  been  c^incelled  and  the  institution  is  free  from  future  dan- 
ger. If  such  an  undertaking  was  so  heavy  a  burden  to  the  five  hun- 
dred an<l  ten  Ix)dges  and  fifteen  thousand  Masons  of  Kentucky,  your 
committeo  cannot  reconcile  it  with  their  sense  of  duty  to  recommend 
a  like  (;xpenditxire  by  the  two  hundred  and  thirteen  Lodges  and 
twelve  thousand  Masons  of  California.     Like  the  infant,  we  should 
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creep  before  wG  walk,  and  walk  before  attempting  to  mn  a  race  with 
our  stalwart  brethren  of  Kentucky.  The  committee  gather  some  facts 
of  interest  from  the  report  before  them,  which  they  present  as  fol- 
lows : 

During  the  ten  years  since  this  Home  was  established  it  has  re- 
ceived two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  benoticiaries.  Some  had  been 
taken  back  by  the  Lodges  which  had  sent  them  ;  some  had  been 
placed  in  good  homes  ;  only  ninf  had  died,  showing  an  almost  won- 
derfid  exemption  from  niortality.  There  remained  in  the  home  one 
hundred  and  tweutv-four.  The  expenses  for  the  past  year  were 
$9,345.12,  of  which  the  item  for  salaries  was  only  $1,912.89,  although  the 
persons  employed  were  superintendent,  matron,  teacher,  nurse, 
washerwoman,  cook,  and  engineer.  As  stUaries  are,  and  are  likely  to 
be,  in  California,  we  could  hardly  sustain  so  large  an  institution  for 
80  small  a  sum.  The  total  disbursements  for  that  Home  during  the 
ten  years,  including  the  erection  of  the  building,  have  been  $316,- 
603.38.  The  income  had  amounted,  substantially,  to  the  same,  and 
included  these  terms  :  donations,  $45,079.57  ;  entertainments,  $37,- 
478.74  ;  life  memberships,  $100,627  ;  honorary  memberships,  $1,800  ; 
ladies'  aid,  $12,561  ;  Grand  Lodge  assessments,  $52,189.30.  Other 
items  are  given  which  make  the  .imount  as  stated.  Only  $105.19  had 
been  received  from  lega<'ies.  The  committee  quote  another  paragraph 
from  this  report,  as  it  contains  advice  which  they  hope  that  the  breth- 
ren in  this  jurisdiction  will  heed,  if  they  are  fortunate  enough  ever  to 
see  their  "Home "  in  successful  operation  : 

It  has  been  the  constant  aim  and  object  of  the  management  to 
qualify  the  children  for  future  success  ahd  usefulness.  We  feel  it 
necessary  and  proper  to  again  call  the  attention  of  Lodges  and  friends 
of  the  children  in  the  Home  to  the  great  importance  of  assisting  the 
Board  of  Directors  in  tin(bng  homes  for  the  children  when  they  are 
old  enough  to  leave  the  Home.  We  especially  request  this  in  behalf 
of  the  girls.  It  is  an  exceedingly  dehcate  and  difficult  duty  to  secure 
them  places  in  any  way  suitjd)le  and  desirable.  It  is  not  so  difficult 
to  place  the  boys.  W^e  think  it  would  be  a  good  arrangement  to  have 
the  Lodges  agree  to  take  back  the  girls  when  they  are  fifteen  or  six- 
teen years  old,  and  find  them  homes  among  their  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances. 

It  may  also  be  proper  to  state  that  while,  by  its  charter,  the  Kentucky 
Home  and  Infirmary  is  intended  only  for  the  destitute  widows  and  or- 
phans of  deceased  Freemasons  of  Kentucky,  yet  the  rule  has  been  re- 
laxed so  far  as  to  receive  ori)hans  (and  widows  too,  we  believe,)  who 
have  some  means  of  support ;  such  being  recjuired  to  contribute  to 
the  support  of  the  institution  such  sums  as  the  Board  of  Directors 
may  determine.  The  committee  think  this  a  wise  provision,  and  have 
adopted  it  in  their  recommendation. 

With  this  preliminjiry  notice  of  the  Home  in  Kentucky,  the  cx)m- 
mittee  proceed  to  lay  before  the  (Irand  Lodge  their  own  recommenda- 
tions for  its  future  action,  if  it  shall  see  fit  to  approve  of  the  plan  pro- 
posed. They  submit  it  with  some  diffidence,  trusting  that  tneir 
brethren  will  feel  free  to  make  criticisms  thereon,  and  offer  such 
amendments  as  they  may  deem  proper. 

The  laws  and  customs  of  this  State  being  somewhat  different  from 
those  of  Kentucky,  we  cannot  adopt  in  full  the  charter  under  which 
that  Home  exists.  In  substance,  however,  the  committee  follow  what 
has  been  found  so  successful  in  that  jurisdiction,  changing  the  same 
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as  they  believe  will  be  more  acceptable  to  their  California  brethren. 
They  propose  an  Act  of  Incorporation,  under  our  general  laws,  sub- 
stantially like  that  which  will  be  found  hereafter.  It  will  be  seen  that 
they  recommend  a  Board  of  fifteen  Directors,  six  of  whom  shall  be  the 
elective  Grand  Officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  nine  of  whom  shall 
be  chosen  by  that  body  and  so  classified  that  three  shall  go  out  of 
office  in  each  year  ;  all  subsequent  terms  to  be  for  three  years.  They 
would  make  the  Home  in  all  respects  an  appendage  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  and  at  all  times  subject  to  its  control.  The  Directors  are  to  be 
officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  or  to  be  chosen  by  it.  The  Grand  Mas- 
ter is  to  be  the  President,  and  the  Grand  Treasurer  and  Grand  Secre- 
tary are  to  hold  those  offices  respectively  in  the  corporation.  Reports 
are  to  be  made  to  the  Grand  Lodge  at  each  Annual  Communication. 
While  they  believe  that  the  Grand  Officers  and  the  other  Directors 
will  cheerfully  give  their  time  and  services  to  this  institution,  they 
think  that  the  necessary  traveling  expenses  of  those  who  attend  the 
meetings  of  the  Board  should  be  paid,  and  they  have  so  provided. 
It  may  be  a  question  whether  these  should  be  paid  out  of  the  Widows* 
and  Orphans  Fund,  or  from  the  General  Fund  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 
The  former  is  recommended,  but  the  brethren  can  change  that  if  so 
desired. 

The  question  of  funds  for  the  support  of  the  institution  is  one  of 
paramount  importance.  The  committee  do  not  recommend  the  crea- 
tion of  any  debt,  unless,  possibly,  in  the  course  of  time,  some  tem- 
porary' loan  for  building  purposes  may  be  necessary  ;  and  this  they 
make  subject  to  the  authorization  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  That  there 
may  be  no  unnecessary  delay  in  making  provision  for  such  destitute 
widows  and  orphans  as  may  be  recommended  to  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors, it  has  been  provided  that  they  may  rent  and  furnish  some  suita- 
ble building  for  that  purpose,  or  may  make  temporary  arrangements 
with  some  Home  or  Asylum  that  may  now  be  in  successful  operation 
in  our  State.  • 

The  sources  of  revenue  will  be  Donations,  and  these  the  committee 
trust  wiU  be  immediate  and  bountiful ;  Bequests,  and  they  hope  that 
many  a  legacy  may  be  received  ;  an  Endowment  Fund,  which  they 
recommend  shall  be  commenced  at  an  early  day  ;  Life  Memberships, 
of  one  hundred  dollars  each,  and  if  Kentucky  could  find  more  than 
one  thousand  brethren  willing  to  do  that  much  for  the  widows  and 
orphans,  we  certainly  should  have  at  least  half  that  number  in  Cali- 
fornia ;  and  honorary  and  regular  members  contributing  a  stated  sum 
annually.  For  the  immediate  use  of  the  Directors,  the  committee 
recommend  a  transfer  of  one  thousand  dollars  from  the  Reserve  fHind 
to  that  for  the  widows  and  ori)han8  ;  and  they  also  recommend  a  per 

capita  tax  for  this  year  of cents  for  each  Master  Mason  borne 

upon  the  rolls  of  the  Lodges.  The  two  sources,  they  believe,  would 
be  sufficient  until  the  next  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  when 
the  light  of  actuiil  experience  can  guide  our  successors  to  more  def- 
inite action.  They  believe  that  the  other  provisions  of  the  proposed 
Act  of  Incoqioration  explain  themslves  fully  and  require  no  furtheY 
speciiil  notice  at  their  htmds. 

The  committee  further  recommend  that  the  Grand  Master  and  Grand 
Secretary  be  authorized  and  requested  to  procure  the  incorporation 
here  recommended  at  as  early  a  day  as  may  be  convenient,  in  order 
that  the  Board  of  Directors  may  meet  and  take  the  incipient  steps  for 
the  establishment  of  the  desired  Home. 
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The  following  is  thio  proposed — 

Act  of   Incorfporaiion  of  the  Majtonlc  Widows'  and  Orpliatis'  Ilome  of 

the  State  of  California: 

Section  1.  The  following  persons  (Here  to  be  inserted  the  names 
of  the  first  Directors,)  and  their  successors  in  office,  being  the  Board 
of  Directors  hereinafter  proWded  for,  are  hereby  created  a  cori)ora- 
tion  under  the  laws  of  Cfalifomia,  by  the  name  and  style  of  **Th^ 
Masonic  Widows'  and  Orphans*  Home,"  with  all  the  ri|;hts,  privileges, 
and  liabilities  of  corporations  for  benevolent  and  charitable  purposes. 
Such  corporation  shtvll  have  the  right  to  take  and  hold,  by  purchase, 
gift,  or  devise,  real  and  personal   estate  not  exceeding  in  value  the 

sum  of thousand  dollars  ;  and   to  dispose  of  and  convey 

the  same  at  pleasure  for  the  puri)oses  for  which  this  corporation  is 
created.  Such  cor|)oration  snail  be  subject  to  the  direction  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Masons  of  the  State  of  California,  and  shall  make  a 
report  to  said  Grand  Lodge  at  each  of  its  Annual  Communications. 

Sec.  2.  The  object  of  such  ct^rponition  shall  be  to  provide  and 
sustain  a  home  for  the  destitute  widows  and  orphans  of  deceased 
Freemasons  of  the  State  of  California,  and  others  who  may  l?e  placed 
or  admitted  under  its  charge. 

Sec.  3.  The  affairs  of  said  corporation  shall  be  conducted  by  a 
Board  of  fifteen  Directors,  six  of  whom  shall  be  such  ex-offlcio,  and 
nine  be  elected  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons  of  California.  The 
eX'^ffflHo  Directors  shall  be  the  elective  Grand  Officers  of  said  Grand 
Lodgs,  viz.  :  the  Gnind  Master,  the  Deputy  Grand  JVIaster,  the  Senior 
and  Junior  Grand  Wardens,  the  Grand  Treasurer,  and  the  Grand 
Secretary.  The  other  Directors  shall  be  chosen  at  such  time  and  in 
such  manner  as  the  said  Grand  Lodge  shall  direct,  and  shall  be  so 
classified  by  the  Grand  Lodge  that  three  shall  go  out  of  office  in  each 
year,  viz.  :  three  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1883,  three  on  the  first 
day  of  January,  1884,  and  three  on  the  first  day  of  January  1885.  The 
terms  of  all  those  subsequently  elected  shall  be  three  years  each  from 
the  first  day  of  January  following  their  election.  Vacancies  in  the 
Board  of  Directors  during  the  recess  of  the  Grand  Lodge  shall  be 
filled  by  the  Grand  Master  until  the  next  Annual  Communication  of 
the  Grand  Lodge.  The  Grand  Master,  for  the  time  being,  shall  be 
the  President,  and  the  Grand  Treasurer .  and  Grand  Secretary'  shall  be 
respectively  the  Treasurer  and  Secretary  of  the  corporation.  The 
Board  of  Directors  may  appoint  a  Superintendent  and  other  nocessary 
officers  of  the  Home,  and  prescribe  their  duties  and  the  salaries  to  be 
paid  for  their  services.  The  Board  of  Directors  shall  receive  no  salary 
for  their  services  as  such,  but  their  necessary  traveling  expenses  may 
be  paid,  on  the  order  of  the  Grand  Master,  out  of  the  Funds  provided 
for  said  Home. 

Sec.  4.  The  Board  of  Directors  may  adopt  such  by-laws  and  regu- 
lations as  may  bo  necessarj'  for  the  government  of  the  Home  ;  and  a 
majority  of  their  number  shall  be  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of 
business. 

Sec.  5.  The  funds  for  the  support  of  said  Home  shall  be  derived 
from  the  following  sources,  viz.  :  donations,  becjuests,  interest  on  any 
endowment  fund  that  may  be  created,  temporary  loans  when  author- 
ized by  the  Grand  Lodge,  life-memberships  of  $100  each,  dues  of 
honorary  and  regular  members  who  may  contribute  annually  such 
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Bums  as  the  Board  of  Directors  may  determine,  Huch  appropriations 
as  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons  of  California  may  from  time  to  time 

direct,  and  such  per  capita  tax  not  exceeding per  annum^ 

for  each  member  borne  on  the  roll  of  the  subordinate  Lodges  on  the 
thirty-first  day  of  July  in  each  year,  as  the  Grand  Lodge  may  from 
time  to  time  determine.  Sach  last  named  assessnicnt  shall  be  paid 
at  the  same  time  and  in  the  same  manner  as  other  Grand  Lodge  dues 
and  assessments.  The  Grand  Treasurer  shtill  receive  and  disburse  all 
finch  money,  which  shall  be  known  and  designated  as  the  *'  Widows* 
and  Orphans'  Fund."  All  demands  against  said  corporation  or  Home 
shall  be  audited  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  paid  by  a  warrant  on 
the  Grand  Treasurer  drawn  by  the  Grand  Secretary. 

Sec.  G.  The  Board  of  Directors  may  make  such  regulations  as  to 
them  may  seem  proper  and  necessary  for  the  reception  of  indigent 
widows  and  orj>hans  of  deceased  Freemasons,  and  tneir  continuance 
and  maintenance  in  the  Home  :  and  also  for  the  reception  and  care  of 
such  M-idows  and  orphans  of  Freemasons  as  are  not  indigent,  upon 
the  payment  of  such  sums  annually  as  they  may  determine.  Tliey 
shall  also  have  the  power,  in  their  discretion,  to  apprentice  or  bind 
out  such  of  the  orphans  as  they  may  deem  best  for  the  interest  of  the 
children  or  the  institution.  Parties  recei\ing  such  children  shall  re- 
port semi-annually  to  the  Superintendent  of  the  Home  as  to  the  con- 
dition and  conduct  of  said  orphans. 

Sec.  7.  Until  such  time  as  a  suitable  building  may  be  erected  and 
furnished  for  the  use  of  said  Home,  the  Board  of  Directors  may  rent 
or  lease  such  building  or  buildings  as  may  be  necessary',  or  may  make 
such  arrangements,  as  to  them  may  seem  proper,  with  any  Home  or 
Asylum  in  this  St^ite,  for  the  care  and  support  of  the  widows  and 
ori)hans  under  their  care. 

Sec.  8.  No  \*'idoV  or  orphan  shall  be  received  into  such  Home,  or 
be  cared  for  by  the  Directors  thereof,  unless  application  therefor  be 
substantially  as  follows  : — 

Hall  of Lodge,  No.  — ,  ) 

Cal., 18—,  ( 

To  the  Directors  of  the  Masonic  Widoics'  and  (h^)ha}is'  llome : 

The  ^idow  and  children  of  our  deceased  Brother 

late  a  Master  Mtison  in  good  standing,  and  a  member  of Lodge, 

No.  — ,  at ,  Cal.,  are  in  destitute  circumstances  ;  and,  by  a  res- 
olution of  this  Lodge,  are  recommended  as  proper  beneficiaries  for 
admission  into  the  Masonic  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Home. 

_         ,  ,  Master. 

l-^^^J  ,  Secretary, 

Name  of  the   Father 

Date  of  his  death 

Name  of  the  Widow 

Her  age  and  condition  of  health 

Name  ((jr  names)  of  child  (or  children) 

Age  an<l  conditi(m  of  health 

Education 

Have  they  a  guardian  ? 

His  name  and  residence 

Any  visible  means  of  supiK)rt  ? 

No  child  of  unsound  mind,  or  any  atllicted  with  a  contagious  dis- 
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ease,  will  be  admitted  :  and  no  child  under  three  years  of  age  or  over 
thirteen  will  be  admitted  except  by  special  arrangement  with  the 
Board  of  Directors. 

Sec.  9.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons  of  California  may  at  anj  time, 
if  so  ordered  by  a  majority  vote  thereof  at  an  Annual  Communication, 
apply  to  the  proper  authority  for  the  disin corporation  of  the  Masonio 
Widows'  tmd  Orphans*  Home  and  for  the  settlement  of  its  affairs. 


If  the  foregoing  report  be  concurred  in  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  the 
committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions  : — 

7?e.vo/('<"/,  That  the  Grand  Treasurer  be  instructed  to  transfer  the 
sum  ot  one  thousand  dollars  from  the  **  Reserve  Fund"  to  the  **  Wid- 
ows* and  Orphans'  Fund." 

Jiesolred,  That  there  be  leWed  upon  the  Lodges  of  this  jurisdiction, 
for  the  current  ftscal  year,  in  addition  to  the  dues  prescribed  by  the 

Constitution,   the   sum  of  cents  for  each  member  borne  upon 

their  respective  rolls  at  tlie  date  of  their  next  annual  reports,  for  ac- 
count of  the  **  Widows  and  ()ri)hans'  Fund  ;"  which  levy  shall  be 
paid  at  the  same  time  and  in  the  same  manner  as  is  prescrioed  for  the 
payment  of  the  regular  annual  dues. 

liesolvfd,  That  a  coimnittee  of  three  be  appointed  to  report  to  this 
Grand  Lodge  the  names  of  nine  Directors  for  the  **  Masonic  Widows* 
and  Orphans'  Home,"  classifying  the  same  as  provided  for  in  the  pro- 
posed Act  of  Inoori)orati(m. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

William  H.  Hill,    ) 

N.  Greene  Curtis,    >  Committee. 

George  C.  Perkins.  ) 

On  motion  of  Brother  WMlliam  H.  Hill,  it  was  ordered  that  no  ac- 
tion upon  the  forogi^ing  report  be  taken  at  this  time  ;  that  it  be  printed 
with  the  proceedings  for  the  information  of  the  Lodges  of  the  juris- 
diction ;  and  that  they  be  requested  to  take  action  thereupon  before 
the  next  Annual  Communicaticm. 

Brother  William  H.  Hill  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted  :  — 

HesiAi'vd,  That  the  Grand  Master  and  Grand  Secretary  be  requested 
to  issue  (rircuhirs  t<)  the  Lodges  in  this  jurisdiction,  asking  for  answers 
to  the  following  questions  —such  answers  to  be  returned  to  the  Grand 
Secretiiry  with  the  Annual  Returns  from  the  Lodge  : — 

1.  How  mny  widows  and  orjihans  of  deceased  Master  Masons  (so 
far  as  can  be  ascertained)  are  living  within  the  jurisdiction  of  your 
Lodge  ? 

2.  How  many  of  these  may  be  classed  as  indigent  and  proper  to  be 
cared  for  in  the  projiosed  Masonic  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Home? 

Clay  Webster  Taylor  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Alex.  G.  Abell 
Grand  Secretary, 

As  a  token  of  the  esteem  of  the  Grand  Lodge  for  the  faithful  ser- 
vices of  Brother  Aboil  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  there  was  presented 

(5) 
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to  him  **a  dinner  dessert  serNice  of  seven  large  and  eighteen  smaller 
pieces  of  masive  silver,"  &c. 

Brother  Wm.  H.  Hill  presented  the  report  on  correspondence, 
covering  105  pages,  closely  printed,  and  among  other  proceedings  re- 
ceived we  tind  those  of  Alabama  for  lb80. 

CANADA, 

The  Twenty-seventh  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Canada  was  held  on  the  12th  day  of  July,  1882,  Bro.  James  Moffat, 
M.  W.  Grand  Master,  presiding,  and  with  representatives  from  285 
subordinate  Lodges. 

There  are  347  Lodges  on  the  roll,  with  a  membership  of  17,967,  and 
the  net  gain  during  the  year  was  294. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  ^Lister  is  a  concise  and  business  docu- 
ment. We  tind  him  in  tribulation  at  the  numbers  suspended  for 
non-payment  of  dues,  which  he  thinks  aris€»s  not  so  much  from  the 
inability  of  the  brother,  but  because  of  his  indifference,  thtre  being 
80  many  secret  organizatif>ns  to  which  he  can  readily  gain  access. 

The  rei)orts  of  the  several  D.  D.  Grand  Masters  indicate  a  heidthy 
and  harmonious  condition  of  the  craft. 

By  the  ad(»ption  of  the  following  preamble  and  resolution  this 
Grand  Lodge  put,  verj'  properly,  the  seal  of  its  disai)proval  upon  the 
very  pernicious  and  demoralizing  means  of  raising  funds.  It  can 
only  be  justified  on  the  principle  that  the  end  sjinctifies  the  means  : 

That  whereas,  the  practice  of  resorting  to  lotti-ries  for  the  puq)ose 
of  raising  funds  for  benevolent  and  other  purposes  has  lu'en  at- 
tempted in  Canada,  and  whereas  lotteries  have  been  declared  illegal 
and  demoralizing  in  their  tendencies,  therefore  it  is 

Resolctfl,  That  we  the  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada,  in 
Grand  Lodge  assembled,  view  with  disapprobation  any  attempt  on 
the  part  of  Masons,  as  such,  to  raise  funds  by  lottery  for  Masonic 
purposes. 

The  sum  of  $7,(XM)  was  passed  from  the  General  Fund  to  the  ac- 
count of  the  Fund  of  Benevolence,  by  which  we  make  that  this  fund 
is  raised  nejir  $17,fK>U,  an  encour.iging  evidence  of  the  ultimate  deter- 
mination of  this  Grand  Lodge  in  that  direction. 

We  are  pleased  with  the  patient  and  careful  manner  in  which  the 
business  of  this  Grand  Lodge  is  conducted. 

Bro.  Daniel  Spry  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Bro.  J.  J.  Mjison, 
Grand  Secretary. 

CONNECTKTT. 

The  ijr<)ceedings  of  the  Ninety-fourth  Annual  Communication  of 
this  Grand  Lodge,  held  un  January  18th,  1882,  are  before  us.     M.  W. 
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Grand  Master  JamcH  McConnick,  presided.     There  were  present  rep- 
resentotives  from  110  of  the  111  Lodges  in  this  jurisdiction. 
The  Grand  Lodge  opened  ^^iih  the  follo's^'ing  h^'mn  : 

OPENING   HYMN. 

The  noiseless  tread  of  busy  days 

Hath  lillcd  the  circle  of  the  year  ; 
And,  once  again,  wo  come  to  raise 

Our  happy  song  of  triumph  here. 

Oh,  God,  to  whom  we  would  erect 

The  temple  of  our  inner  life, 
With  gracious  eye  our  work  inspect, 

And  save  from  envy,  wrong,  and  strife. 

With  honest  t<.)il  and  billing  hand 

We  wrought  fimid  the  ashlars  rough  ; 
With  s<iuaro  and  plumV>,  at  Thy  command 

We  wait  the  word,  **  It  is  enough  !" 

The  firm  foundation  has  been  laid 
With  level,  plumb,  and  perfect  square  ; 

And  good  and  true  the  work  is  made 
By  craftsmen  skilled,  with  pious  care. 

We  find  the  Grand  Master  recommending  the  re-organization  of  the 
committee  on  the  **  Masonic  Charity  Foundation  Fund,"  and  wo  copy 
from  the  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary  the  amount  donated  by  the 
several  Lodges  towards  it  during  the  year.  They  aggregate  the  sum 
of  $571.42.  We  do  this  because  a  movement  was  made  in  the  same 
direction  in  our  Grand  Lodge  at  its  communication  just  held.  It  will 
then  be  seen  that  the  voluntary  donations  from  111  Lodges  in  a  juris- 
diction  in  which  the  individual  members  are  more  prosperous  than  in 
ours,  the  average  amount  from  each  Lodge  was  but  little  more  than 
$5.  Then  we  might  reasonably  not  exx)ect  so  much,  but  at  the  same 
average  from  the  Lodges  (say  234,)  whcih  paid  their  dues  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  in  1881,  we  might  realize  somewhat  more  than  $1,000  per  an- 
num per  chance.  This  fund  has  been  accumulating  since  1874,  and 
at  this  communication  reached  the  sum  of  $5,199.41.  The  average 
annual  receipts  have  been  $577.71.  If  this  effort  is  persistently  con- 
tinued it  will,  in  the  course  of  time,  swell  to  such  a  size  as  to  be  of 
infinite  service. 

There  is  a  lengthy  report  on  the  New  York  controversy,  but  as  this 
is  now  happily  settled,  we  pass  it  by.    • 

Bro.  James  McCormick  was  again  made  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  and 
Bro.  Joseph  K.  Wheeler,  Grand  Secretary'. 

At  the  closing  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  the  follo>\ing  hymn  was  song  : 
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CIXWINO   HYMN. 

Aithi  Lung  Syne. 

We,  brethren  of  the  mystic  tie, 

Upon  the  level  meet ; 
As  duties  call  we  swiftly  fly, 

And  haste  with  willing  feet. 

Chobus — Onr  vows  we  never  will  foTf^ei, 
Our  everN'  burden  share, 
Who  hjive  upon  the  level  met, 
Now  part  upon  the  square. 

We  act  upon  the  upright  plumb, 

With  sltill  our  work  prepare  ; 
And  when  the  close  of  toil  hath  come. 

We  part  upon  the  square. 

So  may  we  ever  meet  and  part. 

And*  act  with  purpose  true  ; 
Thus  keep  a  brave  and  manly  heart, 

Whatever  work  we  do. 

Bro.  "WTieeler  made  the  report  on  Correspondence,  fraternally 
noticing  Alabama. 

CUBA. 

Bro.  Antonio  Govin,  Grand  blaster,  presided  over  the  Annual  Ses- 
sion of  this  Grand  Lodge,  held  on  the  26th  March,  1882,  being  as- 
sisted by  173  members  and  Grand  Lodge  representatives  from  other 
Masonic  Grand  Lodges. 

With  our  limited  knowledge  of  the  language  of  the  address,  and  of 
our  time,  with  no  interi)reter  near,  we  are  unwilling  to  attempt  to  give 
a  synopsis  of  it.  Yet  from  it  we  learn  that  our  brethren  there  are  not 
free  from  attacks  by  the  clergy,  but  we  also  learn  that  they  defend 
their  positions  with  rea.son  and  sound  argument. 

Dispensations  are  granted  and  new  Lodges  constituted. 

There  are  75  Lodges  on  the  roll ;  22  made  no  returns,  and  member- 
ship from  returns  3,()91. 

Bro.  Antonio  Govin  was  again  made  Grand  blaster,  and  Bro.  Aurelio 
Almeida,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  pamphlet  contains  the  proceedings  of  various  special  and  quar- 
terly sessions,  and  also  in  English  this — 

WAKNINO  TO  AMERICAN  (JRAND  L<»IXJES, 

A  few  Grand  Bodies  of  the  United  States  and  Canada  have  been 
pleased  to  recognize  the  Grand  Lahje  of  Sjmn  of  which  Brother  J.  A. 
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Perez  (Ricardo)  is  Grnnd  Master.  In  so  doing,  of  ooturse  they  have 
presumed  that  said  Grand  Lodge  was  a  sovereign  independent  organi- 
zation. But  it  is  not  ;  and  a  single  fact  shall  be  sufficient  to  prove 
this  assertion.  On  August  18th,  1881,  Brother  J.  A.  Perez,  Grand 
Master,  has  ordered  the  Lodges  to  romj^lif  ^"^^  ^'^H  •'^''*i^'''V  ^  decree  from 
the  so-called  Supreme  Council  of  the  33d  degree,  for  tne  jurisdiction 
of  Spain. 

There  is  in  Spain  an  independent  Spanish  Grand  Lodge,  organized 
in  Seville  in  1881.  Biisides,  there  is  the  **  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Grand 
Orient  of  Spain,"  (and  Supreme  Council)  presided  formerly  by 
Brother  Sagasta,  and  at  present  by  Brother  Romero  Ortiz;  and  finally^ 
the  Supreme  Council  of  33d  presided  by  the  Marquis  of  Seoane  which 
governs  Lodges.     In  all  3  Supreme  Councils  and  3  Grand  Lodges. 

The  United  Grand  Lodge  of  Colon  and  Island  of  Cuba  has  recog- 
nized the  Grand  Lodge  of  Seville,  that  one  being  the  only  really  inde- 
pendent organization  of  craft  Masonry  now  existing  in  Spain,  and  the 
first  occupant  of  a  jurisdiction  previously  vacant  as  far  as  the  ancient 
Fraternity  of  F.  A.  M.  is  concerned. 

This  warning  is  intended  to  prevent,  if  possible,  new  recognitions 
of  a  Masonic  Body  not  entitled  to  obtain  them. 

Bro.  Enrique  A.  LecerfiF,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Correspond- 
ence, apologizes  for  not  having  prepared  the  report,  and  states  that 
business  prevented. 

COLORADO 

Held  her  Twenty-First  Grand  Annual  Communication  on  the  20th 
day  of  September,  1881 — the  Grand  Lodge  being  presided  over  by  the 
M.  W.  Brother  Lawrence  N.  Greenleaf,  Grand  Master,  with  represen- 
tatives from  27  chartered  Lodges.  There  are  29  chartered  Lodges  and 
9  U.  D.  total  membership  2117 — gain  during  the  year  174. 

From  the  Grand  Master's  address  we  copy  : 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  unusual  prosperity.  The  earth  has 
not  proved  unfriendly  to  man,  bountiful  harvests  have  dotted  its  sur- 
face, while  from  it«  depths  have  come  treasures  of  gold  and  treasures 
of  silver.  Railroads  have  climbed  to  giddy  heights  and  penetrated 
hitherto  inaccessible  regions,  bringing  our  people  nearer  together 
and  opening  for  development  the  resources  of  vast  areas  and  mines 
of  fabulous  wealth.  Touched  by  the  wand  of  progress  cities  and 
towns  have  sprung  into  existence  as  if  by  magic.  Waste  and  desert 
places  have  been  clothed  in  lining  green  and  made  to  blossom  as  the 
rose.  New  and  promising  industries  have  been  established.  Our 
population  has  rapidly  iiiere^ised  and  the  possibilities  of  the  near  fu- 
ture, even  to  the  conservative  view,  seem  limitless.  Nor  has  Masoniy 
failed  to  share  in  the  general  prosperity.  Our  Lodges  have  multiplied, 
while  our  membership  will  show  a  large  and  healthy  increase.  While 
in  the  conventionjd  phrase  of  the  Craft  I  may  also  add  that  there  has 
been  a  firmer  adhesion  of  the  various  parts  of  our  structure  by  a  more 
liberal  use  of  the  cemt?nt  of  brotherlv  love  and  affection.  Time  has 
indeed  ripened  our  friendships  and  drawn  us  together  by  a  closer 
bond  of  sympathy,  so  that  we  may  truthfully   exclaim:    "Behold, 
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bow  good  and  how  pleasant  it  is  for  brethren  to  dwell  together  in 
unity !" 

Our  monitorial  instructions  have  made  us  familiar  with  the  Hour 
Glass  and  the  Scythe  as  suggestive  symbols,  but  I  doubt  if  they  ever 
appeal  to  us  more  forcibly  or  with  greater  signiticance  than  at  these 
annual  reunions  of  the  craft.  We  gaze  into  familiar  faces  at  such 
times  as  if  to  inquire  :  **How  has  it  been  with  thee,  my  Brother?" 
And  the  whitening  locks  and  the  gathering  wrinkles  make  silent  and 
pathetic  answer.  The  dechiration,  **  Thus  wastes  man  !"  comes  ring- 
ing back  to  us  clothed  with  a  hving  interpretation,  and  we  feel  that 
for  many  of  us  the  years  are  indeed  passing,  and  the  shadows  gather- 
ing along  our  path. 

# 

The  business  was  of  local  interest  only. 

Robert  A.  Quillian  elected  M.  W.  Grand  Master. 

Edw'd  C.  Parmelee  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Byron  L.  Carr  made  report  on  correspondence,  reviewing, 
among  others,  Alabama  for  1880,  courteously  and  fraternally.  We  fully 
agree  with  him  when  he  says  :  "  The  Brother  who  casts  a  black  ball 
has  not  the  right  to  even  intimate  that  he  cast  it  much  less  to  discuss 
the  matter  in  the  Lodge  and  move  a  reconsideration,"  Nor  should 
the  master  of  a  Lodge  tolerate  any  such  discussion.  Yet  a  brother 
na^y.  hy  accident,  deposit  a  black  ball  and  recognize  it  too  late,  in 
which  case  there  can  be  no  objection  to  his  making  this  statement  and 
asking  a  second  display  of  the  ballot. 

DELAWARE. 

M.  W.  Brother  Joseph  W.  H.  Watson,  Grand  Master,  opened  in 
ample  form  the  Seventy-Fifth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand 
Lo<lge  of  Delaware,  with  representatives  from  21  Lodges  present,  on 
5th  October,  1881.  There  appear  to  be  22  Lodges- -one,  however,  was 
not  represented  nor  did  it  send  up  its  returns. 

The  membership  of  those  reporting  amounts  to  1341 — gain  during 
the  year  47. 

The  Grand  Master  cautions  the  brethren  to  be  circumspect  and 
cautious  in  the  admission  of  applicants  —says  that  Masonry  is  grow- 
ing very  popular  there  and  that  unworthy  men,  for  selfish  purposes, 
will  doubtless  seek  admission,  and,  incapal>le  of  appreciating  the 
beauties  of  Masonry,  become  drones  or  something  worse.  In  refer- 
ence to  dispensations  for  conferring  the  degrees  out  of  time  he  prop- 
erly says  : 

I  cannot  look  with  favor  upon  conferring  degrees,  otherwise  than 
under  the  wise  regulations  of  the  Order,  unless  there  should  be  some 
verj'  good  reason  for  doing  so.  If  a  person  has  been  living  within 
the  sound  of  the  Masonic  gavel  for  years,  and  has  not  availed  himself 
of  the  privilege  of  apphnng  for  admission,  and  as  he  is  about  going 
among  strangers,  finds  that  he  would  hke  to  be  a  Mason,  I  think  it 
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hardly  proper,  even  if  worthy,  that  ho  shonld  be  mshed  through  at 
ruilroud  speed  to  the  inner  Sunctiiary  of  our  temple,  ere  he  has  had 
an  opportunity  to  become  familiar  with  its  outer  courts. 

Joseph  W.  11.  Watson  re-elected  (Jrand  Master. 
William  S.  Hayes  re-elected  (Jrand  Secretary. 
There  was  no  report  on  correspondence. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

There  were  several  special  communications  of  this  Grand  '  Lodge 
held  during  the  year  and  on  9th  November,  1881,  the  annual  comma- 
nicjition  was  held,  Brother  Noble  D.  Lamer,  M.  W.  Grand  Master 
presidin«<,  and  with  representatives  from  20  out  of  the  21  Lodges. 
The  Grand  Master  doubtless  upon  mquirj'  when  visiting  the  several 
Lodges  learned  from  the  several  Masters  that  which  induced  him  in 
his  address  to  make  the  following  remarks  : 

Independent  of  the  regular  annual  >'isitation8  provided  for  by  our 
Constitution,  I  have  visited  every  Lodge  in  the  jurisdiction  twice, 
except  two.  During  these  visitations  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  wit- 
nessing the  work  in  many  of  them,  and  in  some,  where  there  was  no 
work  to  be  done,  I  have  caused  the  officers  to  exemplify  the  work  in 
the  presence  of  the  Grand  Lecturer  and  myself,  and  I  have  been 
much  j>leased  at  the  manner  in  which  the  work  has  been  rendered  by 
most  of  the  officers  of  the  various  Lodges,  and  the  ze»U  manifested 
by  them  in  the  dicharge  of  the  duties  pertaining  to  their  positions, 
and  have  wondered  ujion  more  than  one  occasion  how  some  of  our 
officers  were  able  to  continue  so  zealous  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties  with  the  many  empty  seats  presented  to  their  view  on  the  oc- 
casions of  regular  Communications.  I  fear  too  many  of  our  brethren 
are  satisfied  with  being  able;  to  say  that  they  are  members  of  the  Fra- 
ternity, and  of  a  particular  Lodge,  and  fail  to  recognize  the  import- 
ance of  attending  their  Lodges  and  by  their  presence  uphold  the 
hands  of  those  who  have  been  entrusted  with  tne  management  of  af- 
fairs. I  hope  that  the  Brethren  will  in  the  future  see  that  this  cause 
of  complaint  does  not  exist.  I  call  the  especial  attention  of  the  Past 
Masters  of  our  L<>dgcs  to  this  matter,  and  trust  that  in  the  future 
they  will  give  particular  attention  to  it. 

He  tells  of  one  who  had  been  made  a  mason  in  Mobile,  and  having 
dimitted  from  the  Alabama  Lodge,  had  applied  for  membership  to  a 
Lodge  in  the  District,  and  during  the  pendency  of  his  application  the 
Lodge  then  becoming  aware  that  he  had  pre>'iously  been  rejected  in 
the  Districtt  of  Columbia  and  was  still  the  property  of  that  Lodge, 
had  applied  to  him  to  know  tin*  i)osition  of  the  applicant.  Whore- 
up(m  he  declared  him  a  clandestine*  mason. 

Now,  we  hold  that  having  been  made  in  a  just  and  legally  consti- 
tuted Lodge  he  was  as  fully  and  regularly  a  mason  as  if  made  in  the 
District  of  Columbia.    It  appears  as  stated  by  the  Grand  Master  that 
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on  correspondence  with  the  Alabama  Lodge,  the  fact  of  his  denial  of 
having  been  rejected  by  any  lodge  preWous  to  his  application  was 
brought  out,  and  as  the  ai)plicant  was  at  the  time  an  unaffiliate,  it  ai>- 
pears  to  us  that  the  Lodge  that  had  formerly  rejected  him  should 
have  preferred  charges,  and  ^^dth  the  proof  that  could  have  been 
famished  from  the  records  of  the  Lodge  at  Mobile  have  rid  the  fra- 
ternity of  so  degrading  a  member.  He  may  now  travel  and  seek  recog- 
nition anywhere,  then  he  could  not,  for  notice  would  have  been  given 
to  the  world  of  his  unworthiness  by  his  expulsion.  And  in  this  con- 
nection we  quote  from  the  report  of  their  committee  on  jurisprudence 
as  to  when  an  unaffiliate  shoidd  be  tried  : 

It  is  a  well  settled  rule  in  Masonry  that  any  Lodge  has  the  right  to 
discipline  a  non-affiliated  ^Luson  who  may  be  \*'ithin  the  territorial 

i'nrisdiction  of  such  Lodge,  beciiuse,  by  reason  of  his  non-affiliation, 
le  has  no  particular  Masonic  residence.  He  is  not  entitled  to  any  of 
the  rights,  ijriWleges  and  Masonic  protection  incident  to  Lodge  mem- 
bership. He  is  responsible  to  the  Fraternity  at  large  and  may  be  dis- 
ciplined for  Masonic  offences  wherever  he  may  be  found.  But  in  the 
case  of  an  affiliated  Mason  in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee  the  rule 
is  different.  So  long  as  a  Brother  retains  his  membershij)  in  a  partic- 
ular Lodge  his  allegiance  to  that  Lodge  is  indefeasable  and  the  Lo<lge 
holds  penal  jurisdiction  over  him,  no  matter  how  far  he  may  be, 
geographicjdly,  removed  from  it.  A  Brother  should  be  tried  in  the 
Lodge  where  his  membership  is,  unless  after  charges  have  been  pre- 
ferred against  him,  his  Lodge  shall  surrender  their  right  to  try  him 
to  a  Lodge  in  whose  territory  the  offence  has  been  committed,  or  his 
Lodge  .shall  recjuest  the  Lodge  in  whose  jurisdiction  he  may  be  to  try 
the  case  as  a  matter  of  courtesy.  Independent  of  any  jurisdictionid 
courtesy,  the  just  and  correct  rule  has  been  well  defined  in  Mitchell's 
Common  Law  of  ^lasonry,  page  200,  where  it  stated  :  "Masons  hold- 
ing membership  in  other  jurisdictions  must  be  tried  where  they  hold 
membership  ;  but  it  is  the  duty  of  any  Lodge  to  prefer  charges,  have 
them  authenticated  and  forwarded  to  his  Lodge.  Not  so  with  non- 
affiliated Masons  ;  they  must  be  tried  by  the  nearest  Lodge." 

The  Lodge,  then,  to  which  he  applied  for  affiliation,  in  whose  juris- 
diction he  resided  should  have  tried  him,  and  the  one  whose  rights  he 
had  set  at  naught  .should  have  preferred  the  charges. 

There  was  a  gain  of  -45  members  during  the  year. 

Brother  Lamer  was  re-elected  M,  \V.  Grand  Master  and  Brother 
Wm.  R.  Singleton  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Vim.  R.  Singleton  made  the  report  on  correspondence,  and 
among  others  reviewed  we  find  Alabama.  We  find  him  in  his  intro- 
dution  saying  : 

Our  (irand  Lodges  are  mostly  controlled  by  the  Masters  of  Lodges, 
hence  ign<jrance  of  Masr)nic  Jurisi)mdence  among  that  cla.ss  will 
cause  much  trouble  if  they  attempt  to  control  affturs,  as  they  can  in 
most  large  Grand  Lodges,  or  they  must  submit  to  the  dictation  of 
some  one  or  two  old  Past  (irrand  Officers,  who  are  to  be  found  in  every 
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Grand  Lodge,  and  who  strive  to  lead  in  every  measare,  according  to 
their  peculiar  ideas. 

He  differs  from  some  of  the  views  expressed  by  Brother  Beers  last 
year,  and  we  C4mnot  undertake  to  defend  them  as  to  do  so  would  re- 
quire more  time  than  is  now  at  our  disposal  for  this  report.  Thus  he 
speaks  of  these  reports  : 

Let  us  see — the  almost  insunnountablo  difficulties  between  Canada 
and  Quebec,  between  Washington  and  Oregon,  Indian  Territory  and 
Arkansas,  Dakota  and  Minnesota,  ^lissouri  and  New  Mexico,  Scotland 
and  Quebec,  have  now  been  happily  and  fraternally  settled.  This 
we  are  contident  is  due  to  the  outsi)oken  criticisms  of  our  Heporters 
on  Correspondence.  Th,ey  have  been  a  jurj*,  against  whose  opinions 
Masons  now  do  not  care  to  run  counter  to.  How  many  Grand  Lodges 
have  changed  their  legislation  suddenly,  when  it  was  found  that  these 
"censors"  were  incensed  thereaneutV  Brethren  of  the  pen,  ye  are 
mightier  than  those  who  ^^'ield  the  sword.  Be  careful,  therefore,  that 
you  use  the  pen  always  for  the  * 'Truth"  and  not  for  **Triumph." 

DAKOTA. 

The  Eighth  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was  held 
on  June  13th,  1882,  over  which  presided  M.  W.  Bro.  Thomas  H. 
Brown,  Grand  Master,  there  being  present  representatives  from  12 
subordinate  Lodges. 

There  are  in  this  jurisdiction  31  Lodges.  Of  Mtisonry  hero  the 
Grand  Master  savs  : 

Masonry  in  this  jurisdiction  is  progressing  with  a  rapid  and  \*igor- 
ous  step,  fully  keeping  pa(*e  with  the  growth  of  our  population  and 
the  general  development  of  the  Territory.  Only  seven  years  ago, 
this  (rrand  Lodge  was  organized  with  but  six  Lodges,  having  a  mem- 
bership of  about  20(),  while  the  total  receipts  of  the  year  were  but 
$181.37.  To-day  there  are  thirty-one  Lodges  in  the  jurisdiction,  with 
a  membership  of  1,157,  and  the  receipts  for  the  past  fiscal  year 
amounted  to  j^  1,022. 50.  This  certainly  shows  a  most  flattering  growth, 
both  numerical  and  financial. 

The  result  of  a  vigorous  and  hardy  youth. 

We  find  that  he  is  no  believer  in  the  perpetual  jurisdiction,  such  as 
is  maintained  in  many  of  our  Grand  Jurisdictions,  ours  included. 
There  may  be  many  reasons  urged  why  (me  who  has  been  rejected  by 
those  with  whom  he  grew  up  and  lived  kmg  shtmld  not  be  hastily  receiv- 
ed into  the  fraternity  on  onh*  a  short  probation,  while  exi>ediency  alone 
coupled  perhai)s  with  the  desire  to  increase  in  numbers  can  be  urged 
in  its  favor.  We  prefer  the  conservative  position  of  our  Grand  Lodge 
which  requires  the  consent  of  the  Lodge  rejecting  the  applicant  to  be 
first  obtained.  Let  the  doors  be  opened  too  easily  and  trials  and  ex- 
pulsions, A'c,  become  numerous. 

A  Lodge  asked  whether  or  not  it  should  receive  the  petition  of  a 
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candidate  who  had  beon  rejected  by  a  Lodge  in  another  jurisdiction. 
To  this  we  replied  in  the  affirmative.  The  candidate  had  resided  for 
several  years  \\ithin  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Lodge,  and  was  well  known 
to  most  of  its  members.  In  the  absence  of  any  constitutional  proW- 
sion,  we  held  it  to  be  good  Masonic  law,  that  the  jurisdiction  over 
profanes  only  continues  so  long  as  they  remain  >\'ithin  the  Grand 
Lodge  jurisdiction,  and  that  upon  removal  to  another  jurisdiction 
they  then  become  eligible  material  the  same  as  if  no  action  had  ever 
been  t^iken  in  the  jurisdiction  from  which  they  removed. 

On  the  subject  of  Work,  we  find  the  committee  sajing  : 

It  appears  that  not^^ithstanding  the  fact  that  the  (Irand  Master,  an- 
nually, for  several  years,  urge.l  the  adoption  of  a  uniform  system  of 
work,  and  Grand  Lodge  committees  annually  reported  in  favor 
of  the  same,  and  efforts  were  made  by  committees,  indiWduals  and 
Lodges  throughout  the  Territor}',  all  looking  to  the  same  end  ;  still, 
in  this  year  of  our  Lrird,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-two, 
A,  L.  58vS2,  no  uniform  system  of  work  has  been  adopted  ;  and  your 
committee  venture  to  say  that  no  two  Lo<lg<\s  in  this  jurisdiction  work 
alike,  nor  can  it  be  aiiv  source  of  wonder  that  such  is  the  case.  The 
fraternity  in  Dakota  in  their  own  j)ersoiis  demonstrate  the  univer- 
sahty  of  Masonry,  ccmiing  »ls  they  do  from  every  State  in  the  Union, 
as  well  as  from  Euroi)e,  Asia  and  Africa,  and  the  Isles  of  the  Seas. 
They  bring  the  peculiar  work,  practice  and  phraseology  each  of  his 
own  Lodge  or  jurisdiction,  and  it  is  thrown  into  use  into  the  Lodge 
or  localitv  wherein  he  resides. 

Now  this  is  an  evil  that  should  be  at  once  stopped.  The  remedy  is 
in  our  hands,  thanks  to  the  action  of  the  Gnind  Master  given  above. 
We,  therefore,  earnestlv  recommend  that  the  svstem  of  work  as  ex- 
emplitied  by  R.  W.  Bro.  M.  L.  Youngs,  before  various  Lodges  in  this 
jurisdiction,  as  per  his  report  to  the  Grand  Master,  known  as  the 
Webb  Work,  be  adopted  by  this  jurisdiction,  and  immediately  pro- 
mulgated under  the  direction  of  the  Grand  Master  throughout  the 
Territorv. 

V 

The  finances  are  hcjdthy,  and  the  growth  in  membership  verj*  large, 
the  increase  during  the  year  being  323.  Of  these  129  are  by  affilia- 
tion, and  152  were  raised. 

Bro.  Oscar  S.  (Jiflford  was  elected  M.  W.  Grand  blaster,  and  Bro. 
Charles  T.  McCov,  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

Bro,  William  Blatt  made  a  condensed  report  on  Correspondence. 
To  Bro,  Beers'  notice  of  the  al>sence  of  many  of  the  regular  Grand 
Officers  from  their  seats,  he  makes  this  excellent  apology  : 

To  the  exceptions  taken  by  the  committee  at  the  absence  of  some 
of  the  Grand  Officers  at  our  last  Grand  Communication,  we  would  re- 
ply, that  this  jurisdiction  comprises  an  area  as  large  as  that  of  all 
the  New  En'_,'limd  States.  New  York  and  Pennsylvania.  Our  Lodges 
and  Gramd  Offieirs  are  distributetl  tlirongh  its  several  extreme  parts. 
Tlie  means  of  travrl  nTf  limited,  and  to  reach  any  one  point  it  must 
be  done  by  circuitous  routes,  at  a  loss  <)f  much  time  and  a  very  hea\'y 
expense,  matters  which  the  committee  should  have  taken  into  consid- 
eration. 
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FLORIDA. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Wm.  E.  Anderson,  Grand  Master,  opened  in  ample 
form  the  Fifty-third  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  on 
the  17th  day  of  January,  1882,  there  being  present  representatives 
from  55  subonlinatos. 

There  are  70  Lodges  in  this  jurisdiction  on  the  roll,  with  a  total 
membership  of  2,117.     Loss  during  the  year,  75. 

We  are  delighted  to  hear  the  Grand  Master  speak  as  we  give  below, 
for  in  those  remarks  there  is  great  truth  : 

From  a  personal  experience  Jis  Master  of  a  Lodge,  extending  over 
many  years,  I  can  assure  you  of  the  excellent  results  that  attend  an 
earnest  effort  to  educate  your  brethren  fully  in  Masonic  law.  Re- 
member, Worshipful  Brethren,  that  the  acccpUiUce  of  the  office  of 
Master,  carries  with  it  an  obligation  to  perfect  yourselves  in  all  mat- 
ters upon  which  light  and  instruction  are  needod.  At  your  regular 
meetings,  when  you  have  spare  time,  road  idoud  in  your  Lodges  the 
Constitution,  the  (Jrand  Lodge  reports,  or  some  standard  work  on 
Masonic  Jurisprudence,  encourage  discussion  and  comparison  of 
ideas.  It  'will  add  zest  to  your  meetings,  will  stimulate  and  interest 
your  members,  and  will  give  them  a  familiarity  ^inth  Mascmic  law  and 
l^recedents,  which  will  enlarge  their  views  and  result  in  benefit  to 
them  and  to  your  Lodges. 

Tlie  Grand  Lodge  adopted  the  follo^^'ing  resolution  : 

Besnbrrl,  That  this  Grand  Lodge  commends  the  high  moral  position 
taken  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Utah  against  that  mistaken  sense  of  re- 
ligious propriety  which  surrounds  it,  and  hereby  extends  to  that 
Grand  Lodge  our  heartfelt  symparhy  in  its  struggle  to  maintain  the 
true  tone  of  our  beloved  Order,  under  dilficulties  which  must  event- 
ually yield. 

Bro.  Anderson  and  DeWitt  C.  Dawkins,  were  seveniUy  elected  M. 
W.  Grand  Master  and  Grand  Secretary. 

IDAHO. 

Before  us  lies  the  pamphlet  containing  the  record  of  proceedings  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Idaho,  at  both  a  Special  and  Annual  Communica- 
tions, held  in  1881.  The  former,  held  on  the  11th  January,  seems  to 
have  been  called  for  the  puri)ose  solely  of  considering  Appeals  from 
the  brethren  of  a  Lodge  on  account  of  gross  irregularities  in  the 
trials  and  inadequate  punishment,  indeed  pronouncing  a  verdict  of 
not  gnilty  when,  after  due  consideration,  the  Grand  Lodge  inflicted 
the  i)unislnneut  of  expulsion.  A  special  committee  was  appointed  to 
investigate  the  irregularities  on  the  part  of  the  Lodge  and  report  at 
the  Annual  Communiciition,  who  found  that  the  members  had  not 
been  summoned,  the  evidence  not  taken  down  in  writing,  and  great 
differences  between  the  ap2)ellant  and  Secretary  in  their  statements. 
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The  Grand  Lodge  administered  a  pretty  severe  reprimand,  to  be  sure, 
but  if  a  "Worshipful  Master  is  so  derelict,  we  opine  he  ought  to  have 
been  suspended  from  his  office  as  unlit  to  preside  over  a  Lodge. 

The  Annual  Communication  was  held  on  the  13th  September,  1881, 
Grand  Master  H.  E.  Pritkett,  presiding  ;  representatives  from  10 
Lodges  being  present.  The  jurisdiction  has  12  Lodges,  with  a  mem- 
bership of  386  ;  gain  during  the  year,  11. 

The  Grand  Master  savs  : 

We  meet  under  congrotulatorj'  conditions,  for  throughout  our  juris- 
diction harmony  prevails ;  and  while  the  membership  of  the  Order 
may  not  have  increjised  during  the  Masonic  year  alxjut  to  close,  I  am 
glad  to  believe  that  we  are  in  (juite  tm  healthy  a  condition,  to  say  the 
least,  as  at  any  fonner  period  of  otir  Masonic  histor>\  There  is  as  I 
believe  a  growing  disposition  to  practice  and  observe  the  noble  prin- 
ciples that  we  represent,  and  an  increasing  effort  to  subdue  the  pas- 
sions and  improve  in  those  virtues  which  adorn  the  character.  It  is  a 
noticeable  and  gratifying  fact  that  in  Idaho,  as  men  gradually  lose  the 
habits  and  propensities  which  pertained  to  their  earlier  condition, 
and  settle  down  into  the  more  regular  vocations  and  industrial  em- 
ployments of  cultivated  life,  a  higher  tone  of  morals  has  succeeded, 
which  IS  making  a  marked  impression  upon  our  Fraternity  :  and  there 
is  a  disposition  to  exercise  more  care  and  inquire  more  closely  into  the 
moral  and  intellectual  quahlications  of  applicants  for  admission  than 
was  formcrlv  done. 

One  of  his  decisions  has  the  ring  of  the  true  Masonic  spirit.  It  is 
as  fcjllows  : 

That  a  Lodge  cannot  properly  suspend  a  Brother  for  non-pa\Tnent 
of  dues  without  summoning  or  notifying  him  to  appear  and  show 
cause  against  the  same.  That  the  Secn?tar>''s  account  in  such  case, 
shoA^ing  the  Brother  to  be  in  arrears,  is  a  sufficient  charge,  which,  how- 
ever, may  be  questioned  and  shown  to  be  incorrect.  That  the  action 
of  a  Lodge  in  declaring  suspended  one  of  its  members  ^^^thout  any 
summcms  or  notice,  is  void,  and  the  stamling  of  the  member  not 
affected  therebv. 

This  Grand  Lodge  believes  in  punishing  one  who  has  been  sus- 
pended for  non-payment  of  dues  as  we  do,  or  compelhng  him  when 
he  is  re-instated  to  stand  in  the  matter  of  dues  on  the  same  plane  jls 
those  who  liad  continued  paying  members.     See  the  follo^^ing  : 

lifsolrnl.  That  Article  X\T  of  1st  subdivision  of  Section  1  of  (rrand 
Lodge  lU-Laws  be  amended  as  follows  :  By  striking  out  all  after  the 
word  suspension  in  the  14th  line,  *•  together  with  such  dues  as  would, 
had  he  retained»his  membership,  have  accrued  against  him  to  the  date 
of  sucn  payment." 

This  was  referred  to  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  who  seem  by 
their  report  as  adopted,  to  leave  the  whole  matter  to  the  discretion  of 
the  Lodges. 

We  are  grjitilie<l  at  finding  this  young  sister  solicitous  about  her 
charities.     The  finances  are  in  an  exceedingly  comfortable  condition. 


APPENDIX.  77 

The  Orphau  Fund  has  a  babince  of  $5,815,  antl  the  interest  on  Or- 
phan Fund,  $1,170 ;  while  a  liberal  appropriation  was  made  during 
the  year  from  it  for  the  8upi)ort  and  education  of  three  orphans  of  de- 
ceased brethren. 

Bro.  F.  E.  Ensi^'u  Wiw  made  M.  W.  Grand  Master. 

Bro.  J.  H.  Wickersham,  Grand  Secretary. 

There  was  no  report  on  Correspondence. 

ILLINOIS.  ' 

The  Forty-Second  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was 
held  on  the  4th  October,  1881,  Grand  Master  William  H.  Scott  pre- 
siding, and  \\-ith  representatives  from  CAl  Lodges  present. 

Total  number  of  Lodges  G85,  with  a  membership  of  38,168.  Net 
gain  174. 

"Would  that  every  member  of  the  fraternity  could  become  impressed 
as  was  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  with  the  importance  of  the  character 
of  the  material  to  be  introduced  into  our  moral  temple. 

It  is  for  you  to  rer^uire  the  strictest  inquiry'  into  the  characters  of 
those  who  seek  admission  within  our  portals.  Let  no  candidate  be 
admitted  \i'ithin  our  sacred  walls  to  of)Utin  a  qootl  chnrader,  but  let  him 
possess  that  indisi>ensable  requisite  before  he  is  received  by  us.  We 
are  not  a  reforuiator^-  institution.  We  re<iuiro  blocks  purer  than 
Parian  marble  for  the  ere<'tion  of  our  mystic  temple.  Let  us,  my 
brethren,  have  good  material,  and  finish  it  well. 

We  copy  also  his  estimate  of  our  grand  old  fraternity  : 

Freemasonry,  my  brethren,  needs  no  amendment.  Her  principles 
are  as  pure  as  the  unsunned  snow.  She  is  the  grandest  human  msti- 
tuticm  earth  has  ever  seen.  Let  us  adhere  to  the  old  landmarks  as 
our  fathers  gave  them  to  us.  To  them  we  are  indebted  for  all  that  is 
valuables  in  this  our  time-honorod  Institution.  Her  success  in  the 
future,  to  a  great  extent,  depends  upon  you,  my  brethren.  Let  us 
**  be  good  men  and  true"— true  to  our  grand  old  Institution.  She 
comes  to  us  as  a  child  of  heaven,  diffusing  the  bright  emanations  of 
divine  nature.  She  comes  in  all  her  beauty  to  comfort  wretched  man, 
to  follow  the  steps  of  misfortune,  and  cover  yfiih.  her  roses  the  thorns 
which  pain  hath  planted  in  the  path  of  humanity.  She  comes  when 
he  is  fallen  and  bleeding  by  the  wayside  and  pours  in  the  wine  and 
oil  of  consolation  and  bears  him  safcdy  to  the  ho!(il  of  mercy. 

In  reference  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ontario  he  says  : 

A  Grand  Lodge  has  been  duly  created  in  the  Province  of  Ontario, 
its  jurisdiction  declared,  and  its  prerogatives  have  l)een  recognized  by 
this  Grand  Lodge.  That  recognition  is  the  acknowledgment  of  its 
exclusive  territorial  jurisdiction.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  occu- 
pies lawfully  the  provin(;e  of  the  so-called  Grand  Lodge  of  Ontnrio. 

It  appt^ars  that  in  1875  these  brethren  were  working  under  a  dis- 
pensation and  l(>cated  at  London,  and  ap])lied  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Canada  for  a  charter,  and,  failing  to  obtain  one,  organized  themselves 
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into  **Thc  Gmnd  Lodge  of  A.  F.  and  A.  M.  of  OntArio."  They  ac- 
cordingly, in  Febniarj',  1876,  drew  up  a  declaration  of  their  pnq)oses 
and  objects.  Tliis  declaration  was  promptly  followed  by  an  etbct  of 
the  Grand  Master  of  Canada,  dated  Febrnarv  *2*2d  of  siime  vear,  ex- 
pelling  the  revolutionists,  and  at  the  session  of  the  grand  lodge  they 
were  unanimously  expelled  from  all  the  rights  and  j)rivileges  of  Ma- 
Bonrj',  which  grand  lodge  called  upon  the  different  bodies  of  Masonry 
**  to  take  notice  and  govern  themselves  accordingly." 

And  now  the  creation  f>f  these  expelled  Ma,sons  is  knocking  at  our 
door  for  friendly  recognition.  I  therefore  recommend  that  their  re- 
quest be  rejected. 

The  4th  decision  of  the  Grand  Master  and  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  jurisprudence  on  the  same  are  given  below.  The  conclu- 
sion arrived  at  is,  in  our  opinion,  and  also  that  of  our  Grand  Lodge, 
the  correct  one  : 

"  The  lecture  of  the  M.  M.  degree  cannot  be  conferred  on  more 
than  one  candidate  at  the  same  time." 

This  decision  is  presumably  based  upon  the  provision  of  Sec.  3, 
Art.  XVIII.,  Part  Second  of  our  coile,  which  forbids  a  lodge  to  **  con- 
fer any  portion  of  the  degree  of  Entered  Apjirentice,  or  the  first 
8eeti(>n  of  the  degree  of  Fellow  Craft,  or  any  part  ot  the  Master  Ma- 
son's degree,  on  more  than  one  candidate  at  the  same  time." 

Tlie  distinction  here  lost  sight  of  is  that  between  ronfrrrhuj  a  degree 
and  reh&irshuj  the  lecture  pertaining  thereto  ;  or  in  other  words,  the 
distinction  between  the  work  and  the  lecture.  The  work  of  confer- 
ring the  degree  having  been  accomplished,  the  lecture  may  be  com- 
municated to  as  many  as  may  be  entitled  to  receive  it. 

The  refusal  to  recognize  the  Grand  Lodge  of  OnUirio  received  the 
unanimous  vote  of  this  Grand  Lodge. 

William  H.  Scott  was  elected  Grand  Master. 

Loval  L.  Munn  Grand  Secretarv. 

Brother  John  Washington  Brown  presented  a  report  on  correspon- 
dence of  491  pages  deeply  interesting  : 

To  write  a  really  good  and  interesting  Keport  on  Masonic  Corres- 
pondence is  a  hard  task.  The  tield  is  so  broad  that  the  wisest  and 
farthest-sighted  of  the  Fraternity  can  scarcely  enc(jmpass  it,  and  the 
intricaci(H  of  the  gr«»und  are  such  that  the  most  j>rofonnd  and  saga- 
cious of  the  Masonic  jurisconsults  can  hardly  hope  to  master  them. 
How,  then,  shall  we  successfully  cope  with  them  V 

Alabama  receives  abundant  and  friendl}'  notice, 

Cubu  and  her  claim  to  recogniti<>n  receives  a  full  and  most  laborious 
an<l  int«'llig<  nt  review,  much  of  which  we  would  copy  were  it  not  that 
our  Grand  Loilgtr  has  already  recognized  her- and  this  question  is  to 
us  a  rf.s  tuijiuViritUi.     He  winils  up  his  review  as  follows  : 

This,  however,  we  will  do  ;  we  will  request  that  the  whf)le  subject 
be  reierre<l  to  the  Coniinittee  on  Masonic  Jurisimidence  for  full  con- 
sideration and  recoiiiinendation,  and  if  that  Committee  concludes 
that  the  United  Body  is  a  legally  constituted  Grand  Lodge  and  recom- 
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mends  its  recognition,  we  will  grncefnlly  and  fraternally  submit  to  it« 
decision. 

On  the  subject  of  territorial  jurisdiction  be  Siiys  ; 

Now,  the  fact  is  that  in  territory  unoccupied  by  a  local  legal  Grand 
Lodge  territorial  jurisdiction  docs  not  prevail  ;   on  the  contrary'  all 
Grand  Lodges,  and  lodges  established  by  them  therein,  have  concurrent 
rights  and  privilege's,  and  consecjuently  cannot  act  independently  or 
exclusively,  but  on^y  in  unity.     To  deny  this  is  to  deny  that  Grand 
Lodges  have  any  right  to  pronounce  upt)n  the  regularity  of  any  of  the 
Mastmic  proceedings  in  such  a  territory,  and  to  admit  that  the   first 
Grand  Lo«ige  to  enter  it  becomes  its  sole   possessor,  and  exclusive 
ruler.     In  other  words,  to  deny  it,  is  to  hold  that  territorial  jurisdic- 
tion governs  before  a  local  legal  Grand  Lodge  is  formed,  precisely  as 
it  does  afterward,    and   cousetpiently   that  there  is  no  such  thing  fm 
concurrent  rule.     There  is,  then,  a  radicid   diff<?rence  between   the 
unity  and  the  majority  theorists  as  to  the  lawful  method  of  forming  a 
Grand  Lodge.     The  former  fully  maintain  and  su))i)ort  the  concurrent 
rights  and  priN^leges  of  Grand  Lodges,  and  the   lodges  established  by 
them,  in  territory  unoccupied  by  a  local  legal  Grand  Lodge,  while  the 
latter  in  part  sustain  and  in  part  deny  th(?m.     That  is  to  say,  they 
agrees  that  uu(>ccui)iod  territory  is  common  ground,  which  all  "(irand 
L(»dg<rs  may  <'uter  at  will,  but  must  Ifave  as  soon  as  a  majority  of  the 
lodges  establishc^d  by  them   so  decide.     Thus  they   build  a   hornet's 
nest,  and  soon  the  hornets  sting  the  whole  Fraternity,  if  not  to  death 
certainly  next  door  to  it.     They  hold  to  unity  in  entering,  l)ut  ignore 
it  in  their  stay  and  their  departure.     Wherefore?     Solely  because  of 
their  excessive  zeal  to  add  another  name  to  the  roll  of  Grand  Lodges. 
Not  thus  do  the  unity  theorists  act.     They   respect  the  rights  of  all, 
from  first  to  last.     They  believe  that  free-will  and  accord,  and  broth- 
erly love  and  unity  are  of  infinitely   greater  importance  than  a  long 
roll  of  Grand  Lodges.     They  favor  no  coercion,  no  se(iuestration,  no 
riding  roughshod  over  their  equals,  no  defiance  of  joint  inalienable 
rights,  no  usurpation  of  authority  and  no  tjTanny,  but  the  unity  of 
all,  in  the  Ixmds  of  fraternal  brotherhood. 

They  hold  that  the  formation  of  a  Grand  Lodge  is,  necessarily,  the 
joint  work  of  all  of  the  lodges  and  Grand  L<»dges  interested,  because 
of  their  concnrrfnt  rujhts  uml  pririJcijes,  and  that  any  proceeding  ilis- 
joiutly  hml  is  null  and  vniit.  They  insist  that  the  work  must  be  in  unity 
or  that  it  cannot  be  at  lill,  and  they  are  right.  The  infant  boy  must 
develop  into  full-grown  manhood  before  he  can  legally  enjoy  man- 
hood's rights  and  privilt^ges,  and  so  a  Grand  Lodge  must  be  duly 
formt^l  and  recognized  before  it  can  exercise  sovereign  powers.  It 
must  be  composed  of  ALL  of  the  lodgers  interested,  by  their  unroprcetl 
asstnt,  before  it  can  be  legally  recognized,  and  failmg  thus  to  come 
into  existence,  and  to  accpiire  exetlusive  rights  and  privileges,  must  bo 
deemed  a  nulity.  If  this  none  **  too  previous"  doctrine  had  all  along 
prtjvailed,  none  of  th(>  unfortunate  differences  which  have  vexed  the 
Maist»ni(;  world  within  the  last  ten,  and  four  times  ten,  years,  would 
ever  hav(?  arisen,  nor  indelibly  d(»faced  the  Ma.souic  escutcheon.  Let 
the  New  Mexico-Missouri  iml)roglio  be  the  last  of  this  trailing  of  the 
Masonic  banners  in  the  dust. 
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INDIAN  TEKKITORY. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Indian  Territory  held  its  Seventh  Annual 
Ck)mmauication  on  the  first  day  of  November,  1881,  M.  W.  Bro.  P.  J. 
Byrne,  Grand  Master,  with  representatives  from  11  subordinates. 

There  are  14  chartered  Lodj^j^s  in  this  jurisdiction,  and  1  U.  D.  The 
total  membership  is  411 ;  gain  during  the  year,  24. 

Of  the  Craft,  the  Grand  blaster  says  : 

It  is  with  pleasure  I  report  to  you  that  the  Craft  of  this  Territory  is 
steadily  growing  in  prosi)erity  and  numbers.  The  same  report  comes 
from  our  sister  jurisdictions,  and  throughout  the  civilized  world  Ma- 
sonry is  honored  by  men  in  mind  the  most  enlightened,  and  exalted 
in  station.  There  are  some,  however,  who  oppose  our  Onler  by  mis- 
representiition,  and  traduce  it  in  the  public  j)re8s,  from  the  pulpit, 
and  elsewhere.  To  name  them  here,  or  by  words  refute*  them,  would 
avail  nothing,  as  that  has  been  done  by  many  more  capable  than  my- 
self. I  trust  rather  to  the  good  work  of  Masons  throughout  the  world 
to  remove  the  ignorance  and  prejudice  which  are  the  cause  of  these 
aspersions,  and  I  look  to  you,  brethren  of  this  jurisdiction,  to  advance 
and  perform  well  your  part. 

The  (inmd  Secretary'  bemoans  the  scarcity  of  money,  and  we  heart- 
ily sympathize  ^ith  him  when  he  exclaims  in  the  agony  of  a  troubled 
soul,  **  Few  of  you,  my  Brethren,  appreciate  the  unpleasant  situation 
of  being  called  to  a  service  when  you  are  exi)ected  to  do  a  great  deal 
with  little  or  nothing  to  do  it  with." 

Many  of  the  Lodges  promptly  came  forward  ^lith  a  small  loan  each, 
and  two  of  them  with  a  generous  donation  to  pay  the  indebtedness  of 
the  Grand  Lodge.  This,  however,  can  only  prove  a  temporary  expe- 
dient, for  as  these  loans  are  to  be  deducted  from  their  dues  the  fol- 
lowing year  less  C4ish  must  be  realized,  and  another  and  larger  debt 
incurred. 

The  committee  on  Law  and  Usjige,  make  this  report  : 

(Question. — Who  is  eligible  to  tht»  office  of  Worshipful  Master  of  a 
Lodge  ? 

Ansicpr. — Any  Past  Mtister  who  has  regularly  i)assed  the  chair,  and 
any  brother  who  has  served  a  term  as  Warden. 

A  brother  wh<>  has  been  elected  to  preside  over  a  Lodge  must  have 
the  degree  of  Past  Master  before  he  can  i)reside  over  a  Lodge. 

If  by  this  it  is  meant  then  none  but  Chapter  Masons  can  be  called 
to  preside,  we  would  be  ccmstrained  to  differ  with  them,  but  if  they 
only  mean  to  adhen*  to  tlu*  old  rulo  that  he  who  is  elected  to  preside 
shall  be  invested  with  the  Chair  Degree,  then  we  bow  in  ready  obedi- 
ence and  ac'<piiesc<»n<'e. 

Bro.  H.  F.  Buckner  delivered  a  most  instructive  and  admirable  ad- 
dress, in  which  he  painted  tho  various  faults,  follies,  foibles  and  vices 
of  men,  and  pointed  out  that  as  these  everywhere  existed  Masonry 
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should  be  an  instrnment  tot  their  suppression,  and  concluded  his  ad- 
dress with  these  words  : 

My  brethren,  let  us  begin  bv  reforming  ourselves.  Let  us  see  to  it 
that  we  live  according  to  the  holy  precepts  of  our  Ancient  and  Hon- 
orable Order.  We  can  but  bo  an  lights  shining  in  a  dark  place  if  we 
try  to  observe  and  keej)  the  moral  law,  which  is  binding  upon  each  of 
us  according  to  our  voluntary,  yet  most  solemn  pledge.  **  A  little 
leaven  leaveneth  the  whole  lump,"  and  the  influence  of  good  and  true 
Masons  is  bound  to  wield  a  mighty  influence  upon  society  and  gov- 
ernment. The  sun  of  Free  Mjisonry  may  shine  upon  all  lands  as  it  has 
shinod  here,  for  there  is  no  country  so  dark,  no  comer  of  the  earth  so 
far  oflf,  and  no  peoi)lo  so  uiilottered,  but  that  they  may  bo  benefited 
by  our  example.  Let  us  enforce  the  rules  of  our  craft  by  guarding 
well  our  outer  doors  against  the  approach  of  the  unworthy.  Let  us 
rekindle  the  tire  upon  our  alt^ir,  and  return  to  our  homes  from  hence 
inspired  with  fresh  zeal,  and  with  renewed  detenuination  more  vigor- 
ously to  oppose  vice  in  all  its  forms,  and  to  encourage  virtue  by  all 
the  influence  we  can  command.  In  opposing  vice  and  intemperance 
let  us  all  stand  together  ;  let  us  all  mind  the  same  things,  and  walk 
by  the  same  rule.  May  fortitude,  prudence,  temperance  and  justice 
constantly  hover  around  our  ancient  banner,  and  may  hope,  made 
bright  by  the  star  of  faith,  enable  us  to  behold  in  the  far-off  future  a 
bright  and  bounteous  field  of  sunshine  and  joy,  where  the  golden 
chains  of  brotherlv  love  and  charitv  will  bind  the  sons  of  men  in  har- 
monious  sympathy.  Then,  instead  of  hearing  from  the  lips  of  profanes, 
*^  Cuiborut? — What  good  does  Masonry  do?" — we  will  hear  them  re- 
peat, "  Behold  !  how  good  tmd  how  pleasant  it  is  for  brethren  to  dwell 
together  in  unity." 

C.  E.  Gooding  was  elected  Grand  Master. 
J.  S.  Murrow,  Grand  Secretary. 

No  report  on  Correspondence,  save  to  introduce  a  resolution  recog- 
nizing the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales,  which  was  adopted. 

INDIANA 

The  sixty-fourth  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  State,  was 
opened  in  ample  form  by  M.  W.  Calvin  W.  Prather,  Grand  Master, 
on  23d  May,  1882,  there  being  present  representatives  from  475  Lodges. 

The  total  number  of  Masons  is  23,700. 

Net  loss  during  the  year,  366. 

Six  new  Lodges  were  chartered  at  the  Communication,  but  in  the 
proceedings  we  find  no  less  than  eight  Masters  put  on  trial  for  un- 
masonic  conduct. 

We  presume  that  the  Grand  Master's  experience  is  that  of  every 
Grand  blaster  as  to  the  useless  questions  asked,  and  the  number  of 
letters  needlessly  written.     But  hear  him  : 

I  have  received  over  two  thousand  letters,  and  in  no  instance  have 
I  failed  to  respond,  giving  all  the  information  I  could  with  pleasure. 

(6) 
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While  I  do  not  wish  to  criticise  any  of  the  brethren,  yet  I  am  con- 
strained to  say  that  many  of  the  (juestions  conld  have  been  easily  un- 
derstood by  reference  to'  the  Rules  and  Regulations.  Many  seem  to 
labor  under  the  impression  that  the  Grand  Master  can  set  aside  a 
plain  statute  and  grant  a  dispensation  for  almost  any  purpose  that 
comes  within  range  of  Masonic  imagination.  The  Grand  Master  has 
no  such  power  delegated  to  him.  The  statutes  provide  for  what  pur- 
poses the  Grand  Master  may  grant  dispensations,  and  invests  him 
with  authority  and  discretionary'  power  so  far.  His  province  is  to  ex- 
pound the  law  and  cause  the  same  to  be  executed.  To  him  and  no 
other  should  questions  of  diflfereuces  be  submitted,  when  they  are  not 
plainly  provided  for  in  our  code. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Prather  is  very  strongly  opposed  to  the  doctrine  of  per- 
petual jurisdiction.  He  dislikes  very  much  to  put  the  applicant  for 
Masonry  to  so  much  trouble  as  to  apply  to  the  Lodge  that  rejected 
him  for  permission,  &c.  And  he  thinks  that  many  good  men  have 
been  kept  out  of  the  Order  because  of  this  doctrine.  It  is  the  too 
readily  opening  of  the  doors  of  Masonry  that  leads  to  so  many  trials, 
even  of  the  Worshipful  Masters  of  Lodges  themselves. 

The  Grand  Master,  however,  entertains  sound  views  about  the 
value  of  the  reports  on  Correspondence,  and  urges  the  brethren  to 
read  them  more,  and  they  will  then  ask  fewer  questions.  We  copy  a 
part  of  the  conclusion  of  his  address  for  its  applicability  and  the  per- 
tinency of  his  questions  : 

Brethren,  this  is  a  remarkable  era  in  the  world's  historv.  We  read 
daily  of  the  wonderful  progress  of  art,  the  development  of  science, 
the  aesthetic  inclination  of  learned  men,  the  intricate  hidden  things 
revealed,  and  wonder  what  is  to  come  next.  There  are  many  things 
in  this  of  which  we  can  boast,  but  they  are  not  so  pniise worthy  that 
we  need  set  so  much  importance  upon  them  to  the  neglict  of  other 
and  more  imjiortant  duties.  They  are  mechanical  contrivances  of 
great  value,  but  morally  what  does  it  amount  to  that  we  have  compli- 
cated and  intricate  machinery,  and  the  workmen  on  the  Temjde  had 
them  not  ?  It  would  be  folly  to  assume  that  we  are  mentally  better 
than  the  Greeks  and  Romans  because  we  ctm  tidk  to  each  other  while 
miles  apart,  and  they  could  not.  The  mysteries  of  invention  and 
triumph  of  skiU  have  produced  contrivances  whereby  labor  is  made 
easier  and  apparel  cht*aj)er.  The  tel(»ph<me  is  useful ;  the  electric 
light  brings  night  into  day  ;  the  Atlantic  cable  enables  nations  to  con- 
verse, but  have  all  these  made  men  any  better  V  Has  complex  ma- 
chinery been  an  incteiitive  to  virtue  ?  Has  the  electric  light  <lispelled 
the  darkn(?ss  of  hypocrisy  and  dect?it?  Have  the  great  telegraph  cables 
cleared  us  of  seltishiieKs  and  cant  V 

In  your  hearts,  my  brethren,  these  (juestions  are  all  answered  in 
the  negative.  These  things,  then,  are  not  of  the  greatest  signitictince. 
Let  us  look  to  it,  lest  we  forget  the  high  and  holy  obligations  we  owe 
to  each  other  to  rnirselves  and  to  posterity.  Remember  that  the  gen- 
uine test  is  the  nol)ility  of  our  manhood,  the  elfnrt  we  make  for  the 
elevation  of  our  kind,  the  beauty  of  what  we  teach  and  practice,  the 
purity  and  uprightness  of  our  lives,  seeking  to  inculcate  tne  true  prin- 
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ciples  of  faith,  hope  and  charity,  raising  men  to  a  higher  and  nobler 
Hfe. 

In  consequence  of  the  burthen  of  debt  resting  upon  this  Grand 
Lodge,  they  allowed  two  years  to  elapse  before  meeting,  and  the  re- 
sult financially  was  such  that  it  resolved  again  to  abstain  from  meet- 
ing until  1884,  that  the  entire  debt  of  the  Grand  Lodge  may  be  wiped 
out.  Its  receipts  are  adequate  for  its  expenses,  and  in  future  there 
will  be  no  debt  to  disturb. 

Bro.  Bruce  Carr  was  elected  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  and  William  H. 
Smythe,  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

Bro.  William  Commons  made  the  report  on  Correspondence,  re- 
vie^'ing,  among  others,  Alabama  for  1880.  He  does  not  like  the  pub- 
lication of  so  many  deciHions  which  having  been  so  often  **  decided 
ought  to  be  as  familiar  with  Masons  as  household  words." 

IOWA. 

Thirty-ninth  Annual  Communication  was  held  on  6th  June,  1882. 
M.  W.  Grand  Master  George  B.  Van  Saun  presided  over  representa- 
tives from  319  Lodges. 

The  M.  W.  G.  Master  delivered  an  exceedingly  business  like  address 

in  which  many  2)oint8  of  interest  arc  discussed.    Among  them  is  the 

question  which  troubles  Grand  Lodges  occasionally  as  to  the  proper 

treatment  for  non-affiliation.     On  this  subject  he  says  : 

So  many  writers  on  masonic  subjects  have  had  their  say  as  to  the 
cure  for  this  prevalent  malady,  that  it  would  seem  somewhat  presump- 
tuous for  me  to  utter  one  word  in  relation  thereto,  and  yet  I  cannot 
forego  the  privilege  of  saying  a  few  words.  Thes^  ^Titers,  or  doctors, 
dififer  materially  in  their  views,  and  none  of  them  have  as  yet  pre- 
scribed a  sure  remedy.  It  wouhl  therefore  be  egotistical  for  me  to 
attempt  to  give  a  panacea  for  this  ^^ide-spread  disease,  neither  shall 
or  can  I  do  so,  but  N^ill  place  myself  on  the  record  so  I  will  not  be 
misunderstf)od.  I  accept  the  truth,  once  a  Mason  always  a  Mason, 
until  by  due  trial  a  brother,  for  some  overt,  unmasonic  act,  is  suspen- 
ded or  expelled  by  a  lodge.  We  enter  the  lodge  by  our  own  voluntary 
act  and  petition,  and  I  can  see  no  crime  committed  shoidd  we  with- 
draw therefrom.  The  more  legislation  we  have  upon  this  subject  to 
enforce  affiliation,  judging  from  the  reports  of  our  sister  Grand 
Lodges  who  legislate  that  way,  the  more  idarming  the  disease  appa- 
rently becomes.  I  would  therefore  recommend,  as  a  partial  remedy 
at  least,  that  we  treat  our  non-affiliated  brethren  not  as  outcasts,  but 
as  men  and  Masons,  niiike  our  lodge-rooms  pleasant  and  attractive, 
our  ceremonies  interesting  and  instructive,  extending  to  them  a  fra- 
ternal greeting  and  a  brotherly  welcome,  and  by  our  own  correct 
living  and  doing,  so  draw  them  to  us  that  they  will  be  obliged,  by 
their  own  volition,  to  become  again  united,  living,  active  members  of 
our  order. 

In  this  jurisdiction  we  think  we  enter  a  lodge  by  onr  Yolmitary  act 
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and   should  be  permitted  to  withdraw   whenever  we   ^-iflh.     Why 
Bhotild  a  Omnd  Lod^e  ^^'i8h  enforced   obedience?  voluntarj^  member- 
ship may  be  active  and  zealous,  but  when  involuntary',  unwillinj^,  and 
sluggish— "for  where  the  treasure  is  there  \\-ill  the  heart  be  also." 
How  true  are  these  his  words  : 

The  decisions  of  Grand  Masters  in  the  same  jurisdiction  are  often- 
times verj"  conflicting  ;  they  are  referred  to  committees,  whose  re- 
ports are  generally  adopted,  and  are  thus  apparently  engnifted  in  the 
law,  whereby  they  become  a  source  of  vexation  and  confusion  among 
the  brethren. 

This  he  assigns  as  his  reason  for  not  giving  his  decisions  in  his 
address. 

We  commend  the  cimclusion  of  this  address  to  the  careful  c<msid- 
eratiou  of  <rvery  msistm. 

What  has  already  been  said  would  be  of  but  little  account  tlid  I  not 
call  your  particular  attention  to  a  few  of  the  enemies  of  our  beloved 
institution,  viz,  intemperance,  i)rofanity,  and  licentiousness,  and 
thus  warn  you,  my  bretliren,  and,  througii  you,  ev(;r>'  brother  in  this 
noble  State  of  Iowa,  against  the  evils  of  these  insidit>us  foes.  Let  us 
be  watchful,  and  warn  in  time  our  brethren  who  mav  be  addicted  to 
these  vices,  that  they  may  ward  off  api)roaching  dainger,  \*'ithstand- 
ing  temptation,  and  thus  not  bring  disgrace  upon  themselves  nor 
contumely  ui)on  our  order.  Let  us  be  diligent,  prudent,  temperate, 
and  discreet  in  all  things,  practiug  always,  at  home,  abroad,  ever>'- 
where,  those  noble  tenets  of  our  profossion,  brothfrly  love,  rfli»*f, 
and  truth,  thus  characterizing  and  designating  ourselves  as  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons. 

Mileage  will  not  be  paid  to  delegates  for  the  next  three  years — by 
way  of  experiment. 

The  increase  during  the  year  in  membership  was  over  nine  hun- 
dred.    Working  Lodges  383. 

Brother  Van  Saun  was  re-elected  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
T.  S.  Pars-in,  Grand  Secretary'. 

Bro.  Parvin,  a  writer  both  forcible  and  fluent,  presented  the  report 
on  correspondence.  He  gives  Alabama  (piite  an  extended  notice  and 
compliments  your  late  chainnan  ver>'  highly.  He  congratulates  the 
craft  upon  the  happy  settlement  of  many  questicms  which  have  here- 
tofore agitate<i  them,  and  hopes  through  the  influence  of  these  rejmrts 
that  all  open  <|uestions  will  soon  be  settled  and  entire  harmony  pre- 
vail. Of  one  which  has  trouV)led  our  jurisdicti(m.  New  York,  and 
perhaps  others,  and  which  may  trouble  all  Grand  Lodges,  he  says 
well— as  we  extract.  In  Alabama  no  nominations  are  allowed,  and  it 
is  held  unmasonic  to  electioneer  for  ofla(!e. 

Tliere  seems  to  be  im  undermining  of  the  "strong  grip"  which  in 
the  past  L'ave  much  stability  to  our  legislation,  by  the  following  of  the 
too  popiuar  ourrent  of  **  rotation  in  office,"  and  the  election  each 
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year  of  a  new  Grand  Master.  Experience,  observation,  and  reading 
of  the  annual  proceedings,,  convinces  us  that  the  practice  is  most  del- 
eterious and  fatal  to  ^{ood  govenmiont  and  enlightened  and  consistent 
legislation.  Change,  everlasting  change,  may  do  somewhere,  but  it 
should  have  no  phico  in  Masonrj'.  The  evils  arising  from  the  **  in- 
troduction of  strangers  among  the  workmen,"  from  tne  ephemeral  in- 
stitutions of  the  day,  in  which  fretjuent  and  constant  change  of  the 
officiiil  headship  is  a  part  of  their  organic  law,  is  working  great  and 
widespread  mischief  among  our  Bodies,  Grand  and  Subordinate. 
The  love  of  office,  or  rather  the  mode  of  seeking  it,  is  the  root,  if  not 
of  all,  of  manv,  of  the  evils  which  beset  the  institution.  A  svstem  of 
tledUmcerlug  has  crept  in,  and  to  some  extent  obtained  a  foothold  in 
our  Grand  and  even  nntioiutl  bodies,  which,  if  not  checked,  i^ill  surely 
overthrow  some  of  those  organizations.  The  bringing  of  trained  co- 
horts, with  tickets  written  and  printed,  and  their  public  and  unblush- 
ing distribution  upon  the  floor,  to  the  ignoring  even  of  the  tellers, 
officially  appointed  to  distribute  blanks,  has,  as  we  have  repeatedly 
read  in  the  rei)orts  on  correspondence  found  on  the  shelves  of  the 
librarj%  been  done  in  a  body  where,  of  all  others,  sucl>  scandtdous 
proceedings  should  have  been  indignantly  frowned  upon  and  pun- 
ished. But  successful  candidates  do  not  usually  degrade  their  tools 
in  the  accomplishment  of  unholy  ends.  Such  means,  as  might  be 
expected,  oftentimes  result  in  the  selection  of  the  ignomnt,  rather 
than  the  learned  in  the  historj',  laws,  and  usages  of  the  craft ;  of  the 
haughty  and  overbearing,  rather  than  the  true  and  courteous  brother  ; 
of  him  who,  when  candidating,  can  be  all  smiles  and  hypocrisy,  but 
when  ele<;ted  and  installed  soon  shows  his  true  nature  as  an  over- 
bearing tyrant  and  persecutor.  No  institution  can  thrive  and  pros- 
per under  such  an  administration.  The  removal  of  the  curse  must 
begin  at  the  beginning — make  the  source  j)ure,  and  the  fountain  will 
send  forth  healthy  water  for  the  healing  of  the  nations  wherever  dis- 
persed. 

Deeply  as  we  sympathise  with  him  in  his  distress,  one  can  readily 
conceive  that  watching  by  the  bedside  of  a  stricken  member  of  one's 
family  cannot  c<mtribute  to  the  improvement  of  a  report.  We  cannot 
follow  this  interesting  report  fjirther,  but  if  we  had  time  we  would 
linger  long  with  so  pleasant  a  writer. 

KANSAS. 

M.  W.  William  Cowgill,  Grand  Master,  opened  in  ample  form  the 
Twenty-sixth  Annual  Communicatic^n  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  with  rep- 
resentatives from  120  Lodges  present. 

There  are  in  this  jurisdiction  208  Lodges,  with  a  membership  of 
9,085,  or  with  an  average  of  over  44  to  each  Lodge,  and  showing  a 
gain  during  the  year  of  079. 

The  Grand  Master  recommended  official  visitations  to  the  several 
Lodges,  and  urged  the  CJrand  Lodge  to  make  some  provision  to  that 
end.  He  assigns  many  very  good  reasons  why  it  would  be  useful  and 
beneficial,  and  indeed  almost  necessary. 
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He  recommended  the  cancellation  of  the  dimit  when  a  brother  shall 
have  affiliated  with  any  of  the  Lodgea,  and  stated  that  he  was  satisfied 
that  a  brother  expelled  for  a  Masonic  offense  had  obtained  possession 
of  his  old  dimit  and  was  then  with  a  certificate  of  good  standing  in  his 
keeping.  We  think  the  recommendation  a  good  one,  for  the  same 
might  occur  in  any  jurisdiction. 

The  caution  given  below  to  our  brethren  of  Kansas  may,  with 
equal  propriety,  be  given  to  those  of  every  other  jurisdiction,  hence 
we  quote  : 

I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  our  Lodges  to  a  class  of  Masons, 
J  found  in  almost  every  community,  who  claim  to  be  members  of 
'  Lodges  in  good  standing  in  other  jurisdictions.  These  Masons  visit 
our  Lodges  some  times  for  years,  and  when  asked  to  get  their  dimits, 
and  put  in  their  petition  for  affiliation,  nearly  always  have  some  ex- 
cuse. I  have  had  experience  with  two  of  this  kind  during  the  past 
year.  One  has  been  an  active  worker  in  one  of  our  Lodges  for  seven 
years.  In  fact  he  was  well  instructed  in  our  ritual,  and  the  Lodge 
could  hardly  work  without  him.  When  asked  to  get  his  dimit  and 
affiliate,  he  would  promise  to  do  so,  but  never  did.  When  questioned 
about  his  standing  in  his  Lodge  in  Indiana,  as  was  fre<juently  done, 
he  said  his  brother  was  keeping  his  dues  paid  up,  and  that  he  knew 
he  was  all  right.  Fnally  I  concluded  to  investigate  the  matter,  and 
wrote  to  his  Lodge  to  find  out  his  standing,  and  in  due  time  I  received 
a  reply  saying  he  had  been  expelled  for  unmasonic  conduct  for  years. 
In  tne  other  case  the  party  had  been  visiting  for  eight  or  nine  years, 
and  claimed  to  be  a  life  member  of  a  Lodge  in  Iowa.  AVlien  his  case 
was  investigated  it  was  found  that  he  had  been  suspended  for  twenty- 
five  years.  These  parties  would  probably  again  visit  Lodges  shotdd 
they  move  to  some  other  part  of  the  country.  I  have  no  doubt  but 
what  there  cotild  be  found  many  similar  casen  if  proper  inquiries 
were  made.  Every  Mason  in  good  standing,  who  is  a  member  of  a 
Lodge,  has  the  innerent  right  to  \'i8it  Lodges.  Lodges  have  a  right 
to  demand  proof  of  his  good  standing,  which  is  generally  obtained  by 
the  usual  examination  or  proper  vouching.  In  case  of  examination 
the  **  test  oath  "  is  regarded  as  KatiHfact<^r>'  evidence  of  his  good  stand- 
ing. But  it  appears  that  this  is  not  always  good,  for  in  the  cases  I 
have  mentioned  the  parties  both  took  the  **test  oath."  I  would  re- 
commend that  the  officers  of  our  Lodges  watch  this  class  of  Masons 
closely. 

We  find  the  decisions  of  the  Grand  Master  in  accord  i^dth  the  rules 
in  force  in  Alabama. 

Charters  were  granted  to  19  Lodges  at  this  session. 

Bros.  Wm.  Cowgill  and  John  H.  Bro^-n,  were  severally  elected 
Grand  Master  and  Grand  Secretary. 

Bro.  Brown  made  the  report  on  Correspondence,  the  proceedings  of 
Alabama  for  1880  being  included  in  it.  He  does  not  altogether  agree 
with  the  decisions  of  Grand  Master  Tompkins,  and  is  quite  flattering 
in  his  remarks  of  our  late  Bro.  Beers. 
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KENTUCKY. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Kentucky,  the  land  of  the  **  dark  and  bloody 
ground,"  was  opened  in  ami)lc  form  by  Grand  Master,  W.  Larue 
Thomas,  with  representatives  from  371  chartered  Lodges. 

Total  membership,  14,397  ;  loss  during  the  year,  1,340. 

You  ^-iU  see  that  the  payment  of  mileage  and  per  diem  does  not 
prevent  absence.     The  Grand  Master  tells  you  in  his  address  : 

Rule  9  requires  the  Grand  Master  to  assign  representatives  and 
others  seatw  ;  (Digest  pages  11-15,  122)  define  the  duties  of  Represen- 
tatives. It  is  a  lamentable  fact  that  while  the  Grand  Lodge  pays  its 
members  mileage  to  reach  the  city,  and  per  diem  to  attend  its  sessions 
and  attend  to  the  business  of  the  Craft,  a  largo  proportion  of  all  the 
business  is  transacted  by  less  than  two-thirds  of  the  members,  and 
much  of  it  by  less  than  one-half.  8ec.  11,  Art.  IV.  (p.  15)  of  the 
Constitution  plainly  sUites  that  it  is  only  those  who  are  in  actual 
ATTENDANCE,  and  who  do  not  VACATE  THEIR  SEATS,  wUhout  pennission 
from  the  Grand  Ixxiffe^  who  are  entitled  to  pay,  yet  I  am  not  apprised 
of  any  having  declined  to  receive  pay  on  account  of  absence. 

Brethren,  this  ought  not  to  be  so.  Your  Grand  Master,  having 
promised  to  enforce  the  proWsions  of  the  Constitution,  has,  in  con- 
formity therewith,  caused  the  seat4*  to  l^e  numbered.  You  can  now 
see  who  attend  to  business,  that  thoy  may  not  bear  the  reproach  of 
the  absentees.  The  Grand  Marshal,  and  Deacons,  and  Sword  Bearer, 
and  Pursuivant  will  see  that  the  delegates,  and  no  one  else,  occupy 
their  appropriate  places. 

We  quote  the  fifth  decision  of  the  Grand  Master  w^hich  speaks  for 
itaelf : 

Fifth.  Is  it  necessary  that  there  should  be  seven  Master  Masons 
present,  before  a  lodge  of  Master  Masons  can  be  opened  ?  Of  course 
1  was  compelled  to  decide  this  question  in  the  amrmative,  and  only 
refer  to  it  now  tor  the  purpose  of  salving  to  the  Grand  Lodge  that  the 
law  requiring  seven  Master  Masons  present,  before  a  lodge  can  be 
opened,  is  working  a  very  great  hardshij)  on  many  of  the  country 
lodges.  The  old  law,  only  requiring  three  to  be  present,  seemed  to 
meet  the  views  of  many  lodges  much  better  than  Uie  present  regula- 
tion. A  lodge  with  a  small  membership,  in  the  country  where  the 
membership  is  scattered  over  a  large  territory  cannot  always  secure 
the  attendance  of  seven.  Business  of  importance  may  have  to  be 
neglected  ;  the  lodge  may  hav(j  to  go  by  several  stated  meetings  with- 
out a  (luorum  to  open  and  transfict  the  business.  The  Master,  with 
four  or  five  of  the  leading  spirits  of  the  lodge  may  assemble  time  and 
again,  and  have  to  go  away  without  being  able  t«  transact  any  busi- 
ness, and  thus  the  interests  of  the  craft  suffer.  It  does  seem  that  the 
old  idea  of  **three  or  more,"  wtmld  meet  all  exigencies,  and  produce 
less  dissatisfaction.  As  long  as  the  law  stands  on  the  books,  as  at 
present,  of  course  it  must  be  enforced. 

The  committee  on  Jurisprudence  reported  adversely  but  the  Grand 
Lodge  after  discussion  adopted  the  following  resolution  : 

**  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Grand  Lodge  that  7,  5  and 
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3,  shall  be  the  minimnm  nnmber  to  transact  business  in  the  1st,  2nd, 
and  3rd  degrees  of  Ancient  York  3kLisonrj%  and  that  all  laws,  digests 
and  decisions  in  conflict  here^-ith  are  hereby  annulled." 

This  is  returning  to  the  traditions  of  the  Craft  and  is  in  strict  ac- 
cordance with  what  is  taught  while  taking  these  degrees. 

We  know  that  we  will  be  pardoned  for  copying  so  largely  from  the 
address  in  relation  to  the  Masonic  widows'  and  orphans*  home,  but 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  has  proposed  to  make  some  effort  to 
accomplish  a  like  result,  and  we  know  that  f\ll  our  good  brethren  of 
Alabama  desire  to  know  something  of  this  great  and  glorious  achieve- 
ment of  our  Kentucky  brothers. 

The  Wroows*  and  Orphans'  Home. 

Fifteen  years  ago  a  small  baud  of  Kentucky  Masons  conceived  the 
noble  idea  of  erecting  a  Home  for  the  destitute  widow  and  the  help- 
less orphan.  The  adoption  of  such  an  idea  must  surely  have  emana- 
ted  from  Grod,  for  in  tne  idea  is  embniced  not  only  all  that  is  noble 
and  lovable  in  man,  but  a  high  degree  of  divinity  which  could  only 
proceed  from  the  Infinite.  Man,  through  the  purif^-ing  influence  of 
our  noble  Order,  has  for  centuries  contributed  to  tne  neces-sities  of 
the  destitute.  The  wail  of  distress  coming  from  the  widow,  and  the 
cry  of  want  from  the  ori)han  of  a  deceased  brother,  has  ever  touched 
a  tender  cord  in  the  breast  of  a  true  mason  brother.  This  has  been 
the  great  underlj^g  principle,  the  foundation  stone  of  our  institu- 
tion. Charity  has  been  dispensed,  want  has  been  relieved,  aching 
hearts  have  been  bound  up,  tearful  eyes  have  been  dried  by  the  loving 
acts  of  those  bound  to  each  other  in  the  mystic  tie. 

\S1iile  each  individual  brother  had  been  left  to  distribute  his  own 
alms  or  dispense  his  o^m  charity  in  his  own  quiet  way,  the  Angel  of 
Love  descended  from  heaven  bearing  the  commission  to  those  few 
Kentucky  Masons  to  attempt  to  place  the  teachings  of  our  Order  on  a 
higher  plane,  and  by  a  strong  and  united  effort  concentrate  our  la- 
bors, club  together  our  mites,  join  together  our  hearts  and  hands  in 
the  great  enterprise  whose  ciilmination  has  now  awakened  the  admir- 
ation of  the  civilized  world.  Noble  conception.  When,  in  the  history 
of  our  race,  has  man  received  such  a  commission.  Thanks  be  to 
God,  the  commission  was  sent  to  pure  hearts  and  tender  hands.  It 
was  no  sooner  received  than  acted  upon. 

A  cjill  for  consulttition  was  at  once  issued.  On  the  23d  of  Novem- 
ber, 1866,  a  goodly  number  of  brethren  assembled  at  Masonic  Temple 
in  this  city  and  the  first  steps  were  taken  in  the  organization  of  a  work 
which  is  to-day  not  only  the  beautiful  caj)stone  of  our  Order  in  this 
State,  but  the  crowning  glory  of  Masonrj'  throughout  the  world. 

An  organization  was  effected  and  on  the  15th  of  Januarj%  1867,  acts 
of  incor|)oration  were  granted  by  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky.  After 
the  charter  was  obtained,  an  organization  was  effected  with  Br()ther 
Jeptha  D.  Guthrie — one  of  the  prime  movers  of  the  enterprise — as 
President  of  the  Board.  On  his  retirement.  Brother  T.  L.  Jefferson 
was  chosen  to  fill  the  position,  and  has  been  annually  re-elected  by 
the  Board,  and  at  present  fills  that  arduous  and  importAut  trust. 
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Upon  the  organization  of  the  first  Board,  the  members  went  zeal- 
onslv  to  work  to  raise  the  means  for  its  estabhshment.  The  fact  that 
snch  an  eatorpnso  was  on  fo  >t  had  gone  forth,  and  many  an  abode  of 
sorrow  and  penmy  was  gladdened,  and  many  a  poor  widowed  heart 
breathed  prayers  of  thankfulness  that  her  husband  had  belonged  to 
an  Order  that  would  not  let  her  little  helpless  ori)hans  starve. 

As  an  auxiliary  to  the  efforts  of  the  Board,  a  band  of  noble  women 
organized  themselves  into  a  society— styled  the  Ladies'  Masonic  Aid 
Society— and  duriDg  the  entire  history  of  the  Home,  by  their  self- 
saciificing  and  devoted  labors  in  this  direction,  added  some  twelve 
thousand  dollars  to  the  building  fund  of  the  institution. 

Our  lamented  brother,  the  late  Thomas  T.  Shreve — who  died  soon 
aft^r  the  corner  stone  of  the  building  was  laid — had  donated  a  beauti- 
ful piece  of  ground,  on  which  the  Home  now  stands,  in  the  southern 
suburbs  of  the  city  of  Louisville,  and  on  the  llHh  of  October,  1869, 
the  corner  stone  was  laid  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Sttite. 

Od  the  1st  day  of  April,  1870,  the  contmct  for  the  excavation  was 
closed,  and  on  the  l*2tn  of  the  same  month  a  contract  was  entered  into 
for  the  masonry  of  the  foundation.  On  the  5th  of  May  following  the 
contract  to  furnish  the  materials  and  complete  the  north  wing  of  the 
Home  was  closed  for  the  sum  of  $29,(H)0.  This,  together  vrith  the  cost 
of  excavations  and  foundations,  made  the  cost  of  the  wing,  when  fin- 
ished re4uly  for  occupancy,  $32,742.05. 

The  summer  and  fall  of  1870  was  occupied  in  building,  and  towanls 
the  spring  of  1871  ofticers  of  the  Home  were  appointed,  and  the  fur- 
nishing of  the  house  commenced.  On  the  7th  of  April,  1871,  the 
Home  was  opened  for  the  recei)tion  of  beneficiaries,  and  on  the  23d 
of  May  following  the  first  beneficiary  was  admitted  to  the  Home,  and 
during  that  year,  twenty-seven  were  admitted,  and  during  the  year 
1872,  thirty  more. 

On  the  2d  of  June,  1875,  the  central  building — which,  during  the 
foregoing  season  had  been  pai-tially  completed  and  put  under  roof — 
was  destroyed  by  a  terrific  hurricane  ;  but  we  have  great  reason  to  be 
thankful  that  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  adjoining  north  wing 
of  the  building  was  occupied  by  some  120  inmates,  mostly  children, 
not  one  of  Ihem  was  injured  by  the  disaster.  This  misfortune  occa- 
sioned a  loss  of  some  $25,(XX)  besides  the  delav  in  its  construction. 
This  calamity  only  nerved  its  friends  to  a  greater  and  more  zealous  in- 
terest in  its  behalf,  and  they  set  themselves  to  work  more  diligently 
to  repair  the  loss. 

A  contract  was  entered  into  at  once  for  its  reconstruction,  and  be- 
fore the  close  of  the  year  a  most  substantial  and  splendidly  built  edi- 
fice, unfinished,  but  under  roof,  occupied  the  i)lace  of  the  one  de- 
stroyed by  the  storm  ;  and  during  the  following  ye^ir  that,  together 
with  the  south  wing,  was  finished  in  the  most  substantial  and  com- 
plete manner  ;  and  on  the  assembling  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  Octo- 
ber, 187G,  it  was  dedicated  by  that  body  with  the  imposing  and  beau- 
tiful ceremonies  of  our  Order. 

At  the  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  1876,  a  proposition  was  sub- 
mitted and  carried  to  call  on  the  membership  to  vote  in  their  respect- 
ive Lodges  a  contribution  of  $1  annually,  for  five  years,  to  aid  in  the 
completion  of  the  Home,  and  add  to  the  Endowment  Fund  for  the 
support  of  the  beneficiaries.  The  majority  of  those  voting  generously 
cast  their  vot«  in  favor  of  the  i)rop()sition.     At  the  next  meeting  of 
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the  Grand  Lodge,  in  October,  1877,  the  Home  receiyed  of  this  assess- 
ment $17,417  ;  at  the  meeting  in  1878,  $17,8()1  ;  in  1871),  $15,986 ;  in 
1880,  $16,493.  Of  this  sum,  some  $27,000  was  paid  back  to  the  En- 
dowment Fund  for  money  borrowed  to  cover  the  loss  sustained  by  the 
destruction  of  the  central  loortion  of  the  buildinj:;  in  June,  1875.  "  The 
balance  was  applied  to  the  completion  of  the  interior  of  that  and  the 
southern  wing.  Whatever  may  accrue  from  the  assessment  of  the 
present  year,  will  belong  exclusively  to  the  Endowment  Fund — the 
income  of  which  only  is  used  for  the  support  of  the  Home.  If  the 
brethren  will  carefully  examine  the  financitU  condition  of  the  Home 
in  the  printed  report,  they  will  discover  that  the  interest  arising  from 
the  Endowment  Fund  amounts  to  but  little  more  than  half  the  an- 
nual exj^enses  of  the  Home,  and  these  expenses  are  upon  a  scale  of 
the  strictest  economy.  No  salarj*  is  paid  to  any  one  but>the  superin- 
tendent, matron  and  teachers  at  the  Home  ;  and,  although  the  em- 
ployes in  these  departments  possess  high  qualilicatious  for  the  posi- 
tions they  fill,  yet  the  compensation  paid  to  them  is  fai  below  that 
paid  to  such  employes  in  almost  any  other  public  institution  in  our 
land.  Theirs  is  more  a  labor  of  love  than  of  dollars  and  cents.  The 
large  number  of  inmates  at  the  Home,  about  160,  must  be  fed  and  * 
clothed  and  warmed  and  properly  cared  for. 

And  it  may  be  asked  how  this  can  be  done  upon  the  income  arising 
from  the  Endowment  Fund  ?  The  answer  is,  that  it  could  not,  but 
for  the  constiint  and  uniting  efforts  of  its  friends,  who  »ire  ever  vigi- 
lant in  their  labors  to  secure  the  means  needed  and  keep  the  blessed 
Home  free  from  debt. 

Some  years  ago  the  Grand  Lodge  set  apart  the  24th  of  June  to  be 
observed  by  the  Fraternity  throughout  the  State  in  the  interest  of  the 
Home,  and  the  funds  thus  raised  to  be  applied  to  the  support  of  the 
inmates.  This  recommendation  of  the  Grand  Lodge  seems,  in  a  great 
measure,  to  have  been  forgotten,  except  by  the  Lcxlges  of  the  city  of 
Louisville,  who,  with  their  accustomed  ze»d  and  energy,  have  faith- 
fully carried  out  the  recommendation  of  the  Grand*  Lodge— thus 
adding  many  dollars  to  the  support  of  the  institution. 

I  have  endeaved,  my  brethren,  in  a  small  amount  of  space,  to 
bring  before  your  attention  the  interests  of  the  Home.  Much  more 
could  be  said.  You  have  by  your  generous  contributions  completed 
the  building,  furnished  a  small  portion  of  it,  and  created  an  Endow- 
ment Fund  which,  by  the  most  careful  management,  will  only  yield 
half  enough  to  su])port  the  present  inmates.  The  (question  is  'with 
you.  The  Board  of  Directors  have  not  only  given  their  labor  of  love, 
but  are  among  the  hirgest  ccmtnbutors  to  the  institution.  Something 
must  be  done.  The  eyes  of  your  br<?thren  throughout  the  world  are 
upon  you.  You  cannot  go  backward.  You  cannot  stand  still.  Up- 
ward and  onward  must  be  your  crj'.  The  cry  of  the  or])han  is  still 
heard  in  our  midst  ;  the  distress  of  the  widow  is  still  abroad  in  our 
land  ;  the  eye  of  the  deceased  brother  is  still  looking  down  upon  us 
from  his  far  away  home.  Oh,  my  brethren,  can  you  resist  their  ap- 
peals? You  have  never  faltered  yet.  Now,  when  so  near  the  coveted 
spot,  with  our  eyes  just  beholding  the  bright  and  beautiful  consum- 
mation ot  our  supplications  and  prayers,  with  the  light  of  a  new  day 
just  dawning  upon  us,  can  we  hesitate,  can  we  pause?  I  know  Ken- 
tuckv  Masons  well  enough  to  answer  for  them. 

You  will  be  asked,  my  brethren,  for  some  additional  legislation  for 
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the  benefit  of  the  Home  during  your  present  sesRion,  and  I  bespeak 
for  it  that  careful  and  prayerful  consicieration  to  which  it  is  justly  en- 
tiUed. 

William  H.  Meflfert  wtis  elected  (fraud  Master. 

Hiram  Bassett,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  very  distinguished  Masonic  ^Titer,  Bro.  Robert  Morris,  pre- 
sented the  report  on  jCorresp^ndence,  giving  Alabama  a  fair  share  of 
his  attention.     Of  Bro.  Beers,  he  says  : 

The  report  on  Foreign  Corresjiondence  is  from  the  practiced  pen  of 
Bro.  Oliver  S.  Beers,  and  covers  KJO  pages.  C'ompanng  such  a  docu- 
ment with  the  brief  and  jejune  papers  of  thirty  years  since,  this  re- 
view of  tifty-one  (Irand  Lodges,  weighing  disputed  (questions,  culling 
eloquent  x>assiiges,  suggesting  harmony  to  contending  parties,  and 
mellowing  all  ^^-ith  the  salt  of  decent  mirth«  is  one  of  the  most  reada- 
ble papers  in  the  literature  of  Freemasonry.  Bro.  Beers  gives  some 
eight  ])ages  to  Kentucky,  quoting  largely  from  Bro.  Pettit's  address  of 
18H9,  and  copying  with  approval  most  of  his  decisions.  His  refer- 
ences to  your  Chairman  are  genial  and  call  for  a  grateful  acknowledg- 
ment. 

Bear  'with  us,  my  brethren,  while  we  quote  from  this  report  upon 
the  degrading  practice  of  taking  the  name  (that  name  that  should 
never  be  mentioned  save  with  reverence)  of  our  maker  in  vain  : 

WTiile  business  men  are  profane — while  Past  Grand  Masters  roll  the 
Divine  name  over  their  tongues  ^-ith  horrid  looseness — while  High 
Priests,  dressed  in  ofiicitd  robes  and  sux)porting  mitres  whereupon 
glitters  the  incsflFable  name,  defile  the  epithets  of  God — while  our 
story-tellers  paint  up  their  anecdotes  witii  irreverence,  we  can  only 
ask,"  "  what  are  you  going  to  do  about  it  ?*'  **  For  swearing  the  land 
moumeth."  Never  whs  the  horrid  vice  so  prevalent  as  now.  Magis- 
trates, judges,  nay,  ministers  of  religion  hear  it  in  all  public  gather- 
ings, and  the  sound  thereof  is  unheeded.  The  ear  has  become  dead- 
ened to  it  from  over  use.  Your  Chairman  begs  leave  to  present  a  few 
lines  through  which  he  has  often  attempted  to  inculcate  the  prime 
duty  of  reverence  to  God. 

THE    LETTEB  O. 

That  NAME !  I  learned  it  at  a  mother's  knee. 
When  looking  up,  the  fond  and  tearful  face 
Beaming  ui)on  my  eves  so  tenderly, 
She  prayed  that  God  her  little  son  would  bless  ! 

That  NAME  !  I  spoke  it  when  I  entered  here 
And  bowed  the  knee  as  each  Freemason  must ; 
From  my  heart's  center  with  sincerity, 
I  s*ud,  **  In  Gf>D,  in  God  is  all  my  trust !" 

That  NAME !  I  saw  it  o'er  the  Master's  chair, 
"  The  hierogl\i)hic  bright,"  and  bending  low 
Paid  solemn  homage  at  the  emblem  there. 
That  speaks  of  God,  before  whom  all  must  bow  ! 
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That  NAME  !  in  silence  I  invoked  its  power 
When  dHngers  thickened  and  when  death  was  nigh 
In  solemn  awe  I  felt  the  death-clouds  lower 
And  whispere<l,  **  God  be  ^ith  me  if  I  die  !" 

That  NAME  !  the  last  npon  our  faltering  tongue, 
Ere  death  shall  still  it,  it  shall  surely  be 
The  PASS- WORD  to  the  high  celestial  throng, 
Whose  Lord  is  (Jod  in  truth  and  majesty  I 

That  NAME  then  Brothers  always  gently  speak ! 
Before  your  father's,  mother's  name  revered  ; 
Such  blessings  from  His  gracious  hand  we  take  ! 
Oh,  be  His  honor  to  our  souls  endeared ! 

We  cannot  pursue  further  this  interesting  report  "clc/  veterano 
Robert  Monis." 

LOUISIANA. 

We  have  the  proceedings  of  the  Sixty-ninth  Annual  Communication  of 
this  Gnmd  Lodge  before  us,  which  was  opened  in  ample  form  on  the 
13th  February,  1882,  by  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Wm.  R.  Whitaker, 
whose  portrait  graces  them,  and  with  representatives  from  a  sufficient 
number  of  Lodges. 

The  Grand  Master  reports  **  a  general,  though  not  a  very  marked 
change  for  the  better  in  the  condition  of  Freemasonry  "  there. 

He  thinks  **  the  Lodges  of  instmction  are  not  ser\-ing  their  intended 
purpose." 

The  Grand  Master  enforced  the  edict  of  the  Grand  Lodge  forbidding 
the  joint  occupancy  of  any  Hall  by  a  Masonic  Ijodge  and  any  other 
body,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  adopted  the  folio >*-ing  resolution  recom- 
mended by  the  committee  to  whom  that  portion  of  his  address  was 
referred,  but  not  until  after  considerable  discussion  : 

Whereas,  The  direct  accommodation  offered  by  the  Grand  Lodge 
to  Lotl^es  meeting  in  this  city,  are  incommensurate  to  their  needs, 
and  which  fact  is  also  ap])licable  to  many  districts  in  the  country, 
and  in  order  to  pt- rpetuate  the  life  of  many  of  the  most  useful  Lodges 
now  in  the  category'  named,  be  it 

]{«stflr'd.  That  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Grand  Lodge  that  M.  W.  Grand 
Master  exercise  a  proper  latitude  and  tliscretion  in  the  matter,  as 
cases  for  his  interjKisition  may  arise. 

The  finances  of  the  Grand  Lodge  appear  to  be  in  a  very  managea- 
ble condition. 

The  Gnmd  Master  during  the  yeiir  requested  the  representatives 
from  the  several  Lodges  and  the  various  officers  of  the  Grand  Lo<lge, 
to  wear  the  appropriate  jewel  of  their  office  when  attending  the  Gniud 
Lodge,  and  the  committee  to  whom  this  portion  of  his  address  was 
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referred,  made  the  following  report.  Both  report  and  resolution  was 
adopted.  We  would  like  to  see  the  same  enforced  in  thlH  jurisdiction. 
(^nere. — Is  a  Lod^e  held  during  the  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge  whose 
Master  and  Wardens  arc  in  attenilance  by  proxy  a  legal  Lodge? 

Your  Special  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  that  portion  of  the 
address  of  the  M.  W.  (xrand  Master  recommending  that  representa- 
tives or  delegates  of  Lodges,  District  Deputy  Grand  Mtisters,  and 
members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  wear  their  respective  jewels  when  in 
attendance  at  the  Annual  Grand  Convocations  of  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Lodge,  respectfully  roi)ort : 

That  so  far  as  your  Committee  c^n  ascertain,  this  is  a  general  re- 
quirement in  both  the  Grand  Lodgers  of  America  and  Euroy)e,  and  for 
near  forty  years  was  the  usage  of  this  Grand  Lodge.  The  exception 
to  this  rul(!  in  America  is,  perhaps  in  three  Grand  Lodges  in  the 
Southwest  (cnir  own  included).  Thjit  it  would  jwld  much  to  the  ap- 
pearance of  of  this  assembly,  and  contribute  to  it«  convenience,  there 
can  be  no  doubt.  The  bringing  with  them  of  the  j<?wels  of  the  office 
which  a  member  represents  (or  if  preferred,  to  procure  one  here 
temporarily),  would  })rove  a  very  little  inconv(»nience  to  the  officer  or 
delegate.  And  on  the  ])rinci])le  **that  anything  worth  doing,  is 
worth  doing  well,"  your  Committee  have  no  hesitation  in  approving 
this  recommendation  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Miiater,  believing,  as  they 
do,  that  the  going  back  to  the  old  ways  of  the  Craft,  one  almost  uni- 
versidly  recognized  and  })racticed,  will  tend  to  the  pleasure  and  wel- 
fare of  the  Craft  and  the  Grand  Lodge  in  Louisiana. 

At  this  communication  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Colon  and  the  Island  of 
Cuba  was  recognized  uiid  also  th«'  (rrand  Lodge  of  S[)ain. 

Bro.  Whitaker  was  re-elected  M.  W.  (iraind  Master,  ami  Bro.  'Lmies 
C.  Biit<;hek>r,  Grand  Secretarj'. 

Bro.  John  G.  Fleming,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Correspond- 
ence presented  the  report,  which  is  exceedingly  lengthy  and  no  less 
interesting.  We  tind  Alabama  for  18H()  reviewed.  He  differs  from 
the  3  ruling  of  our  Grand  Master  Tompkins  as  to  the  right  to  recon- 
sider a  ballot,  and  thinks  *' when  a  candidate  has  once  been  legally 
rejected,  reconsideration  is  out  of  the  question,  or  should  be  to  some 
future  time." 

We  confess  ourselves  somewhat  suq)rised  to  find  him  enunciating 
the  doctrine  that  the  practice  of  polygamy  should  not  be  forbidden 
by  a  Grand  Master,  because  Masonry  should  not  notice  creeds  or  re- 
hgious  opinions.  He  thinks  these  questions  had  best  be  left  alone  by 
the  Fraternity. 

He  says  perhaps  the  most  dangerous  e^il  with  which  our  Fraternity 
has  to  contend  is  probably  the  increase  in  numbers  of  those  sus- 
pended for  non-payment  of  dues,  and  thinks  it  must  "contend 
wisely,  or  else  look  upon  a  hand-writing  similar  to  that  mysterious 
inscription  once  seen  in  Babylon." 

We  ourselves  have  laughed  so  often  at  the  objection  to  crank-sided 
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seals  that  we  can't  h^p  coi)ying  his  remarks  on  the  subject,  when  we 
so  often  loose  sight  of  the  substance  while  chtising  the  shadow. 

Pardon  may  be  granted  ns  for  sho^^ing  our  respt^cts  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Chartered  Lodges,  Bro.  Whitaker,  of  this  Jurisdiction,  and 
other  Masonic  >Miters  as  well,  have  paid  their  respects  to  the  commit- 
tee in  question,  by  calling  attention  to  some  peculiar  things  in  its  re- 
ports. The  committee  has  for  some  years  had  much  difficulty  in  edu- 
cating the  Secretaries  to  affix  the  seal  of  the  Lodge  in  proper  manner 
to  their  returns,  or  reports  to  the  Grand  Lodge.  Two  items  of  their 
report,  as  per  last  veiir's  proceedings  are  submitted  : 

"Cold  Water  No.  148.-  Seal  crank-sided  and  illegible." 

**  Sumter  No.  166. — Name  not  indorsed  on  the  back,  seal  crank- 
sided." 

The  writer  of  this  has  been  a  practical  mechanic  nearly  forty  years, 
but  is  willing  to  confess  that  he  don't  know  what  "crank-sided" 
means  when  applied  to  the  manner  of  affixing  a  seal,  nor  how  it  can 
be  said  to  be  crank-sided,  or  right-sided,  or  left-sided,  if  it  be  illegi- 
ble. The  writer  has  seen  a  good  many  cranks,  but  this  is  4oo  cran^ 
a  puzzle  for  him.  * 

MAINE. 

On  the  2nd  May,  1882,  was  held  the  Sixty-Third  Annual  Communi- 
cation of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Maine,  under  the  direction  of  M.  W. 
Bro.  ^larquis  F.  King,  Grand  Master,  there  being  represented  169 
subordinates. 

Total  number  of  chartered  Lodges  181,  with  a  membership  of  18,991. 
During  the  year  there  was  a  gain  of  302,  suspensions  N.  P.  D.  reach- 
ing the  full  measure  of  357. 

We  quote  from  the  Grand  Master's  address  : 

In  answer  to  the  question,  "Can  a  mason,  by  stating  to  the  Master 
of  his  lodge,  that  he  objects  to  sitting  with  a  Brt>ther  not  a  member, 
prevent  the  Brother's  visiting  the  lodge  until  the  objection  is  with- 
drawn ?"    I  have  answered,  no. 

Visiting  lo«lges  is  more  than  a  mere  masonic  privilege  ;  it  is  a  right 
clearly  recognized  in  the  Ancient  ('harges  and  Regulations,  as  well  as 
in  our  own  Constitution.  This  right  is,  however,  made  subordinate 
to  the  right  of  a  member  in  his  own  lodge.  "  A  visitor  cannot  unseat 
a  member."  Objections  must  be  made  before  the  lodge  is  opened,  or 
prior  to  the  intrtMluction  of  the  Wsitor  ;  they  may  be  made,  privately 
or  otherwise,  to  the  Master,  who  thereupon  must  deny  the  visitor  the 
pri>'ilege  of  a  seat  whilst  the  objecting  member  is  present,  and  no 
longer.  Should  a  member,  by  re«ison  of  tardiness,  become  obliged  to 
ask  of  the  Master  the  pri>'ilege  of  a  sear  for  himself,  he  cannot  dis- 
turb his  lodge  by  unseating  any  who  have  been  made  welcome  prior 
to  his  admittance. 

This  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  and  the  re- 
port we  ^^ill  have  next   year.     We  have  no  doubt,  however,  that  our 

•Almost  any  Dlctlunnry  would  have  pnllgbiened  the  learned  Reporter  of  IjOU- 
Islana  upon  the  meaning  of  the  word  Cmnk,  and  particularly  Worcester's  large 
and  unabridged  i>lctlODar>'.— Saybb,  g.  Sec. 
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distingnislied  brethren  will  indorse  the  position  of  their  Grand  Mas- 
ter.    Again  her  says  : 

The  subject  of  jurisdiction,  lonj^  a  troublesome  and  vexalious  ques- 
tion, seems  at  last  to  be  settled  on  this  continent,  upon  a  reasonably 
satisfactory  basis  ;  but  I  wish  to  enter  my  prot^ist  to  the  doctrine  of 
perpetual  jurisdiction.  If  rejection  were  proof  that  a  candidate  was 
an  unworthy  man  and  could  never  reform,  or  that  he  was  still  resid- 
ing within  their  jurisdiction,  it  would  be  well  ;  but  as  it  is,  there 
seem  more  difficulties  in  the  way  of  a  man  who  has  been  rejected  in 
another  jurisdiction  being  made  a  mason,  than  there  is  in  an  expelled 
mason's  being  restored.  There  should  be  some  correspondence  be- 
tween thf  punishment  and  the  crime. 

And  although  this  perjjetual  jurisdiction  is  the  view  entertained 
and  acted  on  here  in  Alabama,  yet  we  are  vey  much  inclined  to  the 
above  view.  The  question  is  one,  however,  which  we  have  not  ex- 
amined, and  the  committee  to  whom  referred  reported  against  any 
change. 

In  Maine  Lodges  are  **  allowed  to  occupy  halls  with  other  associa- 
tions, provided  the  District  Deputy  of  the  District  first  personally 
inspects,  and,  in  writing,  apj)roves  the  occupation."  In  this  there 
seems  to  be  some  common  sense.  We  could  never  fully  cl^mprehend 
why  other  associations  as  well  as  masons  might  not  meet  in  the  same 
hall,  provided,  always,  that  the  objects  of  the  two  wore  similar. 

Bros.  Marijuis  F.  King  and  Ira.  Berry  were  severtdly  elected  Grand 
Master  and  Grand  Secretary. 

Broth  A  Josiah  H.  Drummond  presented  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  correspondence,  covering  2G2  pages  with  closely  jmnted,  inter- 
esting matter. 

In  re>'iewing  Alabama  for  1881,  after  quoting  the  12th  decision  of 

Grand  Master  Tompkins,  which  sbites  **  that  the  Secretary  of  a  Lodge 

should  not  receive  from  a  member  who  is  indebted  to  the  Lodge  for 

two  yeiirs  dues  without  the  consent  of  the  Lodge  a  part  of  his  dues," 

Ac.,  &c.,  the  committee  says  : 

We  understand  that  the  one  first  quoted  depends  upon  the  provi- 
sion of  law,  that  a  member  in  arrears  for  two  years'  dues  may  be  sus- 
pended therefor,  and  that  when  he  has  become  liable  to  the  penalty, 
the  Secretary  should  not  relieve  him  therefrom  by  receiving  a  part  of 
the  dues.  It  is  difficult,  in  the  al>sence  of  express  provision  of  law, 
to  perceive  the  difference  in  princi])le  between  taking  a  i>art  and  taking 
the  whole  of  the  overdue  indebtedness. 

The  committee  takes  issue  with  Brother  Beers'  statement  in  his  re- 
port recommending  the  recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New 
South  Wales— of  the  **  unanimity"  of  our  Australian  brethren,  and 
states  that  of  45  Lodges  there  only  13  united  in  its  formation,  but 
expresses  the  wish  if  mistaken  to  be  enlightened.  To  do  justice  to 
this  magnificent  report  would  consume  more  time  than  can  now  be 
spared  to  it.    We  must  copy,  however,  the 
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COMPAKISON   OF   STA.TISIC8. 

G.  Lodges.  Totals.  G.  Lodges.  Totals.  O.  Lodges.  Totals. 
1862.  1682.  IS-Sl.  IS6\.  !8S0.  18ft>. 

Members,  54.  .  .506,149 54   .  .567,128.  .  .  .54 573,317 

Raised,  52.  . .  .22.821) 53.      .21,885   .52 19,685 

Admissions,  Ac,       52     .   18,630.        .53. .    .18,746.      .53 17,523 

Dimissions,  53. .    .15,251) 54.  . .  .17,362.  . .  .54 17,1(12 

Expulsions,  50 596 49 8()8. . .  .51 929 

Suspensions,  34 280 36 257. . .  .42 464 

**         npt,due8,51.  . .  .15,750 53. .  .19,250. . .  .54 23,210 

Deaths,  53 6,956 54 6,899. . .  .54 7,113 

Rejections,  24 3,502 29 3,434. . .  .30 3,615 

This  shows  a  loss  from  the  year  before,  in  the  total  membership, 
of  a  little  less  than  KKM) :  but  the  piins  are  larj^er  and  the  losses 
Kmaller  than  in  previous  years  ;  so  that  there  is  ^idual  improvomeut 
which  must,  during  the  current  year,  we  think,  give  an  actual  in- 
crease in  membership. 

MANITOBA. 

The  pamphlet  before  us  contains  the  proceedings  of  a  special  com- 
municatioif  held  on  28th  July,  1881,  and  of  the  Seventh  Annual 
CJommunication  held  on  8th  February,  1882.  The  Special  was  called 
to  lay  the  comer  stone  of  the  town  Hall  of  Portage  EnPrairie  and  of 
a  new  l^esbyterian  church  at  the  same  place.  From  the  address  of 
the  Grand  blaster,  dt'liveretl  on  the  latter  occa.sicm,  we  copy  : 

Ours  is  an  aged  institution,  and  an  yet  it  is  not  too  old  to  do  good. 
Still  its  mission  is  not  yet  accomplished,  nor  will  it  be  untd  sorrow 
and  suffering  have  left  the  world.  We  delight  in  its  antiquity,  be- 
cause there  is  an  irresistable  enchantment  about  everything  that  is 
hoary-headed  and  aged.  The  good  old  man  whose  head  is  silvered 
o'er  with  the  frosts  of  many  winters,  and  whose  body  is  curved  by 
the  weight  of  years,  is  more  to  be  respected  than  at  any  other  period 
of  life.  The  old  battle-flag  shot  asunder  by  the  bullet  of  the  foe  is 
revered  and  loved  by  every  true  soldier  as  he  loves  his  country  ;  nav, 
more  than  he  loves  his  life.  The  old  arm-chair,  and  the  old  family 
Bible  all  scarred  and  torn,  are  treasured  all  the  more  because  of  their 
scars,  their  age,  and  their  history.  Tlius  it  is  with  Freemasonry. 
We  revere  it  because  it  is  the  oldest  secret  society  on  the  globe  ;  we 
love  it  because,  so  long  as  it  remains  what  it  is,  so  long  will  it  unmis- 
takably show  forth  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  the  fatherhood  of 
God,  the  brotherhood  of  man.  To-day,  as  the  eye  glances  back  over 
the  long  past,  a  darkness  like  the  pall  of  nit^ht  meets  and  clouds  the 
vision.  But  through  that  gloom,  mtirked  in  history  as  enveloping  the 
Dark  Ages,  the  eye  of  faith  may  pierce  until  it  rests  upon  one  en- 
during light,  for  the  Star  of  Bethlehem  that  arose  in  the  east  is  still 
casting  its  refulgent  rays  and  lightening  the  <lim  and  sorrow-laden 
paths  of  many  of  the  hai)less  sons  of  men.  The  pure  in  spirit,  the 
meek,  the  merciful,  the  pure  in  he»krt,  and  they  that  mourn— all  that 
is  good,  all  that  is  true,  and  all  that  is  beautiful  in  the  sublime  prin- 
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ciple  of  Masonry,  blend  in  perfect  unison  and  harmony  with  the  life 
and  teachings  of  Him  who  '*  spake  as  noor  man  Hpake." 

The  Annual  Communication  wan  opened  in  ample  form  by  the 
Grand  Master,  John  Hoadly  Bell,  with  representatives  from  15  8ub- 
ordinates,  which  is  the  entire  number  of  chartered  Lodges.  Total 
membership  640-  gain  during  the  year,  93. 

It  appears  that  in  this  jurisdiction  two  black  balls  are  necessary  for 
rejection.  Wo  would  like  to  know  if  a  candidate  would  be  declared 
elected  with  one  against  him  ? 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Manitoba  issued  a  dispensation  to  open  a 
lodge  in  Gibraltar  which,  however,  was  re-called,  upon  protest  being 
made  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  ;  not  on  principle  but  for  the 
Bake  of  harmony. 

Brother  John  Headlev  Bell  was  re-elected  Grand  Master. 

Brother  H.  D.  P.  LeCai)pHllain  was  elected  Grand  Secretary. 

No  report  on  Corressondence. 

MARYLAND. 

This  Grand  Lodge  held  its  Ninety-Fifth  Annual  Communication  on 
3d  November,  1881,  being  opened  in  ample  form  by  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Master,  Brother  Jno.  S.  Tyson.  There  were  present  representatives 
from  71  subordinates.  There  are  4,474  M.  Masons.  We  find  that 
100  were  suspended  and  lOo  dimitted  ;  59  died.  Only  21  were  re- 
instated, and  we  take  it  that  there  was  a  loss  during  the  year  of  some 
70  or  more  members. 

The  Grand  ^Master's  address  was  of  local  interest  only,  but  a  clear 
and  very  proper  document. 

Brother  Jno.  S.  Tyson  was  re-elected  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  and 
Brother  J.  H.  Medairj*,  Grand  Secretary. 

There  was  no  report  on  Correspondence. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

A  Special  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was  held  on  Octo- 
ber 13th,  1881,  for  the  purpose  of  constituting  Granite  Lodge  and  in- 
stalling its  officers,  and  at  the  conclusiim  of  the  ceremonies  the  M.  W. 
Grand  Master,  Samuel  (^rocker  Lawrence,  delivered  an  address,  in 
which  we  find  the  following  wholest.>mo  adWce  : 

Remember,  Brethren,  that  no  institution  can  prosper  without  care- 
ful financial  manageiuent,  and  it  is  as  true  now  as  it  ever  was,  that 
•*  money  furnishes  the  sinews  of  war."  Don't  suffer  this  Lodge  ever 
to  drag  out  a  precarious  existence  on  an  inad«^quate  supi)ort.     See  to 

that  your  annual  dues  of  themselves  are  always  sufiicient  to  cover 

(7) 
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your  ranning  expenses  ;  so  that  your  treasury  may  never  be  empty, 
and  your  members  never  lose  that  self-respect  which  comes  from  a 
sense  of  solvency.  I  cannot  dwell  too  strongly  upon  this  point,  for  I 
know  that  more  Lodges  have  been  wrecked  on  this  rock  of  inadequate 
support  than  on  any  other.  Too  many  of  our  Lodges  to-day  are  stag- 
gering under  harassing  debts,  which  might  have  been  easily  avoided 
had  the  Brethren  assessed  themselves  in  season,  as  they  ought,  for 
the  reasonable  support  of  their  respective  Lodges. 

Another  Special  Communication  was  hold  on  November  22d  to  dedi- 
cate a  Masonie  Hall,  and  still  another  on  November  2fith  to  attend  the 
funeral  of  the  R.  W.  Grand  Secretan'  Bro.  Tracv  P.  Cheever,  who 
died  on  the  day  after  he  had  assisted  at  the  dedication  ceremonies. 
The  Annual  Communication  was  held  on  the  14th  December,  1881, 
with  M.  W.  Bro.  Lawrence  in  the  Ejist. 

We  find  the  Grand  Master  saying  : 

Without  indulging  in  any  strains  of  conventional  felicitation,. it  may 
be  said,  in  all  sincerity,  that  Masonry  has  never  stood  so  high  in  the 
esteem  of  its  adherents,  or  in  the  favor  of  the  public,  as  at  the  pres- 
ent moment.  Time  has  done  its  work.  The  ])rejudices  of  the  past 
are  in  a  great  metisure  obliterated,  and  the  world  has  learned  to  esti- 
mate the  true  character  of  this  Institution  by  the  respectability  of  its 
long  line  of  membership,  and  by  the  purity  of  the  monil  and  social 
influences  which  have  emanated  from  it.  Standing  severely  apart 
from  all  political  and  denominational  complications,  it  has  quietly  ad- 
dressed itself  to  its  proper  work,  and  no  agency  has  accomplished 
more  to  promote  the  amenities  and  charities  of  modem  social  life. 
Throughout  the  civilized  world,  under  the  banner  of  our  Order,  men 
are  being  brought  together  who  own  no  other  tie  of  fellowship  ;  and, 
no  matter  how  unequal  may  be  their  social  positions,  how  diverse 
their  religious  faiths,  or  discordant  their  political  opinions,  meeting 
on  the  broad  grounds  of  Masonic  Brotherhood,  they,  for  once,  at 
least,  forget  everything  but  the  fraternal  tie  wliich  binds  them  to- 
gether in  a  commcm  humanity.  It  is  not  wise  to  put  forth  great 
claims  to  praise  ;  but  the  founders  of  Masonrj-  might  well  have  felt 
that  the  labor  could  not  be  lost  which  was  given  to  the  enforcement 
of  the  great  lesson  of  mutual  helpfulness  and  love. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  visited  during  the  ye^ir  68  of  the  subordi- 
nates, and  records  the  fact  that  two  brethren  H4  years  of  age  attended 
their  Lodges,  walking  several  miles  to  do  so,  one  walking  regularly  five 
miles  to  attend  the  regular  communications  of  his  Lodge.  Oh,  how 
this  should  put  to  shame  so  many  of  our  younger  V)rethren. 

There  had  been  an  increase  of  57  members  during  the  year. 

Provision  was  made  by  which  any  two  Lodg(;s  might  consolidate. 
This  we  think  wise,  for  it  is  far  better  to  have  fewer,  yet  stronger 
Lodges,  than  many  weak  ones.  This  we  tried  a  few  years  since  to 
impress  upon  the  brethren  of  this  jurisdiction. 

The  Grand  Lodge  again  assembled  on  the  27th  December,  1881,  the 
Feast  of  St.  John  the  evangelist,  for  the  double. purpose  of  installing 
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Bro.  LaTM-enco,  who  was  re-elocted  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  and  Bro. 
Sereno  D.  Nickorson,  who  was  elected  Grand  Secretary,  with  the  other 
officors  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  of  enjojing  the  feast  literally.  This 
is  one  of  the  customs  of  our  ancient  brethren  that  we  greatly  admire. 
At  this  dinner  the  following  toasts  were  drank. 

The  memory  of  the  Holy  Saints  John,  may  we  emulate  their  virtues 
and  follow  their  precepts/ 

The  memory  of  George  Washington. 

The  uiemory  of  our  illustrfous  Brother,  James  Abram  Garfield,  late 
President  of  the  United  States. 

The  memorj'^  of  the  beloved  Brethren  who  have  recently  gone  &om 
us. 

The  health  of  the  President  of  the  United  States.  May  the  blesS' 
ings  of  Heaven  rest  upon  and  i)rosper  him  in  all  his  works. 

Our  Brethren,  wheresoever  dispersed  throughout  the  world.  May 
health,  prosperity,  and  hai)i)ineKs  attend  them. 

The  Grand  Master  then  announced  that  this  was  the  fiftieth  anni- 
versarj' of  the  issue  of  the  famous  "Declaration  of  the  Freemasons 
of  Boston  and  vicinity."  In  that  memomble  document  some  fifteen 
hundred  Brethren  of  Boston  and  its  neighborhood,  and  after^'ards 
about  five  thousan<l  more  from  other  parts  of  New  England,  manfully 
proclaimed  the  principles  of  their  Masonic  fiuth,  their  unwaverinc 
allegiance  to  their  country'  and  its  laws,  their  uniform  support  of  aU 
the  virtuous  institutions  of  society,  and  for  confirmation  of  their 
creed  confidently  adduced  their  own  blameless  lives  and  honorable 
rej>utation  among  their  fellow-men.  He  alluded  in  cloqaent  words  to 
the  character  and  stiinding  of  those  noble  men,  who,  in  the  midst  of 
the  storm  of  bitter  and  ruthless  persecution,  had  thus  manifested  the 
proud  consciousn(?ss  of  personal  honor  and  virtue,  and  who  had  dared 
to  challenge  the  <uilm,  deliberate  judgment  of  their  fellow  citizens  to 
a  consideration,  in  the  bght  of  Christian  charity  and  simple  justice, 
of  the  wild  and  reckless  charges  that  were  made  against  them.  It  was 
gratifying  to  see  even  a  few  of  those  Masonic  veterans  i^resent  on  this 
occasion,  and  he  request(;d  them  to  rise  as  their  names  were  called, 
that  their  countenances  might  be  dajl?uerreotyped  upon  all  our  memo' 
ries. 

The  following  named  Brethren  responded  to  the  call : 

R.  W.  Marshall  P.  Wilder,  of  J^oston,  bom  in  Rindge,  N.  H.,  Sept. 
22,  nm  ;  made  a  Mason  in  Charity  Lodge,  Troy,  N.  H.,  in  1823 ; 
Dei)uty  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Massacliusetts  in  18C1. 

R.  W.  Bradford  L.  Wales,  M.  D.,  of  Randolph,  Mass.,  bom  May  1, 
18()4  ;  made  a  Mas<m  in  Union  Lodge  of  Middlebury,  Vt.,  in  1824,  be- 
ing a  lewis,  or  the  son  of  a  Mason  ;  Senior  Grand  "Warden  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  in  IHTtVy. 

W.  Charles  Breck,  of  Milton,  Mass.,  born  Jan.  4,  1708  ;  initiated  in 
Rural  Lodge,  Quiucy,  in  December,  1825  ;  crafted  in  January,  and 
raised  in  February,  i826  ;  Past  Mjwter  of  Union  Lodge,  of  Dorches- 
ter, and  of  Rural  Lodge,  of  Quincy. 

Bro.  Clement  Willis,  of  Boston,  bom  in  Bridgewater,  Mass.,  Jnne 
25,  1801 ;  initiajted  in  Fellowship  Lodge,  of  Bridgewater,  April  21, 
182;j,  passed  May  19,  1823,  and  raised  January  12,  1824. 

Bro.   Thomas  Adams,  of  Boston,   bom  in  Plymouth,  Mass.,  An- 
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gii8t  6,  1802  ;  made  a  l^IaHon  in  Plymouth  Lodge  in  1825  ;  for  twenty- 
two  years  the  publisher  of  a  Masonic  Almanac  in  Boston. 

Bro.  William  N.  Spinnev,  of  Lynn,  Mass.,  born  Sept.  25,  1802  ; 
made  a  Mason  in  Mount  Efope  Lodge,  of  Ftill  River,  MasH,  August  1, 
1826. 

Samuel  Sawyer,  of  La^Tence,  Mass.,  bom  Sept.  7,  1804  :  made  a 
Ma.son  in  Ea.stem  Star  Lodge,  No.  48.  of  Merrimack,  N.  H.,  in  1826  ; 
a  charter  member  of  Grecian  Lodge,  of  Lawrence. 

An  enthusiastic  ovation  was  given  to  each  of  these  venerable 
Brethren  as  he  responded  to  the  Grand  Master's  call,  and  their  moist- 
ened eyes  and  quivering  lips  attested  their  pride  and  pleasure  in  the 
honors  paid  them.  In  htting  and  pertinent  language  the  Grand 
Master  expressed  the  gratification  of  the  company  in  their  presence, 
and  closed,  by  proposing  as  a  sentiment : — 

PiM)L()NOEU  Lite,  Health  and  Hapi'ine.ss  to  the  Surviving  Sionebs 

OF  THE  Declaration  of  1831. 

Hearty  cheers  greeted  the  proposition,  and  when  they  had  subsided 
the  Grand  Master  called  upon  that  **  Masonic  Patriarch,"  11.  W.  Mar- 
shall P.  Wilder,  to  respond. 

Bro.  Wilder  then  resj^onded  in  a  beautiful  address,  evincing  his 
love  for  the  institution  and  for  the  Fraternity.  It  is,  however,  too 
long  for  us  to  ^opy,  as  also  is  the  several  addresses  of  the  others. 

MICHIGAN. 

The  Thirty-Eighth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
this  State  was  opened  in  ample  form  on  January  24,  A.  D.  1882,  by 
Brother  Oliver  L.  Spaulding,  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  there  being  pres- 
ent representatives  from  343  Lodges,  which  is  the  total  of  the  Lodges 
in  this  jurisdiction. 

The  Grand  Secretary,  our  friend  Innes,  notices  the  loss  of  1,024  in 
membership  during  the  year  which  is  fearful  ;  but  we  are  unable, 
upon  deducting  the  aggregate  of  those  raised,  affiliated  and  restored 
from  the  aggregate  of  those  dimitted,  died,  suspended,  and  expelled 
to  make  the  decrease  more  than  fifty.  The  figures  are  taken  from  his 
recapitulation. 

The  fourth  decision  of  the  Grand  Master  announces  a  different 
policy  from  that  pursued  in  Alabama  :  **  A  brother  is  not  entitled  as 
of  right  to  a  dimit."  We  hold  that  membershij)  is  entirely  voluntary 
and  that  as  one  enters  of  his  own  free  will  and  accord,  so  of  his  own 
free  will  he  severs  his  connection  with  the  fraternity  :  and  his  17th 
decision  differs  from  ours  :  *'  A  member  suspended  for  non-pa^'ment 
of  dues  is  not  restored  by  a  subsequent  payment.  He  can  only  get 
back  on  petition,  as  in  other  cases  of  suspension  for  unmasonic  con- 
duct," while  with  us  the  payment,  ipso  facto,  re-instates.  His  other 
decisions,  when  not  governed  by  local  laws  are  consonant  with  our 
practice. 


ArPKNDlX.  101 

The  Grand  Master  pays  a  glowing  tribute  to  the  fraternity  for  the 
rea<iy  and  generous  aid  furnished  to  the  brethren  who  suffered  so 
greWously  by  fire  during  the  year.  We  are  pleased  to  see  so  many  of 
our  Southern  Grand  Lodges  represented  in  the  list  of  generous  donors, 
but  fail  to  lind  Alabama  among  them,  though  all  of  our  immediate 
neighbors  are  there.* 

Brother  Alanson  Patridgo  was  elected  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  while 
Brother  limes  was  continued  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Innes,  the  (i^rand  Secretary',  made  the  correspondence  re- 
port, and  we  feel  assured  that  we  truly  assert  that  every  mason  in 
this  broad  land  will  deeply  and  sincerely  sympathize  with  him  when 
he  reads — 

The  Angel  of  Death  has  made  sad  havoc  in  the  home  of  many  a 
Mason.  Loved  ones,  our  sui)port  for  years,  have  been  ruthlessly  torn 
from  our  fond  embrace,  and  ''  the  places  thai  knew  them  know  them 
no  more."  The  writer  has  V)een  made  to  drink  deeply  of  the  **  bitter 
cup."  His  fond  hope,  she  who  always  cheered  him  in  his  labors  for 
the  Craft,  has  passed  away,  and  gone  to  wait  that  glorious  resurrection 
made  so  plain  to  all  good  ^lasons.  Our  report  has  been  written  under 
the  weight  of  great  grief.  It  has  been  done  without  the  usual  cheer- 
ing words  of  her  who  for  years  has  at  this  season  sat  by  our  side  and 
encouraged  us  onward.  We  therefore  crave  indulgence  for  our  short- 
comings, and  express  the  hope  that  the  coming  year  may  be  as  bright 
and  cheerful  as  the  fondest  wishes  of  the  fraternity  might  desire. 

Alabama  receives  full  notice. 

MINNESOTA. 

The  Twenty-Ninth  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
was  held  on  10th  January,  1882,  having  l)een  opened  in  am})lc  form 
by  the  M.  "W,  Grand  Master,  Honrj'  R.  W'ells,  with  representatives 
from  120  Lodges. 

The  Grand  Master  announced  that  during  the  year  five  lodges  had 
been  constituted  under  charters,  and  that  he  had  granted  five  dis- 
pensations for  new  Lodges,  sho^^-ing  a  very  rapid  growth,  at  least  in 
the  number  of  Lodges,  and  the  Grand  Secretary  reports  the  increase 
in  membership  at  38(>. 

In  relation  to  ai)peals  by  Lodges  for  aid  he  coincides  with  the 
Grand  Master  of  Texas,  and  we  wish  that  some  uniform  rule  could 
be  adopted  by  the  several  Grand  Lodges  in  relation  to  this. 

I  am  led  to  these  reflections  V>y  the  fact  that  there  have  been  in- 
stances within  the  })ast  two  years  when  app(>als  'have  been  made  to 
the  body  of  masons  within  this  jurisdiction  for  the  relief  of  iniiivid- 
uals  and  of  lodges,  without  the  eonsultation  or  the  sanction  of  the 
Gnm<l  Lodge,  or  of  its  recognized  head,  and  within  one  or  two  in- 
stances such  appeals  have  been  ma<le  from  within  this  jurisdiction  to 


*NeTerth6less  Alabama  was  there.— Gbano  Skc't. 


102  APPENDIX. 

masons  in  onr  sister  Grand  Lodges'  jurisdictions  without  such  in- 
dorsement or  sanction.  I  am  ghid  to  say  that  in  no  instance  has 
such  appeal  been  made  except  in  behalf  of  most  worthy  objects  mer- 
iting the  relief  sought.  Yet  if  such  a  course  is  allowed  to  obtain  we 
know  not  how  8o<m  our  brethren  may  be  subjected  to  the  humiliation 
of  having  extended  aid  to  unworthy  objects,  or  to  the  worse  charge 
of  having  refused  to  contribute  to  deserving  relief  through  ignorance 
of  its  merits. 

No  appeal  to  the  body  of  masonry  within  this  jurisdiction  for  aid  or 
relief  should  be  suffered  until  the  Grand  Lodge  or  the  Grand  Master, 
when  the  Grand  Lodge  is  not  in  session,  shall  have  first  been  given 
an  opportunity  to  investigate  the  merits  of  the  appeal  and  shall  have 
given  it  oflScial  sanction.  And  in  no  case  should  a  Subordinate  Lodge 
or  a  mason  within  this  jurisdiction  be  permitted  to  appeal  to  a  sister 
Grand  Lodge  jurisdiction  for  relief  until  the  sanction  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  or  the  Grand  Master  is  first  obtained  and  certified.  We  should 
endeavor  to  exhaust  our  own  resources  first  before  resorting  to  others 
than  our  own  househol(L 

I  recommend  affirmative  action  by  the  G.  L.  in  this  regard. 

The  Grand  Master,  in  his  address,  stated  as  one  cause  of  the  large 
number  of  non-affiliates  in  his  jurisdiction  was  the  fact  of  the  too 
Indiscriminate  use  of  the  black  ball  on  those  applying  for  affiliation. 
The  committee  on  this  part  of  the  address  say — 

Your  committee  believe  that  **  the  growth  of  non-affiliation,"  will 
not  be  checked  until  the  legislation  to  which  they  have  jdluded,  shall 
be  abrogated  or  overcome  by  a  higher  and  purer  masonic  induence 
than  seems  thus  far,  in  sundry  cases,  to  have  characterized  the  con- 
duct of  the  order.  There  are  many  things  lawful  that  are  not  exi)e- 
dient,  good  men  are  not  inclined  to  nin  the  gauntlet.  Of  what  avail 
is  the  talismanic  word  when  spite  shall  close  the  portals  of  the  lodge? 
To  fix  a  stigma  ui>on  the  name,  or  stab  the  reputation  of  a  brother  in 
the  dark,  is  neither  manly  or  masonic,  it  would  seem  that  a  brother 
should  be  able  to  demand  and  receive  the  reason  urged  for  his  non- 
reception  ;  if  valid,  the  lodge  should  join  in  urging  it,  if  invalid,  the 
party  presenting  it  should  retract.  That  the  accuser  meet  the  ac- 
cused face  to  face,  was,  two  thousand  years  ago,  a  law  unto  men 
some  style  barbarian,  shall — 

**  Ye  favored  and  enlightened  few," 

fall  below  the  heathen  standard  ? 

To  refuse  to  recognize  or  receive  a  brother  who  comes  to  us  prop- 
erly accredited  and  commended,  seems  to  involve  the  disregard  of  a 
high  masonic  obligation. 

Lodges  on  the  roll  150  ;  number  working  136  ;  increase  of  mem- 
bership during  the  year  38G. 

Brother  C.  Henry  Benton  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
A.  T.  C.  Pierson,  re-elected  Grand  SecreUiry. 

This  la.st  made  the  rejiort  on  correspondenc— and  usually  his  \iew8 
are  as  weighty  as  his  person.  God  bless  him,  may  his  shadow  never 
grow  less. 

Alabama  receives  kindly  notice,  and  generally  he  coincides  with 
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Grand  Cluster  Tompkins  in  his  mlings,  bnt  he  thinks  that  requiring 
one  who  has  been  snspende*!  N.  P.  D.,  in  order  to  re-instate  himself, 
to  pay  all  dues  that  have  accrued  to  the  date  of  payment  an  anomaly, 
and  says,  **it  is  a  new  motion."  But,  Brother  Pierson,  this  we  do 
to  prevent  any  brother  from  paying  a  while,  leaving  off  a  while,  and 
yet,  at  his  will,  putting  himself  in  standing  when  he  wishes  to  de- 
rive some  benefit  from  the  institution,  while  he  should  not  have  paid 
for  the  privilege. 

We  think  his  \'iew  in  relation  to  the  chair  degree  the  right  one, 
though  our  predecessor  was  so  strong  in  his  opposition  to  this  degree. 
We  believe  in  transmitting  to  our  successors  exactly  what  was  given 
to  us  by  our  fathers.     But  here  is  what  he  says  : 

We  ignore  the  possession  of  the  capitular  degree  in  connection 
with  the  installation  ceremonies  of  a  master  elect  of  a  symbolic  lodge, 
the  i)arty  being  in  possession  of  the  second  degree  of  the  series  does 
not  count,  but  is  prepared  for  the  instalhition  ceremonies  without 
reference  to  it,  and  so  on  the  other  hand,  our  chapters  makes  no  dis- 
tinction in  the  work  because  the  candidate  is  or  has  been  master  of  a 
lodge. 

We  regret  the  want  of  time  to  follow  him  farther. 

MISSOURI. 

The  Sixty-First  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was 
held  on  the  11th  October,  1K81.  M.  W.  Grand  lilaster,  Wm.  R.  Stub- 
blefield  in  the  East,  and  with  representatives  from  196  Lodges.  504 
Lodges  comprise  the  jurisdiction  with  a  membership  of  23,0<15.  The 
gain  during  the  year  was  3ir>. 

We  find  the  Grand  Master  in  his  address  saying  : 

Frankford  Lodge,  No.  192.  was  called  upon  to  pay  the  last  tribute  of 
respect  to  a  departed  Brother.  The  deceased,  besides  being  a  mem- 
ber of  Frankford  Lodge;,  was  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Honor  and 
the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen.  The  funeral  was  jointly 
conducted  by  these  orders.  The  Marshal  of  Frankford  Lodge  wore, 
in  addition  to  his  Masonic  clothing,  the  insignia  of  the  Knights  of 
Honor.  In  reading  the  service,  the  Worshipful  Master  used  these 
words  :  *'  We  have  assembled  in  the  character  of  Masons,  Knights  of 
Honor  and  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  to  offer  up  to  his 
memorj%"  etc.  Deeming  this  a  violation  of  the  law  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,'l  determined  to  suspend  the  charter,  and  cite  the  officers  to 
appear  before  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  show  cause  why  the  charter 
should  not  be  arrested  ;  but,  to  suit  the  views  of  my  older  Brethren, 
I  let  the  matter  pass  till  now,  and  I  present  the  case  for  your  action. 

This  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Jurisi>rudence  who  say  : 

Second  -Irregularities  occurred  in  Masonic  funeral  ceremonies,  as 
conducted  by  the  Master  and  members  of  Frankford  Lodge,  No.  192 . 
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The  deceased— in  common  with  other  brothers  of  the  Lodge — wofl  a 
member  of  severul  other  orders,  and  the  general  desire  w»i8  to  Vmry 
him  with  one  ceremony  and  the  h(>nors  of  all.  Accordingly  the 
Lodge  aj)i)eared  in  public  in  a  mongrel  character,  as  indicated  by  the 
mixed  clothing  and  insignia  worn  by  its  menjbers,  and  the  Master  of 
the  Lodge  introduced  the  names  of  the  other  societies  into  the  usual 
Masonic  ceremonies.  This  was  clearly  a  breach  of  disci|>line,  and  a 
violation  of  our  Grand  Lodge  law  governing  funerals.  \V  hen  a  Lodge 
appears  in  public  to  perform  the  last  rites,  the  Brethren  participating 
must  be  clothed  8imi)ly  as  Ma.sons,  and  the  Lodge  must  take  full 
charge  of  the  funeral,  or  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  This  is  the  law. 
It  was  violated  by  Frankford  Lodge,  and  in  its  violation  the  Masonic 
Order  aii>i)eared  as  a  motley  crowd  at  the  solemnities  of  the  grave. 
In  view  of  the  facts  stated  bv  Grand  Master,  we  recommend  a  repri- 
mand to  Frankford  Lodge,  >fo.  11^2,  to  be  administered  by  the  District 
Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the  District,  with  the  admonition  to  do  ao 
no  more. 

This  Grand  Lodge — 

RetifAvol,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  this  Grand 
Lo<lge,  to  consider  the  propriety  and  practicability  of  establishing  an 
"Industrial  H(une"  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  deceased  mem- 
bers :  said  Committee  to  report  to  the  next  Aunuid  Communication  of 
the  Grand  Lodge. 

So  we  find  efforts  being  made  in  other  jurisdictions  besides  Ken- 
tucky to  found  some  great  beneticiary  institution  that  shall  not  only 
contribute  to  the  relief  of  distress  but  shall  redound  to  the  honor  of 
Masonry.  California  is  also  moving  in  the  same  directiim  as  well  as 
Alabama. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  was  recognized.  There  is  a  lengthy 
speciid  report  upon  the  difference  in  relation  to  (inind  Lodge  of  New 
Mexico,  but  as  the  whole  matter  has  been  happily  settled  we  refrain 
from  doing  more  than  exi)ressing  the  pleasure  which  we,  as  Masons, 
experience  from  the  settlement  of  this  unhappy  difference. 

Alex.  M.  Dockery  was  made  Grand  Master.  Kev.  Jno.  D.  Vincil, 
D.  D.,  Grand  Secretary*. 

The  latter  presented  the  re])ort  on  correspondence,  revie\^'ing  Ala- 
bama for  1880  ;  it  covers  ITi  pages. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

The  Sixty-fourth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Mississippi  was  held  on  the  8th  February,  1882,  under  the  supervision 
of  M.  W.  Bro.  John  F.  ^IcCormick,  Grand  Master,  with  representa- 
tives from  227  Lodges.  Total  numV>er  of  Lodges,  294  :  total  member- 
ship, U,133  :  loss  in  membership  during  the  year,  188.  There  were 
suspended  for  N.  P.  I),  no  less  than  353. 

The  address  is  confined  to  matters  of  purely  lociU  interest,  and  deals 
with  these  in  a  concise  and  business  like  manner. 
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We  find  the  Gmnd  Lodj^e  gave  $500  to  a  Protostant  Orphan  Asylnm, 
and  that  on  an  apx)eal  to  the  Lodges,  a  further  sum  of  $863  waR 
raised. 

We  find  also  that  it  adopted  the  following  : 

Resolredj  That  each  subordinate  Lodge  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction 
be  assessed  annually  with  a  sum  equal  to  ten  cents  for  each  member 
borne  upon  the  rolls,  the  same  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Gnind  Secre- 
tary' with  the  annuid  dues,  and  the  sum  so  realized  shall  be  set  apart 
as  a  Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund. 

We  find  it  doing  as  we  wore  constrained  to  do  here  in  Alabama  re- 
moving all  restraints  on  dimittihg. 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  in  their  report  on  questions  sub- 
mitted to  them  entertiiin  and  express  the  views  of  our  Grand  Lodge 
on  the  force  and  effect  of  an  oV)jection  after  a  clear  ballot,  as  follows  : 

Answek.- -There  are  Vnit  two  ways  known  to  Masonry  by  which  a 
candidate,  either  for  initiation  or  advancement,  can  be  estopped. 
First,  by  rejection  at  the  ballot-box.  and,  Rec(mdly,  by  objection  made 
aft«r  a  clear  ballot  has  been  had.  Having  been  initiated,  the  Entered 
Apprentice  is  clearly  entitlcKl  to  a  ballot  on  his  own  application  for 
advancement.  If,  when  the  ballot  is  si)read.  it  is  ascertJiined  that  the 
applicant  is  rejected,  the  Master  must  so  d(!clare,  and  there  the  mat^ 
tor  ends.  If,  cm  the  other  hand,  the  candidate  is  elected  to  the  sec- 
ond or  third  degree,  as  the  case  may  be,  the  Master  shall  so  announce 
it  to  the  Ijodgo.  But  even  after  an  election  to  the  degree  has  been 
had  it  is  the  right  of  any  brother  present,  at  the  time  of  voting  on  the 
application,  or  who  may  hav<^  fntere<l  the  Lodge  after  the  ballot  had 
been  spread,  to  object  to  the  advjincement  of  the  applicant  at  any 
stage  in  the  proceedings,  and  the  objecticm  stays  all  further  progress, 
and  the  applicant  is  estopped.  Nor  can  the  objecting  brother  be 
questioned  as  to  the  grounds  of  his  objection.  It  is  enough  that  ob- 
jection h»is  l>oen  made. 

Bro.  Frederick  Sj>eed  was  elected  M.  W.  Grand  >Lister,  and  Bro.  J. 
L.  Power,  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

Bro.  James  M.  Howry  made  the  report  on  Correspondence.  He  en- 
ters an  eloquent  i)lea  and  makes  a  strong  defense  for  the  mutual  aid 
for  endowment  attachment  to  the  Lodges,  which  objectors  to  the 
plan  might  with  profit  read. 

The  Secretaries  of  our  Lodges  whose  returns  are  not  altogether  cor- 
rect catch  it,  we  assure  you,  and  the  inference  to  be  drawn  from  the 
remarks  is  that  all  this  incorrectness  is  due  to  negligence  of  our 
Grand  Secretary  in  not  furnishing  coi)ies  or  blanks  for  the  returns  in 
duplicate,  and  when  this  is  done  he  thinks  "any  one  fit  to  be  a  Sec- 
retary can  make  out  a  correct  r<;turn,"  Now  this  is  exactly  what  our 
worthy  and  este<Mned  Bro.  Sayre,  Grand  Secretary',  does  furnish 
blanks  in  duplicate,  yet  Ijodgcs  elect  their  Secretaries,  Bro.  Sayre 
don't  do  it,  and  they  make  mistakes,  then  what  are  you  going  to  do 
Aboat  it  ? 
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Under  New  Jersey  we  find  him  thus  discussing  about  the  force 
an  objection  : 

Now,  will  onr  brother  be  true  to  himself,  and  go  back  and  review 
all  he  has  Kuid  on  the  subject,  and  see  where  it  vnW  lead  him  ?  We 
had  better  dispense  with  the  accepted  rule  that  no  profane  enter  our 
portals  except  by  an  unanimous  vote  of  all  the  members.  The  ob- 
jection of  a  single  member  is  nothing  more  than  the  casting  of  a 
black  ball — except  that  the  objection  is  made  openly,  while  the  ex- 
pression of  his  opinion  is  secret  by  the  casting  of  the  ballot.  We 
nold  that  a  brother  has  the  riyfU  to  object  to  the  admission  of  a  pro- 
fane, and  no  one  has  a  right  to  say  ichy  (h)est  thon  ?  If  you  can  over- 
ride an  oV)jection  by  a  majority  vote,  and  force  a  person  on  the  Craft, 
better  abolish  the  secret  ballot  and  take  a  vote  of  the  Lodge  vivfi  vort 
and  let  the  majority  rule !  This  doctrine  of  invtstifjaUruj  oftjections 
leads  to  this  conclusion.  If  unanimity  is  desirable,  in  admitting 
members,  let  us  stick  to  it. 

We  have  found  many  things  of  interest  in  this  report,  but  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  we  at  this  time  are  laboring,  preclude  our 
dwelling  with  our  Worthy  Brother  longer. 

MONTANA. 

On  the  4th  October,  1881,  was  held  the  Seventeenth  Annual  Com- 
munication of  this  Grand  Lodge,  Geo.  W.  Monroe,  M.  W.  Grand  Mas- 
ter in  the  East,  and  representatives  from  20  Lodges. 

Total  Lodges,  21  ;  membership,  830  ;  gain  during  the  year,  77. 

The  Gmnd  Master  deals  somewhat  lengthily  with  the  question 
whether  a  Lodge  should  be  required  to  have  separate  ballotings  for 
each  degree  or  one  ballot  for  all  the  degrees,  but  though  there  be 
some  Grand  Lodges  that  adopt  the  latter  plan,  yet  he  prefers  the 
former,  and  on  the  subject  pertinently  says  : 

We  cannot,  my  brethren,  guard  txx)  well  the  gateway  to  our  sanc- 
tum. If  we  begin  to  remove  barriers  and  safeguards  against  profane 
api)roach  to  the  Temple  too  soon  will  our  Lodge-rooms  be  tilled  with 
unworthy  material  that  it  will  be  difficult  to  eUminate.  A  good  man, 
earnestly  seeking  Masonic  light  to  guide  his  footsteps  through  life 
will  suffer  no  evil  by  a  balU>t  tor  each  step  of  his  advancement,  while 
one  who  is  unworthy,  may  develope  his  moral  unfitness  before  re- 
ceiving ull  the  degrees,  and  his  further  progress  be  arrested,  I  have 
mentioned  this  only  because  the  matter  has  been  brought  before  me 
in  such  manner  that  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  place  it  before  you  for 
further  investigiition  tind  action. 

He  took  strong  ground  for  the  repeal  of  the  plan  of  perpetual  juris- 
diction, but  his  (Jrand  Lodge  thought  the  reasons  for  its  exercise  and 
continuance  stronger,  and  refu-sed  to  abandon  it.  We  have  found 
this  opposition  to  perpetual  jurisdiction  quite  strong  in  the  new  and 
rapiilly  growing  States  and  Territories. 

The  Grand  Master  recommended  the  recognition  of  the  Grand 
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Lodge  of  New  South  Wftles,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  being  of  the  same 
sentiment,  did  ro. 

Thomas  M.  Pomeroy,  elected  Grand  Master. 

Cornelius  Hedges,  ro-clected  Grand  Secretary. 

Bro.  Hedges  made  the  report  on  Correspondence,  passing  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Alabama  for  1880  under  re\'iew.  He,  like  a  few  others, 
cannot  see  the  justice  of  requiring  one  suspended  for  non-payment  of 
dues  in  order  to  re-instate  himself  to  pay  also  for  dues  accruing  dur- 
ing the  time  of  his  suspension.  But  the  suspension  is  a  punishment 
resulting  without  trial  for  disregard  of  the  By-Laws  of  the  Lodge,  and 
80  is  the  pftyinent  of  the  dues  mentioned.  It  must  always  be  recol- 
lect<id  that  the  Brother  suspended  himself  by  his  o>*ti  negligence,  and 
re-instates  himself  at  his  own  i)lea8ure. 

He  calls  attenti<^n  to  the  api)arent  fact  that  "nearly  all  the  elective 
Grand  Officers  were  residents  of  ^lontgomery. "  This,  however,  was 
apparent  only,  they  happtnipd  to  be  State  officers  also  and  their  tempo- 
rary residence  is  at  the  Capital. 

NEBRASKA. 

The  Twenty-fifth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Nebra.ska  was  held  on  the  20th  of  June,  1882,  there  being  present 
M.  W.  James  R.  Cain,  Grand  Master,  and  representatives  from  73  out 
of  79  subordinates,  and  the  usual  officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Total  membership,  3,059  ;  gain  during  the  year,  354. 

The  Grand  Master  in  his  address  alludes  to  the  great  benefit  that 
Masonry  has  been  to  the  world,  and  then  draws  therefrom  the  follow- 
ing lesson  : 

We  know  that  the  flowers  and  fruits  of  to-day  are  from  the  seeds 
and  labors  of  the  past,  and  that  the  pure  principles  of  Freemasonry, 
crystallized  into  the  organization  that  it  has  been  for  centuries,  has 
ac'comi>li8hed  great  good  in  the  world,  and  all  in  a  quiet  and  unob- 
trusive way.  Nor  yet  is  its  mission  ended.  Force  has  never  been  a 
factor  in  the  erection  of  its  monil  edifice.  Power  has  never  been  a 
portion  in  the  inculcation  of  its  principles.  Planting  itself  upon  a 
plane  i^eculiar  to  its  origin,  and  addressing  itself  to  no  sordid  or  sel- 
fish impulses,  it  has  accomplished  what  can  be  chumed  for  no  other 
secular  institution  in  existence,  and  is  eminentlv  fitted  and  well 
worthy  to  adorn  the  exalted  position  it  occupies  in  tlie  ciWlized  world 
in  this  the  afternoon  of  the  nineteenth  century.  Brethren,  I  have 
thought  it  admis.sible  to  say  this  much,  that  by  contemplating  the  in- 
stitution itself,  we  might  the  more  fully  realize  the  honorable  posi- 
tion we  occupy  as  members  of  it,  hoping  that  we  may  earnestly  dis- 
charge our  duty  as  Masons  at  all  times. 

He  says  that  from  an  extensive  correspondence  he  is  led  to  believe 
that  the  Lodges  "  are  in  a  good,  healthy  and  vigorous  condition." 
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The  amount  of  cash  on  hand  is  quite  large  and  rapidly  increasing 
annually.  This  with  the  prospectivo  increase,  if  wisely  managed, 
may  yet  be  made  productive  of  incalculaV)le  good  in  the  establishment 
of  some  great  Masonic  charity. 

Four  charters  were  granted  at  this  communication,  and  five  Lodges 
continued  under  dispensation. 

The  committee  to  which  was  referred  the  application  of  the  "Grand 
Lodge  of  Ontario"  for  recognition  after  assigning  their  reasons, 
which  seem  conclusive  concludes  the  report,  which  was  adopted  with 
the  followtng  language  :  Your  Committee  therefore  rei)orts  against 
the  recognition  by  this  Grand  Lodge  of  the  soi  disani  **  Grand  Lodge 
of  Ontario.'" 

Wo  find  this  Grand  Lodge  doing  what  others  have  tried  and  failed 
in,  i.  e.  holding  the  entire  membership  free  from  non-affiliates  and 
using  the  same  means.  We  in  Alabama  know  how  it  is  ourselvas. 
Witness  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted  : 

Section .  No  Mason,  member  of  a  Lodge  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion r)f  this  Grand  Lodge,  shall  be  diiiiittod,  except  for  the  puri)ose 
of  joining  another  Lodge,  or  to  assist  in  forming  a  new  Lodge,  agreea- 
ble to  the  ancient  landmarks  and  regulations. 

Bro.  James  S.  Gilham  delivered  an  oriition  replete  vrith  good  things, 
though  we  think  he  gave  too  great  prominence  to  the  greed  for  gain 
as  perhaps  the  controlling  power  over  man,  inducing  him  to  reject 
"the  ethics  preached  from  the  pulpit,  the  rostrum  and  the  stage,' 
though  *'  received  with  enthusiasm." 

Bro.  Edwin  F.  Warren  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Bro.  William 
B.  Bowen.  continued  Grand  Secretary, 

A  ver>'  excellent  report  on  the  condition  of  the  Craft,  gathered  from 
the  proceedings  of  the  various  Grand  Lodges,  was  made  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Correspondence,  and  in  it  we  find  Alabama  for  1881. 

The  Committee  thus  comments,  and  we  of  our  opinion  think  per- 
tinently, too,  in  r(?latir)n  to  our  nile  that  the  restoration  of  one  ex- 
pelled or  suspended  restores  only  to  the  right  and  privileges  of  3Ia- 
sonry,  but  leaves  him  unaffiliate<l  : 

We  concur  in  all  except  the  doctrine  contained  in  the  first.  No 
process  whereby  unaffiliated  Masons  are  made  should  be  tolerate<l, 
nor  should  any  become  so  except  upon  his  own  petition  or  through 
discipline.  The  petition  for  restoration  presented  to  the  Lodge 
which  suspended  ur  exp<;lled  him,  should  be  held  to  include  applica- 
tion for  iiieinbership  therein.  By  **rest<iring"  the  brother,  a  i)ardon 
is  extended  :  why  rob  it  at  half  its  effieacy  by  denyin<^  full  restoration 
to  all  of  which  he  was  deprived  by  the  sentence  ?  With  us  susjtfhsUni 
does  nut  destrny  ineiiibershij),  it  merely  holds  it  in  abeyance  :  expul- 
sion is  M.isonie  death,  but  in  either  event,  when  restored,  he  re- 
ceives, as  he  should,  full  absolution  for  past  faults,  and  is  restored  to 
membership  in  good  standing,  with  the  rest. 
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NEW  BKUNSWICK. 

The  Fifteenth  Annnul  Commiinicfttion  of  this  Grand  Lodge  wns 
held  on  the  25th  duy  of  April,  1H82.  Brother  Henj.  K.  Stevenson  being 
Grand  Master,  there  being  present  representiitives  from  23  Lodges. 

The  total  number  of  Ijodges  is  32,  with  a  membership  of  2,057,  and 
the  gain  during  the  year  was  20. 

The  Grand  Master's  address  is  quite  full  but  pertaining  to  matters 
of  local  intercjst  only. 

The  Board  of  General  Purposes  say  : 

It  is  with  sincere  pleasure  the  board  reports  to  Grand  Lodge,  that 
not  a  single  case  of  irregularity  or  unmasonic  conduct  has  been 
brought  to  their  knowledge  during  the  past  masonic  year,  which 
clearly  demonstrates  that  peace  and  good  fellowship  prevail  among 
the  brethren,  and  illustrates  the  sentiment  of  who  can  best  work  and 
best  agree. 

The  Crrand  Lodge  entertain  the  opinion  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Ontario  is  an '' illegal  and  irregular  organization,"  and  also  decline 
recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Tunis  A.  and  A.  Kite. 

Bro.  \Vm.  F.  Bunting  who  had  held  the  office  of  Grand  Secretary 
since  thcj  formation  of  this  Grand  Lodge  declined,  for  reasons,  to  be 
re-elected.     He  was  then  made  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

Brother  Stevenson  was  re-elected  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
Edwin  J.  Wetmore  was  appointed  Grand  Secretary. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

A  Semi-Annual  Communication  was  held  on  27th  December,  1881, 
M.  W.  Grand  Master  Frank  A.  McKean  in  the  East,  at  which  was 
present  representatives  from  GO  Lodges,  the  total  number  of  Lodges 
being  *J(>.  The  work  in  the  several  degrees  was  performed  by  different 
Lodges  which  had  candidates  for  them.  And  on  17th  May»  1882,  the 
Ninety-Thir<l  Annual  Communication  was  held  with  the  same  presid- 
ing officer,  and  representatives  from  78  Lodges. 

The  Grand  Master  asserts  that   - 

From  the  reports  of  the  District  Deputies  and  my  own  personal 
observation,  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  progress.  Our  order 
has  prospered  and  a  healthy  increase  maintained.  The  whole  num- 
ber admitted  t^)  membership  during  the  year  has  been  274  the  ])resent 
membership  is  7,841,  a  slight  increase  over  that  of  one  year  ago. 

And  then  makes  the  following  remarks  that  may  with  propriety 
apply  to  others  than  our  brethren  of  New  Hampshire  : 

There  still  exists  amcmg  the  officers  of  our  Lodges  too  much  incli- 
nation to  favor  rapid  advancement  in  Masonry.  I  believe  that  our 
motto  should  be  **slow  but  sure,"  and  Masons  should  be  made  from 
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those  who  seek  it  for  itself  alone,  rather  than  from  those  who  apply 
for  it,  as  thoy  would  un  accidental  insurance  j>olicv,  b(»canse  they  are 
abont  to  travel,  to  be  used  only  when  niisforlnue  overtakes  them*. 

The  zeal  manifested  in  many  of  onr  Lo<l^es,  in  procnrinp  for  appli- 
cants for  the  honors  of  Miusonry  dispensiitions,  wavinj^  the  nsual 
probation,  solely  because  they  are  about  to  dei)art  for  some  other 
field  of  labor,  will,  I  am  fearful,  convey  to  the  profane  an  erroneous 
impression  of  the  objects  of  our  beloved  institution. 

The  reports  of  the  D.  D.  Grand  Masters  show  that  the  Ix>dges  gen- 
erally are  zealous  and  active,  some  few  appear  to  be  listless,  and  yet, 
a  few  others  do  not  obey  the  edict  of  the  Grand  Lodge  as  to  work  or 
ritual. 

We  copy  the  following  resolution  that  you,  my  brethren,  may  learn 
how  things  appear  to  be  done  elsewhere.  We  don't  know  what  it 
means,  nor  do  we  wish  to  see  the  **  Key."  All  such  are,  in  our  opin- 
ion, in  violation  of  our  construction  of  our  O.  H.,  but  in  this  free 
country  every  one  may  do  as  he  pleases  -perhaps  our  O.  B.'s  are  now 
obsolete  and  do  not  become  this  progressive  age. 

JifftolrnU  That  a  committee  of  two  be  appointed  by  the  chair,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  make  an  exact  copy  of  the  Crrand  Lc^dge  Key,  said 
copy  to  be  kei)t  at  all  times  in  the  possession  of  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Master,  and  all  decisions  relative  to  the  work  and  lectures  shall  be 
made  by  him  from  this  copy. 

There  are  two  exceedingly  lengthy  reports  on  Jurisprudence,  dis- 
playing great  familiarity  with  Masonic  and  constitutional  law.  The 
first  was  when  a  Lodge  U.  D.  failed  to  obtain  a  charter  bewiuse  they 
did  not  apply  at  next  communication  of  Grand  Lodge,  but  allowed  a 
year  to  i)ass  without  work,  (for  they  had  ncith(?r  dispensation  or  war- 
rant,) and  then  applied  for  a  charter  but  they  wen- refused.  It  covers 
seven  closely  printed  jiages  ;  and  the  other  indeed  we  did  not  see 
the  gist  of  it  after  twice  reading  it.  Too  much  lawyer  there  -too 
much  spliting  hairs. 

Increase  in  membership  during  the  year  31.  Balance  in  treasur];' 
last  vear  $21):j.()r),  this  vear  $942.72. 

Brother  Alpheus  W.  Baker  was  elected  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  and 
Brother  George  P.  Cleaves  Grand  Secretary. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  Brother  Albert  S. 
Wait  whose  facile  i>en  drops  liquid  pearls.  lie  gives  Alabama  a  suffi- 
cient notice.  He  exjiresses  no  opinion  but  states  the  fact  that  in 
New  Hampshire  one  who  has  been  huspend^d  for  non-payment  of 
du(?s  to  effect  his  restoration  must  only  pay  the  dues  for  which  he 
was  susi)ended,  while  in  .\labama  he  must  i)ay  also  for  such  as  may 
have  actrued  during  his  susi)ension.  There  is  a  * 'diversity  of  opinion 
on  this  subject,"  yet,  in  the  Alabama  practice  the  additional  sum  is 
only  a  reminder  that  a  Brother  can't  pay  when  he  wishes  and   when 
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he  desires  to  save,  not  pay,  yet  re-instate  himself  at  his  own  option. 
We  think  the  New  Hampshire  phin  calcuhitecl  to  encourage  derelic- 
tion in  payment  of  dues  and,  therefore,  think  M.  W.  Bro.  Bell  was 
correct  in  his  ruling. 

We  find  that  Brother  Beers  also  thought  as  we  have  already  ex- 
pressed ourself,  that  in  Masonic  proceedings  there  is  **  Ux)  much  Uiw," 
and  we  find  Brother  Wait  also  saying  : 

We  are  iui'liiie<l  to  think  with  Brother  Beers,  that  there  is  in  most 
Masonic  jurisdictions  a  tendency  towards  too  much  law  at  the  expense 
of  the  more  broa<l  and  beneficent  principles  of  our  Order.  We 
ought  to  be  (-areful  tlmt  red  tape  does  not  gain  so  much  the  mastery 
as  to  su^)plant  in  our  hearts  the  underlying  principles  of  the  Masonic 
Institution. 

We  well  recollect  once  hearing  a  lengthy  and  very  able  discussion 
in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  where  the  disputants  were  all  law- 
yers, an<l  these  were  showing  that  the  plain  reijuircment  of  the  con- 
stitution, if  the  W.  M.  of  a  Lodge  was  exercising  ministerial  func- 
tions, meant  one  thing,  and  if  judicial,  an(»ther  thing,  while  four- 
fifths  of  the  members,  to  whose  vote  it  had  to  be  left  at  last,  knew 
nothing  of  either  of  the  positions  or  their  nice  distinctions. 

In  relation  to  what  is  termed  the  **  American  Doctrine,"  or  the  ex- 
clusive jurisdiction  of  (\i\ch  Grand  Lodge  in  its  own  territory',  we  find 
him  saWng  : 

Ami  in  the  same  connection,  giving  us  credit  for  fairness  and 
ability  (for  which  we  are  truly  grateful),  he  speaks  of  our  being 
"  radically  wnmg"  from  allowing  our  * 'sympathy  for  the  minority  to 
overshadow  our  liettor  judgment." 

But  hr)W  is  it  with  this  (irand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales  ?  By  the 
showing  of  Brother  Dodge  himself,  in  the  above  mentioned  report, 
there  are  forty-five  Lodges  in  the  C'olony,  of  which  twelve  onh'  have 
undertaken  to  form  this  now  Grand  Lo«lge.  That  is  to  say,  not  only 
not  a  majority,  but  little  more  than  one-fourth  of  the  number  of  reg- 
ular Lodges  there  have  formed  a  bodv  whic:h  our  Arkansas  brethrcjn 
have  declared  to  be  a  regular  and  legitimate  (Jrand  Lodge.  Taking 
the  chainuan's  assertion,  above  (pioted,  that  Grand  Lodge  sovereignty 
is  the  essence  of  the  American  doctrine  ;  that  **  there  is  no  such 
thing  as  a  limited  or  qualified  sovereignty."  and  that  the  thirty-three 
L<)dges  hdve  no  opiUm  whether  to  sUty  out  or  anne  //«,  we  think  Grand 
Lodge  sovereignty  finds  here  an  exeiuplificration  which  ought  to  satisfy 
the  most  latitudinarian  of  the  disciples  of  that  doctrine.  But  what, 
in  the  light  of  these  declarations,  becomes  of  the  right  of  the  ma- 
jority V  The  irrecrnicilubility  <»f  these  two  doctrines,  as  put  by  our 
brethren  r)f  Arkansas,  is  too  apparent  to  be  illustrated  by  argument. 
Thus  stated  and  applied  the  one  or  the  other  must  give  way. 

But,  stated  and  applied  as  they  thus  are,  we  tvccede  to  neither  of 
them.  We  agree  that  each  Grand  Lodge  legitimately  formed  is  rights 
fully  sovereign  over  just  such  territory,  and  just  such  Lodges,  as  it 
has  rightfully  acquired  sovereignty  over,  and  no  further.  In  the  case 
of  New  South  Wales,  we  do  not  agree  that  the  Grand  Lodge  there 
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orgAnized  has  ftcqnired  soveroignty  over  the  wliole  of  that  Province, 
or  over  the  thirty-three  Lodg«'S  not  participating  in  its  formation  ; 
and  for  the  verv  reason,  if  for  no  other,  that  the  niinoritv  have  no 
power  to  assume  sovereignty  over  the  majority,  the  hitter  dissenting. 

Bro.  Brown  of  IlUnois,  said,  on  tliis  subject  : 

*' Just  api>ly  the  unity  theory  in  all  such  cases,  and  all  trouble  will 
be  averted.  When  jurisdiction  is  obtained  by  unity  the  sovereignty 
is  unquestionable,  because  derived  from  all  the  Lodges  and  (irand 
Lodges  interested,  by  their  unanimous  assent."  And  Bro.  Wait  con- 
tinued : 

Should  this  view  be  the  one  finally  settled  upon  it  will  ai)pear  that 
we  went  too  far  twr>  years  ago  in  recognizing  the  («rand  Lodge  of  New 
Mexico  as  a  sovereign  (Iraud  Masonic  Body  ;  we  should  have  waited 
till  all  the  Lodges  within  the  Territory  had  united  in  its  organization. 
Our  impression  at  the  time  was,  and  in  that  view  we  recommend  the 
action,  that  the  Body  might  he  recognized  as  sovereign  over  that  part 
of  the  Territory  occujjied  by  the  L<^<lges  uniting  in  its  formation, 
conceding  at  the  same  time  the  legitimacy  of  those  Lodges  which  did 
not  choose  to  come  under  its  rule. 

It  ^nll  be  seen  further  on  that  Pennsylvania  luis  acted  upon  the 
precise  view  suggested  by  Brother  Brown  .  and  we  would  not  be  sur- 
prised to  see  it  finally  adopted  as  the  accej)ted  doctrine,  both  in  the- 
ory and  practice.  It  would  certainly,  if  ado])ted,  at  once  i)ut  an  end 
to  all  such  unseendy  contentions  as  have  been  the  direct  offspring  of 
that  ultra  theory  which  with  its  peculiar  tone  of  dogmatism  proclaims 
itself  as  the  "American  Doctrine." 

We  are  sorry  to  find  him  an  advocate  for  the  position  that  the 
charter  need  not  be  i>resent  to  constitute  a  legal  Lodge- -this,  how- 
ever, we  do  under  Louisiana. 

The  proposition  enunciated  by  him,  **  that  a  brother  might  apply 
for  membership  to  any  Lodge  without  regard  to  his  place  of  residence 
and  unrestrained  by  jurisdi<'tional  lines  of  Lodges  or  Grand  Lodges," 
we  believe  to  be  entirely  correct. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

This  (Jrand  Lodge  held  its  Ninety-fifth  Annual  Convocation  on  the 
18th  January,  lHS-2,  there  being  present  M.  W.  John  W.  Martin, 
Grand  >bister,  and  the  other  (irand  Otficers  and  representatives  from 
130  Lodges.     It  was  of)ene<l  with  the  singing  of  the  following  ode  : 

(^bV— God  Save  Ameuica.) 

Welcome,  ye  Brothers  dear, 
Once  more  assembled  here 

In  conclave  gran<l. 
Pleasant  it  is  to  meet 
In  this  revered  retreat. 
Holding  communion  sweet, 

Joined,  heart  and  hand. 
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Brothers,  an  antbem  raise, 
Join  in  a  song  of  praise 

With  one  accord. 
Come,  let  our  voices  blend, 
Let  earnest  pray'rs  ascend 
To  him,  our  surest  friend, 

Great  God,  our  Lord  ! 

Hear  Thou  our  humble  pray'r 
Extend  Thy  loving  care 

To  Craftsmen  bore  ; 
And,  gracious  God !  ordain 
That  in  Thy  sacred  fane 
Sweet  peace  and  concord  reign, 

Our  toils  to  cheer. 

Father  !  to  Thee  we  owe 
All  we  enjoy  below 

In  mercy  given. 
By  thee,  our  first  and  best 
Are  we  supremely  blest ; 
On  Thee  we  humbly  rest 

Our  hoijes  of  Heaven  ! 

The  Grand  Master  announces  the  Craft  as  prosperous  and  harmo" 
nious. 

His  decisions  correspond  with  the  rulings  in  Alabama,  this  from 
one  on  a  subject  not  yet  ha\ing  V>een  placed  before  either  our  Grand 
Master  or  Grand  Lodge,  we  find  that  more  is  required  on  a  qertificate 
of  dimit  in  New  Jersey  than  here.     The  ruling  is  as  follows  : 

A  certificate  which  does  not  declare  that  the  holder  is  in  good  Ma- 
sonic standing,  and  that  he  has  canceled  all  indebtedness  to  the 
Lodge  withdrawn  from,  and  which  does  not  bear  his  signature  in  the 
margin,  cannot  be  considered  a  regular  dimit,  nor  can  the  person 
presenting  it  be  afiiliuted  thereon  in  this  jurisdiction. 

We  have  always  thought  that  no  dimit  is  ever  granted  unless  the 
party  applying  for  it  is  entirely  clear  of  the  books,  and  otherwise  in 
good  standing  in  his  Lodge  ;  in  fact  that  it  was  the  evidence  under 
the  seal  of  the  Lodge  of  these  very  things.  But  we  must  live  and 
learn. 

After  stating  receipts  and  disbursements,  the  Grand  Master  says  : 

Showing  an  amount  sufficient,  it  is  presumed,  to  meet  the  expenses 
of  the  Grand  Lod^e  during  the  current  year.  But  it  is  patent  that 
the  Grand  Lodge  is  living  beyond  its  income,  and  that  its  expenses 
must  be  reduced  or  its  income  increased.  The  former  course  is  im- 
practicable if  its  usefulness  is  to  continue  unimpaired,  and  the  latter 
remains.  Its  present  necessity  is  not  apparent,  if  realization  on  in- 
vestments can  be  relied  on  when  their  amounts  are  required,  but,  at 
the  best,  it  strikes  me  as  only  putting  off  the  evil  day  yet  a  little  while 
longer. 

(8) 
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And  closes  his  address  with  these  pertinent  questions  : 

The  year  closed  will  exist  no  longer  save  in  memory,  and  thoee 
memories  will  be  of  sweetness  or  of  remorse  and  sadness  as  we  glean 
from  the  record  what  we  have  done  and  what  we  have  left  nndone. 
And  how  few  are  there  of  us  that  have  done — nay,  is  there  one  of  ns 
who  hus  done  his  duiy  ? 

Have  we  fed  the  hungry  ?  Have  we  clothed  the  naked  ?  Have  we 
bound  up  the  wounds  of  the  afflicted  ?  Have  we  been  slow  to  anger 
and  easy  to  forgive  ?  Have  we  stayed  the  footsteps  of  an  errins 
Brother,  and  warned  him,  Mrith  kindness,  of  apx^roaching  danger? 
Have  we  not  opened  our  ears  to  his  slanderers,  and  have  we  closed 
our  lips  against  all  reproach  ?  Have  his  faults  and  his  follies  remain- 
ed locKcd  in  our  bosoms,  and  have  our  prayers  for  mercy  ascended  to 
Gk>d  for  his  sins  ?    Nay,  have  we  not  sometimes  forgotten  that 

'*  The  man  is  down^  and  what  he  needs 
Is  rmdyhelp,  not  prayers  and  creeds." 

Charters  were  granted  to  two  new  Lodges. 

There  was  an  increase  of  twenty-two  in  the  membership  during  the 
year. 

Brother  William  Hardacre  was  elected  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  and 
Brother  Joseph  H.  Hough,  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  James  A.  Norton  presented  the  report  on  Correspondence, 
reviewing  the  proceedings  of  Alabama  for  1880.  In  it  he  quotes  Bro. 
Beers'  views  in  relation  to  retiuiring  **  a  W.  M.  to  take  a  Chapter  De- 
gree before  he  can  preside,"  <kc.  Now  we  think  the  late  Chairman  of 
this  Committee  was  mistaken  in  denominating  it  a  Chapter  Degree. 
It  was  the  Chair  Degree  which  all  those  elected  to  the  position  of 
Master  of  a  Lodge  took  to  fit  them  for  the  place.  Yet  our  Grand 
Lodge  has  repeatedly  ruled  that  it  was  not  necessary,  and  the  confer- 
ring it  has  fallen  into  disuse. 

It  would  give  us  pleasure  to  copy  his  contest  with  Brother  Drum- 
mond,  of  Maine,  as  to  the  necessity  of  a  candidate  for  the  mysteries 
being  a  'perfect  man,'  but  to  do  so  would  occupy  too  much  space,  and 
to  attempt  to  extract  from  it  would  mar  it. 

NEW  MEXICO. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Fourth  Annual  Communication  of  this 
Grand  Lodge  was  held  on  19th  December,  1881,  M.  W.  Brother  Simon 
B.  Newcomb,  Grand  Muster,  presiding,  with  representatives  from  all 
of  its  subordinates— six  in  number. 

Total  membership,  243  ;  gain  during  the  year,  38. 

The  Craft  is  in  a  fairly  prosperous  condition  and  will  doubtless 
grow  rapidly  with  the  rapid  development  of  the  country,  and  this 
must  necessarily  be  the  result  of  a  good  climate,  much  arable  land 
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and  mineral  reRources  without  limit.  It  looks  strange  to  one  who  was 
familiar  with  this  territory  before  the  introduction  of  railroads  into 
that  far-off  country,  and  who  had  wrestled  with  the  fleas  at  Las 
Cruces  while  endeavoring  to  sleep  in  a  room  where  were  gathered  not 
the  family  only,  but  the  chickens  and  donkey,  to  find  it  accommoda^ 
ting  a  Grand  Lodge  and  the  local  Lodge  banqueting  the  Grand  Lodge. 
But  such  is  life,  change  and  progress  are  evey where.  But  Masonry  is 
elastic  and  can  lulapt  itself  to  all  conditions,  preserving  unchanged 
the  indestructible  principles  underlying  its  entire  system. 

We  are  exceedingly  gratified  to  see  that  the  difiiculty  heretofore  ex^ 
isting  between  this  Grand  Lodge  and  that  of  Missouri  has  been 
terminated,  and  that  fraternal  relations  between  the  two  have  been 
restored.  Harmony  is  the  strength  and  support  of  all  well  regulated 
institutions,  more  especially  this  of  ours. 

Brother  Henry  L.  Waldo  was  elected  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  and 
Brother  David  J.  Miller,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  made  a  report,  embracing  Ala- 
bama for  1880  within  its  limits.  The  Committee  quotes  liberally  from 
Grand  Master  Tompkins'  address,  and  copy  his  whole  argument  on 
which  he  based  his  decision  in  regard  to  polygamy.  This  Grand 
Lodge  is  in  close  proximity  to  the  Territory  where  this  blot  upon  the 
civilization  of  this  nineteenth  century  exists,  and  will  doubtless  soon 
be  compelled  to  act  for  herself  in  this  matter.  None  can  doubt  her 
courae,  for  thus  far  she  has  exhibited  both  discretion  and  firmness. 

The  Committee  is  sound  on  the  tinkering- with- work-business.    See  : 

We  are  of  the  old  school— **  old  fogyish,"  some  people  with  modem 
ideas  would  call  us  -and  we  don't  believe  in  changing  a  word,  sylla- 
ble or  letter  in  monitor  or  ritual.  We  have  had  occasion  more  than 
once  in  years  **lang  syne"  to  take  Masters  of  Lodges  to  task  for  put- 
ting on /art/rt/ /oKn/iw  while  doing  their  work,  ond  we  never  open  one 
of  these  hew  monitors  without  expecting  to  find  some  new  fangled 
fancy  ti)xich.  And  this  reminds  us  that  on  one  occasion  while  in  old 
Mexico  we  visited  a  (hiiy  (unislUnieil  Lodge  of  Masons  and  remained 
there  just  long  enough  to  see  the  Worshipful  Master  open  a  hook  aivd 
eommence  to  re^td  the  ofi^nin/j  r/Yw/i/,  the  responses  being  read  by  his  offi- 
cers from  similar  books.  The  suddenness  ^nth  which  we  departed 
from  that  Lodge  room  left  the  impression  behind  that  we  had  very 
pressing  business  in  some  other  locality.  We  afterwards  obtained  a 
glimpse  of  one  of  these  books  and  found  it  to  be  a  **Manu€U*'  adopted 
for  the  purpose  of  "facilitating  work,"  and  since  that  time  we  nave 
regarded  all  "  Manuals"  with  suspicion. 

NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Second  Annual  Communication  of  the'Grand 
Lodge  of  New  South  Wales,  the  first  since  her  recognition  by  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  are  before  us,  and  from  them  we  find  that 
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the  same  was  opened  in  ample  form  by  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  the 
Hon.  James  S.  Famell,  on  30th  June,  1880,  at  which  no  other  busi- 
ness was  transacted  but  the  installation  of  the  Grand  Officers  from 
Senior  Grand  Warden  down. 

Quarterly  Communications  were  subsequently  held,  at  each  of  which 
the  usual  business  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  transacted.  At  that  held 
on  the  3d  June,  1881,  a  letter  prepared  by  the  M.  W.  Grand  blaster  to 
the  Grand  Lodges  of  England,  Ireland  and  Scotland  was  approved 
and  requested  to  be  for\i'arded.  We  give  it  entire,  as  showing  good 
reasons  why  this  Grand  Lodge  should  be  recognized,  and  in  justifica- 
tion of  our  action  at  the  communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ala^ 
bama  in  December,  1881. 

Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales  of  Free  and  Accepted  ^lasons. 
Grand  Secretarj''s  Office,  Masonic  Temple, 

Clarence  St.,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  May,  1881. 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  the  Grand  Muster  and  the  Officers  and  Members  df 
the  United  Grand  Dxlge  of  Eti^jland^  of  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Ma- 
sons, in  Grand  Lodije  assembled : 

Most  Woeshipful  Brethren — I  again  do  myself  the  honor  of  sub- 
mitting for  your  consideration  a  sUitement  of  the  course  of  events 
which  culminated  in  the  establishment  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New 
South  Wales,  of  which  I  have  the  distinguished  honor  of  being  the 
Grand  Master. 

In  the  year  1869  I  was  duly  commissioned  and  installed  into  office 
as  ProWncial  Grand  Master  of  the  Irish  Constitution  of  Ancient  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  in  the  colony  of  New  South  Wales,  there  being 
also  a  District  Grand  Lodge  of  your  august  body  and  a  Provincial 
Grand  Lodge  of  Scottish  Freemasons. 

Through  various  causes,  to  my  personal  knowledge,  many  distin- 
guished brethren  in  the  colony  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  time 
nad  fully  arrived,  and  the  just  requirements  of  the  Craft  demande<l, 
that  these  several,  and,  alas !  too  often  rival  Constitutions  should 
merge  into  one,  and  form  a  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales. 

For  many  years  the  discussion  continued,  and  when  the  brethren 
here  found  that  in  case  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada  the  principle  had 
been  detinitely  adopted  that  any  prorince  might  organize  a  Grand 
Lodge,  they  at  once  communicated  with  the  several  Grand  Lodges  in 
the  Dominion  of  Canada,  which  had  been  duly  recognized  as  Sister 
Sovereign  Grand  Lodges  by  your  august  body,  for  their  advice  as  to 
the  legitimacy  of  our  claims  and  the  course  to  be  pursued  in  order  to 
secure  the  establishment  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales  in 
a  just  and  lawful  manner. 

It  was  fully  believed  by  us  that  if  we  followed  the  adnce  and  in  the 
footsteps,  the  pattern  and  example  of  such  august  bodies  as  the 
Grand  Lodges  of  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  Prince  Edward  Island,  Que- 
bec, and  the  Grand  Lodges  of  the  United  States  of  America,  that  our 
action  w?)uld  not  only  not  be  challenged  but  that  from  every  Grand 
Lodge  in  the  world  we  would  have  the  highest  commendation,  sanc- 
tion, and  support 
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Upon  receiving  from  the  Grand  Lodges  in  Canada  their  replies  and 
advice,  action  was  at  once  taken,  and  a  large  number  of  Masters  and 
Past  Masters  formed  themselves  iuto  a  Masonic  Union  and  issued  cir- 
culars to  every  Masonic  Lodge  in  the  territory  under  the  English, 
Scottish,  and  Irish  Constitutions,  inviting  them  to  send  delegates  to  a 
meeting  which  was  to  be  held  in  Sydney  in  order  to  decide  the  ques- 
tion of  the  expediency  of  estaV>lishing  a  Grand  Lodge  in  New  South 
Wales.  At  this  meeting  delegates  from  thirteen  Lodges  under  the 
Constitutions  of  Ireland  and  Scotland  met,  and  in  pursuance  of  the 
instructions  given  to  them  by  their  several  Lodges  proceeded  to  the 
organizing  of  a  Grand  Lodge  under  the  title  of  "  The  Grand  Lodge  of 
Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Mfisons  of  New  South  Wales."  Distant 
country  Lodges  sent  in  letters  cordially  agreeing  in  the  course  taken  ; 
and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales  commenced  its  career  as 
the  Sovereign  Grand  Lodge  of  the  territory  of  New  South  W^ales. 

While  many  distinguished  members  of  the  English  Constitution 
gave  in  their  adherence  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales, 
none  of  the  Lodges  of  the  United  Grand  Lodge  of  England  attended 
the  meetings,  and  save  the  Lodge  of  Truth,  Braid  wood,  No.  881,  none 
gave  in  their  allegiance,  and  it  was  found  upon  inquiry  that  the  Dis- 
trict Grand  Master  of  the  United  Grand  Lodge  of  England  had  caused 
circulars  to  be  sent  to  the  various  Lodges  under  his  jurisdiction  con- 
veying threats  of  suspension  and  expulsion  against  them  if  they  took 
any  part  whatever  in  the  movement. 

From  personal  observation,  I  know  that  the  greater  number  of  our 
brethren  of  the  English  Constitution  in  this  territory  are  personally 
favorable  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales,  and  that  they  de- 
sire to  come  under  its  authority. 

I  now  submit  that  the  Grancl  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales  is  entitled 
to  recognition  from  your  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  as  an  Independent 
Grand  Lodge— 

Ist.  Because  when  it  was  founded  the  territory  was  Masonically 
unoccupied. 

2d.  Because  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales  was  established 
by  the  duly  appointed  delegates  from  thirteen  warranted  Lodges  of 
F^ee  and  Accepted  Masons. 

3d.  Because  in  its  establishment  every  care  was  taken  to  follow 
doselv  in  the  footsteps  of  those  'Grand  Lodges  which  have  been  es- 
tablished in  other  portions  of  the  British  Dominions,  and  which 
Grand  Lodges  are  duly  recognized  by  all  Grand  Lodges  as  being  Sis- 
ter Sovereign  Grand  Lodges. 

4th.  Because  since  the  establishment  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New 
South  W'ales  its  subordinate  Lodges  have  and  are  increasing  in  num- 
bers, there  being  now  twenty-five  Lodges  under  its  jurisdiction,  all 
being  in  the  highest  state  of  accord  and  prosperity. 

6th.  Because  while  the  Lodges  under  the  English  Constitution 
have  not  as  yet  i^ven  in  their  allegiance  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New 
South  Wales,  it  is  solely  to  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that  the  District 
Grand  Master  of  the  English  Constitution  here  has  prohibited  them 
from  so  doing  under  the  penalty  of  suspension  and  expulsion. 

6th.  Because  prior  to  the  erection  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New 
South  Wales  this  terriU)r\'  was  Masonically  unoccupied,  and  as  the 
erection  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales  was  effected  by  thir- 
teen Masonic  Lodges,  and  that  every  Lodge  in  th^  territory  had  due 
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and  timely  notice,  and  every  step  was  taken  in  a  just  and  lawful  man- 
ner, the  erection  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales  was  lawful, 
and  consequently  it  is  entitled  to  recognition  us  an  Independent 
Grand  Lodge. 

I  trust  that  your  Worshipful  Body  'i^'ill  look  at  this  important  mat- 
ter, unbiassed  by  any  desire  to  profit  by  the  contributions  of  the 
brethren  here,  and  unbiassed  by  adverse  representations  from  your 
District  Grand  Master. 

I  claim,  on  behalf  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales,  that 
the  only  points  on  which  your  Worshipful  Body  can  decide  are — 

1st.  That  prior  to  the  erection  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South 
Wales  this  territory  was  neutral  and  unoccupied. 

2nd.  That  since  the  erection  of  the  Gnind  Lodge  of  New  South 
Wales  it  is  the  only  body  entitled  to  sovereignty  in  tiiis  territory. 

I  have  received  from  the  Grand  Lodges  of  New  Brunswick,  British 
Columbia,  District  Columbia,  U.  S.  A.,  Nebraska,  U.  S.  A.,  Washing- 
ton Territory,  U.  8.  A.,  New  Mexico,  IT.  S.  A.,  official  intimation  that 
they  have  adopted  resolutions  extending  recognition  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  New  South  Wales  as  a  Sister  Sovereign  Grand  Lodge  and 
have  exchanged  representatives,  and  that  a  large  number  of  other 
Grand  Lodges  have  communicated  their  intention  to  accord  recogni- 
tion at  their  next  sessions. 

Your  Worshipful  Body  vnH  therefore  perceive  that  any  further  delay  in 
according  recognition  ^^-ill  act  in  a  manner  highly  detrimental  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  Craft,  and  cannot  possibly  serve  any  good  purpose,  as  already 
several  Grand  Lodges  in  which  your  august  body  have  representatives, 
have  appointed  their  representatives  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New 
South  Wales,  and  have  received  and  acknowledged  the  representatives 
appointed  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales. 

Your  representatives  to  these  Grand  Lodges  will,  therefore,  sit  in 
the  same  Grand  Lodge  with  the  representatives  of  a  Grand  ^Lodge  to 
which  you  are  delaying  recogition,  and  this  anomalous  position  is  en- 
tirely opposed  to  those  principles  which  have  been  from  remote  an- 
tiquity held  up  to  the  good  ilason  for  his  guidance. 

I  may  here  point  out  that  on  the  erection  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
New  South  Wales  all  Lodges  which  have  been  chartered  in  the  terri- 
torj'  by  other  Grand  Lodges  subsequently  thereto  must  perforce  be 
illegally  chartered,  because  no  Grand  Lodge  can  legally  charter  any 
Lodge  in  a  teritory  which  has  a  Grand  Lodge  of  its  own. 

I  would  here  mention  that  I  have  not  received  any  answer  or  ac- 
knowledgment from  your  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  my  letters  to 
you  under  date  January,  1878,  ancf  December,  1879. 

That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales  has  sufficient  vitality  to 
successfully  govern  in  its  territory  is  evidenced  from  these  few  fiicts : 
Ist.  That  under  its  patronage  a  paper  devoted  to  the  interests  of 
the  Craft  is  published  every  four  weeks,  and  circulates  fifteen  hun- 
dred copies  of  each  issue,  and  that  it  received  as  exchanges  the 
printed  reports  of  nearly  every  Grand  Lodge  in  the  world,  as  also 
nearly  every  Masonic  organ,  many  of  which  have  passed  high  encom- 
iums upon  its  literary  excellence,  and  its  original  articles  are  con- 
stantly being  quoted  and  reprinted    in  other  Masonic  journals. 

2nd.  That  m  the  genuine  work  of  the  good  ^lason  the  members 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales  are  indeed  in  the  first  rank. 

The  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Fund  founded  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
New  South  Wales  has  nourished  beyond  my  most  sanguine  expecta- 
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tioDS,  as  likewiRe  has  the  Beneyolent  Fund,  and  the  members  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Walon  are  about  erecting  Alms  Houses  to 
afford  an  asylum  to  their  worthy  poor  and  distressed  brethren,  irre- 
spective of  the  Constitution  to  which  they  owe  allegiance  ;  and  a  cap- 
ital of  twenty  thousand  pounds  is  being  rapidly  subscribed  for  the 
purpose  of  building  a  large  Mascmic  Hall  in  Sydney  ;  while  the  dis- 
bursements already  made  to  our  poor  and  distressed  l)rethren,  and  to 
the  indigent  widows  and  or];>hans  of  deceased  Fi*eemasons,  irrespec- 
tive of  the  Constitution,  haw  already  reached  a  very  large  amount. 

I  may  here  mention  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales  in- 
cludes in  its  ranks  many  members  of  parliament  of  New  South  Wales, 
many  Government  officials,  including  the  High  Sheriff  of  the  Colony 
of  New  South  Wales,  many  m»\gistrates,  gentlemen,  ex-mayors,  and 
aldermen  of  the  city  of  Sydney,  and  mayors  and  aldermen  of  country 
districts,  a  large  number  of  weajthy  and  respected  colonists,  and 
fairly  represents  the  intellect,  wealth,  tbew  and  sinew  of  this,  the 
oldest,  happiest  and  most  prosperous  portion  of  Her  Most  Gracious 
Majesty's  Southern  Empire  ;  and  feel  fully  assured  that  if  your  Most 
Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  could  but  see  the  Ktiite  of  efficiency  achieved 
by  the  officers  of  every  Lodge  under  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South 
Wales,  and  the  true  spirit  of  Masonic  feeling  exhibited  by  every 
member,  that  the  spontaneous  outcouie  would  be  that  of  most  hearty 
good  wishes  and  thoroughly  Masonic  commendation. 

I  have  filled  the  position  of  member  of  the  Parliament  of  New 
South  Wales  for  twenty  years,  and  have  had  the  honor  of  being  Prime 
Minister,  yet  I  feel  more  highly  honored  in  being  the  elected  Grand 
Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales,  for  the  simple 
reason  that  all  my  subordinates  are  good  citizens,  loyal  subjects,  and 
thoroughly  devoted  to  the  high  and  holy  objects  of  our  most  ancient 
and  honorable  Order,  and  consequently  they  must  contribute  most 
materially  to  the  advancement  and  happiness  of  the  whole  of  the 
world,  while  His  Excellency  Sir  Alfred  Stephen,  the  Acting  Governor 
of  the  Colony,  has  publicly  expressed  the  highest  encomiums  on  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales.  Tliis  I  st^ite  to  show  our  bona 
fidfSf  and  that  we  are  not  the  outcome  of  a  spurious  organization,  but 
that  the  establishment  ot  a  Grand  Lodge  hero  has  arisen  out  of  care- 
ful thought  and  consideration  for  years  by  Masons  of  all  the  Consti- 
tutions established  here,  believing  that  it  would  be  for  the  good  and 
the  advancement  of  Freemasonry. 

For  the  reasons  hereinbefore  expressed,  and  because  it  is  your  high 
prerogative  to  advance  the  best  interests  of  our  ancient  and  holy 
Order,  I  now  request  your  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  to  fairly 
consider  the  subject,  and  to  extend  unto  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New 
South  Wales  the  right  hand  of  fellowship,  when  it  will  be  abundantly 
proven  that  while  we  are  sc^ions  who  have  not  degenerated  in  mental 
or  physical  vigor,  that  we  also  have  not  degenerated  from  those  truly 
Maisonic  virtues  which  from  our  admission  into  the  ranks  of  Free- 
masonry have  been  taught  unto  us. 

Fervently  praying  that  the   Great  Architect  of  the  Universe  will 
continue  to  guide  and  protect  our  holy   Order,  and  to  embellish   it  ' 
with  every  social  \'irtue,  I   beg  t^)  remain,   Most   Worshipful   Grand 
Master,  Officers  and  Members  of  the  United  Grand  Lodge  of  England, 

Yours  very  fraternally, 

(Signed)  JAMES  S.  FARNELL, 

Grand  Master. 
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NEVADA. 

At  the  Eighteenth  Annnal  Commnnication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Nevada  there  were  representatives  from  19  Subordinates,  presided 
over  by  M.  W.  Grand  j^Iaster  Horatio  S.  Mason. 

There  are  in  this  jurisdiction  22  Lodges,  with  a  membership  of 
1,298.     Loss  during  the  year  99. 

The  Grand  Master  says,  **  I  have  taken  pains  to  inform  myself  of 
each  Lodge,  *  *  and  although  we  have  lost  some  from  local  causes, 
yet  the  lotM  has  fallen  upon  large  Lodges  that  can  best  spare  mem- 
bers." 

The  questions  before  the  Grand  Lodge  were  of  local  interest  only, 
but  they  show  that  the  Brethren* there  are  anxious  to  for»'ard  the 
interests  of  masonry  and  are  fully  imbued  with  the  proper  spirit. 

Brothers  Horatio  S.  Mason  and  John  D.  Hammond  were  severally 
re-elected  Grand  Master  and  Grand  Secretarj*. 

The  Grand  Secretary  presented  the  report  on  correspondence,  re- 
viewing the  proceedings  of  55  Grand  Lodges,  and  among  them  those 
of  the  sixty-first  communication  of  Alabama.  He  makes  his  bow 
most  nervously  in  the  following  language  : 

It  is  with  no  small  degree  of  diffidence  that  the  undersigned,  on 
behalf  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence,  prosents  the  following 
report.  Two  factors  enter  into  this  feeling.  The  one  has  reference 
to  a  certain  nervousness  regarding  the  fitness  of  the  writer  for  the 
peculiar  work  in  hand,  while  the  other  derives  its  force  from  the  re- 
treating shadow  of  a  great  personality.  Col.  Tavlor,  whose  genial 
writings  have  been  so  widely  read  and  so  thoroughly  appreciated,  did 
not  prepare  this  report— the  more's  the  pity. 

He  thinks  some  of  the  decisions  of  our  Grand  blaster  ought  not  t*^ 
rank  as  such,  and  ought  not  to  have  been  so  dignified  as  they  are  but 
trite  axioms. 

We  have  sometimes  enjoyed  a  hearty  laugh  at  the  list  of  our  Lodges 
but  our  brother  takes  a  gloomier  \iew  at  the  oddity  of  the  names  of 
many  of  our  Lodges  and  thinks  death  the  only  relief,  but  he  says  : 

In  looking  over  the  Grand  Secrctarj-'s  tables  we  were  struck  with 
some  of  the  Lodges  names.  We  give  a  few  samples  :  Sylnrwign,  A^/x- 
burg,  X(ttnMnJ(jny  Lozahntrhfpy  T%<tter,  fCropIattir,  hf^irhfipttla^  Risin'j  Vir- 
tuCy  ynnafalia,  Zion,  Sips^'t/y  Ohalrhfie,  Pm  Rlrer  and  Blue  Eyf.  Gentle 
reader,  make  your  will,  and  then  read  the  list  over  throe  times,  ffusi. 

We  cannot  take  leave  of  this  volume  without  commending  the  clear 
paper  and  excellent  press-work  of  the  printer-man  employed  by  the 
Grand  Secretary'. 

The  report  covers  more  than  100  pages  and  is  ver^'  excellent. 
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NEW  YORK. 

The  prncoedingB  of  the  One  Hundred  and  First  Annual  Communi- 
cation of  this  mammoth  Grand  Lod«<e  was  held  on  the  6th  June,  1882, 
at  which  were  present  M.  W.  Brother  Horace  S.  Taylor,  (Jrand  Master, 
and  representatives  from  OIH  Lodges.  The  total  number  of  Masons 
in  this  jurisdiction  is  f>0,973,  and  notwithstanding  that  3,347  were 
made  Master  Masons  during  the  year,  yet  there  was  a  decrease  in  the 
total  membership  of  51. 

The  Grand  Master  announced  the  satisfactory  solution  of  the  dif- 
ficulties heretofore  existing  between  this  Grand  Lodge  and  that  of 
Connecticut,  and  the  Grand  Representative  of  the  latter  was  received 
and  greeted  at  this  communication.  He  mentirms  violations  of  juris- 
diction by  other  Grand  Lodges  which  led  to  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  : 

Hesohnlj  That  the  question  raised  by  the  report  of  the  Special 
Committee  on  that  part  of  the  Grand  Master's  address,  in  regard  to 
the  action  of  the  (irand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  towards  Shakespeare 
Lodge,  No.  750,  in  this  jurisdiction,  as  to  its  right  to  interdict  inter- 
ccmrse  between  the  members  of  that  lodge  and  the  masons  in  the 
jurisdiction  of  Pennsylvania,  and  also  whether  the  law  of  this  Grand 
Lodge,  which  gives  unlimited  control  over  a  rejected  candidate^  is  of 
such  universal  application  as  to  cover  the  same  right  in  other  Grand 
Lodges  over  their  rejected  candidates  removing  in  this  jurisdiction. 

The  following  extract  explains  itself.  It  is  a  part  only  of  a  defence 
of  the  Grand  Master  to  chaises  made  that  he  was  using  his  preroga- 
tives to  insure  his  re-election.  When  put  in  nomination,  however, 
(as  is  done  in  this  Grand  Lodge)  he  positively  declined  a  re-election 
or  to  become  a  candidate. 

So  notorious  is  this  evil,  and  so  disastrous  threaten  to  be  its  conse- 
quences, that  no  personal  considerati(ms  should  prevent  it  from  being 
brought  squarely  before  the  (rraud  Lodge.  No  considerations  of  del- 
icacy should  prevent  the  Crrand  Master  from  bringing  the  Grand 
Lodge  face  to  face  with  an  evil  which  threatens  its  pn)8perity,  and 
which,  if  not  checked,  will  endanger  its  cimtinued  existence.  It  is  a 
fact  known  to  all,  that  persons,  past  and  present  members  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  make  organized  and  systematic  efforts  for  the  election 
of  themselves  or  their  friends  t^>  high  office,  bringing  to  their  aid  all 
the  (piestionable  arts  of  the  professional  politician,  and  striving  by 
artificitd  and  unma.sonic  means,  to  create  such  a  sentiment  for  or 
against  a  ptirticular  person  as  will  insure  his  success  or  defeat,  before 
the  Grand  Lodge  as  a  body  shall  have  come  together.  The  Grand 
Lodge  is  in  fact  deprived  of  its  right  to  the  free  choice  of  its  officers. 
Members  are  persistently  solicited  to  vote  for  or  against  particular 
individuals,  and  their  attention  is  diverted  from  the  discharge  of  the 
serious  duties  which  they  are  selected  to  perform.  The  all-absorbing 
question  has  grown  to  be,  not,  What  meiisures  shall  the  Grand  Lodge 
take  for  the  good  of  the  fraternity  ?  but.  Who  shall  be  elected  to 
office? 
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In  another  place  he  properiy  and  truly  says  :  **  Any  person  who 
strives  by  means  of  trickery  to  foist  himself  upon  the  Grand  Lodge 
as  one  of  its  officers,  is  not  only  unworthy  to  be  a  grand  officer  bfd 
his  presenee  should  not  be  tolerated  as  a  Mason."  We  have  Italicised  be- 
cause of  our  approval. 

The  proceedings  with  these  exceptions  are  local  in  their  character. 

Brother  Benjamin  Flagler  was  elected  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  and 
Brother  Edw'd.  M.  L.  Ehlers,  Grand  Secretary,  the  former  Grand 
Secretary,  R.  W.  Bro.  James  M.  Austin,  having  died.  He  had  filled 
the  position  acceptably  twenty-seven  consecutive  years. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  reviewed  the  proceedings  of 
forty  American  Grand  Lodges,  those  of  Canada  (6)  and  fifteen  others 
in  various  parts  of  the  world.  In  reviewing  Alabama  in  reference  to 
our  recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales  he  advises 
that  the  doctrine  of  **  festina  lente"  ought  to  have  bean  practiced  and 
fears  we  have  acted  hastily  : — 

According  to  our  brethren  all  possible  liberty  of  opinion,  we  are 
still  of  opinion  that  action  in  the  direction  of  recognition  is  as  yet 
premature,  and  that  the  action  of  the  new  Grand  Body  should  be 
directed  to  a  peaceful  separation  from  the  English  and  Irish  constitu- 
tions, so  that  it  might  at  once  become  a  sovereign  Grand  Bo<iy  before 
asking  recognition  elsewhare.  We  shall  not  be  slow  to  grant  it  when 
the  conditions  are  such  as  we  can  approve,  and  hence  for  the  present 
we  wait. 

This  is,  in  our  opinion,  right,  and  it  behooves  a  Grand  Lodge  to 
act  circumspectly. 

We  wish  that  we  had  the  time  and  space  to  copy  many  of  his  re- 
marks on  Brother  Par\'in's  mooted  questions,  but  they  are  numerous. 

It  is  from  this  report  that  we  learn  of  the  condition  of  the  frater- 
nity and  its  progress  in  the  Netherlands,  Prussia,  Hungary,  Spain, 
Greece  and  Italy.  In  all  of  these  we  find  the  brethren  active,  and  in 
some  of  them  prosperous.  If  we  felt  that  we  had  the  time  properly 
to  digest  this  report  there  is  very  much  in  it  which  it  would  have  given 
us  pleasure  to  reproduce,  but  we  must  forbear. 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

Held  the  Ninety-fifth  Annual  Communication  of  its  Grand  Lodge 
on  the  Gth  December,  1881,  there  being  present  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Master  Henry  F.  Grainger,  \*'ith  representatives  from  98  Lodges. 

There  are  220  active  Lodges  in  the  jurisdiction  with  a  membership 
of  about  7,0<)0,  and  including  the  unaffiliated  the  number  will  reach 
near  12,000.  There  were  lost  of  active  membership  during  the 
year,  25. 

Of  the  condition  of  the  Craft,  the  Grand  Master  says  : 
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It  is  a  very  pleasing  annonncement  that  I  have  to  make  to  yon  of 
the  increaRin^  interest  in  Mtusonry  in  many  parts  of  the  State,  while 
it  is  to  be  regretted  that  there  has  been,  ana  still  is,  a  declension  in 
others.  Upon  the  whole,  however,  it  is  evident  that  it  has  improved 
and  is  still  improving.  Others,  familiar  "with  the  state  and  condition 
of  the  Craft,  share  with  me  in  the  belief  that  we  are  approaching  a 
brighter  era  of  prosperity  than  we  have  enjoyed  for  several  years 
past.  So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  the  number  of  ^ood  men 
seeking  admission  into  our  ranks  has  been  ver^'  considerably  increased 
in  the  recent  past,  and  many  who  have  been  non-afliliated  are  return- 
ing to  the  Lodges. 

The  Grand  Master  believes  in  the  doctrine  of  perpetual  jurisdic- 
tion, as  seen  by  his  decision  thereon  : 

A  was  initiated  an  E.  A.  in  a  Lodge  in  South  Carolina ;  his  Lodge 
became  defunct ;  he  afterwards  moved  to  this  State  and  applied  to  a 
iKxlge  here  for  the  second  and  third  degrees.  He  is  the  property, 
masonically,  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  that  State,  and  his  petition  can- 
not be  acted  upon  without  the  consent  of  that  Grand  Lodge  or  its 
Grand  Master,  properly  certified. 

We  are  much  gratified  to  see  that  the  effort  to  do  as  Kentucky  has 
so  nobly  done  in  the  establishment  of  a  proper  place  for  the  care  and 
education  of  the  children  of  deceased  yet  needy  brethren  is  meeting 
with  so  great  success.  It  is  our  fervent  wish  that  the  Oxford  Orphan 
Asylum  may  be(;ome  what  its  advocates  hope  and  design  a  beacon  light 
to  guide  to  the  haven  of  rest  and  comfort.  Would  that  our  Grand 
Lodge  could  so  inspire  its  subordinates  as  to  induce  them  to  labor 
persistently  and  continuously  to  a  similar  end.  In  the  i)rosecution  of 
so  glorious  an  object  many  discouraging  circumstances  must  be  en- 
countered, and  doubtless  many  difficulties  must  be  overcome,  but  we 
should  recollect  that  it  is  only  the  more  noble  to  overcome,  and  that 
it  is  despicable  to  yield  because  troubles  are  to  be  encountered. 

Henry  F.  Grainger  was  elected  Gnvnd  Master. 

Donald  W.  Bain,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  submitted  a  partial  report  and 
were  granted  time  to  finish  the  report,  but  we  find  none  printed. 

NOVA  SCOTU. 

The  Sixteenth  Ann  mil  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was 
held  on  the  Ist  June,  1881,  R.  W.  D.  Grand  Master  Lewis  Johnson, 
presiding,  the  Grand  Master,  M.  W.  Brother  Allen  H.  Crowe  having 
been  called  by  the  Supreme  Grand  Master  from  labor  here  to  refresh- 
ment above  **  where  the  wicked  cease  from  t^^oubling,  and  the  weary 
shall  find  rest."  Alabama  knows  well  how  to  sympathize  with  her 
sister,  and  here  tenders  her  full  sympathy  to  our  brethren  in  Nova 
Scotia  in  this  their  great  bereavement. 
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There  were  present  at  this  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  rep> 
resentatives  from  53  Lodges. 

Masonry  here,  as  in  many  of  the  other  jurisdictions,  is  loosing  in 
membership.  The  total  number  of  Lodges  is  68  ;  membership  about 
2,900 ;  loss  during  the  year,  91  ;  157  were  raised  and  162  dimitted, 
while  there  were  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues  120.  Gloomy 
picture. 

The  Deputy  Grand  Master  made  the  address,  confining  himself  to 
matters  of  local  interest  only. 

The  Grand  Secretary  in  his  report,  says  : 

I  regret  to  inform  the  Grand  Lodge  that  two  of  the  brethren  repre- 
senting foreign  Grand  Bodies  near  this  Grand  Lodge  are  now  under 
suspension  by  their  Lo<lges.  As  the  brethren  suspended  have  dis- 
honored their  credentials,  I  recommend  that  such  action  be  taken  at 
this  Communication  as  will  immediately  remove  the  two  foreign 
Grand  Lodges  thus  affected,  from  the  false  and  unfortunate  positions 
in  which  their  representatives  ^ith  us  have  placed  them. 

And  on  motion  the  **  Grand  Secretary  was  instructed  to  communi- 
cate with  the  two  Grand  Lodges  whose  representatives  are  now  un- 
der suspension  by  their  Lodges  informing  them  of  the  fact." 

Brother  W.  M.  Taylor  was  elected  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  and  Bro. 
Benjamin  Curren,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  David  C.  Moore  made  a  very  creditable  report  on  Corres- 
pondence, reviewing  Alabama  for  1880. 

OHIO. 

The  Seventy-second  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
was  held  on  the  18th  of  October,  1881,  Brt>ther  Reuben  C.  Lemon  be- 
ing the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  and  with  rej) resentatives  from  over  300 
chartered  Ix)dges. 

Within  this  jurisdiction  are  29,100  Masons,  and  there  were  raised 
during  the  year  1,221.  There  were  suspended  for  non-payment  of 
dues  1,188,  and  expelled  116,  or  a  total  of  1,304:,  while  there  were  re- 
instated 912.  Why  this  terrible  record  of  suspensions  for  N.  P.  D.? 
Can  it  be  that  so  many  find  the  duties  irksome  or  are  disappointed  in 
their  ho^^es  and  estimate  of  the  institution  ?  We  are  satisfied  that 
there  are  very  few  who  suffer  this  penalty  unjustly.  Around  us 
everywhere  are  to  be  found  delinquent  members  who  deny  them- 
selves no  personal  gratification  however  usele.ss,  and  numbers  of 
these  are  being  sloughed  off  annually. 

The  Gran<i  Master's  address  pertained  only  to  local  matters.  His 
decisions  were  in  accord  with  the  rules  prevailing  here. 
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The  Grand  Lodge  of  Indian  Territory  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Colon  and  the  Inland  of  Cuba,  were  both  fraternally  recognized. 

The  financial  condition  is  excellent. 

Brother  Charles  C.  Kiefer  was  elected  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  and 
Brother  John  D.  Caldwell,  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  R.  E.  Richards  presented  the  report  on  Correspondence, 
reviewing  the  proceedings  of  Alabama  for  1879  and  1880. 

We  copy  from  his  conclusion  what  he  says  about  preparing  one  of 
these  reports  : 

When,  only  a  short  year  ago,  the  undersigned  accepted  from  Grand 
Master  Lemmon  the  chairmanship  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Com- 
munications little  did  he  realize  the  extent  of  the  task  he  had  under- 
taken. But  when,  in  early  Spring,  a  large  box  filled  with  **  Proceed- 
ings"— a  year's  accumulation— arrived  from  Brother  Marvin,  the  pre- 
ceding committeeman,  the  truth  came  out  with  startling  force.  Not 
until  the  latter  part  of  June,  however,  (bd  the  real  labor  begin,  and 
from  that  time  to  the  present— a  period  of  four  months — the  work 
has  been  continuous.  Morning  and  evening  has  the  battle  waged, 
with  many  a  wearied  hour  devoted  to  pen  and  pencil,  when  tired  na- 
ture demanded  rest.  The  task  is  finished,  thanks,  and  he  breathes 
again. 

To  say  that  his  literary  journey,  however  fraught  with  fatigue  and 
pain,  has  been  profitable,  but  faintly  exi)resses  the  truth.  To  the 
Masonic  student  more  can  be  learned  of  practical  Masonry  in  all  its 
variations  within  the  space  of  a  few  months  by  this  process,  than  by 
a  life-time  of  study  in  the  ordinary  way. 

OREGON. 

This  Grand  Lodge  held  its  Thirty-Second  Annual  Communication 
on  the  12th  June,  1882,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  George  McD.  Stroud, 
presiding,  with  representatives  from  02  subordinates  present.  In 
this  jurisdiction  tjiero  are  (J(J  Lodges,  with  a  membership  of  2,841. 
The  increase  during  the  year  was  80. 

The  Grand  Master  thinks  the  Craft  sufliciently  prosperous,  but 
urges  upon  the  individual  members  the  exercise  of  charity  and  cour- 
tesy, not  a  niggardly  charity,  not  one  consisting  of  the  bestowel  of  a 
few  cents  when  absolutely  needed,  but  that  broad  charity  so  beauti- 
fully declared  by  St.  Paul,  and  that  courtesy  which  should  be  ex- 
tended bv  one  Brother  to  another. 

His  decisions  are  generally  in  accord  with  ours. 

Our  Oregon  Brethren  are  active  in  early  and  persistently  providing 
a  fund  for  educational  purposes,  and  they  have  already  accumulated 
a  considerable  sum.  If  every  Grand  Lodge  would  thus  early  begin  to 
make  such  provision  what  a  world  of  good  could  and  would  be  ef- 
fected in  the  course  of  time.  W^ithin  every  jurisdiction  such  monu- 
ments to  the  goodness  of  Masonry,  such  witnesses  of  that  charity  of 
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which  we  boast,  as  is  found  in  Eentncky  in  its  Masonic  Widows  and 
Orphans  Home  would  be  found.  There  we  would  see  no  unaffiliated 
members  of  the  Fraternity,  but  every  one  would  be  proud  of  it  and 
willingly  contribute  to  so  practic-al  a  result. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  recommended  the  recognition 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales,  wbich  was  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Grievances  had  a  sufficient  amount  on  their 
hands  and  there  were  two  or  three  Worshipful  Masters  tried  by  this 
Grand  Lodge. 

A  very  beautiful  and  eloquent  address  on  the  principles  and  design 
and  their  adaptation  to  the  wants  of  our  fellows  was  delivered  by 
Brother  J.  K.  Weatherford. 

The  charter  of  a  Lodge  was  revoked  because  it  failed  to  assess  ade- 
quate punishment  upon  one  who  had  been  proven  guilty  of  gross  un- 
masonic  conduct. 

Brother  Joseph  N.  Dolph  was  elected  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  and 
Brother  Falon  J.  Babcock,  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  S.  F.  Chadwick  submitted  the  report  on  Correspondence, 
and  among  the  proceedings  reviewed  we  find  those  of  Alabama  for 
1881.     It  receives  kind  consideration. 

We  find  him  in  his  conclusion  devoting  several  pages  to  the  discus- 
sion of  the  proper  treatment  to  award  to  non-affiliates.  In  this  juris- 
diction we  freely  allow  a  brother  to  leave  his  Lodge,  and  while  un- 
affiliated our  Lodges  are  prohibited  from  extending  to  him  any  Lodge 
chanties.  He  has  lost  all  right  to  claim  anything  from  the  Lodge, 
but  this  does  not  diminish  the  obligation  which  each  M.  M.  feels  to 
comply  with  his  O.  B.  whenever  he  meets  with  a  worthy  brother  in 
want.  No  inquiry  is  or  ought  to  be  made  as  to  whether  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  a  Lodge,  but  the  inquiries  are,  is  he  in  want  and  is  he.worthy, 
he  having  proven  himself  to  be  what  he  had  averred,  an  M.  M. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Quarterly  Communications  are  held  by  this  Grand  Lodge  as  well  as 
Annual.  At  these  very  much  of  the  business  of  the  Grand  Lodge  is 
transacted.  At  one  of  these  we  find  that  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Samuel 
B.  Dick,  decided  *'  that  the  reversing  or  revoking  of  suspension  or  ex- 
pulsion placed  the  Brother  in  precisely  the  same  position  as  if  such 
suspension  or  expulsion  had  never  taken  place."  This  to  us  seems  to 
be  correct,  yet  it  is  held  in  Alabama  that  thereby  the  brother  is  only 
restored  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry,  but  that  he  is  an 
unaffiliate  and  can  only  be  restored  to  membership  as  other  non- 
ffiliates  are.  From  this  we  also  learn  that  the  invested  charity  fund 
of  this  Grand  Lodge  reaches  nearly  $70,000. 
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It  ie  Itma  tiiene  that  we  oIho  learn  tLat  the  naiubei  of  Lodges  ia 
37!) ;  nniubcr  of  uipiuIhth,  :U,H3I>. 

The  AqquoI  CoiiiiiiuDicutii)ii  whr  helil  on  Ibe  2Tth  December,  1881, 
»ilh  Brother  Sftiuucl  B,  Dick,  M,  W.  Grand  Master,  in  the  Emt,  «ud 
rapreBenttitivea  fruni  5H  LodgeR  jireHeat. 

Samuel  it.  Diuk  wuh  ulected  Gcaad  Muster. 

Hichnel  KeKbit,  UranJ  Nccretnry. 

The  bnainesH  of  the  Iimlge  nod  the  addreia  o(  the  M.  W.  Qrond 
Uaator  were  couttncd  to  multi-rb  of  pnreiy  local  iutert-sL 

Brother  Kicbard  Vatii  again  made  the  reiiurt  on  CorrespoDdenoe, 
From  hm  iulroduetiuii  we  take  : 

InnovHtiuns  iu  the  ueremoiiicH,  ritnal,  or  indeed  in  any  of  the  pro- 
e««dm(p  of  LodjjeH  of  Freouuisonii,  onubt  to  be  rifjoroiwl.v  imivotited. 
It  IH  tbe  Hiiirit  of  iuuovatiou  that  ia  to  lie  leurcd.  It  may  be,  that  in 
Home  iOHtuQcea  the  special  or  paRicnlar  change,  iu  itselr,  is  not  of  so 
aeriuus  conoeru,  in  its  rtlutionK  to  tbe  audent  and  eHtabluhod  nsace 
or  cnatoui.  But  if  chuniiea  are  ever  to  be  aiinolioned,  then  the  penl 
oriHea,  for  a  preeeileut  in  tbe  luimt  dangeroaa  in  tbe  uonaciinunoes 
that  come  from  a  jirecedent.  No  precetlent  ia  more  dangerouH  than 
a  preoedcnt.  Once  it  ia  ailiuitted  Ihut  ocdtaion  admitn  of  a  violation 
«f  tbe  ancient  custoiiiH  of  the  Craft,  then,  that  violation  is  cited  for 
jnntit) cation  of  other  inuovalions. 

It  ia  Hutcr,  wiser,  aiircr,  l<i  rualHt  the  first  atep  of  innovation. 

The  Hlruugtb  ulid  power  uud  glory  of  our  Fraternity  are  to  be  found 
in  the  atetulfaHtneaa  and  atabihty  of  its  adb«ronoc  to  the  ealabliabed. 

And  we  find  in  the  introduction  that  be  and  his  Grand  Ixtdge  are 
oncoiiiprumiging  advooutcH  of  Supreme  Jarisdivtioii  by  tbe  Grand 
Lodge  over  ita  <lefined  territory,  yet  tbia  ia  further  eipluinod  when 
under  Alabuuia  he  aiiya  : 


nia  ia  kindly  noticed.  The  (charily  Fnnd,  (iraiid  ILiHtcr  Niabct's  nd- 
dieHH,  and  the  finuuvial  I'onilitifm  of  onr,{)rand  Lodt,'e  are  fully  ilia- 
oiiasud.  In  answer  to  tbe  iiuustiun  put  by  our  iliatiuiiuisheil  Brother, 
whether  '-  three  or  more  Lodgea"  in  a  torritury  in  whiub  no  Grand 
Loilge  eiista,  bcinif  in  a  minority  of  all  tbe  Lodges,  can  form  a  Grand 
Lod|{e?  we  aay.  No.  The  term  *'  three  or  uiorn,"  naed  by  us,  was  in- 
tendtil  only  to  de^imiate  the  ininimnm  nniiiber  that  wonld  be  jnati- 
Ued  in  fiiriuing  a  Grand  Lodge.  Wu  have  more  than  once  contended 
that  u  KIiiBunic  sovereign  Hupreme  Grand  Lodge  must  liuvc  umlia- 
puted  authority  over  all  th(>  Ijodges  in  ilH  jariaiUrtion.  Tbia  ia  tbs 
Ijenerid  fundamuntal  ]iro|H>Kilion.  Tlicre  may  be  exveptiona  to  it, 
wbiub  time,  long  ago,  failed  t»  denounce,  bnt  tbe  protection  uf 
tbe  jurisdiotiou  of  Gntud  Ludgus.  and  tba  reiHijniitiou  of  tbe  aover- 
eiunty,  must  di-niaud  that  the  juriadiclion  bo  oxcTaaive  aa  agaiuat  any 
Mhcr.  If  iu  territory  uuiicicu|iieil  by  any  (truud  Lodge,  there  are 
HVeD  LmlgeH.  four  holding  Ibfir  cbartera  from  one  (irand  Lodge  anil 
ttm-e  [mm  another,  am]  tbe  four  form  a  iirand  Loilge,  that  Grand 
L<idge  cannot  be  rncjiguizcil  until  tbe  other  three  Lodges  anrrsnder 
their  cbarters,  and  the  new  Grand  Lodge  is  recognised  by  both  tbe 
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mother  Grand  Lodge.  We  are  gratified  that  Brother  Beers  is  a  con- 
vert to  the  doctrine  of  American  Sovereignty  of  Grand  Lodges,  and 
we  thank  him  for  his  very  interesting  report. 

PRINCE  EDWARD  ISLAND. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Sixth  Annual  Commiinication  of  this  Grand 
Lodge,  held  on  the  24th  June,  1881,  show  that  it  was  presided 
over  by  M.  W.  Brother  John  Yeo,  Grand  Master,  i^ith  representatives 
from  10  Lodges  present. 

There  are  12  Lodges  within  this  jurisdiction  With  a  membership  of 
518  ;  loss  during  the  year  being  12.  There  were  dimitted  only  one 
less  than  the  number  raised,  and  four  were  suspended  for  N.  P.  D. 
We  do  not  understand  the  statement  that  there  were  11  missing — de- 
ducting these  as  likely  to  turn  up  again  the  loss  would  be  but  one. 
Yes  the  Grand  Master  says  **  Masonry  is,  I  hope,  progressing  fairly 
well  with  us." 

Financially  the  Grand  Lodge  is  in  a  very  fair  condition,  and  we 
hope  may  ever  so  remain. 

The  representatives  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Arkansas,  Maine  and 
Utah  made  reports  of  the  condition  of  the  Craft  in  those  jurisdictions. 

The  business  of  this  body  was  local  only,  but  betokens  care  and 
harmony.     There  was  no  report  on  Correspondence. 

Brother  John  Y'eo,  re-elected  Grand  Mast<)r. 

Brother  George  W.  Wakeford,  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

QUEBEC. 

The  pamphlet  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lo<ige  of  Quebec 
contains  not  only  the  record  of  its  Twelfth  Aunutil  Communication, 
held  on  the  2Hth  September,  1881,  but  that  also  of  an  emergent  com- 
munication, held  on  the  27th  January,  1881,  at  which  the  differences 
between  this  Grand  Lodge  and  that  of  Scotland  were  so  haj)pily  ter- 
minated. At  this  latter  the  three  Lodges  of  obedience  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Scotland,  ^^^th  her  consent,  surrendered  their  charters  and 
became  comi)oncnt  parts  of  the  Grand  Lodge  (»f  Quebec.  Thus  has 
terminated  this  unhappy  difference.  There  are  still,  however,  three 
English  Lodges  holding  warrants  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of -England. 

At  the  Annual  Communication  there  were  present  with  Grand  Mas- 
ter John  H.  Graham  on  the  throne,  representatives  from  50  subor- 
dinates. 

Tliere  are  here  57  Ix)dges,  with  a  membership  of  2,573,  and  the  loss 
during  the  year  was  52. 

The  Grand  Master  thus  happily  speaks  of  the  consummation  so 
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happily  perfected  of  the  union  of  all  the  Lodges  extant  within  her 
jorisdiction  : 

ADHE8I0M   OF  THE  SCOTTISH   LODGES. 

Differences  having  nnhnppily  arisen  between  this  Grand  Lodge  and 
the  mother  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland,  the  hurmony  of  the  Graft  not 
only  here  at  home,  but  to  a  great  extent  all  over  this  continent  and 
elsewhere,  became  saiUv  uiurred  thereby.  The  love  of  peace,  the 
fraternal  dosire  of  our  tlioii  dissentient  brethren  here  of  the  Scottish 
Registrar'  to  do  what,  eoiiKidering  all  the  circumstances,  they  adjudged 
to  be  for  the  highest  good  of  the  Cnift  within  this  jurisdiction,  hap- 
pily prevailed,  and  famous  old  Elgin  and  its  young  scions,  the  King 
Solomon  and  the  Argj'le,  have  blessed  the  Craft  by  a  noble  exempli- 
fication of  the  genuine  ])rinciples  of  our  Fraternity,  in  ranging  them- 
selves under  the  banner  of  our  young  but  not  unrenowned  Gnind 
Lodge  of  Quebec,  on  terms  alike  honorable  to  them  and  beneficial  to 
the  ('raft,  and  in  strict  C(»nfi.»rmity  to  the  princi2>les  and  landmarks  of 
our  Order. 

The  prudent  forethought,  the  practical  ^^isdom  and  the  brotherly 
love  of  these  brethren,  late  of  the  Scottish  Registry,  were  so  fre- 
quently manifested  by  them  at  the  several  consultations  with  myself 
personally,  and  in  conference  with  myself  and  other  Grand  Lodge 
officers  present,  and  assisting  by  their  wisdom  and  experience,  whue 
seeking  for  the  attainment  of  the  end  now  so  hai)pily  consummated, 
that  I  have  the  utmost  possible  satisfaction  in  expressing  my  sincere 
admiration  of  theii*  truly  Masonic  spirit,  zeal  and  ability  ;  and  the 
well-performed  duties  of  the  joint  committee  specially  appointed 
therefor,  are  like\\'ise  descjrvingof  commendable  acknowledgment  and 
pniise,  as  are  also  the  ethcient  services  rendered  thereanent  by  many 
Grand  Lodges  and  by  good  brethren  in  other  parts  of  the  Dominion, 
in  the  United  States,  and  in  the  Mother  Country. 

In  accordance  with  what  I  deemed  to  be  my  duty  in  the  premises, 
and  in  the  exercise  of  my  prerogatives  as  Grand  Master,  and  in  fulfill- 
mpnt  of  a  solemn  i)romise  previously  made  by  me  to  these  brethren 
of  the  then  Scottish  Registry  here,  and  to  others  abroad,  that  on  the 
occurrenc*'  of  certain  events  1  would  immediately  revoke  the  then  ex- 
isting edict  of  non-intercourse,  I  had  the  extreme  i)leasure  on  the 
14th  day  of  October,  l«8l),  to  issue  the  fullo>\'ing 

PBOCLAiLVTION. 

The  Grand  Loiwk  of  Quebec,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 
Otiice  of  the  Gnind  Master, 

Richmond,  P.  Q.,  October  14,  1880. 
To  (Ul  Brethren  of  ol^dicnce  to  the  M.  W,  tlie  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient  fVee 
and  Accejfted  Maaons  of  the.  Province  of  Quebec,  atid  to  all  ichom  the  fot- 
loicinfj  may  c^mcern : 

Be  it  hwurn  unto  you  cr//.  That  it  has  been  duly  communicated  to  me 
that  the  Committees  recently  appointed  by  the  M.  W.  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Quebec  and  by  the  R.  W.  the  District  Grand  Lodge  of  Mon- 
treal, Scottish  Constitution,  have  met,  and  have  happily  and  unani- 
mously agreed  upon  proposals  for  the  adjustment  oi  differencee  hith- 

(9) 
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erto  existing ;  and  embodying  among  other  important  principles  of 
final  settlement  of  the  same,  that  the  three  private  lodges  in  the  city, 
heretofore  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  M.  W.  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Scotland,  do  become  of  obedience  to  the  M.  W.  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Quebec.  And  it  having  been  further  officially  communicated  to  me 
that  the  aforesaid  District  Grand  Lodge  has  unanimously  approved  of 
the  said  terms  and  conditions  of  final  settlement  of  the  said  differ- 
ences :  and  that  the  aforesaid  private  lodges,  under  its  immediate 
i'urisdiction,  namely,  the  Elgin,  the  Argyle  and  the  King  Solomon, 
lave  happily  declared  their  adherence  to,  and  acceptance  of,  the 
aforesaid  proposals  of  adjustment  and  final  settlement  of  the  said  dif- 
ferences, on  the  conditions  therein  set  forth,  ui)on  the  same  being 
duly  ratified  and  confirmed  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec.  There- 
fore, be  it  known  unto  you  all  that  by  virtue  of  the  power  vested  in 
me  as  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec,  Ancient  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  I  do  hereby  revoke  and  annul  the  Proclama- 
tion and  interdict  anent  the  said  differences,  issued  by  the  Grand 
Master  of  Quebec,  of  date  June  21,  1878  ;  and  the  said  Edict  is  hereby 
revoked  and  annulled  until  such  time  as  further  action  thereanent 
shall  be  taken  by  the  Grand  Lotlge  or  the  Grand  Master  of  Quebec. 

Of  all  which,  you,  and  all  others  whom  the  said  proclamation  and 
interdict  may  in  any  way  concern,  shall  take  due  notice  and  govern 
themselves  accordingly. 

Witness  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec,  and 
the  attestation  of  the  Grand  Secretirv  thereof,  at  Kichmond,  P.  Q., 
this  14th  day  of  October,  A.  L.  5880,  'and  A.  D.  1880. 

[Seal.]  John  H.  Graham, 

Grand  Master  G.  L.  of  (Quebec. 
Attest,  John  H.  Isaacson, 

Grand  Secretary  G.  L.  of  Quebec. 

The  question  of  undivided  and  undisputed  sovereignty  constantly 
recurs  in  the  proceedings,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  declared  : 

It  would  be  indiscreet  in  this  Grand  Body  to  imperil  its  proud 
status,  and  the  success  of  the  efforts  now  being  made  for  the  suprem- 
acy of  the  (Jrand  Lodge  of  Quebec  within  the  political  territory  of 
the  Province  by  accepting  any  thing  less  than  complete  and  full  ma- 
sonic sovereignty. 

Brother  Graham  was  re-elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother  John 
H.  Isaacson,  Grand  Secretiirj'. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence,  made  by  Brother 
J.  Fred.  Walker,  chairman,  was  received  and  adopt f«l  by  the  Grand 
Lodge.  As  the  term  Throne  is  used  for  the  East  as  in  other  jurisdic- 
tions, we  give  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  committee  : 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  have  always  used  the  term  throne; 
Quebec  also. 

But  as  our  Missouri  brother  is  curious  about  *'  our  first  Most  Ex- 
cellent Grand  Master,"  we  will  give  a  description  of  his  throne,  taken 
from  the  Talmud  : 

**  And  when  Solomon  sat  upon  the  throne  of  his  father  David,  all 
the  nations  of  the  earth  feared  him  ;  all  the  people  of  the  earth 
listened  anxiously  for  his  words  of  wisdom. 
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**  Afterwards  lie  had  a  ihroim  made  especially  for  himself  by  Hiram, 
the  son  of  a  widow  of  Tyre.  It  was  covered  with  gold  of  Ophir,  set 
with  all  kinds  of  precious  and  valuable  stones.  The  seat  of  Uiethrone 
was  approached  by  six  broad  steps.  The  right  side  of  the  first  step 
was  guarded  by  an  ox  made  of  pure  gold,  and  the  left  side  by  a  lion 
of  the  same  metal.  On  the  right  side  of  the  second  step  stood  a  bear 
also  of  gold,  and  upon  the  left  a  lamb  ;  symbolic  of  enemies  living  in 
peace  together.  On  the  right  of  the  third  step  was  placed  a  golden 
camel,  and  on  the  left  an  eagle.  On  the  right  of  the  fourth  step  there 
was  also  an  eagle  with  outspread  wings,  and  on  the  left  a  bird  of  prey, 
all  of  the  same  precious  metal.  On  the  fifth  step  to  the  right  a  golden 
cat  crouching  in  position  ;  on  the  left  a  chicken.  On  the  right  of  the 
sixth  step  a  hawk  was  fashioned,  and  on  the  left  side  a  pigeon,  and 
upon  the  top  of  the  step  a  pigeon  clutched  a  hawk  in  her  talons. 
These  animals  were  designed  to  typify  the  time  when  those  of  adverse 
natures  shall  unite  in  harmony,  as  it  is  written  in  Isaiah,  **  And  the 
wolf  shall  then  dwell  with  tln'  sheep."  Over  the  thnme  was  hnng  a 
chandelier  of  gold,  with  seren  brunches  ;  it  was  ornamented  with 
roses,  knobs,  bowls,  and  tongs  :  and  on  the  .vfj -en  branches  the  names 
of  the  sfi'pn  patriarchs,  Adam,  Noah,  Shem,  Abraham,  Isaac,  Jacob, 
and  Job  were  engraven.  On  the  second  row  of  branches  were  en- 
graven the  names  of  the  st^ren  pious  ones  of  the  world,  Levi,  Kehath, 
Amram,  Moses,  Aaron,  Eldad,  and  Madad.  Above  all  this  hung  a 
golden  chum  tilled  with  i)ure  (»livo  oil,  an<l  on  this  was  engraven  the 
names  of  Eli,  the  high  priest,  and  his  two  scms,  Haphniand  Phineas; 
and  on  the  other  side  the  names  of  the  two  sons  of  Aaron,  Nadab  and 
Abihu. 

*'  The  throne  was  made  upon  wheels,  that  it  could  be  moved  easily 
wherever  the  king  might  desire  it  to  be." 

The  design  of  the  rei)ort  is  to  convey  to  our  brethren  of  Quebec 
the  opinions  of  other  jurisdictions  on  a  few  questions  on  which  all 
do  not  agree,  and  its  execution  is  admirable. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Tlie  proceedings  of  the  Somi-Annual  Communication,  as  well  as  the 
Annual  CommunicatK>n,  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  the  first  held  on  the 
17th  November,  1880,  and  the  latter  on  10th  May,  1881,  are  before  us. 
M.  W.  Edward  L.  Freeman,  Cirand  Master,  presided  at  each. 

The  Grand  Secretary,  Edwin  Baker,  in  each  makes  this  remark, 
that  **  The  ('ommitt».«e  on  the  prei)aration  of  a  Monitor  are  03  usual, 
continued. 

At  the  semi-annual  communicaticm  a  memorial  was  presented  by 
one  of  two  Lodges  haWng  concurrent  jurisdiction,  complaining  that 
one  of  them  had  cheapened  the  fees  for  the  degrees  to  $25,  while  in 
the  other  they  are  forty,  and  the  dues  to  $1  per  annum,  while  in  the 
other  they  are  $4,  thus  making  the  whole  jurisdiction  practically  un- 
der the  control  of  the  cheapening  Lodge,  and  praying  that  the  juris- 
diction of  each  be  clearly  defined.    This  was  referred  to  a  special 
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committee  to  report  at  the  Annual  Communication,  but  we  don't  find 
the  report.  One  of  these  Lodges  is  an  old  Lodge  established  in  1803 
and  the  complaining  Lodge  was  established  in  1867. 

In  the  address  the  Grand  Master  said  :  **  To-day  this  Grand  Lodge 
has  reached  its  ninety-first  mile  stone." 

We  copy  two  of  his  decisions  only,  the  others  being  in  accordance 
with  the  views  of  our  Grand  Lodge.  The  first  of  these.  No.  2,  though 
not  as  required  by  our  edicts,  appears  to  be  an  adherence  to  the  teach- 
ings of  the  3d  degree,  and  the  other  to  be  in  accordance  vrith  a  sound 
discretion.  We  find  no  repot  from  the  committee  on  Grand  officer's 
reports  to  which  the  address  was  referred,  so  do  not  know  if  they 
were  approved  or  not : 

2.  In  answer  to  the  question  as  to  whether  the  second  degree 
could  be  conferred  when  only  six  brethren  were  present  ? 

I  replied  that  while  I  should  think  it  advisable  under  such  circum- 
stances to  postpone  the  work,  yet  I  was  not  aware  (^f  any  regulation 
of  this  Grand  Lodge  or  in  the  General  Regulations  of  Freemasonry 
that  would  forbid  it.  That  while  it  requires  seven  members  of  a 
Lodge  to  ballot  for  initiation  or  membership,  yet  according  to  the  old 
rituals  three  Master  Masons  could  open  a  Muster's  Lodge  for  work, 
provided  they  possessed  the  necessary  constitutional  qualifications. 

4.  llie  (juestion  was  asked,  what  steps  were  to  be  taken  to  release 
jurisdiction  over  a  profane  that  had  been  rejected  more  than  seven 
years  ago,  and  who  had  since  moved  into  an  adjoining  State  V 

I  replied  that  by  Section  13,  Article  VII.,  a  subordinate  Lodge  had 
no  jurisdiction  whatever  over  a  rejected  candidate  who  had  removed 
from  the  jurisdiction,  after  seven  years  had  elapsed  from  the  time  of 
said  rejection. 

Of  the  condition  of  the  subordinate  Lodges  he  says  : 

I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  rejwrt  that  as  a  whole  the  Lodges  are  in  a 
better  condition  than  they  were  one  year  ago.  The  loss  in  member- 
ship is  145  against  232  for  the  previous  year.  Then^  have  been  VM 
dropped  from  the  rolls,  the  larger  part  of  whom  have  Vieeii  ab.sent 
from  the  jurisdiction  for  years.  One  or  two  years  more  will  probably 
so  compfete  the  work  that  it  will  be  possible  to  ascertain  what  is  the 
real  number  of  active  members  of  our  Lodges. 

Thomas  Vincent  elected  Grand  Master. 
Edwin  Baker  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

This  hoary  Grand  Lodge  assembled  for  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifth 
time  in  Annual  Communication  on  the  13th  December,  1881,  being 
opened  in  ami)le  form  by  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Brother  James  F. 
Izlar,  with  representatives  present  from  140  of  its  subordinates. 
There  is  a  large  number  of  erasures  from  the  roll,  and  although  there 
were  many  degrees  conferred  we  fear  that  the  decrease  in  member" 
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ship  mnst  have  been  large.     From  the  few  proceedings  which  we 

have  thus  far  examined  we  are  led  irresistablv  to  the  conclnsion  that 

there  niuHt  bo  almost  an  many  masonu  unaffiliated  as  belong  to  Lodges. 

This  is  a  fearful  record,  and  the  question  of  how  best  to  prevent  this 

state  of  things  is  to  us  greater  than  any  of  those  minor  differences  in 

regard  to  masonic  decisions  which  engross  so  much  of  the   attention 

of  correspondent^).     In  the  Grand  Master's  address  we  find  these 

wholesome  words  : 

"While  the  social  feature  of  our  annuiU  communications  has  much 
to  commend  itself  to  our  consideration,  our  presence  here  to-day  is  to 
study  the  interests  of  the  Craft  throughout  this  jurisdiction,  and  to 
foster  and  to  protect  our  ancient  and  honored  order  by  wise  and 
timely  legislation  ;  to  settle  and  adjust  all  differences  that  may  exist 
among  us  by  friendly  counsel  or  lawful  judgment  :  to  correct  all  evils, 
root  out  all  abuses,  and  punish  all  violations  of  our  ancient  landmarks 
by  authority  of  law,  and  to  make  provision  for  the  material  prosper- 
ity of  our  Order,  whicih  should  be  near  and  dear  to  every  heart  whicn  is 
guided  **  by  that  hieroglyphic  bright  which  none  but  craftsmen  ever 
saw." 

And  surely  a  proper  ** study  of  the  interests  of  the  Craft"  would 
lead  us  to  devise  some  method  of  saving  us  from  so  many  drones  in 
the  great  masonic  hive. 

The  reading  of  the  report  of  the  several  D.  D.  G.  Masters  shows 
that  the  Craft  over  there  is  in  at  least  a  moderately  fair  condition, 
and  that  harmony  prevails. 

In  this  jurisdiction  it  is  held  that  nominations  for  the  various  offi- 
ces in  the  Lodge  are  in  order.  This  differs  from  the  practice  in  Ala- 
bama, and  we  fear  may  lead  to  petty  electioneering  greatly  to  be 
deplored. 

From  the  report  of  the  committeci  on  finance  it  api)ear8  that  for  the 
ensuing  year  there  is  an  estimated  deficiency  of  more  than  $2,000. 

Brother  John  D.  Kennedy  was  elected  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  and 
Brother  Charles  Inglesby  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

The  latter  made  the  rei)OFt  on  correspondence  giving  a  very  clear 
and  concise  view  of  the  condition  of  the  Craft  beyond  his  o'^Ti  State. 

In  reference  to  the  decision  of  our  Grand  Master  that  "there  is  no 
masonic  regulation  which  prohibits  the  Chaplain  from  closing  his 
prayer  vdih  the  words  **/or  ChrisCs  sake,'*  he,  wo  think,  properly 
comments  as  follows  : 

Of  course  such  a  closing  to  the  prayer  would  be  unobjectionable  to 
ns  Masons,  wh<»  are  Christians  ;  but  would  not  our  Jewish  brethren 
object?  Could  they  consistently  concur?  Most  certainly  they  could 
not.  Then  it  is  not  right  to  use  it.  lielonging  as  it  excbisirely  does, 
to  Christians,  it  is  in  opposition  to  the  universality  of  Masonry. 

His  review  of  the  Sixtieth  Annual  Communcation  of  Alabama  is  full 
and  cAirteous. 
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We  heartily  indorse  his  views  as  below  expressed,  fully  concturing 
in  them,  and  we  believe  that  there  are  none  in  this  jurisdiction  who 
will  disagree  with  them.     This  under  California  : 

A  number  of  decisions  are  reported,  but  we  do  not  observe  any  of 
special  interest.  The  Grand  Mtister  is  strongly  in  favor  of  the  re- 
imbursement of  charity  doctrine,  going  so  far  as. to  sanction  charges 
being  preferred  to  Grand  Lodge  by  one  Lodge  against  another  fpr 
failing  to  re-imburse  moneys  expended  in  masonic  charity.  The  case 
in  point  shows  that  the  expenditures  were  proper,  but  there  is  no 
evidence  that  the  Lodge  which  it  is  sought  to  charge,  ever  authorized 
them  or  has  the  means  to  pay.  Under  these  circumstances,  as  we 
have  repeatedly  heretofore  insisted,  there  is  no  ground  of  action 
against  the  Lodge.  The  proceeding  takes  its  orign  in  the  verj*  gen- 
eral mistake  of  supposing  Ma-sonrj*  to  be  a  mutual  benefit  association, 
and  in  our  humble  judgment,  this  mistake  has  done  and  is  doing  the 
greatest  injury  to  our  Institution.  The  Lodges  have  no  fund,  and 
are  not  so  organized  as  to  compete  with  the  very  poorest  life  in- 
surance companies  or  associations,  and  hence,  any  one  who  comes 
into  Masonry  from  the  motives  which  would  take  him  into  the  Knights 
of  Honor,  ei  id  omne  (jeniis,  will  surely  be  disappointed  and  pronounce 
it  a  failure.  If  he  enters  it  because  of  his  desire  to  encourage  and 
promote  all  the  moral  and  social  virtues,  he  will  esteem  Masonry  in 
its  precepts  and  teachings,  as  next  to  his  Church.  Charity  as  one,  if 
not  the  greatest  moral  virtue,  is  strougly  impressed  and  inculcated, 
but  it  is  the  imlicidual  duty  of  the  iyultridual  Mason.  Verj'  few  Lodges 
have  a  charity  fund,  such  as  are  so  fortunate,  of  course  can  properly 
bestow  charity,  but  the  large  majority  of  Lodges,  certainly  in  this 
jurisdiction,  have  merely  revenue  enough  to  pay  their  current  ex- 
penses and  perform  their  ordimuy  Masonic  duties.  Is  not  honesty  a 
moral  virtue  ?  Would  it  be  honest  for  a  Lodge  to  be  disbursing 
charity,  when  by  so  doing,  they  will  leave  just  debts  unpaid?  If 
this  would  not  be  honest,  how  then  can  it  be  lawful  for  one  Lodge  to 
incur  debts  for  another  or  measure  for  it  the  charity  which  it  can 
bestow  ? 

TENNESSEE. 


We  have  the  proceedings  of  the  Sixty-Eighth  Annual  Communica- 
tion of  this  Grand  Lodge,  held  on  January  31,  1882,  ^nth  M.  W. 
Grand  Master,  John  T.  Irion  in  the  East,  and  representatives  from 
271  subordinates.  The  Grand  Master  depicts  our  brethren  there  as 
in  a  depressed  condition  because  of  the  loss  of  crops,  Ac,  and  fears 
a  diminution  in  interest  and  consequent  lessening  in  number  ;  and 
the  Grand  Secretary  shows  that  the  active  membership  has  decreased 
440,  which  is,  indeed,  very  large,  still  there  have  been  212  degrees 
more  conferred  during  the  year  just  passed  than  during  the  preced- 
ing. Upon  examination  we  find  that  there  were  dimitted  853,  sus- 
pended N.  P.  D.  482,  and  died  313  ;  total  1G48. 

The  following  extract  from  the  address  induces  the  question,* ought 
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a  Grand  Master,  nnder  any  cironniHtances,  to  exercise  his  prerogatiye 
in  such  a  case  ?    We  think  not. 

I  was  requosted  by  one  of  tlio  heat  informed  TjodgeH  in  the  State  to 
^ant  a  special  dispenstition  for  a  nf»\v  ballot  on  the  petition  of  a  re- 
jected candidate.  The  reasons  assigned  for  making  this  request  were: 
1.  The  high  moral  and  social  standing  of  the  applicant.  2.  It  was 
syppfhted  that  the  brother  casting  the  black  ball  was  intlnenced  by  un- 
worthy motives  ;  and  3.  It  had  been  discovered  that  a  dimitted 
brother  had  voted,  but  it  was  known  that  he  did  not  cast  the  black 
ball.  I  refused  to  gnint  the  recjuest  for  the  following  reasons  :  1.  As 
Grand  Master,  I  could  not  take  jurisdiction  of  the  matter  only  on  a 
re^lar  appeal  from  the  action  of  th(»  Lodge  declaring  the  applicant 
rejected.  2.  No  j)erson  or  authority  could  Ifijnlly  knovf  or  inquire  who 
cast  the  black  ball,  unless  the  objector  should  withdraw  his  oojection, 
and  in  that  event  the  way  is  open  for  a  new  ballot.  The  reasons  for 
casting  a  black  bjill  cannot  be  inquired  into  or  judged.  The  motiyes 
of  a  brother  must  vol  be  inii)ugned.  Let  them  be  what  they  may,  if 
he  dofs  imt  make  fhein  knt)}r)n^  to  his  own  conscience  alone  is  he  re- 
sponsible for  the  motives  that  led  to  the  act  and  for  the  act  itself. 
Without  the  secrecy  and  sacredness  of  the  ballot,  the  purity  of  our 
Institution  cannot  be  maintained.  In  this  imi)ortant  matter  we  mast 
avoid  even  the  appearancre  of  evil.  3.  As  it  was  known  the  dimitted 
brother  d'ul  not  cast  the  black  bull,  his  voting  was  not  a  sufficient  rea- 
son for  granting  a  new  ballot. 

The  Grand  Master  approves  of  the  system  of  Grand  Visitations, 
and  favors  the  plan  of  dividing  the  jurisdiction  into  many  small  dis- 
tricts and  appointment  of  D.  D.  Grand  Masters  who  shall  visit  every 
Lodge  in  each  during  the  year.  This,  doubtless,  among  bo  large  a 
number  of  Lodges,  is  the  only  feasible  plan,  though  another  sugges- 
tion, that  of  esttiblishing  schools  of  instruction  in  certain  central 
points,  would  doubtless  be  the  best  method  of  conveying  the  ritual 
and  work. 

■ 

He  recommends  the  adoption  of  some  plan  for  the  consolidation  of 
two  or  more  weak  Lodges  into  one  stronger  and  more  active,  and  the 
Grand  Lodge  concurring  with  him  adopted  the  following  edict : 

That  when  two  or  more  Subordinate  Lodges  of  this  Jurisdiction 
desire  to  consolidate  and  unite  as  one  Lodge,  they  shall  have  the  right 
to  do  so.  Before  such  consolidation  shall  take  place,  each  Lodge 
shall  give  written  or  printed  notice  to  every  resident  member  thereof 
that  a  proposition  is  pending  looking  to  such  consolidation,  The 
proposition  shall  lie  over  in  each  Lodge  at  least  one  month,  or  from 
one  stated  meeting  to  the  next  stiit^l  meeting.  Thereupon,  if  each 
Lodge  unanimously  favors  such  union,  the  Lodges  shall,  after  the 
approval  of  the  Grand  blaster  or  the  Grand  Lodge  has  been  obtained, 
become  one  Lodge,  taking  the  number  of  either  of  the  old  Lodges 
thus  united  and  such  name  as  they  may  select.  The  property  and 
effects  of  the  Lodges  thus  consolidated  will  all  become  the  property 
of  the  new  Lodge,  and  it  will  be  liable  for  the  debts  and  liabilities  of 
the  Lodge  or  Lodges  going  out  of  existence. 


136  APPENDIX. 

EEaving  been  asked  many  questions  as  to  *' what  maims  or  defects 
of  the  body,  will  render  a  candidate  unworthy,  incapable  of  receiving 
or  imparting  the  ritual  of  masonry,"  he  stiys  : 

In  each  case  presented,  I  asked  myself  this  question,  **  Has  the 
candidate  the  necessary  limbs  and  faculties  to  learn  and  teach  our 
ritual  ?"  and  believing  that  it  is  competent  and  masonically  lawful  to 
confer  the  degrees  upon  all  candidates  otherwise  worthy,  whose 
defects  are  not  such  as  to  prevent  them  conforming  literally  to  what 
the  different  degrees  may  require,  I  ruled  accordingly. 

I  believe  that  the  genius  of  our  Institution  and  the  spirit  of  the 
age  in  which  we  live,  demand  a  relaxation  of  the  ancient  rule  and  a 
liberal  construction  of  the  law.  I  can  understand  why  the  Levitical 
Priesthood  were  required  to  be  without  blemish,  and  why  those  who 
hewed  the  cedars  of  Lebanon  and  squared  the  stones  of  Zanidatha 
should  have  been  without  **maim  or  defect,"  but  since  the  Order  has 
ceased  to  be  operative  and  become  entirely  speculative,  moral,  and 
intellectual,  I  must  confess  that  I  cannot  see  now  the  reception  of  a 
candidate  with  a  hare-lip,  a  cataract  in  the  eye,  a  wart  on  the  nose, 
or  the  loss  of  the  great  toe  can  affect  the  symbolism  of  Freemasonry. 
And  yet  wise  ^lasonic  jurists  have,  with  great  gravity,  rendered  ad- 
verse decisions  on  these  minor  defects.  With  all  due  respect  to  those 
great  and  good  brethren  who  differ  from  me,  I  cannot  but  believe  that 
to  reject  good  men  for  such  slight  defects,  is  the  result  of  a  misappre- 
hension of  the  subject  and  a  misinterpretation  of  the  language  of  our 
ancient  law-makers. 

In  general  this  we  think  agrees  with  the  rule  in  Alabama,  but  his 
16th  ruling  that  **  the  fact  that  a  Lodge  has  rejected  an  applicant 
does  not  give  it  perpetual  jurisdiction  over  the  rejected  candidate," 
differs  from  ours.     With  his  other  rulings  we  generally  agree. 

Brother  Nathan  S.  Woodward  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Bro. 
John  Frizzell  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

The  latter  made  the  report  on  correspondence.  We  find  this  dis- 
tinguished Mason  does  not  agree  with  our  Grand  Master  Tompkins 
in  some  of  his  decisions,  as  witness  : 

A  motion  to  reconsider  an  unfavorable  ballot  upon  a  petition  for  in- 
itiation and  take  another  ballot,  may  be  immediately  entertained,  un- 
less forbidden  by  some  by-law  of  the  Lodge,  but  the  motion  must  be 
considered  and  the  ballot  taken  at  the  sume  meeting  at  which  the 
candidate  is  rejected.     This  cannot  be  done  at  a  subsequent  meeting. 

It  is  a  Masonic  offense  to  advocate  and  indorse  polygamy. 

During  the  pendency  of  an  trnpeal  to  the  Grand  Lodge  by  an  ao- 
cused,  he  may  be  tried  by  his  Lodge  for  another  unmasonic  offense 
committed  by  him. 

The  first  of  these  decisions  does  not  accord  with  what  we  under- 
stand to  be  Masonic  law,  and  unless  it  is  based  upon  some  ruling  of 
his  Grand  Lodge,  we  are  surprised  to  see  it  coming  from  so  sound  a 
Masonic  jurist  as  we  know  Grand  Master  Tompkins  to  be.  We  most 
heartily  concur  with  him  in  the  other  decisions,  which,  though  some- 
what new,  are  sound,  especially  the  one  as  to  polygamy.  Masons 
should  speak  out  on  this  subject  in  unmistakable  terms. 
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Brother  Frizzell  occupied  a  position  similar  to  onrself,  having  been 
requested  by  the  Grand  Master  to  prepare  the  report  in  consequence 
of  the  death  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  our  distinguished 
Brother  George  S.  Blackie.  The  rq)ort,  though  not  long,  presents  a 
■very  complete  view  of  the  jurisdictions  reviewed. 

TEXAS. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Liodgo 
of  Texas,  held  December  8th,  1881,  are  before  us.  M.  W.  J.  H.  Mc- 
Lear}%  Grand  Master,  i)resided,  with  representatives  from  106  Lodges 
present. 

The  Grand  Master  says  : 

My  labors  have  becjn  arduous,  and  I  fear  that  it  may  be  with  a  feel- 
ing of  too  great  relief  that  I  approach  the  time  when  I  shall  surrender 
the  gavel  and  the  cares  of  the  exalted  station  in  which  your  brotherly 
love  has  j)laced  me  to  some  other  l>rother,  who,  if  he  may  not  have 
more  zeal  for  the  cause  of  Freeiiiusour^%  may  have  more  leisure  for 
the  work,  and  more  ability  to  j>erform  the  high  duties  of  the  Oriental 
chair.  In  this  connection,  I  beg  to  assure  my  successor  that  the 
office  of  (irand  Master  of  Masons  in  Texas  is  no  sinecure.  Everj'  mo- 
ment of  leisure  has  beon  devoted  to  its  duties,  and  the  manual  exer- 
tion alone  is  ccmsiderable.  I  have  written  during  the  year  about  four 
hundred  letters  to  the  Brethren,  and  distributed  several  thousand  cir- 
culars. It  has  been  my  lot,  also,  to  make  many  decisions,  involving 
more  or  less  labor  and  investigation,  the  most  important  of  which 
only  will  be  reported.  I  have  not  been  able  to  visit  extensively,  as 
was  my  intention,  owing  to  the  contining  duties  of  the  political  office 
which  the  people  of  Texas  have  ctdled  me  to  till. 

Thirteen  Dispensations  for  the  organization  of  new  Lodges  were 
granted. 

We  are  pleased  to  find  him  firm  in  refusing  to  grant  Dispensations 
to  confer  degrees  out  of  time.  This  is  the  best  method  of  cheapening 
and  bringing  Masonry  into  disrepute  imaginable.  In  granting  Dis- 
pensations for  new  Lodges,  we  find  him  also  exercising  a  sound  dis- 
creticm  and  refusing  when  he  thought  the  result  might  l>e  the  estab- 
ment  of  two  weak  Lodges. 

This  Grand  Lodge  will  not  tolerate  the  use  of  halls  dedicated  to 
Masonry  by  any  other  organization. 

If  all  (irand  Masters  would  pursue  a  like  course  to  Brother  Mc- 
Leary  when  he  found  any  one  of  his  subordinates  issuing  circulars 
begging  aid  of  the  Fraternity,  there  would  >)e  fewer  harrassing  our 
brethren,  and  when  any  such  were  received  they  would  meet  with 
different  results.     See  : 

Early  in  the  present  year  my  attention  was  called  to  a  circular  ad- 
dressed to  the  Mtisonic  Fraternity  throughout  the  United  States, 
issued  by  Mineola  Lodge,  No.  50*2,  asking  for  aid  in  rebuilding  a  hall 
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destroj'ed  bv  fire.  I  at  once  called  the  attention  of  R.  W.  Brother 
Thomas  8.  Thornton,  D.  D.  G.  M.  of  the  Twenty-eighth  District, 
thereto,  and  to  Edict  1,  page  108,  printed  proceedings  188(),  and  to  a 
section  concerning  Bremond  Loclge,  No.  300,  in  Grand  Master's  ad- 
dress, printed  proceedings  1880,  pages  7  and  8,  and  directed  him  to 
inquire  into  the  matter  and  to  report  the  facts— as  to  when  the  circu- 
lar was  issued,  to  whom  sent,  what  moneys  had  been  received  under 
it  and  from  whom  ;  to  order  the  Brethren  of  Mineola  Lodge  to  send 
no  more  circulars,  to  recall  those  already  sent,  and  to  take  possession 
of  those  on  hand  and  hold  them  subject  to  my  order.  In  answer  to 
my  communication,  R.  W.  Brother  Thornton  states  that  W.  Brother 
J.  R.  Rutherford,  W.  M.  Mineola  Lodge,  infonns  him  that  they  sent 
out  only  about  300  circulars,  and  have  on  hand  about  650,  which  they 
held  subject  to  my  order,  that  none  have  been  sent  outside  the  State, 
and  that  they  have  received  nothing  in  answer  to  their  application. 

The  condition  of  the  Craft  in  Texas  is  clearly  depicted  in  the  fol- 
lowing : 

The  last  P.  P.  show  that  there  was  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  in 
December,  1880,  423  Lodges  in  working  order,  with  a  membership 
of  17,055. 

During  the  present  year  thirteen  new  Lodges  have  been  granted 
Dispensations,  and  the  charters  of  three  arrested  -a  net  gain  of  ten, 
giving  us  now  433  working  Lodges.  The  returns  will  probably  show 
an  increase  of  about  500  members,  and  a  generally  healthy  condition — 
the  usual  percentage  of  initiations,  passings  and  raisings,  suspensions, 
expulsions  and  reinstatements,  etc.  But  it  is  not  in  numbers  that  the 
real  power  of  Masonry  lies  ;  it  is  in  the  moral  force  and  the  earnest 
determination  of  the  Brotherhood  to  acc<jmplish  gootl  in  this  world 
by  the  dissemination  of  Brotherly  Love,  Relief  and  Truth.  It  has 
been  well  said  that,  **In  the  symbolic  language  of  Freemasonry, 
Brotherly  Love  may  be  called  the  column  of  strength  which  binds  us 
as  one  family  in  the  bond  of  fraternal  affection  ;  Relief,  the  column 
of  beauty,  whose  adornments  are  the  widow's  tear  of  joy  and  the  or- 
phan's prayer  of  gratitude  ;  and  Truth,  the  column  of  wisdom,  from 
whose  ahibaster  surface  are  retiected  the  pure  white  rays  that  ilhuuine 
the  understanding,  and  chase  away  the  lingering  sha<les  of  folly  and 
deceit."  What  have  we  done  to  adorn  the  column  of  Beauty?  How 
much  we  have  accomplished  in  this  field  of  usefuluej«s  is  not  written 
in  Lodge  records,  but  it  may  be  found  among  the  archives  of  a  better 
world. 

Among  the  Grand  Master's  decisions  we  are  inclined  to  dissent 
from  his  fourth  wherein  he  rules  **  that  the  man  who  has  the  use  of  one 
eye  only,  cannot  be  made  a  Mason."  We  know  that  this  prevents  his 
being  **  a  perfect  man,"  but  still  he  is  able  to  *'  perform  the  work"  in 
the  several  degrees,  though  our  Grand  Lodge  says,  on  this  subject, 
that  "he  must  be  ir/<o/e  and  sonnflj  not  deformed  ;  and  must  be  able 
to  perform  the  work  required  in  the  first  three  degrees."  If  the  can- 
didate then  is  not  discjualified  by  his  infirmity  from  j)erforming  the 
work  required,  he  then  is  sound  and  whole  as  indicated.  The  ques- 
tion has  never  arisen  in  our  jurisdiction.  The  ruling  given  above  was 
on  a  question  of  imperfection  by  reason  of  wounds. 
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We  quote  the  following?  nilinpf  of  the  Grand  Master,  and  also  the 
report  of  the  Coinmitteo  on  Jurisprudence  for  your  information,  my 
Brethren.     We  think  the  Grand  Master  right : 

3.  During  the  Huuiiner  I  paid  an  offirial  visit  to  Austin  Lodge,  No.  12, 
and  waited  a  little  while  in  the  ante-room  while  some  other  Brethren 
entered,  and  while  sitting  there  R.  W.  15rother  J.  W.  Stalnaker,  D.  D. 
G.  M.,  Ninth  District,  and  a  member  of  Austin  Lodge  came  out,  and 
informed  me  that  the  Lodge  was  ready  to  receive  me  as  Grand  Mas- 
ter. I  arose  to  accompany  him,  and  he  offered  to  give  the  alarm,  but 
I  forbid  him  so  to  do,  and  instructed  him  that  such  a  course  was  not 
usual  and  proper  on  a  visit  from  the  Grand  Master.  He  said  I  could 
not  enter  otherwise.  I  told  him  I  could,  and  opened  the  door  and 
walked  in,  was  properly  received,  and  before  resuming  work  Brother 
Stalnaker  raised  the  question  as  to  whether  the  Grand  Master  had  a 
right  to  enter  the  Lodge  without  giving  the  alarm  ;  and  I  then  and 
there  decided  that  when  the  Grand  blaster  is  personally  known  to  the 
Tiler  to  be  such,  he  has  the  right  to  enter  any  Subordinate  Lodge 
while  at  labor,  and  no  Tiler,  or  other  officer,  has  a  right  to  refuse  him 
admittance,  and  no  permission  from  the  Master  of  the  Subordinate 
Lodge  is  necessiiry. 

Afterwards,  on  the  4th  of  July,  questions  embodying  these  princi- 
ples were  proj)ounded  to  me  in  writing  by  Austin  Lodge,  No.  12, 
through  the  Secretary  and  the  1).  D.  G.  M.,  and  a  ruling  asked. 

It  seemed  to  me  somewhat  discourteous  t^>  ask  a  ruling  in  writing 
when  I  had  ruled  in  open  Lodge— at  least,  it  seemed  to  imply  a  dis- 
trust of  my  willingness  to  lay  this  matter  before  the  Grand  Lodge, 
and  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Lodge,  or  some  member  of  it,  to  get 
some  footing  whereon  to  stand  and  make  a  point  before  the  Grand 
Lodge.  I  answered  the  communication,  assuring  the  Brethren  that 
the  ruling,  as  made,  was  my  firm  conviction,  and  it  would  be  laid  be- 
fore the  (irand  Lodge. 

I  have  asserted  this  prerogative,  I  hope,  not  out  of  any  improper 

Eersonal  pride,  but  from  a  jealous  care  to  preserve  unimpaired  the 
igh  trust  committed  to  my  keeping  ;  and  I  submit  the  question  to 
you.  Brethren,  as  to  whether  I  am  right  or  wrong. 

KEPORT   OF   COMMITTEE. 

Your  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisjirudence  have  had  under  consid- 
ation  the  decision  of  the  Grand  Master  numbered  3  in  his  address, 
and  report  thereon  as  follows  : 

In  order  to  arrive  at  a  correct  understanding  of  the  principle  in- 
volved, it  is  necessary  to  consider— First,  the  duties  of  the  Tilej  ;  sec- 
ond, the  duty  of  the  Master  relative  to  those  who  are  entitled  to  sit 
within  his  Lodge  ;  and,  third,  the  prerogatives  of  the  Grand  Master 
as  to  visiting  and  inspe(;ting. 

1.  The  Tiler  has  no  discretion  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  He 
is  stationed  at  a  particular  place,  and  for  a  particular  purpose,  and 
can  only  admit  applicants  by  permission  of  the  Miister. 

2.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Master  to  see  that  none  are  permitted 
within  the  Lodge  except  those  who  are  qualified.  Hence  it  is  his 
right  to  be  advised  of  the  status  of  those  who  seek  admission  before 
he  grants  the  order  therefor.  He  must  have  knowledge  of  the  per- 
sonal identity,  Masonic  status,  and  official  character  of  all  who  desire 
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to  enter.  He  can  only  determine  these  questions  when  the  Lodge  is 
at  labor  by  having  the  announcement  made  in  the  usual  manner ; 
otherwise,  it  is  possible  thaC  pretenders,  assuming  official  designa- 
tions, might  obtain  entrance. 

3.  The  Grand  Master,  bv  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Texas  (Art.  Ill,  Chap.  2,  Sec.  2),  is  the  **  Grand  Master  of  Masons." 
His  duties  are  not  defined  by  the  Constitution  of  our  Grand  Lodge,  as 
he  is  presumed  to  **  learn  them  from  experience  and  careful  study  of 
the  old  Constitutions  and  other  works."  (G.  L.  Con.  Art.  Ill, 
Chap.  3,  Sec.  1.)  Section  3  of  the  same  chapter  enumerates  gome  of 
his  powers,  and  charges  him  generally  with  the  superintendence  and 
direction  of  the  labors  of  the  Craft.  This  js  in  accordance  'with  Ma- 
sonic usage,  *'for,"  as  said  by  Mackey  in  his  work  cm  Masonic  Juris- 
prudence, *'  all  the  prerogatives  and  duties  of  the  Grand  Master,  so 
far  as  they  are  connected  generally  with  the  Craft,  are  inherent  in  the 
office,  and  not  derived  from,  nor  amenable  to,  any  modem  Constitu- 
tions."   (p.  44().) 

Sec.  4,  Chap.  II,  Art.  I  of  our  Grand  Lodge  Constitution  is  as  fol- 
lows:  **Thelk)okof  Constitutions  of  Masonrj',  originally  prepared 
by  Dr.  Anderson,  approved  A.  D.  1722,  contains  the  system  of  ancient 
laws  and  customs  of  the  Craft,  and  is  recognized  as  binding  in  points 
where  the  Constitution  is  silent  ;  and  the  old  charges  therein  shall  be 
appen<led  thereto."  The  Book  of  Constitutions  therein  mentioned  is 
entitled  the  "Historj-,  Laws,  Charges,  Orders,  Regulations  and  Usages 
of  the  K.  W.  Fraternity  of  Accepted  Freemasons,  collected  from  their 
general  records,  and  the  faithful  tnulitions  of  many  years."  In  the 
tenth  century*,  Prince  Edwin,  says  the  English  Mascmic  historian, 
Bumnumed  all  the  Mtisons  in  the  realm  to  meet  him  in  a  congregation 
at  York.  They  came  and  composetl  a  General  Lodge,  of  which  he  was 
Grand  Master,  and,  from  the  contents  of  all  *'the  ^^-ritings  and  re- 
cords extant,  did  frame  the  Constitutions  and  Charges  of  an  English 
Lo<lge,  made  a  law  to  preserve  and  observe  the  same  in  all  time  com- 
ing." Before  this  assembly  of  the  English  (.'raft,  and  thenceforward 
for  luore  than  seven  hundred  ye»irs,  Freemasons  met  in  Lodges  by  in- 
herent right,  and  discharged  all  their  duties  entirely  independent  of 
any  Grand  Lodge -for  none  existed-  and  without  Charters.  In  the 
year  1717  the  first  Grand  Lodge  in  England  was  organized. 

The  office  of  (Jrand  blaster  of  Masons  wius  create<l  in  the  olden  time 
by  a  Landmark  just  as  the  peculiar  form  of  government  of  Craft 
Masonry  was  created  and  exists  to  tliis  day.  '*  It  is  one  of  such  an- 
tiquity as  to  be  co-eval  with  the  ver>-  originof  the  institution,  whether 
we  look  at  that  origin  in  a  tniditional  or  hist<>rical  j)oint  of  view."  It 
existed  for  centuries  before  there  was  a  (Jrand  Lodge,  and  the  duties, 
rights,  and  powers  of  a  Grand  Master  are  inherent  in  the  office,  and 
exist  to-day  intact  in  both  England  and  Texas,  except  whore  restricted 
by  new  regulations.  As  we  have  shown,  none  such  exist  in  Texas— 
the  written  and  unwritten  Landmarks  being  yet  in  full  force  in  this 
jurisdiction.  The  sckiiowledged  authority  on  the  construction  of  An- 
derson's l^»ok  of  Constitutions  in  England  is  Dr.  Oliver's  **  Institutes 
of  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  being  an  exemj»lification  of  the  English 
BcK)k  of  Constitutions,"  published  in  IHoO,  at  London.  This  learned 
author  says  :  "  The  (irand  Master  is  not  a  creation  of  the  General 
Regulations,  the  Ancient  Charges  or  written  Constitution.  He  ex- 
isted before  all  those  we  know  anything  about  were  made,  and  conse- 
quently his  power  is  despotic." 
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From  time  immemorial  it  has  been  the  duty  and  tiBage  of  "every 
Master  of  a  Lodge,  at  his  investiture,  to  assent  to  the  Ancient  Charj^es, 
to  submit  thereto,  and  i>romises  to  support  the  Ancient  Regnlationw, 
**  as  Masters  have  done  in  all  agos."  In  the  eleventh  of  these  Begu- 
lations  it  is  asserted  that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  any  man  or  body  of 
men  to  make  innovations  in  the  body  of  Masonry.  In  the  tenth,  the 
Master  promises  to  pay  homage  to  the  Grand  Master  for  the  time  be- 
ing, and  to  his  officers  when  duly  instituted.  Homage,  according  to 
Dr.  Johnson,  in  his  dictionary,  printed  in  17o(»,  is  "obedience  :  res- 
pect paid  by  external  action,"  Everj-  intelhgent  Mason  must  know 
that  the  Ancient  Landmarks  constituted  the  body  of  Masonry  referred 
to  in  the  eleventh  charge. 

The  tweiitv-tifth  Landmark  reads  thus  :  **  The  Landmarks  of  Ma- 
sonrj'  can  never  be  changed."  The  fourth  Limdmark  states  :  **The 
government  of  the  Fraternity  by  a  presiding  officer  called  a  Grand 
Ma.ster,  who  is  elei^ted  by  the  body  of  the  Craft." 

Dr.  Mackoy,  in  commenting  on  this  Landmark  in  his  Text  Book  of 
Masonic  Jurisprudence,  says  :  ''Many  persons  ignoranlly  suppose 
the  election  of  (rrand  Master  is  held  in  consequence  of  a  law  or  regu- 
lation of  the  (irand  Lodge.  Such,  however,  is  not  the  caaf.  The  office 
is  indebted  for  its  existence  to  a  Landmark  of  the  Order.  Grand  Mas- 
ters are  to  be  foun<l  in  the  records  of  the  institution  hmg  before 
Gnmd  Ixidges  were  established  ;  and  if  the  present  system  of  legisla- 
tive government  by  (irand  L»)dges  were  to  be  abolished,  a  Grand  Mas- 
ter would  still  be  neeessary.  In  fact,  although  there  has  been  a 
period  within  the  records  of  history,  and,  indeed  of  very  recent  date, 
when  a  Grand  Lcnlge  was  unknown,  there  never  h{is  been  a  time  when 
the  Craft  did  not  have  their  Grand  Master."  In  the  same  work  on 
Masonic  Jurisprudence,  Dr.  Mackey  (than  whom  America  has  never 
produced  an  abler  jurist)  comments  on  the  pn;rogative  of  the  Grand 
Master  to  preside  over  every  assembly  of  the  Craft,  wheresoever  and 
whensoever  held,  Landinnrk  V,  thus  :  **  Concomitant  with  this  pre- 
rogative of  presiding  in  any  Lodge,  is  that  of  visitation.  This  is  not 
simply  the  right  of  visit,  which  every  Master  Mason  in  good  stimding 
possesses,  •  «  ♦  •  ^^t  jf^  ^  prerogative  of  a  more  important  na- 
ture and  which  has  received  the  distinctive  appellation  of  the  right  of 
visitation.  It  is  the  right  to  enter  any  I^o«lge,  to  inpec't  its  i)roceed- 
ings,  to  take  a  part  in  its  business  transactions  and  correct  its  errors. 
This  is  specifically  recognized  in  the  Kegulntions  of  1721  ;  but  it  is 
also  an  inherent  prerogative,  for  the  Grand  Master  is.  virtufe  qiffcii,  the 
head  of  the  whole  Fraternity,  and  is  not  only  entitled,  but  bound,  in 
the  faithful  <lischarge  of  his  duty,  to  superintend  the  tnmsactiona  of 
the  Craft,  and  to  interfere  in  all  congregations  of  Masons  t*)  prevent 
the  commission  of  wnmg,  and  to  see  that  the  Lancbnarks  and  usages 
of  anticjuity,  and  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and 
of  every  I^odge  in  the  jurisdiction,  are  preserved  and  obeyed." 

And  so  the  tirst  General  Kegulation  of  1721  lays  down  the  rule  that 
the  Grand  Master,  or  his  Deputy,  has  authority  and  right  not  only  to 
be  present  in  any  true  Lodge,  but  also  to  preside  wheresoever  he  is, 
witli  the  Master  of  the  Loilge  on  his  left  hand. 

The  right  to  visit  and  inspect  belongs  to  none  but  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter and  his  representatives.  When  he  asserts  it  in  his  official  capacity, 
he  is  no  suppliant  seeking  permission  of  the  Master  of  a  Lodge  to 
enter.  He  goes  there  of  right  as  the  constitutional  executive  repre- 
sentative of  the  Grand  Lodge  charged  with  the  execution  o£  oflicial 
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duty— of  right  as  the  Grand  Master  of  ^lasons  in  his  State,  clothed 
by  the  inherent  prerogative  of  the  oflSce,  by  precedent  and  usage  ex- 
isting for  more  than  nine  hundred  years,  with  the  right  to  visit  any 
and  every  Lodge  of  Craft  Masons  in  his  jurisdiction  **  wheresoever 
and  whensoever  held." 

Your  Committee  are  therefore  of  the  opinion  that  the  Tiler  is  vested 
with  no  discretion  in  the  performance  of  his  duties,  and  that  he  must 
announce  every  one  presenting  himself,  of  whatever  rank,  and  admit 
them  only  by  order  of  the  Master.  That  the  Master,  having  knowl- 
edge of  the  identity  and  official  status  of  the  Grand  Master,  has  neither 
the  right  nor  power  to  refuse  him  admission.  That  it  is  the  preroga- 
tive of  the  Grand  Master  to  visit,  preside  over  and  inspect  every 
Lodge  in  his  jurisdiction  '*  wheresoever  and  whensoever  held."  Your 
Committee  are  further  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  the  priv'ilege  of  the 
Master  to  have  the  announcement  made  that  the  Gnind  Master  is  in 
waiting— not  for  the  purpose  of  determining  whether  he  shall  be  ad- 
mittdd  ;  not  ft)r  the  puri)ose  of  ascertaining  whether  any  member  of 
the  Lodge  is  unwilling  to  sit  with  him,  as  would  be  the  case  ^ath  an 
ordinary  visitor— but  for  the  sole  purposes  of  ascertaining  (if  he  does 
not  already  ktow)  that  he  is  the  Grand  Master,  and  of  j)reparing  the 
Lodge  to  receive  him  with  the  honors  and  consideration  due  to  his 
exalted  station. 

Your  Committee  presume  that  a  large  majority  of  the  Lodges  in 
this  jurisdiction  have  never  been  officially  visited  by  a  Grand  Miuster ; 
and  though  forms  and  u.sages  on  such  occasions  are  laid  down  in  some 
of  the  Monitors,  we  deem  it  not  improper  in  this  place  to  give  a  brief 
outhne  of  the  ceroiaonies  that  are  appropriate,  and  which  may  be 
used  by  Lodges  in  this  jurisdiction. 

The  Grand  Master  being  in  the  ante-room,  the  Tiler  gives  the 
alarm  and  announces  that  the  Grand  Master  is  in  waiting.  The  Mas- 
ter then  places  the  Deacons  at  the  sides  of  the  door  with  their  rods 
crossed.  The  Brethren  arrange  themselves  in  line  from  the  door  on 
each  side,  extending  towards  the  Chair,  with  a  sufficient  interviU  be- 
tween them.  Being  arranged  in  this  manner,  the  Master  deputes  a 
Past  Master  and  some  other  member  of  the  Lodge  (two  Past  Masters 
if  there  be  that  many  present  \  to  escort  and  introduce  the  Gnmd 
Master.  This  committee  open  the  door  and  announce  to  the  Grand 
Master  that  the  Lodge  is  ready  to  receive  him.  The  door  is  left  open 
until  he  enters  the  Lodge,  when  it  will  be  closed  V>y  the  Tiler.  The 
Grand  Master,  with  a  member  of  the  Keceptiou  Committee  on  each 
side,  and  the  Deacons  on  their  extreme  right  and  left  with  their  rods 
crossed  above  his  head,  advances  between  the  linos  of  the  Brethren 
towards  the  Ejust.  The  usual  sign  <jf  recognition  is  given  at  the 
proper  place,  when  the  Grand  Master  will  be  formally  introduced  wiih 
a  few  aj>pro]>riate  remarks,  which  will  be  resjionderl  to  by  the  Master 
with  a  little  address  of  welcome,  after  which  the  ])rivate  Grand  Hon- 
ors may  be  accorded.  The  Grand  Master  will  then  be  further  es- 
corted to  the  East,  when  the  Master  resigns  to  him  the  seat  and  gavel. 
If  there  be  other  Grand  Officers,  the  corresponding  officers  of  the 
Lodge  will  resign  their  resi>ective  seats  to  them  also.  The  Grand 
Master,  if  he  desires,  may  appoint  ;»ru  tf'tn  Grand  Officers  to  as-sist 
him  in  the  visitation  and  in.'^pection.  In  such  case  thev  enter  the 
Lodge  immediately  following  him.  All  being  seated,  the  blaster  then 
delivers  to  the  Grand  Master  the  Charter,  the  Treasurer's  and  Secre- 
tary's books,  and  a  statement  of  the  funds  of  the  Lodge,  for  his  in- 
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ntMtiou.  Havinc  einniined  tlicin  nnd  mado  HUch  itujnirim  ax  he  may 
ifceiu  lieceMHiir.r  L-ouctniin);  (Lh  iilTHirH  of  tlie  Lodge,  etc.,  be  expresiieH 
bin  ajijirulHitiou,  or  iiuiki'H  nnch  obmrvBlinuB  im  the  circuliiKtHUCcx  and 
ritantiou  of  tliti  Lml^c  mav  bci?iii  to  require.  Ttie  Grutiil  Ibutlcr  tlien 
letiittiui  tlio  ('linjr  ti>  tliv  ^tll!<te^,  tli«  Grand  Officers  (if  there  he  iiuy, } 
leave  their  hmiIh  iiud  rKpiiir  to  th>-  Eaxt,  the  officfrs  of  the  Jjuilge  re- 
sniuinu  their  itlHtiomi.  The  Gniad  Muster  then  diretrtx  the  lliwler  to 
ekne  the  Lodge,  in  order  that  hn  may  obitorve  and  inHjiect  the  cliHting 


Wo  regret  to  find  no  report  on  Ctureiipondence. 
Brothtr  T.  T-l.  MnthowK  wuti  elcuted  M.   W,   Grand  Uanter,   iind 
Brother  G.  H.  BriugliiirHt,  Grand  Secretary. 

VEEMOST. 

The  Eiuhty.Niuth  AnnniU  C'lrouiunionti'.n  wii«  held  on  15th  Jnne, 
18S1.  Willi  Grand  lIuKter  Lnvant  il.  Iteitil  ia  the  Eu«t,  nnd  reprnieu- 
tativei)  triuii  I'J  suboriUniitPS. 

There  nre  in  the  jiirisdietion  103  Chartered  Lodgan,  with  a  maniber- 
ship  of  T.Ti^ti.     The  Inns  during  the  ycnr  ITIJ. 

We  rejoice  to  tind  the  (inind  ILmtur  (utyinf; : 

We  have  Rreat  renson  to  he  thunliful  for  tho  olmoKt  niiiveriinl  peace 
and  iinisiterity  that  has  si((iinli/eil  the  Order  of  Free  Mimonry  in  Ver- 
mout,  diirin);  th»  piwt  yeiir.  No  iineation  of  dilference  huH  nriiien 
dnriuK  the  year  uticeKKJtiilint;  the  intcrfereiicc  of  your  Uriiud  MiiHter. 
Ko  iineHtinnH  of  uiiiHOuic  iliHinplinc  have  biteu  tiiitiiiiittiid  lo  me,  nor 
any  Horiona  isuiiiphiiuta  i>(  uiusiinie  diirelictiooH.  \Vhiitevi>r  [{iieatiuna 
of 'diCcienco  luuy  huve  ntiHeii  in  tlie  lodftea.  or  anmng  the  hrethren, 
have  hcen  Ht'llleil  iir  i)iiH»Mei]  nt  without  reference  tn  tho  Grand 
ilwiler,  iiud  1  liave  iici  ihinht  liiive  been  Hcttled  to  the  HatiHfnetion  of 
all  coneerDnl.  No  iitlier  year  of  niy  nduiiiiiMnilion  hnn  lieeii  ao  freu 
fliim  eoiiiuluiDt  nnd  hii  pr^iHl'erniiK  mid  jieni-efnl  in  all  rcHpeetK,  ho  fur 
as  i  urn  luIviHeil,  uh  the  year  jiiht  ended.  May  thiH  era  of  tiruHpority 
and  gowl  f  eeli:^  long  uunliuue. 

Hie  LnNinens  of  the  (irond  Lodge  wau  entirely  local  in  its  chnracter 
and  ]irutii)>tly  disjHised  of. 

Rrolber  Liicins  E.  Untlvr  wiih  eleeted  Grand  MaHter. 

Brother  Ww,  n.  H.iot,  Grand  Secri-liirj-. 

Tlie  Conmiitlee  <ia  Corre^^]Kludence  made  n  report  in  which  in  re- 
Yiewnl  the  Sixtieth  .-Vntiiial  fniiiiuuiiicntiiin  of  the  Grand  Lodjje  (i£ 
Ala)>aiua.  Tile  mpnrt  is  iin  excellent  i>ric,  ci>veriiig  lilu  poftes,  nnd 
Diighl  be  reTiewed  with  ]irolit  iih  well  as  pleiutare  to  na,  bat  we  have 
loii'ud  nothing  in  it  that  we  have  the  time  to  controvert  and  must, 
per  foroo,  pass  it  by. 
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VIRGINIA. 

The  volume  contAining  the  proceedings  of  the  One  Hundred  and 
Fourth  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  contains  also  a 
complete  account  of  the  laying  of  the  comer  stone  of  the  Yorktown 
Monument  with  Masonic  honors  at  the  invitation  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  by  the  M,  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Virginia,  assisted 
by  Grand  Masters  from  many  of  the  other  jurisdictions.  The  Grand 
Master  of  Virginia,  Peyton  S.  Coles,  upon  that  occasion  wore  the  sash 
and  apron  formerly  the  property  of  the  very  distinguished  General 
George  Washington,  and  which  had  been  presented  to  him  by  General 
La  Fayette,  it  having  been  worked  by  his  wife. 

We  tiike  from  these  proceedings  a  memorandum  of  the  dates  of -the 

establishment   of  the  several  Grand   Lodges  of  the   United  States. 

We  do  so  for  the  information  of  our  brethren,  and  because  it  will  be 

of  easy  reference.     It  is  as  follows  : 

MassachusettH,  8th  March,  1777  ;  Virginia,  13th  October,  1778  ;  New 
York,  5th  September,  1781  ;  Marj'land,  31st  July,  1783  ;  Pennsylvania, 
25th  September,  178G  ;  Georgia,  IGtli  December,  1786  ;  New  Jersey, 
18th  December,  178G  ;  South  Carolina,  24th  March,  1787  ;  North  Caro- 
lina, IGth  December,  1787  ;  Connecticut.  8th  Julv,  1781) :  New  Hamp- 
shire, IGth  July,  1789  ;  Rhode  Island,  25th  June,  1791  ;  Vermont,  19th 
October,  1794  ,'  Kentuckv,  16th  October,  18(K) ;  Delaware,  7th  June, 
1806  ;  Ohio,  2d  January,*  1809  ;  District  of  Columbia,  19th  February, 
1811  ;  Louisiana,  11th  July,  1812  ;  Tennessee,  27th  December,  1813  ; 
Indiana,  13th  January-,  1818  ;  ^lississippi,  25th  August,  1818  ;  Maine, 
24th  June.  1820  ;  Missouri,  4th  Mav,  1821  ;  Alabanja,  11th  December, 

1821  ;  Illinois, ,  1823  :  ^lichigan.  31st  July,  1826  ;  Florida, 

5th  July,  18:^0  ;  Texas,  16th  April,  1838  ;  Arkansas,  25th  November, 
1838  ;  Wisconsin,  18th  December,  1843  ;  Iowa,  8th  January,  1844  ; 
California,  19th  April,  1850  :  Oregon,  loth  September,  1851  ;  ilinne- 
sota,  23d  February,  1853  :  Kansas,  17th  March,  1856  ;  Nebraska,  23d 
September,  1<S57  :  Washington, ,  185m  :  C<»lorado,  —  Novem- 
ber, 1861  :  Nevada,  —  January,  18(J5  ;  West  Virginia,  10th  May.  1865: 
Montana,  24th  January,   I86r» ;    Idaho,   17tli    December,   1H67";  Utah, 

16th  Januairy,  1^72  ;  Wyoming, ,  1874  ;  Indian  Territory',  — 

,  1874  ;  Dakota,  —  July,  1875  ;  New  Mexico, 

And  without  dwelling  upon  these  interesting  and  instructive  cere- 
monies we  extract  another  part  from  the  oration  delivered  on  the 
occasion  by  M.  W.  Beverly  R.  Wellford  Jr.,  P.  G.  M.  : 

Since  the  establishment  of  our  present  system  of  Grand  Lodges — 
now  more  than  one  hundred  and  lifty  years  gone  by—  records  of  all 
things  j)roper  to  be  written  have  been  gonerally  prestTved.  The  char- 
acter of  any  institution — especially  one  like  ours  can  be  only  fairly 
estimated  by  the  character  of  the  men  who  have  been  its  directors 
and  upholders. 

Our  rolls  of  membership  may  not  be  entirely  complete,  but  they 
are  abundantly  enough  so  to  show  that  they  have  embraced  all  the 
while  names  which  commanded  the  respect  and  homage  of  their  con- 
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temporaries,  for  moral  worth  and  public  and  private  nsefalnesfl. 
Naturally  enough,  it  in  rich  in  names  of  men  of  liberal  thought,  who 
have  championed  the  advance  of  Constitutional  ri{2;ht. 

Especially  is  this  the  case  in  our  own  country— in  her  late  Colonial 
histonr  and  the  eiu'lier  days  of  Independence.  We  have  remaining 
records  of  various  army  Lodges,  trjAveling  with  the  army,  and  com- 
posed to  a  large  extent  of  the  most  prominent  and  esteemed  officers 
in  the  Continental  service. 

When,  in  September  1774,  the  Continental  Congress  assembled  in 
Philadel])hiH  to  consolidate  the  ('olonieH,  for  the  purpose  of  remon- 
strance against  the  iiggresHionH  of  Pariiament,  and  of  warning  of  the 
inevitable  consequonoes  of  persistence  therein,  that  Assembly  of 
anxious  patriots  began  their  deliberations  by  selecting  as  their  pre- 
siding officer,  onr  Peyton  liandolph. 

When  the  futility  of  remonstrance  had  been  demonstrated,  and  the 
hour  for  resistance  had  come,  it  was  our  Paul  Revere,  who  made  that 
historic  midnight  ride  to  summon  the  yeomanry  of  Massachusetts  to 
meet  the  coming  foe  and  **  welcome  the  invaders,  with  bloody  hands, 
to  hospitable  graves." 

When  Lexington  and  Concord  had  inaugurated  the  Revolution,  and 
John  Adams  aro.se  upon  the  door  of  Congress  to  nominate  a  com- 
mander-in-chief of  our  uriiiieH,  he  gave  voice  to  the  unanimous  sen- 
timent which  centred  upon  our  peerless  Washington. 

Bunker  Hill  sent  out  her  message  of  defiance,  and  of  assurance  that 
America  could  not  be  conquered,  sealed  with  the  life-blood  of  our 
Warren. 

It  was  our  Franklin  who,  after  signing  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence, was  sent  abroad  as  the*  representative  of  the  struggling  States 
at  the  C^urt  of  France  :  through  whoiu  was  negotiated  the  Treaty  of 
Alliance  with  France,  which  ensured  our  success  and  the  final  Treaty 
of  Peace  with  CJreat  Britain,  which  recognized  it. 

It  was  the  fall  of  our  Montgomery  upon  the  Heights  of  Abraham 
which  seided  the  disiistrous  result  of  the  Canadian  campaign  ;  and 
at  the  price  of  the  life  of  our  Mercer,  the  victory  at  Princeton  was 
achievecf. 

It  was  our  LaFayette  who,  at  the  sacrifice  of  ease  and  fortune  at 
home,  came  to  us  with  the  first  message  of  practical  sympathy  from 
abroad  ;  shared  till  the  burthens  and  vicissitudes  of  our  fortunes  ;  as 
the  boy-Oeneral  in  cominand  of  our  forces,  battled  the  advance  of 
Comwallis,  compelled  his  occupation  of  York,  and  shared  the  laurels 
of  his  final  surnmder. 

When  the  war  had  closed  in  triumph,  and  the  agony  of  the  suc- 
ceeding crisis  had  pa-ssed,  and  the  people  of  these  States  had  or- 
dained the  establishmcjut  of  this  Union,  and  had  elected  the  officers 
to  excute  their  will,  and  the  President  of  their  choice  came  forward 
to  take  the  oath  of  office  l)efore  the  assembled  Congress,  in  New  York 
city,  three  central  o}>jects  stood  out  upcm  the  canvass. 

The  President  was  our  own  Washington  pledging  the  acceptance  of 
his  high  office,  and  the  exercise  of  all  its  functions  and  powers  in 
subordination  to  the  law  of  the  land,  and  verifying  the  sincerity  of 
that  pledge  Ijy  a  reverent  ai)t)eal  to  the  God  of  the  Bible,  in  the  forms 
of  law,  before  an  officer  of  the  law.  That  officer  of  the  law  was  the 
Chancellor  of  the  State  of  New  York,  our  Most  Worshipful  Brother 
Robert  R.  Livingston,  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  the  State  of  New 
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York.  The  Holy  Bible,  upon  which  the  first  President  impressed  his 
lips,  was  then  broui^ht,  for  this  occasion,  from  the  ultar  of  St.  John's 
Lodge,  No.  1,  of  New  York  city,  and  is  still  sacredly  preserved  by 
that  ancient  Lodge. 

The  Annnal  Communication  was  held  on  the  12th  of  December, 
1881,  under  the  supervision  of  M.  W.  Peyton  S.  Coles,  Grand  blaster, 
there  being  present  representatives  from  135  subordinates. 

"Whole  number  of  Lodges  232  ;  membership  10,154.  Oain  during 
the  year  253. 

The  Grand  Master  is  doubtless  correct  when  he  says  : 

In  connection  with  the  subject  of  decisions,  I  would  suggest  that 
Ofl&cers  iUid  Brethren  generally  shall  read  carefully  and  intelligently 
the  Proceedings  of  the  Grand*  Lodge,  and  the  Reports  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Correspondence.  These  i)apers  contain,  besides 
valuable  information,  a  solution  for  almost  every  difficulty,  a  prece- 
dent for  almost  every  disputed  point,  and  by  keeping  posted  on  sub- 
i'ects  of  such  vital  importance  to  Masons,  much  neecUess  labor  would 
>e  spared  your  Grand  Master,  and  the  "eternal  fitness  of  things" 
would  be  more  frequently  obsen*ed. 

The  Grand  Lecturer,  speaking  of  the  work  very  properly  says,  **  no 
man  or  body  of  men  could  induce  me  to  make  the  change  of  a  single 
word  or  syllable  of  the  adopted  work." 

Reuben  M.  Page  was  elected  Grand  Master. 

Wm.  B.  Isaacs,  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  W.  F.  Drinkhard  made  the  report  on  Correspondence,  and 
we  find  Alabama  for  1880  reviewed.  Commenting  on  a  resolution  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Delaware,  he  attacks  the  doctrine  of  perpetual 
jurisdiction  in  this  shape  : 

Hesohed^  That  hereafter  no  Subordinate  Lodge  of  this  jurisdiction 
shall  grant  a  release  to  any  rejected  applicant  for  initiation. 

If  that  doesn't  go  a  bow-shot  beyond  the  abominable  doctrine  of 
perpetual  jurisdiction,  then  we  don't  know  what  it  means.  Let  us 
call  attention  to  its  monstrosity.  Mr.  Smith,  a  worthy  gentleman, 
asks  to  be  made  a  Mason  in  Delaware.  Some  Mason  dislikes  him, 
and  votes  against  him.  He  knows  n<jthiug  of  Masonic  regulations, 
and  is  in  total  ignorance  as  to  why  he  was  rejected.  He  afterwards 
removes  to  Iowa,  and  there  proves  to  be,  as  he  was  in  Delaware,  a 
worthy  citizen.  Liking  the  Masons  he  has  become  acquainted  with 
in  his  new  home,  he  at  the  end  of  ten  years  applies  for  initiation. 
What  then?  Why  he  is  told  that  Delaware  Lodge  acquired  perpetual 
jurisdiction  over  nim  by  rejecting  him  I  Yes,  by  rejecting,  not  by 
accepting  him.  We  haven't  patience  to  comment  upon  such  teach- 
ings when  they  are  set  forth  as  Free  Masonry.  But,  thank  Heaven, 
though  we  used  Iowa's  name,  Iowa  allows  no  such  wrongs  to  be  per- 
petuated in  her  name.  Like  Virginia,  she  uses  her  own  pleasure  in 
regard  to  applicants  rejected  in  other  jurisdictions.  Wo  ask  them 
whether  they  have  been  rejected,  learn  why  if  we  can,  and  then  ini- 
tiate or  not  as  the  Lodge  may  decide. 


APPENDIX.  147 

WASHINGTON. 

The  Twenty-fourth  Annual  Commnnication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
this  Territory  was  held  on  the  Ist  June,  1881,  M.  W.  Brother  Louis 
Sohns,  Grand  Master,  and  representatives  from  20  chartered  Lodges. 
In  this  jurisdiction  arc  30  active  Lodges,  with  a  total  membership  of 
1,170.     Gain  during  the  year,  22. 

On  the  subject  of  the  right  of  one  Lodge  to  demand  payment  of  an- 
other whose  member  has  been  relieved  by  the  former  with  pecuniary 
aid,  the  Grand  Master  says  : 

But  has  it  come  to  this,  that  a  brother  Mason,  or  a  Lodge,  when  it 
buries  the  dead«  ministers  at  the  bedside  of  the  li\'ing,  stands  father 
to  the  fatherless  or  befriends  the  desolate  and  lonely  of  the  earth,  that 
it  must  be  reimbursed  fur  the  expenses  attending  the  performing  of 
these  pleasant  duties,  the  holy  mission  of  Masonry'  ?  Is  a  Lodge  to 
be  joined  that  the  affiliate  may  bo  assured  that  he  is  to  receive  Uiese 
things?  Even  had  Brother  Jumoison  continued  a  member  of  St. 
John's  Lodge,  his  claim  upon  the  Fraternity,  **  wheresoever  dis- 
persed," was  just  the  same.  It  is  the  misfortune  of  this  age,  that  the 
numerous  beneticial  associations  to  which  our  Brethren  have  become 
attached  has  given  growth  to  the  idea  'Hhat  Masonry  has  ceased  to 
be  a  charitable  anti  is  a  beneficial  institution." 

ITiis  mission  of  Masonry  is  not  mercenary ;  it  is  not  a  system  of 
exchange,  or  a  purchase  of  the  dis])ensing  charitable  rites.  It  rather 
is: 

**  As  ye  would  that  men  should  do  to  you,  do  ye  also  to  them  like- 
wise. For  if  ye  love  them  which  love  you,  what  thank  have  ye  ?  for 
sinners  also  love  those  that  love  them.  And  if  ye  do  g(X>d  to  them 
which  do  good  to  you,  what  thank  have  ye  !  for  sinners  also  do  even 
the  same,  and  if  ye  lend  to  them  of  whom  ye  hope  to  receive,  what 
thank  have  ye,  for  sinners  also  lend  to  sinners  to  receive  as  much 
again." 

The  business  before  the  Grand  Lodge  was  altogether  local  in  its 
character,  and  wjis  promptly  attended  to. 

Brother  Ralph  Guichard  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Thomas 
Milburne  Reed,  Grand  Secretary. 

There  was  no  report  on  C'orro8pon<ience. 

WEST  VIRGINIA. 

M.  W.  Brother  Charles  James  Faulkner  Jr.,  Grand  Master,  opened 
in  ample  form  this  Grand  Lodge  at  its  Seventeenth  Annual  Commu- 
nication on  the  8th  November,  1881,  there  being  present  representa- 
tives from  72  Lodges. 

We  find  no  table  of  statistics  from  which  we  can  learn  either  the 
strength  of  the  Fraternity  in  West  Virginia,  or  whether  it  is  progress* 
ing  or  retrogading. 

We  give  the  13th  question  and  answer  of  the  decisions  of  the  Grand 
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Master,  because  "the  reply  embodies  concisely  the  true  errand  of  Ma- 
sonry : 

13.  Berkley  Lodge  No.  37. — AMiat  are  the  duties  of  a  Lodge,  or  its 
members,  to  a  member  who  is  sick  V  And  what  are  the  rights  of  a 
sick  member,  so  far  as  those  rights  relate  to  relief  or  asssistauce  to  be 
furnished  by  the  Lodge,  or  its  members  in  their  individual  capacity? 

Ansioer. — These  questions  are  verj'  broad,  and  involve  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  ilasonrj'.  It  is  the  duty  of  Masons  collectively 
and  individually,  to  manifest  a  charitable  disposition  toward  all  men, 
more  especially  a  brother  in  Masonry,  whether  he  is  a  member  of  the 
particular  Lodge  within  whose  jurisdiction  he  is  stricken  down  or  not. 
And  it  is  the  right  of  every  M.  Si.  in  good  and  regular  standing,  to  be 
relieved  and  comforted  in  want,  sickness  or  distress.  These  obliga- 
tions and  rights  are  reciprocal.  Masonry  being  a  charitable,  and  not 
a  benevolent  institution,  **the  necessity  for  the  relief  or  assistance 
claimed,  and  the  pecuniarj*  inability  of  the  applicant  to  furnish  or 
provide  it,  are  the  true  tests  by  which  the  obligations  of  a  Lodge  or 
its  members  should  be  measured."  In  addition  to  the  charitable  fea- 
tures of  Masonry-,  which  in  a  proper  case,  we  should  always  be  prompt 
to  exemplify,  the  intellectual  and  social  are  equally  binding.  The 
visitation  of  a  sick  brother,  should  be  one-of  our  most  pleasant  duties, 
and  be  regarded  as  one  of  our  greatest  privileges— "to  alleviate  his 
misfortunes,  to  compassionate  his  misery,  and  restore  peace  to  his 
troubled  mind,"  illustrates  the  truest,  and  one  of  the  most  practical 
tenets  of  Masonry. 

Brother  John  H.  Riley   was   elected   M.   W.    Grand   Master,   and 
Brother  Odell  S.  Long,  Grand  Secrettiry. 
There  is  no  report  on  Correspondence. 

WYOMING. 

« 

Here  we  have  the  proceedings  of  the  Seventh  Annual  Communica- 
tion of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Wyoming  very  tastily  gotten  up.  We 
find  the  Grand  Lodge  opened  in  ample  form,  with  not  a  single  Grand 
Officer  from  Grand  Master  to  Tiler  present  I  It  was  opened  by  Bro. 
Robert  Wilson  (is  Grand  Master  and  Bro.  Wm.  Ashe  acted  as  Grand 
Secretary.  There  were  present,  however,  representatives  from  five 
Lodges,  the  entire  number  in  the  jurisdiction.  Total  membership, 
352  ;  gain  during  the  year,  9. 

The  Grand  Master,  Brother  Frank  M.  Foote,  not  being  able  to  be 
present  sent  his  address,  which  was  read.  In  it  he  pays  a  glowing 
tribute  to  the  exrelleuce  and  worth  of  Brother  Wnj.  G.  Tom,  who  had 
passed  away  while  still  Grand  Secretary,  This  accounts  for  the  />ro 
tern  Secretary  at  the  opening  of  thg  Grand  Lo<lgo.  The  Brethren  of 
Alabama  will  sincerely  sympathize  with  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  in 
his  aflliction  (the  loss  of  his  son)  and  with  the  (Jrand  L<Mlge  of 
Wyoming  in  the  loss  of  that  distinguished  Mason  and  fluent  reporter 
their  bimented  Grand  Secretary. 


APPENDIX.  149 

Brother  Robert  Wilson  was  elected  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  and 
Brother  J.  H,  Syiiiona,  Grand  SecrcUirj'. 

Brother  J.  H.  Symons  made  the  report  on  Correspondence,  review- 
ing, among  others,  the  proceedings  of  Alabama  for  1880,  and  we  ex- 
tract from  it  the  following  : 

Among  Grand  Master  Tompkins'  decisions  we  find  the  following : 
"•tth.  Where  a  brother  has  been  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues, 
and  desires  a  dimit,  he  must  pay  to  ms  Lodge  all  dues  that  accrued 
against  him  up  to  the  date  of  his  suspension,  and  also  all  dues  accru- 
ing during  the  time  of  his  suspension,  before  his  application  can  be 
acted  upon."  No  one  will  dissent  to  the  first  part  of  this  ruling,  but 
as  to  the  latter  part,  all  of  the  reports,  save  two,  consider  it  unjust 
and  erroneous.  Why  should  a  Mason,  after  he  is  deprived  of  mem* 
bershi])  for  non-payment  of  dues,  and  thereby  denied,  among  other 
privileges,  that  of  holding  Masonic  intercourse  with  his  brethren,  be 
obliged  to  pay  all  dues  accruing  during  the  time  of  his  suspension  ? 
Is  it  in  accord  with  th(;  sjjirit  of  Masonry  to  compel  a  brother  to  pay 
for  that  which  he  never  received?  There  is  an  equitable  as  well  as  a 
financial  side  to  this  question. 

This  rule  is  only  a  re-itenition  of  a  report  of  the  Committee  on  Ju- 
risprudence, adopted  many  years  sin(;e  by  our  Grand  Lodge  after  due 
consideration  and  full  discussion.  It  was  adopted  as  a  punishment 
for  the  olfense,  for  if  a  brother  be  not  able  to  pay  his  dues  all  our 
Lodges  are  taught  to  remit  them.  But  then  it  is  designed  that  a 
Brother  by  his  negligence,  whether  it  be  accidental  or  designed,  shall 
not  be  able  to  throw  the  burthens  of  the  Lodge  upon  the  other  mem- 
bers and  at  will  re-instate  himself  to  the  enjoyment  of  its  benefits, 
without  having  contributed  to  it.  If  a  Brother  is  needy  and  in  pov- 
erty remit  his  dues  before  suspension,  if  not — why  punish  him  for  the 
non-performance  of  his  duties.  Though  it  is  his  first  rejiort,  it  is  an 
excellent  one. 

CONCLUSION. 

The  foregoing  has  been  written  under  many  adverse  circumstances 
which  conspired  to  interfere.  Among  otliers,  the  illness  of  one  with 
whom  we  have  travelled  many  a  weary  mile  of  life's  journey,  and 
whose  company  we  feel  absolutely  necessary  for  those  few  that  still 
remain. 

The  year  reviewed  has  been  prohfic  in  death.  The  unsparing  hand 
that  wields  the  scythe  has  been  busy  amid  the  prominent  of  our  Fra- 
ternity, and  in  every  jurisdiction  has  the  warning  **  memento  mori  " 
been  sounded  amid  the  columns  of  the  Temple. 

The  question  of  supreme  control  over  its  proper  territory  by  a 
Grand  IxKlge  has  agitated  the  fraternity  somewhat,  but  the  American 
doctrine  of  exclusive  jurisdiction  seems  to  have  been  very  generally 
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Accepted,  and  the  only  question  now  to  be  considered  when  applica- 
tion for  recognition  is  made,  seems  to  be  as  to  the  legality  and  regu- 
larity in  the  formation  of  the  Grand  Li>dge.  There  are  objections 
nrged  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Sonih  Wales,  which  have  been 
given  by  us,  but  we  believe  that  all  these  objections  ^ill  soon  be  re- 
moved, and  a  new  impulse  given  to  Masonry  in  that  far  off  land  of 
the  southern  sea. 

We  have  not  tabulated  the  gains  and  losses  but  fear  that  the  latter 
greatly  exceed  the  former.  Whether  this  is  the  result  of  too  little 
leniency  in  dealing  with  those  who  fall  into  arrears  for  dues  or  an 
increasing  unwilingness  to  enter  the  institution,  or  from  what  cause, 
would  be  an  interesting  question  for  examination.  There  can  be  no 
doubt,  however,  that  some  of  the  blame  for  it  must  be  attributed  to 
ourselves.  If  all  of  us  carried  the  maxims  and  lessons  taught  in  the 
Lodge  out  into  the  active  affairs  of  life  and  did  ''unto  others  as  we 
would  that  others  should  do  unto  us,"  we,  the  fraternity,  would  be- 
come the  admiration  of  the  profane,  and  to  be  known  as  a  Mason 
would  be  a  passport  to  any  position.  Then  there  would  be  no  de- 
crease in  numbers,  no  lack  of  interest  in  the  members. 

There  have  been  verj'  many  foundation  stones  laid  with  Masonic 
ceremonies  in  accordance  with  the  usual  custom  of  the  Fraternity. 
At  each  of  these  addresses  of  the  most  admirable  and,  in  some  in- 
stancces,  eloquent  character  were  made,  in  all  of  them  were  shown 
forth  the  principles  of  the  order. 

The  decisions  in  the  several  jurisdictions  on  similar  questions  are 
very  generally  alike,  save  where  load  laws  govern.  We  have  noted 
but  few  because  they  were  usually  in  accordance  with  the  usage  in 
this  jurisdiction. 

Brethren,  our  work  is  before  you  ;  if  it  suits  you  we  care  not  for  the 
carpings  of  others,  but  if  you  shall  be  dissatistieil,  then  shall  we  be 
grieved. 

PALMER  J.  PILLANS. 


NAMES  AND  NUMBERS  OF  LODGES, 

With  Ihf  niiHilirr  if  Mrmlvr^.  aiiio'iiit  of  DutH  (xiUl  to  Ihf  firnnd  Lodgt, 
aixl  Ihf  iivtah'T  Iff  M'lw  Hfl'-rM.  F'lusfil,  W«iM«I,  .Ijfl/iuM/,  Hfiftft, 
and  D!i..Hleii.  siii^  lii^  IMtini. 


NUIEN    OF   LoMlGA. 


1  Helion '  »l  82 

4iRii<mK  Virtue 'M'  1 

tlMuultiin 43  a 

HFiimir ai    1 

DGilcad. 35   1 

]OIH»V'tl  Wliil«  Hiirt  471  a 

1    MoDt^..m«.v ftils 


•\Xt\u-. 

■12H,dul  .\ll>i.d»  2*  ] 

2^  (ieor(te  WiiKliingtoii 211  . . 

■2JD«1.- I  4i>.  a 

afiLttFuvi-ttfl 25,  ] 

27>^-liui«KrHlermil Cll    3 

29KwinBSim -iV  i 

31  Anluiit-ii 31    ] 

3(i  WftwhiiiKMu ,  DIM  i 

31]  Wctiitupku ..I  4«   a 

iO.MolnlH I  7'.'l  a 

41  LivinKNtfn   ■ 


14<iu: 


,  i»; . 


ViUHmlODV .,--,- 

4UUi-nii>puli>'. 1  **   1 

So'l-m.**: l-l"  -i 

51  JcBemm 2(i!  1 

5a  Sew  Murkpt ■  19 

MfJrpfiniug.. !  ■17   i 

54Ami(v ;i"l  1 

55.M.mnt  M.iri..b i  38.. 
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[I  I If I 


63 Social '22  812  50      ...  J..:,,'  1 

eiEureks TA.  25  5(1 .......  .    1...   i 

65Liberty 211  1(1  u(»    .'.  .    l;..l,.:i 

67,Haiupden  Sidney 51i  25  IKJ   1    a   3   4i . .    1 

G8Hol»ey 12,    f.  00 ..',.i  2 

63  Howard 51;  W  50  5   5   3'  1.  1,  3 

TOCentnd 31  15  5<) .  .i- .,.;..:.  .|. . 

7llTohoi>eka 35  17  00   1    1    1   2;..|.. 

72  Widow's  Son 22   10  IIU ■  1'.  .1  I 

74  Solomon U  Ifi  50  . .    1    1   4  ,,   5 

75'Coker>-iUe 3I>  17  00   1.  1    1  .   '  ll.. 

78'Crozier lU     9  50 ■..■..' 

TOFredonia 15  7  50  . .  .  .|, ,',  ,  ..I. , 

80:wiloox 25  12  (10   1   1    2'  ai.,!  2 

81  Saint  StepbeDH 2U  2(1  00   1'  1    1  ..    1.. 

tfi.BeUefonte IH   20  00 ;..'..!  3 

83,Pneiid>(hip 12  Ifi  00  . .  . 

84  Erophotic 44  21  50  4   4   4   2   3,  1 

SBiMendian  Sun  , 15     fi  50  . .  , I. . 

SOiPratti-ille , .  32  15  50  4   3   4   1    I. . 

SOiPfioter 10  'J  50   1    1    1,,,.    1 

ailHenry 37  17  50'.,'..  ..    3  ,.l  1 

tHSTuckHbatchee 4:1  21  00  3   1;  1   3  3   1 

97|LozBluitKhee 41  20  00   1    1  . ,  , ,    3  , . 

9B'Fiilton 24   11  00 2 

99]SftUm -M  ir.  M      ...      1  .  .'  1 

lOl.HartweU 32  14  50..-.      1   i  .:■.. 

102'NBwborn 10  10  oil  4  3  1  , .  . ,  ■  2 

103Beni<im 21  10  00  2   2   1    1  ..'  1 

104 Go<«l  Samaritan :i4; 3 

lOSiSUiloh 21!  10  5(1  2   2   2..  ..I.. 

lOOHermon 201    *,l  50: 1 

lOH  Oak  Bowen- 15   Ifi  00' 3 

lIOForeat  Hill" 27    i..    ...    1  . .]  5 

III  Sylvan 21  lH  Tjll     ..,|,  ,.!..;  1 

1171'enTvilIe 17  N  50        .'.  .    1  . .:, . 

110  NotaHulKft 3T  If;  50   3   3  2   2   1   1 

120Cuuip  Hill 22  10  50   1,  1    1    l'..'.. 

124  Felix 2M  13  50..'..  ..    3  ..i,. 

121!  Mortimer  Iteeder Ifi   13  .50 |  1 

127 Bolivar :tS  35  (K)..  ,  ,'..    . 

131  YorkviUe 30  15  00  2  2   2   1    .:.. 

133 LoBuhapoka 13'  (j  50  , ,;.  .|. .,,  ,|. .!  . 
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I34.ffil,.y   17»  S  S 

1351Coliiiubi« 711   33  S 

ismunitv ;!:i  m  ni 

I-t«Hhplby i«  ait  S 

HlJBrtbd IM  H  m 

HaWldwin aai  1(1  5 

14:l'BiirleH.<n 22  Id  S 

U4l)„l,.vilU> 15  7  0 

Ur.l.-mtt.rriilv   M  IB  S 

l-17I{,.(lw,.r«v.llp 

14Mr.ilfi  Wilier 


■i  Blml..ii   SjmtiK, -  1(1,     o 

lS2U()unt  JffferHi.u 'IB     7 

loSlMouroprille .'ill'  12 

154'NiYbiitvli 11!^    H 

15n' MnyHville  24l  2(1 

l(il,Feiiic:k ,  ,  4(i;  21 

iqFaveU«ville Itl'    7 

KWSumlfli- Vi     G 

UiH  SIoTint  Hc)pH '2Hi  12 

17')  Elbn ';Wi  ir> 

mcioplcn isl    7 

nareltowiihip 321  ir. 

irj  Andrew  Jockwiu UN    4M 

17((Dnvie 17-13 

J7HDc»<itiiville 
IBlLnherfoil  .. 
llSS'JIoLint  Eeyii 

IHS Catania    .'. 2-1 

lH7Jl>BDiiiDarlc 
ISSkninton  , , 
IHdiDelU  . 
ISOiTomLimbeP 
191'BniBh  r 
1W2C 


S(l  2  '. 

SO  ... . 
.50   1    ] 


Littali.»ii- 
pewell.. 


aiiii..ii,Mn" 

2IWV»l]ey 

SMlMoimiiiij  S^jriti^ , . 


207'PetlnBviUe 

208  Alemndrift 2M 

209  MarebaU 30   15  00 

21l!York Ui:  -27  50 

aiSIBuildare ■2li  11  50; 

aiMiSam  Diion 51'  li 

aiatineriUe 51,  i 

ailTeniinw r 0| 

22--!|WeHteni 30,  I 

22a  Sandy  Hidge U' 

224'Nev,-ton 34:  I 

2-29iL<>iusville 2i    1 

aau'Santn  Fe lit' 

227<Jaiiie>i  Penn 2j   2 

230  Beiar  3ti'  :) 

231  iDock  Spring ^-J  2 

233lSepnlf{B 28   1 

235:Httniei>tvillF. 17 

asCGwlnden I'J. 

238'Fairmount , , , ,  :J2 

2il  Bowen 31    1 

242'(:oosa 33   1 

243:K.iiuer 20 

244  DftBtwn ^Ki    1 

a4e  Harrisim 33   1 

aoO  Amand 25   1 


251  C 


I  Port.. 


33    1 


253  Rose  Hill lit 

254  yuitiimn 14  1 

25lKiavleavUIe i>  1 

237  Eiiin 4o  I 

2n)Bellevme 2;i  1 

2fil  Tallatl^gu 54  i 

2(i'2  Hiahlnnd 27  : 

2t>4  W'unnt  (tTOTs 5r>  i 

2l«  Meridian 4'!  1 

2tJ«  Moimi  Pleiumut  10  . 

2l!7  Wiucl  Creek. 2r.  1 

270  Kiiller  Spring. .'il  1 

271  Pen  River 27  1 

272  Clieton 17 

275  Frankfort 27  I 
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1' 

278N(irlliem 

2«!ifhurii»i  BimlieiTille 

a»5  Ueniwuau 
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4 

i 

12    11  IMI    . 
31    14  SI  2 

l«'  14  50  . . 
)3   Iti  IHI,  1 
"^21  21;  MV  1 

2K7  c;iiut..n 

Ulfek''^' 

3(l5C©ntrBl  «ty 

31»nnttiiville 

32ll  WarreDton 

3211'le««inl  Uill 

a^SHollv  Urove 

324  Viidu 

32H,Mi,.li-,„ij  WUIiira 

*«i:rorklau.l 

MlCbaritv 

3;t2  Blue  Eye 

28 13 

HI.  13  50,  2 

22     9  1)11.. 

2H  u »»;  2 

2G   12  rtl)\.. 
IN,    9  iKi.  1 

18  9  rAi  1 
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18      9  (Mil.. 
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23   lU  iNi'  ij  1 

1I 

349  Owirk 
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:C71lutlodge 

aw  Idirlxinr 
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371  KnHwllviUe 
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375Giiiiiem-ilIo 3llSir.  I(U..'.,' 

37G.Suntu  Creek. 17    HI  (Kl' 

377L«keCitT ai   IH  rNI   (1   7   7..  .,!., 

378  WeoKufbii *>■  -25  (Nl! . . .  1' .   i      . .]  i 

STKHobfrt  E,  Lee 21    10  S I   .^  .  ,   I  4  ..!.. 

3S0Ohutchee 47   22  Sd  5  4  4|       i.. 

381  E.  H.  Cook Ill     iKKI..',.  .,1  1..   1 

3»4  BirmiughRiu  Fraterual 4M   24  (HI  u   S  S'  8'  3'  3 

SStiTrinitv 3S    17  (Ml   1    1       2..'] 

38«N-owbHreh 43   ly  OUl  1    1       ..,.;.. 

389 Vernon i'-t- 4  4  3..  ..'8 

3W)We«tliers 17-  15  50..'  1   1   l,..'a 

331  North  Bonier 25,  12  00  ... .    1  . .!. .   5 

392  Hickorv  Flat 12     SoO,.'..,.    1',,    1 

394VttIley   Heud 22 '  1    J    i:..    1    , 

3'J5  0pplika 25   12  00   1   1  ,  .    l!  1'  . 

39GF»lkville 25'  27  50   1    1   1  ..',.   2 

39HHiirtsell 2li   11  5(J  .  .  ,  .L  ,    3    .    , 

300  H*w  RiilBe 211   11  50   2    l'  1   aj.     2 

40l).Hnuecvilte 23'  11  01)   1    1       ,  .!..    1 

403,Childer>ibui^ 17     8  50  2   2  2    .'.. 

4M'Hol>okeD 13;    6  50l. .  . .       ,  ,i  .    1 

400  Doric 25'  12  0<i!  1    1    13    .    , 

408HillMboro 21) 1  1 

40!I.PoDiItowii 25   11  1X1  3   3'  2   1' 

4KI|Helena ill  l'.l  (K(l  3   4'  2   1       i 

411JeuiiKon.. i25-  11  50  . .  . .  . ,    1  .,'  1 

412  Ambermin fill   33  5(1  8   5   7  li  3'  2 

114  Sulphur  S[)riug 15 |  1  .  .  ^  1   2   ll  1 

41G'Ouk  Level   IH     6  iVI'..  ..'   ,  .      I   1 

417  (ieoruB  Smith lU     H  01)   5  5   7   1   7 11 

410  Hilton 15   i:i  50   3   3   2 

420  BrooDitown 32   Hi  IK)   4   4   4  , . 

42ICulliuun  Fniteraul...    :(2   14  INI  2   1    1 

422KhortorviUe :i«   IK  IHl   3   3   3  . , 

423  t'lonton 4:i   21   'WJ   4   4   2 

424 'licorge  Wilson .25   12  5(1   2   3   11 

428  BelKreen 21    HI  50  1 

4211  Uilo  Abercrouibie 25   l:i  00   3   3  4   U 

4:l()Alb>-rt\ille iS 4   5   4   3 

433  Itmni'hville II 3   3   3   1 

434 AmluluHU Ill    '....■  H 
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1 882. 
AT  REFRESHMENT  ABOVK 


James  Johnson,  Ang.  8 , 

William  H.  Alexjin<ler,  July  26 

Abner  Dill,  IHHl ! . . . . 

Drftwry  AVatnon,  Jan.  13 

James  (\  Mor'^an,  Sept. .  , 

Setb  Mabrv,  Feb.  1 

James  S.  Paullin,  Juik^  1. 


Helicon No.      1 


Moiilton . 


( 


Gilead. 


* 


An<lrew  Enjielhardt,  Nov.  5     47  years 
Joseph  Hammond,  April  1-556  years 

Samnel  Tanner  Jr.,  Dec.  27,  '8l/. 

Cfodfrev  Rentz,  Aug.  23 

James  >V.  Woodson,  Jiilv  10 

Lewib   Lawson,  Drcm.  20.  1881 

Lewis  Labar,  Dec.  3,  1881 

Thomas  J.  Sweney,  May  1882 

John  Cnrry,  Jan.  5 

George  P.  Fab<'l,  Jan.  15 

Alexander  Gordon  Dne,  Mar.  22 .  *  . . . 

Joseph  RodrigiK's  Sen.,  April  10 

Wilham  Arnold,  Jnlv  14 

Zane  M.  Hoyt,  Sej^t.'  1'.)-  36  years 

Zadoc  J.  Daniel,  Nov.  26 

Angustino  Schmidt,  May  28 

John  D.  Vandever,  Sept.  19 

John  F.  Davis,  Aug.  7 

Alfred  Boyd,  Sept.  21 

John  Coskrey,  ( )ct.  18 

Thomas  H.   Hryant,  Nov.  11 

Leonidas  Alston,  June  28 

Isaiah  A.  Wilson,  Jan.  22 

John  A.  Padgt'tt,  Oct.  21 

Jesse  B.  Wisinger,  Dfc.  19,  '81 — 75  y's 

William  Y.  House,  June  14 

John  Tvler  Howard,  Dec.  1881 

John  E.  Foust   

Andniw  Simon,  Jan.    19 

James  Tail,  Ai)ril  2 

Oliver  Stnrges  Beers,  Nov.  10 

W- illiam  Paige,  Dec.  1,  1881 

Benjamin    S.  Smith,  May  29 

James  M.  Driver,  Apr.  25-  46  years. . 
John  W.  Cobb,  Aug.  15—67  years 


Roval  White  Hart. 

Montgomery 

Athens 

Dale 

La  Fayette 

Rising  Sun 

Washington 

Wetumpka 

Mobile 

Livingston 

Harnumy 

D(»mopoli8 

Jefferson 

Amity 


-  Troy 


Tompkin8>'ille  .  . 

Saint  Johns 

Eureka 

Liberty 

Hampden  Sidney, 
Holsev , 


-  Howard 


Tohopeka. 

Solomon  . 
Cokerville 


6 
9 

10 

11 
16 
25 
26 
29 
36 
39 

40 

41 
46 
49 
51 
54 

56 

61 
62 
64 
(J5 
67 
68 

69 

71 

74 
75 


(( 


(( 


91 

97 

99 

106 
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Thomas  H.  Bailey,  Aug,  9—64  years. .     Saint  Stephens  No.  81 

Middleton  H.  Haygood,  Apr.  15 Erophotic **  84 

James  A.  Nummy,  March  18 Pratt ville **  89 

Andrew  J.  Floyd,  Jan.  9  i  Pfi„t^r  **  MO 

Robert  L.  Steele,  Ang.  2 f  I'tister W 

George  Hntto,  June  1 |  „ 

James  Gillespie,  Aug.  15 f  nenr>' 

John   Snider,  Oct.  15  -70  years /  t       v  *  u 

David  L.  McKee,  Mav    15-  55  years.  .  f  Lo^ahatchee 

Clark  Aldridge,  Oct.  20  -73  years ....     Salem "  99 

James  D.  Thomas,  Dec.  12,  i881 i  „  «, 

Waid  R.  Thomtis,  19 <  ^^^^^'^ 

Virgil  W.  Barnett,  Oct.  2 Forest  Hill •*  110 

Thomas  D.  Lucius,  Mav  20 Svlvan **  111 

Thonuis  L.  Vaughan,  Dec.  29,  1881 . .  .     Perr>-ville "  117 

Archibald  McKee,  Jan.  25 Notasulga **  119 

William  J.  Lougacre,  Sept.  3 Bolivar **  127 

William  W.  Hav,  Nov.  2«,  1881 j 

W^alter  R.  Williford,  Dec.  2 -  Columbia **  135 

Michael  B.  Koonce,  Oct.  28 ) 

Charles  L.  Davis,  Mav  15—50  years. .     Unitv **  136 

John  Christie,  April  3 Shelby **  140 

Asberry  C.  Jones,  May  2 [  Bethel  "   141 

Apacian  P.  Carruth,  Oct.  21 )  uetnei lii 

Christopher  C   Roberts   Jan.  13 |  ^  j^^^ ,,    1^ 

John  H.  Grant,  Julv  2h \ 

Epps  Randolph .  . .  .* Cold  Water "    148 

Anderson  H.  Kendrick,  Aug.  7 Nixburgh **   154 

Andrew  J.  Shelton,  Dec.  23,  1881 Sumter **    166 

Benjamin  F.  Bird j 

William  J.  Horton ,  -  Mount  Hope **   168 

Henry  Broyles,  June  21 ) 

Samuel  P.  Beall,.  Mav  8 /  p,,  a    ^''(\ 

Bartimeus  M.  Weeks*,  Aug.  2 \  ^"^" ^'" 

Jackson  J.  Warr,  Dec.  15,  1881— G4  y's     Clopton "    171 

Charles  W.  Norton,  Sep.  14 Andrew  Jackson **    173 

Jacob  Gunter,  Jan.  31     60  years ClintonviUe **    188 

Calvin  J.  Kirven,  Feb.  14 /  r^      t  •  t  ..    mn 

John  W.  Ellis.  May  20 ,  Tomb.gl.oe 190 

Benjamin  B.  Meriwether,  Julv  18 ..  .  .     Hopewell *'  193 

William  McLoud,  Nov.  23,  1880 i 

Martin  G.  Slaughter,  June   12,  1881 .  .     Hillabee **  197 

SeaV>om  (J.  Wright,  Aug.  — ) 

Stei^hen  E.  Bowdou,  June  9 Caledonia **  198 

Benjamin  W.  Ramsey,  Jan.  22 Manning  Spring **  2t4 

John  B.  Broughton,  Oct.  15 Alexandria **  208 

David  A.  Moniac,  Sep.  30 Tensaw **  221 

John  T.  (Joodson,  Mjiy  23 Western  Star **  222 

George  W.  Harrison,  Dec.  5,  '81  -  52y's     Louisville *•  225 

Absalom  G.  James James  Penn *'  227 

Thonms  l)"!^-"^!^.  ^''"•'■l'.''^r;j;«l-     ■  '-  Duck  Spring "   231 

Wnliam  (  .  Reed.  March  2;),   81 )  '       ^ 

Arthur  Sims.  Nov.  10.  1881 Sepulga "   233 

Samuel  H.  Stephens,  Dec.  23,  "81. . . .     Bowen *•   241 
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Noah  Whetstone,  Feb.  8-74  yearn .    .  ^  p„,,^  Vn  oia 

Crawford  D.  Downs,  Apr.  2(i-0l)  y's .  )  ^  ""*** i>o.  J44 

William  G.  Eusterling,  Jiin.  25 Aiuaud **  25<l 

William  N.  Barn.ird.  May  H (iayleHviUe **  256 

laham  Guttery,  Aug.  17 Ervin **  257 

Lewis  B.  Ogletree,  Jan-  2 Talladega *'  261 

Samuel  Acton,  Apr.  1  -  87  vears Highland **  262 

James  T.  Mnri>hree,  Jan.  2*1,  18HI Walnut  Grove "  2CA 

Hiram  Martin,  Aug.  17 Mount  Pleasant **  266 

Isaac  D.  Wann,  May  13 Northern **  278 

James  H.  Roberts,  Sept.  :M) Charles  Baskerville. . .  *•  281 

Asa  Middlebrooks,  Der.  22,  '81  -  (W  y's     Fort  Deposit **  2U1 

James  Griuu's,  Sep.  13 Jonesboro **  315 

Nevels  H.  Bridges Holly  Grove **  323 

William  N.  Crump,  Oct.  15    64  y's  3  m     Viola **  324 

John  O.   Bowers,  Mav  4 Madison  Station **  329 

David  Bvrd,  Sept.  'M)    (\H  years Oliver **  334 

Pinkney  T.   Bass,  Nov.  H  *-188l              )  Ge<.ririana  Davis 
George  Shehan,  Aug.  31) \  Ue<»rgiana  i^avis 

Calvin  B.  Alexander,  July  18 Echo 


John  Merrick,  Jan.  28 i  /a_„_i. 

Bennet  Whitman,  Feb.  3    4\)  years.  . .  f  ^^*^^^ 

William  J.  Dickson,  Sept.  2 Heaton 

William  P.  Keith,  Nov.  1881     58  years    Scottsboro 

Loverett   H.  Evans,  Nov.  6,  *81 /  ^  „u*«„ 

Simeon  Harbinwai,  Dec.  1880 (  ««"»^oii 

Benjamin  W\  Hudson,  Dee.  2(>,  '81 .  . .  /  i>„„„^iu,:ii« 
Beniamin  F.  McGaughy,  June  18.  ...  (  A^^i»»eii> »"e 

Welbum  T.  McCants,  Jan.  i— 76  ys.     Bell's  Landing 

Charles  B.  DuBose,  Oct.  13 Gainesville 

Levi  Garrison,  Nov.  12     7H  years.  .  .  .  )  j    i,    f^•. 

Richard  Goghagau,  Oct.  27.*. f  ^^^^  ^"^ 

Moses  Powell,  Sept.  15     72iyears.  . .  .     Robert  E.  Lee 

William  Broughton,  Dec.  3, ''81 /  ohi»t..>.AA 

Joab  Galleland,  Oct.  l\) )  unat^hee 

Isaac  F.  Hood Birmingham  Fraternal 

James  B.  Lee,  Mav  2(» Weathers 

James  Painter,  Nov.  23.  1881 Vallev  Head 

Wilson  Williams,  Aug.       Ol)elika 

Leonor  B.  Mc(  !rary,  March  —  Hartsell 

James  B.  Downing,  July  2'J Hanceville 

John  W.  Davidson,  Sept.  12 Helena 

Humphries  P.  Morgan,  Dec.  15,  '81     55  Oak  Level 

William  Payne,  June  — George  Smith 

Franklin  R.  Estes,  Nov.  17 Hilton 

Samuel  Mosely,  Oct.  14 Broom  town 

John  D.  Windsor,  July  28 AlbertviUe 
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IN  ^lEMORY  OF  ISAIAH  A.  WILSON,  P.  G.  M. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  WardenSy  and  Brethren,  of  the  Grand  Ijodgt 
of  AUiltania: 

The  duty  of  pajnng  a  proper  tribute  to  the  memory  of  one  whom 
"we  have  kno>«i  in  life,  with  whom  we  have  asHociated  on  terms  of 
friendly  intimacy  and  have  learned  to  love,  honor,  and  respect, 
while  a  8a<l  one,  is  yet  not  without  its  pleasure.  That  pleasure  must 
be,  it  is  true,  tinged  with,  and  mellowed  by  sorrow,  but  when  the 
subject  of  the  duty  is  the  commemoratiriu  of  the  \*irtues  and  manly 
qualities  of  such  a  man  and  Mason  as  our  departed  Brother,  Past 
Grand  Master  Isaiah  A.  Wilson,  we  cannot  but  feel  that  it  is  a  privi- 
lege to  be  chosen  to  give  utterance  to  the  grief  of  Masons  in  Alabama 
over  his  siid  and  untimely  end. 

Brt)ther  Wilson  wiis  \yorii  in  Talbot  County,  Georgia,  on  the day 

of , .     Having  completed  his  education  and  attained  his 

majority  shortly  before  the  war,  he  moved  to  what  was  then  Macon, 
but  is  now  Bullock  County,  of  this  State,  and  engaged  in  teaching 
school.  In  that  profession,  as  in  everything  else  he  undertook,  he 
was  zealous,  faithful,  and  thorough,  \%-inning  the  respect  of  his  pupils, 
and  the  contidence  and  esteem  of  his  patrons.  When  the  tirst  tocsin 
of  war  sounded,  Brother  Wilson  went  to  the  front  and  nobly  served 
his  country  through  all  the  hardships  and  gloom  of  that  terrible  strife. 
Some  few  years  after  the  war  we  first  find  his  name  among  the  rei)re- 
seiAatives  to  this  (irand  Body,  and  he  had  been  here  but  a  short  time 
when  his  ability,  earnestness,  and  devotion  to  the  principles  of  the 
fratemitv,  had  marked  him  as  a  leader  of  the  Craft.  In  1861*  he  waa 
elected  Junior  Grand  Warden,  and  in  1873  he  was  elected  to  till  the 
chair  in  the  East,  thus  within  a  few  short  years  after  his  intr<Hluction 
to  this  Body,  he  was  elevated  to  the  position  of  the  greatest  dignity 
and  highest  honor  within  the  gift  of  Masons.  An<l  w<;ll  did  his  con- 
duct while  in  the  chair  justify  the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  his 
Brethren.  As  a  presiding  officer  he  wjis  firm  but  courteous,  dignified 
but  gentle,  quick  and  ready  in  his  rulings,  but  accurate  and  impartial. 
The  high  powers  and  prerogatives  of  the  office  were  never  claimed  or 
exercised  except  for  the  advancement  of  Masonic  Wrtues,  and  the 
good  or  the  Craft.  His  decisions  on  questions  of  Masonic  law  are 
models  of  that  character,  force,  and  terseness  that  is  characteristio 
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of  a  mind  endowed  with  a  fine  common  sense  and  a  will  that  is  un- 
bending in  its  determination  to  do  right.  After  Brother  Wilson  had 
filled  the  East  for  the  term  limited  by  the  (Constitution,  he  nerer 
failed  to  be  a  regular  attendant  at  every  Ck)mmnnication  of  this  Grand 
Lodge  until  he  was  stricken  by  the  fell  disease  that  shattered  his  mind, 

and  on  the day  of  ,  1882,  ended  his  life  before  age  had 

frosted  his  locks,  and  while  he  should  have  been  according  to  all 
human  calculations  still  in  the  heyday  of  useful  life  and  manly  vigor. 
Brother  Wilson  to  the  last  took  the  liveliest  interest  in  Masonry.  Un- 
like many  the  fact  that  he  had  attained  the  highest  honors  that  could 
be  bestowed  upon  him  did  not  cause  him  to  forget  his  duties  as  a 
Mason  ;  he  was,  therefore,  a  regular  attendant  upon  his  Lodge  and 
never  cooled  in  his  devotion  to  Lodge  duties.  But  if  Brother  Wilson 
was  entitled  to  our  warmest  encomiums  as  a  Mason,  he  was  none 
the  less  entitled  to  them  in  the  other  phases  of  his  life. 

In  private  and  in  public  life,  around  the  domestic  circle,  and  in  his 
associations  with  his  neighbors  and  the  public,  his  example  was  one 
of  which  our  Order  may  well  feel  proud,  and  to  which  we  can  point 
as  worthy  of  aU  emulation.  A  devoted  and  loving  husband,  an  affec- 
tionate and  tender,  yet  firm  parent,  a  true  and  faithful  friend  ;  a 
public  spirited  and  patriotic  citizen,  his  home  was  a  charmed  circle, 
his  friends  were  numerous,  and  his  life  filled  with  instances  of  un- 
selfish efforts  to  further  the  interests  of  his  church,  his  neighbors, 
and  his  country.  As  a  token  of  our  appreciation  of  our  departed 
Brother,  as  a  man  and  a  Mason,  your  Committee  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resdvfdf  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons  of  Alabama,  That  this 
Grand  Lodge  has  heard  with  feelings  of  deepest  sorrow  of  the  sad 
death  of  our  Post  Grand  Master,  Isaiah  A.  Wilson,  and  while  bowing 
with  humble  submission  to  the  fiat  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Architect 
of  the  Universe,  we  cannot  but  deeply  regret  that  the  sad  summons 
came  for  one  whose  past  devotion  gave  so  much  promise  of  future 
usefulness  and  good,  while  he  was  yet  in  the  pride  and  vigor  of  a 
noble  manhood. 

Rtsdved,  That  in  the  death  of  Brother  Wilson,  Masonry  has  lost  one 
of  its  brightest  ornaments,  and  most  zealous  votaries,  his  associates 
an  unswerving  and  true  friend,  and  the  State  one  of  the  noblest  and 
most  useful  citizens. 

Resdveilf  That  to  his  family  in  their  irreparable  loss,  and  sad  be- 
reavement, this  Grand  Lodge  extends  the  sorrowing  sympathy  of  the 
Masons  of  Alabama,  and  claims  the  sad  privilege  of  mingling  its  tears 
with  theirs  over  the  grave  of  our  beloved  Brother  ;  and  upon  bended 

(11) 
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knees  will  commend  them  to  the  tender  mercies  of  that  God  who  is 

the  Father  of  the  Widow  and  the  Orphan,  and  who  forgets  not  to 

temper  the  wind  to  the  shorn  Iamb. 

Resolvedf  That  the  Grand  Secretary  be  instructed  to  furnish  a  copy 

of  these  resolutions  to  the  family  of  Brother  Wilson. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

H.  C.  TOMPKINS, 

H.  C.  ARMSTRONG, 

SAM  THOMPSON, 

December  6,  1882.  Committee. 


OLTVTER  S.  BEERS. 

7b    the  Most    J^orshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

Your  committee  to  whom  was  assigned  the  duty  of  preparing  a 
suitable  tribute  of  Respect  to  the  memory  of  our  late  Brother  Oliteb 
8.  Beebs,  beg  leave  to  report  that,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  in  his 
address  has,  so  feelingly,  and  so  fully  alluded  to  the  life  and  Masonic 
virtues  of  our  deceased  brother,  that  we  shall  content  ourselves  by 
submitting  the  following  : 

In  Memoriam. 

Brother  Oltveb  Stuboes  Beebs  was  bom  in  Augusta,  G^.,  on  the 
27th  day  of  January,  1819,  and  died  November  10th,  1882,  in  Colum- 
bus, Miss.,  where  he  had  recently  gone  on  a  business  errand. 

He  was  **  Initiated,  Passed,  and  Raised,"  in  Howard  Lodge  No.  69, 
at  Mobile,  Alabama,  February  1st,  23d,  and  March  lUh,  1848,  respec* 
tively,  where  he  remained  an  ocftuf ,  working  member  until  his  death — 
thirty-four  years  and  eight  months. 

During  his  long  Masonic  life  his  zeal  for  the  institution  of  Free* 
masonry  and  its  teachings  never  waned,  but  seemed  to  grow  stronger 
and  stronger  until  his  death.  Whether  as  Master,  in  which  capacity 
he  served  his  Lodge  many  years,  or  as  private  member,  his  energies 
were  always  employed  in  the  interest  of  his  Lodge,  and  the  welfare 
of  the  widow  and  the  orphan.  His  ear  was  never  closed  to  the  cry  of 
the  distressed,  nor  his  purse  to  the  appeals  of  the  needy.     Therefore— 

Resolvedf  That  in  the  death  of  brother  Oliver  Sturges  Beers,  this 

Grand  Lodge  has  lost  an  active  and  useful  member,  and  the  Masonic 

Fraternity,  a  beloved  and  honored  brother  and  friend  ;  and  that  a 

page  in  the  proceedings  of  this  Grand  Lodge  be  set  apart  to  his 

memory. 
Fraternally  submitted,  DANIEL  SMITH, 

Chairman. 
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The  Bpeeial  oommittee  on  the  death  of  Brother  T.  M.  Bbaoo  re« 
bpeotfnlly  submit  the  followmg  report : — 

THOMAS  MILES  BRAGG. 

In  Memobiam. 

Another  bright  luminary  has  been  extinguished  in  the  Lodge  Ter^ 
restial.  On  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  November,' 1882,  the  spirit  of 
Brother  Bragg,  responsive  to  the  summons  of  the  Supreme  Grand 
Master's  gavel,  was  borne  on  pinions  of  light  to  the  Lodge  Celestial* 
At  the  day  of  his  death  our  lamented  brother  was  eighty-eight  yeard 
and  eleven  months  old.  Calmly  and  peacefully,  and  surrounded  by 
the  loved  ones  at  home,  and  fully  aware  of  his  hastening  dissolutioni 
he  passed  away  without  one  murmur — without  one  groan.  So  true 
had  he  been  in  all  the  relations  of  life  ;  so  discreetly  had  he  passed 
through  things  temporal,  that,  when  the  hour  of  his  departure  came, 
he  was  possessed  of  no  fear  lest  he  should  lose  the  things  eternal. 

Born  in  Spartanburg  district,  South  Carolina,  December  28th,  1793, 
he  in  early  life  manifested  a  disposition  to  render  to  his  Maker  that 
homage  and  obedience  which  are  ever  due ;  he,  therefore,  was,  be- 
fore he  attained  his  majority,  baptised  and  admitted  to  fellowship  in 
New  Hope  Church,  Sept.,  1812. 

In  1815  began  Brother  Bragg's  Masonic  life.  He  was  initiated  an 
E.  A.  during  the  month  of  February  of  that  year  ;  passed  a  F.  C.  in 
March,  and  raised  to  the  S.  D.  M.  M.  in  April,  in  Spartanburg  Lodge 
No.  43,  A.  Y.  M.  In  1818  Brother  Bragg  affiliated  with  Union  Lodge 
No.  40,  in  Union  district,  S.  C. ,  was  elected  S.  W.  in  that  Lodge  in 
December  of  the  same  year,  and  was  elected  W.  M.  in  December, 
1820.  In  June  1824,  A.  I.  2354,  he  was  exalted  a  B.  A.  M.  in  Burning 
Bush  Chapter  No.  6,  Greenville,  S.  C. 

During  the  same  year 1824 under  the  Grand  Consistory 

I '.32.'.,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Ineffable  Degrees  at  Charleston,  8.  Ci 

Removed  to  Butler  county,  Alabama,  he  affiliated  with  Eureka 
Lodge  No.  64,  was  appointed  S.  W.  of  said  Lodge  at  Greenville  —  U. 
D.  —  in  1844,  and  was  elected  W.  M.  in  1845.  That  office  he  filled 
for  seventeen  years.  On  December  6th,  1848,  he  was  elected  J.  G.  W. 
of  the  G.  L.  of  Alabama,  and  served  three  years.  He  was  appointed 
King  of  Greenville  R.  A.  Chapter  No.  90,  U.  D.,  2396,  and  elected 
H.  P.  of  the  same  under  charter,  2397.  In  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ala- 
bama lie  filled  for  many  years  the  responsibile  position  of  chairman 
of  the  committee  on  Suspensions,  Expulsions,  and  Appeals,  with 
distinguished  ability  and  impartiality,  ever  enforcing  with  earnest- 
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ness  the  precepts  of  our  profeBsion,  while,  at  the  same  time,  oonspio^ 
nonsly  illustrating  those  sublime  tenets  in  his  own  life. 

The  character  of  our  depailed  brother  stands  out  in  bold  relief,  as 
an  embodiment  of  Temperance,  Fortitude,  Prudence,  and  Justice, 
coupled  with  the  true  nobility  of  manhood,  and  the  genuine  humility 
of  christian  grace.  Through  sixty-seven  Masonic  years  he  passed 
without  spot  or  blemish  on  his  record.  The  life  of  such  a  man  re- 
minds us  of  one  of  those  invaluable  beacon  lights  established  on  some 
inhospitable  shore  for  the  guidance  of  mariners  seeking  a  haven  of 
rest.  It  is  a  kind  of  moral  Eddystone.  Amid  the  storms  of  human 
experience  it  stands  tranquil  and  serene.  The  cutting  blasts  of 
hatred  riot,  rave,  and  roar  about  its  crests  ;  the  fierce  lightnings  of 
passion  assail  it  on  every  side  ;  the  huge  billows  of  envy  lash  them- 
s  elves  against  its  rocky  foundation,  and  yawn  to  swallow  it  up  ;  still 
it  stands  calm  and  bright,  and  sends  its  steady  gleam  out  upon  the 
troubled  waters  to  show  the  way  of  safety.  Such  a  man  must  be 
greatly  missed ;  but,  to  this  yoke  of  affliction  we  bow  the  neck  in 
humble  submission  to  a  fiat  of  Inscrutable  Wisdom,  and  plant  the 
ever  blooming  Sprig  of  Acacia  at  our  brother's  grave. 

For  the  satisfaction  of  the  curious  among  our  brethren,  a  memo- 
randum in  Brother  Bragg's  own  handwriting,  furnishing,  however, 
no  dates,  is  copied  in  this  report. 

COPT. 

**  As  well  as  I  can  recollect,  the  degrees  which  I  had  received,  were 
as  follows  :— Degrees  conferred  under  authority  of  Grand  Lodges — 
1»  Entered  Apprentice,— 2.  FeUow  Craft,— 3.  M.  M.  Under  R.  A. 
Chapter— I.  Mark  Master,— 2.  Past  Master,— 3.  Most  Excellent  Mas- 
ter,— 4.  Royal  Arch.  Under  Council  of  R.  &  8.  M. — 1.  Royal  Master, 
2.  Select  Master, — 3.  Super  Excellent  M.  Under  Supreme  Council 
of  33rd — 1.  Secret  Master, —  2.  Perfect  Master, — 3.  Intimate  Sec- 
retary,— 4.  Provost  and  Judge  of  Israel, — 5.  Intendent  of  the  Build- 
ing,— 6.  Elected  Knights  of  Nine, — 7.  Illustrious  Elected  of  Fifteen, 
8.  Sublime  Knights  Elected, — 9.  Grand  Master  Architect, — 10.  Knight 
of  the  Ninth  Arch, — 11.  Perfection.  In  Grand  Council  of  Princes  of 
Jerusalem— 1.  Knight  of  the  East, — 2.  Prince  of  Jerusalem.  In  Sov- 
ereign Gr.  Chapter  R.  X., — 1.  Knight  of  the  Eust  and  West, —2. 
Sovereign  Prince  R.  X.  de  H- V-D-M.  In  Sov.  Gr.  Consistorj*— 1. 
Grand  Pontiff,— 2.  Gr.  M.  of  all  Symbolic  Lodges, — 3.  Patriarch 
Noachite, — 4.  Prince  of  Libanus, — 5.  Chief  of  the  Tabernacle, — 6. 
Prince  of  the  Tabernacle,— 7.  Prince  of  Mercy, — 8.  Knight  of  the 
Brazen  Serpent, —9.  Commander  of  the  Temple, — 10.  Knight  of  the 
Sun,— 11.  Kt.  of  St.  Andrew,— 12.  K.-.-H..— 13..  Sublime  Prince  of 
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the  Royal  Secret.     (I  believe  tbiH  is  properly  the   14tb,  but  tbe  Gr. 
Inq.  Commander  I  bave  not  rec*d).     Then  follow  fourteen  honorary 
degrees,  all  at  tenting  tbin  noble  brother's  zeal  and  devotion. 
Fraternally  submitted. 

W.  Y.  TITCOMB, 
N.  STALLWORTH. 
W.  S.  FOSTER, 

Committee, 


SUSPENDED  FOR  NON-PAYMENT  OF  DUEa 


Helion  No.  1.— George  W.  Berry,  Benjamin  W.  Bussy,  Albert  R. 
Ernkine,  Alonzo  S.  Elliott,  ThoiuaH  H.  Hewlett,  George  M.  Harris, 
William  D.  Minton,  John  T.  Patteraon,  Churchill  G.  Spillman — 9. 

Rising  Vibtuk  No.  4.  —William  W.  Prude,  Harris  Norlieet— 2. 

MouLTON  No.  6. — Morgan  L.  Ussery — 1. 

Fabkab  No.  8.— W.  A.  Walker  Jr.,  Rufus  H.  Hagood,  Robert  A, 
Terrell— 3. 

GiLSAD  No.  9. — Elisha  L.  Tumbom,  John  Thomas  Wilson — 2. 

RoTAL  White  Habt  No.  10.— Calvin  W.  Fenn,  Louis  B.  Bosh, 
Council  Bush— 3. 

MoNTooMEBT  No.  11. — David  B.  Bryant,  Samuel  Dreyfus — 2. 

Athens  No.  16. — William  P.  Tanner,  Rodah  V.  Horton,  Benjamin 
M.  Sowell,  Andrew  J.  Johnson,  Franklin  Pepper,  Benjamin  L.  Al- 
len, Exum  B.  Brittle,  John  W.  Tillman,  John  W.  Johnson — 9. 

Saint  Albans  No.  22.— William  M.  Dials— 1. 

La  Fayette  No.  26. — Charles  A,  Sheldon  Jr. — 1. 

Selma  FBATEBNAii  No.  27. — Blackgrave  T.  Maxey,  Michael  J.  Niel, 
Benjamin  S.  Sitton,  Thomas  Williams— 4. 

Wetumpka  No.  39. — W^illiam  C.  Benton,  William  A.  Kidd,  Leonard 
F.  Townsend,  Roland  G.  Welsh— 4. 

Mobile  No.  40. — Charles  Hurley,  Douglas  Yass,  John  Collier — 3. 

Union  No.  50. — Samuel  F.  Boudurant,  Gilbert  S.  Nicholson,  Wil- 
Uam  L.  Pitts— 3. 

New  Market  No.  52. — Albert  G.  Johnson,  Humphrey  W.  Walker — ^2. 

Gbeenino  No.  53. — John  D.  Hyde,  John  W.  Wilson — 2. 

Tbot  No.  56. — James  H.  Jinright,  Urban  L.  Jones,  Lucius 
Reeves— 3. 

Benton  No.  59. — Henry  D.  Lewis,  John  J.  Steele,  John  J.  Walker^ 
Robert  B.  Hoody,  Thomas  G.  Traylor,  H.  W.  Edwards,  Miles  Hardy 
Sen.,  Thomas  J.  Ernest,  James  P.  Caffee,  John  A.  Howard,  William 
B.  Haynes— 11. 

Saint  Johns  No.  62.— Max  Wise,  Lyman  Wells,  Andrew  J.  Pittman, 
Robert  E.  Banyer,  James  R.  Dillard,  Thomas  H.  Mabson  Jr.,  Solomon 
P.  Thompson,  Algernon  A.  Mabson — 8. 
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EuBEKA  No.  64.— Solomon  D.   Betton,  Curtis  B.  Herbert,  William 
R.  Pearce — 3. 
Central  No.  70.— Marion  F.  Lolly— 1. 

Crozieb  No.  78. — James  M.  Busby  —1. 

Frei>onia  No.  79. — William  Allen,  John  Cumbey,  Elisha  Hutson, 
Marion  Smith,  John  Hogan — 5. 

Saint  Stephens  No.  81. — John  S.  Elliott — 1. 

Friendship  No.  83. — John  F.  McSpaddon,  Richard  L.  Woodward, 
Henry  W.  Avery,  Arthur  W.  Avery,  Charles  C.  Collin,  Thomas  J. 
Smitherman,  Milton  W.  Perry,  Edward  C.  Cleveland,  James  J. 
Rix— 9. 

Prattville  No.  89. — Edward  H.  Wingate— 1. 

Henry  No.  91.— Wesley  F.  Watford— 1. 

LozAHATCHEE  No.  97. — Benjamin  F.  Savage,  Eli  Frost,  Matthew  V. 
Ellis,  John  N.  Morrison,  John  J.  W^ilson,  John  L.  Hughes,  Robert 
Naugher,  John  Ray,  Pleasant  H.  Pharr,  James  W.  Davis,  William  H. 
Kirk-11. 

Salem  No.  99. — Taping  G.  Greene— 1. 

Hart^'ell  No.  101. — James  C.  Wilson,  Davis  A.  Long,  William  H. 
Grogan,  Louis  L.  Cody — 4. 

Shiloh  No.  105. — J.  Warren  Morgan— 1. 

Oak  Bo^yEBY  No.  108.— James  A.  Allen — 1. 

Forest  Hill  No.  110.— William  C.  P.  Huffman,  Robert  U,  Kirk— 2. 

Sylvan  No.  111. — Joseph  A.  Maharg— 1. 

Camp  Hill  No.  120. — Marion  L.  D.  Pitman — 1. 

Mortimer  Reeder  No.  126. — Whitfield  S.  Robinson,  Charles  H. 
Burks,  John  M.  Thomas,  Samuel  A.  Richardson— 4. 

Bolivar  No.  127. — James  Cox,  James  Russell,  Jeremiah  H.  J. 
Williams,  Josephus  F.  Graham,  Israel  P.  Russell,  Francis  M. 
Bassier,  William  U.  Jacoway,  James  L.  D.  Russell,  Thomas  Brown, 
Andrew  Horn,  James  B.  Arendale,  William  V.  Pankey — 12. 

Unity  No.  136. — Robert  J.  Doak,  William  J.  Hestle,  John  D.  Lind- 
sey — 3. 

Bethel  No.  141. — Richard  J.  Wood,  Noah  P.  Betison — 2. 

Burleson  No.  143.— William  W.  Gilbert -1. 

Daleville  No.  144. — Joel  S.  Miller — 1. 

Fraternity  No.  145. — Willis  A.  Green,  Julius  A.  Collins,  John  L. 
Bicknell,  Turner  R.  Bentley — 4. 

RoDOERSviLLE  No.  147. — Jamcs  Douglass,  William  H.  Grigsby,  Wil- 
liam E.  Harawav,  Archibald  D.  Rav — 4. 

Cold  Water  No.  148.— Benjamin  J.  Caffee,  Marion  Hogan,  Rich- 
mond C.  Caffee,  Wesley  Collins— 4. 

Mount  Jefferson  No.  152. — William  H.  Harrison — 1. 


APPENDIX.  171 

NiXBUBOH  No.  154. — David  L.  McAlester^  William  W.  Dillard — 2. 

Matsviixe  No.  168.— Kibble  T.  Daniel,  John  B.  Ferguson,  Thomas 
R.  Hall,  Galloway  Potts,  David  S.  Rossean — 5. 

Elba  No.  170.— Mason  C.  Kinsey,  Alvin  R.  May,  Joseph  E.  P. 
Bloumoy,  Asberry  Avant — 4. 

Fellowship  No.  172. — ^lark  L,  Wilkerson,  James  B.  Hodo,  Alexan- 
der G.  Richardson,  John  G.  Sloan,  George  T.  Kerr,  James  A.  Howell, 
James  D.  Lowe,  Hosea  H.  Lineberger,  Silas  M.  Bridges,  James  I. 
Paschal,  Thomas  G.  Osborn,  John  V.  Wood,  James  H.  Estes — 13. 

Andbew  Jackson  No.  173. — William  E.  Graves,  Horace  D.  Rast, 
Leopold  Adler,  Goleman  B.  Ferrell,  James  S.  Glaze,  Joseph  W. 
Powell,  George  H.  Todd,  Samuel  T.  Webster,  John  Gano  Winter, 
Henry  M.  Bush,  Frederick  S.  Ferguson — 11. 

Cataula  No.  186. — John  F.  Green,  James  H.  Hardin,  Joseph  P. 
Watson— 3. 

Cldttonville  No.  188. — Elisha  Folsom,  Edwin  Batchelor,  Ghristo- 
pher  G.  Stringfellow,  James  M.  Gox,  Thomas  J.  Fleming — 5. 

Bbush  Gbeek  No.  191. — James  T.  Wood — 1. 

Caledonll  No.  198. — Thomas  G.  Hawkins — 1. 

Kilioee  No.  199. — Wilbum  Flanigan — 1. 

Stlacauoa  No.  200. — Archa  S.  Stewart,  William  J.  Evans,  William 
F.  Burk,  William  Monroe— 4. 

Helicon  No.  201. — William  T.  Bedsole,  Thomas  G.  Jefcoat,  Isaac 
D.  Gollier,  Simon  G.  Stought — 4. 

Manning  Spring  No.  204. — Jesse  A.  Prince — 1. 

Alexandria  No.  208.— Elisha  V.  Weaver — 1. 

MAimwAT.T.  No.  209. — Andrew  J.  Baker,  James  W.  Hodges,  William 
F.  Chandler— 3. 

LiNEViLLE  No.  219. — David  H.  Borroughs,  Isaac  W.  Morgan, 
Charles  Davis— 3. 

James  Pbnn  No.  227. — Joel  R.  Hamee,  Levin  A.  Wright,  William 
H.  H.  Thurman,  John  M.  Bethune,  Richard  B.  Lingro,  George  W. 
Wright— 6. 

Duck  Spring  No.  231.— Daniel  M.  Reeve,  Francis  M.  Noogin,  Sam- 
uel Bums— 3. 

Sepxtloa  No.  233. — Josiah  A.  Hick — 1. 

Harpebsville  No.  235. — Allen  E.  McGraw,  Alonzo  M.  Jones,  Dil- 
lard Baldwin — 3. 

Dawson  No.  244.— William  Bryan,  Genigen  G.  Bush,  James  Nichols, 
Washington  P.  Bass,  John  A.  Langsdon,  James  B.  Hallford — 6. 

Amand  No.  250. — Green  Carwile — 1. 

Cakp  Gbeek  No.  251. — Jefferson  Gook,  John  W.  Tranum — 2. 

NoBTH  PoBT  No.  252. — Stephen  R.  Dardin,  William  A.  Liadsey — 2. 
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Robe  Hill  No.  253. — John  Howard— 1." 

Gaylksville  No.  256. —William  F.  Henderson,  Charles  M.  Bell, 
Ebenezer  Cunningham— 3. 

Belleville  No.  260.— Pinckney  Giddens— 1. 

Walnut  Grove  No.  264.— Jackson  A.  Nunnelly,  John  Foster,  Tap- 
ley  Murphree,  William  S.  Horton,  William  J.  Elrod,  Colombns  C. 
B3mum,  Joel  Morton — 7. 

BuTLEB  Spring  No.  270. — James  Monroe  Smith — 1. 

Pea  KrvEB  No.  271.— Henry  Anderson,  William  R.  Parker,  Isaac 
Smith— 3. 

Cluton  No.  272.— Warren  B.  Sheffield,  William  T.  Kimbrongh— 2. 

Northern  No.  278. — James  R.  Johnson,  James  L.  Ledbetter,  James 
C.  Scott,  Allison  Worley — 4. 

Waleeb  No.  286.— William  Cameron,  John  M.  C.  Wharton— 2. 

Clinton  No.  287. — Benjamin  S.  Bracewell — 1. 

Central  Citt  No.  305. — James  E.  Golson,  Isaac  A.  McMillan, 
Moody  H.  May,  John  M.  Reeder,  John  C.  Lemmons,  Samuel  J.  How- 
ard, William  A.  Seawell — 7. 

Holly  Grove  No.  323. — Henry  Robinson,  Scott  Peters,  Thomas  J. 
Robertson,  Edward  Robertson— 4. 

Viola  No.  324.— Franklin  M.  Bumum— 1. 

Nanafalia  No.  335. — Napoleon  Bates — 1. 

Johnson  No.  337. — Lorenzo  Dow  Carnes — 1. 

Georgian  A  Davis  No.  338.— William  W.  Pray  tor,  John  T.  Reed, 
Eddie  C.  Smith,  James  W.  Lindsey  Jr. — 4. 

Pikeville  No.  344. — William  C.  Burleson,  William  F.  Hamilton, 
William  A.  HaU— 3. 

Bienville  No.  348. — Edward  B.  Carroll — 1. 

Ozark  No.  349.— David  M.  Byrd,  Robert  J.  Dowling— 2. 

Wilson  Williams  No.  351.— Isaac  N.  Kinnett,  Steven  J.  Wall— 2. 

Van  Buren  No.  355.— Andrew  J.  Vann,  Andrew  W.  Dilbeck,  Mar- 
shall M.  Nicholson,  Aaron  N.  Lowry,  Isham  B.  Roberts,  G.  Stode  V. 
Heard,  Jerry  F.  Lumsden,  Thomas  F.  Weaver,  Amos  M.  Weaver,  Oli- 
ver L.  Hall— 10. 

Rutledge  No.  357. — William  A.  Finlay — 1. 

Barbour  No.  358.— David  M.  Day,  John  Y.  Summers,  John  T. 
Tubbs,  Thomas  J.  Pharris — 4. 

Scottsboro  No.  359.— William  H.  Dicus,  Virgil  Nicholson,  Matthew 
M.  Grantham,  Thomas  J.  Hollis — 4. 

Pleasant  Sfte  No.  364.— Isaac  J.  Rogers,  Redin  Bolton,  William 
R.  McMurray,  Thomas  J.  Redwin — 4. 

CoTACO  No.  366.— William  N.  Winfrey,  Andrew  J.  Loggins,  John 
L.  Cox— 3. 
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GHA)n>LEB  No.  367— Joseph  M.  Hooper— 1. 

Cboss  Plains  No.  368. —William  H.  McGinnis,  James  P.  Whitlock, 
Joshua  E.  Brook,  William  Henderson,  George  W.  Stewart,  Levi  R. 
Wragg,  John  E.  Clements— 7. 

Athblstan  No.  369.— Robert  J.  Lawrence  —1. 

Bell's  Landino  No.  373.— William  H.  Abemethy— 1. 

Gainesville  No.  375.— Benjamin  T.  Windham,  Caleb  Parker— 2. 

Lake  City  No.  377.  —  Angnstus  Hutchinson,  J D.  Bulger— 2* 

Weooufka  No.  378.— Thomas  J.  Bazemore,  Henry  J.  Taylor,  Mar- 
tin V.  Roberson,  Robert  H.  Cordle,  Stephen  R.  Coleman — 5. 

Ohatchee  No.  380. —Benjamin  Little,  Richard  H.  Griffin,  Augustus 
W.  Kirby,  WiUis  T.  Dickie -4. 

BiBMiNGHAM  Fbatebnal  No.  384.— John  C.  Morrow,  Presley  B.  Ar- 
nold, Anthony  B.  Ellison,  Joseph  F.  James,  Charles  E.  Slade,  James 
B.  Cooley,  Daniel  H.  Gravlee,  James  M.  Douthitt,  Richard  R.  Beas^ 
ley,  William  J.  Dunman,  David  J.  Brock,  John  Ellard — 12. 

Trihitt  No.  386.— George  G.  Roop— 1. 

Newbuboh  No.  388.— John  T.  Chenault,  Charles  P.  Banks,  William 
P.  Dickerson,  Aaron  Muri)hree,  William  H.  Russell,  Rusk  Hurst — 6. 

Vebnon  No.  389. — Isaac  W.  Sanders,  John  E.  Graves,  Benjamin  W. 
Scott,  James  T.  Collins,  Bluff ord  McDaniel,  Andrew  Monroe,  William 
H.  Brown,  James  McCtdlum,  Jesse  J.  Brown,  James  Harrison,  Edwin 
Barnes,  John  S.  Wofford,  Elishu  Robison— 13. 

Weathebs  No.  390.— Henry  B.  Terrell  -1. 

HicKOBT  Flat  No.  392. — Nathaniel  N.  Howell,  James  M.  Cottle, 
Reuben  C.  Harris  -  3. 

Falkville  No.  396. — William  B.  Sams,  Joseph  G.  Brown,  James  J. 
Dinsmore,  Simon  Birdson*:?,  (Jeorge  W.  Mayhall,  Volley  E.  Sims, 
Francis  M.  McCroskey,  William  H.  Reuneau,  George  W.  Green — 9. 

DoBic  No,  406.— Pinkney  P.  Cottle,  Thomas  J.  Daudie— 2. 

Helena  No.  410.— Charles  H.  Skelton  -1. 

Jemison  No.  411. — William  R.  Dawson,  Richard  H.  Gaines,  James 
M.  Latham— 3. 

Oak  Level  No.  415.-  Joseph  C.  Morris,  Amasa  M.  Palmer,  Alpheus 
A.  Hurst,  Hannibal  Allen,  Willifim  Lovell,  Bryant  B.  Seargeant— 6. 

Geobge  Smith  No.  417.— William  R.  Exum — 1. 

Cullman  Fbatebnal  No.  421. — William  J.  Dunn,  Adam  Dreher, 
Tillman  Powell,  Robert  H.  L.  Whorton---4. 
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REINSTATED. 


Hklion  No.  1.— Henry  N.  Btirford,  John  A.  Erwin,  James  Hamil-' 
ton,  William  H.  Jarvis,  Samuel  H.  Moore,  Benjamin  F.  Stines,  Jamee 
Ulio,  Virgil  Wilson,  James  B.  White— 9. 

MouLTON  No.  6. — Frank  L.  Creamer — 1. 

GiLEAD  No.  9— John  Wesley  Whitted,  John  G.  Williams,  Lewis  E. 
Crumbley,  Charles  A.  Spangenberg,  William  H.  H.  Hendriok,  Drewry 
Watson,  Gross  A.  Turner — 7. 

BoYAL  White  Habt  No.  10. — Hugh  H.  McGilvary,  McCnllum  Bell, 
John  H.  Rollins,  Simon  P.  Sanders,  James  F.  Walker — 5. 

MoNTOoMEBT  No.  11. — Samuel  Cellner,  William  Frazier,  Moses  L. 
Gerson — 3. 

Dale  No.  25. — Joseph  H.  Bonner,  John  Eades  Gullett,  Samuel  B. 
Woodson — 3. 

La  Fatettb  No.  26.— Charles  E.  Waller,  Charence  M.  Verdel— 2. 

Mobile  No;  40. — Garrett  Van  Antwerp— 1. 

LiviNosTox  No.  41.— Horace  B.  Leitch,  Thomas  Cobbs — 2. 

Habmony  No.  46.— Patrick  O'Byme,  Ephraim  F.  Hill— 2. 

Union  No.  50. — John  M.  Jeffina— 1. 

New  Makbet  No.  52. — John  W.  Summers — 1. 

Greening  No.  53.— William  Beard— 1 

Amity  No.  54. — John  Alley,  J.  McKee  Gould,  John  F.  Davis — 3. 

Tboy  No.  56.— Alfred  C.  Worthy— 1. 

ErREKA  No.  64.— WilUam  H.  Parker— 1. 

Liberty  No.  65. — WiUiam  T.  Jones — 1. 

Hampden  Sidney  No.  67. — Howell  C.  Bullock,  Alexis  R.  Dennison, 
Henry  C.  Ivey,  William  Martin,  William  Richardson,  Charles  P.  Spar- 
renberger,  John  Sparrenberger,  William  C.  Sager,  John  W.  Shelton, 
Nathaniel  Jefferies,  Thomas  Graves— 11. 

Holsey  No.  68 — William  Amos — 1. 

Tohopeka  No.  71— Andrew  J.  Mulican,  Alfred  Johnson — 2. 

Solomon  No.  74.— James  M.  Griffin,  Charles  Huckaby,  James  M. 
Newman,  George  H.  Block,  McClelland  Ratchford,  Jenie  Mitchell, 
William  W.  Towles,  James  O.  H.  Perry,  John  S.  Prather,  John  R. 
Burton,  William  H.  Denson,  Henry  T.  Harris  -12. 

CoKERviLLE  No.  75.— Johu  Wright  —1. 

Crozier  No.  78. — Josiah  W.  Whiteside,  Robert  P.  Dufreece,  Terrel 
Andrews,  William  G.  Norton — 4. 
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l:^CKABAtcHEE  No.  96.— William  W.  Padgett— U 

Salem  No.  99.— Thomas  E.  Atlu^  Jwwph  M.  Simms,  Abner  K.  Ta- 
tum,  Clark  Aldridge,  Harrison  Tate  —5. 

Habtwua  Ifo.  101.— Benjamin  W.  Mattison,  Joshua  Draper — 2. 

BlimoN  No.  103. — Robert  S.  Owens,  Abner  C.  Pool— 2. 

Good  Samabitan  No.  104.— Wyart  T.  Gilbert,  John  W.  McCowen, 
Aaron  Galmon,  Terrel  A.  Colley,  Freeman  W.  Smith,  Constan  M. 
Harris,  John  K.  McCoy — 7. 

Hebmon  No.  106. — James  Cockrell— 1. 

FoBEST  Hill  No.  110.— John  C.  Bonds — 1. 

Pebbtyille  No.  117.— Columbus  A.  Cosby — 1. 

Camp  TTti.t.  No.  120.— Henry  W.  Williamson,  John  W.  Flemming, 
William  W.  Jones— 3. 

Columbia  No.  135.— Alfred  McKay — 1. 

Bethel  No.  141. — Apacian  P.  Carruth,  James  M.  Herron — 2. 

Baldwd*  No.  142.— Robert  F.  Cruit,*  Gilbert  M.  Cruit,  Wallace  W. 
McMillan-3. 

BuBLEsoN  No.  143.— George  W.  Holt — 1. 

Monboetille  No.  153.— Jesse  A.  Eubanks- 1. 

Penick  No.  161. — Stephen  P.  Haynie— 1. 

Mount  Hope  No.  168. —Thomas  P.  Heughston — 1. 

Clopton  No.  171.— Robert  H.  Davis— 1. 

Fellowship  No.  172. — Claries  P.  Hansby,  Samuel  Dowdle,  JaokBon 
Hicks— 3. 

Tombiobee  No.  190. — Comer  B.  Jones^  John  W.  Ellis— 2. 

Hillabee  No.    197.— Andrew  J,  Reed — 1. 

Stlacauoa  No.  200— William  F.  Burk,  William  R.  Owings,  Sion  B. 
Glazener — 3. 

Helicon  No.  201. — William  M.  Thrower,  Ephraim  Drfvis— 2. 

Valley  No.  203.— William  H.  Gibson— 1. 

Alexandbia  No.  208.— John  U.  Willbanks,  Mathew  M.  Price— 2. 

Buildebs  No.  215. — Robert  N.  Johns,  Francis  Beckham— 2. 

Sam  Dixon  No.  218.— George  R.  Tracy— 1. 

Louisville  No.  225.— Daniel  D.  McDonald — 1. 

Santa  Fe  No.  226.— Lafayette  McVoy,  Thomas  P.  Kelly— 2. 

James  Pknn  No.  227.— Hilliard  Jowers— 1. 

Bexar  No.  230.— Winston  Stedman— 1. 

Duck  Spbino  No.  231.  Jeremiah  Roden,  James  Roden— 2. 

Sepuloa  No.  233.— Liddle  S.  Black -1. 

Ik)WEN,  No.  241. — Samuel  H.  Stephens — 1. 

Dawson  No.  244.— Henry  C.  Smith— 1. 

HabbisonNo.  246. — Edward  L.  Rhoads,  William  H.  Stevens,  Thomas 
J.  Login,  James  M.  Gibson — 4. 
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Quitman  No.  254. — Bailey  D.  Carpenter — 1. 

Talladega  No.  261. — Charles  Pelham — 1. 

Highland  No.  262. — Simeon  Pledger,  Maiden  Roy— 2. 

Walnut  Gbove  No.  264.— Jackson  T.  Thompson,  Jesse  S.  Bobinson, 
Jeremiah  Gregory,  Marcos  L.  Ferguson — 4. 

Meridian  No.  265.— Jacob  W.  Battle,  John  Fisk,  John  G.  Giles, 
William  D.  Humphrey,  Wilham  T.  Johnson,  Orin  Morrison— 6. 

Pea  Biveb  No.  271. — Hampton  L.  Hudson— 1. 

Frankfort  No.  275.— Edward  A.  Vinson,  William  Sparks— 2. 
"Clinton  No.  287.— Burrell  PhiUips— 1 

Fort  Deposit,  No.  291.— Cyrus  A  Greene,  Lemuel  A.  Colier,  Wil- 
liam H.  Cheatham,  Tilman  G.  Hinson,  Josiah  Cates — 5. 

NoRRis  No.  301. — Benjamin  F.  Travis,  Louis  G.  Adams — 2. 

Central  City  No.  305. — Samuel  W.  John — 1. 

Holly  Grove  No.  323.— Walker  Mathews,  James  W\  Cambron, 
Benjamin  B.  Tony,  William  GAen — 4. 

Madlson  Station  No.  329. — John  R.  Slaughter,  James  M.  Bailey, 
John  G.  Bowers,  Arthur  H.  Lewis — 4. 

Charity  No.  331. — Henry  Burk — 1. 

Johnson  No.  337. — Levi  L.  Daniels,  Adam  A.  Benbow — 2. 

Georgiana   Davis  No.  338. — John  W.  Bass— 1. 

Clear  Creek  No.  340.— Andrew  J.  Taylor,  Marion  F.  Revia,  Paul 
Ingle— 3. 

Pikeville  No.  344.— Robert  D.  Bolen — 1. 

Echo  No.  345. — Jehu  Evans — 1. 

Van  Buren  No.  355.— Lemuel  B.  Lavins— 1, 

Rutledge  No.  357. — James  D.  Cook,  George  W.  Thagard,  Marion 
T.  Mathews.— 3. 

Barbour  No.  358. — Newton  B.  Cross— 1. 

ScoTTSBORO  No.  359.— BeutoD  C.  Horton— 1. 

Pleasant  Site  No.  364.— Elijah  P.  Grant— 1. 

RrssELLViLLE  No.  371. — William  A.  Tike — 1. 

Bell's  Landing  No.  373. — William  DaWs  Brown — 1. 

Lake  City  No.  377. — James  Cro.sby — 1. 

Robert  E.  Lee  No.  379.— Daniel  Kyser — 1. 

Birmingham  Fraternal  No.  384. — James  M.  Ware — 1. 

Weathers  No.  390. — Larkin  W.  H.  Walker— 1. 

North  Border  No.  391. — Jerome  W.  Westmoreland,  Simeon  Corder, 
Samuel  M.  Ragle,  James  P.  Ragle,  James  R.  Sandlin,  James  B.  Cox, 
Albert  M.  Brfx>ks,  Benjamin  F.  Gray— 8. 

Valley  Head  No.  394.— David  Long,  Wiley  J.  Day,  Samuel  Mc- 
Spadden,  John  P.  Thomas,  James  R.  Baker — 5. 
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SUSPENDED  FOR  UNMASONIO  CONDUCT. 


John  B.  Gamble,  Apr.  8 Solomon No.    74 

»?,V«i  F.  Shuford,  Apr.  10 IfiartweU 

Miller  Hawkins,  Aug.  2 j  xxcmvttc** 

William  R.  Kirkland  Jr.,  April  1 Columbia 

William  N.  Weems,  Jan.  10 Mount  Hope 

R.  A.  MasRev,  May  12 Landmark 

James  R.  Kilgore York 

James  N.  Burlason,  Nov.  4 Pleasant  Hill 

Benjamin  Vi.  Terry,  Feb. Nanafalia 

William  J.  Ward,  Aug. Echo 

Richard  8.  Perkins,  June  11 Rutledge 

Histaspes  Stewart ) 

Nathan  E.  Tervil V  Hartsell 

William  H.  Oden I 

Hugh  O.  McAlister Pondtown 

Samuel  J.  Huey,  Aug.  18 George  Smith 

John  F.  Thomason,  Jan.  21 Cullman  Fraternal 


EXPELLED. 


101 

135 
168 
187 
211 
321 
335 
345 
367 

398 

409 
417 
421 


John  N.  Aldridge Moulton No.  6 

Charles  Lovelady Selma  Fraternal "  27 

James  T.  Fulks*  Aug.  5 Rodgersville **  147 

Howell  L.  Peebles,  Oct.  26 Aberfoil "  181 

Joseph  C.  Nix,  Dec.  8,  1881 )  j>^^^^  «  24^ 

John  Eggler,  Dec.  8,  1881 f  ^^^^^ ^^ 

William  McGongh.  Aug.  26 Ervin "  257 

Robert  E.  Tidwell,  Apr.  8 Viola "  324 

Thomas  J.  Holtam,  Nov.  16 Birmingham  Fraternal  "  384 

Azariah  C.  Ward,  ^lay  20 Jemison **  411 

Alfred  L.  Brooks,  Oct.  27 Hilton "  419 
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LODGES  DELINQUENT  IN  1882. 


FOB  NON-BEPBESENTATION. 


Helion No.      1  < 

Rising  Virtue **       4] 

Macon **       7 

George  Washington **     24 

Washington "     36 

Leighton **     43 

Mount  Moriah "     55 

Holsey •*     68 

Central "     70 

Aubum "     76 

Fredonia **     79; 

Saint  Stephens "     81 

Sawyer **     93 

Danville **     95 

Salem **     99 

Good  Samaritan **   104 

Forrest  Hill **   110 

Herndon "  125 

Geneva "    129 

DaleWlle **   144 

Missouri **   146 

Rodgersville **   147 

Monroeville **   153  ' 

Eastaboga **  155 

Mount  HiUiard "   180 

Caledonia "   198 

Valley "   203 

Pettusville "   207 

York "   211 

Putnam *'   212 

Lineville "   219 

Tensaw "   221 

Western  Star **   222 

Santa  Fe **   226 

Dallas **   228 

Gadsden **   236 

John  Payne "   245 

Lawrence **   248 


Gavlesville No.  256 

Meridian **  265 

Mount  Pleasant "  266 

CUfton "  272 

Larkinsville **  277 

Springville **  280 

Daviston **  283 

Gillespie "  290 

Blue  Eye "  332 

Oliver "  334 

Nanafalia *<  335 

Albert  Pike "   339 

Pikeville "344 

Sipsey "  350 

Rock  Mills "   353 

Newtonville **   360 

Town  Creek "  361 

Chester "  363 

Pleasant  Site **  364 

Cotaco "   366 

Chandler «*  :i67 

RnssellWUe "  371 

Ben  Pope **  383 

Trinity **  386 

Hickory  Flat **  392 

Valley  Head "  394 

Black   Oak **  397 

Green  Hill **  402 

Childersburg "   403 

North  River **  407 

Hillsboro •*  408 

Pondtown "  409 

High  Shoals *»  413 

Sulphur   Spring *«  414 

Williamsburg **  416 

Short orville **  422 

Daniel   Pratt ««  426 

Steel's  Station •«  432 
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FOB  NON-PAYMENT  OF    DUES. 


m No. 

lington ** 

hton " 

DtMoriah ** 

im ** 

ret ** 

dUe ** 

I  Samaritan ** 

Btffill '* 

idon ** 

3va ** 

ouri ** 

iboga ** 

ttt  Billiard ** 

.am 

18 

,  Payne 

•ence " 

Qt  Pleasant ** 

insville ** 

igviUe 

ston 


7 

24 

43 

55 

76 

93 

95 

104 

110 

125 

129 

146 

155 

180 

212 

228 

245 

248 

266 

277 

280 

283 


339 
344 
350 


Gillespie No.  290 

Albert  Pike.^ **  "" 

Pikeville ** 

Sipsev ** 

Rock'MUls **  353 

Newtonville "  360 

To^v-n  Creek "  361 

Chester **  363 

Pleasant  Site "  364 

Cotaco **  366 

Ben  Pope *  383 

Valley  Head "  394 

Black  Oak **  " 

Green  Hill '* 

North  River ** 

Hillsboro " 

High  Shoals 

Sulphur  Spring 

Williamsburg "  416 

Daniel  Pratt "  426 

Steel's  Station "  432 


397 
402 
407 
408 
413 
414 


)n 

bton 

irn 

•  er 

riUe.: 

idon 

jva 

ouri 

boga 

QtHilliard " 

lam ** 

18 

t  Payne 

rence 

insville ** 

agville 


FOB   NOT  MAKING  BETUBNS. 

No.      7  I  Daviston No.  283 


<( 


(( 


(( 


n 


(( 


(( 


(( 


(( 


(( 


(( 


(( 


43 

76 

93 

95 

125 

129 

146 

155 

180 

212 

228 

245 

248 

277 

280 


<( 


Gillespie 

Albert  Pike " 

Sipsey " 

Rock  Mills " 

Newtonville ** 

Town  Creek ** 

Chester ** 

Bon  Pope " 

Black  Oak •* 

Green  Hill " 

North  River " 

High  Shoals " 

Williamsburg *' 

Daniel  Pratt " 

Steel's  Station " 


290 
339 
350 
353 
360 
361 
363 
383 
397 
402 
407 
413 
416 
426 
432 


ey... 
onia. 
jtaw. 
ina. ! 
loke. 


CHARTERS  FORFEITED  IN   1882. 


No. 


68 
79 
107 
123 
132 
175 
)toville **   178 


Tallassee No.  237 

Cropwell "  247 

Randolph "  258 

Richmond "  282 

Zion "  304 

Munford "  385 


Temple. 


(< 


425 
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Uarengo No.    SSIWalkn 

BladoD  Spring "   ISll  Van  Bnfen.. 


Nnmbera  2,  3,  6,  12,  13,  14.  15.  17,  18.  19.  20.  31,  23,  30,  32.  33,  M, 
35,  37,  38,  42,  45,  *7,  48,  58,  60,  66,  68.  73.  77,  79.  85,  86,  87,  M, 
W,  100,  107.  109.  112,  113,  114,  115,  116,  118,  13t,  132,  133,  128. 
130,  133,  137,  138,  139,  149,  150.  156,  157.  159,  160,  162,  164,  16S, 
1G7,  169,  174,  175.  177,  178,  179.  182.  183,  184,  194.  195,  196,  202, 
205,  206,  210,  213,  214,  216,  217,  220,  229,  232,  234.  237,  239,  240, 
247,  249,  255,  258,  359,  263,  268,  269.  273,  274,  276,  279,  282,  384, 
288,  389,  304,  308,  316,  317,  318,  322,  325,  336,  327,  328,  333,  336, 
343,  343,  347,  352,  362,  370,  372,  374,  382,  385,  387,  393,  401,  105, 
*18,  435,  427,  431.— Total— 137. 


APPENDIX.  181 


RECAPITULATION. 


Lodges  that  were  represented 199 

Lodges  represented  by  Masters  or  other  officers 146 

Lodges  represented  by  Proxies 53 

Bepresentatives  that  were  present 243 

Members  reported  at  this  Grand  Communication 7,251 

Estimate  of  members  not  reported 754  8,005 

Dues  received  at  this  Grand  Communication $3,693.00 

Lodges  that  made  Hetums 247 

Lodges  that  made  no  Betums 32 

Lodges  that  paid  their  Dues 234 

Lodges  that  have  not  paid  their  Dues 40 

Lodges  under  Dispensation — not  owing  Dues 3 

Charters  forfeited  in  1882 14 

Lodges  reinstated  in  1882 6 

WoBS  OF  THE  Yeab  1882. 

Number  Liitiated 346 

Number  Passed 336 

Number  Baised 329 

Number  Affiliated 240 

Number  Bejected 71 

Number  Dimitted 320 

Number  that  Died 142 

Number  Suspended  for  Unmasonic  Conduct 17 

Number  Expelled 11 

Number  Suspended  for  Non-payment  of  Dues 401 

Number  Beinstated 208 


182 


APPENDIX. 


o 


APPENDIX. 


183 


C    fl    C  — «M 


II 


>>A 


llsil|?3S&|l|l||lf5^s|^lll3l|:lll5s^ 

»}-^^a&coaQ  11 00  OP  fa  »«4  c<  «».-<  oB  w  a  ^  ?<  _g«  cCeoe*-^  wri  en  oo  *.?*.?* «  «  c^coH 


•3    t 

Td  "O  4*  T3  "4 

95(293 


c*^^e*i-i 


184 


APPENDIX. 


C 
O 
O 

O 


H 

»— I 

C 


^"^ll  Its  11^  1-5'^ 


^  ff  c  3  3  »«  s  _,  s  — 


I     1^ 


o  q  o  »-25  *a  5  < 


S-fl'CSO'^>»Ssi-;3ig:5ss 


'  M 

1  >  ' 
.;  « 


OS 


3 


5 


a  o 
3-3 


3 

-*o 

o  a 


■  i) 

•  3 
.< 

•  O 


-  «  V  -  ** 


"*    X    "*  .—  •*"    I. 


S3 


o 


o 

K 

it 

*^  '■^ 


f 


3*>    ■>=;      *2a    ' 


II 


•22 


3 
i  el 


II 

is 


X 


o 


APPENDIX. 


185 


Jssg 

oSxS 


186 


APPENDIX. 


C 
Q 
O 
h^ 

P^ 

C 


X 

C 


o 

■< 

IS 

ii  o 
!    o 


^ 

JS 


8 


^  .1  ?i  cs  X  ?i  i-ig  X  X  -H^x  .^ic^jFf  c«  ?« ■>♦  a!  X  ■«»•  r<  —  ^  «c««  wes'^^l-^ciwe* 


S25g 
«  s  3 

5lfe 


1^ 

P.- 


M  mm 


^  ^ 


2§fl  =  2 


=^62-..-!^ 


fl  s 


•  t; 


:---s 


O   H 
^  r' 


^  X 


1?-^ 

1^  3 -T  W  Hs  3  o  i-f  X 


s 


M       *  — 


^  t»  t:        •  33  — 


"  £  5  - 

.  o    .S 


u 

Is? 

o 


>. 


9!   > 


S  ®  *  i 
■-sxfix 


*  ^  k 

^  mm  mm 

•   •  ^  3 


fi5 


^0 


g4g4l 


APPENDIX. 


18' 


J  88 


APPENDIX. 


335l25S33SSi§§i 


APPENDIX.  180 

MEMOBANDA. 

toSPRESENTATTVES  OF  OTHER  GRAND  LODGES  NEAR  THE 

GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA. 
William  Dwioht  WADswonTH^/on/f/'miPry Arkansas. 


Brazil. 


Stephen  H.  Beaslet MonUjomery British  Colnmbia. 

Geobge  F.  Mgore Montgomery Canada. 

Robert  D.  Webb,  M.  D Livingstoa District  of  Columbia. 

England. 

David  Clopton Montgomery Florida. 

Joseph  H.  Johnson,  M.  D.  . .  Talladega Georgia. 

John  Gideon  Habbis Livingston Idaho. 

Daniel  Saybe Montgomery Illinois. 

Henby  Clay  Abmstbono  ....  Montgomery Indian  Territory. 

Peleo  Bbown • Mobile Indiana. 

Daniel  Saybe Montgomery Iowa. 

William  A.  O'Haba,  M.  D.  . .  Ilarpersville Ireland. 

John  J.  Delchamps Mobile Italy. 

Kansas. 

Daniel  Saybe Montgomery Kentucky. 

David  Clopton Monigomery Louisiana. 

James  B.  Luckie,  M.  D Binnbujham Maine. 

Joel  White Montgomery Maryland. 

Palmeb  J.  Pillans Mtjbile Michigan. 

Minnesota. 

Mississippi. 

Daniel  Saybe Montgomery Missouri. 

Palmeb  J.  Pillans Mobile Nebraska. 

Palmeb  J.  Pillans Mobile New  Mexico. 

New  Jersey. 

Henby  Clay  Tompkins Montgomery New  York. 

Geoboe  D.  Nobbis,  M.  D Xem  Market North  Carolina. 

Daniel  Saybe Montgomery Nova  Scotia. 

Daniel  Saybe Montgomery Oregon. 

Pennsylvania. 

Geoboe  P.  Harbison  Jr Opelika Prince  Edward  Island. 

HoBATio  C.  Grayson Choctaw  Comer. . .  .Rhode  Island. 

Geoboe  D.  Nobbis Xeio  Market Tennessee. 

Nathaniel  D.  Cboss Selm/i Texas 

Daniel  Smith Mobile Vermont. 

West  Virginia. 

Daniel  Smith Mobile Wisconsin. 

(13) 
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MEMOBANDA. 

REPRESENTAXrVTES  OF  THE  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA 

NEAR  OTHER  GRAND  LODGES. 

Elbebt  H.  English Little  Rwk Arkansas. 

Pedbo  Antonio  Gomez liuj  Janeiro Brazil. 

Sami'el  B.  Harman Torfmio Canada. 

Alexaxdeb  Axfbed  Gbeen.  .  Victoria British  Columbia, 

Phillip  H.  Hooe WashitujUm District  of  Columbia. 

Bbackstone   Bakeb Limdon England. 

George  F.  Baltzell Mariaim Florida. 

William  A.  Love,  M.  D AtlarJ/t Georgia. 

Charles  P,  Bilderback Boiae   City Idaho. 

James  A.  Hat^xet Dijenn Illinois. 

James  S.  Murrow Atoka Indian  Territory. 

Martin  H.  Rice Indianaj^nlis Indiana. 

OziAB  P.    Waters Mkmratine Iowa. 

Fbancis   QriNN Dublin Ireland.* 

Thomas  J.  Anderson T(/peha Kansas. 

Charles  Tilden lymisviUe Kentucky. 

Samuel  M.  Todd Xew  Orhans Louisiana. 

Josiah  H.    Drummond Portland Maine. 

William  M.  Isaac Bfjtfimore Maryland. 

Arthur  M.  Clark Lrxiinjton Michigan. 

Richard  A.  Jones Jittrh^ster Minnesota. 

Frank  Burkitt Okf)lona Mississippi. 

James  E.  Cadle ChiUicothe Missouri. 

James  W.  Chadduck Xihraska  City  ....  Nebraska. 

William  Silas  Whitehead.  .  Xeir4irk New  Jersey. 

David  J.  MnxEB Santa  Fe New  Mexico. 

•  Daniel  T.  Walden Xt-tc  York New  York. 

Donald  W.  Bain Halfl,jh North  Carolina. 

Nova  Scotia. 

James  R.  Bailey (fn'iyUlis Oregon. 

Richard  Vaui Philadelphia Pennsylvania. 

Donald  Darrach Kensin'jttm Prince  Edward  Island. 

Dwioht  R.  Adams OntreriUe Rhode  Island. 

William  T.  Randle Xashvilk Tennessee. 

Henry  M.  Smith Rut  land Vermont. 

Edward  M.  Lacki*\nd ("harhshtt^n West  Virginia. 

Joseph  Hamilton Miltcaukec Wisconsin. 


•No.  1  Mount  Street,  Crescent. 
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GBAND  SECRETAEIES  AND  THEIR  ADDRESS.  - 


0.  Alabama Daniel  Sayre Montgomery. 

1.  Arkansas Fay  Hompstoad Little  Rock. 

2.  California Alexander  Gurdon  Abell San  Francisco. 

3.  Colorado E<lward  C.  Parmelee Georgetown. 

4.  Ccmncctieut Joseph  K.  Wheeler Hartford. 

5.  Delaware William  S.  Hayes Wilmington. 

6.  District  of  Columbia. William  Reynolds  Singleton. Washington. 

7.  Florida DeWitt  Clinton  Dawkins Jacksonville. 

8.  Georgia James  Emmctt  Blackshear.  .Macon 

9.  Illinois Loyal  L.  ISIunn Froeport 

10.  Indiami William  H.  Smythe Indiamipolis. 

11.  Iowa Theodore  Sutton  Parvin Iowa  City. 

12.  Kansas John  Henry  Brown Wyandotte. 

13.  Kentucky Hiram  Hassett Louisville. 

14.  Louisiana James  ('uuingham  BatchelorNew  Orleans. 

15.  Maine Ira  Berry Portland. 

16.  Maryland Jacob  H.  Medairy Baltimore. 

17.  Massachusetts S^reno  D.  Nickerson Bi^ston. 

18.  Michigan William  Power  Innes Detroit. 

19.  Minnesota Azjiriah  T.  C.  Pierson Saint  Paul. 

20.  Mississippi John  Logan  Power Jackson. 

21.  Missouri John  I).  Vineil Saint  Louis. 

22.  Nebraska William  Robert  Bowen Omaha. 

23.  Nevada John  Hammond Carson. 

24.  N(iw  Hampshire (ieorge  Perley  Cleaves Concord. 

25.  New  Jersey Joseph  Howell  Hough Trenton. 

26.  New  York Edward  M.  L.  Ehlors Now  York. 

27.  North  Carolina Donald  W.  Bain Raleigh. 

28.  Ohio John  Day  Caldwell Cincinnati. 

29.  Oregon Frolon  J.  Babcock Salem. 

30.  Pennsylvania Michael  Nisbet Philadelphia. 

31.  Rhivle  Island E<lwin  Baker Providence. 

32.  South  Carolina Charles  Inglesby Charleston. 

33.  Tennessee John  Frizzell Nashville. 

34.  Texas George  H.  Bringhurst HousUjn. 
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35.  Vermont William  H.  Root Burlington. 

36.  Virginia William  Bryan  Isaacs Richmond. 

37.  West  Virginia Odell  Squier  Long Wheeling. 

38.  Wisconsin John  Wesley  WoodhuU Milwaukee. 

39.  Dakota Charles  T.  McCoy Bon  Homme. 

40.  Idaho James  H.  Wickersham Silver  City. 

41.  Montana Cornelius  Hedges Helena. 

42.  New  Mexico David  J.  Miller Santa  Fe. 

43.  Utah Christopher  Diehl Salt  Lake  City. 

44.  Washington Thomas  Milbume  Reed Olympia. 

45.  Wyoming John  H.  Symons Laramie  City. 

46.  Arizona George  James  Roskruge ....  Tucson. 

47.  Indian   Territory . . .  .James  S.  Murrow Atoka. 

48.  Canada John  J.  Mason Hamilton,  Ont. 

49.  New  Brunswick Edwin  J.  Wet  more Saint  John. 

50.  Nova  Scotia George  T.  Smithers Halifax. 

51.  Quebec John  Helder  Isaacson Montreal 

52.  British  Columbia ....  Edward  Crow  Baker Laurel  Point. 

53.  ^Manitoba Herbert  Du  Pri  LeCappellainWinnipeg. 

54.  Prince  Edward  Isl'nd.  George  W.  Wakeford Charlottetown. 

55.  England Shad  well  Henry  Clerke London. 

56.  Ireland Samuel  B.  Oldham,  Dep Dublin. 

57.  Scotland David  Murray  Lyon Edinburgh. 

58.  Brazil, Alexander  F.  De.\jnaral Rio  Janeiro. 

59.  Chili Jose  Maldonado Valparaiso. 

60.  Peru J.Arturio  Ego-Aguirre,  M.D.Lima. 

61.  Spain Francisco  Conde Salud  6,  Madrid 

(  Budapest,  Wait- 

62.  Hongrie Henri  Iby  3^ J   ner  Boulevard 

( No.  45. 

63.  New  South  Wales Nicholas  Weekes Sidney,  Austla. 

64.  Preussen Boucbe Berlin. 

65.  Schweden CarlLudvigHenn'gThulstrup  Stockholm. 

66.  Cuba Sr.  D.  Aurelio  Almeida 114    MiUirique. 

67.  Venezuela Ambrosei  Rodriguez Caracas. 


GENERAL  INDEX. 


REPORTS  ON. 

On  Work 17, 18,  23 

"    Suspensions,  Expnlsions,  and  Appeals 22,  23 

**    Grand  Master's  Annual  Address 24 

"    Chartered  Lodges  No.    1.    From     1  to   50 26,27 

"  "  "       •*     2.       •*       51  to   90 25 

"  "  •*       "     3.       **        91  to  135 31 

"  "  "       "     4.       '**     136  to  180 35,36 

"       ■     "  "       **     5.       *•      181  to  220 27,28 

«•  "  "        "      6.       "      221  to  265 26 

"  "  "        "      7.       *•      266  to  330 30 

"  "  "        **     8.       **      331  to  370 36,37 

"  "  "        "     9.       "      371  to  405 29 

"  '•  **        "    10.       "      406  to  out 33,34 

"    Bilbro's  Resolutions 38 

"    Propositions  and  Grievances 41 

"    Doings  of  Grand  Officers 40 

"    Dispensations 41,  42 

"    Foreign  Correspondence 38 

"    Arizona i 38 

"    Finance 38 

**    Masonic  Jurisprudence 43 

"    Amand  Lodge  No.  250 23 

**    By-Laws 35 

"    Dispensations  No.  1 42 

"  «  ««    2 41 

"    Leave  of  Absence 45 

REPORTS  BY. 

Committee  on  Work 17,  18,  23 

James  M.  Brundidge 17 

William  Y.  Titcomb 22 

Myles  J.  Greene 18,  23 
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REPORTS. 

Joseph  H.  Johnson 23,  24,  43 

Edward  N.  Kring 24,  25 

James  A.  Bilbro 25,  26 

William  J.  Roberts 26,  27 

William  C.  Cousins 27,  28 

Thomas  P.  Whitby 28,  29 

Isaac  C.  Hall 30 

Amasa  L.  Palmer 31 

William  B.  Jackson 33,  34 

Samuel  H.  Glover 35 

Robert  L.  Hallonquist 35,  36 

Matthew  D.  ThomtLson 36,  37 

Palmer  J.  Pillans 38 

Daniel  Smith 38 

Henry  Clay  Tompkins 40 

Louis  W.  Turjjin , 40 

Rtilph  T.  Armstrong 41 

Thaddeus  C.  Wilbngham 41 

James  Scarborough 42 

William  S.  Foster 45 

Grand  Officers — Grand  Treasurer  and  Secretary 20 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Concerning  Opeliku  No.  195 17 

**  Hurtville  No.  :^G 21 

**  Lottchapoka  No.  133 21 

**      .      Central  City  No.  305 40 

**  Helion  No.  1 42,  43 

**  Myles  J.  Greene 23 

"  Masonic  Home  and  College 32,  39 

"  Reinstating  Lodges 34 

"  Hiram  No.  42 34 

**  Ashland  Lodge  No.  356 43 

**  Arizona,  Grand  Lodge  of 38 

Branchville  No.  433 43 

RESOLUTIONS. 

By  George  P.  Hjirrison  Jr 17 

•'  Charles  D.  Hurt 21 

**  Mvles  J.  Greene 21 
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RESOLUTIONS. 

By  WiUiam  T.  Atkins 23 

"  James  A.  Bilbro. 31,  32 

"  Grand  Secretary 34,  43 

"  Henry  F.  Montgomery 34 

**  Thomas  H.  Amberson 42 

"  Thomas  J.  Taylor 43 

COMMITTEES. 

On  Opelika  No.  105 17 

Begular  Standing  Committees 18,  19,  20 

Special  Committees 16,  17,  32,  39 

On  (Trand  Mast<»r's  Address 9 

On  Masonic  Home  and  College 32,  39 

On  Bilbro's  Resolutions 39 

ELECTION. 

Of  Grand  Officers 44 

APPOINTMENT. 

Of  Grand  Officers 45,  46 

INSTALLATION. 

Of  Grand  Officers 45 

LODGES  REINSTATED. 

Van  Buren  No.  355 17 

Walker  No.  28ti 17 

Loachapoka  No.  133 21 

Hiram  No.  42 34 

Ashland  No.  356 42 

Lodges  working  under  Dispensations 34 

MOTIONS. 

By  Henry  Clay  Armstrong 17 

**  Solomon  Palmer 17 

*'  James  M.  Brundidge 17 

**  Myles  J.  Greene 18 

RESIGNATIONS. 

By  Myles  J.  Greene 23 
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EESIGNATIONS  NOT  ACCEPTED. 

Of  Myles  J.  Greene 33 

CONCERNING  MASONIC  HOME  AND  COLLEGE. 

The  Original  Besolntions 32 

Referred  to  Special  Committee 32 

Report  on  the  College 38 

Again  referred  to  Special  Committee 39 


GKAND  OFFICERS  AND  TUEIR  ADDRESS. 

Rurus  Wills  Conn. Helena (irtind  Master. 

John  Hollih  Bankuead Wetunii)kH. . .   Dqnity  Grand  Master. 

John  ( Jideon  Harkis Livingston ....  Senior  Grand  Warden. 

Myles  Jeffeiison  Greene,  M.D.Tjilljide«<a Junior  Grand  Warden. 

William  Henky  Dincley Montgomery..  .Grand  Treasurer. 

Daniel  Sayiik Montj'oniei^'.. .  (irand  Secretary. 

Rev.  William  Carey  Bledsoe. Lafayette Grand  Chaplain. 

William  Theodore  Atkins,  .  .  .Selnia (iraiid  Marshal. 

James  Tait  Beck Camden Grand  Senior  Dea<.»on. 

Benjamin  Franklin  Wilson.  .  .Columbiana. .  .(Jrand  Junior  Deacon. 

John  William  Martin Montgomery.,  .(irand  Steward. 

Charles  Alexander  Allen.  ..  .Montgomery... Grand  Steward. 
James  Davidson Montgomery..  Grand  Tiler. 


FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE. 

PALMER  JOB  PILLAXS MobiU- Chairman  of  Committee 


NOTICE   TO   secretaries   OF   SUBORDINATE    LODC.E.S. 

T^^y  Every  Lodge  shall  elect  its  oftioers  at  the  regular  Commnnication 
immediately  j)rec<'ding  the  Festival  in  June,  ami  iinihr  thie  relurn  to  the 
UramI  S<crrO(ri/  as  soon  as  the  officers  are  installe<l,  which  Hkall  take 
place  as  soon  as  practicable  thereafter.-  (\mst\tnVnni »»/  the  finintl  lAnJfjty 
Ali}''Jf*    17,  Sfrtioii  1(1. 

In  case  Secretaries  of  Sul>ordinate  Lodges  should  not  receive  blank 
RETURNS  bv  the  1st  of  October,  or  if  thev  should  fail  to  receive  these 
Proceedings  in  a  reasonable  time,  they  are  re(piested  to  write  for  them, 
and  inform  the  Grand  Secrctarv  to  what  P.  O.  to  forward  them. 


The  .\nnual  Comuiunications  of  **Thc  Most  Worshipful  Grand 
Lodge  of  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  .Vlabama  and  its  Ma- 
sonic Juri.sdiction,'"  an-  lieM  in  the  New  Masonic  Temjile,  in  the  Citj' 
of  Moiit«;nmerv,  (»n  the  tirst   M«)n(lav  in  December  of  each  and  ererv 


vear. 


/T*?*  Jtifjflirfitts  of  th'st  rrtt'tnliinfs  irilj  fn  sr,,t  In/  surrfissir*'  malls  to 
Strrfffirits  nml  ^irnml  Strr'fiirJtM,  i/m/'.s.v  /A'//  nr'  st.  nf  to  tht  htttrr  in  oue 
iHlrk'lijc.  >h,,ttht  fhf  If  litii  ri.n,t  it,  hdiiil,  i}i' ij  trill  jtUnsf  tcritffnr  //ifW,  Olid 
nimt'mn  to  irhnt  post  ojfirf  to  t<nid  tfifiii. 
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f^  Crntfl  Srrn-lan^x  mid  t^hfra^  nut  of  Ihf  Sftti*:,  reeeit*in*f  th^Xf  T*rocr<ding9  nrt  rt- 
qitrsti'tt  to  arknuwlrffffi:  hjf  P.   C.  «ivt  written  »ignnture. 
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CITY   OF   MONTGOMERY, 


CoHMRNciNG    Decembeb   3nD,    A.    D.  1883— A.  L.  5883* 


MONTGOMERY  s 

W.   D.   BBOWM  k  CO.,  HTfiAM   PRINTEB8  AMD  BOOK  BINDEB8. 

1884. 


PROCEEDINGS. 


The  Most  W()rshii)ful  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  of  Alabama  and  its  Masonic  Jii* 
risdiction,  commenced  its  Sixty-third  Annual  Grand 
Communication  at  the  New  Masonic  Temple,  in  the 
Cit;s'  of  M(jnt«^omery,  on  the  evening  of  Monday,  the 
3d  day  of  Deccmlxir,  A.  D.,  1883,  A.  L.  5883. 


0 


PRESENT ; 

JOHN  lIOLIilS  B^VNKHKAD,  D.  G.  M.,  as. . .  .Gmnd  Master. 

JOHN  G1J>K(  »N  HAUUIS  Senior  Grand  Warden. 

MYLES  JEFFERSON  GREENE Junior  Grand  Warden. 

WILLIAM  HENRY  DINGLEY Grand  Treasurer. 

DANIEL  SAYRE Grand  Secretary. 

WILLIAM  CAREY  RLEDSOE Grand  Chaplain. 

WILLIAM  THE(  )1)0RE  ATKINS (Jrand  Marshal. 

JAMES  TAIT  RECK Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

THOMAS  PAIN  SAVAGE  as Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

JOHN  WILLIAM  MARTIN Grand  Steward. 

CH.ARLES  ALEXANDER  ALLEN Grand  Steward. 

ADAM  REIGART  RAKER Grand  Tilef. 

PAST  GRAND  OFFICERS: 

David  CiiOPTON Grand  Master. 

Gbohoe  Dahuiell  Norbis,  M.  D Grand  Master. 

JoMEPU  Henby  John»ox,  M.  D Grand  Master. 

Palmeb  Job  Pillank Grand  Master. 

Henby  Clay  Armstrong  Grand  Master. 

Henry  Clay  Tompkins Grand  Master. 

Sam  Thompson Deputy  Grand  Master. 

James  McGinnis  Brundidoe Junior  Grand  Warden^ 

Benjamin  Franklin  Pope Junior  Grand  Warden. 
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REPRESENTATIVES  OF  OTHER  GRAND  LODCiES. 

William  DwiRht  WadBworth Arkansas. 

Stephen  Hennr  Bcasley British  Columbia. 

George  Frederick  Moore Canada. 

^           TA    1  •  II  X'      •     xr    Tk  i  England,    North  Carolina, 

George  Dashiell  Noma.  M.  D j        Tennessee. 

David  Clopton Florida,  Lonisiana. 

Joseph  Henry  Johnson,  M.  D Georgia. 

Mvles  Jefferson  Greene,  M.  D Greece. 

John  Gideon  Harris Idaho. 

^     .  ,  c.  I  Illinois,  Iowa,  Kentucky,  ^lis- 

Daniel  &iyre ]      „^,,,/  ^^^^,^  ^^^^.^^  ^^^^^^ 

Henrv  Clav  Armstrong Indian  Territory'. 

William  Allen  O'Hura,  M.  D Ireland. 

Joel  White Maryland. 

Palmer  J.  PiUaiu. )  ^^So!  ^''^"^'^  ^"^ 

Hanry  Clay  Tompkins New  York. 

Nicholas  SUllworth Peru. 

Daniel  Smith Vermont,  Wisconsin. 

And  the  Masters,  Wardens,  and  Proxies,  from  sub- 
ordinate chartered  lodges  as  follows : 

N°-  1-  Hoiion. . . .  •  - j  ?;™'-  Uo^T": :::::::!  I 

4.  Rising  Virtue William  G.  Cochran W.  M. 

0.  Moulton DcWitt  C.  Whito •* 

**        8.  Farrar Sam  Thompson " 

( Joseph  V.  (ronzales ** 

«*       11.  Montgomery -  Oscar  W.  Ware S.   W. 

(  Jacob  Pepperman J.   W. 

22.  Saint  Albans William  H.  Grayson W.  M. 

24.  Ge(»rgc  Washington Oscar   H.  McMillan " 

(  Solomon  D.  Bloch   " 

25.  Dale -  Lucky  W.  Jenkins* S.  W. 

(  John  Eades  Gullett* J.   W. 

i  Marshall  A.  Keith W.  M. 

"  27.  Selma  Fraternal -'  WiUiam  W.  McCollum* . . .  S.    W. 

/  John  P.  Howard J.    W. 

«*  28.  Marengo C.  Harris  Askew W.  M. 

**  29.  Rising  Sun Jas.  McGinnis  Brundidge.      " 

«•  M.  Autauga Charter  C.  Howard " 

**  :{»5.  Washington William  R.  Julian ** 

*•  37.  Courtland John  H.  L(»osior S.  W. 

"  3W.  Wetumpka Thomas  P.  Whitbv' W.  M. 

•*  40.  Mobile William  Story  Foster* ** 

**  41.  Livingston George  C.  ( fowdcy ** 

*•  42.  Ilinim Polemon  D.  Ross' ** 


it 
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•Proxk'M. 


1883.]  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA.  5 

No.    43.  Leightou Parker  N.  G.  Rand W.  M. 

44.  Gaston Elias  R.  Moore ** 

50.  Union Morritz  L.  Ernst " 

52.  New  Market George  Dashiell  Norris •* 

(  Nicholas  Stallworth " 

53.  Greening J  Pinckney  D.  Bowles S.  W. 

( John  B.  Cooper* J.   W. 

55.  Mount  Moriah |  J^'Tl^-^^'T:::::::!  w: 

50.  Troy John  R.  Golthwaite* W.  M. 

57.  Tuskegee i  James  A  Bilbro ** 

"^     I  Jesse  L.  Adams S.   W. 

59.  Benton John  G.  Farley W.  M. 

62.  Saint  Johns Lewe  Sessions ** 

03.  Social James  B.  Cox* 8.  W. 

04.  Eureka Benjamin  R.  Bricken* W.  M. 

(V>.  Liberty Enoch  J.  Bell* •* 

07.  Hampden  Sidney Edwin  H.  Robinson ** 

01).  Howard Daniel  Smith S.   W. 

(  Thomas  B.  McCluskey. . . .  W.  M. 
70.  Central i  Newton  Eddings* S.  W. 

(  Richard  N.  Hawkins J.  W. 

7L  Tohopoka James  M.  Oliver S.  W. 

72.  Widow  8  Son John  W.  Pnrifoy W.  M. 

TA    «i^i,»«.«r.  i  William  C.  Bledsoe " 

74.  Solomon Samuel  P.  Greer S.   W. 

75.  Cokorvillo William  H.  Patrick W.  M. 

70.  Auburn George  W.  Maxson ** 

(  Pinckney  M.  Broner ** 

84.  Erophotic J  Rufiis  G.  Shanks 8.   W. 

( Jacob  J.  Stabler J.   W. 

88.  Meridian William  R.  Smyloy W.  M. 

89.  Prattville Llewelvn  Spigener ** 

90.  Pfister William  B.  Jackson " 

91.  Henry Newell  M.  Thornton S.  W. 

93.  Sawyer David  A.  Ferryman* W.  M. 

90.  Tuckabatchee James  P.  Floumoy ** 

97.  Lozahatchee John  A.  Poo ** 

101.  Hartwoll Adolph  Moses J.   W. 

102.  New  Berne Louis  W.  Turpin* 8.  W. 

104.  Good  Samaritan WilUam  R.  W.  Key W.  M. 

105.  Shiloh John  A.  Kimbrough J.   W. 

110.  Forest  Hill Joseph  P.  Bamett W.  M. 

(  Ralph  T.  Armstrong " 

119.  Notasulga }  Henry  Clay  Armstrong*. . .  .8.  W. 

( William  S.  Ford* J.  W. 

125.  Horndon Ephraim  T.  Mabry J.  W. 

urn    n  «  ,.«                                \  CtdumbuH  A.  Alexander. .  .W.  M. 
1-J.  (loncNa -^  Charles  D.  CampbeU* S.  W. 

134.  Wiley Aaron  W.  Bean ** 

135.  Colmubia Edward  8.  Powers* W.  M. 

130.  Unity Alphonzo  B.  Curtis J.  W. 

140.  Shelby Amos  M.  EUiott W.  M. 

•J'roxh'H. 
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V     lAn    T>  i;i^«  j  Thomas  M.  McMillan* W.  ^L 

No.  142.   Baldwin •.•^Edward   L.  Marechal S.  W. 

"   144.  Daleville William  Warren  Morris " 

"    145.  Fraternity La  Favetto  11.  Hanna W.  M. 

"    146.  Missouri David' S.  Bethune* " 

**    147.  Rodgersville Joseph   H.Watson " 

**    119.  Chambers Cieorge  H.  Clifton  Sen " 

153.  Monroeville »John  DeLoach " 

1  c>i    XT-  I  ,    v  i  William  L.  Johnson ** 

154.  Nixburgh j  John  J.  Brjanf J.  W. 

**   155.  Eastaboga Calvin  H.  Simmons W.  M. 

«    1A1    T>««;«ir  (  Martial  L.  Fielder* *' 

161.  Penick I  James  B.  Crawley J.  W. 

«    IPO    T?«„«**^,^'ii«   A«4.\.^«4.;»      i  Kinion  J.  Thomas W.  M. 

163.  Fayette^1lle  Authentic. .  j  ^j^^,^^  p  ^c^^^^^ ^ ^^. 

"    166.  Sumter John  N.  Giimore W.  M. 

"    168.  Mount  Hope John  M.  Clark " 

"    170.  Elba Morgan  G.Stondenmier ** 

i  Henry  Clark  Davidson....     ** 
George  Fre<lerick  Moore* . .  S.  W. 
William  Wallace  Screws J.  W, 

"   178.  Desotoville Charles  C.  McCall W.  M. 

'*    180.  Mount  HilHard Daniel  Moore " 

**    181.  Aberfoil William  Prichett* ** 

**    185.  Mount  Eagle Joseph  M.  Am  mason W.  M, 

"    186.  Catawla James  T.  Greene ** 

"    187.  Landmark Richard  D.  Lucius " 

"    188.  Clintonville Norman  A.  Campbell ** 

"    190.  Tombigbee John  W.  .Jones ** 

«    193.  Hopewell Charles   Armstrong* S.  W. 

"    197.  Hillabee (reorge  W.  Porter W.  M. 

•*    198.  Caledonia Hilliard  J.  Askew *' 

«    100    KilicTPA  i  Nathan  Landers ** 

Jjy.  Kiiigee ^  William  F.  Moon 8.  W. 

**  201.  Helicon Starling  J.  Thrower J.  W. 

«*  203.  Valley Samuel  T.  (Jlass W.  M. 

"  207.  Pettusville Augustus   F.  Evans* ** 

**  208.  Alexandria Emmett  F.  Crook ** 

•*  209.  MarshaU Solomon   Palmer S.  W. 

«*  211.  York Joseph  W.  Fer^^mson W.  M. 

"  212.  Putnam Joseph  H.  Mooty •* 

t(    01W    «««.  r»iv^«  \  John  S.  151air ** 

218.  ban.  Dixon -^  j,^,^^^,  j.   M^spaa-len' . .  S.  W. 

"    219.  Lineville Hiram  Runvan ** 

"    221.  Tensaw William  H. *H.  McDavid* . .  W.  M. 

♦*    222.  Western  Star Da^id  S.  Ward •* 

**    224.  Newton Richard   A.  Kamsav *' 

♦*    226.  SantiiFo Thomas  J.  Prim.  .*. " 

**    227.  James  Ponn William  II.  Stuckey *' 

**    228.  Dallas WiUiam  A.  Striplin " 

"    223.  Sepulga Daniel  D.  Bennett " 

"    235.  Harpers\ille William  Allen  O'Hara " 

**    236.  Gailsden ApoUos  Harris* «* 

Proxies. 
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No.  240.  Bowen Jnmes  D.  Gnrganns W.  M. 

tt   oio    r^,fia  J  ^®®^  Cunningham  Hall W.  M. 

z^.  uoosa. j  p^j^j  J  j^j^.^ g  ^ 

**    243.  Rainer Anthony  H.  Sellers W.  M. 

"    244.  Dftwson James  H.  Shine ** 

«•    240.  John  Payne William  McOullough *« 

**    247.  Cropwell l»erry  Turner " 

248.  Lawrence Ervin  M.  Price S.  W. 

o-A    4  w.«..  a  i  Robert  L.  Hallonuuist* W.  M. 

2^,0.  Amand ]  Kinion Wells... S.  W. 

251.  Camp  Creek John  A.  Stringer W.  M. 

2r»2.  North  Port Henry  H.  Brown* " 

*•    2-i3    RoHfi  Hill  i  ^^^^  ^'  K«weU* " 

4oJ.  Kose  win )  Travis  W.   Straughn* S.  W. 

"    2.50    Gaylesville Leonidas  D.  Grifflts* W.  M. 

'*    2fiO    Bellville  i  Charles  A.  Newton •" 

zw.  I5eiivuie "j  WilUam   Y.  Titcomb* S.  W. 

(  Joseph  H.  Johnson* W.  M. 

201.  Talladega '  Arthur  Bingham* S.  W. 

(  Myles  J.  Greene* J.  AV. 

262.  Highland Isaac  W.  Johnson* W.  M. 

26o.  Meridian James  M.  Jones* ** 

**    2«f).  Mount  Pleasant Joseph  Weatherford  Shomo     " 

oTH    u„fi^,.  G..^««u  ^  Thomas  H.  Barge ** 

2/0.  Butler  Springs -  ^..^^^^  ^  ^.^^, j^ 

271.  Pea  River William  T.  Chapman W.  M. 

*'  272.  Clifton Flavins  F.  Kimbrough*. .. .     ** 

*•  280.  Springville Andrew  J.  Nunnelly ** 

"  283.  Daviston John  D.  Motley " 

**  285.  Georgiana Amaaa   L.  Palmer ** 

**  2^K).  Gillespie Freeman  S.  Jenkins S.  W. 

"  291.  Fort  Deposit Meshack  G.  Hammond W.  M. 

**  301.  Norris William  J.  O  Bannon* " 

(  William  K.  McConnell*. . .  .W.  M. 

'*  305.  Central  Cfty '  John  M.  Remno S.  W. 

(  John  H.  McBwain* J.  W. 

'*  315.  Jonesboro Madison  O.  Franklin S.  W. 

"  331.  Charity Micaijah  C.  Thomas W.  M. 

**  332.  Blue  Eve Thomas  J.  Brewer •* 

•*  335.  Nanafalia Albert  (t.  Westbrook " 

"  337.  Johnson Joel  Nichols ** 

*  *  338.  Goorj^iana  Davis Al])honzo  R.  Morrow S.  W. 

**  339.  Albert  Pike James  M.  Huston W.  M. 

*'  341.  Ragan Wesley  B.  Wright J.  W. 

**  :i44.  Pikevillc Middleton  C.  Martin W.  M. 

"  340.  Hurtsboro Jacob  Kurniker* ** 

"  348.  Bienville Palmer  Job  Pillans " 

'*  349.  Ozark Jesse  M.  Carmichacl* «• 

**  350.  Sipsev James  Mills  Jun'r <* 

**  351.  Wilson  Williams David  A.  Lui>o* •• 

**  35ri  Kock  Mills Richard  J.  Breed " 

"  357.  Rutledge Joseph  8.  Sanders «« 

i(    'uu\    vT    ^i  ..,.:ii«  \  Zack  Savage ** 

^*>-  ^«>wt""v,lle ^  j.^^^  j^  Brotherton S.  W. 

"Proxies. 
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Town  Greek William  A.  Agee W.  M. 

Chester Thomas  L.  Smith* S.  W. 

Pleasant  Site James  H.  Drake* W.  M. 

Cotaco James  M.  Winfrey " 

Chandler Thomas  J.  Burton f« 

(JohnC.   Bates " 

Cross  Plains }  Thomas  P.  Savage* S.  W. 

(  Dudley  C.  Savage* J.  W. 

Athelstan Charles  A.  Mohr S.  W. 

Kussellville James  S.  Grisham W.  M. 

Weogufka George  W.  McEwen W.  M. 

€1    orTA    •Dv-AX'T^^  j  Neal  B.  Mathews *< 

"    370.  RobertRLee ]  Jonathan  N.  Stanford J.  W. 

"    380  Ohatohee Henry  F.  Montgomery W.  M. 

"    381.  E.   H.Cook John  H.  Malone " 

•*    383.  Ben  Pope Benjamin  F.  Pope " 

"    384.  Birmingham  Fraternal. .  Henry  N.  Eosser S.  W. 

"    386.  Trinity Isaac  T.  Thompson W.  M. 

"    392.  Hickory  Flat Andrew  J.  Thompson " 

394.  Valley  Head William  T.  Fuller* " 

396.  Falkville James  T.  Morris « 

397.  Black  Oak Jacob  B.  WUbanks •« 

399.  Haw  Ridge Mitchell  A.  Smith* " 

402.  Green  Hill  Gilford  C.  Thigpen* " 

"    403.  ChUdersburg Richard  E.  R.  Hicks " 

406.  Doric Thomas  B.  Wallace " 

407.  North  River Samuel  T.  Brown " 

408.  Hillsboro Dawson  Wiggins* <* 

"    409.  Pondtown Richard  S.  Saunders •* 

(  Horace  W.  Bowers* *« 

410.  Helena J  Nathan  C.  Davidson* S.  W. 

(  Nathaniel  L.  Ruffin J.  W. 

At  1    T«r«;„/>«  S  LawKon  J.  Hamil W.  M. 

411.  Jemison ]  Amaziah  E.  Bums S.  W. 

«    A^o    A».K«»»^  ]  Thomas  H.  Amberson W.  M. 

412.  Amberson j  WilUam  T.  Clark S.  W. 

"    413.  Hich  Shoals William  Weathers W.  M. 

414.  Sulphur  Spring Graines  A.  Harris " 

416.  Williamsburg Calvary'  Williams ** 

422.  Shorterville Thomas  A.  Terry* " 

423.  Clanton Orman  A.  Duke * 

424.  George  Wilson Jacob  C.  Wise *' 

426.  Daniel  Pratt George  W.  Smith ** 

"    429.  Milo  Abcrcrombio ]  jre^^k'^.n^.'s ::.::: .-.a  V 

"    430.  Albertville James  T.  Maddera " 

**    432.  Steel's  Station James  W.  Crump W.  M. 

434.  Andalusia ^  ?^'*^' w^n^'  ■^^'''''''' t   w 

Auua.ixoxa  ^  James  W.  Davis J.  W. 
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The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Due  Form  by  the 
R  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master,  Brother  John  HoUis 
Bankhead. 

Prayer  by  the  R.  W.  and  Rev.  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  was  not  present  and  he 
sent  no  Annual  Address  :  but  the  Grand  Secretary  re- 
ported that  ho,  (the  Grand  Master,)  had  granted  Dis- 
pensations to  continue  work  to  Lodges  that  had  for- 
feited their  charters  as  follows  : 

HolseyNo.  68. 

Chambers  No.  149. 

DoHotoville  No.  178. 

Ben  Pope  No.  383. 

Opelikn  No.  3S»5. 

Rodgorsville  No.  147,  that  Imd  lost  its  charter. 

To  elect  officers  he  had  granted  Dispensations  to — 

Montgomery'  No.  11. 
Newberne  No.  102. 
Bolivar  No.  127. 
Bethel  No.  141. 
Chandler,  No.  367. 

To  remove  he  had  granted  Dispensations  to — 

Gillespie  No.  290. 

Norris  No.  301. 

Pikeville  No.  304. 

Hilton  No.  419. 
That  Brother  Myles  J.  Greene  had  Ront  in  his  resignation  as  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Work,  to  taKe  effect  at  the  close  of  this 
Grand  Communication. 

That  he  had  ai)pointed  Brother  William  W.  McCollnm,  of  Selma 
Fraternal  Lodge  No.  27,  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Work,  in 
place  of  Brother  James  A.  Wood,  whose  long  and  continned  indispo- 
sition rendered  it  impossible  for  him  to  attend  the  commnnicationB 
of  the  Grand  Lodge. 
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GRAND  MASTER'S  ANNUAL  ADDRESS. 

(The  Grand  Master's  Address  came  in  before  going  to  press,  and  is 
here  inserted.) 

Brethren  of  Vie  Grand  Lodge : 

In  obedience  to  the  duties  enjoined  npon  the  Grand  Master,  it  is 
my  pleasure  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the  following  state- 
ments and  suggestions  : 

During  the  masonic  year  the  following  Dispensations  have  been 
issued. 

[See  list  previously  inserted  ] 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  all  questions  upon  masonic  law  and 
usage  which  have  been  submitted,  during  the  past  year,  to  the  Grand 
Master  for  his  ruling,  have  been  found  fully  answered  in  the  edicts 
and  decisions,  contained  or  published  in  the  work  entitled,  "The 
Constitulion,  Edicts,  and  Decisions  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  1882," 
hence  I  have  no  rulings  or  decisions  to  report  to  the  Grand  Lodge, 
not  already  passed  upon  by  this  Grand  Body.  This  fact  abundantly 
demonstrates  the  importance  of  each  sulK)rdinato  lodge,  as  well  as  the 
Masters  of  subordinate  lodges,  procuring  a  copy  of  this  book,  which 
can  be  had  upon  application  to  the  Grand  Secretary.  If  the  princi- 
pal officers  of  the  several  subordinate  lodges  under  this  jurisdiction, 
would  give  a  little  of  their  time  and  attention  to  the  study  and  exam- 
ination of  the  Constitution,  Edicts  and  Decisions  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
published,  as  hereinbefore  referred  to,  they  would  be  enabled  to  make 
prompt  and  correct  rulings  upon  almost  every  question  that  can  or 
may  be  presented  for  their  determination,  and  thus  secure  that 
harmony  and  good  feoling  among  the  membership  so  essential  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  Lodge.  The  membership  of  the  Lodge  have  the  right 
to  suppose  that  the  blaster  is  fully  advised  upon  all  questions  of  ma- 
sonic law  and  usage,  which  have  been  passed  upon  and  settled  by  the 
Grand  Lodge,  and  his  prompt  ruling,  supported  by  a  reference  to  an 
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edict  or  deciHion,  of  ten  prevents  a  discussion,  wliiob,  becoming; 
heated,  may  engender  feelings  of  bitternesa,  which  Maaona  ahoiild 
never  feel  toward  each  other. 

There  is  one  matter,  however,  which  I  desire  to  cidl  to  the  attention 
of  the  Committtoe  on  Masonic  Jurisprudeuco,  in  order  that  they  may 
j^ive  it  th(;ir  connidoration  and  report  the  result  of  their  deliberation. 
Dnrinj^  the  year.  I  have  had  frequent  ap]>lication  to  gnint  a  Dispenaa- 
tion  anth<mzing  the  confemng  of  two  or  more  degrees  at  the  name 
couminuicatiou,  which  I  have  invariaibly  refused,  because  of  the  con- 
stitutional inhil)ition.  In  answer  to  one  of  my  letters  declining  to 
grant  the  Disi)ensation,  a  brother,  for  whom  I  entertain  the  greatest 
respect,  and  in  whose  knowledge  of  masonic  law  and  usage  I  have 
much  confidence,  insists  that  the  authority  of  the  Grand  Mastcir  is 
not  limited  by  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  and  that  he  may, 
by  dispensation,  authorize  the  doing  of  that  which  is  exiiressly  in- 
hibited by  the  Constitution.  To  this  assertion  of  the  power  and  au- 
tliority  of  a  Grand  Master,  I  cannot  give  my  assent.  I  know  of  no 
reason  why  constitutional  limitations  }u:e  not  equally  aa  binding  upon 
the  Grand  Master  as  any  Master  Mason.  If  he  can  disregard  one 
constitutional  provision  he  may  well  disregard  evorj'  other,  and 
thus  render  the  entire  organic  law  inoi>erative  at  his  will  and  pleas- 
ure. In  fact,  if  he  should  see  proper  to  do  so,  he  could  revolutionize 
the  entire  system  of  masonic  jurisprudence  as  a<]opted  by  the  Grand 
Lodge,  and  which  the  Masters  of  sulmrdinate  Lodges  must  enforce. 
Possibly,  the  authority  of  a  (irand  Master,  in  whose  jurisdiction  there 
was  n«»  organizfd  (tnind  Lodge,  might  be  unlimit<»d,  but  when  he  re- 
ceives his  authority  from  an  election  by  an  organized  Grand  Lodge 
its  organic  law,  edicts,  and  decisions  are  as  binding  upon  him 
as  upon  the  humblest  member  of  the  fraternity— otherwise  the 
craft  would  be  subject  to  an  arbitrary  and  suiireme,  possibly,  a  weak, 
fickle  and  vaoilnting  will,  whose  love  of  authority  may  cause  him  to 
disregard  every  ancient  law-mark,  and  leave  the  fraternity  "tossing 
h(?hnless  n\KHi  the  weltering,  angr>'  waves  of  ambition,  with  no 
blessed  haven  in  the  distance,  whose  guiding  star  invites  ns  to  its 
"welcome  rest." 

In  obedience  to  a  resolution  adopted  at  the  last  Grand  Commnnica- 
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tion,  I  have  enquired  into  the  facts  in  reference  to  the  initiation  and 
passing  of  a  candidate  at  one  and  the  same  communication  by  Helion 
Lodge  No.  1,  and  find  that  a  mistake  was  made  in  making  oat  the  re- 
turn, and  that  the  records  of  the  Lodge  show  that  the  candidate  was 
initiated  on  the  12th  day  of  August,  and  passed  on  the  13th  day  of 
September  following.  In  addition  to  a  personal  examination  of  the 
records  of  Helion  Lodge,  I  herewith  submit  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Lodge,  giving  the  dates  of  the  initiation  and  passing  of  the 
candidate. 

HuNTsvmLE,  AiiA.,  Oct.  24,  1883. 

Hon.  R.  W,  Cotjb,  M.  W.  Grand  Master : 

Deab  Sib  and  Bbotheb  :  By  request  of  Brother  Baldridge,  W.  M., 
I  herewith  submit  the  facts  in  the  case  referred  to  you  by  resolution 
of  G.  Lodge,  in  reference  to  the  initiation  and  passing  of  Brother  C. 
£.  Cabiuiss  at  one  stated  communication  of  Helion  Lodge  No.  1. 

Brother  Cabiniss  was  initiated  August  12th,  1881,  and  passed 
September  13th,  1881.  As  Brother  Cabiniss  had  not  taken  the  M.  M. 
degree,  a  copy  of  that  part  of  the  report  of  1881,  referring  to  his 
initiation  and  passing,  was  needed  to  complete  the  returns  for  1882, 
therefore  I  made  a  copy  of  that  part  of  the  report  of  1881  which  re- 
ferred to  the  initiation  and  passing.  The  minutes  of  the  Lodge  are 
correct,  but  the  duplicate  report  of  1881,  which  is  in  possession  of 
the  Lodge,  are  wrong. 

Please  let  me  know  to  which  Lodge  a  brother  belongs  who  had  been 
ballotted  for  in  Helion  Lodge  No.  1  for  the  3d  degree,  and  the  degree 
conferred  upon  him  in  Texas  ? 

The  E.  A.  and  F.  C.  degrees  were  conferred  upon  the  said  brother 
by  Helion  Lodge. 

With  regards,  I  remain  yours  fraternally, 

Isaac  H.  Wisb,  Secretary. 

The  history  of  Helion  Lodge  for  the  last  few  years,  shows  what 
good  can  be  accomplished  by  a  few  true  and  zealous  Masons.  On 
becoming  Master  of  the  Lodge,  Brother  Baldridge  found  the  mem- 
bership so  small  and  lukewarm,  that  it  was  with  difficulty  the  requi- 
site number  to  open  a  Lodge  could  be  induced  to  attend.  Instead  of 
becoming  dispirited,  he  endeavored  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  this, 
and  if  possible  restore  the  Lodge  to  its  former  usefulness  and  pros- 
perity. He  found  that  dissensions  among  the  brethren  had  grown 
into  crimination  and   recrimination  to  such  an  extent  as  to  induce 
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many  of  the  older  members,  nnd  prominent  citizens  of  the  city,  to 
Rcver  their  connection  with  the  Lodge,  as  well  as  to  so  dampen  the 
ardor  of  those  remaining,  so  as  to  render  tlicir  attendance  at  the 
stated  meetings  of  the  Lodge  more  a  matter  of  duty  than  of  pleasure. 
Fully  understanding  and  appreciating  the  great  principles  underlying 
our  Order,  and  thus  advised  of  his  duties  and  obligations  as  a  Mason, 
supported  as  he  was  by  a  few  good  and  true  members,  Bro.  Baldridge 
has  by  untiring  energy,  and  a  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  fSe 
position  which  he  occupied,  induced  the  dimitted  brethren  to  affiliate 
and  now  has  the  pleasure  of  presiding  over  one  of  the  most  intelli- 
gent, prosperous,  and  harmonious  Lodges  within  this  jurisdiction. 
That  which  has  been  accomplished  in  Helion  Lodge,  can  be  accom- 
plished in  every  other  Lodge  when  the  necessity  exists. 

That  understanding  of  the  truths  taught  by  Masonry,  and  that  ap- 
preciation of  the  obligation,  and  duties  of  a  Mason,  which  begets 
activity  in  the  work,  out-side  of,  as  well  as  in,  the  Lodge  room,  is,  in 
my  opinion,  the  great  need  of  the  day  and  hour.  In  this,  we  are  all 
deficient,  and  all  and  each  of  us  responsible  for  that  inertness  which 
has  well  nigh  reduced  Masonry  to  an  association  of  persons  held  to- 
gether almost  alone  for  the  pecuniary  benefit  it  may  afford  them. 
This,  brethren,  is  the  dark  side  of  the  picture,  and  it  is  mentioned 
because  we  enter  the  light  through  the  darkness.  The  moral  influ- 
ence exerted  by  our  beloved  Order  is  being  felt  in  almost  every  local- 
ity in  the  State,  but  the  morality  of  its  membership  does  not  come  up 
to  the  standard  erected  by  the  teachings  of  the  Order.  I  would  have 
its  adherents  learn  more  of  that  morality  taught  by  Masonry,  feeling 
assured  that  these  being  known  better,  they  would  more  generally  be 
obser^'ed  and  practiced  by  the  craft,  and  the  cause  of  humanity  cor- 
respondingly advanced. 

If  the  symbolism  of  the  compass  and  square  was  more  strongly 
impressed  upon  the  mind  of  the  initiate.  Masons  would  not,  somer 
times,  malign  to  the  Profane  one  whom,  in  the  lodge  room,  he  is  ap- 
parently pleased  to  call  "brother,"  but  would  make  an  honest  effort 
to  live  up  to  the  duties  and  obligations  every  Mason  has  assumed, 
and  thus  make  his  conversation  and  action  bear  testimony  to  the 
excellence  of  the  principles  of,  and      calculable  benefits  resulting 
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• 

from  Mftsonry  when  fully  lived  up  to  by  its  adherents.  I  do  not  over- 
look the  muriy  tlifliculties  with  which  we  have  to  contend,  by  reaHon 
of  the  frailties  incident  to  our  human  nature.  I  do  not  forget  that 
there  are  two  natures  in  man,  the  ''higher  and  the  lower,  the  great 
and  the  mean,  and  the  noble  and  the  ignoble,"  nor  does  Masonry  ; 
but  in  ever}'  degree  teaches  its  membership  to  cultivate  and  practice 
the  better  part  of  our  nature,  and  continually  guard  ourselves  against 
tke  temptations  suggested  by  our  prejudice,  passions,  and  appetites. 
We  should  be  slow  to  make  inferences  which  a  full  examination  of 
the  facts  would  prove  to  be  unjust,  as  well  as  to  firmly  refuse  to  ap- 
l)rove  that  which  justice  and  good  morals  would  con<lemn. 

The  close  of  this  Grand  Communication  severs  my  official  connec- 
tion with  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  I  now  return  my  thanks  to  the  brethren 
who  have  rendered  me  such  valuable  service  in  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  the  position.  I  regret  my  inability  to  be  present  at  the 
opening  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  but  the  imi)ortance  of  the  interests 
confided  to  me,  demanded  my  presence  elsewhere,  and  I  felt  that  my 
personal  desire  should  bo  aubordinated  to  duty,  and  trust  that  the 
brethren  will  think  with  me,  and  approve  my  action  in  this  respect. 

R.  W.  COBB, 
Grand  ^Lister. 

LODGES    KEINSTAl'ED. 

On  motion  of  Brother  Grand  Secretary  it  was  ordered 
that  all  lodges,  the  charters  of  which  had  been  forfeited, 
and  which  had  been  working  under  temporary  dispen- 
sations, and  which  had  now  made  Returns,  paid  Dues, 
and  were  represented,  be  reinstated. 

Brother  Henrj'  Clay  Armstrong  offered  the  following 
resolution,  and  it  was  adopted  : 

FULTON  LODGE  NO.  98. 

Iies(d\'e»I,  That  Fulton  Lodge  No.  98  be  allowed  sixty  days  in  which 
to  make  returns  and  pay  Dues. 
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BrotliGr  William  T.  Atkins  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution, atid  it  was  adopted : 

BOWEN  LODGE  NO.   240. 

Buolved,  Thnt  the  number  of  Bowen  Lodge  at  Whistler,  be  changed 
upon  the  liccords  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  from  241,  as  now  reported,  to 
240  ;  the  number  of  its  charter  as  issued  in  1858,  but  by  some  mistake 
repeated  in  1859,  and  since,  as  241. 

Brother  Myles  J.  Greene,  Grand  Junior  "Warden, 
offered  the  following  resolutions,  and  they  were 
adopted : 

AS  TO  THE  GRAND  LODGE  HALL. 

Resolved,  1.  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed,  whose  duty  it 
shall  be  to  confer  with  the  owner  of  the  building  in  which  the  Grand 
Lodge  is  held,  with  a  view  of  rescinding  the  contract  by  which  a  cer- 
tain portion  of  it  is  leased  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Resolveil,  2.  That  the  committee  to  be  raised  as  aforesaid,  be  in- 
structed to  confer  with  the  various  Inasonic  bodies  in  the  city  of 
Montgomery,  with  reference  to  securing  the  use  of  their  hall  for  the 
purpose  of  holding  therein  the  Annual  Communications  of  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

Resolved,  3.  That  the  committee  herein  provided  for  be  instructed 
to  report  before  the  close  of  the  present  communication. 

And  the  committee  was  appointed  as  follows : 

Myles  Jefferson  Greene, 

John  Gideon  Harris, 

Henry  Clay  Armstrong. 

Brother  Wiliam  T.  Atkins  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution, and  it  was  adopted  : 

AS  TO  HENDRIX  LODGE  NO.   162. 

Resolveil,  That  upon  the  payment  of  two  years*  dues  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  by  the  members  of  Hendrix  Lodge  No.  162^  at  FlanterBville, 
the  said  lodge  be  reinstated,  and  authorized  to  eleot  Officers,  and  pro- 
ceed to  work. 
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REPORT  ON  THE  E.   A.   DEGREE. 

Brother  Myles  J.  Greene,  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Work,  made  rej)ort  on  the  E.  A.  Degree,  and  the 
report  was  received  and  concurred  in ;  and  then  the 
further  report  of  the  committee  was  made  the  Special 
Order  for  to-morrow  morning  at  11  o'clock. 

MEMORIAL  FROM   MARION. 

A  memorial  was  presented  from  the  late  officers  and 
members  of  Temple  Lodge  No.  425,  at  Marion,  in  the 
County  of  Perry,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

FLORENCE  No.  U,  AND  DeKALB  No.  116. 

Resolutions  were  presented  as  to  Florence  Lodge 
No.  14,  and  as  to  DeKalb  Lodge  No.  IIG,  and  they  were 
refened  to  the  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Griev- 
ances. 

RE1»0RTS  OF  GRAND   OFFICERS. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  and  the  Grand  Secretary  made 
their  Annual  Reports,  and  they  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance.     (Sec  Ajjjpendix,) 

Brother  Robert  L.  Hallonquist  ofifered  certain  reso- 
lutions for  the  consideration  of  the  Committee  on  Ma- 
sonic Jurisprudence,  and  they  were  so  referred. 

PRESENTATION  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Brother  William  T.  Atkins,  the  Grand  Marshal,  pre- 
sented to  the  Grand  Master  the  following  rc])resentii- 
tives  of  Foreign  Grand  Lodges : 

Brother  (Jeorgo  I).  Norris,  Grand  Lodge  of  Eu-^luud. 
Brother  Myh^s  J.  Greene,  Grand  Lodge  of  Greece. 
Brother  Nicholas  Stalworth,  Grand  Lodge  of  Peru. 
Brother  Daniel  Sayre,  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa. 
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And  they  were  cordially  received  by  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter, and  welcomed  to  seats  in  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Brother  William  T.  Atkins  and  Brother  Marshall  A. 
Keith  each  presented  resolutions  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence. 

And  then,  after  prayer  by  the  R.  W.  and  Kev.  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to 
refreshment  until  to-morrow  morning  at  11  o'clock. 


IN  GRAND  LODGE. 


Tuesday  Morning,  December  4, 1883. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to 
labor  at  11  o'clock,  the  R  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master, 
John  Hollis  Bankhead,  presiding;  the  other  Grand 
Officers  at  their  respective  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  R.  W.  and  Rev.  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  Brother  Palmer  J.  Pillans,  the  Special 
Order  for  11  o'clock  was  postponed  in  order  to  allow 
him  to  make  the  following  report  from  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Correspondence ;  the  report  was  received 
and  concurred  in : 

(2) 


18  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  [1883. 

SPAIN. 

To  M.  W.  Grand  }faster  and  Brethrm  of  the  Grand  Tx)thfe  of  Ahiltama  : 

The  Committee  on  Forei{:(ii  Correspondence  has  ha<l  l>efore  it  a  cir- 
cular letter  from  the  ** Independent  Symbolic  (irnnd  Lodge  of  Spain," 
of  date  Se\ille,  July  29,  1883,  and  also  the  (constitution  of  this  Grand 
Lodge.  The  letter  solicits  recognition,  1st,  because  the  Grand  Lodge 
has  simply  taken  possession  of  unoccupied  territory';  2d,  because  13 
lodges  legally  separated  from  their  superior  bodies  aided  in  the 
formation  and  have  increased  to  21 ;  3d,  because  the  laws  and  statutes 
of  this  Grand  Lodge  are  based  on  the  principles  which  govern  all 
symbolic  masonry;  and  4th j  because  this  Grand  Lo<lgo  only  t^kes 
cognizance  of  the  three  symbolic  degrees.  The  circular  also  asks  an 
interchange  of  representatives. 

The  constitution  proclaims  that  Freemasonry  is  a  philosophical  in- 
stitution, whose  members,  united  by  fraternal  love,  have  for  their 
object  to  combat  ignorance,  and  to  labor  for  the  realization  of  univer- 
sal good,  constituting  a  mutual  school  whose  programme  is  as  follows: 

**To  practice  the  moral  and  social  virtues  and  justice  in  all  their 
actions. 

To  love  their  fellow-men,  their  country,  and  liberty. 

To  labor  without  ceasing  for  the  benefit  of  humanity,  and  for  its 
progressive  and  pacific  emancipation. 

Masonry  proclaims  the  existence  of  a  great  first  cause  under  the 
name  of  T.  G.  A.  O.  T.  U. 

It  recognizes  the  right  of  individuals  to  liberty  of  conscience, 
thought,  and  speech,  and  places  no  limit  to  the  investigation  of  truth, 
and  proclaims  the  principle  of  universal  toleration. 

Equality  b(!tore  the  law  is  another  principle  proclaimed  by  ma.son- 
ry,  in  conscipience  of  which  it  knows  no  distinctions  because  of 
nationahty,  race,  creeds,  or  opinions;  and  prohibits  either  religions 
or  political  discussions  in  its  assemblies." 

These  principles  accord  ^^nth  those  of  all  true  MiLsons,  and  stimu- 
late your  committee  to  advise  recognition  :  and  we  are  still  more 
strongly  iinpcjlled  when  we  consider  how  desirable  it  is  to  have  the 
symbolic  degrees  entirely  separated  and  distinct  from  the  Grand 
Councils,  &.C.  But  your  committee  hesitate  about  recommending  so 
important  a  step  without  further  knowledge  than  is  now  in  their  pos- 
session. Your  committee  have  noticed  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Cuba 
and  Colon  last  year  issued  the  following 

WAIiNIXG   TO   AMERICAN   GRAND    LODGES. 

A  few  Grand  Bodies  of  the  United  States  and  Canada  have  been 
pleased  to  recognize  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Spain,  of  which  Brother  J.  A. 
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Perez  (Kicardo)  is  grand  Master.  In  so  doing,  of  coarse  they  have 
presumed  that  said  Grand  Lodge  was  a  sovereign  independent  organ- 
ization. But  it  is  not ;  and  a  single  fact  shall  be  sufficient  to  prove 
this  assertion.  On  August  18th,  1881,  Brother  J.  A.  Perez,  Grand 
Master,  has  ordered  the  lodges  to  comply  and  ()f)ey  strictly  a  decree  from 
the  so-called  Sui)reme  Council  of  the  33d  degree,  for  the  jurisdiction 
of  Spain. 

There  is  in  Spain  an  independent  Spanish  Grand  Lodge,  organized 
in  Seville  in  18^1.  Besides,  there  is  the  *'  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Grand 
Orient  of  Spain,"  (and  Supreme  Council)  presided  over  formerly  by 
Brother  Sagasta,  and  at  present  by  Brother  Komero  Ortiz  ;  and  final- 
ly, the  Supreme  Council  of  33d  presided  over  by  the  Marquis  of 
Seoane,  whi(;h  governs  lodges.  In  all,  three  Supreme  Councils  and 
three  Grand  Lodges. 

The  United  Grand  Lodge  of  Colon  and  IsLmd  of  Cuba  has  recog- 
nized the  Grand  Lodge  of  Seville,  that  one  being  the  only  really  in- 
dependent organization  of  Craft  Masonry  now  existing  in  Spain,  and 
the  lirst  occupant  of  a  jurisdiction  previously  vacant  so  far  as  the 
ancient  fraternity  of  F .  A.  M.  is  concerned. 

This  warning  is  intended  to  prevent,  if  possible,  new  recognitions 
of  a  Masonic  body  not  entitled  to  obtain  them. 

From  this  wo  learn  that  there  are  other  bodies  claiming  to  be  (ht 
proper  Graml  Lodge,  and  we  desire  that  Alabama  may  enter  into  no 
entangling  alliance.  Yuur  committee,  therefore,  do  not  feel  that  it 
can  recommend  recognition,  but  your  committee  hopes  that  further 
inforinntion,  Ui  be  had  before  the  next  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
may  enable  it  then  to  recommend  such  a  step. 

Your  committee  would  like  to  know  how  many  Lodges  there  are 
within  the  jurisdiction  claimed  by  the  Independent  Symbolic  Grand . 
Lodge  of  Spain,  which  do  not  recognize  this  Grand  Lodge  ;  as  well 
as  how  many  do.  How  many  Grand  Lodges,  or  Orients,  claim  au- 
thority in  Spain  ;  and  to  what  obedience  or  obediences  the  Lodges 
belonged  which  '^  regularly  and  legally  separated  from  their  depen- 
dencies," and  from  this  symbolic  Grand  Lodge. 

With  an  expression  of  the  best  wishes  of  Alabama  for  the  pros- 
perity and  growth  of  Symbolic  Masonry  every  where,  the  committee 
recommends  that  the  further  consideration  of  this  matter  be  deferred 
until  information  on  the  points  indicated  be  obtained. 

Fraternally  submitted,  P.  J.  PILLANS.   . 
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FOREIGN  OOBBESPONDENGE. 

Brother  Palmer  J.  Pillans,  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Correspondence,  made  report,  and  the  report 
was  received  and  ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  Pro- 
ceedings. 

BEPOBT  ON  WOBK. 

f 

The  Committee  on  Work  proceeded  with  their  Re- 
port, and  after  making  progress,  the  Beport  was  post- 
poned until  this  evening  at  8  o'clock. 

The  R  W.  Deputy  Gtrand  Master  announced  the 
following — 

STANDING  COMMITTEES : 

Cm  Ghabtebed  Lodges. 

No.  1. 

Isaac  C.  Hall,  Nathan  Landers, 

Parker  N.  G.  Band,  John  G.  Farley, 

Charies  C.  McCaU. 

No.  2. 

Thomas  P.  Whitby,  Alphonso  B.  Carter, 

La  Fayette  B.  Hanna,  William  L.  Johnson, 

William  K.  McConnell. 

No.  3. 

Willtam  B.  Jackson,  Amos  M.  Elliott, 

Martial  L.  Fielder,  John  C.  Boles, 

William  H.  Grayson. 

No.  4. 

Bichurd  £.  B.  Hicks,  Amasa  L.  Palmer, 

John  A.  Poc,  James  A.  Bilbro, 

Emmett  F.  Crook. 
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No.  6. 

Henry  F.  Montgomery,  Edward  S.  Powers, 

John  M.  Clark,  Joseph  V.  Gonzales, 

Richard  A.  Ramsey. 

No.  6. 

Pinckney  M.  Bmner,  Golnmbns  A.  Alexander, 

Solomon  Palmer,  Sterling  J.  Thrower, 

Johns  S.  Blair. 

No.  7. 

Henry  N.  Rosser,  John  A.  Kimbrough, 

John  A.  Stringer,  Isaac  W.  Johnson, 

Leonidas  D.  Griffitts. 

No.  8. 

Orman  A.  Dake,  Adolph  Moses, 

William  H.  Patrick,  Edwin  H.  Robinson, 

Kinion  Wells. 

No.  9. 

Henry  H.  Brown,  James  P.  Flonmoy, 

John  W.  Jones,  Norman  A.  Campbell, 

Thomas  J.  Prim. 

No.  10. 

Morgan  G.  Stondenmier,  Llewelyn  H.  Spigener, 

Benjamin  R.  Bricken,  John  M.  Oliver, 

James  H.  Shine. 

Dispensations. 

No.  1. 

Isaac  F.  Thompson,  Albert  G.  Westbrook, 

Daniel  D.  Bennett,  Anthony  H.  Sellers, 

William  T.  Chapman. 

No.  2. 

Augustus  F.  Evans,  William  T.  Prichett, 

William  A.  Striplin,  William  H.  Stnckey, 

Andrew  J.  Nunnelly. 
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Finance. 

Daniel  Smith,  Nicholas  Btallworth, 

Lowe  Sessions,  Thomas  J.  Brewer, 

Thomas  H.  Amberson. 

Bt-Lawb. 

Biarshal  A.  Keith,  James  M.  Jones, 

Thomas  M.  McMillan,  Daniel  Moore, 

William  Allen  0*Hara. 

PBOPOsinoNS  AND  Gbxeyanobb, 

•     Samnel  K.  McSpadden,  Charles  A.  Newton, 

James  Mills  Jr.,  Madison  O.  Franklin, 

Thomas  B.  Wallace. 

Doings  of  Gband  Officebs. 

Middleton  C.  Martin,  Enoch  J.  Bell, 

Polemon  D.  Boss,  John  W.  Purifoy, 

Joseph  S.  Saunders. 

LSAYK  OF  AbSENCK. 

William  S.  Foster,  George  W.  McEwen, 

William  B.  Julian,  John  C.  Boles, 

James  S.  Grisham. 

And  then,  after  prayer  by  the  R  W.  and  Eev.  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to 
refreshment  until  this  eyening  at  7  o'clock. 
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IN  GRAND  LODGE. 


Tuesday  Evening,  December  4,  1883. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to 
labor  at  7  o'clock,  the  R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master, 
John  Hollis  Bankhead,  presiding ;  the  other  Grand 
Officers  at  their  several  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  R.  W.  and  Rev.  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

Brother  William  T.  Titcomb,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Suspensions,  Expulsions,  and  Appeals,  made 
report  in  the  case  of  Brother  H.  W.  Hill,  appealing 
from  tlie  decision  of  Rising  Sun  Lodge  No.  29,  and  of 
William  Henderson,  appealing  from  the  decision  of 
Cross  Plains  Lodge  No.  368 ;  and  both  reports  were 
concurred  in  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 

SUSPENSIONS,  EXPULSIONS,  AND  APPEALS. 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Jjodge  of  Alabama : 

Yonr  Coinmittco  on  Susponsions,  Expulsions,  and  Appeals,  respect- 
fully submits  the  following  report : 

Ist.  Under  date  of  November  15th,  1883,  Brother  H.  W.  Hill,  who 
is  a  non-affiliate,  of  Mooresville,  Limestono  county,  addressed  to  the 
Grand  Lod^o  a  vjoniplaiut  or  memorial  against  the  decision  of  Bising 
SunLodi^eNo.  2'),  which  decliaod  t^)  investigate  charges  of  unnia- 
sonic  c<nidn(?t  i>r«jfon*ed  by  said  memorialist  against  Brother  Samiiel 
J.  Withers,  said  lodge  basing  it«  refusal  to  examine  the  charges  on  tho 
fact,  that  neither  of  the  names  in  controversy  could  be  found  by  the 
Grand  Secretary  on  tho  roll  of  extinct  Limostone  Lodge  No.  18. 
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FlMANCB. 

Daniel  Smith,  Nicholas  Stallworth, 

Lewe  Sessions,  Thomas  J.  Brewer, 

Thomas  H.  Amberson. 

Bt-Lawb. 

Marshal  A.  Keith,  James  M.  Jones, 

Thomas  M.  McMillan,  Daniel  Moore, 

William  Allen  O'Hara. 

Pbopositions  and  Gbxeyances, 

•     Samnel  K.  McSpadden,  Charles  A.  Newton, 

James  Mills  Jr.,  Madison  O.  Franklin, 

Thomas  B.  Wallace. 

Doings  of  Gband  Officebs. 

Middloton  C.  Martin,  Enoch  J.  Bell, 

Polemon  D.  Boss,  John  W.  Parifoy, 

Joseph  S.  Saunders. 

LsAYK  OF  Absence. 

William  S.  Foster,  George  W.  McEwen, 

William  B.  Jolian,  John  G.  Boles, 

James  S.  Grisham. 

And  then,  after  prayer  by  the  R.  W.  and  Eev.  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to 
refreshment  until  this  evening  at  7  o'clock. 


1883.]  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA.  23 


IN  GRAND  LODGE. 


Tuesday  Evening,  December  4, 1883. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to 
labor  at  7  o'clock,  the  R  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master, 
John  Hollis  Bankhead,  presiding;  the  other  Grand 
Officers  at  their  several  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  R  W.  and  Rev.  Ghrand  Chaplain. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

Brother  William  T.  Titcomb,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Suspensions,  Expulsions,  and  Appeals,  made 
report  in  the  case  of  Brother  H.  W.  Hill,  appealing 
from  the  decision  of  Eising  Sun  Lodge  No.  29,  and  of 
William  Henderson,  appealing  from  the  decision  of 
Cross  Plains  Lodge  No.  368 ;  and  both  reports  were 
concurred  in  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 

SUSPENSIONS,  EXPULSIONS,  AND  APPEALS. 

To  Vie  Moat  Worshifful  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

Tonr  Committoe  on  SaapoiiHions,  Expnlsions,  and  Appeals,  reapeot- 
fully  HabmitH  the  following  report :  • 

Iflt.  Under  dnto  of  November  15th,  1883,  Brother  H.  W.  HiU,  who 
is  a  non-affiliate,  of  MooreHville,  Limestone  coiinty,  addressed  to  the 
Grand  Lod^e  a  complaint  or  mcimorial  against  the  decision  of  Bising 
San  Lodge  No.  2\K  wliioh  doclinod  to  invebtigato  charges  of  onma* 
sonic  condnct  preferred  by  said  memorialist  against  Brother  Samnel 
J.  Withers,  said  lodge  baning  its  refusal  to  examine  the  charges  on  tho 
fact,  that  neither  of  tlie  names  in  controversy  cotdd  be  found  by  tl^e 
Grand  Secretary  on  the  roll  of  extinct  Limestone  Lodge  No.  18. 
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Brother  TTill  presents  the  eyidence  of  Brother  J.  N.  Martin  as 

follows : 

"MooBESvnjLE,  AiA.,  Nov.  14,  1883. 

'*1  certify  that  Dr.  H.  W.  Hill  affiliated  with  Limestone  Lod(i[e  No. 
18,  of  this  place,  at  the  Jnne  Ck)nvocation,  A.  D.  1870,  of  said  lodge, 
and  that  he  was  a  member  in  good  standing  at  the  surrender  of  the 

charter  of  said  lodge. 

J.  N.  Mabttn, 

Last  W.  M.  of  Limestone  Lodge  No.  18." 

In  the  absence  of  any  testimony  impeaching  the  good  character  of 
Brother  Hill,  we  incline  to  the  opinion  that  Rising  Snn  Lodge  should 
give  the  case  a  hearing,'and  hence,  recommend  that  Rising  Sun  Lodge 
No.  29  be  instructed  to  investigate  said  charges  of  unmasonio  conduct 
preferred  by  Brother  H.  W.  Hill. 

2d.  William  Henderson  appeals  from  the  decision  of  Cross  Plains 
Lodge  No.  368,  which  decision  imposed  upon  the  said  William  Hen- 
derson the  penalty  of  indefinite  suspension  under  charges  and  speci- 
fication:;, in  substance,  as  follows  : 

Charge  :    TmmorrU  and  Unmasonic  Condud, 

SPECIFICATION  IST. 

"In  that  the  said  William  Henderson  has,  during  the  greater  part 
of  the  present  year,  been  engaged  in  manufacturing  npirituous  liquors 
in  Calhoun  county,  and  at  a  point  about  four  miles  south  of  Cross 
Plains  in  said  county,  in  violation  of  his  duty  as  a  Mason,  and  to  the 
scandal  and  disgrace  of  the  masonic  fraternity." 

SPSCIFIGATION  2o. 

'*  In  that  the  said  William  Henderson  has  been  engaged,  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  present  year,  in  selling  spirituous  liquors  at  whole- 
sale and  retail  at  his  grocery  in  Cleburne  county,  and  about  three 
miles  south  of  Cross  Plains,  Calhoun  county,  in  violation  of  his  duty 
as  a  mason  and  to  the  scandal  and  disgrace  of  the  masonic  fra- 
ternity." 

SPECIFICATION  3d. 

"In  that  the  said  William  Henderson  did  sell  spirituous  liquors  at 
his  grocerj'  in  Cleburne  county,  on  Sunday,  the  23d  day  of  Septem- 
ber, 18H3,  to  J.  W.  Harris  and  William  Lester,  and  that  he  has  sold 
spirituous  lic^uors  on  other  Sundays  in  the  latter  port  of  the  present 
year,  to  other  i)artic8,  in  violation  of  his  duty  as  a  mason,  ^.    And 
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it  is  hereby  demanded  that  he  be  dealt  with  according  to  masonic  law 

and  usage." 

ANDREW  J.  LITTON, 

JEROME  B.  SMITH, 

FRANCIS  M.  SAVAGE, 

Committee. 

Henderson  did,  at  the  trial  of  this  cause,  plead  guilty  under  1st  and 
2d  specitieations — except  as  to  selling  at  wholesale — but  the  Lodge 
declared  him  guilty  under  3d  specification  also,  by  a  vote  of  22  guilty 
and  4  not  guilty. 

From  the  e\idcnce  in  this  case  your  committee  is  satisfied  that 
Henderson  is  proven  to  have  done  what  is  laid  to  his  charge  in  the 
foregoing  specifications;  and  further,  it  is  apparent  that  he  chooses 
to  pursue  a  course  of  conduct  which  is  extremely  detrimental  to  the 
interests  of  masonry  and  the  well-being  of  society  in  that  commu- 
nity. We  do  not  discuss  the  right  of  an  individual  to  traffic  in  liquor 
under  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  because  such  a  discussion  is  not 
pertinent  in  the  present  instance,  but  we  do  call  attention  to  the  fact 
that  prohibition  obtains  in  the  county  of  Calhoun  in  accordance  with 
the  laws  of  Alabama.  In  the  opinion  of  your  committee  it  were  bet- 
ter for  Cross  Plains  Lodge  that  the  dust  of  years  should  settle  undis- 
turbed upon  its  vaciint  chairs,  than  that  it  should  keep  in  its  family 
of  brothers  a  iDan  whoso  course  is  so  subversive  of  good  morals, 
peace,  and  prosperity. 

We  recommend  that  the  decision  of  Cross  Plains  Lodge  No.  368, 
indefinitely  suspending  William  Henderson  from  the  privileges  and 
benefits  of  masonr}%  bo  sustained  by  this  Grand  Lodge. 
Fraternally  submitted, 

WILLIAM  YATES  TITCOMB, 

Chairman. 

Brother  Samuel  K.  McSpadden,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  made  re- 
port, and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

REPORT  ON  PROPOSITIONS  AND  GRIEVANCES. 

To  the  M.  M.  Grand  TxKhje  of  AUdpama : 

Your  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  resolution  asking  the  restoration  of  the  charter,  furniture, 
and  jewels  of  DeKalb  Lodge  No.  116,  at  Lebanon,  and  Flor- 
ence Lodge  No.  14,  at  Florence,,  have  had  the  same  under  conaidero- 
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tion  and  beg  leaye  to  report  the  following  separate  resolutions  as  the 
result  of  their  investigations  : 

Jiesoived,  That  the  charter,  furniture  and  jewels  of  DeKalb  Ixxlge 
No.  116  be  restored  to  said  Lodge  upon  the  payment  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  back  dues  for  two  years. 

Resolved,  That  upon  the  payment  of  said  dues  above  stated,  the 
members  of  said  lodge  are  hereby  authorized  to  meet,  elect  oflScers, 
and  proceed  to  work,  as  before  the  forfeiture  of  s^iid  charter. 

Resdved,  That  the  charter,  furniture,  and  jewels  of  Florence  Lodge 
No.  14,  be  restored  to  said  Lodge  upon  the  payment  of  two  years 
back  dues  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama,  within  90  days. 

Resolved,  That  upon  the  payment  of  said  two  years'  dues,  above 
stated,  the  members  of  said  Lodge  are  hereby  authorized  to  meet, 
elect  officers,  and  proceed  to  work  as  before  the  forfeiture  of  said 
charter. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted, 

a  K.  McSPADDEN, 

Chairman. 

Brother  Henry  H.  Brown,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  9,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  9. 

To  Vte  M.  W,  GraniJ  lAnhje  of  Alahanui  : 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodj^es  No.  9,  having  examined  the 
Returns  submitted  to  them,  beg  leave  to  report  the  follo\»ing  as 
being — 

CORRECT : 

Russellville No.  371     Trinity No.  38r, 


Gainesville **     375 

Sauta  Creek **    370 


Newbur^^h **     388 

Vallev   Head *«     :VM 


Lake  City **     377  ,  Fulkville **    3^6 


Ohatrhee "    '^) 

E.  H.  Cook **     381 


Hartselle "     31)^ 

Hiiw  Kid^e "     3t»9 


Birmingham  Fratomul. . .   *'    384  |  CLihUfrsbnrg *<    4<.»3 


INCORRECT. 


WEmu'FKA  No.  378.  Number  of  iiu-mbiTs  nnd.-r  th»'  head  of  Dncs 
not  j:jiveu  ;  under  wiino  head  no  Miuistt^rs  avi  down,  although  the 
body  of  Return  showH  3:  word  none  not  written  in  some  of  the  blanks. 

RouEBT  E.  Lkb  No.  379. — Number  of  members  under  the  head  of 
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Dnes  not  set  down;  word  none  not  written  under  several  of  the  blanks; 
date  A.  D.  and  A.  L.  not  tilled  oat. 

Ben  Pope  No.  383. — Beturns  for  1882  correct,  except  that  it  is 
dated  1883.  For  1883,  nambor  of  member  under  the  head  of  Dues  not 
set  down,  nor  the  amount  of  Dues.     One  name  abbreviated. 

NoBTH  BoRDEB  No.  391.— Number  of  members  not  set  down  under 
the  head  of  Dues. 

UioKOBY  FiJLT  No.  392. — Neither  date  nor  dues  set  down  on  the 
back  ;  nor  number  of  members  under  the  head  of  Dues. 

Black  Oak  No.  397.  —Returns  for  two  years  ;  those  for  1882  headed 
as  for  1880;  in  those  for  1883  £.  A.  and  F.  C.  reported  under  wrong 
head. 

Hanceville  No.  400.  —In  the  list  of  officers  all  are  put  down  as  pro 
iem.,  except  the  Tiler,  and  the  Treasurer's  name  appears  in  the  place 
of  the  Secretary's  at  tlio  foot,  but  not  there  as  pro  iein.;  number  of 
members  not  given  under  the  head  of  Dues  ;  M.  G.  put  in  the  wrong 
place  ;  no  dates  to  deaths. 

Green  Hilij  No.  402. — Report  for  1882,  sets  down  one  dead,  but 
neither  name  nor  date  is  given;  M.  G.  in  the  wrong  place  ;  for  1883 
Recapitulation  not  filled  out;  M.  G.  in  the  i»Tong  place;  number  of 
members  not  set  do'vni  under  the  head  of  Dues. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

H.  H.  BROWN, 

Chairman. 

Brother  Isaac  C.  Hall,  from  the  Committee  on  Char- 
tered Lodges  No.  1,  made  the  following  report,  and  the 
report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  L 

7o  the  M.  W.  Grand  Ixnhje  of  AlaJjama  : 

Tour  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  1,  having  examined  the 
Returns  submitted  to  them,  beg  lo4ivc  to  report  the  following  as  being 

CORRECT  : 


Rising  Virtue No.  4 

Moulton **    6 

Maoon **     7 

Fumir "    8 

Saint  Albans **  22 

Dale •*  25 

La  Fayette **  26 


Selma  Fraternal No.  27 

28 
36 
39 
41 
42 
43 


Marengo 

Washington 

Wetumpka 

Livingston 

Hiram 

Leighton — ^2  years. 
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INCOBBEOT  : 

Helion  No.  1.— No  Masonic  Grade  reported  to  49  members,  nnm- 
ber  of  members  not  set  down  under  the  head  of  Daes. 

GiLEAD  No.  9. — Not  signed  by  the  W.  M.  and  no  W.  M.  reported  ; 
8.  W.  should  have  taken  his  place  if  he  was  absent,  and  a  S.  W.  pro 
tern  put  in  the  Betnms  ;  initials  used  in  several  names. 

Royal  White  Habt  No.  10.— No  S.  W.  or  S.  D.  reported  ;  secretary 
shoald  have  filled  np  with  officers  pro  lem,  several  members  not  num- 
bered, no  grade  marked  to  more  than  half  the  members,  abbrevia- 
tions used,  several  blanks  on  the  back  not  filled  out. 

Montgomery  No.  11. — No  grade  given  to  many  members. 

Athens  No.  16.— No  Masonic  grade  given  to  22  members,  no  date 
to  two  deaths,  no  date  to  suspensions  N.  P.  D. 

Geoboe  Washinoton  No.  24. — No  grade  given  to  4  members,  the 
word  "  minister"  in  the  wrong  place. 

Ribino  Sun  No.  29.— No  grade  assigned  to  several  members,  table 
of  Dues  not  filled  out,  date  A.  D.  and  A.  L.  not  filled  out. 

AuTAUOA  No.  31. — No  Masonic  grade  to  3  members,  initials  used. 

CouRTLAND  No.  37. — Namcs  repeated  under  all  3  heads— E.  A.,  F. 
C,  and  M.  M.,  contrary  to  instructions ;  initials  and  abreviations 
used. 

Mobile  No.  40. — Two  names  abbreviated,  date  A.  D.  and  A.  L.  not 
filled  out. 

Gaston  No.  44. — Nine  members  reported  with  no  Masonic  grade, 
date  A.  L.  not  filled  out. 

Demopolis  No.  49. — Nothing  filled  out  on  the  back  of  Returns, 
date  A.  D.  in  the  heading  filled  up  with  183,  no  Masonic  grade  to 
4  members,  amount  of  dues  put  under  the  numbers,  table  of  dues 
not  filed  out,  word  none  not  written  any  where  where  it  should  be. 

Union  No.  50. — No  date  to  Initiating  and  Passing  of  one  ;  date  of 
affiliation  in  the  wrong  place. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

ISAAC  C.  HALL, 
P.  N.  G.  RAND. 
CHARLES  C.  McCALL, 

Committee. 

Brother  Pinkney  M.  Bruner,  from  the  Committee 
on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  6,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 
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REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  6. 

To  the  M.  W.  Orarul  Lodfje  of  Alabama : 

Yoar  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  6,  beg  leave  to  report, 
that  they  have  carefully  examined  the  Retams  snbmitted  to  them, 
and  find  the  following  to  bo  correct,  and  made  oat  in  a  neat  and 
bufiiness-like  manner,  reflecting  mnch  credit  on  the  Secretaries  : 

COBRECT  : 


Tensaw No.  221 

Western  Star **  222 

Newton "  224 

Louisville •*  225 

James  Penn "  227 

Dallas— 2  years "  228 

Sepulga "  233 

Harpersville "  235 

Bowen "  240 

Coosa "  242 

Bamer "  243 

Dawson "  244 


Cropwell No.  247 

Amand **  250 

Camp  Creek ««  251 

Northport "  252 

Rose  HiU "  253 

Gaylesville "  266 

Ervin "  257 

Belleville "  260 

Talladega "  261 

Highland "  262 

Meridian "  265 


INCOBBSOT. 

Sandt  Ridoe  No.  223.— Recapitulation  not  filled  out,  table  of  Duds 
not  filled  out,  dates  A.  D.  and  A.  L.  not  filled  out,  seal  nearly  illegible. 

Santa.  Fe  No.  226.— One  dimitted,  but  no  name  given,  3  suspended 
N.  P.  D.  but  no  names  set  down,  seal  barely  legible,  but  not  right 

side  up. 

Gadsden,  No.  236.— One  raised,  but  no  dates  given  ;  one  entered, 
but  date  under  wrong  head  ;  4  affiliated,  but  no  dates  ;  table  of  Dues 
not  filled  out,  initials  and  abbreviations  used. 

John  Payne  No.  245.— No  date  to  passing  F.  0.  ;  no  seal,  a  seal 
broken  is  no  excuse,  Lodge  should  get  a  new  one  ;  a  Dimit,  or  other 
paper,  is  of  no  value  without  a  seal. 

Harbison  Fo.  246.— Seal  illegible  ;  Lodge  should  get  a  new  one. 

Lawrence  No.  248. — Recapitulation  not  filled  out,  dates  under 
wrong  head,  word  7W7ie  or  its  equivalent  not  written  where  it  should 
be. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

PINKNEY  M.  BRUNER, 

Chairman. 


Brother  William  B.  Jackson,  from  the  Committee  on 
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Chartered  Lodges  No.  3,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

RErOUT  ON  CHABTERED  LODGES  NO.  3. 

To  Uie  M,  W.  Grand  Lftfhje  of  AlalHuna : 

Yonr  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  3,  beg  leAve  to  moke  the 
following  repert.  After  carefully  examining  the  Kctoms  anbrnitted 
to  ihem,  they  find  the  following  to  be — 

GOBBECT : 


Henry No.    91 

Fulton "    98 

Newbeme "102 

Shiloh "  105 

Forest  Hill "  110 


Camp  Hill No.  120 

Herndon— 2  years *«    125 

Geneva '. "    129 

York^-ille "    131 

Wiley «*    134 


INCOBBECT  : 

Sawteb  No.  93.— Recapitulation  not  filled  out,  date  of  affiliation 
under  wrong  head,  initials  used,  date  A.  L.  not  filled  out,  no  seal. 

TucEABATCHEE  No.  9G.— No  date  to  entering  2  candidates,  and  names 
reported  under  two  heads,  contrary  to  plain  instructions  ;  table  of 
Dues  not  filled  out  with  number  of  members  ;  not  signed  by  the  W.  M. 

LozAHATCHEE  No.  97. — Table  of  Dues  not  filled  out ;  this  Lodge 
reports  no  ytariy  dnes  required  from  its  members,  and  yet  rejiorts  14 
suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues. 

Habt^'ELL  No.  101. — Name  not  indryrsed  on  the  outside. 

Good  Samabiiak  No.  104. — Initials  used  ;  seal  not  plumb,  table  of 
Fees  for  conferring  the  degrees  filled  up  with  the  word  none. 

Hebmon  No.  lOG. — Table  of  Dues  not  filled  up  with  the  number  of 
members,  dates  A.  D.  and  A.  L.  not  filled  up. 

NoTAsULOA  No.  119. — Initials  used,  no  date  to  one  death,  suspen- 
sions N.  P.  D.  erroneously  marked  as  having  taken  place  on  the  16th. 
of  July. 

Felix  No.  124. — Abbreviations  and  initials  used,  no  date  to  rein- 
statements, date  A.  L.  not  filled  out. 

Columbia  No.  135.  ~W.  M.  signed  his  name  where  the  name  of  the 
Lodge  ought  to  be. 

Fraternally  submitted. 

W.  R.  JACKSON, 

Chairman. 
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Brother  Orman  A.  Duke,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  8,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  8. 

To  Vie  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge,  of  Alabama  : 

Your  C-ommittee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  8,  having  carefnlly  ex- 
amined the  Returns  submitted  to  them,  beg  leave  to  report  that  they 
find  the  following  to  be  — 

CORBEGT : 

Charity No.  331  |  Ozark No.  M9 

Oliver "  334  |  Sipsoy- 2  years "  350 

Nainafalia "  335  ,  Rock  Mills "  363 

Clear  Creek "  3-t() '  Rutledge "  357 

llagun "  341  I  Pleasant  Site "  364 

Pikeville "  344  I  Chandler "  367 

Echo **  345  I  Cross  Plains  "  368 

Hnrtsboro "  34()  i  Athelstan "  369 

BionWUe **  348  i 

INCORBKCT  : 

Blue  Eye  No.  332.- -Names  of  nowly-made  M.  M.  are  put  under 
all  the  heads  of  E.  A.,  F.  C,  and  M.  M.,  contrary  to  instructions  ; 
head  of  Dues  not  filled  out  with  the  number  of  members  or  of  min- 
isters  ;  name  of  one  reinstated  not  put  on  the  list  of  members,  there- 
fore duo  the  (t.  L.  50  cents. 

Johnson  No.  337.  -Name  of  one  F.  C.  put  under  both  heads  of  E. 
A.,  and  F.  C,  and  no  date  to  being  passed. 

GE<^mGiAN\  Davis  No.  338.— Recapitulation  not  filled  out,  four 
names  un<ler  tho  head  of  Mtistcr-^Iasons  only  one  of  whom  appears  to 
have  been  Raised. 

AiiBEKT  Pike  No.  339. — Has  a  very  faint  impression  of  a  seal,  but 
totally  illegible. 

Wilson  Williams  No.  351.— One  E.  A.  under  the  wrong  heading. 

II EATON  No.  354. — All  the  members  not  numbered,  initials  used,  no 
date  to  one  dimitted. 

Van  Buken  No.  355.-  -Initials  anil  abbreviations  used,  Iname  added 
in  pencil,  t^ible  of  Dues  not  filled  out  with  the  number  of  members 
and  ministers,  37  members,  3  ministers,  paid  $16.50 — due  the  Grand 
Lodge  50  cents. 

NEWTON^^LLE  No.  360.  -For  1882  no  date  to  1  affiliation,  table  of 
Fees  for  Degrees  filled  out  with  00,  date  A.  D.  and  A.  L.,  not  filled 
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ont    For  1883  table  of  Fees  filled  ont  with  00,  dates  A.  D.  and  ▲.  L. 
not  filled  ont. 

Town  Cbesk  No.  361. — For  2  years— correct,  except  that  the  seal  is 
not  plamb. 

Chesteb  No.  363. — Initials  used,  1  affiliated  not  on  the  list  of  mem- 
bers— dne  the  Grand  Lodge  50  cents,  not  signed  by  the  W.  M. 

CoTACO  No.  366. — Affiliations  nnder  the  wrong  head,  time  of 
monthly  commnnications  not  stated,  grade  of  M.  M.  not  continued  to 
the  foot  of  the  column,  table  of  Dues  not  filled  ont,  fee  for  Raising 
pnt  down  at  $5  when  it  shotdd  be  $10. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

ORMAN  A.  DUKE, 

Chairman. 

Brother  Henry  F.  Montgomery,  from  the  Committee 
on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  5,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  5. 

To  the  M,  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  5  have  carefully  exam- 
ined the  Returns  submitted  to  them,  and  beg  to  report  the  following — 

cobbsct: 

Aberfoil No.  ISllKiligee No.  109 

Mount  Eagle **  185  I  Svlacau^u 

Catawla «*  186 '  rfelicon 

Landmark "  187  Valley 

Clintonville "  188   rettusville 

Tombigbee "  liK)  Aleximder 

Brush  Creek "  191  ■  MarHhall 

Hopewell "  103  ,  Putnam  -1883 

Caledonia **  11)8  I  Sam  Dixon 


*2iN) 
201 
203 
207 
2(»8 
21  >9 
212 
218 


INCOBRECT  : 


Chattahoochee  No.  192. -Table  of  Dues  not  filled  out  with  the 
number  of  members,  not  signed  by  the  W.  M. 

HiLLABEX  No.  197.  —One  member  reinstated  whose  name  does  not 
appear  on  the  list  of  members — due  the  Gnind  Lodge  50  cents. 

YobkNo.  211— No  seal. 

Putnam  No.  212.  -For  1882,  one  M.  M.  reported  under  the  head  of 
Degrees  Conferred,  but  no  date  to  his  Passin<{  or  Raising.  Secretary 
reports  the  Fee  for  Initiating  at  $10,  the  Constitution  re<inires  $15.  Sec- 
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rctarj*  reports  susponsioiiH  for  non-payment  of  Dnes  on  the  17tb  No- 
vember. All  Suspensions  N.  P.  D.  must  be  made  at  the  communi- 
cation for  the  election  of  officers — the  last  meeting  before  the  24th 
June. 

LiNEviLLE,  No.  219. — No  date  to  Affiliations;  one  reinstatement 
dated  in  December  188li,  which  was  after  the  masonic  year  had 
closed;  and  one  in  March  1883  without  the  day  of  the  month,  initials 
nsed. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

HENRY  F.  MONTGOMERY,   OCm, 
JOHN  M.  CLARK, 
EDWARD  S.  POWERS, 
JOSEPH  V.  GONZALES, 
RICHARD  A.  RAMSEY, 

Committee. 

Brother  Palmer  J.  Pillans  oflFered  the  foUowing  pre- 
amble and  resolution  in  regard  to  Brother  James 
Davidson,  and  they  were  concurred  in  unanimously  : 

JAMES   DAVIDSON. 

Being  apprised  that  the  absence  of  our  esteemed  Grand  Tiler, 
James  Davidson,  from  his  usual  place,  is  the  result  of  extreme  sick- 
ness, the  Grand  Lwlge  — 

liesolvaSf  That  it  sympathizes  with  the  venerable  brother  in  his 
atllietion,  and  expresses  the  hope  that  he  may  soon  be  restored  to 
health  and  accustomed  usefulness. 

lie.fctlvedy  That  a  copy  of  this  preamble  and  resolution  be  transmit- 
ted by  the  Grand  Secretary  to  our  afflicted  brother. 

REPORT   ON  THE  M.    M.    DEGREE. 

Brother  Myles  J.  Greene  concluded  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Work  on  the  Third  Degree,  and  the  re- 
port was  received  and  concurred  in. 

Brother  Isaac  F.  Thompson,  from  the  Committee  on 
Dispensations  No.  1,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

(3) 
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REPOBT  ON  DI8PEN8ATIOKS  NO.   1. 

To  tfie  M,  W.  Grand  Lothje  of  Alabama : 

Your  Committee  on  Dispensations  No.  1  bog  leave  to  report,  that 
they  have  eiuiminecl  the  books  of — 

Branch^-ille  Lodge  No.  433^ 
Ware  Lodge  No.  435,  and 
Winston  Star  Lodge  No.  43C, 

and  find  them  neatly  and  correctly  kept.    And  your  committee  recom- 
mend that  Charters  be  issnod  to  the  first  two  lodges,  and  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  representative  of  the  third,  your  Committee  recommend 
that  the  Dispensation  be  continued. 
All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

ISAAC  F.  THOMPSON, 

Chairman. 

Brother  William  T.  Atkins  oflfered  the  following  reso- 
lution and  it  was  adopted : 

ALABAMA  No.  3  KEINSTATED. 

Besolvf^,  Tliat  Alabama  Lodge  No.  3  be  allowed  60  days  in/ which  to 
pay  two  years'  dues  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  upon  such  payment  said 
lodge  shidl  be  fully  reinstated,  and  authorized  to  elect  officers,  and 
proceed  to  work :  and  as  soon  as  said  lodge  is  thus  reorganized  it  shall 
be  aUowed  to  remove  from  Claiborne  to  Perdue  Hill. 

Brother  William  B.  Jackson  oflfered  the  following 
resolution,  and  it  was  adopted : 

HOBOKEN  No.  404. 

lUsdvM,  That  Brother  Albert  G.  Westbrook,  W.  M.  of  Nanafalia 
Lodge  No.  335  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  directetl  to  take 
charge  of  the  Jewels,  Charter,  Furniture,  and  Books,  of  Holx^ken 
Lodge  No.  404,  and  hold  the  same  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

Brother  William  B.  Jackson  oflfered  the  following 
resolutions,  and  their  consideration  was  postponed  un- 
til to-morrow : 
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TO  DISTRICT  THE  STATE  AND  APPOINT  LECTURERS. 

Resolved  J  1.  That  the  masonic  jorisdiction  of  this  Most  Worship^ 
fal  Grand  Lodge  be  divided  into  fonr  Districts,  and  that  the  Most 
Worshipful  Grand  Master,  and  his  successors  in  office,  shall  appoint 
one  Lecturer  in  each  of  said  districts,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  verify 
the  work  in  his  district. 

2.  That  the  lecturers  so  appointed  shall  produce  certificates  from 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Work,  certifying  that  they  are 
fully  competent  to  exemplify  the  work. 

3.  That  the  subordinate  lodges  composing  the  several  districts 
shall  pay  the  expenses  of  the  lecturer,  whenever  they  may  desire  his 
services. 

Brother  Myles  J.  Green,  Grand  Junior  Warden, 
offered  the  following  resolution,  and  it  was  adopted : 

FORT  DEPOSIT  LODGE  NO.  291. 

Wfterf'iSf  The  Lodge  room,  charter,  jewels,  and  other  property  of 
Fort  DopoKit  Lodge  No.  201,  have,  since  the  last  communication  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  been  destroyed  by  fire,  therefore  be  it  — 

liesolredf  That  a  new  charter  be  grant^id  by  the  Grand  Lodge  to 
Fort  Deposit  Lodge  No,  291,  free  of  charge. 

AS  TO  BRETHREN   SUSPENDED   N.    P.    D. 

Brother  Myles  J.  Green,  Grand  Junior  Warden, 
offered  resolutions  in  regard  to  brethren  suspended  for 
N.  P.  D.,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Masonic  Jurisprudence. 

Brother  William  T.  Atkins  offered  the  following  pre- 
amble and  resolution,  and  the  former  was  concurred  in 
and  the  latter  adopted : 

AS  TO   BROTHER  JAMES   MANCIL. 

Tr/iPr«w,  Brother  James  Mancil,  a  member  of  AndtUnsia  Lodge 
No.  23'.»,  (which  lodge  forleitod  its  charter  for  non-payment  of  Duos 
to  the  Grand  Lodge, )  was  expelled  for  unmasonic  conduct  by  Fair- 
mount  Lodge  No.  2:)8,  and  afti>r wards  obtained  a  certificate  from  the 
Grand  Secretary  as  a  former  memb(ir  of  Andalusia  Lodge,  therefore — 

Jieaolved,  That  the  said  James  Mancil  is  hereby  declared  expelled 
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by  this  Gmnd  Ijodp;o  from  all  the  bonefits  of  Masonry,  notwithstand- 
ing ho  hf.»hls  a  ct*rtificrtte  from  the  Grand  Secretary. 

ELECTION  OF  GRAND   OFFICERS. 

On  motion  of  Brother  Isaac  C.  Hall,  it  was  ordered 
that  the  election  of  Grand  Officers  take  place  on 
to-morrow  mornin*^  at  11  o'clock. 

And  then,  after  prayer  by  the  R.  W.  and  R^v.  Grand 
Chapliiin,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to 
refreshment  until  to-morrow  morning  at  11  o'clock. 


IN  GRAND  LODGE. 


Wednesday  Morning,  December  5,  1883. 
The  Giand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to 
labor  at  11  o'clock,  the  R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master, 
Brotlnir    John    H.    Bankhead,   presiding;    the   other 
Grand  Officers  in  their  several  stations. 


Prayi^r  by  the  R.  W.  and  Rev.  Gnand  Chaplain. 

Tlie  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

Brother  Jr)lin  M.  Clark  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Masonic 
Jurisprudence  : 

AS   TO   DIMITTED    MASONS. 

/,'.  so",.  7,  Tli.it  all  Masons  within  xhv  jiirisili«*lit»ii  of  this  (iniud 
Iju.I^-.;  v.  I!..  si:iUil  diiuitli-il  at  tht.*  expiration  nt"  t\v<.4v(i  months,  ure 
ht^i-.-l'V  <l.li.iiTiil  tr.)iii  thi-  rii^ht  of  vi^itin^;  1i>.1l^-"s,  '»r  moving  in  Ma- 
Miiiio  I'rocessiitns  ufanv  kind,  wlille  thud  (liniUtid. 
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And  then  the  Grand  Lodge  proceeded  to  the  election 
of  Grand  Officers  for  the  ensuing  masonic  year,  brother 
Solomon  D.  Bloch  and  Angus  M.  Scott  acting  as 
tellers,  and  the  election  resulted  as  follows  : 

EO:CTI0N   OF  GRAND   OFFICERS. 

John  Hou.ts  Ban  kite  aj>,  Wctnmpkn,  Gmnd  MnHtor. 
John  Gideon  Hahris,  Livingston,  Deputy  Gmnd  minster. 
Myleh  Jefferson  (teeene,  Talliidegji,  Sonior  Gmnd  "NViirdon. 
WiiiLiAM  Theodore  Atkins,  Selnm,  Junior  Grand  Warden. 
William  Henry  Dinoley,  Montgomery,  Grand  Treasurer. 
Daniel  Sayre,  Montgomerj',  Gran<l  Secretary. 
Adam  Keiciaut  Baker,  Montgomery,  Grand  Tiler. 

And  the  Grand  Master  subsequently  announced  the 
following  as  the — 

APPOINTED   GRAND   OFFICERS. 

Rev.  William  Cabey  Blkdsoe,  La  Fayette,  Grand  Chaplain. 
Geor(iu  Frederk'k  Moore,  Montgomery',  Grand  Marshal. 
Emmett  Farronv  Cuook,  Alexandria,  Grand  Senior  Deacon. 
Thomas  Porter  Whitby,  Wetumpka,  Grand  Junior  Doaeon. 
Is.vAc  Cunningham  IIall,  BuycKville,  Grand  Steward. 
G&.jROE  Fletcher  Sedbury,  Wotumpkii,  Grand  Steward. 

And  then,  after  prayer  by  the  E.  W.  and  Ilev.  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to 
refreshment  until  this  evening  at  7  o'clock. 
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IN  GRAND  LODGE. 


Wednesday  Evening,  December  5, 1883. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to 
labor  at  7  o'clock,  the  R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master, 
Brother  John  H.  Bankhead,  presiding;  the  other 
Grand  Officers  at  their  several  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  R.  W.  and  Rev.  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

Brother  Marshal  A.  Keith,  from  the  Committee  on 
By-laws,  made  the  following  report,  and  the  report  was 
received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  BY-LAWS. 

To  the  M.   W.  Graivl  Tjodge  of  Alabama: 

Your  Committee  on  By-laws  beg  leave  to  report,  that  they  have 
examined  the  By-laws  of  Mount  Vernon  Lodge  No.  430,  and  find 
them  in  conformity  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
and  therefore  recommend  their  approval. 

We  have  also  examined  the  By-laws  and  Regulations  of  Headland 
Lodge  No.  438,  snd  recommend  that  the  word  **  ancient  '*  be  inserted 
before  the  word  **  free  "  in  the  second  line  of  Sec.  1,  Art.  1 ;  that  the 
words  **uny  competent  officer"  which  appear  in  the  third  and  fourth 
lines  of  Sec.  3,  some  article,  be  stricken  out,  and  the  follo\i-ing  inserted 
instead  thereof  --**  the  Senior  Warden,  and  in  tho  absence  of  both, 
the  Junior  Warden,  may  make  such  calls."  Also  that  the  words  "on 
affiliation  "  in  tho  first  lino  of  Sec.  6,  Art.  V,  bo  stricken  out,  they 
being  restrictive  of  an  edict  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  which  authorizes 
the  withdrawal  by  unanimous  consent  of  an  application  for  affiliation. 
With  these  amendments  we  would  recommend  their  approval. 

Also,  your  Committee  have  examined  tho  By-laws  of  Ware  Lodge 
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No.  435,  and  we  find  Soc.  3,  Art.  11,  is  indefinite,  and  partly  in  con- 
flict with  the  Constitntion  ;  we  therefore  recommend  an  a  snbfttitnte 
for  this  section  the  following  :     **  Each  member  of  this  Lodge  shall 

pay  as  dnes  the  sniii  of  $ ,  at  the  regular  communication  next 

preceding  the  Anniversary  Festival  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  and  the 

sum  of  $ at  the  Regular  Communication  next  preceding  the 

Anniversary  Festival  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist." 

We  find  Sec.  3  of  Art.  II  in  conflict  with  the  Constitution  ;  also 
that  its  subject  matter  is  fully  provided  for  in  Sec.   16  of  Art.  VI  of 
the  Constitution,  and  recommend  that  it  be  stricken  out. 

We  think  that  part  of  Sec.  1,  Art.  Ill,  which  requires  the  Secretary 
to  give  bond  and  security,  is  unus.ial  with  masonic  lodges,  and  there- 
fore recommend  that  the  same  be  disapproved. 

We  recommend  that  the  word  **7rwj/"  in  the  first  line,  of  Sec.  1, 
Art.  IV,  bo  changed  to  **  must"  in  conformity  with  the  Constitution  ; 
that  all  of  Sec.  3,  Art.  IV,  which  appears  after  the  word  **  Lodge  "  in 
the  fourth  lino  ;  also  all  of  Sec.  4,  Art.  IV,  be  stricken  out  as  being 
in  violation  of  the  Constitution,  and  fully  provided  for  therein. 

That  the  word  **  membership  "  in  the  second  line  of  Sec.  5,  Art.  IV, 
be  changed  to  atfiliation." 

That  Sec.  6,  Art.  IV,  be  entirely  stricken  out,  as  a  part  of  it  is  vio- 
lative of  the  Constitution,  and  the  balance  provided  for  by  the  Con- 
stitution. 

That  so  much  of  Sec.  3,  Art.  V,  as  allows  an  appeal  to  the  Lodge 
from  the  Master's  decision  bo  stricken  out  as  contrary  to  masonic 
usage. 

That  the  word  **  withdraw"  in  the  second  line  of  Sec.  1,  Art.  VI, 
be  changed  to  **diiJiit." 

Fratcrnidly  submitted. 

M.  A.  KEITH, 
W.  A.  O'HARA, 
DANIEL  MOORE, 

T.  M.  McMillan, 

Committee. 

Brother  William  K.  McConnell  oflfered  the  following 
resolution,  and  it  was  adopted : 

AS  TO   THE  aiLVND   MASTER'S  ADDRESS. 

Whereas,  The  M.  W.  Grand  Ma8ter,;Rufus  W.  Cobb,  has  been  un- 
avoidably prevented  from  attending  the  Grand  Lodge,  on  acoount 
of  important  trusts  in  tl^e  Circuit  Court  of  Jefferson  county,  and 
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his  Annnal  Address  to  the  Grand  Lodge  has  not  been  presented, 
therefore— 

Resotvetl,  That  he  be  requested  to  furnish  it  to  the  Grand  Secretary 
for  publication  in  the  ])riuted  proceedings,  i^-ith  the  exc*>ption  of  his 
decisions,  which  the  Grand  Secretary  will  refer  to  the  Committee  on 
Masonic  Jurisprudence,  ^^ith  instructions  to  report  at  the  next  Grand 
Annual  Communication. 

Brother  Thomas  P.  Whitby,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  2,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  2. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lo^lge  of  Alalxima  : 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  2,  beg  leave  to  report 
that  they  have  diligently  and  carefully  cjuimined  the  Returns  sub- 
mitted to  them,  and  find  the  following — 

CORBECT  : 


New  Market No.  52 

Troy **     50 

Tuskegee **    57 

Benton "    69 

Tompkinsville "     61 

Liberty **    Co 


Hampden  Sidney No.  07 

Howard »*    69 

Tohopeka **    71 

Widow's  Son **    72 

Solomon **    74 

Pfister **    90 


INCORRECT  : 

GiiEENTNG  No.  53. — Date  A.  D.  and  A.  L.  not  filled  out. 

Mount  Moriaji  No.  55. — Heading  not  filled  out. 

Saint  Jouns  No.  02.- -Figures  of  recapitulation  in  the  wrong  j)lace ; 
initials  used. 

Social.  No.  03. — Names  of  2  newly  raised  do  not  appear  on  the  list 
of  members,  therefore  due  the  Grand  Lodge  Sl.OO  ;  number  of  min- 
isters not  put  down  under  the  head  of  dues  ;  dates  A.  L.  and  A.  D. 
not  filled  out  ;  W.  M.  signs  his  name  where  the  name  of  the  Lodge 
ought  to  be. 

EruEKA  No.  <V1.— No  dues  put  on  the  back  ;  reeapitulation  not  set 
down  in  fi^^ures. 

HousEY  No.  08.     Table  of  dues  not  properly  filled  out. 

Central  No.  70.— No  date  to  passing  of  F.  C.  ;  not  signed  by  the 
W.  M. 

Cokerville  No.  75. — Table  of  Dues  not  filled  out :  initials  used. 
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AimriRN  No.  76.— Table  of  Fees  filled  tip  at  $15,  $10,  and  $5,  in- 
stead of  being  $15,  $5,  and  $10. 
Cro/irk  No.  78. — No  dnes  sot  down  on  the  back. 
WiT,cox  No.  80.  —Table  of  Dues  not  properly  filled  ont,  seal  hardly 
legible. 
Friendship  No.  83.  —Date  A.  D.  and  A.  L.  not  filled  out ;  no  seal. 
Erophotic  No.   84.— Initials  and  abbreviations  ;  amonnts  in  the 
table  of  Fees  put  in  the  wrong  i)hico  :  seal  one-sided. 

Merwian  No.  88. — Kecapitulation  improperly  filled  up,  table  of 
Dues  not  filled  up. 

PuATTviiiLE  No.  89. — Kecapitulation  not  filled  up  with  figures; 
initials  used. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

THOMAS  P.  WHITBY, 
L.  R.  HANNA, 
WM.  L.  JOHNSON, 
W.  K.  McCONNELL, 

Committee. 

Brotlier  Daniel  Smith,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  made  report,  and  the  report  was  received 
and  concurred  in.     (See  Appemlix.) 

Brother  Palmer  J.  Pillans,  Chairman  of  the  Select 
Comraitte  to  which  was  referred  the  matter  of  a  Ma- 
sonic Home  and  College,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  ordered  to  be  printed 
in  the  Proceedings,  and  its  consideration  deferred 
until  the  next  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

M^VSONIO    HOME   .VND   COLLEGE. 

To  tfic  M.    W.   (hand  Master,  Offi^,erSy  and  Monhern  of 

(he  M.  W.  drand  TxxJ/je  of  Alabama: 

The  committoo  appointed  at  the  last  Communiuation  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  to  whom  was  referred  the  various  resolutions  touching  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  Masonic  Home  in  Alabama,  have  carefully  con- 
sidered the  same  and  have  used  such  diligence  as  its  importance 
demands. 

Your  committee  have  been  able  to  devise  no  plan  for  recommenda- 
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tion,  ^OT  yonr  oommittee  believe  that  to  insure  Buccess  in  so  great  an 
enterprise,  will  re(|nire  the  united  and  persistent  effort  of  all  the 
Lodges  and  Masons  in  Alabama.  This  yoar  committee  do  not  believe 
can  ever  be  accomplished  if  left  to  the  voluntary  contributions  of 
either  Lodges  or  Masons.  To  accomplish  the  end  in  view  your  com- 
mittee think  that  an  association  should  be  chartered  by  the  legislature, 
providing  for  the  Grand  Master  as  one  of  the  directors,  and  entitling 
such  Lodges  as  may  pay  a  given  sum  to  proper  representation  therein. 
Such  would  properly  have  to  be  referred  to  a  special  committee,  con- 
sisting of  brethren  learned  in  the  law,  which  your  committee  re- 
commend. 

Your  committee  also  think  that  a  fixed  annual  amount  should  be 
raised  by  this  Cirand  Lodge,  and  to  this  end  they  recommend  that  the 
committee  on  Jurisprudence  be  required  to  prepare  an  amendment 
to  the  constitution  whereby  each  Lodge  may  be  taxed  per  capita,  in 
such  sum  as  may  be  deemed  necessary. 

Your  committee  further  recommend  that  the  committee  on  Juris- 
prudence also  prepare  and  submit  to  this  Grand  Lotlge,  further 
amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  requiring  each 
Lodge  to  send  up  to  the  Grand  Lodge  annually,  with  its  other  returns 
one-third  of  the  amount  received  by  each  Lodge  for  conferring  the 
several  degrees. 

Your  committee  are  aware  that  these  recommendations  mav  be 
esteemed  vexatious  delays,  but  in  a  matter  of  such  great  importance, 
and  also  so  much  desired  by  every  Mason  M-ithin  this  jurisdiction, 
every  step  taken  ought  to  be  taken  with  care  and  proper  circumspec- 
tion. Too  many  of  such  undertakings  have  failed  because  of  too 
great  haste.  We  cannot  expect  much  to  result  in  our  day,  but  with 
proper  care  and  prudence  we  may  lay  the  foundation  for  a  Temple 
dedicated  to  charity,  which  will  shower  blessings  on  untold  genera- 
tions. 

Your  committee  pray  to  be  discharged  from  further  consideration 
of  the  subject.  P.  J.  PILLANS, 

JOS.  H.  JOHNSON, 
JAS.  A.  BILimO. 
LOUIS  W.  TURPIN, 

Committee. 

Brother  Joseph  H.  Johnson,  Chairman  of  Commit- 
tee on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  made  the  following  re- 
port, and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 
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REPORT  ON  MASONIC  JURISPRUDENCE. 

To  the  M,   W,  Grand  LotUfe  of  Alnltauia: 

Your  Committee  on  Masonic  Jnrispmclence  begs  leave  to  submit 
the  following  report : 

1st.  As  to  a  question  submitted  by  Brother  James  6.  Cox,  which 
is  as  follows,  to-wit : 

"Is  a  wilful  violation  of  the  criminal  law  of  the  State,  on  the  part 
of  a  Master  Mason,  a  violation  of  his  masonic  obligation,  and  suffi- 
cient ground  for  his  expulsion  ?" 

Your  committee  would  answer  that  as  we  are  charged  by  cor 
masonic  lectures  to  be  law-abiding  citizens,  that  a  violation  of  a  State 
criminal  law  is  unmasonic- -but  as  to  whether  such  violation  would 
justify  the  extreme  penalty  of  expulsion,  your  committee  thinks  can 
only  be  determined  by  the  Lodge  in  each  case. — See  Art.  8,  See.  6, 
pp.  40-41 . 

2d.  To  the  question — <'Is  a  person  who  has  lost  his  second,  third, 
and  fourth  fingers  of  the  left  hand,  eligible  to  receive  the  first  three 
degrees  of  masonry  ?" 

Your  committee  would  answer,  yes,  notwithstanding  the  apparent 
stringency  of  the  old  regulations.  It  is  now  almost,  if  not  univer- 
sally, hold,  that  if  a  person  can  perform  the  Ritual,  he  is  eligible  to 
receive  the  Degrees  in  Masonry." 

3d.  In  answer  to  the  following  question  :  *'Tho  W.  M.  of  Lodge 
A  having  appointed  a  committee  of  investigation  on  the  character  of 
a  candidate  for  Initiation,  did  at  the  next  communication  of  said 
Lodge,  in  the  absence  of  a  majority  of  said  committee,  put  in  two 
substitutes,  and  at  the  same  communication  receive  a  report  from 
said  committee,  and  proceed  to  Initiate  said  candidate — was  this  in 
accordance  with  masonic  law  and  usage  ?" 

Your  committee  would  state  that  in  their  opinion  it  was  not.  The 
Constitution  re(|uiros  that  all  petitions  for  membership  or  Initiation, 
shall  be  received  by  the  Lodge  at  a  regular  communication,  and  shall 
be  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  three  Master 
MaKous,  whoso  duty  it  shall  be  to  investigate  the  character  and  stand- 
iug  of  the  petitioner,  and  make  re])ort  thereon,  in  writing,  at  its  next 
rfijjul/ir  communication. 

CertJiin  resolutions  offered  by  Brother  Myles  J.  Greene,  of  Talla- 
dega Lodge,  having  been  referred  to  your  committee  with  instruc- 
tions to  formulate  an  edict  to  meet  the  requirements  of  said  resolu- 
tions, your  committee  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  : 

liesfAved  Ist^  That  all  Masons  who  stand  suspended  for  N.  P.  D.  in 
Xx)dges,  the  charters  of  which  have  been  forfeited,  shall  be  restored 
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to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  dimitted  Masons,  upon  pa3mient  to  the 
Grand  Secretary'  of  the  snm  of  fifty  cents  per  annum  from  the  time 
they  ceased  to  pay  dues  to  their  several  Lodges. 

2d.     That  upon  snch  payment  the  Grand  Secretary  is  instructed  to 
issue  a  certificute  of  good  standing  to  each  applicant. 
All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

JOSEPH  H.  JOHNSON, 

Chairman. 

BROTHER  WILLIAM  B.   JACKSON's   RESOLUTIONS. 

In  regard  to  Brother  William  B.  Jackson's  resolu- 
tions as  to  districting  the  State  (see  p.  35,)  it  was  re- 
solved that  they  lay  over  for  consideration  until  the 
next  annual  communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Brother  Enoch  J.  Bell,  Chairman  of  Committee  on 
Doings  of  Grand  Officers,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 

DOINGS  OF  GRAND   OFFICERS. 

To  the  M.    W.   Orand  Ij^ige  of  Aldfjama: 

The  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers  of  Grand  Lo<lge  of 
Alabama,  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report  : 

After  diligent  inquiry  wo  feel  safe  in  making  the  following  report 
to  this  Grand  Lodge  of  A.  F.  &  A.  MasonH,  That  the  Grand  Officers 
have  been  active,  earnest,  and  zealons,  in  every  good  work  pertain- 
ing to  the  interest  of  the  craft  during  the  past  iiuisonic  year.  That 
in  their  official  capacity  they  have  displayed  ability  ;  and  in  their 
moral  character  they  are  unblemished  ;  and  that  the  Grand  Officers 
by  their  moral  worth,  as  well  as  their  (puditications  and  zeal,  have 
shown  that  they  were  weU  chosen  by  the  members  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Alabama. 
Fraternally  submitted. 

MIDDLETON  C.  MARTIN, 
ENOCH  J.  BELL, 
P.  D.  ROSS, 
JOSEPH  S.  SANDERS, 

Committee. 
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AS  TO   GRAND  LODGE  HALL. 

Brother  Mvles  J.  Greene,  Grand  Junior  Warden, 
made  a  report  from  the  Special  Committee  on  the 
Grand  Lodge  Hall,  which  was  received,  and  the  Com- 
mittee was  ordered  to  be  continued,  and  the  Grand 
Secretary  was  added  thereto.  And  the  Committee  was 
clothed  with  power  to  act. 

Brother  Henry  N.  Rosser,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  7,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  7. 

To  fhe  M.  W.  Grand  Tjodge  of  Alabama : 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Loclgcs  No.  7  have  carefully  exam- 
ined the  RoturnH  submitted  to  them,  and  find  the  following — 

COBBECT  : 

Mount  Pleasant No.  2fiG  |  Gillespie— 2  yetirs No.  290 

Pea  River **   271    NorriH «*   3()1 

Frankfort. **   275  |  Central  City "  305 

Duvistnn **   2«:{   Cluttsville "   319 

Walker **   280    Warrenton **   320 

Clinton **   287  i  Holly  Grove "  323 

INCOBBKCT  : 

BuTLEB  SPBiNwa  No.  270. — Table  of  Dues  not  properly  filled  out, 
date  A.  L.  nf>t  tilled  out. 

Clii-ton  No.  272. --Recapitulation  not  tilled  out  with  figures,  no 
date  to  reiustateiiiont. 

Labkinsville  No.  277.  Recapitulation  not  tilled  out  with  figures, 
no  date  to  atliliations,  no  datu  to  Suspensions  for  U.  M.  C. 

NoiiTHEiiN  No.  278. — One  newly-raised  not  on  tht^  list  of  members, 
tables  of  Dues  not  jiroperly  tilled  out. 

SpuiNrtViij.E  Nt».  280.-   For  2  years,  date  A.  L.  not  filled  out. 

('iiAiiLi->i  Haskeuvu.lk  l\n.  281.— Table  of  dues  not  tilled  out,  no 
number  to  hidge  at  the  bottom. 

Geobuiana  No.  28.*). —No  date  to  Initiating  and  Passing  of  1  Raised, 
dates  A.  D.  and  A.  L.  not  tilled  out. 
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FoBT  Deposit  No.  291. — Table  of  dues  not  filled  out,  no  date  to 
Beinstated  and  Dimitted,  no  seal. 
JoNESBOBo  No.  315. — No  date  to  1  death. 

Viola  No.  324.— Recapitalation  not  filled  out,  heading  not  filled 
cmtf  table  of  Dues  not  filled  out. 
All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

HENRY  N.  ROSSER, 

Chairman. 

Brother  Augustus  F.  Evans,  Cliairman  of  Committee 
on  Dispensations  No.  2,  made  the  following  report,  and 
tlie  report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 

REPORT  ON  DISPENSATIONS  NO.  2. 

To  Vie  M.  W.  Grand,  Lodge  cf  Alabama  : 

Your  Committee  on  Dispensations  No.  2  beg  leave  to  report  that 
they  have  examined  the  books  and  papers  of — 

Fort  Payne  Lodge  No.  437, 
Headland  Lodge  No.  -438,  and 
Mount  Vernon  Lodge  No.  439, 

and  find  them  neatly  and  correctly  kept,  v^-ith  some  slight  inaccuracies 
in  those  of  Headland  Lodge  No.  438  ;  and  at  the  request  of  these 
lodges,  they  recommend  that  their  Dispensations  be  continued  until 
the  next  annual  communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 
All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

AUGUSTUS  F.  EVANS, 

Chairman. 

Brother  Samuel  K.  McSpadden,  Cliairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  made  the 
following  report,  and  the  report  was  received  and  con- 
curred in : 

PROPOSITIONS   AND   GRIEVANCES. 

Tothfi  M.  W.  Grand  lA^hje.  of  AhOnnnn : 

The  Committee  (m  Propositions  and  (Irievunces,  to  whom  wiis  re- 
ferred the  proposition  to  sell  the  property  heretofore  owned  by  Tem- 
ple Lodge  No.  425  F.  &  A.  M.  at  Marion,  ami  which  property  has 
been  forfeited  to  this  Most  WorHhipful  (imud  Lodge,  have  had   the 
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SA1UC  nndcr  conHidomtion,  and  beg  leavo  to  roport  the  following  reso- 
lution ftud  unanimously  recommend  its  passage,  to- wit : 

Bf solved^  That  this  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  accepts  the 
proposition  of  the  Trustees  of  the  M.  £.  Church  South,  at  Marion, 
Ala. ;  and  u])on  the  payment  to  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Secre- 
tary of  this  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge,  of  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  by  said  Trustees,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  is  hereby  au- 
thorized to  direct  the  said  Secretary  to  execute  and  deliver  a  convey- 
ance in  writing,  as  rc(iuirod  by  the  rules  of  the  statutes  of  Alabama, 
to  said  Trustees,  or  to  any  ])erson  they  may  designate,  granting  and 
conveying  all  the  right,  title,  interest  and  claim  which  the  said  Tem- 
ple Lodge  No.  425  had,  in  and  to  the  lodge  room  and  upper  storj'  of 
the  M .  E.  Church  South,  at  Marion,  at  the  time  of  the  forfeiture  of 
its  charter,  and  all  right,  title,  interest,  and  claim  which  may  have 
accruer!  to  this  M.  W .  Grand  Lodge  by  reason  of  said  forfeiture,  or 
otherwise. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

S.  K .  McSPADDEN, 

Chairman. 

Brotlier  Benjamiu  F.  Pope,  offered  the  following,  and 
the  preamble  was  concurred  in  and  the  resolution 
adopted : 

AS  TO  BEN  POPE  LODGE  No.  383. 

WhereaSf  The  members  of  Ben  Pope  Lodge  No.  383  have  unani- 
mously adopted  the  accomj^anying  resolution,  requesting  that  the 
Dispensation  and  Charter  of  said  lodge  be  revoked  by  the  Grand 
Lodge; 

AtvI  ichereas,  The  membership  of  said  lodge  reside  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  several  subordinate  lodges  adjacent  thereto; 

And  ichreas,  Said  lodge  has  made  full  Returns  and  paid  all  Dues  to 
the  Grand  Lodge; 

TJierfrforf  he  ii  Rnsolvedf  That  the  request  of  said  lodge  be  granted  ; 
that  said  Charter  bo  revoked,  and  that  the  Grand  Secretary  issue  cer- 
tificates to  the  members  of  said  lodge  as  prayed  for  in  said  resolution. 

Brother  Isaac  C.  Hall  offered  the  following  pream- 
ble and  resolutions,  and  the  former  was  concurred  in 
and  the  latter  adopted  : 
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AS  TO  INDIGENT  ORPHANS. 

W/iereaSf  At  the  Annnal  CommunicAtion  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  the 
year  1848,  an  edict  was  passed  requiring  the  subordinate  lodges  under 
its  jurisdiction  to  pay  especial  attention  to  the  education  of  indigent 
orphans  of  deceased  Masons,  and — 

Whereas,  The  said  Edict  has  not  heretofore  received  the  attention 
that  its  importance  demands,  therefore — 

Besolved,  That  each  subordinate  lodge  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  shall,  from  this  date  forward,  pay  espc-cial  attention  to 
the  education  of  indigent  ori)hans;  and  report  in  its  annual  Returns 
to  the  Grand  Lodge,  the  names,  ages,  sex,  and  periods  of  time,  each 
orphan  has  been  continued  in  school  during  each  year. 

Resolved,  That  each  subordinate  lodge,  having  a  groiiter  number  of 
indigent  orphans  in  its  jurisdiction  than  it  can  educate,  shall  report 
the  facts  to  the  Gmnd  Lodge,  and  the  time  and  the  amount  expended, 
that  it  may  take  such  action  in  the  premises  as  may  be  deemed  ad- 
visable. 

Brother  Rieliard  E.  R.  Hicks,  from  the  Committee 
on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  4,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  No.  4. 

To  Ui€  M.  W.  Orarul  Lfxhje  of  Alaftfimn  : 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  4  beg  leave  to  report 
that  they  have  carefully  examined  the  Returns  submitted  to  them, 
and  find  the  following — 

CORRECT : 

Unity No.  136   Nixburgh No.  IM 

140   Eastaboga •*     155 

144  :  MaysviUe **     158 

145  Fayetteville  Authentic. .  .  '*  163 

146  Sumter *«  166 

147  Mount  Hope **  168 

14'.»  Andrew  Jackson **  173 

151  Desotoville **     178 

152  ' 


Shelby 

Daleville 

Fraternity 

Missouri 

Rodger8^'ille 

Chambers 

Bladon  Springs . 
Mount  Jefferson, 


INCOBKK<  T  : 


BAiiDwiN  No.  112.  -Muster's  njiine  signed  in  the  wrong  place. 
Cold  Water  No.  148. — Five  suspended  for  non-payment  of  Daes, 
but  no  names  given,  dates  A.  D.  and  A.  L.  not  filled  out. 
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MoNRuETiT.LR  No.   153.  —  Rocapituliition  ni>t  filled  up,  name  of  1 

affiliate  not  in  the  liBt  of  members,  therefore  dne  the  G.  L.  50  cents; 

table  of  DneR  not  filled  ont,  Master's  name  sij^ned  in  the  wrong  place. 

Penick  No.   101.- -All   the  members,  except  ofiicer?,  set  down  as 

M.  G. 

Elba  No.  170.  — Rocapitnlation  not  filled  out  with  the  number  of 
members,  table  of  Dues  not  filled  out. 
Fellowship  No.  172.— No  seaL 

Mount  Hilliabd  No.  180.  —Initials  used,  table  of  Dues  not  filled 
out. 
All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

KICHAED  E.  IL  HICKS, 
A^IASA  L.  PALMER, 
JAMES  A.  BILBRO, 
EMMETT  F.  CROOK, 

Committee. 

Brother  Morgan  G.  Stoudenmier,  from  the  Commit* 
tee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  10,  made  the  following 
report,  and  the  report  was  received  and  concun*ed  in : 

REPORT  ox  CHARTERED  LODGES  No.  10. 

To  the.  M.  W.  Gnind  Txulgc  of  Alabatna: 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  10,  beg  leave  to  report 
that  thej  have  carefully  examined  the  returns  submitted  to  them, 
and  find  the  follo\^'iug — 


Hillsboro 

Heleua 

COBBECT  ; 

. .  No.  408   Shortervillo 

. .   **    41(h(:iaiiton   

....No. 

422 
423 

Jeniison 

..   **    411    Daniel  Pratt 

42r> 

Aml>crson 

..   *'     412   Helixreon  

428 

Snlj)hur  Sjiriii;» 

. .   *'    414   Milo  Aborcrombie 

. .   **     41(1   AmLilusia 

. .   "    420 

iNcoiiBEcrr. 

«  •   •   • 

•  ■  •  • 

429 

Williamsburg  -2  years  . 
Broomtown 

434 

DoBic  No .  400.  -  The  name  of  1  affiliate  and  3  Raised  not  on  the 
li.st  of  iiiembofrt    due  the  G.  L.  2  dollars. 

NoBTH  RivKK  No.  407.-  Abbreviations  used,  date  A.  L.  not  filled 
out,  name  of  lod^c  at  tbtj  boitom  wrilten  in  pencil. 

PoNDTowN  No.  40'J.  —Abbreviations  used. 

High  Shoals  No.  413.— Abbreviations  used,  table  of  dues  improp- 

(4) 
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erly  filled  oat,  date  A.  L.  not  filled  ont,  3  reinstated  not  on  the  list  of 
members— due  the  Grand  Lodge  $1.50. 

Oak  Level  No.  415. — Recapitulation  not  filled  out. 

George  Smith  No.  417.- -Neither  name,  number,  nor  dues,  in- 
dorsed on  the  back;  recapitulation  not  filled  out;  no  dates  to  affilia- 
tions, passings,  and  raisings ;  table  of  dues  not  filled  out ;  name  of 
one  reinstated  not  on  the  list  of  members,  therefore  due  the  Grand 
Lodge  50  cents. 

Geobje  Wilsos  No.  424. — Table  of  dues  and  date  A.  L.  not  filled 
out. 

Albert\'ILLE  No.  430.  —No  dates  to  initiating  and  passini^  of  1  raised, 
the  name  of  one  affiliated  not  on  the  list  of  members— <lue  the  G.  L. 
50  cents. 

Steel's  Station  No.  432. -Table  of  dues  not  properly  filled  out, 
dates  A.  D.  and  A.  L.  not  filled  out. 

Branchville  No.  433. — No  dues  indorsed  on  the  back,  recapitula- 
tion not  filled  oat,  returns  entirely  blank  except  a  list  of  names. 

Ware  No.  435. — Fifteen  affiliates  but  no  names  given,  beading 
erroneous. 

Fort  Payne  No.  437. — Heading  erroneous. 

Headland  No.  438.  —Heading  erroneous. 

Mount  Vkrxon  No.  430. —  Heading  erroneous. 

All  of  whicii  is  respectfully  submitted. 

MOKGAN  (J   STOUDENMIEll, 

Chiurman. 

Brother  Myles  J.  Greene  offered  the  following  pre- 
amble and  resolutions,  and  the  former  was  concurred 
in  and  the  latter  ado])ted : 

AS   TO   DANVILLE   LODGE   NO.    95. 

Whekeas,  The  charter  of  Danville  Lod^jje  No.  1)5  has  been  forfeited, 
and  before  said  forfeiture  a  number  of  its  iiieinln.'rs  had  been  sus- 
pended for  N.  P.  D.,  and  - 

Whkrkas,  The  members  so  }*usp<?nded  are  desinn^s  <»f  beinj^  rein- 
stated to  the  ri«^hts  and  j)rivile^<'S  of  Mas«)nrv,  and  now  live  near 
Falkville  Lodi^e  No.  305,  to  which  L()(l«,'e  they  wish  to  «l>l)ly  for  affil- 
iation. tluTrfor*',  bo  it- 

/,V.v«»/r»v/,  'I'liat  the  brethren  abovr  alluded  to,  be  reinstated  to  the 
rights  of  Dimitted  Masons,  and  that  the  (xraiitl  Secretary  be  in- 
structed to  give  them  each  a  certificate  to  that  effect  :  Prin'lthd^  That, 
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within  sixty  davH  from  this  (Iftte,  they  shall  pay  to  the  Grand  Secre- 
tary a  sum  equal  to  fifty  cents  per  annum  from  the  time  they  ceased 
paying  duos  to  said  Danville  Lodge  No.  95. 

ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

Brother  William  S.  Foster,  from  the  Committee  on 
Leave  of  Absence,  made  report,  and  the  report  was 
received  and  concurred  in. 

INSTALLATION   OF  GBAND  OFFICERS. 

Brother  Henry  Clay  Armstrong,  P.  G.  M.,  installed 
the  newly  elected  and  appointed  Grand  Officers,  who 
were  presented  by  the  Grand  Marshal,  Brother  George 
Frederic  Moore. 

The  following  were  announced  by  the  M.  W.  Grand 

Master  as  the  appointed  Grand  Officers  and  Standing 
Committees  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Palmer  Job  Pillans Mobile. 

SUSPENSIONS,   EXPULSIONS,   AND   APPEALS. 

Willium  Yjitcs  Titcomb Cokerville. 

William  H.  Jackson McKinley. 

John  M.  Clnrk Monnt  Hope. 

John   W.  Purifoy Snow  Hill. 

John  DeLojich MonroeTille. 

MASONIC   JURISPRUDENCE. 

Josej)!!  Henry  Johnson,  M.  D Talladega. 

Psilmor  Job  Pillans Mobile. 

Henry  Clay  Aruistron*^ Montgomery. 

Henry  (.'lay  Tomi)kin8 Montgomery, 

Geijrgo  Dushiell  Norris,  M.  D Now  Market. 


62  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  GRAND  LODGE.        fl88S, 

WOBK. 

James  M.  Bmndidge Decatur. 

Robert  J.  Redden Moscow. 

Angns  M.  Scott Ozark. 

William  Wallace  McGollam Selmn. 

James  Andrew  Bilbro Tnskegee. 

MINTTTE8   BEAD. 

There  being  no  further  business  to  be  brought  before 
the  Grand  Lodge  at  this  Grand  Annual  Communica- 
tion the  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

CLOSED. 

And  then,  after  solemn  prayer  to  the  Throne  of  Grace 
by  the  K  W.  and  Eev.  Grand  Chaplain,  Brother  Wil- 
liam Carey  Bledsoe,  the  Sixty-third  Annual  Grand 
Communication  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge 
of  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  Alabama  and 
its  Masonic  Jurisdiction  was  closed  in  Diusind  Ancient 
form,  and  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master's  gavel  fell  at  10 
o'clock  and  52  minutes. 

DANIEL  SAYRE, 

Grand  Secretary. 
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GRAND  SECRETAET'S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


M.  W.  Gband  Lodge  of  Alabama, 

In  Account  mfh  DANIEL  SAYRE, 

Grand  Secretary, 

1882.  CR. 

Deo.     4.     By  Dues  at  thin  Grand  Communication.  $3,693  00 

G.         Ciiflb  received  for  Charters 70  00 

Alhertville  No.  433 

Andalusia  No.  434 

By  amount  of  Contingent  Fund 900  00 

1883.  LODGE  DVE8. 

Jan.      24.  By  Dues  from  Vernon  No.  389 $  28  00 

2G.  *«  "  Ch's  Baskerville  No.  281  23  50 

Feb.        1.  •*  "  Ashland  No.  356 9  00 

2.  **  "  Marengo  No.  28 5  00 

22.  "  "  Warrenton  No.  320. . .  13  00 

March    23.  "  "  Conrtland  No.  37 11  00 

24.  "  "  Larkinsville  No.  277..          9  00 

May       14.  "  "  Daniel  Pratt  No.  426. .  12  00 

Juno        9.  "  *<  Crop  well  No.  247 7  50 

13.  **  "  3kIiK8ouri  No.  146 7  50 

July       30.  «*  "  Chambers  No.  149....  2100—     146  50 

1883  DISPENSATIONS. 

Feb.  JT  27.  By  Ware  Ltidgc  No.  435 35  00 

July       23.      '  Motes  No.  43(J :^>  00 

Sept.      10.         Fort   Payne  No.  437 35  00 

IH.         Headland  No.  438 35  00 

24.        I^Iount  Vernon  No.  439 35  00^     175  00 

Dee.         1.         Cash  for  rertittcates 101  00 

1.  »*      **  Constitutions  and  Pigests  40  00 

$5,125  50 
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Bj  amonnt  bronght  over $5,125  50 

1882.  DB. 

Deo.       16.    To  cash  paid  Grand  Treasarer $3,693  00 

cash  paid  Grand  Treasurer 70  00 

1883. 

To  postage 79  50 

Gas 27  20 

CJoal 13  00 

Water 5  00 

Joel  White,  paper 8  05 

Otto  Stoelker,  dock 8  00 

Dave  Engelhardt 2  50 

Express 175 

W.  D.  Brown  &  Co 424  25 

Aug.   Ohlander,  chairs.... 23  20 

Simon  Kahn 88 

Joseph  H.  May,  book-case 12  00 

Kegro  labor 21  99 

paid  Grand  Treasurer 735  18— $5,125  50 

MoMTQOMKBT,  December  3, 1883. 

DANIEL  8ATBE, 

Grand  Secretary. 
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GRAND  TREASURER'S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


William  H.  Dinolet,  Grand  Treasurer, 

In  account  with  the  OB  AND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA, 

1882  DB. 

Deo.    4.    To  balance $     73  02 

16.  Received  from  Grand  Secretary 3,693  00 

"  "         "  "       ....        70  00 

1883 

Deo.    1.  "  '•         ••  "       ....  735  18-^,571 20 

1882  CB. 

Deo.    6.    By  Com.  on  Work,  M.  J.  Greene.  .13  33  00 

Grand  Chaplain U  25  00 

Com.  on  Work,  A.  M.  Scott. .  ..15  40  00 

Com.  on  Correspondence 16  200  00 

Com.  on  Work,  B.  J.  Bedden.  .17  60  00 

7.  Com.  on  Work,  J.  A.  Wood 18  27  00 

Com.  on  Work,J.  M.  Bnindidge.l9  70  00 

Grand  Steward 20  76  50 

Com.  on  Appealfi,W.T.Titcomb.21  25  00 

11.  Grand  TUer 22  100  00 

23.  Junior  Grand  Steward 23  50  00 

Bent 24  800  00 

Contingent  Fund 25  900  00 

Grand  Secretary 26      1,000  00 

Grand  Treasurer 27  150  00 

Permanent  Trust  Fund 175  00 

Balance 839  70-$4,571  20 

MoNTGOMEBY,  Ala.,  Doc.  3,  1883. 

WM.  H.  DINGLEY, 

Grand  Treasurer. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  TRUSTEES  OF  PERMA- 
NENT TRUST  FUND. 


Tbubtees  of  ths  Pebmanent  Tbcst  Fund, 

In  account  tcWi  Vie  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA, 

1882  DB. 

Dec.    4.    To  balance $141  15 

Interest  on  $2,600  Ala.  State  Bonds. . .     78  00 
Interest  on  $1,000  U.  S.  Beg.  4^  pr.  ct. .     45  00 

Interest  on  $3,900  U.  8.  4  pr.  ct 156  00 

Interest  on  $1,200  U.  8. 4  pr.  ct.  Coupon    48  00— $613  15 
Beceived  from  Grand  Treasurer 175  00 

1883  CB. 

Oct.    4.     By  paid  for  Ala.  State  Bond,  Glass  A,  $500.  $410  00 

Balance 233  15— $643  15 


PRESENT  COKDinON  OF  THE  PERMANENT  TRUST  FUND. 

$5,100  in  U.  S.  4  per  ct.  Bonds— present  value.  .$6,247  50 
1,000  in  U.  S.  4i  per  ct.  Bonds— present  value. .  1,140  00 

3,100  in  Alabama  Class  A 2,542  00—$  9,929  50 

Cash  on  hand 233  15 

Total $  10,162  65 

Fraternally  submitted. 

DANIEL  8AYRE, 

WM.  H.  DINGLEY, 

Trustees. 
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REPORT  ON  FINANCE. 


To  the  M.   W.   Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

Yonr  Committee  on  Finance  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have 
carefully  examined  the  financial  reports  of  the  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary, 
and  the  R.  W.  Grand  Treasurer,  and  find  them  correct. 

From  the  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary's  report  we  find  that  he  received 
at  yonr  last  Annual  Communication — 

For  dues $3,693  00 

Since  that  time  he  has  receive<l  the  following  amounts  : 

For  charters  (to  go  to  Trust  Fund) $     70  00 

For  Dispensations  (to  Trust  Fund) 175  00—     2i5  00 

Contingent  Fund  appropriated  at  last  communi- 
cation    900  00 

For  Lodge  Dues 146  50 

For  Certificates 101  00 

For  sale  of  Constitutions  and  Digests  (to  go  to 
Trust  Fund) 40  00 

Making  a  total  of $    5,125  50 

TNTiich  has  been  paid  out  as  follows  : 

To  Grand  Treasurer 4,498  18 

Paid  out  for  contingent  expenses  during  the  year 

as  per  proper  vouchers  submitted  to  us 627  32—  5,125  50 

The  R.  W.  Grand  Treasurer  had  on  hand  at  your 

last  communication 73  02 

Received  from  Grand  Secretary  since  that  time.  4,408  18 

Making  a  total  of 4,571  20 

Of  this  amount  he  has  i)aid  out  on  i)roper  vouchers  3,556  50 
Paid  to  Permanent  Trust  Fund  as  appropriated 

at  last  communication 175  00 

Making  amount  paid  out 3,731  50 

Leaving  a  balance  on  hand $       839  70 
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Amonnt  brought  forward |      839  70 

Add  estimated  receipts  from  Dues  for  1883-4 4,000  00 

Back  Dues,  say  (last  year  they  were  $146  60) 100  00 

Oharte|«  and  Dispensations,  &c.,  (last  year  they 
were  $245  00) 200  00 

Malring  estimated  receipts  amount  to 4,300  00 

And  a  total  of $    5,139  70 

Of  this  amount  your  Committee  recommend  the 
following  appropriations,  to  defray  current  ex- 
penses : 

Salary  of  Grand  Secretary  for  last  year 1,000  00 

«  '*      Treasurer  for  last  year 150  00 

"              "      Tiler  for  this  communication. ..        50  00 
«  «       Stewards,  each  $25  00 50  00 

Chairman  Committee  on  Correspondence 2(K)  00 

Grand  Chaplain 25  00 

Chairman  of  Committee  on  Suspensions,  Expul- 
sions, and  Appeals 25  00 

Bent  of  Grand  Lodge  Hall  (or  so  much  of  this 
amount  as  may  be  required) 800  00 

Grand  Secretary  for  contingent  expenses 900  00 

Grand  Master  for  contingent  expenses 200  00 

Committee  on  Work,  about 200  00 

John  W.  Martin,  for  expenses  about  the  Grand 
Lodge 21  00 

Other  expenses  at  this  communication  about 25  00 

Permanent  Trust  Fund,  for  charters  to 
Andalusia  and  Albertville  Lodges $  70  00 

Five  Dispensations 175  (X) 

Sale  of  Constitutions  and  Digests 40  00 

Total ri85  00 

Amount  duo  Permanent  Trust  Fund,  as 
shown  by  your  proceedings  for  1881, 
page  67 681  77 

Making  total  appropriation  to  P.  T.  Fund  966  77 

Making  total  appropriations 4,619  77 

Leaving  estimate<1  balance  of $       526  03 


1883.]  APPENDIX.  61 

PEKMANENT  TRUST  FUND. 

Tonr  Committee  have  also  examined  the  annual  report  6t  the  Tms- 
lees  of  your  Permanent  Trust  Fund,  by  which  they  find  that  at  date 
of  last  report  they  had  an  unexpended— 

Balance  of $141  15 

Interest  collected  during  the  year .•  3*27  00 

Received  from  Grand  Treasurer,  as  appropriated  at 

3'our  last  communication 176  00 

Making $      643  15 

Of  this  amount  they  have  paid  for  one  Alabama 
Bond,  Class  **  A,"  par  value  $500 410  GO 

Leaving  balance  cash  on  hand $      233  15 

CONDITION  OF  PERMANENT  TRUST  FUND. 

U.  S.  4  per  cent.  Bonds,  par  value  $5,100  -present  value.  .$  6,247  50 
U.  S.  4J  per  cent.  Bonds,  par  value  $1,000 — present  value.  1,140  00 
Alabama  Bonds,  Class  **A,"  par  value  $:i,  100— present  val.      2,542  00 

Total  present  value  of  Bonds $    9,929  50 

Cash  on  hand  as  above 233  15 

Total  present  value  of  said  fund  as  per  Trustees  report. .  .$  10,162  65 
Add  to  this  interest  due  January  Ist,  1884,  about 92  00 

Making $  10,254  65 

We  have  examined  the  above  Bonds  and  cash  aud  find  them  as 
stated. 

Your  Committee  would  further  report  that,  included  in  above 
Bonds  of  Trust  Fund,  are  $1,200  00  of  Coupon  4  per  cent.  U.  8.  Bonds 
that  would  sell  at  this  time  at  about  22  per  cent,  premium,  which,  if 
sold,  aud  invested  in  Alabama  Bonds  of  Class  **A,*'  which  can  be 
bought  now  at  about  82  per  cent,  would  greatly  increase  the  interest 
from  this  source,  while  the  security  for  payment  of  said  bonds  w^onld 
not,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  be  impaired  by  the  change. 
We  therefore  recommend  that  your  Trustees  be  authorized  to  make 
the  change  indicated  above. 

Your  Committee  w^ould  further  recommend  that  all  Bonds  in  the 
hands  of  your  Trustees,  or  hereafter  purchased  by  them,  whether  U. 
S.  or  Alabama,  that  are  not  now  registere<l  in  the  name  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Alabama,  be  so  registered  by  said  Trustees,  they  paying  any 
expense  that  may  be  incurred  in  said  registration,  out  of  any  money 
in  their  hands. 
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Your  Committee  would  further  report  that  they  have  carefully  ex- 
amined the  Right  Wor&hipful  Grand  Treasnrer's  rei>ort  of  contribu- 
tions for  charitable  purposes  placed  in  his  hands  during  the  year, 
omounting  to  $73  50,  and  find  it  correct. 

In  making  appropriations  for  the  ensuing  Masonic  year,  your  Com- 
mittee have  been  governed  in  a  great  measure  by  former  appropria- 
tions, cutting  them  down  where  such  could  be  done  without  imi>air- 
ing  existing  obligations  of  the  Grand  Lodge;  and  in  view  of  existing 
neccA'sities  for  retrenchment,  we  recommend  that,  in  future  no  ap- 
propriation be  made  for  ser\'ices  of  Grand  Stewards. 

Fraternally  submitted. 

DANIEL  SMITH, 

NICHOLAS  STALLWORTH, 

T.  J.  BREWER, 

LEWE  SESSIONS, 

THOMAS  H.  AMBERSON, 

Committee. 


REPORT  ON  FOREl&N  CORRESPONDENCE. 


BY  P.  J    PILLANS. 


M.    W.  Graiul  Master  mvi  Brethren : 

We  have  lubored  in  the  preparution  of  the  following  report  under 
grievous  affliction,  and  if  it  comes  not  up  to  your  expectations  we  in- 
voke your  charity,  for  during  idl  the  time  we  were  traveling  hand  in 
hand  with  the  ppreat  destroyer,  and  when  we  had  emerged  from  the 
dark  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death,  our  eyes  were  dimmed— we  could 
not  see,  and  our  head  and  brain  sore,  we  could  not  think.  Slowly 
for  months  we  watched  and  waited  the  gradual,  yet  rapid,  decay  of 
both  the  inontal  and  physical  powers  of  her  who  had  for  more  than 
thirty-eij^ht  years  been  our  solace  and  our  pleasure.  And  now, 
brethren,  when  you  shall  have  read  this  report  think  of  the  writer  as 
of  the  past,  and  be  charitable. 

ARIZONA. 

The  proceedings  of  this  new  sister  whom  we  were  so  happy  as  to 
greet  at  our  last  Annual  Communication,  and  being  of  their  first  Com- 
munication, are  before  us.  The  Grand  Lodge  convened  on  13lh  No-^ 
vember,  1H82,  with  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Ansel  Mellen  Bragg,  in  the 
East,  all  the  lodges,  five  in  number,  being  represented. 

Membership,  312;  gain  during  the  year,  38,  which  is  a  very  good 
showing. 

Of  the  condition  of  the  Order  the  G.  M.,  in  his  address,  says  : 

It  is  peculiarly  gratifying  that  I  am  enabled  to  state  that  harmony 
uu<l  good  feoling  has  prevailed  among  the  different  Lodges  in  this 
jurisdiction  and  among  the  members  of  the  same.  That  I  find  theii' 
financial  condition  to  bo  good,  and  such  has  been  the  general  pros- 
jierity  in  th(}  Order  during  my  stewardship.  I  have  no  decisions  to 
rep<»rt,  showing  conclusively  the  wistlom  displayed  by  yourselves  at 
tin*  !irst  spssinn  and  orpiniziition  of  this  Grand  Lodge  in  the  adoption 
of  our  Constitution  and  15y-L.iws,  and  that  the  Masters  and  Wardens 
have  tlnly  studied  the  Constitution  and  decisions,  which  have  relieved 
mo  of  the  i)orf()rmance  of  any  disagreeable  duties. 
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And  if  the  brethren  of  that  district  will  heed  the  following  senti- 
ments from  the  address,  our  youngest  sister  will  yet  become  the 
brightest  star  in  the  grand  gallaxy  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  this 
country : 

Let  us  remember  the  sacred  ties  which  bind  us  together;  let  ns 
strive  to  carry  out,  in  spirit  as  well  as  in  letter,  the  principles  and 
tenets  of  Masonry,  which  we  were  taught,  and  act  upon  them  as  a 
reality,  and  not  as  the  resemblance  of  a  thing  long  past. 

Let  us  carry  them  into  practice  in  our  daily  walks  through  life  ;  let 
us  watch  over  each  other  as  brethren,  admonishing  the  erring,  sus- 
taining the  faltering,  and,  both  by  act  and  counsel,  assist  one  another 
to  bear  the  heat  and  burden  of  the  day,  being  alive  to  the  cherished 
principles  of  our  beloved  Order  and  our  solemn  engagements;  closely 
watching  our  conduct,  both  in  public  and  private,  keeping  in  remem- 
brance the  fact  that  a  day  of  reckoning  cometh  when  **a8  we  have 
sown  so  shall  we  reap." 

The  business  was  necessarily  purely  local  in  interest. 
Brother  John  Tabor  Alsop,  Grand  Master. 
Brother  George  J.  Boskruge,  Grand  Secretary. 

ARKANSAS. 

The  Forty-Third  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
this  State  was  held  on  li8th  November,  1882,  under  the  direction  of 
M.[W.  Grand  Mastor,  George  E.  Dodge,  and  with  representatives  from 
210  subordinates  present.  There  are  in  all  352  Lodges,  with  a  mem- 
bership of  10,189.  During  the  year  there  was  an  increase  of  163 
members. 

The  G.  Master  issued  during  the  year  dispensations  for  the  forma- 
tion of  14  new  Lodges.  After  enumerating  a  number  of  questions 
which  had  been  propounded  to  him,  and  which  ought  to  have  been 
decided  by  the  masters  of  the  several  Lodges,  he  goes  on  to  say  with 
great  justice  : 

I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  recapitulate  my  answers  to  such 
questions.  I  merely  cite  the  instances  above  mentioned  to  explain 
the  disproportion  between  the  number  ot  iniiuiries  received  and  the 
number  of  decisions  reported  by  me  to  the  (irund  Lixlge. 

It  may  be  because  I  have  had  occasion  so  often,  in  writing  my  re- 
ports on  Foreign  Correspondence,  to  wade  through  page  after  page  of 
the  decisions  (so-called)  of  G.  Masters  in  our  sister  jurisdictions  upon 
questions  already  decided,  that  I  do  not  take  kindly  to  the  average 
**decision."  There  is  no  harm  in  the  practice  except  that  it  incum- 
bers and  overloads  the  Digest  of  Docisiims. 

These  remarks  apply  not  chiotiy  to  our  own  Grsmd  Jurisdiction, 
but  to  u  ^H'owing  inconvenience  that  is  being  complained  of  in  many 
other  States. 

He  disapproves  of  the  joint  occupancy  of  halls  with  any  other 
organizations,  and  assigns  many  very  cogent  reasons  for  his  views. 
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Ho  nrgcR  tho  Grand  Lodge  to  use  every  possible  menns  to  continue 
St.  John's  College  to  a  sufceasf 111  issue,  and  states  that  **our  honor 
and  our  material  support  is  pledged  to  it."  Yet  the  Grand  Lodge 
adopted  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolvfil,  That  tho  Board  of  Trustees  of  St.  John's  College  are  hore> 
by  authorized  and  directed  to  dispose  of  all  i)roperty  owned  by  this 
Grand  Lodge,  including  grounds,  ouildings  and  attachments  pertain- 
ing to  St.  John's  College,  and  all  other  property  owned  bv  this  Grand 
Lodge  and  included  in  "Masonic  Addition  to  the  City  of  Little  Bock,'* 
on  the  best  and  mr»st  favorable  terms  that  can  bo  obtained ;  and,  with 
the  proceeds  thereof,  purchase  a  lot  or  lots  in  the  business  portion  of 
the  city,  and  cause  to  be  erected  thereon  a  Masonic  Temple,  to  be 
owned  and  controlled  by  this  Grand  Body  as  St.  John's  College  prop- 
erty is  now. 

This  has  been  the  fate  of  almost  all  efforts  in  this  direction  made 
by  Grand  Lodges.  Kentucky  has,  however,  displayed  enough  pluck, 
enoTffy  and  determination  to  have  placed  her  venture  for  a  Masonio 
Widows'  and  Orphans'  Home  beyond  peradventure.  North  Carolina 
is  striving  nobly  in  the  same  direction,  and  California  has  perfected 
her  plan,  and  luay  reasonably  be  expected  to  succeed.  Alabama  is 
mo>'iug  in  tho  same  direction  and  may  her  efforts  not  meet  with  the 
fate  of  St.  John's  College. 

We  find  the  Grand  Lodge  sitting  as  a  court  for  the  trial  of  P.  Dist. 
Dop.  G.  Master,  R.  C.  Armstrong,  whom  they  expelled  from  all  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  masonry. 

The  Committee  on  Masonic  Law  and  Usage  are  greatly  averse  to 
Lodges  applying  for  relief  except  under  the  sanction  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  or  Grand  blaster. 

From  the  address  of  the  Grand  Orator,  Bro.  W.  H.  H.  Clayton,  we 
take  tho  following  extract : 

Thoro  is  not  a  lesson  taught  by  Masonry:  there  is  not  a  sentence  in 
all  its  ritualism;  there  is  not  a  symbol  in  all  it^s  symbolism,  but  teaches 
the  important  lesson  that  man  should  curb  his  passions,  restrain  his 
desires,  and  cultivate  the  moral  virtues.  The  warfare  she  has  waged 
has  been  one  against  vice  and  immorality;  in  this  contest  she  tiikes 
no  half-way  ground.  Nor  does  she  permit  any  Philistine  Delilah  to 
dally  with  Ler  locks.  She  champions  all  the  moral  virtues.  She  sets 
up  no  particular  one  on  her  altar.  She  has  no  idol  in  her  sanctuary, 
but  from  all  that  is  good,  and  pure,  and  beautiful,  she  gathers  her 
material,  and  with  it  erects  a  magniticent  temple,  which  she  names 
\ivUu^,  in  \\n  s(nir{nm  sandornm.  Hume  waits  around  the  altar,  the 
incense  of  >»rothorly  love  and  affection  there  burneth  night  and  day, 
the  sacrifice  of  mutual  ft>rgiveness  and  forbearance  is  there  offered 
U]>:  and  the  Spirit  of  Masonry,  in  its  scairch  for  wisdom,  flies  through 
the  windows,  and  from  tlio  vast  domain  of  the  universe  gathers  ma- 
terial for  her  book  of  kno\vledg«».  Soaring  to  the  skies  and  ambling 
among  the  planets,  she  gathers  the  glories  of  the  sun,  the  moon  and 
the  stars,   and  enfolds  them  in  the  comet's  fier^'  toil;  descending  she 

(0) 
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gnatches  the  colors  of  the  bow;  rioting  on  the  mountain  height,  she 
clips  a  sprig  of  acacia;  at  its  base  she  makes  friends  with  the  bee,  and 
from  its  rock-bosom  gathers  the  hidden  mysteries  of  ^[other  Earth. 
From  the  forgo  of  the  smith  she  takes  charcoal,  and  from  the  field  of 
the  farmer  reaps  a  sheaf  of  wheat,  wliich  she  hangs  over  the  Water- 
ford.  Delving  into  the  mechanics,  the  arts,  sciences  and  metaphys- 
ics, she  gleans  the  wisdom  of  them  all.  With  her  sword  she  cleaves 
open  the  breast  of  man,  to  view  his  naked  heart.  Then  pausing 
awhile  to  drop  a  tear  on  his  coffin,  she  takes  up  a  setting  maul  and 
a  spade,  which  lie  dose  by,  and  with  tender  hands  plants  her  sprig  of 
acacia  at  the  head  of  his  grave.  Then  taking  a  Bible  from  an  altar, 
she  only  stops  to  chat  awhile  with  Old  Father  Time,  with  his  scythe 
and  hour-glass,  who  is  engrossed  in  unfolding  the  ringlets  of  a  vir- 
gin's hair,  as  she  stands  weeping  over  a  broken  column.  Then, 
amidst  the  strains  of  delicious  music,  she  returns,  and  brings  with 
her  a  well  woven  and  systematic  symbolism  by  which  she  teaches  the 
most  exalted  morality.  Extending  her  maternal  arms,  she  gathers 
her  children  to  her  bosom,  and  leads  them  to  her  altar,  where,  on 
bended  knee,  she  pledges  them  to  faithful  brotherhood,  and  binds 
them  together  with  cords  of  steel,  and  to  their  keeping  commits  the 
honor  and  integrity  of  the  Order,  demanding  all  the  while  that  her 
sacred  retreat  shall  not  be  polluted,  nor  her  fair  name  tarnished  by 
the  unhallowed  presence  of  the  vcious. 

We  have,  my  brothers,  committed  to  our  care  a  sacred  trust.  It  is 
ours  to  preserve  the  honor,  and  maintain  the  ancient  purity  of  the 
Order  ;  and  how  can  this  be  done?  Is  it  by  admitting  men  to  the 
bosom  of  the  Fraternity  who  live  and  breathe  in  a  moral  atmosphere 
of  vice?  Or  even  by  admitting  men  of  doubtful  character?  I  would 
always  give  the  benefit  of  the  doubt  in  favor  of  the  welfare  of  the 
Order,  and  refuse  to  admit  any  save  men  of  unblemished  character. 

Again.  *^*  Masonry  is  a  sensitive  plant,  but  touch  it  with  the  hand 
of  dishonor  and  it  withers  at  once."     •     •     • 

It  is  like  a  lovely  woman  crowned  with  the  chaste  and  glorious 
diadem  of  her  \'irtuo— a  happy  cre^iture  of  beauty  ;  **a  joy  forever  :" 
"the  last,  host  gift  to  man  ;"  but,  let  her  coronal  of  virtue  but  fall 
from  her  fair  brow,  and  she  becomes  at  once  a  blasted,  blighted  and 
withered  thing,  abhored  by  women  and  scorned  by  men. 

Masonrv'  is  a  giant,  but  the  huge  body  of  a  giant  may  be  weakened, 
and  his  strong  arm  paralyzed,  by  the  use  of  noxious  food.  Ma.sc>nry, 
in  parts  of  Arkansas,  I  fear,  is  being  badly  fed. 

The  oration  was  a  beautiful  one  inculcating  virtue  as  the  basis  of 
all  happiness  and  the  foundation  of  Masonic  success. 

While  the  (Jrand  Lodge  with  near  $5(K)0  in  its  treasurj*  ordered  the 
sale  of  the  St.  John's  College  property  it  adopted  a  resolution  of  en- 
quiry into  the  **  expediency  of  ijirrcttsin/j  the  mntmM  of  prr  »//'/i/i." 

No  report  on  correspondence. 

Bro.  Logan  H.  Roots,  M.  W\  Grand  Master. 

Bro.  Fay  Hempstca<l,  Grand  Secretary. 
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CALIFORNIA. 

We  havo  bi»foro  ns  a  volume  of  some  (>00  pages  containing  the  pro* 
ceediugs  of  the  thirty-third  annual  commnnication  of  the  Gnind 
Lodge  of  California,  held  on  10th.  October,  188*2,  under  the  Buper- 
vision  of  M.  W .  Clay  Webster  Taylor,  (4^rand  Master,  ^ith  represen- 
tatives from  77  chartered  Lodges  present.  This  jurisdiction  rouprises 
163  Lodges  with  a  membership  of  12,881,  there  having  been  an  in- 
crease during  the  year  of  -171. 

The  (THind  Master  reported  having  arrested  the  charter  of  a  Lodgo 
for  violation  of  the  edicts  of  the  (irand  Lodgo,  and  subsequent  con- 
tumacy. 

We  commond  the  following  extract  from  the  report  of  Grand  Sec- 
retary, Abell,  t()  the  thoughtful  consideration  of  the  Masters  and 
Secretaries  of  the  various  Lodges  of  Alabama,  with  the  admonition 
**go  thou  and  do  likewise." 

Again  it  is  pleasant  t^)  be  enable  to  say,  as  has  been  said,  in  effect, 
during  some  twenty  years  past,  that,  for  the  fiscal  year  now  reported, 
the  annual  r«>ports  of  all  the  Lodges  in  this  jurisdiction  have  been 
received,  and  that  all  their  dues  have  been  paid  in  full.  There  has 
been,  of  course,  as  there  must  necessarily  always  be,  much  corres- 
pondence relative  to  many  reports,  which,  at  their  first  presentation, 
exhibited  (errors  reciuiring  correction.  All  those  have  been  corrected, 
and  thus  the  history  and  st/ilu.s  of  every  Mason  borne  upon  the  rolls 
of  all  the  Lodges  of  our  jurisdicticm  is  plainly  and  correctly  of  record 
in  the  tih-s  of  this  office.  No  Lodge  owes  a  dollar  to  the  Grand  Lodge, 
and  it  is  gratifying  to  add  that  the  reports  were  transmitted  this  year 
with  a  promptitude  greater  even  than  over  before. 

The  grand  Lcturer  says  : 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  instances,  hereafter  to  be  alluded  to, 
the  Lodges  in  «jur  jurisdiction  are  progressing  prosperously  and  har- 
moniously. Uniformity  in  the  Ritual  is  generally  preserved,  and  the 
otticers  hiive  been  more  than  usually  desirous  to  acquire  proficiency 
in  the  work. 

And  of  the  many  quasi  secret  societies  as  they  are  termed  by  one 
of  the  inspectors  in  his  report,  the  same  reporter  says  : 

It  is  true  that  the  tendency  of  the  period  is  to  tho  organization  of 
so  called  '*£r:ittrnal  societies,''  principally  upon  a  life  insurance  basis, 
but,  while  th^'se  may  for  a  time  attract  attention  by  their  novelty, 
there  is  no  dj-nger  that  they  will  every  permanently  affect  the  growth, 
progress,  or  interest,  of  Masonry. 

This  iurisdicti«»n  is  divided  into  various  "inspection  districts," 
over  which  the  (xrand  Master  ai)points  an  inspector,  whose  duty  it  is 
to  visit  each  Lodge  in  his  district  once  each  your,  and  report  to  the 
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Grand  Master  and  Grand  Lecturer  the  condition  of  the  Lodge  as  to 
every  thing  pertaining  to  its  business  ;  its  books,  how  kept  ;  its 
financial  condition  ;  the  qualification  of  its  ofiicers  &c.f  &:c.  Before 
a  master  elect  can  be  installed  he  must  hold  the  certificate  of  the  in- 
spector as  to  his  qualifications.  With  this  knowledge  we  are  not 
surprised  at  the  rapid  gro^^-th  of  ^lasonry  there,  nor  that  very  many 
thousands  of  dollars  are  yearly  expended  by  their  relief  associations 
in  the  noble  and  truly  masonic  work  of  charity.  The  profane  seeing 
their  good  works  feel  that  it  is  good  to  be  of  them.  **  By  their  fruits 
shall  ye  know  them." 

In  relation  to  the  action  of  the  Grand  Master  in  arresting  the  char- 
ter of  the  Lodge  afore  mentioned,  the  committee  on  the  address 
report  entire  endorsement  and  the  Grand  Lodge  approve,  and  in  so 
doing  the  committee  lay  down  certain  indis|ru table  propositions  as 
follows.  Indeed,  those  laws  are  best  which  are  most  rigidly  a<lmini8- 
tered . 

Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  all  infringements  of  Ma- 
sonic Law  should  be  dealt  with  peremptorily.  If  minor  infractions 
of  that  law  go  unnoticed  it  M-ill  lead  eventually  to  gross  violfttions, 
and  soon  all  will  be  discord  and  confusion.  The  dignity  of  Masonry 
should  be  preserved  in  all  particulars,  and  it  is  ditticult  to  compre- 
hend how  the  Grand  Master,  with  this  essential  in  view,  could  have 
acted  otherwise  in  the  premises. 

The  proceedings  contain  the  usual  but  truly  cl(i{]aent  and  original 
oration  of  our  Kev.  and  W.  Bro.  Thos.  H.  B.  Anderson,  I).  D.  We 
extract  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  application  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  New  South  Wales  for  recognition  for  the  enli}j:htenment  of 
our  brethren  ;  for,  although  recognition  has  been  accorded  to  it  by 
our  Grand  Lodge,  yet  we  cannot  help  the  thought  that  this  action  was 
hasty,  and  not  in  harmony  with  our  relations  to  the  Grand  Lodges  of 
England  and  Scotland.     This  is  our  individual  opinion. 

5th.  Because,  while  the  Lodges  under  the  En«,'lish  Constitution 
have  not  as  yet  given  in  their  allegiiuce  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New 
South  Wales,  it  is  solely  to  be  uttribnted  to  the  fact  that  the  District 
Grand  Master  of  the  English  Constitution  li(;re  has  jirnhibitcd  them 
from  so  doing  under  the  penalty  of  suspension  and  expulsion  : 

6th.  Because,  prior  to  the  erection  of  the  Grand  L«>dge  of  New 
South  Wales,  this  territory-  was  Masonically  unoccupied,  and,  as  the 
erection  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales  was  «'ff«-cted  by 
thirteen  Masonic  L(Mlge8,  and  every  Lxlgr  in  the  tt-rritory  had  dnc 
and  timely  notice,  and  every  step  was  taken  in  a  just  and  lawful  man- 
ner, tin-  erection  of  the  Clrand  Lo(l.L,'e  of  N«w  South  Wales  was  lawful 
and  conse'iueutly  it  is  entitled  to  recognition. 

I  claim,  tm  behalf  of  the  (irand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales,  that 
the  only  points  on  which  your  Most  Worshipful  Bo<ly  can  decide 
are— 
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1st.  Thnt  prior  to  its  erection  this  territory  was  neutral  and  un- 
occupied :  and 

2d.  That  since  the  erection  of  the  Orand  Lodge  of  New  South 
Wales  it  is  the  only  body  entitled  to  sovereignty  in  this  territory. 

This  letter  of  the  Grand  Mtister  does  not  state  the  claim  of  juris- 
diction on  the  part  of  his  Grand  Lodge  as  broadly  as  we  understood 
it  to  be  in  fact,  nor  as  broadly  as  it  was  stated  by  him  in  his  address 
made  im mediatory  after  his  iirst  installation.  That  claim,  as  we  un- 
derstand it,  is,  that  the  New  Grand  Lodge,  upon  its  establishment, 
was  entitled  to  and  had  absolute  and  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  all  the 
territory  of  the  colony  of  New  South  Wales,  and  over  all  Masonio 
Lodp^es  and  Masons  within  that  territory  ;  that  all  Lodges  previously 
establishud  by  other  Grand  Bodies  therein  must  surrender  their  old 
charters  or  warrants  and  take  out  new  ones  from  it ;  and  that  no 
other  Grand  Lodge  could  lawfully  grant  a  charter  or  dispensation  for 
a  new  L()d<^o  there,  or  maintain  the  Lodges  prenouslv  established  by 
it  there,  oven  if  they  should  desire  to  retain  their  charters  and  oon- 
tinuo  their  allcgianco. 

In  the  UuitcHl  States  the  rule  is  well  settled  that  a  Grand  Lodge 
may  be  formed  in  every  State  and  in  every  Territory' organized  by  the 
general  government,  whenever  three  or  more  chartered  Lodges  estab- 
lished there  unite  in  its  formation  ;  and  that,  when  established,  its 
jurisdiction  is  exclusive,  and  all  Lodges  previously  established,  though 
not  participating  in  its  formation,  must  forthwith  surrender  their 
old  charters  and  receive  new  ones  from  the  new  Grand  Lodge.  Here, 
we  recognize  the  Grand  Lodge  of  a  State  or  Territory  as  having  abso- 
lute control,  within  its  territr>rial  jurisdiction,  of  the  first  three  de- 
grees of  Masonry  by  whatever  rite  they  may  be  conferred.  But  we 
do  not  understand  that  this  rule  has  beea  settled  or  recognized  else- 
where, or  that  it  has  become  a  general  law  of  Masonry.  In  Germany 
there  are  several  Grand  Lodges  exercising  concurrent  jurisdiction. 
In  France  there  is  a  Grand  Orient  practicing  what  is  known  as  the 
French  Rite,  and  a  Supreme  Council  practicing  the  Scottish  Rite, 
and  these  exercise  concurrent  jurisdiction  in  the  republic  and  its  de- 

£eudencies      In  Hungary  there  is  a  Supreme  Council  and  a  Grand 
lodge  exercising  concurrent  jurisdiction. 

The  Grand  Lodges  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  have  steadily 
refused  to  recognize  the  rule,  and,  whenever  a  Grand  Lodge  has  been 
establishe'l  in  any  Province  in  the  British  Empire  where  these  Grand 
Lodges  or  either  of  them  had  previously  established  Lodges,  they 
have  refused  to  acknowledge  the  newly  established  Grand  Lodge  ex- 
cept upon  condition  that  their  subordinate  Lodges  should  be  allowed 
to  maint^iin  their  allegiance  and  continue  their  work  under  their  old 
charters  without  interference  so  long  as  they  should  desire  so  to  do. 
It  was  so  in  the  casu  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  and  in  the  cases 
of  the  oth(;r  Grand  Lodges  of  the  Provinces  of  the  Dominion  of  Can- 
ada. The  Grand  Lodge  of  England  still  maintains  Lodges  in  the 
Province  of  Ontario  and  in  the  Province  of  Quebec.  The  Grand 
Lodge  of  ('anada  finally  assented  to  the  condition  and  was  recognized. 
The  Grand  Lod^o  of  Quebec  refused  to  assent,  and  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  En-^land  has  thus  far  refused  to  recognize  it.  The  Grand  Lodge 
of  Scotland  gavo  a  recognition  which,  however,  was  soon  revoked 
because,  immediately  upon  its  being  given,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Que- 
bec insisted  that  by  the  act  of  recognition  it  surrendered  its  right  to 


70  APPENDIX.  [1883. 

maintain  the  Lodge  Elgin,  in  Montreal,  which  had  continued  and 
desired  to  continue  its  allegiance  to  the  mother  Grand  Lodge.  It  is 
not  at  all  probable  therefore  that  either  the  Grand  Lodges  of  England 
or  Scotland  will  recede  from  the  position  which  they  have  so  long 
maintained  in  respect  to  their  right  to  maintain  the  Lodgers  estab- 
lished by  them  in  the  colony  of  Xew  South  Wales  prior  to  the  estab- 
lishment there  of  the  (Jrand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales.  The  rule 
is  one  of  modern  origin,  was  unknown  to  the  ancient  constitutions, 
is  fully  recognized  by  all  (Jrand  Lodges  in  the  United  Suites,  and  is 
claimed  by  all  the  Grand  Lodges  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada  and  by 
the  Grancl  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales  ;  but  it  is  not  claimed  or  recog- 
nized elsewhere,  so  far  as  your  committee  know.  We  have  found  it  a 
convenient  and  wholesome  rule,  and  for  us  and  our  territory  it  has 
become  the  law  ;  yet,  recognizing  as  we  do  the  fact  that  this  law  is 
local  and  not  univers^il,  we  cannot  insist  upon  its  adoption  or  observ- 
ance except  in  our  own  country. 

The  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  is  exclusive  over 
England  and  "Wales,  that  of  Scotland  exclusive  over  Scotland,  and 
that  of  Ireland  over  Ireland  ;  but  over  e\ery  other  portion  of  the 
British  Dominions  these  three  Grand  Lodges  have  claimed  and  exer- 
cised a  concurrent  jurisdiction,  each  establishing  Lodges  and  District 
or  Provincial  Grand  Lodges  at  its  pleiisure  ;  and  they  have  always 
insisted  on  the  right  to  luaintain  and  control  such  Lodges  so  long  as 
the  country  in  which  they  were  established  continued  its  allegiance 
to  the  L^ritish  Government. 

Prior  to  1855  these  (xrand  Lodges  had  established  more  than  sixty 
Lodges  in  the  two  Provinces  of  Canada.  In  October  of  that  year 
forty-one  of  those  Lodges  met  in  convention,  without  the  consent  or 
permission  of  the  (irand  Lodges  to  which  they  owed  allegiance,  and 
formed  the  (irand  Lodge  of  Canada.  That  was  an  act  of  rebellion, 
though  justitied,  as  was  thought  by  the  ^Ijisons  who  participated  in 
it,  bj'  the  great  grievances  and  wrongs  to  which  they  had  been  sub- 
jected. The  new  Grand  Lodge  asserted  absolute  dominion  over  all 
the  Canadas,  and  asked  recognition  and  support  in  the  enforcement 
of  that  claim.  In  185G  the  circular  of  that  Grand  Lodge  was  referred 
in  this  Grand  Lodge  to  a  special  committee  of  whicli  Past  (irand 
Master  Curtis  was  the  chairman,  who,  on  behalf  of  his  committee,  pre- 
sented an  able  report  reviewing  the  claims  and  rights  of  the  parties, 
and  concluding  with  the  recommf;ndation,  which  was  adopted,  that 
no  action  be  taken  bv  our  Grand  Lo<l)'0. 

In  1857  the  Provincial  Grand  Lodge  of  Upp^r  Canada  renounced 
its  alh'giance  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  and  foriued  the  *'.\n- 
cient  Grand  Lod^e  of  Canada."  The  next  year,  1S")S,  the  '*  .\ncient 
Gramd  Lodge  of  ('anada"  united  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada. 
In  1S5'.'  a  compromise  was  etlccted  between  the  (Jraiid  Lodge  of  Eng- 
land and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canarhi  by  which  it  was  ai^reed  that  the 
Lodg'*s  at  tliat  time  holding  charters  from  the  Gran«l  Lo  li^es  of  Eng- 
land and  Scotland  should  b<  allo\v:d  to  continue  t]i<ir  w  »rk  and  their 
allegiance  s«i  lon^  a-?  they  slmnld  desire  to  <1>  s  >.  I*p(»n  the  consum- 
mation of  that  a4rf';m«'nt  th«*  ( rraml  L  )dgt'  of  Canada  was  recognized 
by  the  Grand  Lod^'e  of  KnL,'liind. 

This  Grand  Lodge  declined  to  recognize  the  Grand  Lod^e  of  Canada 
until  it  had  bettn  recognized  by  tho  motlier  <irand  T^odgf.  and  it  was 
not  till  lx5H  that  recognition  was  (.'xtended  to  it.  Tlie  same  rule  was 
followed  in  ciise  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Manitoba  and  Prince  Edward 
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iBland  in  1875.  In  the  case  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec,  however, 
thiH  (Trand  Lodge  unwiHely,  as  the  majority  of  this  committee  then 
thonght,  disregarded  the  rule  wliich  it  had  previonsly  and  has  since 
observed  ^'ith  regard  to  this  question.  That  Grand  Lodge  has 
rofuHod  to  accept  recognition  upon  the  same  terms  as  were  agreed 
upon  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada,  and  has  not  yet  been  recog- 
nizod  by  either  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  or  of  Ireland. 

These  Grand  Lodges  seem  to  us  to  have  acted  liberally  as  well  as 
justly  t4>wurds  the  Grand  Lodges  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  con- 
senting, as  th(\y  did,  that  so  many  of  their  subordinates  as  should  de- 
sire it  might  transfer  their  allegiance  to  the  newly  established  Grand 
Lodge,  but  insisting  u{K)n  protecting  such  of  them  as  should  desire 
to  continue  in  obedience  to  the  Grand  Lodge  from  which  they  had 
received  th<nr  charters.  We  presume  that  tnose  Grand  Lodges  would 
now  choerfiUly  assent  to  a  like  arrangement  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
New  South  Wales,  and,  as  we  look  at  the  matter,  that  is  all  that  the 
Grand  Lo<lge  of  New  South  Wales  ought  to  expect  or  ask.  It  is  now 
a  prosi)erou8  (irand  Lodge.  At  the  date  of  the  last  report  before 
us,  June,  iHiil,  the  number  of  Lodges  upon  its  register  was  twenty- 
eight,  and  it  had  very  nearly  perfected  arrangements  for  the  con- 
struction in  the  city  of  Sydney  of  a  Masonic  Temple  to  cost  not  less 
than  $100,(MM).  The  Ma.sons  of  its  obedience  are  evidently  most  zeal- 
ous and  generous  in  the  good  work  before  them  to  do,  and  we  trust 
that  it  will,  as  wn  think  it  may  within  the  coming  year,  effect  a  com- 
promise with  the  mother  (rrand  Lodges  which  shall  be  alike  honora- 
ble and  satisfactory  io  it  and  them.  Whenever  that  shall  be  effected 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  CaUfornia  will  be  most  happy  to  give  to  the  new 
Grand  Lodge  a  formal  recognition  and  most  cordial  welcome.  Your 
committee  recommend  that  no  action  in  the  matter  be  taken  at  this 
time. 

Brother  Clay  Webster  Taylor,  Grand  Master. 

Brother  ^Uex.  G.  Abell,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  William  H.  Hill  made  the  review  of  the  proceedings  of 
foreign  Grand  Lodges,  among  which  we  find  Alabama  for  1881  receiv- 
ing very  full  notice.  This  report  covers  138  closely  printed  pages. 
This  was  his  thirteenth  and  his  last.  From  it  we  learn  much  of  for- 
eign Grand  Lodges  whose  proceedings  never  reach  us,  but  we  have 
already  exceeded  our  limit.  We  then  bid  our  brother  a  reluctant 
farewell  and  wish  that  his  days  may  be  long  in  the  land  of  the  living, 
and  his  paths  be  paths  of  peace. 

COLORADO. 

The  Twenty-second  Annual  Communication  was  held  on  Septem- 
ber l*.)th,  1882,  with  Brother  Robert  A.  Quillian,  Grand  Master,  pre- 
siding, and  representatives  from  35  Lodges. 

The  total  number  of  Lodges  chartered  is  43  ;  membership,  2,462  ; 
gain  during  the  year,  327. 

The  Grand  Master  s  address  pertains  only  to  matters  of  local  in- 
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terest  in  a  straight  forward  manly  style,  and  his  decisions  accord 
with  our  own. 

The  finances  of  the  Grand  Lodge  are  in  a  prosperous  condition . 

Fraternal  greeting  and  a  cordial  welcome  was  extended  to  the  young 
Grand  Lodge  of  Arizona. 

Five  Lodges  were  chartered  at  this  communication. 

Frank  Church,  Grand  Master. 

Ed.  C.  Parmelee,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  La\n:ence  N.  Greenleaf  made  the  report  on  Correspond- 
ence, and  among  the  proceedings  reviewed  we  find  those  of  Alabama 
for  1881,  which  he  treats  fraternally.  We  find  that  he  no  more  ap- 
proves the  decision  of  our  Grand  Master  Tompkins  than  we  ourself 
did  when  sitting  with  the  committee  on  jurisprudence.  It  is  as 
follows  : 

The  Secretary  of  a  lodge  should  not  receive  from  a  member  who  is 
indebted  to  the  lodge  for  two  years'  dues,  without  the  consent  of  the 
lodge,  a  portion  of  his  dues  :  and  a  lodge  should  seldom  if  ever  con- 
sent to  such  a  payment :  to  do  so  would  be  to  encourage  members  in 
suffering  their  dues  to  be  in  arrears  ;  but  there  may  be  exceptional 
cases,  in  which  the  lodge  would  be  justified  in  consenting  to  such 
payments. 

Too  much  finance  and  too  little  charity  are  embodied  in  the  above. 

• 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 

Wo  have  before  us  the  proceedings  of  the  Eleventh  Annual  Com- 
munication of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  far  otf  British  Columbia,  GnmJ 
Master  C.  M.  Chambers,  presiding,  \i'ith  representatives  from  5  sub- 
ordinates. 

There  are  7  Lodges  with  a  membership  of  295 ;  loss  during  the 
year,  9. 

The  Grand  Master,  however,  sees  a  brighter  day  dawning  for  the 
Craft,  as  the  country  is  now  being  put  into  communication  with  the 
outer  world  by  railroads,  the  groat  improver  and  civilizer.  Our 
brethren  there  arc,  however,  zealous  and  active  in  their  charities, 
which  is  the  grand  object  of  Masonry. 

At  this  communication  many  motions  were  made  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Lodges,  and  if  the  foUo^^ing  which  we  extract  had  been 
adopted  and  the  brethren  had  been  found  willing  to  uc-t  on  them,  the 
Lodges  in  that  country  would  have  become  the  brightest  in  the  world; 
but  we  fear  the  moaaures  would  have  proved  mill-stones  about  the 
necks  of  the  Lodges  rather  than  advantageous.  They  were  rejected 
by  the  Grand  Lodge  : 

No  brother  shall  be  eligible  to  the  ofiice  of  Deacon  in  a  Subordinate 
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Lodge,  nntil  he  is  competent  to  confer  the  Entered  Apprentice  Degree. 

No  brother  shall  be  eligible  to  be  a  Warden  until  he  has  served  a 
term  as  Deacon,  and  able  to  confer  the  Entered  Apprentice  ax^d 
Fellow  Craft  Degrees. 

No  brother  shall  bo  eligible  for  Worshipful  Master  until  he  has 
served  a  term  as  Warden,  and  able  to  confer  the  Entered  Apprentice, 
Fellow  Craft,  and  Master  Mason  Degrees,  and  deliver  all  the  lectures  ; 
except  in  case  of  new  Lodges,  or  by  special  dispensation  of  the  &[.  W. 
Grand  Master. 

Examinations  as  to  proficiency  are  to  be  held  in  the  presence  of  a 
Board  of  Post  Mastors,  appointed  by  the  respective  Lodges,  previous 
to  the  annual  election. 

Page  84,  after  Section  13,  odd  the  following  new  section  : 

No  brother  raised  to  the  Third  Degree  shall  be  allowed  to  exercise 
the  privileges  of  a  Master  Mason,  nor  will  he  be  considered  or  per- 
mitted to  be  a  member  of  his  Lodge  until  he  has  proved,  by  examina- 
tion in  open  Lodge,  his  proficiency  in  the  degree. 

The  Committee  made  a  short  report  on  Correspondence,  reviewing 
such  i>roceedings  as  had  come  to  hand,  but  we  do  not  find  ours 
among  them. 

Henry  Brown,  Grand  Master. 

Edgar  Crow  Baker,  Grand  Secretary. 

CONNECTICUT. 

The  Ninety-fifth  Annual  .Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was 
held  on  the  17th  January,  1883,  under  the  supervision  of  James  Mc- 
Cormick,  Grand  Master,  with  representatives  from  111  Lodges,  there 
being  only  112  \vithin  the  jurisdiction.  Total  membership,  14,739 ; 
gain  during  the  year,  202. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form,  and  the  following 
hymn  written  for  the  occasion  by  Brother  J.  H.  Beale,  was  sung  : 

God's  bright  eternal  sttirs  have  kept 
Their  faithful  watch  to  guard  our  feet ; 

His  loving  eye  hath  never  slept 
Till  here  in  peace  we  meet. 

The  circling  months  have  filled  the  veor 
With  countless  blessings  as  they  ded, 

While  once  again  the  craft  appear 
By  his  great  love  and  wisdom  led. 

With  joy  we  gather  'round  our  shrine 

To  pledge  each  sacred  vow  anew  ; 
And  hail  the  liglit  that  e'er  will  shine, 

Wlujse  bn?aking  cloud-rifts  show  the  blue. 

Then  as  our  suns  move  to  the  west    . 

May  all  who  meet  together  here. 
With  honor  pass  the  final  test 

And  there  as  living  stones  appear. 
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The  condition  of  the  several  Lodges  is  good,  bnt  the  Grand  Master 
thinks  it  is  an  error  to  increase  the  number  of  Lodges,  thereby 
diminishing  the  jurisdiction  and  thus  providing  two  or  three  more 
weak  Lodges  in  lieu  of  one  strong  and  vigorous  one. 

Our  brethren  in  Connecticut  have  for  some  years  been  making  an 
effort  to  establish  a  large  masonic  charity  fund,  trusting,  however, 
entirely  to  the  voluntary  contributions  of  the  l)rethren.  As  an  effort 
in  the  same  direction  is  being  made  by  our  Grand  Lodge,  we  copy  a 
large  part  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  this  subject.  There  are 
over  8,000  affiliated  Masons  in  Alabama.  If  $100,000  would  accom- 
plish the  object,  and  this  was  to  be  raised  in  five  years,  this  would 
require  the  paymant  each  year  by  each  member  of  only  $2.50.  Can- 
not each  Lodge  be  induced  to  pay  for  each  member  his  quota  and 
collect  from  each  one  ? 

An  analysis  of  this  report  will  bring  to  light  some  interesting  and 
rather  surprising  facts. 

Your  commissionerH  felt  assured,  that  their  letter  of  instruction  to 
the  several  Worshipful  Masters  in  the  jurisdiction  was  so  explicit,  that 
mistake  as  to  the  manner  of  procedure  was  impossible.  It  will  be 
noticed  that  in  18  lodges  only,  has  the  plan  proposed  been  carried  out, 
and  the  amount  contributed  by  them  $1,020.02.  The  number  of 
brethren  contributing  this  amount  is  4'.)o,  an  average  of  $2.35  each. 
An  equal  offering  from  each  affihated  mason  in  the  jurisdiction  would 
place  to  the  credit  of  the  **Home"  fund,  the  ver>'  creditable  sum  of 
nearly  or  quite  $35,(>00.  Again,  the  aggrtgnte  membership  of  these 
lodge's  is  2,182,  the  amount  contributed  $1,020.00,  an  average  of  20 
cents  each.  A  like  offenng  from  each  alhliuted  mason  in  the  juris- 
diction would  realize  for  the  "Home'  $2,U22.40.  Does  any  brother 
presume  to  question  the  ability  of  each  and  every  affiliHted 'mason  in 
this  jurisdiction  to  contribute  for  this  object  such  an  amount?  The 
balance  of  the  amount  reported  by  the  (Trmid  Seoretarj-,  has  bepn do- 
nated by  31  lodges,  and  is  the  amount  received  from  their  several  an- 
nual collecti(ms,  taken  in  conformity  to  permanent  resolution  No.  42. 

It  will  be  reiiiemberod  that  this  resolution  wtis  repealed  at  the  last 
annual  communication  of  this  Grend  Body —and  yet  more  thtm  a  score 
of  the  lodges  in  the  jurisdiction  seem  to  have  f(^rgotten  the  fact. 

It  is  not  the  purpose  of  this  paper  to  encpiire  why  so  many  of  the 
lodges  in  the  jurisdicti<m  have  failed  to  respond  to  the  appeal  of  your 
commissioners,  and  in  fact  failed  to  ext<  nd  them  the  degree  of  re- 
spect dae  a  commission  of  this  M.  W.  (irand  Body,  but  rather  to  be 
able  to  present  this  mutter  of  charity  in  such  a  light  that  the  objec- 
tions urged  may  be  overcome. 

And  here  it  should  be  said,  that  during  the  year  your  commission- 
ers have  been  in  receipt  of  a  liberal  corresj>ondeiice  the  tenor  t»f 
which,  in  substance  is,  that  when  a  more  definite  plan  of  action  is  an- 
nounced, a  ch<*erful  r«-spons<^  will  follow. 

.  Y«)ur  c«miiiiissioners  having  invt-stigated  to  some  extent  the  practi- 
cal charitable  work  being  doin'  in  other  jurisdictions,  are  tree  to  ad- 
mit, that  their  views  ais  to  the  most  judicious  course  to  follow  in  our 
own  jurisdiction,  have  been  to  a  considerable  extent  modified.     They 
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realize  the  fact,  that  there  are  a  large  number  of  aged  masons  in  the 
jurisdiction  of  this  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge,  who  are  not  being  cared  for 
as  they  should  be. 

They  are  further  aware  that  indiWdual  lodges,  in  some  instances, 
plead  iuiibilit}'  to  re8i>ond  to  appeals  for  aid — because  of  sick  and 
ne(  dy  brethren  at  home  -when,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  they  do  not  care 
for  their  sick  and  needy  brethren  at  h(>nie  as  they  should. 

Your  comniissionerH  assume  to  declare,  that  every  contributing  ma- 
son, in  case  of  disability  or  inability  to  provide  for  himself  and  family 
the  needed  comforts  of  life,  has  the  right  not  only  to  expect,  but  to 
demand  the  necessary  assistauee  from  his  lodge. 

Again,  in  the  event  of  failure  of  individuid  lodges  to  properly  care 
for  their  indigent  brethren,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  as- 
sume such  responsibility. 

Tlie  tendency  of  the  present  day  among  all  benevolent  associa- 
tions, whether  secret  or  otherwise,  is  to  more  liberally  provide  for  the 
needy. 

Our  **Great  Light,"  which  must  ever  outshine  every  other  light, 
teaches  that  the  strong  must  help  the  weak — the  knowing  must  teach 
the  ignorant— the  hearing  must  listen  for  those  who  cannot  hear — and 
those  who  am  see,  must  lead  the  blind.  Shall  masons  not  lead  the 
v»in  in  the  progress  toward  a  more  extended  charity  ? 

Preliminary  to  suggesting  a  more  definite  plan  of  action,  your  com- 
missioners deem  it  proper  to  present,  in  brief,  some  facts  that  shall 
impress  the  brethren  of  this  jurisdiction  with  the  magnitude  of  the 
work  of  practical  charity  now  being  done  in  other  Grand  Lodge  juris- 
dictions. 

In  1842  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  founded  the  Royal  Masonic 
Benevolent  Institution  for  Aged  Freemasons  and  Widows  of  Free- 
masons. Since  the  formation  of  the  institution,  531  brethren  and  304 
widows  of  Freeraa.Hons  have  been  elected  annuitants.  The  last  report 
from  this  institution  that  we  have  been  permitted  to  inspect,  shows 
tliat  in  round  numbers,  brethren  and  widows  of  brethren  received  for 
the  year  more  than  $50,(M)0. 

The  Royal  Maisonic  Institution  for  Boys  was  founded  in  1798 — 
though  not  in  practical  operation  as  an  independent  school  until  1857. 
The  total  number  of  boys  who  have  received  the  benefits  of  this  insti- 
tution since  its  foundation  is  1,494.  The  last  report  from  this  insti- 
tution shows  a  total  annual  expenditure  of  about  $5(),00(). 

The  Royal  Masonic  Institution  for  (Jirls  has  an  experience  but  little 
<liffering  from  that  of  the  Institution  for  Boys,  with  an  expenditure 
for  1881  of  about  $40,  (K)0. 

Nearly  or  quite  $150,000  then  is  annually  voluntarily  contributed  by 
the  freemasons  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England 
for  charitable  purposes  as  represented  by  these  three  institutions. 

The  n^port  of  the  Board  of  Bevolence  made  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Canada  at  its  last  communication,  shows  the  distribution  during  the 
year  of  nearly  SO,0(M)  -  to  destitute  widows  and  orphans,  in  amounts 
van.' in  g  from  $2  to  $<)0  each 

The  Wi<lows'  and  Orphans'  Home  of  Kentucky  was  incori)orated  in 
1H07.  Since  its  incorporaticm  it  has  received  nearly  300  beneficiaries. 
The  totfd  disburseiiients  in  the  same  time  have  been  $316,600.  The 
expenses  for  the  last  year  were  $9,345.12.  This  accomplished  by  the 
15,000  masons  of  Kentucky. 

The  masons  of  North  Carolina  sustain  the  Oxford  Orphan  Asylum. 
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The  total  nnmber  of  orphans  admitted  to  December  1,  1881,  was  628. 
The  number  now  being  cared  for  iaf about  150. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  California  is  moving  in  the  direction  of  a 
Widows'  and  Orphans'  Home. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Hampshire  the  same. 

Bo  then,  brethren  of  Connecticut,  the  tide  is  rising,  and  progressive 
masonry  demands  the  practice  of  our  teachings.  Your  commissioners 
recommend  the  immediate  organization  of  a  practical  charity,  and  re- 
spectfulty  submit  the  following  act  of  incorporation  : 

Section  1.  The  follo>*'ing  persons  (insert  directors'  names)  and 
their  successors  in  office,  being  the  board  of  directors  hereinafter  pro- 
vided for,  are  hereby  created  a  corporation,  under  the  laws  of  Con- 
necticut, by  the  name  and  style  of  **The  Masonic  Charity  Foundation 
Fund  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut,"  with  all  the  rights, 
privileges  and  liabilities  of  corporations  for  benevolent  and  charita- 
ble purposes.  Such  corporation  shall  have  the  right  to  take  and  hold, 
by  purchase,  gift,  or  devise,  real  and  personal  estate  not  exceeding 

in  value  the  sum  of  thousand  dollars;  and  to  dispose  of  ana 

convey  the  same  at  pleasure  for  the  purposes  for  which  this  corpora- 
tion is  created.  Such  corporation  shall  be  subject  to  the  direction  of 
the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  masons  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  and 
shall  make  a  report  to  said  Grand  Lodge  at  each  of  its  annual  com- 
munications. 

Sec.  2.  The  object  of  such  corporation  shall  be  to  grant  annuities 
to  indigent  and  decayed  freemasons  and  their  x^idows,  and  providing 
an  asylum  for  the  maintenance  and  education  of  the  orphi^ns  of  de- 
ceased masons,  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  and  such  others  as  may 
be  placed  or  admitted  under  its  charge. 

Sec.  3.  The  affairs  of  said  corporation  shall  be  conducted  by  a 
board  of  eight  directors,  three  of  whom  shall  be  such  ex-offlrio,  and 
five  be  elected  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  masons  of  Connecticut.  The 
ex-officio  directors  shall  be  the  elective  grand  officers  of  said  Grand 
Lodge,  to- wit :  The  Grand  Master,  the  (irand  Treasurer,  and  the 
Grand  Secretary.  The  other  directors  shall  be  chosen  at  such  time 
and  in  such  manner  as  the  said  Grand  Lodge  shall  direct.  Vacancies 
in  the  board  of  directors  during  the  recess  of  the  Grand  Lodge  shall 
be  filled  by  the  Grand  Master  until  the  next  annual  communication 
of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

The  Grand  Master,  for  the  time  being,  shall  be  the  president,  and 
the  Grand  Treasurer  and  Grand  Secretary  shall  be  respectively  the 
Treasurer  and  Secretary  of  the  corporation.  The  board  of  directors 
may  appoint  a  superintendent  and  other  necessary  officers  of  the 
asylum,  and  prescribe  their  duties  and  the  salaries  to  be  paid  for 
their  services.  Tlie  board  of  directors  shall  receive  no  salary  for 
their  services  as  such,  but  their  necessary  traveling  expenses  may  be 
paid,  on  the  order  of  the  Grand  Master,  out  of  the  funds  provided 
for  said  home  or  asylum. 

Sec;.  4.  Tlie  board  of  directors  may  adopt  such  by-laws  and  regu- 
lations, as  mav  be  necessary  for  the  •^jovernment  of  the  asylum  ;  and 
to  carry  out  tlie  puq)ose  of  «:rrantin^^  annuities  ;  and  a  nmjoritv  of 
their  number  sliall  be  a  quorum  for  tho  transaction  of  business. 

Skc.  5.  The  funds  for  carrying  out  the  purp<.)se  ot  granting  annui- 
ties, and  for  the  supj>ort  of  said  asylum  shall  be  derived  from  the 
following  sources,  to-wit :  donations,  beciuests,  interest  on  any  en- 
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dowmont  fnnd  that  may  be  created,  life  inemberBhips  of  one  hundred 
dollars  oacli»  dues  of  honorary  and  regular  members  who  may  con- 
tribute annually  such  sums  as  the  board  of  directors  may  determine, 
such  appropriations  as  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  masons  of  Con- 
nt-oticut  may  from  time  to  time  direct. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  shidl  receive  and  disburse  all  such  money, 
which  shall  be  known  and  desij:fnated  as  the  **  Masonic  Charity 
Foundation  Fun<l."  All  demands  a<j;ainst  such  corporation  or  asylum 
shall  be  audit c-d  by  the  board- of  directors,  and  paid  by  a  warrant  on 
the  Grand  l^easurer  drawn  by  the  Grand  Secretary. 

Sec.  0.  The  board  of  directors  may  make  such  regulations  as  to' 
them  may  seem  proper  and  necessary  for  the  payment  of  annuities 
•  to  aged  and  indigent  nuisons  and  for  the  recepticmof  indigent  widows 
and  orphans  of  deceased  freemasons  and  their  continuance  and  main- 
tainance  in  the  asylum  ;  and  also  for  the  reception  and  care  of  such 
widows  and  orphans  as  are  not  indigent,  upon  the  payment  of  such 
sums  annually  as  they  may  deterndne.  They  shall  also  have  the 
power,  in  their  discretion  to  apprentice  or  bind  out  such  of  the  or- 
phans as  they  may  deem  best  for  the  interest  of  the  children  or  the 
institution.  Parties  receiving  such  children  shall  report  semi- 
annually to  the  superintendent  of  the  Asylum  as  to  the  condition  or 
conduct  of  said  orj^hans. 

ISec".  7.  lentil  such  time  as  a  suitid)le  building  may  be  erected  and 
finishe«l  for  the  use  of  said  asylum,  the  lioard  of  directors  mav  rent 
or  lease  such  building  or  buildings  as  may  be  necessary,  or  may  make 
such  arrangenuaits  as  to  thorn  may  seem  proper,  with  any  asylum  in 
the  State  for  the  care  and  support  of  the  widows  and  orphans  undei 
their  care. 

Your  commissioners  recommend  the  ptwsage  of  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

/iV.«?«*/rf«/,  That  the  Secretary  of  each  and  every  subordinate  lodge 
in  the  jurisdiction  of  the  M.  Vv.  (rrand  Lodge  of  Connecticut  })e  and 
they  are  hereby  required  to  furnish  the  (irand  Secretary;,  a  list  of  the 
number  of  aged  and  indigent  masons,  and  also  the  number  of  needy 
widows  and  oqihans  of  diceased  masons  living  within  their  respective 
jurisdictions  :  said  information  to  be  furnished  on  or  before  the  Ist 
day  of  April  next. 

in  conclusion  your  commissioners  desire  to  sincerely  thank  the 
brethren  (»f  the  juristliction  who  have  cordially  co-operated  with  them 
in  the  effort  during  the  past  year  to  raise  funds  for,  and  created  a 
deeper  interest  in  this  noble  charity. 

Fred.  II.  Waldron,  Grand  Master. 

JoH.  K.  Wheeler,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Wheeler  made  the  report  on  Correspondence,  reviewing 
among  <»ther  proceedings  those  of  Alabanui  for  IWl.  Ho  i)a3's  a  fit- 
ting tribute  to  the  memory  of  our  lamented  brother,  James  Ilervey 
Jtiiner,  whose  n«>l)le  worth  ho  fully  recognizes. 

He  tliiuks  with  us  that  tin-  payment  to  reiu-esentutives  for  attend- 
niLCv  is  ri«»t  ni'i.M:ssiiiy,  and  bfja'^ts  tlmt  Counecticnt  d(»es  not  p»iy.  yet 
is  tHir  (jrand  F^odge  "as  well  rt^pvesouted  as  any  other."  His  boast 
Ls  Well  founded  when  we  see  only  one  missing  out  of  her  112. 
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DAKOTA. 

We  have  before  U8  the  proceedings  of  the  Ninth  Annual  Commnni' 
cation  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  Territory,  held  on  12th  June,  1883. 
M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Oscar  S.  Giflford,  presided,  with  representatives 
from  15  Lodges  present. 

In  this  jurisdiction  there  are  50  Lodges  with  a  membershi])  of  1,533, 
the  increase  during  the  year  being  480. 

The  Lodges  in  this  rugged  und  sparsely  populated  Territory  set  a 
glorious  example  to  many  of  our  older  jurisdictions.  See  what  the 
Grand  Master  says  : 

This  Grand  Annual  Communication  meets  under  the  most  favora- 
ble auspices.  The  condition  of  the  craft  in  this  jurisdiction  is  pros- 
porous  to  a  high  degree,  the  teachings  of  the  Order  are  fully  appre- 
ciated, and  its  growth  and  prosperity  is  keeping  pace  with  the  re- 
markable and  almost  unparalleled  development  of  the  Territory, 
and  I  am  informed  by  the  M.  W.  (Jrand  Secretary  that  everj'  Lodge 
within  the  jurisdiction  has  made  proper  reports,  as  required*  by  our 
regulations.  This  certainly  reflects  credit  upon  those  who  have  in 
charge  the  Lodge  affairs. 

Eighteen  new  Lodges  were  chartered  at  this  communication. 

Brother  Gifford  was  again  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
Chas.  T.  McCoy,  Grand  Secretarj'. 

Brother  Wm.  Blatt  made  the  report  on  Correspondence,  beginning 
it  with  the  quotation  **  Kx  quovis  lifjiut  noujii  .V»tv/r/ii,<j,"  which  he  in- 
geniously translates,  **  Neither  is  every  man  destined  to  be  a  writer." 
Though  this  is  a  very  liberal  ctmstrnetion  and  may  really  be  a 
truism,  we  are  at  a  loss  to  deterujine  whether  he  intended  it  should 
be  applied  to  the  translator,  or  whether  we  should  take  it  as  his 
enunciation  of  a  rule  (to  which  doubtless  there  may  be  exceptions) 
the  result  of  his  exaniintion  of  the  rt»ports  of  others. 

In  reviewing  our's  for  1882  he  pays  a  deserved  tribute  to  our 
lamented  Brother  Beers,  and  kindly  pats  us  on  the  back  by  way  of 
encouragement.  Well,  we  know  we  need  all  we  can  get,  but  we  think 
we  have  been  too  wise  to  expose  any  weak  points  to  the  lances  of  the 
many  of  the  Craft  militant.  These  reports  must  of  necessity  be  long 
and  expensive,  for  this  reason  we  have  endeavored  in  the  reviews 
thus  far  made  to  give  our  br^'tlireii  a  synopsis  of  the  acts  and  opin- 
ions of  others  rather  than  (Mir  own. 

We  ilose  Dakota  with  its  KeporttT's conclusion  : 

With  sincere  regret  we  close  our  report.  The  pn>ceedings  havo 
proved  a  constant  tiow  of  light,  and  likt»  that  of  the  sun,  warms  and 
expands.  Masonic  light  and  iufonnatiou  expands  the  soul,  and 
warms  the  affections  of  our  fellow  man.     To  aid  as  far  as  our  abilitv 
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permits  in  the  diffnsion  of  this  light  is  our  ODly  object.  The  con^ 
BciuusneHS  of  boin^  a  motor  in  its  attainment,  our  sole  reward.  If 
our  liibor  will  but  brinf»  the  desired  result,  we  shall  be  more  than  re- 
paid for  our  labor.  Wo  trust  that  we  have  in  our  report  offended 
none.  It  is  true  that  wo  have  faults,  and  are  likewise  prone  to  error. 
But  as  they  are  those  of  the  head  and  not  the  heart,  we  bespeak  at 
the  hands  of  the  Craft  the  broadest  of  Masonic  charity. 
With  some  misgivings,  but  yet  a  light  heart,  we  say  adieu. 

DELAWARE. 

Little  Delaware  corner  forward  with  the  proceedings  of  its  Seventy- 
sixth  Annual  CJommunication  under  the  supervision  of  M.  W.  Grand 
Master,  Joseph  W.  H.  Watson,  with  representatives  from  21  Lodges, 
being  the  entire  number  composing  the  j\irisdiction.  The  membership 
is  1,350,  there  having  been  an  increase  during  the  year  of  15. 

Of  the  condition  of  the  order,  the  Grand  Master  says  : 

Masonry  in  Delaware  appears  to  bo  in  a  strong  and  healthy  condi- 
tion, building  slowly  with  good  and  valuable  material  that  will  make 
our  structure  not  only  tirm  and  substantial,  but  one  to  whose  beauty 
and  symmetry  we  can  point  with  just  pride.  I  find  much  o*  the  old 
materiid,  which  has  been  a  hindrance  to  our  prosperity  in  the  past, 
is  being  gradually  and  prudently  removed,  and  with  the  continued 
prosperity  of  our  country  our  future  looks  very  bright. 

The  Grand  Lodge  adopted  a  resolution  authorizing  Lodges  in 
neighboring  jurisdictions  to  confer  the  degrees  on  citizens  of  Dela- 
ware, provided  the  candidate's  residence  is  nearer  the  foreign  Lodge 
than  one  in  Delaware  ;  and,  provided  farther,  that  the  foreign  Grand 
Lodge  under  whose  jurisdiction  the  Lodge  is,  shall  extend  the  same 
courtesy  to  the  Lodges  of  Delaware. 

Brother  Jno.  F.  Saulsbury,  was  made  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
Wm.  S.  Hayes,  Grand  Seccotarj'. 

Brother  C  C.  King  made  a  report  as  Chairman  of  the  Correspond- 
ence Committee  for  the  Committee,  furnishing  it  to  the  Grand  Secre- 
tary* after  the  closing  of  Grand  Lodge,  but  as  the  same  had  not  been 
approved  by  the  Committee,  it  was  not  published. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Tlie  8ov(?nty-second  annual  commuDioation  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
was  held  on  November  S,  18S2  ;  M.  W.  Brother  Noble  D.  Lamer, 
(Jrsmd  Master,  presiding,  all  the  Lodges  being  represented.  Within 
this  jurisdiction  are  2,87<r  enrolled  members,  there  having  been  a  gain 
of  71. 

The  Grand  Master  recommended  that  onl}'  one  ballot  should  be 
taken  for  the  three  degrees,  and  in  pressing  bis  views  used  the  fol- 
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lowing  language,  which  we  give  in  fall  as,  doubtless,  this  matter  may 
ere  long  be  brought  to  your  attention,  there  is  such  a  desire  for  con- 
stant change  imbuing  the  minds  of  our  brethren  : 

THE  ONE-BAlJX>T  BULE   RECOMMENDED. 

I  now  desire  to  bring  to  your  attention  a  subject  which  has  been 
claiming  the  attention  of  many  of  us  in  this  jurisdiction  for  a  year  or 
two  past,  and  one  which  I  think  should  be  brought  before  the  Grand 
Lodge  for  its  consideration,  and  I  trust  favorable  action  by  it  on  the 
question.  The  rule  has  been  for  many  years  in  this  jurisdiction  that 
when  an  application  for  the  de«^rees  is  received  by  our  Lodges,  an 
application  must  be  made  for  each  degree  and  a  btillot  taken  on  each. 
iSiis  rule,  I  think,  is  wrong  in  principle,  and  calculated  to  work,  in 
many  instances,  an  injustice  to  the  applicant.     After  giving  this  sub- 

1'ect  careful  consideration,  I  have  been  led  to  change  the  views  I  have 
dtherto  held  in  relation  to  it,  and  I  am  fully  convinced  that  it  is  my 
duty  to  lay  the  matter  before  you  and   recommend  that  Section  9  of 
Article  XX  of  our  Constitution  be  so  changed  as  to   require  but  one 
ballot  for  all  of  the  degrees.     If  the   Grand   Lodge  decides   to  so 
amend  its  constitution,  it  will  be  necessary  to  make  another  provision 
by  which  a  separate  ballot  can  be  had   on  an  application  for  advance- 
ment, if  called  for  by  a  brother  of  the  Lodge,  and  the  reasons  given 
for  so  doing  are  good  and  sufficient  in  the  judgment  of  a  majority  of 
the  brethren  present.     I  hold  to  the  opinion,  that  when  we  receive  a 
petition  for  the  degrees  and  pass  the  application  to  a  ballot,  and  it 
results  in  the  election  of  the   applicant,  and  the   first  degree  is  con- 
ferred, we  are  not  dealing  fairly  with  the  V>rother  when  we   compel 
him  to  again  pass  the  ordeal  of  the  ballot  before  we  permit  him  to 
advance  to  another  degree.     When  an  applicant  for  the  degrees  has 
been  elected  and  has  received  the  Entered  Apprentice  Degree  his  re- 
lations to  us  are  changed  from  that  moment.     lie  is  no  longer  what 
we  term  a  profance,  but  has  taken  upon   himself  the  character  of  a 
Mason,  in  part,  and  is  entitled  to  be  recognized  by  us  as  n  brother, 
and,  therefore  entitled  to  more  consideration  at  our  hands  than  he 
wjis  before  being  entered.     Now,  if  such  be  the  fact  as  to  his  relation 
to  us,  (and  I  presume  every  member  of  the(Tran(l  Lodge  will  coincide 
with  me  in  that  view,)  I  submit  to  yon,  in  all  faimes-;,  is  it  right  that 
he  should  be  kept  in  the  same  position  iis  to  the  remaining   degrees 
as  he  was  to  the  Entered  Apprentice  Degree  before  ho  was  elected? 
Is  it  right  to  place  him  in  a  position  where  he  (uin  be  prevented  from 
advancing,  for  the  only  reason,  perelmnce,  that  some  brother  may 
vent  a  personal  spite  on  the  applie.mt  l»y  castin;^  a  sini^le  black  bail 
against  him.  and  th'-reby  placing  him  in  a  position  really  worse  than 
that  of  a  rejected  pttition  for  the  Entei«Ml  Apprentiec-  I)egr»;e?     Hav- 
ing partly  entere<l  your  portals  and  been  reeoji^iiized  by   you  as  a 
brother,  he  is  entitled  to  your  protection,  and  should  be  allowed  the 
privilege  of  meeting  any  accusations  that  may  be   made  against  him 
for  the  purpose  <>f  preventing  his  procet din-j^  furtluT  and  receiving 
all  the  light  ill  Masonry  tliat   you   have   to   communicate,  antl    which 
you  havt;  to  a  ci-rtain    extent  promisi'd  to  communicate  by  receiving 
his  ai)plication.     Such  cases  of  rtj^ction  as  I  h.ive  alluded  to,  you 
know,  brethren,  have  occurred,  and  manv  a  worthv  brother  hjis  thtis 
been  jirevonted  from  advancing.     X  brother  should  not  be  placed  in 
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a  position  that  will  snbject  him  to  Rnoh  action,  bnt  it  should  be  so 
arranged  that  he  may  have  the  benefit  of  an  InveHtigation  as  to  the 
correctness  of  the  enarges  brought  to  prevent  his  advancement  and 
the  judgiucnt  of  his  brethren  thereon.  If  a  brother  can  present 
good  and  sufficient  reasons  to  his  Lodge  why  a  brother  who  wishes  to 
advance  should  not,  then  I  am  sure  there  is  no  Lodge  in  this  juris- 
diction that  would  not  unite  with  the  objecting  brother  and  prevent 
Lis  advancement. 

And  on  this  subject  we  copy  from  the  report  on  correspondence  : 

On  the  subiect  of  balloting  for  degrees,  he  says  :  **  The  custom 
quite  generally  prevails  among  the  Lodges  of  requiring  a  ballot  upon 
application  for  each  of  the  degrees.  It  has  seemed  to  us  that  this 
is  unjust.  After  a  man  has  become  an  Entered  Apprentice,  he  is  a 
Mason,  vested  with  certain  of  the  rights  of  Masonrv,  and  does  not 
bear  to  the  second  and  third  degrees  anything  like  the  same  relation 
which  he  previously  bore  to  the  first,  which  required  a  ballot  to  over- 
come. After  he  has  been  an  Entered  Apprentice  one  month,  the 
only  requirement  which  the  Lodge  or  any  member  may  make  upon 
him,  if  he  applies  for  the  second  degree,  is  that  he  shall  establish  his 
proficiency  in  the  first.  This  is  a  matter  for  demonstration,  and  not 
a  matter  to  be  determined  by  secret  ballot  of  the  brethren.  The 
same  logic  applies  also  to  advancement  to  the  degree  of  Master  Mason. 
We  would,  the  refore,  suggest  the  adoption  of  a  by-law  doing  away 
with  balloting  for  application  for  advancement** 

The  Grand  Lodge  adopted  a  law  requiring  one  ballot  only  for  all 
three  degrees. 

Tliis  old  custom  is  gradually  being  restored  in  most  of  the  Grand 
Lodges. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Arizona  was  recognized  and  fraternally 
greeted. 

Past  Grand  Masters  J.  Mills  Browne,  of  California,  and  John  W. 
Simons,  of  New  York,  being  on  a  visit  to  this  Grand  Lodge,  delivered 
very  handsome  addresses. 

Brother  Edward  H.  Chamberlain,  Grand  Master. 

Brother  Wm.  R.  Singleton,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  latter  made  the  report  on  correspondence.  Alabama  for  1881, 
finds  a  place  therein.  In  reference  to  the  ruling  of  Grand  Master 
Tompkins,  that  a  Secretary  should  not  receive  from  a  member  who 
is  indebted  to  a  Lodge  for  two  years'  dues,  without  the  consent  of  the 
Lodge,  a  portion  of  his  dues,  and  a  Lodge  should  seldom,  if  ever, 
consent  to  such  a  payment,"  we  find  him  using  the  following  lan- 
guage : 

We  fail  to  appreciate  that  feeling,  which  would  deny  to  a  member 
of  a  Lodge  the  privilege  of  paying  any  portion  of  his  indebtedness, 
however  Kumll,  that  he  might,  according  to  his  means  and  necessities, 
discharge  his  obligations.  Whore  is  that  charity.  Heaven-bom, 
which  would  deny  this  pri\'ilege  to  a  needy  brother?  And  who  can 
know  what  may  be  the   exact  financial  condition   of  a  brother  who 

NoTK.— (i.  M.  Tom pk las'  decision  was  right,  as  would  plainly  appear  if  Bro, 
Pillaus  had  given  the  reason  for  It.— Grand  Bbc 

(0) 
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may  ihns  wish  to  relieve  himself  from  a  part  of  his  burden  ?  We  do 
not  fear  that  sach  Indulgence  wiU  beget  a  disposition  to  neglect  the 
payment  of  dues. 

Our  opinion  is  that  our  Secretaries  are  more  often  chargeable  with 
the  non-payment  by  their  neglect  in  presenting  bills  to  the  member- 
ship. If  every  Lodge  would  make  provision  in  its  by-laws  for  the 
annual  presentation  of  bills  to  all  the  membera,  and  let  the  Lodge 
once  get  its  members  square  on  the  books,  by  a  persistent  effort  an- 
nuaUy,  thereafter  we  should  not  have  so  much  complaint  of  non- 
payment of  dues,  dropping  from  the  rolls,  and  unaffiliation. 

These  views  accord  with  those  of  the  committee  on  Jurisprudence, 
but  the  Grand  Lodge  sustained  the  Grand  Master  notwithstanding 
the  seeming  harshness  of  the  decision. 

We  also  from  his  introduction  give  you  his  estimate  of  the  value  of 
these  reports : 

The  Committees  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  charged  with  the  re- 
viewal  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Bodies  referred  to  them,  have 
within  the  past  quarter  of  a  century  gradually  become  critics  upon 
the  Jurisprudence  of  Masonry.  They  have  become  a  power  in  the 
institution,  and  but  few  Grand  Lodges  have  had  the  temerity  to  dis- 
pense with  these  reports.  There  is  no  inconsidorsble  portion'in  every 
jurisdiction,  however,  who  strenuously  oppose  the  publication  of 
these  reports,  considering  them  as  causing  useless  expenditure  and 
sometimes  creating  mischief  among  the  brethren.  From  our  own 
observation  of  the  effects  produced  by  these  reports,  we  are  certainly 
convinced  that  the  great  prosperity  of  the  craft  and  the  wonderful 
increase  in  the  numbers  and  elevation  of  the  standard  in  the  person- 
nel of  the  membership  all  over  the  world  are  mainly  due  to  the  ele- 
vated tone  of  these  reports,  in  the  discussions  growing  out  of  the 
various  questions  brought  under  review  in  the  several  reports  from 
time  to  time. 

**  The  idea  of  Freemasonry  is  as  sublime  and  magnificent  as  it  is 
true  to  itself,  rooted  and  grounded  in  the  very  being  of  man."  Is 
this  true  ?  And  if  it  be  true,  how  is  it  possible  that  the  brethren  can 
be  made  aware  of  its  sublimity  and  magnificence  unless  they  have 
placed  within  their  reach,  in  the  cheapest  manner  pos.sible,  the 
thoughts  and  philosophical  ideas  of  the  greatest  minds  of  the  fra- 
ternity, who  are  engaged  in  the  discussion  of  those  matters  which 
are  at  all  times  presented  for  our  decision  and  for  the  government  of 
our  institution  over  the  surface  of  the  habitable  globe  ?  Surely  no 
intelligent  Mason  can  for  a  moment  doubt  the  incalculable  value  of 
such  information  as  he  can  find  in  one  of  these  voluminous  reports 
upon  the  living  issues  of  Masonic  subjects. 

FLORIDA. 

The  fifty-fourth  annual  communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this 
State  was  held  on  the  IfJth  day  of  January,  1SH3,  under  the  supeni- 
sion  of  William  E.  Anderson,  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  there  being  pres- 
ent representatives  from  60  Lodges.     There  are  72  Lodges  on  the  roll. 
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with  a  membership  of  1951,  there  having  been  an  increase  daring  the 
year  of  49. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Master  betokens  a  live  and  active  interest 
in  the  prosperity  of  the  order  in  that  jurisdiction,  and  we  take  the 
liberty  of  extracting  from  it  what  he  says  about  the  introduction  of 
new  material.  We  do  this  because  our  brethren  cannot  be  too  fre- 
quently reminded  of  the  responsibility  which  rests  upon  them  as 
members  and  as  workmen  who  have  the  selection  of  the  material  of 
which  our  moral  edifice  is  in  the  future  to  be  composed  : 

First,  Brethren,  in  regard  to  the  material  which  we  receive  into  our 
Lodges.  Is  there  one  among  you  who  cannot  recall  petitions  in  con- 
nection with  which  he  does  not  now  repent  that  he  did  not  use  the 
black  ball?  Are  there  not  members  in  every  Lodge,  who,  if  they 
wore  now  knocking  at  the  door,  wotdd  be  refused  admittance  ?  Free- 
mas(mry  is  increasing  in  numbers,  but  is  it  increasing  in  intelligence, 
in  moral  worth  and  reputation  as  rapidly  ?  Brethren,  an  honest  and 
thoughtful  answer  to  these  questions  will  bring  home  to  us  a  realiza- 
tion of  the  evil  to  which  I  refer.  What  lesson  should  we  learn  when 
wc  contemplate  the  great  army  of  demitted  and  unaffiliated  Masons, 
of  suspended  and  expelled  Masons,  and  of  impostors,  who,  having 
been  received  into  Masonry  through  some  carelessly  tiled  door,  make 
uso  of  their  membership  only  to  prey  upon  the  fraternity?  Brethren, 
the  lesson  is  this,  that  we  bhould  scrutinize  our  material  moTe  closely, 
not  be  content  with  mere  negative  character,  but  require  real,  active 
worth  in  our  candidates,  and  above  all,  let  each  Mason  feel  that  he 
individually  stands  in  the  position  of  a  Tiler,  to  keep  out  of  the 
Lodge  all  the  unworthy,  and  that  it  is  a  responsibility  which  he  can- 
not shirk  or  transfer.  Suppose  that  we  had  an  opportunity  of  se- 
lecting from  among  our  Masonic  friends  a  number  of  the  best,  of 
spotless  record  and  earnest  zeal,  and  were  to  unite  them  into  one 
Lodge.  AMiat  a  model  Lodge  it  would  be  ;  what  a  pleasure  it  would 
be  to  attend  its  meetings  ;  how  excellent  would  be  its  charities,  and 
how  high  its  reputation  in  the  world. 

Brethrt>n,  take  that  ideal  Lodge  for  your  model.  You  may  never 
l>e  able  to  bring  your  own  Lodge  up  to  that  standard,  but  make  it 
your  constant  effort  to  do  so.  We  make  Masonry  too  common,  that 
Is  the  great  danger  ahead  of  it.  If  it  ever  suffer  shipwreck,  that  is 
the  rock  upon  which  it  will  go  to  pieces.  It  has  successfully  resisted 
all  external  enemies,  the  danger  lies  within  it«  own  body. 

The  second  point,  brethren,  is  this.  I  do  not  think  that  we  prop- 
erly realize  our  obligations  toward  our  brethren,  in  watching  over 
th<*ir  moral  welfare,  and  endeavoring  to  restrain  them  when  they  go 
astray.  Each  one  of  us  should  be  his  brother's  keeper.  Oarrega£i- 
tions'and  the  spirit  of  our  institution  condemn  profanity,  intemper- 
ance, dishonesty,  looseness  of  life,  and  every  breach  of  the  moral 
law.  And  yot,  we  and  the  world  know  Masons  who  are  profane,  in- 
tem])erate  and  immoral.  Those  who  see  a  brother  take  a  step  upon 
the  downwar<l  road,  and  fail  to  raise  the  voice  of  friendly  warning 
and  restraint  fail  in  their  duty. 

He  who  aduionishes  as  a  Mason  has  behind  him  a  mightv  moral  in- 
fluence, of  which  he  can  scarcely  estimate  the  weight,    ^e  Mason 
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who  moves  in  a  good  cause,  and  stretches  out  his  hand  to  stay  his 
brother  from  the  road  to  perdition,  acts  as  the  representative  of  the 
greatest  agency  for  good  that  hnman  hands  have  ever  framed.  Breth- 
ren, can  he  who  hides  this  talent  in  the  earth  be  held  blameless? 
Many  an  unfortunate  who  has  drifted  from  the  path  of  rectitude, 
nntil  at  last  the  order  in  self-defense  has  eiLpelled  nim  from  its  body, 
might  have  been  saved  by  proper  efforts  at  first.  It  is  not  easy  for  a 
man  to  become  a  castaway  when  twenty,  thirty,  or  forty  friends  are 
on  the  alert  to  prevent  it  by  friendly  words  and  influence. 

Brethren,  if  we  fail  to  use  such  words  and  influence,  the  blood  of 
our  brother  who  is  lost  will  cry  out  against  us  from  the  ground.  It 
is  a  responsibility  that  we  have  voluntarily  assumed.  It  is  a  respon- 
sibility that  we  cannot  evade. 

We  find  that  the  brethren  from  many  States  contributed  to  the 
alleviation  of  the  distress  consequent  upon  the  fearful  epidemic  ^ith 
which  Pcnsacola,  our  neighbor,  was  last  year  afflicted.  Among  the 
organizations  enumerated  as  of  Alabama,  we  find  our  name.  The 
credit  should  have  been  given  to  the  different  Masonic  Lodges  of 
Mobile,  whose  titles  were  given  when  the  money  was  sent.  We  our- 
self  was  only  the  humble  instrument  for  its  conveyance.  For  the 
good  resulting  from  these  donations  which,  though  small  from  each 
body,  yet  aggregate  a  fair  sum.  We  copy  from  the  Grand  Master's 
address  the  following : 

It  is  true,  that  in  the  Providence  of  (rod,  the  brethren  of  Escambia 
Lodge  alone,  were  brought  face  to  face  "with  this  great  suffering. 
They  fed  the  hungry,  nursed  the  sick,  buried  the  dead  and  cared  for 
the  orphans.  But  in  all  their  labors  they  acted  only  as  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  great  masonic  brotherhood,  whose  ear  is  never  closed  to 
the  cry  of  distress,  and  whose  hand  is  ever  prompt  to  relieve  it.  Like 
a  forlorn  hope,  they  were  sustained  by  the  consciousness  that  the 
great  army  of  their  brethren  were  behind  them. 

The  accounts  of  Escambia  Lodge,  with  receipts  and  vouchers,  have 
been  submitted  to  my  inspection,  and  have  been  carefully  examined. 
I  found  them  correct,  and  I  approve  their  expenditures  as  proper  and 
judicious.  Of  those  who  liad  masonic  claims  upon  them,  they  had 
one  hundred  and  three  sick  under  their  charge,  of  whom  eighteen 
died.  But  their  charity  was  not  confine<l  to  the  fraternity,  and  many 
poor  and  suffering  persons  were  assisted,  who  had  no  claim  beyond 
that  of  a  common  humanity.  I  will  mention  here  one  incident  which 
will  make  a  deep  impression  upon  the  heart  of  every  Mason.  A  poor 
family,  consisting  of  father,  mother  and  four  young  children,  were 
among  the  sick.  The  father,  a  stranger,  was  a  Mason  from  Michigan. 
They  were  faithfullj'  cared  for,  but  the  parents  both  died,  leaving 
their  four  little  ones,  aged  from  four  to  ten  years,  orphans. 

They  were  faithfully  cared  for  until  the  epidemic  was  ])assed,  and 
the  quarantine  niised,  and  then,  provided  with  all  that  they  re4uire<l, 
they  were  startfd  for  their  distant  homo  in  Michigan.  The  oldest 
boy  was  furnished  \s'it\i  railroad  tickets,  and  with  an  open  letter  from 
Escambia  Lodge,  stating  who  the  little  travflera  were,  and  commend- 
ing them  to  the  care  of  all  good  men  and  Masons.     They  met  with 
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kindness  and  help  from  one  end  of  their  journey  to  the  other,  and 
were  safely  delivered  to  their  friends.  At  many  points  they  were  not 
allowed  to  pay  anj'thing  for  their  meals,  and  money  was  collected 
among  their  fellow-passengers  for  their  benefit.  Brethren,  to  bring 
this  incident  home  to  our  hearts,  let  each  one  of  us  suppose  for  a 
moment  that  these  helpless  children  had  been  his  own. 

Is  it  not  a  privilege  to  belong  to  a  brotherhood,  under  whose  pro- 
tecting amiH  children  of  tender  years  may  travel  from  one  end  of  this 
broad  land  to  the  other,  secure  of  meeting  friends  and  protectors  at 
every  step  ? 

Brother  Zelotes  H.  Mason  was  elected  Grand  Master. 

Brother  DeWitt  C.  Dawkins,  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

There  in  no  full  report  on  Correspondence,  because  of  the  lack  of 
funds,  4&C.,  yet  we  find  the  mile  and  per  diem  amounted  to  more  than 
$1,800,  being  more  than  half  the  entire  revenue.  We  quote,  how- 
ever, what  the  Committee,  DeWitt  C.  Dawkins,  says  of  **New  South 
Wales,"  and  commend  it  to  the  consideration  of  our  brethren  : 

Some  years  ago  you  were  rea nested  to  recognize  what  is  termed 
**  thti  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales,"  located  in  a  British  Prov- 
ince by  that  name,  in  the  Island  of  Australia.  The  organizing  pro- 
ceedings were  so  similar  to  those  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  this  country 
and  elsewhere,  and  desiring  to  encourage  the  universal  establishment 
of  sovereign  and  independent  Grand  Lodges  for  the  government  of 
Ancient  Craft  Masonry  throughout  the  world,  with  exclusive  territo- 
rial jurisdiction,  you  were  prompted  to  assure  the  organized  brethren 
of  your  s>iupathy  in  their  apparent  laudable  design,  and  virtually 
promised  them  your  recognition,  whenever  they  should  make  it  to 
satisfactorily  appear  that  a  majority  of  the  existing  regularly  char- 
tered Lodges  and  Masons,  at  the  time  of  its  organization  in  said  prov- 
ince or  since  had  acquiesced  therein.  No  pains  have  been  spared, 
and  rep(iHted  efforts  have  been  made  to  obtain  from  the  authorities  of 
said  organization  the  required  evidence  without  effect.  No  replies  to 
correspondence  having  been  made  by  them,  or  at  least  none  received, 
but  on  the  5th  of  Aug.,  1882,  a  letter  was  received  from  them  dated  June 
loth,  1882,  stating  that  one  Brother  Thomas  Newton  would  soon  visit 
the  United  States  in  the  interest  of  said  Grand  Lodge,  and  in  advo- 
cacy of  its  recognition  by  the  Grand  Lodges  in  the  United  States.  In 
response  to  which  a  letter  was  posted,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
copy: 

Gband  Secret abt's  Office,  F.  &  A.  M.,  ) 

Jackson  vaUe,  Fla.,  August  5,  A,  L.  5882,  A.  D.  1882.  j 

Nicholas  Weeks,  Cor.  Sec.  G. N.  S.  W. : 

Dmr  Sir  and  Brother— Yoxii  circular  of  June  15,  has  just  been  re- 
ceive<l,  and  I  would  be  very  glad  to  meet  and  have  an  interview  with 
the  Brother  Thomas  Newton,  but  it  is  not  likely  that  I  will  have  that 

pleasure. 

I  have  regularly  sent  you  our  Grand  Lodge  proceedings,  and  I  have 
wTittt.n  you  several  letters  which  remain  unanswered,  for  informa- 
tit)n  ujxm  which  our  final  action  upon  the  subject  of  recognition  must 
necessarily  depend,  and  upon  which  we  will  no  doubt  poon  4^oide. 
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Onr  poRition,  npon  general  principles,  is  as  follows  : 

1.  When  there  are  three  or  more  regularly  chartered  lodges  in  a 
State,  Territory  or  Province,  where  no  Grand  Lodge  exists,  all  or  a 
majority  of  such  lodges,  not  less  than  three,  may  assemble  in  conven- 
tion and  organize  a  Grand  Lodge. 

2.  When  such  Grand  Lodge  is  thus  duly  organized  it  is  the  sov- 
ereign power  and  authority  of  Ancient  Ccaft  Masonrj'  within  its  terri- 
torial jurisdiction. 

3.  Its  authority  and  jurisdiction  thus  defined  and  prescribed  is 
exclusive,  except  as  to  matters  which  it  may  have  voluntarily  surren- 
dered to  others. 

Now,  if  you  or  the  Brother  Newton  can  furnish  the  proof,  reasona- 
ble and  satisfactory,  that  a  majority  of  all  the  regularly  chartered 
lodges  and  Masons  in  the  Province  of  N.  8.  "W.  have  connected  them- 
selves with  the  organization,  we  will  bo  only  too  glad  to  recognize  it 
as  a  regular  Grand  Lodge. 

Fraternally  yours, 

D.  C.  DAWKINS, 
Grand  Secretary,  and  C.  C.  P.  C. 

And  to  the  foregoing  letter  no  reply  has  been  received,  it  being 
treated  like  our  former  ones  on  the  same  subject. 

Upon  examination  of  the  published  records  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of 
England,  Scotland  and  Ireland,  it  clearly  appears  that  a  large  ma- 
jority of  the  lodges  in  that  province  did  not  join  in  the  organization, 
and  that  a  maiority  of  all  the  lodges  there  have  not  since  acquiesced 
therein,  and  that  therefore  a  minority  of  the  lodges  have  attempted 
to  organize  a  Grand  Lodge  with  sovereign  power  and  authority  over 
all,  to  which  assumption  the  maiority  have  not  yet  surrendered,  and 
we  do  not  deem  it  safe  to  conclude  that  they  ever  will. 

And  the  Committee  recommended  that  until  the  Lodges  in  New 
South  Wales  had  more  nearly  reconciled  their  differences,  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Florida  should  defer  action. 

IDAHO. 

The  Fifteenth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this 
Territory,  was  held  on  12th  September,  1882,  the  R.  W.  Deputy 
Grand  Master,  L.  F.  Cartee,  presiding.  There  were  present  repre- 
sentatives from  9  Lodges,  the  entire  number  of  working  Lodges. 

Total  membership,  301. 

The  Grand  Muster,  Francis  E.  Ensign,  on  the  second  day  after 
stating  his  inability  to  attend  to  the  duties  of  his  office  in  conse- 
quence of  continued  ill  health,  then  says  : 

My  condition  was  such  that  had  I  command  over  my  own  actions  I 
should  have  withdrawn  wholly  from  all  business  and  c^re  of  every 
sort,  and  sought  the  needed  repose  of  my  shattered  hetilth  in  a  sea- 
son of  absolute  rest. 

Conscirms  that  I  was  elevated  to  the  office  of  Grand  Master  because 
the  brethren  believed  in  me  and  reposed  confidence  in  me,  and 
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tmflted  me,  and  keenly  sensitive  of  the  possibilitj  that  some  brother 
might  otherwise  return  from  this  Grand  Body  feeling  that  his  confi- 
dence had  been  misplaced  and  his  trust  and  belief  in  me  ill-formed, 
although  physically  unfit  to  travel,  I  have  felt  morally  and  fraternally 
conHtrained  to  leave  my  distant  home  and,  at  the  peril  of  the  little 
strength  left  me,  to  come  here,  and  face  to  face  with  my  dear  breth- 
ren, tell  thorn  the  cause  of  9iy  manifold  deficiencies  and  crave  their 
charitable  consideration. 

And  now,  my  brethren,  I  submit  all  to  your  merciful  judgment, 
well  knowing  that  it  will  be  tempered  with  fraternal  love. 

Feeling,  my  brethren,  that  my  ill-health  to-day  will  not  permit  me 
longer  to  occupy  this  Honored  Chair,  I  pray  your  permission  to  place 
this  Gayel,  the  signet  of  my  authority,  in  the  hands  of  my  worthy 
and  more  competent  brother,  our  Deputy  Grand  Master  Cartee. 

The  business  transacted  was  purely  local. 

Brother  L.  F.  Cartee  was  elected  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  and  James 
H.  Wickersham,  Grand  Secretary. 
There  was  no  report  on  Correspondence. 

ILLINOIS. 

The  large  and  exceedingly  interesting  pamphlet  containing  the 
proceedings  of  the  forty-third  Grand  Annual  Communication  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  this  State,  is  now  before  us  with  Brother  Wm.  H. 
Scott,  Grand  Master,  presiding.    It  was  held  on  3d  October,  1882. 

The  number  of  lodges  is  672;  membership,  38,521;  increase  during 
the  year,  674. 

Of  masonrj^  the  Grand  Master  says: 

Freemasonry  is  not  sustained  by  its  signs,  its  grips,  its  passwords, 
or  its  breiist-plates.  Its  true  interest  is  above  and  beyond  all  these 
paruphcrualia.  Its  motto  is  '^Holiness  to  the  Lord."  Its  treasures, 
and  its  glorious  lights  and  mystic  ties,  can  only  be  enjoyed  by  those 
**Y>ho  seek  the  institution  unbiased  by  friends,  and  uninfluenced  by 
mercenary  motives,  and  from  a  sincere  wish  of  being  serviceable  to 
their  follow  creatures."  And  if  all  men  lived  in  exact  accordance 
with  its  teachings,  this  world  would  be  changed  into  a  fruitful  field, 
and  £den  would  again  appear  in  all  its  beauty  and  delight. 

If  the  Brethren  could  become  fully  imbued  with  these  sentiments 
how  beautiful  would  the  Order  become,  and  what  a  powerful  influence 
would  it  exercise  in  every  community. 

The  Grand  Master  deplores  the  fact  that  numberless  questions  are 
submitted  for  decision  which  would  be  avoided  if  the  masters  of 
lodges  would  but  familiarize  themselves  with  the  laws  of  their  juris- 
diction, and  says:  '*I  have  learned  of  some  masters  who  had  not 
BO  much  as  seen  a  copy  of  our  Grand  Lodge  Constitution  and  By- 
Laws." 

Much  space  is  taken  up  with  a  consideration  of  tlie  defaloation  of 
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their  late  Grand  Secretary  and  the  misplacement  of  his  bonds.  This 
is  indeed  deplorable,  not  because  of  the  loss  to  this  Grand  Lodge,  but 
for  the  disgrace  and  discredit  brought  upon  our  beloved  institution. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Arizona  was  recognized  at  this  communica- 
tion. 

An  excellent  oration  was  delivered  by  Brother  Owen  Scott. 

Daniel  M.  Browning,  Grand  Master;  L.  L.  Munn,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  John  W .  Brown  made  the  report  on  Masonic  Correspon- 
dence. Alabama  is  fraternally  reviewed.  BLis  introduction  is  a  truly 
eloquent  disquisition  on  masonry,  its  principles,  objects  and  eflfects. 
We  regret  our  inability  to  lay  this  entire  before  you,  but  we  must  be 
content  ynth  a  short  extract: 

Freemasonry  truly  is  a  wbnderful  institution — wonderful  as  to  its 
origin,  its  development,  its  progress,  its  w»>rk,  and  its  ethics,  or  sci- 
ence of  morality.  It  is  a  heritage  of  which  all  its  devotees  may  be 
proud.  Its  principles  are  eternal,  and  its  supreme  ruler  is  Jehovah. 
It  is  the  light  of  God,  shining  in  and  purifying  the  hearts  and  souls 
of  men.  It  recognizes  the  great  fact  that  man,  naturally,  is  in  dark- 
ness, and,  therefore,  must  be  brought  to  light,  and  receive  more,  and 
further,  and  greater  light,  or  never  attain  that  degree  of  perfection 
which  the  Supreme  Architect  has  planned,  for  him.  It  teaches,  un- 
equivocally, that  the  supreme  object  of  life  here  is  to  cultivate  the 
mind  and  soul  that  they  shall  be  fitted  for  the  Temple  on  Iligh.  It 
debars  no  one  from  properly  seeking  temporal  good,  but  enjoins  on 
all  to  see  to  it  that  their  labor  of  erecting  the  Temple  of  the  Soul  is 
not  neglected.  It  very  impressively  instructs  them,  that  not  in 
wealth,  nor  in  fame,  nor  in  man,  but  in  God,  their  Supreme  Father, 
Bountiful  Benefactor  and  Savior,  they  are  to  put  their  trust. 

The  Forty-fourth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
niinois  was  opened  on  2d  October,  1883,  by  M.  W.  Daniel  M.  Brown- 
ing, Grand  Master,  with  representations  from  641  Lodges. 

The  Committee  <m  Credentials  report  the  number  of  Lodges  at  683, 
total  attendance  781.  Total  membership  in  the  jurisdiction,  44,007— 
increase  during  the  year,  2,479. 

The  Grand  Master  held  that  officers  elected  by  a  Lodge  which  had 
lost  its  charter  by  fire  and  before  a  duplicate  had  been  received  were 
legally  elected.  This,  then,  is  another  who  thinks  a  charter  not 
necessary  to  legalize  a  Lodge  after  it  has  once  been  issued  and  pro- 
claimed. 

The  liberality  of  our  brethren  of  Illinois  was  eWnced  bv  the  rea<ii- 
ness  with  which  they  complied  "with  the  request  of  the  Grand  Master 
to  relieve  the  distress  occasioned  by  the  devastating  tiood  which 
occurred  during  the  year  in  February,  the  amount  being  $4,354. 

Many  pages  of  the  proceedings  are  taken  up  with  an  ac<!ount  of  the 
trial  of  a  former  (tnind  Secretarj',  one  John  F.  Burrill,  who  had  for  a 
few  years  been  defrauding  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  of  his  conviction 


1883.]  .  APPENDIX.  89 

and  sentence  to  five  years  in  the  penitentiary — only  proving  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  old  adage,  that  "honesty  is  the  best  policy." 

We  find  this  Grand  Lodge  looking  to  relieving  the  subordinate 
lodges  of  a  part  of  their  dues  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  adopted  a  resolu- 
tion appointing  a  committee  to  consider  the  propriety  of  lessening 
the  expense  of  the  Grand  Lodge  by  holding  communications  bien- 
nially instead  of  annually,  who  shall  report  their  conclusions  to  the 
next  Annual  Communication . 

In  this  jurisdiction  a  ballot  is  taken  once  only  and  for  the  three  de- 
grees at  that  time,  and  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  reports  that 
the  examination  of  a  candidate  for  advancement  may  be  made  at  a 
special  communication  of  the  Lodge .  And  on  the  subject  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  minor  officers  of  the  Lodge,  they  contend  that  the 
W.  Master  alone  is  the  proper  officer  to  make  them. 

We  do  not  know  to  what  the  following  extract  from  the  same  report 
alludes,  but  we  copy  it  for  your  information,  as  you  may  be  better 
informed  than  oursolf : 

THE   MASSACHUSETTS  DEPABTUBE. 

Notwithstanding  each  Grand  Lodge  is  sovereign  and  independent 
within  its  own  territory,  yet,  possessing,  as  they  do,  a  common  sys- 
tem, derived  from  a  common  source,  so  intimately  are  they  bound 
together  that  no  one  of  them  can  be  indifferent  to  the  action  of  any 
other  touching  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  Institution. 

The  (rruud  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  having  taken  occasion  to  de- 
fine Masonry-  anew,  we  are  compelled  to  re-examine  the  basis  upon 
which  that  definition  rests.  The  result  of  that  re-examination  is  to 
strengthen  our  convictions  that  the  Gi^nd  Lodge  cannot,  without 
losing  sight  of  its  obligation  to  sustiiin  the  law  of  the  Ancient  Charges, 
subscribe  to  any  definition  of  Masonry  that  will  include  within  the 
category  of  Masonic  bodies  those  organizjitions  whose  only  claim  to 
be  considered  as  such  rests  in  the  fact  Ihat  those  who  organized  them 
were  already  masons. 

The  conclusion,  then,  at  which  we  arrive,  so  far  as  it  applies  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  and  its  territorial  jurisdiction,  is  that,  like 
Massachusetts,  we  recognize  no  degrees  in  M^isonry  except  those  con- 
ferred under  the  regulations  of  the  various  States  and  Territories  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  government*  throughout  the  world,  viz  : 
the  degrees  ofjiEntered  Apprentice,  Fellow  Craft,  and  Master  Mason; 
and  that  as  we  cannot  admit  as  being  regular  and  duly  constituted 
M»is()ui{."  bodies  any  save  those  organized  for  the  practice  of  these 
recognized  degrees,  we  can  find  no  basis  anywhere  for  the  assumption, 
on  the  part  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  to  interfere  witn  the 
operations  of  the  various  assocititions  of  Craftsmen  enumerated  in  the 
Massachusetts  amendment,  and  known  also  to  exist  within  this  juris- 
diction, or  with  any  other  similar  bodies  which,  like  them,  do  not 
assume  control  over  any  portion  of  the  Masonry  of  the  lodge. 

Brother  Daniel  M.  Browning  was  re-elected  Grand  Master,  and 
Brother  L.  L.  Munn,  Grand  Secretary. 
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Brother  Theodore  T.  Gnmey  presented  the  report  on  correspon- 
dence, reviewing  the  proceedings  of  most  of  the  Grand  Lodges  in 
North  America,  and  among  them  those  of  Alabama  for  1882.  They 
are  in  no  particular  order  but  are  allowed  to  appear  in  the  order  in 
which  reviewed,  becanse,  in  this  way  the  printer  could  best  be  suited 
and  the  brethren  put  in  possession  of  the  report.  The  writer,  how- 
over,  kindly  furnishes  an  index  in  the  introduction,  by  which  any 
State  may  readily  be  found. 

Of  non-payment  of  dues,  he  says  : 

To  us  it  is  a  sickly  sentimentalism  that  looks  upon  this  class  of 
offenders  with  remote  toleration.  When  a  member  declares  that  he 
won't  pay;  that  he  does  not  want  anything  further  of  the  Craft,  or 
neglects  or  refuses  to  give  his  Lodge  any  attention  when  notified  of 
its  claims,  the  body  should  be  licensed  to  treat  him  as  it  would  for 
any  other  immoral  conduct.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are  many  un- 
fortunates that  are  disposed  to,  but  cannot  pay.  These  are  not,  as  an 
investigation  would  establish,  criminals,  and  should  be  promptly  dis- 
charged of  their  obligations. 

In  reference  to  the  recognition  of  the  Grand  Lo<lge  of  Colon  and 
the  Island  of  Cuba,  which  has  received  recognition  of  us,  he  with  no 
little  force  says  : 

We  have  read  with  earnest  attention  everything  submitted  as  evi- 
dence that  this  body  has  claims  to  the  recognition  accorded  by  some 
of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  our  country;  but  not  in  a  single  instance  is 
it  pretended  that  the  lodges  entering  into  this  organization  are  not,  in 
large  majority,  the  creations  of  "Grand  Orients."  If  such  bodies  are 
authorized  to  estiiblish  Lodges,  who  can  deny  the  right  of  Chapters, 
Councils  or  Commaiuleries  to  do  the  same  thing?  Bo  consistent, 
brethren.  Do  not  go  off  into  sentimentalism  and  determine  that,  be- 
cause the  pernicious  system  adopted  and  propagated  by  France  has 
been  tolerated,  the  usurpation  is  not  now  to  be  questioned.  How 
soon  would  our  Vermont  brethren  gird  up  their  loins  for  a  contest,  if 
the  Masonry  of  Illinois  should  conclude  to  be  merged  into  an  organi- 
zation with  the  Supreme  Council  as  the  governing  body.  This  is  a 
* 'Grand  Orient,"  simple  and  pure.  We  do  not  "want  any  of  it,"  and 
the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  the  Grand  Lodges  of  the  Continent 
will  mourn  their  indiscretion  in  giving  countenance  to  this  imposi- 
tion upon  the  Craft.  In  this  connection,  the  Grand  Master  is  not 
satisfied  that  the  "Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales"  is  entitled  to 
recognition.  It  does  not  appear  that  a  majority  of  Lodges  of  the  Pro- 
vince are  identified  with  the  organization. 

Noticing  the  action  of  our  Grand  Lodge  in  reference  to  a  Masonic 
Home,  he  says  : 

The  Grand  Lodge  concurred  in  a  series  of  resolutions  looldng  to 
the  establishment  of  a  "Masonic  Home  and  College"  where  orphans 
of  (loceased  Masons  can  be  car(Ml  for  and  ((lucatod.  The  subject  was 
referred  to  a  special  committee,  of  which  Past  Grand  Master,  Brother 
Palmer  J.  Pillans,  is  chairman.     If  our  ^advice  is  of  any  value,  we 
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Hnggcst  avoiding  enibarrassmentB  that  debt  is  certain  to  entail.  Fi- 
nuuces  of  the  Grand  Body  are  elegant.  Keep  them  healthy.  We  are 
not  enamored  of  ])nblic  charities  at  the  expense  of  the  peace  and 
unity  of  a  jurisdiction. 

The  Brother's  views  and  our  own  coincide,  and  we  are  indeed  at  a 
loss  to  conceive  why  we  should  have  been  made  the  chairman  or,  in- 
deed, put  upon  the  committee  at  all,  for  we  are  of  opinion  that  but 
for  our  opposition  the  original  resolutions  would  have  been  adopted. 
This,  in  our  opinion,  would  have  been  a  death  blow  to  any  such  en- 
terprise; and  we  only  hoped  that  the  mover,  before  pressing  his  reso- 
lutions for  so  noble  a  charity,  would  perfect  a  feasible  and  practica- 
ble plan  for  its  accomplishment.  The  Brother  mistakes  when  he  sup- 
poses that  he  (we)  is  of  opinion  that  reliance  oould  be  placed  upon  a 
contrit)ution  of  $i3  each  from  the  9,(XK)  Masons  of  Alabama  for  twelve 
years.  We  arc  satistiod  that  no  such  enterprise  can  b'e  successfully 
maintained  which  trusts  to  the  voluntary  contribution  of  Lodges,  and 
for  this  reason  we  urged  the  necessity  of  a  well-matured  and  well- 
considered  plan.  We  believe  a  scheme  may  be  devised  which  could 
prove  successful  eventually,  but  only  if  the  brethren  should  continue 
to  work  tog«>ther  for  this  end  and  after  a  long  period  of  time.  A  gen- 
eration or  two  may  have  passed  away,  but  how  long  is  this  compared 
to  the  probable  duration  of  Masonrj'. 

There  is  a  vast  fund  of  valuable  thought  forcibly  expressed  in  this 
report,  which  covers  209  very  closely  printed  pages,  but  we  cannot 
follow  them  nor  attempt  to  give  you  more  of  its  beauties. 

■ 

GEORGIA. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Georgia  holds  now  communications  only  every 
second  year.  This,  in  consci^uenco  of  the  burthen  of  debt  which  so 
readily  paralizes  the  energies  of  corporations  as  of  individuals.  The 
Second  Biennial  communication,  then,  was  held  on  October  31,  1882, 
under  the  guidan(;e  of  Grand  blaster  Josiah  I.  Wright,  there  being 
present  representatives  from  220  Lodges.  The  abstract  of  returns  is 
so  scattered  through  the  pamphlet  by  the  printer  that,  without  too 
great  hibf»r,  we  cannot  give  the  condition  of  the  Craft,  nor  the  loss  or 
gain  during  the  year.  There  is  no  summary.  We  hope  that  the  R. 
W.  Grand  Secretary  will  see  in  future  to  this. 

There  are  18  decisions  really  in  line  with  this  jurisdiction  and  the 
general  principles  of  Masonry.  We  find  No.  1  and  No.  11  identical. 
His  No.  10  is,  **  that  it  is  not  legal  to  drop  members  from  the  roll  for 
non-payment  of  dues,"  but  that  they  should  be  tried  as  for  any  other 
offence. 
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We  cannot  convoy  to  you  the  condition  of  the  Order  in  Georgia  bo 
well  a8  the  Grand  Master  himself  has  done,  so  we  copy  : 

In  other  parts'of  the  State  and  in  a  few  Lodges  there  is  a  terrible 
decline,  if  at  any  time  they  ever  were  prosperous.  And  I  mean  by 
decline,  they  do  not  attend  their  Lodge  meetings  ;  they  do  not  pay 
their  dues,  and  the  Lodge  declines  to  make  them  pay  ;  they  enforce 
no  law  against  immorality  ;  they  permit  and  do  not  even  reprimand 
profanity,  drunkenness,  gambling,  and  the  like  offenses ;  tney  take 
in  material  without  due  mquiry  into  the  moral  worth  of  the  appli- 
cant— there  is  no  apparent  effort  to  cultivate  or  practice  the  principles 
and  virtues  of  the  Order.  They  seem  to  forget  that  they  owe  any 
duty  to  God,  mankind,  or  themselves.  They  seem  to  be  imbued  with 
the  idea  that  Masonry  consists  entirely  in  a  knowledge  of  signs  and 
passwords,  and  the  like,  and  having  these,  if  they  should  swear  and 
get  drunk  and  refuse  to  attend  Lodge  or  pay  dues  and  so  on,  why,  it 
will  be  all  right  anyway  ;  I  am  a  good  fellow,  and  the  brethren  will  for- 
give me.  And  thus  it  is,  in  some  places  in  some  Lodges,  Freema- 
sonry is  at  a  terrible  discount,  and  so  to  be  true  to  myself  and  true 
to  you,  I  must  report,  that  perhaps  in  a  large  majority  of  Lodges 
here  represented,  the  Order  is  in  a  prosperous  and  healthy  condition, 
while  in  others,  it  is  on  a  terrible  decline,  and  at  a  great  discount 
among  the  good  and  true. 

Those  are  caustic  words,  but  we  fear  that  their  application  would 
fit  more  places  than  those  alluded  to. 

Brother  Josiah  I.  Wright  M.  W.  Grand  Master. 

Brother  J.  Emmett  Blackshear,  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Brother  Blackshear,  with  whose 
ability  we  were  impressed  in  the  years  now  long  gone,  but  the  present 
one  does  neither  credit  to  his  Grand  Lodge  or  to  himself.  It  is  ex- 
ceedingly concise,  and  \^ithal,  meagre.  Rhode  Island  is  disposed  of  in 
one  half  line. 

INDIANA. 

There  was  no  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  in  1883,  be- 
cause, in  consequence  of  the  annoyance  of  laboring  under  a  very 
large  debt  the  Grand  Lodge  had  determined  not  to  meet  until  1884. 
It  is  believed  that  then  the  debt  will  have  been  either  entirely  or  verj- 
nearly  wiped  out— a  consummation  most  devoutly  to  be  wished  for. 
The  report  of  the  Secretary,  Treasurer,  and  Trustees  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  however,  is  published,  and  the  hope  of  being  entirely  out  of 
debt  in  1884,  receive  strong  assurances. 

INDLVN  TERRITORY. 

The  Eighth  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was  held 
on  the  7th  November,  I8b2,  with  C.  E.  (ioodiug,  M.  W.  Grand 
Master,  in  the  East.     Eleven  of  their   14  Lodges  were   represented. 
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Tliore  arc  422  active  members  here,  there  hayixig  been  a  gain  of  37 
(luriug  the  year. 

Ihe  Graud  Master  deploreflthe  great  amount  of  intemperance  and 
profanity  among  the  brethren,  bat  there  ia  abundant  evidence  that 
the  fraternity  is  making  atrennons  efforts  to  promote  the  general  good 
by  the  suppression  of  those  and  the  advancement  of  morality  and 
education.     Go  on  brethren  and  weary  not  in  well  doing. 

Harvfv  Lindsoy  is  Grand  Master. 

J.  S.  Murrow,  Grand  Secretary. 

IOWA. 

The  Fortieth  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was  held 
on  the  5th  June,  1883,  with  Grand  Master  George  B.  Van  Saun  in  the 
East,  and  representatives  frr»m  314  Lfodges.  Number  of  working 
Lodges  \y.H,  with  a  membership  of  19,715,  being  an  average  of  53  to  a 
Lodge,  there  having  been  an  increase  during  the  year  of  1041. 

AVe  cannot  avoid  ex})ressing  our  gratification  at  the  neat  and  admi-* 
rable  pamphlet  of  the  proceedings,  if  wo  are  allowed  to  call  a  book  of 
582  pages,  a  pamphlet.  Brother  Parvin,  the  Grand  Secretary,  is  en- 
titled to  all  praise  for  itfi  general  appearance,  but  more  especially  for 
the  comjiletc  arrangement  of  its  several  parts,  and  the  vast  fund  of 
information  so  clearly  and  systematically  compiled. 

The  Grand  Master  drew  the  attention  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  two 
questions  which  had  been  clearly  raised  previously  by  the  appeal  of 
one  Lodge  in  reference  to  the  act  of  another,  but  which  the  Commit- 
tee on  JuriBprudonce  had  in  tlieir  report  avoided,  and  hoped  the 
Grand  Lodge  would  settle  them  at  once.  They  are,  1st.  "Can a  Mas- 
tor  of  a  Lodge  make  his  Lodge  responsible  for  a  greater  amount  than 
the  by-Ill ws  of  the  Lodge  prescribe?"  And  2nd.  "If  a  member  of  a 
Lodge  dies  in  the  jurisdiction  of  another  Lodge,  is  the  former  Lodge 
under  obligations  to  pay  the  necessary  expenses  attending  the  sick- 
ness an<l  funeral  expenses  of  the  deceased  brother  to  the  latter 
Lodge?"  The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  again  remained  silent. 
We  are  at  a  lost  to  imagine  whence  doubt  could  arise  in  regard  to  the 
iirst,  and  the  second  seems  equally  plain.  Is  Masonry  a  mutual  in- 
surance agency,  or  is  it,  as  it  has  always  heretofore  been,  one  of  **  un- 
bounded charity."  There  is,  in  these  latter  days,  too  great  a  disposi- 
tion to  ingraft  on  our  institution  many  of  the  plans  of  other  more 
recont  societies,  many  of  which  are  doubtless  good,  but  which,  if 
success  attended  the  efforts  of  their  advocates,  would  entirely  change 
the  structure  of  the  Order. 

Brother  Parvin,  the  excellent  Grand  Secretary,  juat  goes  for  tiie 
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delinquent  secretaries.     After  describing  the  blanks  sent  for  retoms 
he  says  : 

What  can  be  plainer  or  more  pointed?  And  yet  this  year, .as  in 
every  former  year,  we  receive  letters,  of  which  this  is  a  copy  :  "  We 
have  received  no  blanks  an  yet  for  (Jrand  Lodge  returns.  Is  it  not 
time  we  were  getting  them  ?     May  22d,  1883." 

A  pretty  time,  indeed,  to  ask  such  a  qoerry,  when  the  careless 
brother  has  sinned  away  the  day  of  grace  by  a  whole  week,  and  suf- 
fered a  whole  month  and  a  third  of  another  to  go  by  while  he  slept  at 
his  post,  "knowing  his  duty,  but  doing  it  not." 

Will  the  Grand  Lodge  place  a  premium  upon  carelessness  and 
neglect  of  duty,  by  voting  funds  from  the  treasurj'  paid  in  by  the 
prompt  lodges  and  punctual  officers  to  the  delegates  of  such  dehn- 
quent  lodges  V    We  shall  see. 

By  which  he  invokes  the  Grand  Lodge  to  come  to  his  aid. 
We  perceive  that  he  is  in  no  better  humor  when  he  comes  to  treat 
of  the  committees  and  their  reports.     Go  it  Bro.  Parvin  ! 

We  are  constrained  to  refer  to  this  subject  again.  There  was  a  time 
when  we  could  conveniently,  and  did,  oftentimes,  do  the  work  of 
others  in  this  line  for  them,  but  that  has  long  since  passed,  and  the 
time  has  come  and  now  is  when  each  and  ever>*  chairman  should  pre- 
pare his  report  jnst  as  it  sho'dd  l>epuhUshedf  or  else  decline  the  ap- 
pointment when  tendered  him.  The  Grand  Secretary  cannot  and 
will  not  play  schoolmaster,  and  correct  or  revise  the  reports  of  com- 
mittees, but  will  publish  them  just  as  they  come  to  his  hands.  The 
discredit  for  a  slovenly  and  illy-prepared  report,  if  submitted,  will 
then  be  made  to  fall  upon  its  author,  where  it  belongs. 

The  credit  of  the  proceedings  of  a  Grand  Lodge  depends  largely 
upon  the  character  displayed  for  learning,  taste,  and  judgment  in  its 
reports,  and  we  regret  to  say  that  in  this  respect  Iowa  falls  far  behind 
some  of  her  sister  Grand  Lodges.  A  word  to  the  wise  will,  we  trust, 
be  sufficient,  and  this  evil,  so  patent  at  some  of  our  communications, 
be  removed. 

Here  is  the  way  they  install  their  officers  in  Iowa  : 

Brother  Guilbert,  in  his  usual  extempftre  manner,  procee<led  in  the 
ceremony  till  he  came  to  Brother  Schreiner,  the  Grand  Tiler,  when 
he  varied  the  ceremony  by  presenting  the  venerable  and  beloved 
brother,  who  now,  for  the  twenty-fifth  time,  was  inducted  into  his 
office,  with  a  splendid  gold  watch,  chain,  and  Templar  charm,  togeth- 
er with  a  frame  containing  the  names,  suitably  inscribed  therein,  of 
all  the  brethren  who  had  contributed  to  the  purchase  of  the  same. 

Grand  Tyler  Schreiner  responded,  in  a  few  but  expressive  words, 
his  thanks  and  high  appreciation  of  the  token  and  of  his  sincere  rt^ 
gard  for  the  brethren  who  had  manifested  such  an  interest  in  his  wel- 
fare at  the  present  as  in  all  their  past  intercourse  with  him,  whose 
servant  he  said  he  was. 

Brother  Van  Saun  still  Grand  Master,  and  Brother  T.  S.  Panin, 
Grand  Secretary. 
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I  Brother  Parvin  again  presented  the  report  on  Correspondence. 
We  find  Alabama,  for  1882,  there,  and  our  Brother  has  a  kind  word 
for  ns  while  liberally  dealing  with  onr  Grand  Lodge.  We  are  pleased 
to  find  him  agreeing  with  ns  in  relation  to  the  status  of  the  Lodge  in 
District  of  Columbia,  which  declared  a  brother  regularly  made  by  a 
legitimate  Lodge  of  Alabama  **  clandestine,  *  because  that  brother 
when  making  his  application  lied  in  stating  that  he  had  never  been 
**  rejected  by  any  other  Lodge,"  and  in  this  connection  rings  some 
changes  on  our  views,  thus  : 

He  (i.  f.  we)  justly  characterizes  the  decision  of  the  Grand  Master 
of  thjB  District  of  Columbia  as  unmasonic  and  unfounded  in  law  or 
common  sense,  that  a  man  made  a  Mason  in  Alabama  is  '*a  clandes- 
tine Mason,"  because  he  had  been  previously  rejected  in  the  former 
jurisdiction  and  had  not  obtained  the  consent  of  the  rejecting  lodge. 
A  clandestine  Mason,  according  to  all  writers  on  masonic  law,  is  one 
made  in  a  clandestine  lodge.  We  do  not  care  how  he  may  have  de- 
ceived the  lodge  initiating  him — he  may  even  have  denied  a  previous 
rejection  ;  still,  being  made  in  a  legal  lodge,  he  is  a  legally-made 
Mason  :  and  while  he  maj'  be,  and  should  probably  be,  punished  for 
his  fraud,  the  loihje  cannot  be  punished  by  declaring  its  work  illegal 
and  clandestine,  and  it  is  high  time  that  our  brethren  in  the  District 
learned  the  difference  and  governed  themselves  accordingly. 

While  our  brother  is  reaching  out  his  hand  **  far  down  to  the  Gnlf  " 
to  us,  let  him  bring  his  Body  along  and  he  shall  see  what  we  will  do. 
Come  along,  my  brother,  the  more  we  know  of  each  other  the  more 
will  we  love  one  another. 

We  have  not  the  time  nor  space  to  give  to  this  tmly  interesting 
document  we  wish  we  had. 

KANSAS. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  this  State  held  its  Twenty-Seventh  Annual 
Communication  on  the  2l8t  February,  1883,  under  the  guidance  of  M. 
W.  Grand  Mtister,  William  Cowgill,  with  representatives  present  from 
174  Lodges.  Total  number  of  Lodges  222,  fifteen  having  been  char- 
tered at  this  session.  The  total  membership  is  10,395,  there  having 
been  an  increase  during  the  year  of  1154. 

We  decidedly  like  the  views  of  the  Grand  Master  on  the  subject  of 
suspension  for  non-payment  of  dues,  and  will  state  that  our  own  ex- 
perience when  acting  as  secretary  and  for  many  years  master  of  a 
Lodge,  testifies  to  their  accuracy  : 

But  it  appears  to  be  the  practice  of  a  great  many  of  our  Lodges  to 
let  the  dues  of  it^s  members  run  as  long  as  they  are  allowed  to  by  sec- 
tion 44,  Grand  Lodge  By-Laws,  and  sometimes  longer;  then,  through 
financial  embarrassment,  or  some  other  cause,  they  come  to  the  con- 
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elusion  that  something  must  be  done,  and  commence  trying  to  force 
collections,  which  results  in  the  snspenKion  of  a  nnmher  of  their 
members.  If  the  masters  of  oar  Lodges  would  use  the  same  efforts 
to  have  the  Lodge  dues  collected  at  maturity,  that  they  do  to  collect 
the  money  due  them  on  their  own  private  business,  our  suspended 
list  would  present  a  diflfereht  appearance. 

It  is  much  easier  for  a  member  to  pay  his  dues  when  called  upon 
often  for  small  amounts,  than  it  is  when  allowed  to  run  for  several 
years,  and  accumulate  to  a  comparatively  large  amount.  If  oar 
liodges  would  conduct  their  affairs  as  they  ought,  there  would  be 
fewer  suspensions  for  non-payment  of  dues,  and  their  finances  would 
be  in  a  better  condition. 

We  are  loth  to  subscribe  to  the  decision  that  **A  Lodge  has  the 
right  to  grant  a  dimit  to  a  member  while  charges  are  pending:  bat 
the  member  cannot  demand  it."  We  think  a  Lodge  has  no  right  to 
throw  upon  the  fraternity  one  so  situated  with  a  certificate  of  good 
standing,  when  that  Lodge,  and  that  Lodge  alone,  knows  that  at  the 
time  the  certificate  is  given  there  are  grave  reasons  for  believing  that 
the  member  is  not,  or  ought  not  to  be,  in  good  standing.  Such  a 
course  tends  to  fraud  upon  the  fraternity. 

From  the  Grand  Secretary's  report  we  find  that  Masonic  tramps 
abound  in  Kansas.  Some  are  to  be  found  everywhere,  and  our  Breth- 
ren cannot  be  too  careful  in  satisfying  themselves  that  the  applicant 
is  what  he  represents  himself  to  be,  and  consequently  a  worthy 
brother. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Arizona  received  recognition  and  fraternal 
greeting. 

Business,  local. 

Brother  George  S.  Green,  Grand  Master. 

Brother  John  H.  Brown,  Grand  Secretnrv. 

The  latter  presented  the  Report  on  Correspondence,  reviewing  the 
proceedings  of  53  Grand  Lodges,  and  several  for  two  years.  Ala- 
bama, for  1881,  takes  the  lead  and  receives  fraternal  notice. 

Alluding  to  the  17th  decision  of  Grand  Master  Tompkins,  that  **a 
member  applying  for  a  dimit  is  entitled  to  receive  it,  if  he  has  paid 
all  dues  and  is  in  good  standing,"  he  says,  pointing  out  a  conflict  in 
the  ruling  of  our  Grand  Lodge  : 

The  first  paragraph,  the  committee  deem  unquestionable  :  but  re- 
mark that  previously,  the  Grand  Lodge  had  hold,  that  whenever  the 
dimission  would  reduce  the  mom>)ership  >)t*low  the  constitutional 
number,  and  thus  destroy  the  lt)dge,  that  the  lodge  mav  refuse  to 
grant  the  dimit.  Such  may  be  a  constitutional  provision  oVby-kw  •>£ 
Alabama  :  but,  if  so,  it  is  contrary  to  the  "common  law"  of  liiiusunr}' 
and  could  be  ca.sily  defeated  in  several  ways.  We  mention  one*: 
Suppose  a  member  has  prepared  to  eniij^rHte  to  a  distant  place  or 
State,  and  such  things  are  daily  transpiring  in  this  countrv  •  he  asks 
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for  a  dimit,  bat  is  rof  ased,  becanse,  by  granting  it,  the  membership 
would  be  reduced  below  the  requisite  number ;  he  goeH,  however, 
but  the  lodge  is  undone  ;  it  can  neither  open  nor  transact  business, 
initiate,  pass,  nor  raise.  No  greater  evil  would  have  overtfQcen  it  had 
he  received  his  diinit,  and  a  less  one  might  have  happened  to  him, 
for  probably  he  will  be  forced  to  remain  a  non-affiliate  for  Ufe.  We 
hold  that  whenever  a  brother's  dues  are  paid,  his  standing  unaues- 
tion6d,  that  he  is  entitled  to  his  dimit,  upon  request  made,  and  the 
lodge  must  t-ake  care  of  itself.  When  a  lodge  has  so  nearly  reached 
the  brink  of  dissolution,  that  the  dimission  of  one  will  destroy  it,  the 
floonor  the  ovent  happens  the  better  for  all  immediately  concerned, 
and  the  Order  at  large. 

KENTUCKY. 

Before  us  lie  the  proceedings  of  the  Eighty-Third  Annual  Commu- 
nication of  that  grand  old  State,  Kentucky;  grand  in  the  exhibition 
of  active  Masonic  charity.  This  was  held  on  17th  October,  1882,  with 
William  Henry  Mefifert,  Grand  Master,  There  were  present  400  rep- 
resentatives. Within  this  jurisdiction  are  492  Lodges  with  a  member- 
ship of  15,5'.)3. 

We  have  no  method  of  determining  whether  there  was  a  loss  or  gain 
during  the  year.  If  all  those  initiated  were  raised  then  there  was  a 
gain  of  72,  but  the  probability  is  that  there  was  some  slight  diminu- 
tion of  membership. 

The  Grand  Master's  address  is  replete  with  good  recommendations, 
the  larger  part  being  in  reference  to  providing  more  means  for  the 
Home.  Thin  great  undertaking  seems  no^  an  assured  success,  yet 
the  building  ciin  accommodate  many  more  than  are  now  in  it,  but  the 
directory  feel  constrained  to  limit  and  only  increase  as  the  funds  do. 
Our  Brethren  over  there  have  just  voted  a  per  capita  tax  of  fifty  cents 
on  all  members,  which  will  be  available  next  year,  and  will  enable 
them  to  tit  up  more  of  the  building  and  take  under  their  care  a 
greater  number. 

The  Grand  Lodge  added  to  their  provision  for  suspension  for  non- 
payment of  dues  the  following  proviso,  which  strikes  us  as  eminently 
proper : 

'*Pro\'ided  said  payment  be  made  within  one  year  after  his  suspen- 
sion, but  if  the  dues  be  not  paid  within  one  year  after  his  suspension, 
the  suspended  brother  can  only  be  restored  upon  application  to  the 
Lodge  which  suspended  him,  and  a  unanimous  ballot  as  is  required 
in  case  of  other  applicants  for  membership  in  the  Lodge,"  and  re- 
spectfully recommend  the  adoption  of  said  amendment. 

Without  this  the  delinquent  could  reinstate  himself  after  the  lapse 
of  any  time. 
Bro.  G.  D.  Buckner,  Grand  Master;  Hiram  Bassett,  Secretary. 

(7) 
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Brother  James  W.  Slaton  made  the  report  on  correspondence,  and 
deplores  the  appointment  of  himself  as  chairman  of  the  committee, 
because  he  has  been  preceded  by  so  many  illustrious  writers,  and  be- 
cause he  has  heretofore  preferred  to  read  the  productioas  of  others  to 
his  own. 

He  f(ives  Alabama  friendly  notice.  In  commenting  upon  Grand 
Master  Tompkins'  twelfth  decision,  1881,  which  prohibits  a  secretary 
of  a  Lodge  from  receiving  any  portion  of  dues  from  one  **who  is  in- 
debted to  the  Lodge  for  two  years'  dues,"  without  the  consent  of  the 
Lodge,  he  thus  speaks— thus  giving  tone  to  sentiments  expressed  by 
us  in  Jurisprudence  Committee  : 

We  are  uuable  to  see  why  a  Secretary  should  refuse  to  receive  a 
part  of  a  meiiil)er's  dues  without  pajTuentof  the  whf>le.  If  a  member 
owes  five  dollurs  dues  and  chooses  to  pay  one  dollar  per  week  until 
the  whole  is  satistiod,  we  can  see  no  good  reason  why  he  should  be 
refused  such  permission  without  the  consent  of  the  Lodge.  Alabama 
may  have  some  local  regulation  on  the  subject,  but  the  principle  we 
think  is  wron«^.  The  truth  is,  no  Lodge  ought  to  allow  any  member 
to  get  in  arrears  two  years,  and  thereby  subject  him  to  such  incon- 
venience as  to  compel  him  to  ask  permission  of  the  Lodge  for  the 
privilege  of  making  partial  payments. 

LOULSIANA. 

The  Seventy-first  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was 
held  on  12th  of  February,  1883,  Wm.  Ritchie  Whittaker,  M.  W.  Grand 
Mjister,  and  rei)resenttitives  from  58  chartered  Lodges  being  present. 
One  hundred  and  thirty  Lodges  are  borne  upon  the  roll,  with  a  mem- 
bership of  4,382,  th«*re  having  been  a  loss  during  the  year  of  118. 

In  relation  to  the  joint  occupancy  of  halls  by  Lodges  and  other 
bodies  not  nmsouic  we  think  the  views  expressed  by  th«  Grand  Mas- 
ter in  his  adilrchs  eminently  sensible  and  apt  : 

Cannot  Lodges  be  safely  entrusted  with  the  management  of  this 
subject?  It  appears  to  mo  that  in  any  matter  of  this  character, 
affecting  the  individual  Lodge  alone,  the  principle  of  local  self- 
government,  home  rule,  might,  ^^^th  propriety,  ]w  allowad  to  i)revail. 
A  rigid  rule,  universal  in  effect,  may  suit  very  well  the  gn-at  majority 
of  cjises,  l»nt  in  isoLited  instances  may  prove  a  serious  inconvenience 
or  hunlship.  The  remedy  is,  of  course,  found  in  jin  application  to 
the  (Jran.l  Master;  but  this  involves,  in  the  case  under  consideration, 
so  many  exercises  of  the  dispensing  power,  as  almost  to  nullify  the 
hiw.  The  jii(l:4iiients  of  Grand  Masters  are  pretty  fallible.  Justice 
is  not  certain  to  b«'  found  when  sought.  The  law  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
becomes  less  venerated  by  its  frecpunt  suspension,  and  prerogatives 
artf  usually  more  to  be  admired  in  the  abstract  than  in  their  ex'erci^e. 
The  Lodges  have  inherent  rights,  more  important  than  this,  of  de- 
ciding who  may  enter  their  rooms  when  there  is  no  Masonic  work 
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there,  rights  that  Grand  Lodges  cannot  disturb  while  the  Lodge  ex- 
ists. The  Constitution  of  our  Order,  the  very  body  of  Masonry, 
recognizGH  these  rights,  and  the  fitness  of  the  orotherhood  to  enjoy 
their  exercise. 

If  in  our  Lodge  rooms  we  may  pass  on  more  important  matters 
with  absolute  independence,  is  il  too  much  to  ask  that  it  be  left  to 
each  Lodge  —to  the  intelligence,  the  reverence  for  Masonry,  the  sense 
of  propriety,  of  its  members — to  settle  for  itself  this  question  of  joint 
occupancy,  without  any  interference  from  any  quarter  ? 

Whereupon  he  recommends  the  repeal  of  all  laws  upon  the  subject. 
We  like  the  following  action.    It  is  a  return  to  the  ways  of  oar 
fathers : 

liesolctil,  That  hereafter,  each  delegate  or  representative  from  a 
Lodge  and  District  Deputy  Grand  Master,  when  in  attendance  on 
Grand  Lodge,  shtiU  be  required  to  wear  the  jewel  of  the  office  which 
he  represents,  and  that  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  are  reouested 
to  wenr  in  addition,  jewels  of  past  rank,  appertaining  to  Graft  Mason- 
ry ;  and  honorary  jewels  appertaining  to  any  body  of  Masonry  recog- 
nized by  this  Grand  Lodge,  are  permitted  to  be  worn. 

A  wonderful  amount  of  good  has  heretofore  been  done  by  Louisiana 
Relief  Lodge,  but  the  report  in  these  proceedings  evinces  that  the 
LrKlges  are  becoming  "weary  in  well  doing,"  for  without  the  Grand 
Lod<{e  donation  and  the  overflow  fund  this  beneficent  institution 
would  have  Vieen  powerless  for  good. 

Jtimes  L.  Lobdell,  Grand  Master;  J.  0.  Batchelor,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  John  G.  Fleming  made  the  report  on  correspondence,  giv- 
ing Alabama  for  1881  sufficient  notice.  He  thinks  the  position  taken 
by  Grand  Master  Tompkins  in  his  9th  ruling  "wrong  in  theory,  wrong 
in  principle,"  and  would  never  be  generally  accepted,  or  generally 
permitted,  and  should  not  be  even  permitted  at  all  without  dispen- 
sations." 

The  ruling  objected  to  is  as  follows :  "A  dimitted  Mason  residing 
in  one  jurisdiction,  may  apply  to  and  affiliate  with  a  Lodge  in  another, 
and  is  not  required  to  obtain  the  consent  of  the  Lodge  in  whose  juris- 
diction he  resides  before  doing  so.  A  dimitted  Mason  residing  in 
this  St4ite  may  affiliate  with  a  Lodge  in  Georgia.*' 

To  which  ho  says  : 

Tliat  may  be  very  well,  so  far  as  Alabama  is  concerned  ;  but  what 
would  Georgia,  or  any  other  neighboring  jurisdiction,  have  to  say 
about  unaffiliated  Alabama  Masons  crossing  jurisdictional  lines,  to 
reiustjite  themselves  in  membership  in  the  Fraternity? 

We  do  not  jigree  vdih  him,  but  feel  no  disposition  other  than  to  give  the 
intormation  to  our  brethren.  We  think  him  altogether  correct  in  his 
commentary  on  the  opinion  of  the  committee  on  jnrispradenoe, 
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whicb  was  that  a  dimit  ahonld  be  granted  upon  application,  provided 
the  brother  was  clear  on  the  books,  and  his  diiuission  would  not  * 're- 
duce the  membership  below  the  constitutional  number,'*  «L'c.  He 
thus  gives  utterance  : 

The  condition  of  the  Lodge  should  have  nothing  to  do  with  a 
brother's  right  to  dimit,  any  more  than  it  has  with  his  right  to  leave 
its  jurisdiction  or  die  when  his  time  comes.  It  may  not  be  unmasonic 
to  wish  him  to  retain  his  membership  and  continue  his  services,  or  to 
ask  him  to  do  so,  but  it  is  unwise  and  unmasonic,  both,  to  enact  laws 
intended  to  compel  him  to  do  so.  If  the  brother  seeking  the  dimit 
was  one  of  only  seven  members  of  a  Lodge,  how  could  the  remaining 
six  work  without  his  presence,  or  how  can  his  attendance  be  enforced? 
It  is  better  that  a  Lodge  should  demise  than  that  its  existence  be 
maintained  by  coercion,  and  the  depriving  of  a  brother  or  brethren 
of  his  or  their  rights. 

We  also  agree  with  hira  in  thinking  our  Grand  Lodge  acted  some- 
what hastily  in  giving  recognition  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South 
Wales.  In  all  such  cases  it  is  well  to  remember  the  adage  of  the 
Latins,  **fesiina  lenie,"  and  act  accordingly.  His  views  and  his  rea- 
sons therefore  are  given  at  some  length  and  we  would  have  copied 
them  but  space  forbids. 

MAINE. 

We  take  up  the  proceedings  of  this  Grand  Lodge  with  a  great  deal 
of  pleasure  always,  because  we  know  that  we  shall  find  a  great  deal 
to  admire,  and  indeed  but  little  to  condemn.  The  pamphlet  before 
us  contains  the  proceedings  of  the  Siity-fourth  Annual  Communica- 
tion of  this  Grand  Lodge,  held  on  May  1,  1883,  under  the  guidance 
of  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Marquis  F.  King,  with  represenUitives  from 
168  Lodges,  the  entire  number  of  Lodges  being  181.  The  member- 
ship numbers  19,4G9,  or  an  average  of  107  U)  the  Lodge.  Our  Maine 
brethren  must  love  Masonry  more  than  it  is  beloved  among  us,  and 
by  not  multiplying  Lodges,  but  strengthening  each  Lodge  in  mem- 
bership, how  much  more  able  are  they  to  do  good.  Tlie  increase 
during  the  year  was  -111. 

We  are  a  little  suprised  to  find  the  Grand  Master  limiting  the  Ma- 
sonic year  to  twelve  moons,  when  it  is  pretty  well  known  that  in  each 
year  there  are  thirteen  moons,  and  a  little  still  to  spare. 

We  congratulate  the  Grand  Master  and  the  brethren  of  Maine  on 
the  handsome  showing  made  of  the  Order  in  the  Grand  Master's 
address  following  : 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  note  that  returns  have  been  received  from  every 
lodge*     Ihese  show  tlwit  eight  hundrotl  and  five  have  been  initiated, 
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an  increase  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  over  last  year ;  one 
hundred  and  thirteen  have  been  reinstated,  an  increase  of  thirty- 
ei«^ht.  The  visits  of  the  angel  of  death  have  been  nnnsnally  frequent 
during  the  year- -two  hundred  and  sixty-five;  one  of  each  seventy- 
two  htia  been  transferred  to  the  celestial  lodge.  Our  present  mem- 
bership is  (19,409)  nineteen  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty-nine,  a 
gain  of  four  hundred  and  seventy-eight.     Maine  stands  first  of  all 

i'urisdictions  in  the  world  m  the  proportion  of  masons  to  population, 
n  a  table  published  in  the  Report  on  Correspondence  of  our  Grand 
Oommandery  in  1881,  it  was  shown  that,  taking  the  last  census  of 
white  population,  three  per  cent,  were  Masons.  Nevada  came  next 
with  2^.  Vermont  followed  with  2J,  the  District  of  Ck)lumbia  and 
Connecticut  with  2J,  New  Hampshire  with  2},  Montana  with  2j|,  Mis- 
8issi])pi  with  2  per  cent.,  etc.  Now  that  we  are  once  more  advancing 
we  can  feel  assured  that  we  shall  still,  in  Masonry,  do  honor  to  our 
State  motto,  **Dirujor 

We  do  not  think  we  have  ever  met  a  more  practical  or  better  ad- 
dress than  that  of  Grand  Master  King.  It  is  full  of  instrnction, 
kindly  given,  and  closes  thus  : 

The  sun  of  my  official  career  is  in  the  west  and  rapidly  sinking  to- 
wards the  horizon,  and  you  turn  your  faces  to  welcome  the  dawn  of 
a  no\v'  day.  May  he  on  whom  your  choice  shall  fall,  as  my  successor, 
bring  to  the  fulfillment  of  his  honorable  trust  all  needed  wisdom  and 
fidelity.  May  the  sun  of  his  official  course  rise  with  fairest  promise 
on  our  beloved  institution,  and  may  it  pursue  its  way  through  an  un- 
clouded sky.  "Therefore,  brethren,  stand  fast,  and  hold  the  tradi- 
tion which  ye  have  been  taught,  be  at  peace  among  yourselves,  warn 
them  that  are  unruly,  comfort  the  feeble-minded,  support  the  weak, 
be  patient  toward  all  men."  "  See  that  none  render  e\il  for  evil  unto 
any  man,  but  ever  follow  that  which  is  good  both  among  yourselves 
and  idl  mon.  If  there  come  any  unto  you  and  bring  not  this  doctrine, 
receive;  him  not  into  you  house." 

*'  Now  the  Lord  of  peace  himself  give  you  peace  always  by  aU 
means." 

We  find  the  Grand  Lodge  so  amended  its  constitution  as  to  limit 
the  jurisdiction  of  a  Lodge  over  a  rejected  applicant  to  five  years. 
We  think  some  limit  ought  to  be  established  and  that  the  jurisdiction 
should  not  be  perpetual  as  it  is  here. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted,  and  we  suppose  means  that 
every  visitor  must  present  a  diploma,  or  he  will  not  be  examined.  If 
this  be  so,  why  ?  We  had  always  been  taught  that  we  might  ascertain 
who  should  be  admitted  by  due  examination,  strict  trial,  or  lawful 
information,  nor  have  we  ourself  ever  thought  that  we  would  have 
been  denied  even  an  examination  because  we  had  not  carried  onr 
diploma  along  with  us  : 

Ji^s^^b•f^^^  That  the  ^Master  of  any  Lodge  may  require  of  any  person, 
who  may  wish  to  be  examined  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  such  Lodge, 
a  voucher  under  seal,  that  such  person  had  been  initiated  in  a  regular 
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Lodge :  and  Masters  are  injoined  not  to  allow  any  person  to  visit 
their  respective  Lodges  without  being  vouched  for  by  some  well 
known  brother  present,  or  being  found  by  strict  examination  to  be  a 
Mason  in  good  standing. 

Brother  Wm.  K.  G.  Estes  was  made  Grand  Master,  and  Brother  Ira 
Berry  continued  Grand  Secretary. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence,  consisting  of  Brothers  Josiah 
H.  Drummond,  Edward  P.  Bumham  and  Stephen  Berry,  made  a  very 
elaborate  report  on  the  several  proceedings  reviewed,  and  among  them 
we  find  those  of  Alabama  for  1882.  Of  our  remarks  under  California, 
last  year,  in  relation  to  her  effort  to  set  in  motion  a  plan  for  a  widows 
and  orphans  home,  wherein  we  spoke  of  an  annual  contribution 
from  each  member  of  $5,  the  committee  says  : 

Five  dollars  a  year  for  each  member  is  theoretically  a  small  sum  : 
and  vet  experience  shows  that  a  per  capita  tax  of  one  dollar  a  year 
for  cnaritable  purposes  has  come  near  disrupting  a  Grand  Lodge.  The 
project  of  our  Alabama  brethren  is  a  most  highly  commendable  one  ; 
out  we  trust  that  they  have  learned  wisdom  from  the  experience  of 
others,  and  will  not  embark  in  the  actual  enterprise  upon  aniidptitetl 
revenues,  but  will  have  the  money  in  hand  before  they  begin  lo  ex- 
pend it. 

We  did  not  propose  to  start  so  gigantic  an  enterprise  on  this  basis, 
we  only  wished  our  brethren  to  see  if  all  would  but  put  themselves 
to  work  in  that  direction  how  readily  it  could  be  accomplished.  For 
ourself  we  do  not  think  that  any  practicable  scheme  can  be  devised 
for  Alabama.  There  is  not  enough  willingness  in  the  indiWdual 
members  of  the  fraternity  to  sacrifice  for  the  future,  and  for  the  fu- 
ture we  must  work  if  in  this  matter  we  work  at  all. 

Not  having  received  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scot- 
land, though  we  have  those  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  we  avtiil  ourselves 
of  Bro.  Drummond's  review  of  Scotland  to  copy  in  relation  to  New 
South  Wales  the  following  from  the  proceedings  of  that  Grand  Lodge. 

"Grand  Secretary  submitted  several  communications  from  the  Dis- 
trict Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales,  embracing  a  series  of  elabor- 
ately prepared  statistics  of  the  Scottish  Craft  in  that  Colony  by  the 
District  Grand  Secretary,  Brother  William  Higstrim.  At  the  Annual 
Communication,  held  at  Sydney  on  25th  July,— Brother  Dr.  William 
G.  Sedgwick,  District  Grand  Master,  presiding,  — the  District  Grand 
Committee  reported  :  *  Communications  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Scotland  were  submitted,  and  read  with  marks  of  approval,  and  the 
comment  was  passed  that  too  much  praise  could  not  be  accorded  to 
the  Right  Worshipful  the  Grand  Secretary  of  Scotland,  for  his  cnnr- 
teousness  and  i>roiuiititude  in  attending  to  requirements  where  this 
District  is  concerned,  was  met  with  hearty  acclamation.'  Under  re- 
port by  the  District  Grand  Secretary,  the  followinj^  information  is 
given  :     *  The  progrees  of  the  Constitution  during  the  past  year  has. 
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in  every  respect,  been  one  of  advancement,  thus  clearly  and  nnmiB- 
takiibly  proving  thut  lawful  Freemasonry,  as  practiced  under  the 
Wiirrants  of  the  Grand  Dodge  of  Scotland,  is  still  progressing.  We 
are  satislied  with  substantial  recognition  throughout  the  world  as 
masons  of  lawful  standing,  leaving  others  to  be  satisfied  with  a  loss 
extended  recognition.  Our  lodges,  I  am  proud  to  say,  are  thoroughly 
loyal  to  the  parent  stem  from  which  their  existence  is  drawn,  and  are 
working  with  a  will  to  disseminate  the  precepts  of  the  Order,  as  laid 
down  from  time  immemorial,  to  those  who  are  found  worthy  to  enter 
our  portals,  and  this  without  having  recourse  to  proselytism  in  any 
shape  or  form  whatever,  to  further  the  interest  of  what  has  stood  the 
test  of  time,  since  the  first  formation  of  the  Scottish  Craft  in  this 
District,  in  1851,  when  the  Mother  Lodge,  St.  Andrew,  No.  358,  was 
erected,  and  the  ordeal  that  wo  have  been  called  upon  to  pass  through 
and  the  varying  fortunes  attendant  thereon,  have  been  fully  overcome, 
as  ever  is  the  case  where  truth  is  concerned.  It  has  been  freely  as- 
serted by  some,  who  are  far  from  being  masonicAlly  in  the  right  path, 
that  ours,  as  well  as  the  Constitutions  of  England  and  Ireland,  must 
colliipse.  But  until  an  Australiiui  Grand  Lodge  bo  erected,  with  the 
a^)proval  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland,  we  do  not  intend  to  recog- 
nize any  other  so-called  Australian  Grand  Lodge.  Our  views  upon 
this  matter  have  been  fully  endorsed  by  the  most  eminent  masonic 
authorities  of  the  day.  While  doing  so,  we  hold  out  the  fratefnal 
hiind  of  fellowship  to  those  who  have  remained  unshaken  in  their 
fealty,  and  firm  in  principle  to  the  precepts  they  promised  to  uphold 
when  received  into  the  order  '  At  date,  JuneSdth,  thirty-one  lodges, 
with  a  subscribing  membership  numbering  1172,  including  114  Past 
MastiTs,  were  working  under  the  Scottish  Constitution,  and  upwards 
of  t*12(M)  stood  at  the  credit  of  District  Grand  Lodge.  Grand  Secre- 
tary said  that  since  the  publication  of  the  proceedings  under  notice, 
the  Lodge  WooUoomooloo  No.  386,  had  been  re-opened,  and  that  with 
a  new  lodge  (Midlothian,  Sydney),  erected  under  dispensation,  there 
were  at  present  thirty-three  Scotch  lodges  in  active  operation  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  District  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales." 

This  we  do  because  we  have  already  recognized  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Now  South  Wales,  and  we  should  know  not  only  what  that  Grand 
Lodge  is  doing,  but  what  also  other  Grand  Bodies,  which  are  interested 
in  the  welfare  of  the  brethren  there,  are  doing. 

Under  Kentucky  we  find  his  views  in  relation  to  a  ballot  for  all  the 
degrees  at  once,  instead  of  a  separate  ballot  for  each  degree.  Here 
we  have  the  latter  method  **and  it  works  well :" 

We  do  not  agree  :  firsts  because  we  have  had  the  one  ballot  system 
somo  twenty-five  years,  and  it  works  well:  secowJ^  we  do  agree  with 
the  opinion  of  Bro.  Morris,  for  when  a  candidate  petitions,  he  askg 
for  the  <b.'grees  in  the  gift  of  the  Lodge,  and  not  merely  for  the  first 
degr<e,  and  if  lie  supposed  he  would  get  only  that  degree,  ho  would 
not  petition  at  nil.  Indoed,  he  probably  does  not  have  a  clo;ir  appro- 
hoTision  of  ihijni's:  or,  if  he  does,  he  considers  them  only  as  steps  by 
which  he  arrives  at  the  goal  he  seeks.  Therefore,  when  we  ballot  on 
his  p«aition,  wo  ballot  upon  the  whole  proposition  contained  or  ini- 
plie<l  in  it.     It  can  not  be  justly  compaired  with  his  advancing  to  the 
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Chapter;  a  Lodge  which  would  accept  a  candidate  only  to  give  him 
one  degree  would  perpetrate  a  gross  fraud  upon  him.  If,  after  he 
has  been  received,  it  turns  out  that  he  is  not  capable  of  promotion, 
that  is  quite  another  thing  :  it  is  his  own  fault  or  misfortune,  and  not 
that  of  the  Lodge. 

We  copy  from  the  conclusion  what  must  be  both  painful  and  pleas- 
ant to  all  good  Masons  : 

From  our  Table  of  Statistics  it  will  be  seen  that  (as  we  predicted 
last  year)  the  lowest  ebb,  so  far  as  numbers  are  concerned,  has  been 
reached,  and  that  we  have  made  a  handsome  increase.  This  is  cause 
for  rejoicing,  but  still  our  joy  is  lessened  by  the  recollection  that  an 
army  of  nearly  fifteen  thousand  has  marched  out  of  our  camp  through 
the  gate  of  *  ^suspension  for  non-payment  of  dues:"  the  only  consola- 
tion we  have  in  this  aspect  of  the  case  is  that  the  size  of  this  detach- 
ment carried  out  by  discretion  (in  many  cases  enforced^  we  have  no 
doubt)  is  less  than  it  has  been  for  many  years. 

MANITOBA. 

At  the  Eighth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  thin 
far*off  portion  of  our  continent,  M.  W.  Bro.  John  Hoadly  Bell,  Grand 
Master,  presided.  It  was  held  on  the  14th  day  of  February,  1883.  At 
it  were  present  repref^entatives  from  14  of  the  15  Lod^^es  then  in  esse; 
seven  which  had  been  working  U.  D.  were  chartered  at  this  session. 
Twenty-two  Lodges  comprise  the  jurisdiction,  having  a  membership 
of  778;  the  gain  during  the  year  being  96. 

The  Grand  Lodge  had  convened  at  an  earlier  period  for  the  par- 
pose  of  laying  the  corner  stone  of  a  county  building,  and  in  the 
Grand  Master's  address  on  that  occasion,  we  find  the  following  : 

Ladies  :  Yon  are  not  excluded  from  the  benefits  of  Masonry :  your 
sacred  rights  are  acknowledged  and  recognized  before  our  altars*;  let 
me  assure  you,  my  fair  hearers,  that  you  are  to  a  considerable  extent 
participants  in  the  beneficent  and  guardian  care  of  the  Fraternity. 
The  brotherhood  bears  a  shield  for  your  virtues  and  a  bountiful  hand 
to  relieve  your  necessities.     All  that  is  noble  and  grand  in  charucter, 

Sure  and  gentle  in  ptission  of  the  sterner  sex,  is  pledged  to  woman's 
onor  and  purity,  whether  she  be  wife,  daughter,  mother,  or  sister  of 
a  brother. 

Of  the  prospects  of  that  distant  region,  which  we  of  the  almost 
tropical  South  have  recently  been  wont  to  regard  as  a  region  of  cold 
and  frost  and  snow,  too  severe  for  human  residence,  Grand  Master 
Bell  Bays  : 

The  dawning  year  cheers  us,  not  so  much  by  the  fruits  of  the 
present,  as  by  the  promises  of  the  future.  Here,  at  the  j^ateway  of 
the  almost  measureless  North-west,  we  feel  that  we  stand  beside' the 
cradle  of  a  great  nation.     That  we  dwell  very  near  to  what  is  yet  to 
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be  the  heart  of  the  great  Dominion.  That  on  the  edge  of  the  vast 
fertile  pniiries  we  look  out  on  the  future  wheat  granary  of  the  world. 
That  in  our  railway  Rystems  and  magnificent  water  stretches  we  hold 
what  will  become  the  groat  highway  of  travel  and  commerce  between 
ocean  and  ocean.  To  the  east  and  north  and  west  of  us  timber  limits 
of  vast  iiuportancc,  mines  of  gold  and  silver  of  yet  but  faintly  im- 
agined richness,  and  to  the  west  great  coal  fields  of  immense  value, 
with  these  almost  unlimited  fields  on  every  side,  brethren  it  is  for 
each  and  every  one  of  us  to  "act  well  his  part." 

The  proceedings  were  of  local  interest,  save  in  one  particular.  You 
will  recollect  that  we  mentioned  last  yaer  the  fact  that  this  Grand 
Lodge  had  granted  a  dispensation  for  the  establishment  of  a  Lodge 
in  Africa  at  Tangier.  This,  in  consequence  of  the  super-servioeable- 
ness  of  the  agent  of  the  Grand  Lodge  became  a  source  of  trouble — 
but  happily  the  Grand  Master  was  firm  and  decided,  and  being  fully 
sustained  by  his  Grand  Lodge,  the  probabilities  are  now  great  that 
the  difficulties  growing  out  of  it  will  speedily  be  removed. 

Brother  Bell  was  again  made  Grand  Master,  and  Brother  U.  D.  P. 
LeCappellain  continued  Grand  Secretary. 

There  is  no  report  on  correspondence. 

MARYLAND. 

On  the  21st  November,  18ft2,  the  Ninety-Sixth  Annual  Communi- 
cation of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  State  was  opened  in  ample  form  by 
Grand  Master  John  S.  Tyson.  Seventy-six  Lodges  were  represented. 
Total  number  of  active  masons,  4,655;  loss  during  the  year,  about  75. 

The  Grand  Master,  however,  sees  an  active  revival  of  interest  in 
masonry  in  the  jurisdiction,  and  the  Grand  Inspectors  report  the 
same.     Of  masonry,  the  Grand  Master  beautifully  says  : 

When  we  trace  our  lineage  through  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, through  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  to  those  remote  ages 
when  our  operative  brethren,  linked  together  by  the  same  ties  that 
bind  us,  and  by  one  common  avocation,  reared  those  magnificent 
works  of  architecture  which  have  been  the  admiration  of  every  age  — 
when  wo  thus  truce  the  course  of  Freemasonry,  from  the  dim  vista 
of  remote  anti(iuity,  through  a  succession  of  centuries  to  the  present 
time,  we  can  only  compare  it  to  a  mighty  river,  having  its  source  hid- 
den amid  the  mountain  lakes  and  cloud-capped  peaks  of  some  un- 
known country,  running  through  many  lands,  fertilizing  and  giving 
life  to  them— ever  the  same  river — but  whose  waters  are  ever  chang- 
ing, even  as  we  who  compose  this  Grand  Lodge  are  ever  passing  away 
and  the  Grand  Lodge  still  remains. 

Kefiecting  upon  the  persecutions  and  trials  to  which  our  Fraternity 
in  past  ages  has  been  subjected,  both  from  church  and  state,  and  the 
prejudices  that  have  been  excited  against  it  in  modem  times  by  un- 
reasoning fanatics  and  demagogues,  and  that  Freemasonry,  notwith- 
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standing,  has  still  snrvived — when  we  consider  the  long  line  of  illns- 
trions  men  who  have  been  attached  to  its  principles  and  zealons  in 
its  service,  and  that  it  nnmbers  amonij;  its  adherents  the  king  and  the 
peasant,  the  high  and  the  low,  the  rich  and  the  poor,  the  learned  and 
the  unlearned,  men  of  all  trades  and  occupations,  of  all  countries  and 
of  all  political  and  religious  creeds  —we  can  not  avoid  the  conclusion 
that  Freemasonry  has  some  reason  for  its  being— that  it  meets  and 
gratifies  some  want  in  human  nature. 

The  business  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  entirely  of  a  local  character. 
The  comer  stone  of  the  new  post-office  was  laid  with  appropriate 
ceremonies,  and  an  address  delivered  by  Brother  John  B.  Latrobe, 
-which,  however,  was  very  largely  historic. 

John  S.  Tyson,  Grand  Master;  Jacob  H.  Medairy,  Grand  Secretary. 

There  was  no  correspondence  report. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  this  State  holds  its  communications  semi- 
annually and  the  proceedings  before  us  are  for  the  one  hundred  and 
ninety-third,  held  on  the  8th  of  May,  1883,  with  Grand  Master  John 
8.  Tyson  in  the  east,  with  representatives  from  73  Lodges.  We  can- 
not ascertain  whether  the  numbers  are  increasing  or  diminishing. 
The  recapitulation  shows  4,841  as  the  number  of  Master  Masons  on 
the  rolls.  The  withdrawals  appear  to  be  as  last  year,  greater  than 
those  who  are  passed,  and  are  10  greater  than  the  affiliations— and 
the  Grand  Muster  appears  to  be  in  as  much  doubt  as  ourself  for  he 
says  of  the  Craft : 

From  my  own  observation,  and  from  reliable  information,  lam  sat- 
isfied that  the  Lodges  generally  in  this  city  are  in  a  healthy  and  pros- 
perous condition.  The  attendance  has  increased,  as  also  the  amount 
of  work  done.  I  much  regret  that  I  can  give  you  no  information  as 
to  the  condition  of  the  Lodges  out  of  this  city,  except  to  sav  (and  no 
news  is  good  news,)  that  nothing  detrimental  to  the  general  interests 
of  ^lasonry  in  this  State  has  come  to  my  knowlenge. 

We  find  the  Grand  Master  denouncing  as  in  bad  taste  publishing 
to  the  worhl  by  advertisements  in  the  papers,  of  the  work  a  Lodge  is 
doing,  and  we  are  pleased  to  see  him  giving  utterance  to  sentiments 
on  this  subject  that  should  entitle  him  to  the  admiration  of  the 
brethren  everywhere,  who  are  imbued  with  the  true  masonic  spirit. 

There  is  a  very  large  debt  overhanging  the  Grand  Lodge  for  build- 
ing its  Masonic  Temple.  Is  it  not  far  bettor  to  follow  in  the  footsteps 
of  our  ancient  brethren  and  meet  in  lowly  halls,  and  be  free  from  the 
hampering  of  a  heavy  debt,  than  which  nothing  destroys  the  efficiency 
of  the  Order  more. 

Both,  the  Grand  Lodges  of  New  South  Wales  and  Arizona  were 
recognized  at  this  communication. 
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Brother  TyRon  remains  Grand  Master,  there  being  no  election  at 
this  session,  and  Brother  John  H.  Modairy  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Ferdinand  J.  S.  Gorgas,  M.  D.,  made  the  report  on  cor- 
respondence. These  doctors  write  nsnally  Tery  trenchent  reports, 
vUl^  those  of  our  friend  now  deceased  of  new  Jersey,  and  formerly  one 
of  Indiana,  and  Blackshear  of  Georgia.  Spare  us,  ye  catting  breth- 
ren!    We  thank  him,  however,  for  his  kind  greeting  of  oorself. 

From  these  proceedings  we  ascertain  what  is  spoken  of  as  the 
Massachusetts  departure.  When  reviewing  Massachusetts  we  over- 
looked this  action,  and  the  circumstances  surrounding  us  then  must 
plead  for  us.  But  we  give  below  the  resolutions  of  that  Grand  Body 
for  amendments  to  the  constitution,  with  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee to  which  they  were  referred,  which  reported  at  the  next  com- 
munication : 

That  the  liability  of  loss  to  the  brethren,  in  mere  money,  is  so  great, 
ho  felt  compelled,  on  this  account  alone,  to  give  them  this  informa- 
tion, as  a  word  in  season  for  their  protection  ;  but  especially  because 
many  of  the  most  zealous  brethren  are  liable  io  be  deceived  and 
caught  by  these  specious  pretenders,  and  so  becoming  unwarily  the 
instruments  of  introducing  into  our  councils  discord  and  dissensions. 

He  particularly  cautioned  the  younger  brethren  to  guard  against 
being  j)laced  in  a  false  position,  and  to  >*ithdraw  their  countenance 
from  all  pretences  to  the  selling  or  giving  away  of  so-called  Masonic 
mysteries  ;  for  the  clandestine  Masonry  hawked  about  in  the  market- 
places, however  sweet  it  may  seem  in  the  taking,  will  be  sure  to  dis- 
gust in  the  end.  The  ohler  brethren,  remembering  the  unhappy 
state  of  feeling  which  existed  eighteen  years  ago,  from  divisions  in 
the  Fraternity,  will,  of  all  things,  deprecate  any  repetition  of  such 
an  experience,  and  will  recognize  the  imperative  necessity  of  ward- 
ing off  this  theatened  attack  upon  the  harmony  aud  dignity  of  our 
beloved  Institution. 

He  further  stated  that  he  did  not  believe  that  any  brother,  who 
had  lately  entered  into  these  spurious  organizations,  had  done  so 
from  any  lack  of  tidelity  to  Masonry,  or  with  any  thought  of  the  in- 
congruity of  the  relations  it  would  occasion  ;  for  the  spirit  that  im- 
pelled the  traffic  would  not  be  generally  understood,  nor  its  unhappy 
results  fully  realized,  until  the  mischief  had  been  done. 

Wherfupon  the  following  amendments  to  the  Constitntion  were 
prepared  : 

**  Whereas  this  Grand  Lodge  recognizes  no  degrees  in  Masonry  ex. 
cept  those  conferred  under  the  regulations  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of 
the  various  States  and  Territories  of  the  Unite<l  States  and  the  Gov- 
erniiu^nts  throughout  the  world  ;  and  whereas  it  admits  the  following 
named  organizations  to  be  regular  and  duly  constituted  Masonic 
Bodies,  namely  : 

**  The  General  CJrand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  the  United  States ; 
The  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapters  of  the  several  States  and  Territories 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  Royal  Arch  Chapters  and  other  bodies 
under  their  jurisdictions  ;  The  General  Grand  Council  of  Boyal  and 
Select  Masters  of  the  United  States  :  The  Grand  Councils  of  Royfd 
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and  Select  Masters  of  the  several  States  and  Territories  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  Councils  under  their  jurisdiction  ;  The  Grand  En- 
campment of  the  United  States  ;  The  Grand  Commanderies  of  the 
several  States  and  Territories  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Com- 
manderies under  their  jurisdiction  ;  The  Supreme  Councils  of  the 
Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  for  the  Northern  and  Southern 
jurisdictions  of  the  United  States,  of  which  Henry  L.  Palmer  and  Alhert 
Pike  are  M.  P.  Sov.  Grand  Commanders  respectively,  and  the  various 
bodies  under  their  jurisdiction. 

**Now,  therefore,  it  is  hereby  declared  that  any  Mason  who  is  ad- 
mitted in  this  jurisdiction,  into  any  other  Orders,  as  Masonic,  wheth- 
er called  the  Rite  of  Memphis  or  by  any  other  name,  is  acting  nn- 
masonically,  and  for  such  conduct  shall  be  liable  to  be  expelled  from 
all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry,  and  shaU  be  ineligble  for 
membership  or  office  in  this  Grand  Lodge. 

**  Any  Mason  in  this  jurisdiction  who  shall  hawk  or  sell  any  of  the 
degrees,  so-called,  herein  before  forbidden,  calling  them  degrees  in 
Masonry,  may  be  expelled  from  all  the  rights  and  privileges  ot  Ma- 
sonry." 

This  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  the  Grand  Master  decided 
must  lay  over  until  the  next  meeting,  at  which  time  the  whole  subject 
matter  came  up  on  a  report  from  the  special  Committee,  who  reported 
as  follows  : 

"I.  To  protect  the  bodies  of  the  Rite  recognized  as  regular  and  duly 
constituted  from  injury  or  invasion  fomented  in  or  proceeding  from 
this  jurisdiction,  and  for  this  purpose  to  protect  our  Lodges  from  be- 
coming forums  whence  schisms,  rivalry  or  invasion  of  the  well  de- 
fined spheres  of  such  Masonic  organizations  shall  be  propt^ated  or 
recruited. 

"*2.  To  prevent  our  Lodges  from  being  disturbed  or  distracted  by 
the  agitation  within  them  of  unfriendly  designs  against  regular  Ma- 
sonic institutions  existing  in  recognized  friendly  relations  to  this 
Grand  Lodge. 

**  3.  To  protect  the  Lodges  from  the  entry  of  causes  of  discord 
and  contention  in  their  midst,  and  to  protect  the  Craftsmen  against 
impostors  and  imposition  attempted  in  the  name  and  disguise  of 
Masonry. 

'*4.  To  discourage  and  repress  unmasonic  conduct  towards  brother 
Masons,  and  to  preserve  tlie  juat  and  nj)right  righteousness  of  the 
Freemasonry  practiced  in  Massachusetts. 

"  Who,  having  the  option  before  him,  would  prefer  to  subject  the 
strength  of  his  Lodge  to  the  rending  force  of  faction  and  discord, 
rather  than  relieve  it  by  prudent  measures  of  such  strains  ?  Every 
member  hving  in  this  State  of  the  regular  bodies  threatened  belongs 
to  some  one  of  our  Lodges.  The  schismatic,  rival  or  bogus  schemers 
depend  on  obUiining  recruits  from  our  Lodges  for  strength  and 
means  ;  here  they  carry  on  their  secret  work,  and  hence  the  distrac- 
tion falls  mainly  on  our  Lodges  ;  here  friendships  are  in  danger:  here 
the  collision  will  take  place,  the  rage  be  engendered,  brother  be  set 
against  brother,  and  harmony  of  Masonry  be  crushed  by  broil,  hatred 
and  faction.  This  is  no  imaginary  picture.  The  many  among  us  who 
recollect  the  strain  brought  upon  tin;  L)di4es  many  years  a'^o  in  con- 
sequence of  a  division  in  one  oi  the  regular  ^lasonie  lK)die»,  very 
Jiappily  long  since  healed,  will  not  neglect  the  warnings  of  our  hon- 
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ored  Grand  Masters  against  tolerating  the  persistent  effort  to  create 
within  our  Lodges  rival  and  hostile  camps. 

**  The  good  name  and  safety  of  Masonry  demands  that  the  Grand 
LfOdge,  for  its  own  sake,  shall  stop  these  unseemly  and  unmasonic 
proceedings,  which  clearly  militate  against  its  own  peace  and  harmony. 

**  The  poUcy  of  the  ancient  landmarks  excluded  discussions  on  po- 
litics and  theology  from  Lodges,  in  order  to  promote  the  fraternal 
spirit  on  which  tne  cohesion  of  Freemasonry  has  since  rested.  Until 
it  can  be  shown  that  the  fraternal  spirit  has  ceased  to  be  desirable, 
this  Grand  Lodge  must  maintain  its  conservatiTe  character,  and  with 
a  firm  and  vigorous  hand  suppress  conduct  that  threatens  its  co- 
hesion. 

"Your  committee,  therefore,  report  as  their  conclusion  that  there 
is  no  doubt  of'the  constitutional  power  of  this  Grand  Lodge  to  con- 
trol the  intercourse  of  Freemasons  living  within  its  jurisdictions, 
with  any  professed  Masonic  body,  either  within  or  without  the  juris- 
diction ;  nor  is  there  a  doubt  of  the  authority  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
in  its  discretion  to  recognize,  or  refuse  recognition  to,  or  even  to  de- 
clare clandestine  or  illegal,  any  organization  that  may  claim  to  be 
Masonic  in  its  character.  These  powers  have  been  too  often  exer- 
cised within  historical  periods  to  be  doubtful  now." 

The  thought  that  strikes  us  while  reading  these  amendments  is,  what 
right  has  the  Grand  Lodge,  of  any  State,  to  prescribe  to  its  members 
to  what  societies  they  may  attach  themselves  ?  What  can  or  should  a 
Grand  Lodge  masonically  know  of  any  of  them  ?  Do  Masons  in 
Massachusetts,  or  elsewhere,  because  they  have  taken  the  three  de- 
grees, thus  become  the  bondsmen  of  the  officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge? 
Do  they  any  where  bind  themselves  any  further  than  as  to  what  per- 
tains to  those  degrees  ?  This  whole  matter  appears  to  ns  to  be  an 
assertion  of  right  which  in  no  particular  belongs  to  a  Grand  Lodge. 
Shall  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  declare  that  we  shall  not  join  any 
society  but  of  its  selection,  and  are  we  then  bound  to  obey?  Breth- 
ren, this  is  truly  an  alarming  departure.  As  well  might  we  allow  a 
decree  prohibiting  us  from  patronising  the  hotel  of  our  choice  to  be 
binding  as  this. 

The  amendments  were  adopted  with  only  28  negative  votes.  Now 
what  ?  Will  other  Grand  Lodges  follow  suit  ?  If  they  do  Massachu- 
setts will  have  tolled  the  bell  at  the  funeral  of  Masonry,  such  as  it 
has  been  and  ought  to  be. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Forty-ninth  Annual  Communication  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  was  held  on  the  13th  December,  1882. 
M.  W.  Brother  Samuel  Crocker  Lawrence,  Grand  Master,  presiding, 
and  representatives  from  62  Lodges  present.  Total  membership 
25,856,  with  a  gain  of  563,  excluding  that  in  China.     We  find  report- 
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iiig  to  this  Grand  Lodge  one  in  Chili  and  one  in   China,  which,  to- 
geather,  initiated  18  during  the  year. 

One  cannot  read  the  address  of  the  Grand  Master  without  feeling 
that  in  the  jurisdiction  of  Massachusetts  at  least,  the  brethren  are 
inspired  with  true  Masonic  feeling,  and  a  deep  love  for  the  institu- 
tion, and  an  abiding  confidence  in  its  continued  usefulness.  Of  the 
condition  of  the  Craft  his  words  give  confidence,  and  throughout  i» 
perceived  that  zeal  for  the  Order  which  should,  but  is  not  found  every- 
where. This  is  illustrated  in  a  single  paragraph  of  th?s  truly  admira- 
ble address,  which  we  copy  : 

In  closing  my  report  of  this  year's  transactions,  I  can  but  renew 
the  expression  of  my  satisfaction  at  the   present  happy  condition  of 
the  Fraternity  in  this  State.     I  rejoice  in  this  prosperity  all  the  more, 
because  I  believe  it  to  be  founded  on  a   substantial  and  enduring  ba- 
sis.    In  the  growin(»  respect  in  which  our  Institution  Ls  held  through- 
out the  laud,  in  its  increasing  usefulness,  and  in  the  high  character 
and  loyal  spirit  of  its  membership,  we  find  elements  of  strengh  which 
are  our  best  guaranties  for  the   future.     The  cloud   which  so  long 
rested  on   our  financial  prospects  is   nearly  dissipated.      The   debt, 
the  dimensions  of  which  once  appalled  us,  is  reduced  to  a  mere  shad- 
ow of  its  former  self,  -falling  away  since  my  last  reix)rt  from  $102,- 
410.82  to  $24,057.77.     What  better'proof  can  we  have  of  the  attach- 
ment of  the  brethren  to  this  Institution  than  the  fact  that  they  have 
voluntarily  taxed  themselves  during  the  last  seventeen   years* to  the 
extent  of  more  than  half  a  million  of  dollars  to  meet  the  demands, 
principle  and  interest,  of  the  Temple   debt?— and  a  good  part  of  thi» 
sum  was  contributed  during  times  of  the  severest  financial  pressure. 
All  honor  to  that  spirit  of  self-devotion  and    self-sacrifice  which  has 
prompted  the  brethren  to  meet  thus  nobly  this  long-continued  strain 
upon  their  libenility  !     But,  great  as  hius  been  the  sacrifice:  it  has  met 
with  a  full  recompense  ;  for  while  thn  honor  of  the  fraternit}*   has 
been  kept  untarnished,  the  very  etfort  to  remove  this  great  burden 
has  infused  a  fresh  life  and  activity  into  the  brotherhood,  and  has 
strengthened  the  bontls  of  a  common   sympathy   by  awakening  the 
sense  of  a  common  duty.     Let  us  not  forget,  brethren,  in  the  satis- 
faction of  the  present  hour,  that  we  have  fresh  incentives  to  Masonic 
effort.     It  should  be  a  labor  of  love  to  us  t<\ad«l  new  victories  to  those 
which  our  beloved  Institution   has  already  achieved.     To  perfect  its 
disciphne  and  work,  to  elevate  the  character  of  its  membership,  and 
to  extend  the  sphere  of  its  beni^jn  activities,— these  are  traditional 
duties  ;  and  we  should  be  false,  indeed,  to  the  memories  of  the  past 
should  we  fall  short  in  our  performance  of  them. 

M.  W.  Brother  Samuel  C.  Lawrence,  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
Sereno  D.  Nickerson,  Grand  Secretary,  as  well  as  the  other  officers  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  were  installed  at  the  stated  communication  held  on 
the  27th  December,  1HH2,  the  anniversary  of  St.  John,  the  £vangeli.st, 
when  also  the  Grand  Feast  is  had.  We  can  imagine  no  more  delight- 
ful or  improving  gathering  of  the  sages  in  Masonry  than  were  assem- 
bled there.     But  few  of  those  who  witnessed  the   pitiless  storm  that 
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was  waged  against  Masonry  in  1831,  remain,  but  their  sJ^eal  and  tone 
yet  arouse  the  tires  which  might  be  waning  in  the  breasts  of  their 
brethren.  With  leaven,  such  as  this,  we  are  at  no  loss  to  account  for 
the  interest  displayed  in  this  jurisdiction.  At  this  fetist  numberless 
speeches  were  made  stimulating  in  their  effect,  and  one  by  our  vene- 
rable M.  W.  Brother  Rob.  Morris,  who  closed  with  his  beautiful 
poem,  which,  though  often  heretofore  published,  may  not  be  familiar 
to  our  brethren,  hence  wo  copy  it : 

THE  LEVEL   AND  THE  BQUABl!. 

We  meet  upon  the  Level  and  we  part  upon  the  Squabb  : 
What  words  of  precious  meaning  those  words  Masonic  are  ! 
Come,  let  us  contemplate  them  !  they  are  worthy  of  a  thought ; 
In  the  very  walls  of  Masonry  the  sentiment  is  wrought. 

We  meet  upon  the  Level,  though  from  erv'ery  station  come, — 
The  rich  man  from  his  palace,  and  the  poor  man  from  his  home  ; 
For  the  rirh  must  leave  his  wealth  and  state  outside  the  Mason's  door. 
And  the  poor  man  tinds  his  best  respect  upon  the  Checkered  Floor. 

W^e  act  upon  the  Plumb, — 'tis  the  order  of  our  Guide, — 

We  walk  upright  in  virtue's  way  and  lean  to  neither  side  ; 

The  All  Seeing- Eye  that  reads  our  hearts  doth  bear  us  witness  true. 

That  we  still  try  to  honor  God  and  give  each  man  his  due. 

We  part  upon  the  Square,  for  the  world  must  have  its  due  ; 
We  mingle  with  the  multitude,  a  faithful  band  and  true  ; 
But  the  intluence  of  our  gatherings  in  memory  is  green, 
And  wc  long  upon  the  Level  to  renew  the  happy  scene. 

There's  a  world  where  all  are  equal, — we  are  hurrying  towards  it  fast; 
We  shall  meet  upon  the  Level  there  when  the  gates  of  Death  are  passed; 
We  shall  stand  before  the  Orient,  and  our  Master  will  be  there, 
To  try  the  blocks  we  offer  with  his  own  unerring  Squabe. 

We  shall  meet  upon  the  Level  there,  but  never  thence  depart ; 
There's  a  Mansion, — 'tis  all  ready  for  each  trusting,  faithful  heart, — 
There's  a  Mansion,  and  a  Welcome,  and  a  multitude  is  there. 
Who  have  met  upon  the  Level,  and  been  tried  upon  the  Squabs. 

Let  us  meet  upon  the  Level,  then,  while  laboring  patient  here  ; 
L«^t  us  meet  and  let  us  labor,  though  the  labor  be  severe  ; 
Already  in  the  Western  Sky  the  signs  bid  us  ])repare 
To  gather  up  our  Working  Tools  and  part  upon  the  Squabb. 

Hands  round,  ye  faithful  Brotherhood,  the  bright  fraternal  chain  ; 
We  part  upon  the  Sqttaue  below,  to  meet  in  Heaven  again  ! 
What  words  of  precious  meaning  those  words  Masonic  are, — 
Wo  meet  upon  the  Level  and  we  part  upon  the  Squabe  ! 

No  report  on  Correspondence. 
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MICHIGAN. 

We  have  before  us  the  proceedings  of  the  Thirty-ninth  Annual 
Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Michigan,  held  on  January 
23d,  1883,  Brother  Alanson  Partridge  being  Grand  Master,  with  rep- 
resentatives from  341  Lodges.  There  are  347  active  Lodges  with  a 
total  membership  of  26,488,  there  having  been  a  gaiii  during  the 
year  of  657. 

The  Grand  Master  congratulates  the  Grand  Lodge  on  the  fact  that 
"  undisturbed  harmony  prevails,"  and  as  "  a  consequence  there  has 
been  an  unusual  degree  of  prosperity,"  as  evinced  by  the  above  men- 
tioned gain  in  numbers. 

We  agree  with  his  rulings,  and  because  of  the  various  recent  claims 
for  reimbursement  of  expenses  in  behalf  of  a  needy  brother  which 
have  been  made,  we  copy  his  last  12th.  We  do  not  hesitate,  how- 
ever, to  state  that  it  is  thebounden  duty  of  any  brother  similarly  situ- 
ated as  the  instance  given,  to  return  the  money  so  advanced  for 
his  necessities,  if  at  any  future  period  he  should  find  himself  able,  if 
only  to  enable  the  Lodge  to  do  to  another  as  it  had  done  to  him  : 

12.  A  brother  from  a  Lodge  in  this  jurisdiction  finds  himself  in 
Navada  sick  and  destitute.  A  Lodge  in  the  locality  where  he  is  comes 
to  his  relief,  pays  his  doctor  and  board  bills,  then  furnishes  him  with 
money,  in  all  amounting  to  several  hundred  dollars,  which  enables 
him  to  return  to  his  home  in  Michigan.  The  Lodge  in  Nevada  brings 
a  claim  against  the  Lodge  to  which  the  brother  belongs  for  the 
amount  advanced  for  such  relief,  which  his  Lodge  refuses  to  pay,  on 
the  ground  that  they  were  unable  to  meet  such  expense  and  are  not 
liable  for  said  claims. 

Held,  That  the  Lodge  to  which  this  brother  belongs  is  not  liable  for 
this  claim.  The  question  of  aid  is  not  a  compulsory  one  ;  each  Mason 
is  bound  to  give  to  the  extent  of  his  ability,  no  more.  The  brethren 
of  Nevada  simply  performed  their  Masonic  duty. 

We  are  rejoiced  to  see  the  Committee  on  Appeals  enunciating  the 
following  truism,  to  be  sure,  but  the  abuse  is  still  of  frequent  occur- 
rence : 

The  man  who  uses  Masonry  to  help  him  in  his  business,  to  procure 
credit,  borrow  money,  and  get  endorsement  of  his  notes,  debases  the 
**  dignity  of  his  profession."  prostitutes  its  purposes,  and  is  unworthy 
of  Masonic  protection. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Colon  and  Cuba,  and  also  that  of  Arizona, 
were  recognized.  The  recognition  of  New  South  Wales  was  referred 
to  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  to  report  next  year. 

Six  new  Lodges  were  chartered  at  this  communication. 

Brother  C.  F.  R.  Bellows,  Grand  Ma.ster. 

Brother  Wm.  P.  Innos,  Grand  SecreUiry. 
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Brother  Innes  made  the  report  on  Correspondence,  covering  304 
pages,  in  which  he  says  that  he  has  reviewed  the  proceedings  ot**aU 
the  American  Grand  Lodges,  nine  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada  and 
other  English  speaking,  as  also  a  short  synopsis  of  foreign  language 
speaking  Grand  Lodges." 

Alabama  for  1881  is  kindly  reviewed.  Brother  Innes  quotes  largely 
from  Grand  Master  Tompkins'  address,  and  has  some  kind  words  for 
our  lamented  predecessor.  The  report  contains  so  mnch  informa- 
tion touching  other  jurisdictions  that  our  brethren  in  Michigan,  if 
they  will  only  read  it,  will  know  how  the  Craft  are  prospering  every- 
where. 

MINNESOTA. 

The  Thirtieth  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was 
held  on  the  Uth  January,  1883,  Grand  Master  Henry  Benton,  pre- 
sided.   There  were  present  representatives  from  117  Lodges. 

We  have  no  method  of  determining  the  number  of  the  Lodges  in 
the  jurisdiction  from  the  copy  of  the  proceedings  before  us,  for  it 
contains  internal  and  patent  evidence  of  great  negligence  on  the  part 
of  the  printer,  which  our  jolly  and  fat  friend,  Pierson,  the  Grand 
Secretary',  should  have  discovered  in  reading  proof.  Nevertheless, 
we  arc  able  to  state  that  136  made  returns — this  much  with  cer- 
tainty— yet  we  arc  inclined  to  think  that  five  others  ought  to  be 
added.  The  number  of  members  reported  was  6,065,  with  a  gain 
during  the  year  of  212. 

We  will  be  pardoned,  wo  know,  for  quoting  the  1st  decision  of  the 
Grand  Master,  but  it  is  one  which  should  be  fully  understood  by  all 
brethren.  We  had  the  honor  of  having  been  placed  in  the  same 
responsible  position,  and  wo  found  it  absolutely  necessary  to  enun- 
ciate a  similar  rule  for  our  guidance,  else  every  set  of  idle  Masons 
meeting  at  a  cross-roads  store  would  so  hatch  up  useless  questions 
as  to  entirely  engross  the  time  and  attention  of  the  Grand  Master  : 

First. — The  Grand  Master  will  of  course,  in  his  discretion,  at  all 
times,  counsel  with,  advise  and  assist  all  Masons  applying  to  him  in 
all  matters  pertaining  to  Masonry,  but  while  he  has  power  to  do  so,  he 
ought  never  to  give  an  official  opinion,  having  the  force  of  law,  ex- 
cept to  the  Master  of  a  Lodge,  or  upon  his  request.  The  Master 
should  in  all  things  give  all  needed  counsel  and  assistance  to  the 
Craft  within  his  jurisdiction.  The  Grand  Master  should  when  occa- 
sion requires  it,  advise  and  assist  him,  and  should  if  necessary  direct 
and  control  his  acts. 

Tlio  work  of  the  Lodges  has  been  great,  and  the  finances  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  are  in  an  admirable  condition. 

(8) 
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The  Grand  Master  had  imbibed  the  new  and  progressiw  doctrine 
that  a  Lodge  continued  a  Lodge  even  \*'ithoiit  a  charter  if  one  had 
ever  been  in  its  possession,  but  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  did 
not  look  through  the  same  spectacles,  so  they  made  the  following  re- 
port which,  though  not  completing  their  work,  yet  shows  that  they 
had  not  forgotten  what  was  taught  them  in  the  very  first  degree  of 
Masonry,  and  which  we  think  is  a  landmark,  that  a  charter  with  the 
three  great  lights  must  be  present  to  legalize  their  acU  : 

Your  committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  decisions  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  during  the  year, 
have  had  under  consideration  the  following  decision  numbered  — 

Second. — A  Lodge  whose  charter  has  been  destroyed  by  fire  (Car- 
nelian  Lodge  No.  40)  may  meet  and  work  in  the  absence  of  its  char- 
ter, the  fact  that  the  Lodge  has  been  regularly  chartered  by  compe- 
tent authority  is  not  changed  simply  because  the  best  evidence  of 
that  fact  has  been  destroyed.  Of  course  the  Lodge  will  at  the  earliest 
opportunity  apply  to  the  Grand  Lodge  for  a  duplicate  of  its  charter 
as  it  should  not  be  \^ithout  that  evidence  in  its  Lodge-room  if  it  can 
be  avoided. 

But  after  deliberation  the  majority  of  your  committee,  pnd  the  only 
members  in  attendance  at  this  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  find 
themselves  unable  to  agree,  and,  therefore,  ask  for  further  considera- 
tion, until  the  next  annual  communication  of  this  M.  W.  Grand 
Lodge. 

We  are  pleased,  too,  with  the  following  provision  of  this  Grand 
Lodge,  and  other  and  older  ones  might  well  learn  a  lesson  from  this  : 

Resolv&l,  That  all  new  Lodges  in  the  future  as  a  condition  prece- 
dent to  their  receiving  their  charters,  provide  themselves  with  one  or 
more  copies  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Constitution,  and  with  one  copy  of 
the  printed  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  so  far  as  they  can  beob- 
tained,  the  same  to  be  Lodge  propnjrty  and  always  kept  as  such  for 
the  use  of  its  officers  and  members,  and  the  Grand  Secretary  is  in- 
structed not  to  deliver  the  charter  in  any  case  until  the  Lodge  ha» 
complied  as  provided. 

There  was  a  short  but  pithy  oration  by  Brother  Samuel  Adams, 
Grand  Orator  on  the  duties  of  the  hour.  In  this  he  impressed  upon 
the  brethren  the  necessity  and  value  of  action,  not  theory,  and  illus- 
trated his  subject  in  a  very  happy  manner,  closing  with  a  liitle  poem 
which  we  commend  to  all  : 


**  If  the  poor  man  pass  thy  door, 
(rive  him  of  thj'  bounteous  store, 
Give  him  food,  and  give  him  gold. 
Give  him  shelter  from  the  cold  : 
Aid  him  his  lone  life  to  live, 
For  'tis  angel-like  to  give. 
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Thongh  world  riches  thon  hast  not| 
Give  to  him  of  poorer  lot ; 
Think  thee  of  the  widow's  mite, 
In  the  holy  Muster's  sight. 
It  was  more,  a  thoiuaiLd-fold, 
Than  the  rich  man's  hoard  of  gold. 

Give,  it  is  the  better  part, 
Give  to  him,  **  the  poor  in  heart," 
Give  of  love  in  large  degree. 
Give  of  hope  and  sympathy  ; 
Gheor  to  them  who  sigh  forlorn, 
Light  to  him  whose  lamp  is  gone. 

Give  the  gray-haired  wanderer  room. 
Load  him  gently  to  the  tomb. 
Let  him  not,  in  friendless  clime. 
Float  adown  the  tide  of  time  ; 
Hear  the  mother's  lonely  call. 
She,  the  nearest  one  of  alL 

And  the  lost,  abandoned  one. 
In  thy  pathway  do  not  shnn  ; 
Of  thy  Kindness  she  hath  need. 
Bind  with  balm  the  braised  reed  ; 
Give,  and  ^ts  above  all  price. 
Shall  be  tlune  in  Paradise." 

Brother  Burton  was  re-elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother  A.  T.  C, 
Person,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Pierson  made  the  report  on  Correspondence,  which,  of 
coarse,  is  a  good  one,  Alabama  for  1881  being  among  the  proceedings 
reviewed. 

Wo  are  glad  to  find  so  good  an  authority  enunciating  our*  view8> 
when  he  says  **  tliat  any  well  informed  brothet  has  a  right  to  ex-» 
amine  any  one  claiming  to  be  a  Mason  at  any  time,  and  if  satisfied 
can  vouch  for  such  brolher  to  another  or  in  the  Lodge.'*  Is  not  such 
voucher  "lawful  information?" 

Well,  we  find  the  pamphlet  with  uncut  leaves  further  on,  and  we 
oannot  undertake  to  cut  them.     See  to  this  hereafter,  Bro.  Pierson. 

lilSSISSIPPL 

The  proceedings  of  the  Sixty-Fifth  Annual  Gommnmcation  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  this  State,  held  on  the  14th  of  February,  1883,  are 
before  us,  which  communication  we  find  presided  over  by  Brother 
Frederic  L.  Speed,  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  there  being  present  repre- 
sentatives from  223  Lodges;  270  made  returns.  We  have  no  meUiod 
of  determining  the  total  membership  without  going  through  the  indi- 
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vidiial  retiirnB  of  Lodges,  for  which  we  have  not  the  time,  nor  can  we 
state  whether  the  membership  was  increased  or  diminished  dnriug  the 
year. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Master  is  so  different  from  the  nsual  ad- 
dresses, and  is  so  replete  with  good  things  that  are  as  applicable  to 
Alabama  as  Mississippi,  that  we  know  our  brethren  >*'ill  pardon  us  for 
making  liberal  extracts  therefrom. 

It  opens  with  the  following,  and  we  particularly  direct  your  atten- 
tion, and  more  especially  the  attention  of  those  who  constitute  our 
Grand  Lodge,  to  his  remarks  on  hasty  and  inconsiderate  legislation : 

Brethren  of  the  (rrarui  Loihje  : 

Suspending,  for  a  season,  the  ordinary  vocations'  of  life,  we  have 
again  been  permitted  to  assemble  for  the  purj^ose  of  dr(iwing  designs 
upon  the  trestle-board  whereby  the  Craft  may  pursue  their  labors. 
To  us,  as  the  Master  Workmen,  has  been  entrusted  the  important 
duty  of  laying  out  the  work  for  another  year,  ^\^lat  has  been  done 
is,  perhaps,  of  less  importance  than  that  which  remains  to  bo  accom- 
plished. It  is  not  enough  that  we  have  wrought  a  task  in  the  quar- 
ries and  brought  up  our  work  for  inspection,  agreeably  to  the  designs 
laid  down  for  us  by  those  whom  we  have  succeeded  in  the  labor  of 
building  up  the  w>Uls  of  our  Masonic  Temple,  for  having  reached  a 
stage  of  Masonic  preferment  when  it  has  been  allotted  to  us  to  design 
that  others  may  execute,  the  Craft  have  a  right  to  demand  that  the 
plans  we  shall  conceive  shall  correspond,  in  the  grandeur  and  breadth 
of  their  conception,  with  the  exalted  honors  which  we  enjoy.  If  the 
high  dignities  and  sounding  titles  we  possess  be  our  only  qualifica- 
tions t<^  enlighten  the  Craft  and  the  world  in  respect  to  the  aims  and 
objects  of  Freemasonrj',  we  shall  merit  the  denunciation  so  justly 
pronounced  against  those  who  assume  duties  they  are  not  qualified  to 
perform.  It  is  not  given  unto  all  of  us  to  accomplish  some  great  work, 
by  which  our  names  shall  be  perpetniited  after  we  are  dead,  but  there 
is  no  ntan  so  humble  or  so  devoid  of  talents,  that  he  mav  not  accom- 
plish  something  to  make  the  world  the  better  for  his  having  lived  in 
it,  and  to  impress 

"Foot-prints  on  the  sands  of  time," 

which  even,  although  they  may  be  effaced  bj'  the  first  rising  of  the 
tide,  shall,  while  they  remain,  mark  the  path  trod  in  the  performance 
of  duties  rendered,  not  unwillingly  and  solely  because  they  are  duties, 
but  because  they  tend  to  the  accomplishment  of  a  noble  end,  and 
some  one,  it  may  chance  to  bo  a  stranger  and  an  ingnito,  is  to  be  ben- 
efitted thereby.  It  is  said  that  a  celebrated  Egyptologist  discovered 
a  toml)  of  the  god  Apis,  which  had  never  been  opened.  On  entering, 
he  says,  for  the  first  time,  he  behehl  distinctly  marked  on  the  delicate 
bed  of  sand  which  covered  the  soil,  the  impression  of  the  foot-prints 
of  the  workmen  who,  three  thous*md  seven  hundred  years  ago,  had 
placed  the  image  of  the  god  on  his  couch  and  then  retired.  As  no 
one  knows,  or  i-arcs  to  know,  the  names  of  th«-  workmen  who,  nearly 
forty  (jentnries  ago,  left  this,  the  only  record  of  their  existence,  so  it 
may  be  that  no  one  will  know,  or  care  to  know,  our  names;  but  it  is 
possible  lor  us  to  accomplish,  in  the  few  years  which  are  allotted  to 
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us  to  labor  in  the  Lodge  terreHtriol,  that  which,  forty  centuries  hence, 
aye,  for  all  eternity,  will  work  for  good  or  evil,  and  thus  it  happens 
that  our  deedH  arc  of  luore  importance  to  those  who  shall  come  after 
UH  than  we  ourselves  are.  Men  seldom  pause  to  inquire  whose  hand 
traced  or  whose  brain  inspired  a  statute  which  confers  a  benefit  or 
works  an  injury,  but  the  consec^uences  resulting  from  its  enactment 
make  the  law  itself  the  object  of  respect  or  denunciation.  ^Vhat  we 
shall  do  here  this  year  may  be  undone  by  those  who  shall  stand  in  our 
places  another  year,  but  the  consequences  of  our  acts  are  for  all  time 
and  cannot  bo  undone .  Thus  it  becomes  us  to  consider  well  the  re- 
sults which  are  to  follow  our  acts  and  judgments,  lest  we  inflict  an 
injury  whore  we  intend  conferring  a  benefit,  or  render  a  judgment 
which  shall  work  an  irreparable  wrong  where  we  design  adimnibtering 
impartial  and  exact  justice. 

Let  us,  my  brethren,  approach  the  labors  and  duties  which  have 
summonml  us  once  more  from  our  homes  to  assemble  in  Annual 
Grand  Communication,  with  that  degree  of  calm  deliberation  which 
their  grave  importance  demands,  remembering  that  it  is  but  the  work 
of  a  moment  to  abrogate  a  law  or  usage  which  for  many  years  has 
been  a  bulwark  of  safety  to  the  brotherhood,  and  to  set  up  in  its  place 
another,  which  at  best  may  prove  to  be  but  an  experiment  of  doubt- 
ful expediency.  I  am  led  to  endeavor  to  impress  tnese  considerations 
upon  your  minds  by  a  somewhat  protracted  examination  of  our  pro- 
ceedings, ma^ie  with  a  view  to  reconciling  conflicting  legislations 
during  which  examination  I  was  more  than  once  struck  with  the  some- 
what startling  fact  that  the  Grand  Lodge,  without  apparently  giving 
to  the  matter  the  least  consideration,  has  at  one  Communication  en- 
acted a  law,  and  at  ita  next  or  a  succeeding  Communication,  without 
apparently  taking  the  trouble  to  repeal  the  old  law,  has  adopted  a  de- 
cision or  a  report  in  direct  conflict  with  that  law,  and  it  has  even 
transpired  that  on  the  same  day  the  Grand  Master's  construction  of 
a  law  has  been  approved  and  the  Law  Committee's  opinion  diamet- 
rically opposed  thereto  has  also  been  adopted — thereby  producing  a 
state  of  confusion  which  is  neither  of  advantage  to  the  Craft  or  cred- 
itable to  it^  rulers. 

Viewed  from  the  exterior,  Freemasonry  presents  no  marked  excel- 
lencies which  are  not  possessed  in  common  with  numerous  other  As- 
sociations. To  the  profane,  it  is  simply  an  organization  which  pro- 
fesses to  practice  virtues  which  all  mankind  are  under  like  obligations 
to  perform,  but  to  those  who  have  entered  within  the  most  secret 
apartments  of  the  temple  and  beheld  the  cherubim  whose  outstretched 
wings  shield  the  ark  of  the  covenant,  and  who  have  studied  its  sym- 
bols and  read  their  hidden  meaning,  it  exhibits  peculiarities  which 
distinguish  it  from  all  other  human  organizations,  and  to  him 
who  has  been  so  fortunate  as  to  receive  the  true  spirit  of  the  inspi- 
ration which  it  breathes  in  its  every  teaching,  it  must  always  remain 
without  a  peer  in  his  affections.  We  speak  this  in  no  spirit  of  self- 
apj^robution  or  of  vaunted  superiority,  for  while  it  must  ever  retain 
to  itself  the  peculiar  field  it  occupies,  it  also  imposes  a  greater  and 
higher  measure  of  duties  upon  its  Initiates.  This  is  not  an  occasion 
whieh  calls  for  iin  exi)iisition  of  the  nature  or  extent  of  those  duties. 
You  woJild  not  be  hero  if  you  did  not  already  understand  and  aj)pro- 
ciate  them,  and  you  also  know  whether  it  is  worth  the  expentfiture 
of  time  and  labor  which  is  demanded  by  the  efforts  to  make  it  the 
means  of  doing  a  greater  and  ever  increasing  measure  of  good,  not 
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only  to  ourselves  bnt  to  all  mankind.  Snch  is  the  great  pnrpose  of 
our  assemblage  once  more  around  our  sacred  altar.  Let  us  numbly 
and  reverently  pray  that  the  incense  which  we  shall  bum  at  this  time 
shall  prove  grateful  to  Him  to  whom  our  thanks  are  due  for  the  so- 
cial and  fraternal  intercourse  we  enjoy  at  these  annual  reunions, 
when  not  the  least  amongst  the  privileges  they  confer  is  the  renewal 
and  cultivation  of  old  friendships  and  the  formation  of  new  ties, 
which  we  trust  will  endure  so  long  as  life  itself  shall  last. 

POST   BUBIAIi  SEBVICIS. 

I  was  asked  to  grant  dispensations  to  hold  the  funeral  services  of 
Masonry  at  the  graves  of  brethren  whose  interment  had  taken  place 
sometime  previous.  The  first  application  was  made  before  the  pro- 
ceedings  of  our  last  Communication  were  received  from  the  printer, 
and  the  decision  of  my  Most  Worshipful  predecessor,  that  such  a  ser- 
vice was  prohibited,  had  escaped  my  attention.  I  advisetl  that  while 
I  did  not  approve  of  such  a  proceecUng  under  any  circumstances,  re- 
garding the  performance  as  a  mockery  of  oar  solemn  and  beautiful 
rites,  and  well  calculated  to  bring  upon  us  the  contempt  of  the  com- 
munitv  in  which  they  were  enacted,  still  if  it  were  to  be  done,  it  be- 
ing a  Lodge  benefit  and  not  a  subject  for  a  Dispensation,  the  Lodge 
must,  by  a  vote,  determine  upon  its  expediency.  In  view  of  the  de- 
cision referred  to,  I  took  pleasure  in  answering  in  response  to  the 
second  application  that  such  a  ceremony  is  prohibited  by  the  Grand 
Lodge.  I  trust  that  this  decision  will  be  adhered  to  and  that  we 
have  seen  the  last  of  thiis  modem  absurdity  which  was  giving  occa- 
sion for  the  growth  of  a  practice,  rapidly  becoming  prevalent,  of  omit- 
ting to  call  the  Lodge  to  attend  at  the  time  of  tne  intermant  of  a 
brother,  especially  if  the  weather  were  bad  or  the  holidays  or  an  elec- 
tion make  it  inconvenient  to  leave  one's  pleasures  or  business,  in 
short  any  and  every  pretext  was  being  seized  upon  to  avoid  the  un- 
pleasant duty  of  attending  at  the  time  of  actual  interment.  *'We 
could  not  assemble  eooagh  of  the  Craft  to  justify  us,  as  we  wanted 
as  large  a  turn-out  as  possible"  is  the  form  in  which  the  case  is  stated 
in  one  application,  just  as  though  the  object  of  a  Masonic  funeral  was 
to  parade  ourselves  before  a  gaping  public,  instead  of  the  rendering 
of  a  service  to  a  brother  and  his  family  in  alHiction.  The  decision  of 
the  Grand  Ixxlge  is  that  it  is  a  matter  of  obligation  to  attend  the 
funeral  of  a  brother,  which  meaus,  if  it  means  anything,  that  the 
duty  is  to  be  performed  at  a  time  when  the  attendance  will  be  worth 
something  to  the  deceased  and  his  family.  The  right  of  burial  as  u 
Craftsman  is  in  the  nature  of  a  sacred  covenant  which  exists  between 
Master  Masons,  and  which  can  be  kept  only  by  an  actual  presence  at 
the  open  grave  which  is  to  receive  his  remains:  a  ceremony  at  some 
other  time  or  place  cannot  be  substituted.  If  we  desert  a  brother  in 
that  solemn  hour,  if  we  fail  to  testify  to  the  widow  and  the  orphan  in 
this  supreme  moment  of  their  utter  woe  and  desolation  our  sympa- 
thy, and  to  give  assurance  by  our  presence,  what  reason  have  they  to 
suppose  that  the  other  duties  which  we  owe  to  the  dead  will  not  also 
be  postponed  until  a  more  convenient  season  ?  Let  the  Lodge  be 
summoned  and  let  those  who  fail  to  obey  that  summons  be  dealt  u-ith, 
unless  there  is  a  good  and  reasonable  excuse  for  their  absence.  If 
our  Masonry  is  of  such  a  character  that  a  little  water  will  wash  it  out, 
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or  if  the  gain  of  a  few  cents  more  or  leas  in  trade,  can  purchase  oar 
absence  wnon  the  most  solemn  demands  of  duty  exact  our  presence, 
if  a  few  moments  or  even  honrs  of  pleasure  can  compensate  for  tam- 
ing our  backs  on  a  brother  in  distress;  if  the  success  of  this,  that,  or 
the  other  man  in  the  attainment  of  some  petty  office,  is  of  more  im- 
portance than  the  fulfillment  of  the  highest  duties  of  brotherhood, 
then  let  us  away  with  it,  for  it  is  not  worth  preserving.  I  adopt  and 
reiterate  the  language  of  Grand  Master  Barkley  who,  in  1875,  said, 
"there  is  no  law  or  Ancient  Masonic  usage  which  warrants  the  read- 
ing of  the  funeral  service  at  the  grave  of  a  deceased  brother,  except  at 
the  time  of  burial,  and  the  modern  practice  is  an  innovation." 

We  find  the  brethren  of  Mississippi  gave  during  the  year  to  the  Or- 
phan Asylum  at  Natchez,  the  destitute  Bussian  Jews,  sufferers  by 
cyclones  at  Monticello,  Mt.  Carmel,  Mt.  Olive,  and  those  from  yellow 
fever  at  Ponsacola,  no  less  than  $3,114  30. 

Brother  P.  M.  Savery,  M.  W.  Grand  Master;  Brother  J.  L.  Power, 
R.  W.  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  J.  M.  Howry  again  made  the  Correspondence  report,  and  in 
it  we  find  Alabama  for  1881,  giving  a  very  full,  yet  concise,  view  of 
what  was  done  in  our  Grand  Lodge.  He  deals  at  some  length  with 
the  report  of  Bro.  Beers,  differing  and  agreeing  with  him,  but  as  the 
questions  are  of  but  little  moment,  we  pass  them  by,  only  quoting 
what  he  says  of  infidels  : 

Masonry  Jias  no  use  for  infidels.  Wo  do  not  know  any  place  we 
have  for  them .  We  never  could  make  a  perfect  ashlar  out  of  an  in- 
fidel, who  every  good  Mason  would  regard  as  a  rough  ashlar  com- 
posed of  that  material  which  is  not  susceptible  of  being  polished  by 
the  working  tools  of  the  F.  C. 

Whenever  opportunity  offers  we  find  our  venerable  brother  bolster- 
ing up  the  "Mutual  Association."  • 

MISSOURI. 

The  Sixty-second  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Missouri  was  held  on  the  10th  of  October,  1882,  with  M.  W.  A.  M. 
Dockcry,  Grand  Master,  in  the  East,  and  representatives  from  207 
Lodges. 

Number  of  chartered  Lodges  517  ;  total  membership  24,289  ;  gain 
during  the  year  744. 

We  are  gratified  at  finding  the  affiliations  to  exceed  the  number 
suspended  for  N.  P.  D.  by  545.  This  gives  the  hope  that  the  desire 
to  enjoy  the  benefits  is  growing  stronger  and  over-riding  the  desire 
to  save  a  little  expense. 

A  large  number  of  dispensations  for  the  organizing  of  new  Lodges 
^i^s  issued  during  the  year. 
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The  address  of  Grand  Master  Dockery  was  an  admirable  document, 
concise  and  full  of  business.    We  quote  from  bis  closing  remarks : 

**  The  age  in  which  we  live  is  intensely  practical.  The  world  meas- 
ures us  by  our  actions  rather  than  our  professions.  Let  us,  therefore, 
Brethren,  for  the  coming  year  as  for  sdl  future  time,  endeavor  to  em- 
phasize more  fully  in  our  lives  and  examples  than  at  any  time  here- 
tofore, the  great  fact,  the  great  truth,  the  great  thought,  which  I 
would  have  you  carry  home  with  you  to  your  Ixxlges,  and  let  its 
echoes  resound  in  you  halls,  that  the  great  essential  in  Masonry  is  to 
practise  its  teachings. 

'*  Brethren,  if  this  sentiment,  this  vital  principle,  be  embodied  in 
our  lives,  then  Masonir,  rests  on  a  foundation  so  strong,  so  secare, 
so  like  the  everlasting  hills,  that  the  storms  of  age  yet  to  come  shtdl 
not  prevail  against  it." 

The  Grand  Master  announced  the  entire  and  harmonious  termina- 
tion of  the  difficulty  heretofore  existing  between  this  Grand  Lodge 
and  that  of  New  Mexico,  and  the  committee  on  the  Grand  Master's 
address  say : 

5th.  The  restoration  of  harmony  between  this  Grand  Lodge  and 
the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Mexicx)  is  acknowledged 
with  pleasure.  And  we  are  gratified  that  the  action  of  Silver  City 
Lodge  has  been  such  as  to  contribute  to  this  end,  and  for  this  Lodge, 
in  common  with  the  Craft  of  New  Mexico,  we  earnestly  desire  con- 
tinued prosperity  with  the  blessings  of  those  who  dwell  together  in 
peace  and  unity.  For  the  kindly  offices  of  our  Most  Worshipful  Bro- 
ther W.  H.  Scott,  Grand  Master  of  Illinois,  in  the  premises,  we  make 
acknowledgments  with  feelings  of  the  utmost  frat^nity. 

The  edict  prohibiting  the  joint  occupation  of  halls  by  masonic 
bodies  and  others  was,  at  this  session,  repealed. 

A  very  elegant  oration  was  delivered  by  R.  W.  Brother  James  W. 
Boyd,  showing  the  two  fold  nature  of  man,  his  natural  and  his  moral 
instincts.  The  former  is  purely  selfish  in  its  ends  and  aims,  which 
is  only  to  be  controlled  by  the  proper  cultivation  of  his  moral  nature. 
He  then  shows  that  Masonry  is  one  of  the  agents  to  effect  this  end. 
He  says : 

Show  me  an  institution  which  demands  upon  its  very  threshold,  an 
unqualified  commitment  of  its  initiate  to  tne  ends  of  benevolence ; 
which  demands  that  he  enter  fully  upon  this  contest,  determined  to 
yrt^Q  an  unrelenting  war  against  this  selfish  nature  ;  that  he  burn  the 
bridges  behind  him,  and  thus  cut  off  every  avenue  of  honorable  re- 
treat, and  I  will  show  you  an  institution  fonnde<l  in  a  wise  philoAopbv. 
With  this  foundation  for  chanicter  laid,  everj'  act  of  virtue  is  a  stone 
set  in  the  wall ;  every  benevolent  deed  has  a  permanent  subjective 
influence  ;  everj'  act  of  charity  elevates  and  ennobles  the  character 
of  him  who  only  thought  to  bless  the  other  ;  all  magnanimous  deeds 
and  charitable  acts  are  now  beautiful  pieces  of  marble  set  in  the  mo- 
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saic  character  ;  now  every  Tictory  over  self  adds  strength  to  the 
Tictor,  and  thns  character  grows  and  is  developed  ;  thns  the  individ- 
nal  passes  oat  of  the  miasmatic  valley  of  selfishness,  ascends  the 
shining  heights  of  virtue,  and  there  labors  in  the  noble  duties  of 
manhood. 

Of  Masonry,  he  says  : 

Even  upon  the  threshold  of  this  Institution,  the  candidate  must 
rise  above  all  mercenary  motives  ;  he  must  commit  himself  against 
this  form  of  seltitshness,  and  as  he  advances  step  by  step  in  Masonry, 
if  he  advances  in  its  spirit,  ho  must  rise  higher  and  higher  above  this 
influence,  so  that  to  b«  a  Mason,  indeed  and  in  truth,  is  to  be  found 
in  the  ranks  of  those  who,  by  their  manner  of  life,  stand  shoulder  to 
shoulder  in  a  solid  phalanx  of  opposition  to  the  prevaling  evil  of  our 
dav.  •  ••  *  *  •••• 

We  are  Masons,  not  for  what  we  may  get,  but  for  what  we  may 
attain,  what  we  may  do  for  others.  This  is  her  glory  ;  this  is  what 
lunkcH  Masonry  the  synonym  of  charity  throughout  the  civilized 
world  ;  this  is  what  will  shed  brighter  and  yet  still  brighter  luster 
upon  her  fair  name,  as  the  centuries,  one  by  one,  shall  be  added  to 
the  i)a8t,  even  down  to  *'  the  last  syllable  of  recorded  time.' 

The  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  was  $20,000. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Arizona  was  fraternaly  recognized  and  greeted. 

A  funeral  service  was  adopted  and  published  with  the  proceedings. 

The  committee  on  The  Industrial  Home  asked  for  and  were  granted 
further  time  to  perfect  **  a  plan,"  as  the  subject  was  one  of  so  great 
importance  and  so  com})lex. 

Rev.  Brother  Charles  C.  Woods,  D.  D.,  Grand  Master. 

Rev.  John  D.  Vincil,  D.  D.,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  latter  made  the  report  on  Correspondence  reviewing  Alabama 
for  1881.  In  it  he  criticises  the  report  of  Brother  Beers  on  the  re- 
oognition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales,  and  consequently, 
the  action  ol  our  Grand  Lodge  thns  : 

Our  cheerful  and  amiable  Bro.  Beers,  as  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Correspondence,  presented  a  report  recommending  the  formal 
recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales.  His  report 
was  ai»proved.  We  are  not  yet  ready  to  recognize  this  Grand  Lodge, 
nor  any  other  under  similar  circumstances.  We,  of  Missouri,  have 
quite  recently  gotten  rid  of  a  little  trouble,  caused  by  hasty  recogni- 
tion. Our  joy  is  so  great  and  our  sense  of  relief  so  delightful  after 
shaking  off  the  New  Mexico  night-mare,  that  we  are  not  hunting  for 
any  kindred  experiences.     And  none  need  apply. 

He  laughs,  and  were  it  not  unseemly,  we  would  laugh  too,  at  the 
defense  of  our  lamented  Brother  of  Spiritualism.  This,  however, 
was  only  a  small  idiosyncracy  of  our  Brother's.  But  he  closes  his 
review  with  the  following  high  compliment  to  him  : 
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We  would  be  pleased  to  follow  this  chaste  and  just  writer  throngfa- 
ont  his  entire  review  and  enrich  our  report  with  extracts  Uierefrom. 
This  not  being  allowable,  we  close  by  commending  his  work  as  one 
of  the  rare  prodnctions  furnished  by  the  reportorial  corps  of  American 
Grand  Lodges. 

This  tmly  excellent  report  contains  many,  very  many,  things  worth 
extracting,  but  we  fear  to  do  more  with  it,  for  should  we  begin  we 
bow  not  where  we  would  stop.    So,  adieu.  Brother  Vincil. 

MONTANA, 

• 

Held  the  Eighteenth  Annual  Communication  of  its  Grand  Lodge 
on  the  3d  of  October,  1882,  with  Thomas  M.  Pomeroy,  Grand  Master, 
in  the  East.  There  were  present  representatives  from  fifteen  Lodges, 
total  number  being  26,  with  a  membership  of  904  —gain  during  the 
year,  63. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Master  betokens  an  active  interest  in 
Masonry  in  the  jurisdiction,  but  he  fears  that  sufficient  care  in  the 
selection  of  material  for  our  moral  temple  is  not  taken.  After  clos- 
ing the  reading  of  his  address,  he  continued  as  follows  : 

**  Something  within  me  seems  to  admonish  me  that  my  work  is 
ended  ;  that  I  shall  never  meet  you  again  in  Grand  Lodge  assembled. 
So  feeling,  I  now  invoke  upon  this  Grand  Lodge  and  every  brother 
here  assembled,  the  choicest  and  richest  of  Heaven's  blessings.  May 
you  each  and  all  so  work,  that  the  Grand  Master  above  shall  approve 
your  work  and  welcome  you  to  the  Celestial  Lodge  with  a  *Well 
done,  good  and  faithful  servant,  enter  ye  into  the  joy  of  your  Lord.' " 

And  one  week  after  he  had  laid  aside  the  emblems  of  office  the 
brethren  were  called  on  to  lay  away  all  that  was  mortal  of  him. 

The  finances  are  in  good  condition. 

At  this  session  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Arizona  was  recognized. 

Ansalem  J.  Davidson  was  elected  Grand  Master. 

Cornelius  Hedges,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  latter  made  the  report  on  Correspondence,  giving  a  review  of 
such  proceedings  as  had  come  to  hand,  with  Alabama  leading  the  pro- 
cession .  We  are  pleased  with  his  views  generally,  though  he  objects 
to  some  positions  of  our  predecessor,  which  we  do  not  combat  because 
we  have  not  the  time  to  look  them  up. 

NEVADA. 

The  Nineteenth  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was 
held  on  the  12th  day  of  June,  1883,  with  Grand  Master  Horatio  S. 
Macon  in  the  chair,  and  representatives  from  16  Lodges  present— 22 
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Lodges  compose  the  jurisdiction  with  a  membership  of  1247— being 
a  decrease  of  51  during  the  year. 

The  Grand  Master  complains  of  depression  in  business  and  conse- 
quent depression  in  the  Masonic  circle.  This,  we  of  the  South,  can 
fully  sympathise  with,  and  we  do,  for  fuU  well  we  know  how  it  is 
ourselves.    But  he  gives  some  very  sensible  advice  and  counsel : 

Freemasonry  is  eminently  conservative,  and  is  not  a  popular  insti- 
tution, while  these  others  are  exceedin^y  pushing  in  tneir  methods. 
The  result  is,  that  we  are  not  keeping  pace  with  other  societies,  and 
except  in  a  few  favored  localities  are,  for  the  present,  losing  mem- 
bers in  the  United  States.  But  when  we  call  to  mind  the  long  list  of 
illustriouH  names  which  have  graced  our  roll-call  from  time  immemo- 
rial until  the  present,  when  we  reflect  upon  the  grand  objects  for  the 
accomplishment  of  which  our  Institution  was  formed,  and  the  vast 
amount  of  good  it  has  accomplished,  we  know  that  it  is  founded 
upon  a  rock,  that  its  corner-stone  is  Truth,  and  that  it  cannot  faO, 
and  we  will  not  doubt  but  our  beautiful  tenets  will  be  transmitted 
pure  and  unimpaired  from  generation  to  generation.  It  would  seem, 
then,  that  we  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  hold  steadfastly  to  our  faith, 
to  guard  well  the  outer  door  of  the  Temple,  that  none  may  enter  who 
are  not  worthy;  to  look  well  to  the  East,  the  West,  and  the  South, 
and  to  do  right  because  it  is  the  right  It  we  do  these  things,  my 
Brethren,  we  need  not  fear  the  result 

Business  local. 

Brother  Andrew  Nichols,  elected  Grand  Master. 

Brother  John  D.  Hammond,  again  Grand  Secretary. 

The  latter  again  made  the  report  on  Correspondence,  reviewing  the 
proceedings  of  59  Grand  Lodges,  among  which  we  find  those  of  Ala- 
bama for  1882.  Of  our  movements  in  the  direction  of  the  institution 
of  a  Masonic  Home  he  speaks  as  follows,  and  we  to  whom  the  honor 
was  given  of  being  the  chairman  of  a  committee  to  devise  a  practica- 
ble plan,  if  possible,  which  should  give  to  every  Mason  within  our 
borders  reasonable  assurance  of  success— know  that  it  ''is  a  work  of 
no  small  magnitude,"  yet  as  the  mustard  seed  in  time  becomes  a  large 
plant  if  nursed  and  cared  for,  so  from  a  small  beginning  we  may 
succeed  in  rearing  a  great  beneficence.  We  should  all  recollect 
that  our  actions  of  to-day  affect  not  only  ourselves,  but  that  they 
work  for  good  or  evil  in  the  future  for  all  time  : 

The  most  important  business  done  in  Grand  Lodge  Wiis  to  appoint 
a  committee  with  instructions  to  perfect  some  plan  to  carry  opt  the 
idea  of  an  Orphans'  ^ome,  and  to  report  the  plan  to  the  next  Ajinual 
Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  We  are  glad  to  see  Masons  ac- 
tive in  planning  along  the  line  of  charity,  but  the  founding  of  a  suc- 
cessful Home  for  Orphans  is  a  work  of  no  small  magnitude.  The 
committee  ought  to  get  some  hints  from  Kentucky  and  North  Oarolina. 
For  ourselves,  we  are  quite  inclined  to  think  that  the  best  charity  is 
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for  each  Lodge  to  care  for  its  own  orphans  and  widows.     We  confess, 
however,  that  the  local  care  is  not  always  practicable. 

He  laughs  at  oar  being  a  fledgeling,  while  the  report  he  was  review, 
ing  was,  as  he  well  knows,  onr  first  Grand  Lodge  report.  How  many 
of  ns  can  talk  well  enongh  in  our  family  circle  who  could  not  make  a 
speech  to  a  large  multitude.  Just  this  difference  exists  between  the 
Grand  Chapter  and  the  Grand  Lodge.  We  know  the  Grand  Lodges 
expect  long  reports  for  which  we  entertain  an  extraordinary  aversion, 
for  "  if  'twere  done  well,  'twere  well  'twere  done  quickly." 

NEW  BRUNSWICK. 

We  have  the  proceedings  of  the  Sixteenth  Annual  Communication 
of  this  Grand  Lodge,  held  on  24th  April,  1883,  Grand  Master  Benja- 
min K.  Stephenson,  presiding,  with  representatives  from  16  Lodges. 
The  jurisdiction  comprises  34  Lodges,  with  a  membership  of  1,961, 
there  having  been  a  loss  during  the  year  of  96  ;  so  says  the  Grand 
Secretary,  but  his  figures  immediately  above  show  99,  being  two 
more  than  the  suspensions. 

The  Grand  Lodge  proceedings  were  mainly  in  relation  to  their 
debt  incurred  in  building  a  Grand  Temple,  and  we  are  happy  to  be 
able  to  state  that  the  financitU  arrangements  are  such  that  *.>n>  will 
no  more  trouble  the  Grand  Lodge. 

From  the  report  of  the  committee  on  general  purposes,  we  copy 
largely  in  reference  to  a  letter  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  United 
States  of  Venesuela,  in  relation  to  some  irregularities  there.  This  we 
do  that  our  brethren  may  have  all  the  information  we  can  gather 
about  other  jurisdictions,  and  because  among  the  communications  in 
the  hands  of  your  committee  from  those  Grand  Lodges  using  other 
than  the  English  language,  we  have  not  found  this  : 

They  have  had  before  them  a  communication  dated  Caracas,  June 
5th,  1882,  emanating  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  U|iite<l  States  of 
Venesuela,  of  which  the  following  is  a  translation  : 

A.  L.  G.  D.  G.  A.  P.  W. 

Grand  Lodge  of  the  United  States  of  Venerueul 

Orient  of  Caracas,  June  5th,  1882. 
To  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Xeic  Bmnsicick;  Orient  of  St.  John,  Qittada. 
S.  F.  U. 

Beloved  Brethren— Complying  with  a  painful  but  inevitable  duty 
to  the  Rr  :  LI :  belonging  to  this  jurisdiction,  and  to  the  correspond- 
ing Grand  Lodges,  I  have  to  inform  these  that  recently  one  of  those 
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events  took  place  in  this  city,  of  which  the  history  of  Freemasonry 
unfortunately  records  so  many. 

Some  dissatisfied  brethren,  members  of  Lodges  of  our  jurisdiction, 
because  of  not  having  some  personal  ambitions  satisfied,  andbecausd 
the  existing  laws  did  not  admit  of  certain  pretentions  being  gratified, 
they  declared  themselves  in  open  rebellion,  disavowed  their  obliga- 
tions, forgot  their  oaths,  and  carried  the  excess  so  far  as  to  give  the 
name  of  Slasonry  to  a  meeting  of  men,  who  although  received  into 
the  Order,  they  had  incurred  the  penalty  of  being  placed  in  the 
irregularity  list. 

This  Grand  Lodge^  as  well  as  the  Grand  Orient  of  the  United 
States  of  Venesuela  dictated  the  resolutions  that  the  case  required, 
and  I  remit  you  the  statement  of  the  Log.  Simb.  from  which  the 
charter  of  constitution  has  been  withdrawn,  and  the  list  of  brethren 
who  were  excluded  from  the  list  of  regular  Masons. 

The  doors  of  the  Masonic  Temple  having  been  closed  to  them,  they 
met  at  a  private  house  and  pretended  to  establish  under  their  own 
auspices  Masonic  bodies  and  authorities.  Those  of  these  that  are 
legitimate  in  Venesuela  appear  on  the  list  which  I  enclose. 

Although  there  are  no  international  Masonic  treaties,  there  exists 
a  Masonic  morality  which  concerns  the  fraternity  in  all  countries, 
and  this  demands  that  the  legitimate  Authorities  should  mutually 
u])hold  each  other,  and  should  see  that  spurious  bodies,  the  off- 
springs of  illegality  and  disorder,  should  not  meet  with  any  encour- 
agement and  support  in  any  place.  Masonry  does  not  possess  any 
material  power  to  restrain  and  conquer  those  who  fail  to  do  their 
duty,  but  it  has  the  moral  power,  universal,  and  is  more  powerful, 
not* only  in  punishing  them,  but  by  impressing  upon  them  that  are 
heedless,  that  they  should  leave  their  ways  and  return  to  their  re- 
habitation,  which  they  certainly  will  regain  if  they  show  a  tendency 
to  repent  of  the  false  step  of  which  they  are  guilty,  and  then  come 
back  and  occupy  honorable  positions  in  the  fraternity,  and  serve  it 
usefully  and  faithfully. 

In  the  course  of  the  true  interests  of  freemasonry,  in  the  good  ac- 
cord with  its  many  legitimate  authorities,  in  the  loving  co-operation 
of  the  brethren  that  are  depending  upon  them,  you  may  depend  and 
rest  assured,  respectable  and  beloved  brethren,  upon  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Venesuela,  of  which  I  am  this  day  the  medium. 

Trusting  that  you  may  on  the  first  opportunity  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  this,  I  take  this  occasion  to  offer  you  my  services,  and  to 
send  fraternal  greetings. 

The  Grand  Master.  (Sgd.)  F.  M.  MEYER,  ° 

(Countersigned. )  The  Grand  Secretary. 

(Sgd.)    N.  RODRIQUEB,  33° 

It  would  appear  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Venesuela  forms  a  pari 
of  the  Grand  Orient  National  of  that  country,  which  Grand  Orient  is 
composed  of  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  A.  Sc  A.  Rite,  two  other 
bodies  of  that  Rite,  and  a  symbolic  Grand  Lodge.  It  is  contrary  to 
the  customary  policy  of  this  Grand  Lodge  to  enter  into  fraternal  rela- 
tions with  Grand  Lodges  which  are  not  in  every  way  supreme  gov- 
erning bodies,  or  which  have  their  legitimate  authority  weakened  by 
union  with  the  governing  bodies  of  other  alleged  Masonic  degrees ; 
and  this  policy,  based  as  it  is  upon  the  assumption  that  there  can  be 
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no  bodies  of  Masonry  superior  to  the  Craft  Lodges,  is  in  accordance 
tiritb  the  ancient  landmarks,  and  is  justified  by  experience.  Of  conrse 
Grand  Lodges,  and  all  regular  masons,  are  interested  in  the  preserra- 
tion  of  legitimate  Masonic  authority  in  every  country,  and  can  have 
no  sympathy  with  masons  who  set  themselves  up  againt  the  regular 
masonic  authority  under  which  they  live,  and  under  which  they  have 
entered  masonic  society.  The  fact  that  we  have  not  entered  into 
fraternal  relations  with  grand  bodies  of  the  kind  referred  to,  is  no 
imputation  upon  their  legitimacy.  It  is  simply  that  we  do  not  think 
it  expedient  to  enquire  into  the  subject.  In  many  of  the  Grand 
Orients  efforts  are  continually  being  made  to  secure,  or  to  re-estab- 
lish the  independence  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Craft  Masonry  and  to 
free  them  entirely  from  dependence  on  other  org^izations.  In  the 
translation  of  the  Venesuela  letter  quoted  above,  it  is  not  specific^y 
stated  what  offences  the  excluded  brethren  have  committed,  and  it 
might  fairly  be  inferred  from  the  tenor  of  the  communication  that 
that  they  have  been  concerned  in  some  movement  like  that  which  re- 
cently took  place  in  Peru,  to  set  up  a  new  Masonic  authority.  Of 
course  brethren  are  bound  everywhere  by  the  general  laws  of  Ma- 
sonry and  by  the  local  laws  and  reguLitions  under  which  they  have 
been  admitted  into  the  fraternity.  A  violation  of  these  places  the 
violator  in  such  a  position  that  he  may  be  subjected  to  the  infliction 
of  the  highest  penalties  imposed  by  the  authority  under  which  he 
lives.  Nevertheless  there  will  always  be  among  Craft  Masons  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  sympathy  with,  and  a  desire  for  the  success  of, 
schemes  to  ^ve  the  entire  control  of  Craft  Masonry  to  Grand  Lodges, 
and  to  free  it  from  the  assumed  authority  over  it  of  degrees,  or  of  the 
holders  of  alleged  degrees,  of  which  it  can  have  no  Imowledge.  As 
the  committee  are  unaware  of  the  exact  nature  of  the  Venesu clean 
trouble,  and  as  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Brunswick  is  not  in  fraternal 
connection  with  the  Supreme  Masonic  authority  of  Venesuela,  they 
do  not  think  it  necessary  to  make  any  recommendation  to  Grand 
Lodge  as  to  action  in  the  matter.  The  general  tone  of  the  communi- 
cation suggests,  however,  that  there  is  not  such  an  unmasonic  feel- 
ing prevailing  in  that  country  as  to  preclude  hope  of  an  amicable  set- 
tlement of  the  difficulties,  wnatever  they  may  be.  The  apology  of 
the  committee  for  this  somewhat  lengthy  report  on  this  point,  is  that 
the^  again  desired  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Craft  throughout  this 
jurisdiction,  to  what  may  be  considered  as  the  settled  policy  of  Grand 
Lodge  in  recard  to  the  governing  bodies  of  the  Craft  in  countries 
where  Grana  Lodges  are  not  supreme,  as  well  as  to  notice  the  in- 
creasing feeling  in  the  Craft  in  those  countries  in  favor  of  the  disso- 
ciating Craft  Masonry  from  all  connection  with  the  so-called  higher 
or  superior  degrees 
Fraternally  submitted. 

JOHN  V.  ELLIS, 
EDWIN  J.  EVERETT, 
WM.  F.  BUNTING, 

Committee^ 

Brother  Wm.  F.  Bunting  was  made  Grand  Master. 
Brother  Edwin  J.  Wetmore,  Grand  Secretary. 
There  was  no  report  on  Correspondence. 
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NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

The  Ninety-Fourth  Annual  Commonication  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
Was  held  on  the  16th  May,  1883,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Alphens  W. 
Baker  presiding,  with  representatives  from  60  Lodges  present.  The 
number  of  Lodges  within  the  jurisdiction  is  76,  with  a  membership 
of  7,988,  there  having  been  an  increase  during  the  year  of  146. 

Of  the  condition  of  the  Craft  the  Grand  Master  thus  speaks  : 

The  true  Masonic  ideal  has  been  well  sustained  in  the  main,  and 
that  degree  of  advancement  has  been  made  in  all  directions,  which 
is  occasion  for  the  deepest  gratification  to  the  fraternity.  The  spirit 
of  our  symbolism  has  been  more  neiirly  realized  than  ever  before,  and 
there  arc  evidences  of  progress  on  every  hand  which  should,  and 
does,  beget  added  enthusiasm  and  increased  love  and  veneration  for 
our  beloved  institution.  As  evidences  of  the  happy  future  to  which 
we  may  look  with  the  greatest  degree  of  confidence,  they  are  occasion 
for  the  gratitude  of  us  all. 

The  Grand  Master,  we  think,  very  properly  not  only  disoounto- 
nanced  but  prohibited  the  holding  of  what  a  Lodge  pleased  to  term  a 
Fair,  but  which  the  Grand  Master  says  was  a  lottery  for  the  purpose 
of  raising  funds.  We  deem  these  lotteries,  this  stock  gambling, 
these  dealings  in  futures,  the  most  prominent  agents  in  demoralizing 
the  present  generation  that  could  readily  be  devised.  They  are  po- 
tent, we  had  almost  said  omnipotent,  for  evil,  and  the  result  is  seen 
on  everv  hand  in  the  numberless  defalcations  which  are  of*  almost 
daily  occurrence. 

The  committee  appointed  at  the  last  annual  communication  to  re- 
port on  the  advisability  of  establishing  an  Orphan's  Home,  made  their 
report,  but  we  fail  to  find  any  very  practicable  suggestion,  although 
in  the  beginning  they  state  that  it  is  not  only  desirable  but  in  keep- 
ing with  the  entire  fabric  of  masonry,  and  that  the  'only  question  is 
of  the  practicability."  This  question  is  troubling  the  writer  hereof, 
who  was  at  the  last  session  of  our  Grand  Lodge  placed  in  the  respon- 
sible position  of  a  chairman  of  a  committee  to  devise  some  practicable 
plan  for  the  same  object  in  this  jurisdiction.  How  to  do  this  without 
taxing  too  heavily  the  Lodges  on  the  one  hand  and  to  be  certain  of 
sufficient  revenue  on  the  other,  is  the  absorbing  question. 

Brother  John  Francis  Webster  was  made  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
George  P.  Cleaves  Grand  Secretary. 

Bro.  A.  S.  Wait  made  the  report  on  Correspondence,  reviewing 
Alabama  for  1881 ;  and  ho  notices  the  fact  of  our  recognition  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales.  Our  individual  opinion  was  given 
last  year,  but  we  give  those  of  our  brother  in  full,  because  we.believe 
individually  that  in  all  recognitions  of ^ these  Grand  Bodies  great  dis- 


128  APPENDIX,  [1883. 

cretion  sboTild  be  'exercised,  and  that  we  should  adhere  to  the  old 
adage  which  time  and  experience  have  both  mellowed  and  hallowed. 
We  are,  we  know,  living  in  a  fast  age,  when  everything  is  driven  by 
steam  and  electricity,  even  man  himself  feeling  their  influence,  ^ut 
perhaps  for  this  very  reason  in  all  matters  of  moment  we  should  re- 
member that  festina  lerde  is  as  good  now  as  ever  : 

We  discussed  the  subject  of  the  recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
New  South  Wales  at  some  length  last  year  in  our  comments  upon  the 
proceedings  of  Arkansas,  when  some  of  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
such  recognition  were  pointed  out.  These  difficulties  arise  not  so 
much  from  our  own  view  of  the  subject  as  from  those  put  forth  and 
insisted  upon  by  the  great  majority  (by  some  it  is  said  unanimous  de- 
cision) of  American  Grand  Lodges,  and  by  the  greatly  prepondera- 
ting opinion  of  American  Bfasonic  writers  and  jurists.  That  view  is, 
as  we  understand  it,  that  whenever  a  Grand  Lodge  is  legitimately 
formed  in  any  State  or  territory  it  at  once  becomes  rightfully  and  ex- 
clusively sovereign  over  the  whole  of  such  State  or  Territory',  and 
over  all  Lodges  existing  and  Masons  residing  therein,  regardless  of 
their  numbers  or  whether  they  did  or  did  not  assent  to  such  forma- 
tion. To  apply  the  doctrine  to  New  South  Wtiles  :  The  new  Grand 
Body,  formed  by  twelve  Lodges  in  the  colony,  without  the  co-operar 
tion  or  assent  of  the  other  thirty-three,  became  at  once  entitled  to 
exercise  sovereign  authority  over  those  thirty-three  Lodges,  and  to 
command  their  obedience.  Such  a  doctrine  seems  to  us  not  only  in- 
defensible, but  monstrous.  The  glaring  injustice  of  such  a  result  has 
accordingly  led  most  of  our  Grand  Lodges  and  Masonic  writers  to 
hold,  that  a  new  Grand  Lodge  cannot  be  legitimately  formed  with 
a  less  constituency  than  a  majority  of  all  the  Lodges  of  the  State  or 
Territory  over  which  it  is  to  assume  authority.  In  this  view  the  fact 
that  the  Lodges  joining  in  the  formation  of  the  now  Grand  Body  in- 
vited all  the  other  Lodges  to  ioin  with  them  in  the  act  of  organizatioD, 
can  have  no  weight  whatever  in  favor  of  recognition.  Its  effect,  if  a 
factor  at  all  in  the  consideration,  would  be  rather  in  the  other  direc- 
tion, for  it  shows  more  clearly  the  opinion  of  a  very  large  majority  of 
the  Lodges  of  the  colony,  that  the  exigencies  of  Masonry  there  do  not 
require  that  a  Grand  Lodge  should  be  formed. 

This  is  not,  however,  the  view  we  individually  hold  upon  the  sub- 
ject, and  for  the  very  reason  that  that  ^-iew,  taken  as  a  whole,  neces- 
sarily leads  to  the  unjust  and  absurd  consetjuences  we  have  stated. 
We  believe  that  when  a  competent  number  of  Lodges  in  a  Territory, 
where  no  Grand  Lodge  exists,  shall  deem  that  the  exigencies  of  Ma- 
sonry require  the  formation  of  a  new  Grand  Lodge,  it  is  perfectly 
legitimate  for  them  to  unite  for  that  purpose,  and  although  they  may 
not  be  a  majority  of  the  Lodges,  or  may  not  have  the  sanction  of 
their  mother  Grand  Lodges  in  the  movement,  they  are  not  for  those 
reasons  guilty  of  schism,  or  rebelhon,  or  contumacy,  or  of  any  other 
Masonic  Mrrong.  and  that  when  it  shall  seem  good  to  other  Grand 
Lodges  to  recognize  such  body  as  a  legitimate  Grand  Lodge,  and 
correspond  with  it  as  such,  it  is  perfecily  right  and  legitimate  for 
them,  or  any  of  them,  to  do  so.  But  we  do  not  believe,  and,  until 
better  informed,  will  never  assent,  that  either  such  information,  or 
such  recognition,  or  both  together,  can  confer  any  rightful  authority 
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upon  such  new  body  over  those  who  do  not  join  in  its  formation  or 
assent  to  its  authority. 

We  are  not  informed  to  what  extent  of  authority  the  new  Grand 
Lodge  of  Now  South  Wales  hiys  claims.  If  it  onl^v  cUiims  that  its 
jurisdiction  extends  over  such  Lodges  as  joined  m  its  formation, 
with  such  as  niuy  afterwards  voluntarily  acknowledge  its  authority, 
or  receive  charters  from  it,  we  are,  individually,  in  favor  of  its  recog- 
nition. But,  in  making  no  greater  claim  than  that,  is  the  very 
ground  on  which  it  will  be  denied  recognition  by  most  of  the  Grand 
Lodges  of  this  country,  if  tliey  are  consistent  with  the  doctrine  they 
have  espoused.  They  will  claim  that  in  order  to  its  legitimacy  it 
must,  as  an  indispensable  prerequisite,  demand  and  enforce,  to  the 
extent  of  its  power,  the  obedience  of  the  thirty-three  Lotlges  now 
working  there  under  charters  from  the  Grand  Lodges  of  England, 
Scotland  and  Ireland,  respectively;  and  not  oulj'  so,  but  that  all 
such  of  those  Lodges  as  still  adhere  to  their  mother  Grand  Lodges, 
must  ultimately  be  subject  to  have  their  charters  revoked  by  this 
new  Ho<ly,  imtl  all  their  members  declared  to  be  without  the  pale  of 
Masonr\'.  Any  attempt  to  enforce  such  a  doctrine  would  at  once 
unite  the  Grand  Lodges  of  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland  for  the 
utter  repudiation  of  any  (Jrand  Lodge  which  should  join  in  it ;  and 
we  think  they  ought  to  do  so. 

If  our  brethren  of  New  South  Wales  are  content  with  the  authority 
which,  on  our  view  as  stated,  they  have  legitimately  acquired,  we  are 
not  oiily  willing,  but  desirous  of  their  recognition.  liut  in  order  to 
their  recognitition  in  any  such  view  by  American  Grand  Lodges  gen- 
erally, the  latter  must  either  recede  from  the  high  ground  they  have 
assumed  upon  the  subject  of  Grand  Lodge  sovereignty,  or  they  must, 
us  some  have  already  done,  fling  consistency  to  the  winds. 

We  had  the  honor  of  being  appointed,  in  July  last,  by  our  M.  W. 
Grand  Master,  as  his  representative  to  confer  with  Worshipful  Bro. 
Thomas  Newton,  appointed  by  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  New 
South  Wales,  t^  confer  with  him  upon  the  subject  of  the  recognition 
of  that  new  Grand  Lodge.  It  being  suggested  that  Brother  Newton 
would  arrive  in  San  Francisco  about  the  10th  of  August,  and  from 
there  proceed  to  New  York,  we,  on  the  2d  of  August,  addressed  to 
him  a  letter  to  the  former  city  at  the  hotel  suggested  by  the  Grand 
Master  of  New  South  Wales,  assuring  him  it  would  give  us  pleasure 
to  confer  with  him  upon  the  subject  of  his  mission,  by  a  personal  in- 
terview, if  "one  could  be  arranged,  or  by  correspondence,  should 
that  be  found  more  convenient  or  practicable.  We  have  earnestly 
hoped  that  such  an  interview,  either  in  person  or  by  the  correspond- 
ence suggested,  might  open  up  some  ^iew  upon  which  we  could 
recommend  to  our  Gnmd  Lodge  the  recognition  of  that  of  New  South 
Wales.  We  have,  however,  received  no  response  to  our  letter,  and 
consequently  no  progress  has  been  made  in  the  direction  desired. 

We  do  not  doubt  that  our  Grand  Lodge  and  Grand  Master  will  re- 
ceive with  pleasure  at  any  time  any  communication  our  brethren  of 
New  South  Wah^s  may  be  pleased  to  address  to  them,  and  wo  are 
sure  they  will  view  the  subject  of  their  recognitition  with  every  de- 
gree of  candor  so  important  a  subject  demands. 

Should  our  Grand  Lodge  find  it  i)roper  to  adopt  the  view  we  indi- 
vidually hold  upon  this  subject,  we  should  most  earnestly  join  in  an 
act  of  recognition  of  the  new  Grand  Body,  and  should  strive  to  make 

(9) 
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a  correspondence  with  it  mntnally  pleasant  and  profitable.  We  can- 
not, however,  recommend  recoj^nition  on  gronnds  which  involve 
what  we  think  to  be  nnjuHt,  or  which  will  lead  to  controversj*  with, 
or  estrangement  from,  honored  brethren  and  sovereign  Masonic 
Bodies  elsewhere,  where  we  should  feel  ourselves  to  be  the  party  in 
fault. 

N£W  JERSEY. 

The  Ninety-sixth  Annual  Communication  was  held  on  January  2d, 
1883,  William  Hardacre,  Grand  Master,  presiding.  One  hundred  and 
thirty-four  Lodges  were  represented.  Whole  number  of  Lodges  151; 
membership,  11,046,  being  an  increase  of  169  during  the  year. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  with  an  appropriate  ode,  invoking 
the  blessing  of  the  G.  A.  O.  T.  U.  The  Grand  Master  s  address  con- 
tained several  recommendations  on  different  subjects,  but  although 
the  committee,  to  whom  it  was  referred,  approved  of  them  all,  the 
Grand  Lodge  indefinitely  postponed  the  consideration  of  the  most  of 
them.  His  decisions  were,  however,  all  approved  and  as  all  of  them 
were  in  accord  with  the  rule  of  our  jurisdiction  it  is  not  necessary  to 
cite  them. 

Rev.  Brother  Henry  Vehslago,  Grand  Master;  Brother  Joseph  H. 
Hough,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  following  closing  hymn  was  sung  at  the  closing  of  the  Grand 
Lodge : 

CLOSING   HYMN. 

(-4ir— Auld  Lang  Syne.) 

Come,  Brothers  of  the  mystic  tie, 

Join  in  a  parting  hymn 
Of  gratitude  to  God  on  high. 

The  Architect  Supremo. 
The  glorious  Architect  Supremo, 

To  whom  all  praise  is  due 
For  blessings  rare  vouchsafed  by  Him, 

And  mercies  ever  new. 

We  part,  perhaps  no  more  to  meet 

The  Brothers  whom  we  love. 
But  lot  us  hope  each  one  to  greet 

In  the  Grand  Lodg<»  above. 
Adieu  I  adieu,  each  Brother  dear, 

Each  Craftsman  tried  and  truo; 
With  kindly  i^asp  and  lov<!  sincon», 

A  lu-art-wanii,  fond  adieu  I 

Bro.  James  A.  Nr)rton  made  the  corresjuindence  rejwrt,  giving  a 
very  kind  notice  of  the  proceedings  of  ^Uabama  for  1881  and  of  Bro. 
B(M»rs'  r<'i)ort  on  corrcKpondt-nre. 
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We  quote  his  opinions  in  relation  to  the  proper  Lodge  to  try  an 
offending  brother  bccaune  they  are  ours  : 

We  assent,  as  before,  to  the  proposition  that  Lodge  courtesy  should 
impel  a  Lodge  having  jurisdiction  where  an  offense  is  committed,  to 
notify  the  Lodge  to  which  the  offending  brother  mav  belong,  but 
that  is  all  that  can  be  expected  of  it ;  the  welfare  of  the  Fraternity 
requires  that  measures  should  at  once  be  taken  to  vindicate  the  good 
name  of  Masonry  by  the  punishment  of  brethren  who  deserve  pun- 
ishment, and  we  have  never  been  able  to  find  any  justification  for 
awaiting  the  action  of  the  Lodge  to  which  a  brother  belongs.  The 
point  to  be  settled  in  any  given  case  is,  which  Lod^e  first  commenced 
proceedings.  Whichever  did  has  exd^isive  iurisdictiou.  The  prin- 
ciple laid  down  in  the  quotation  from  Mitchell's  Common  Law  of  Ma- 
sonry, which  the  committee  characterizes  as  **the  just  and  correct 
rule,"  is  rejected  by  the  bulk  of  Masonic  authority  and  by  the  best 
living  Mjisonic  jurists  ;  indeed,  so  far  as  our  information  extends,  by 
nearly  all. 

It  seems  to  us  that  nothing  but  sensitiveness  over  the  possibility  of 
an  invasion  of  sovereignty  could  ever  have  induced  Grand  Lodges  or 
Masonic  jurists  to  consent  to  debate  the  question. 

You  may  recollect  that  in  the  report  for  last  year  we  cited  the  opinion 
of  the  Grand  Master  of  Texas,  that  a  Grand  Master  visiting  oflicially 
a  Lodge  may,  indeed  should,  enter  without  an  alarm  being  given. 
To  this,  we  think  properly,  too,  Brother  Dmmmond,  of  Maine,  ob- 
jected, and  thought  that  the  Lodge  should  be  apprised  that  he  was 
without  and  about  to  visit  the  Lodge,  and  mentioned  that  on  one 
occasion  while  Grand  Master  he  visited  a  subordinate,  to  none  of  the 
members  of  which  he  was  known  as  a  Mason,  that  he  declined  to  be 
examined,  but  consented  to  prove  his  identity  by  signing  his  name. 
To  this  Brother  Norton  says  : 

As  Grand  Master  Drummond  submitted  to  a  test,  it  seems  to  us 
that  he  might  better  have  adopted  the  test  of  an  examination,  and 
thus  have  satisfied  the  brethren  that  he  was,  at  least,  a  Mason. 
Those  brethren  had  a  perfect  right  to  demand  satisfaction  on  that 
point :  they  were  \^Toug  in  not  demanding  it.  It  is  not  within  the 
scope  of  the  prerogatives  of  a  Grand  Master  to  permit  brethren  to 
dispense  with  that  kind  of  proof  in  the  case  of  any  individual  claim- 
ing a<lmission  to  a  Lodge.  We  think  it  would  have  puzzled  Brother 
Drummond  to  frame  a  just  accusation  against  those  brethren  for  con- 
tumacy or  insubordination  if  they  had  refused  to  admit  him  without 
proof  that  he  was  a  Mason. 

We  once  had  a  similar  experience  as  the  representative  of  the 
Grand  Master  of  New  Jersey,  having  been  at  the  time  D.  D.  Grand 
Master.  Tlui  brethren  a.-^ked  us  to  point  a  way  out  of  their  dilemma, 
and  we  directed  them  to  examine  us.  We  felt  that  by  proving  our- 
self  a  Mason  our  claim  in  reKi)ect  of  being  the  one  who  wrote  of  an 
intended  ollicial  visit,  together  with  the  '*  possession  of  the  insignia 
of  the  office,"  would  justify  them  in  listening  to  and  heeding  our 
suggestions  and  instructions. 
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We  once  were  similarly  situated,  but  we  re<iuire(l  the  blaster  by 
proper  exauiination  to  be  satisfied,  ere  we  would  allow  him  to  receive 
us. 

NEW  MEXICO. 

The  Fifth  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodp;e  was  held 
December  19th,  1H«*2,  under  the  'r^uidancc  of  the  li.  W.  Grand  S. 
Wardt'U,  Albert  J.  Fountain,  as  Grand  Master,  there  being  present 
representatives  from  7  Lodges. 

The  number  of  Lodj^es  on  the  roll  is  7 — with  a  momborHhip  of  2tK). 
One  LfOdge  having  fallen  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  (Jrand  Lodge 
of  Arizona  gives  the  aijpearance  of  a  loss  of  31  members,  while,  in 
reality,  there  had  been  a  gain  of  25  among  the  various  Lodges  tliat 
had  eompoftod  the  Grand  Lixlge  of  New  Mexico. 

On  the  subject  of  the  })rerogativos  of  the  (Jrand  Master,  the  ad- 
dress of  Grand  Mnster  Waldo,  which  was  rejid,  says  : 

I  do  not  conceive  that  the  plain  j^rovisions  of  a  solemn  enactment 
relating  to  this  subject,  contained  in  the(irand  by-laws,  made  for  our 
guidance  and  government  now,  can  or  ought  to  be  construetl  away  by 
reference  to  something  practiced  and  followed  during  a  state  of  so- 
ciety  an<l  in  a  conditicm  of  the  world  happily  l<mg  passed  away. 
Those  by-laws  as  I  construe  them  were  made  not  for  the  enlargement 
but  for  the  restraint  of  the  ])rerogative  of  the  (rranjl  Master.  They 
were  made  to  define  and  limit  it.  The  jirerogative  was  intended  to 
be  hedged  about,  as  it  were.  In  the  t-xercise  of  his  lowers  it  was 
contemplated  that  the  Grand  ^Iast<'r  should  look  to  these  by-laws  as 
the  one  inviolable  source  of  jurisdiction  and  authority.  In  iHi  fjir  as 
they  abriilge  his  ancient  prerogatives  he  is  to  observe  and  obey  them 
and  not  seek  by  ingenious  construction  to  lessen  their  force  or  shade 
away  their  meaning. 

The  Grand  Secretary,  Brother  David  J.  Miller,  a  quondam  citizen  of 
Alabama  when  he  first  beheld  Masonic  light,  and  the  representative  of 
our  Grand  Lodge  near  that  of  New  Mexico,  and  who  had  been  the 
Grand  Secretarj-  from  the  inception  of  the  (irand  Lo<lge,  but  without 
remuneratir)n,  was  made  the  recipient  of  a  handsome  testimonial  of 
the  appreciation  by  the  members  of  the  (Jrand  Lodge  of  his  untirin*' 
zeal  and  admirable  attention  to  the  business  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
which  was  modestly  accepted. 

Brother  John  B.  Wooten,  Grand  Master. 

Brother  Miller  still  Grand  Secretary-. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  the  joint  production  of  Brother 
Huggins  and  Fountain.  The  former  reviewing  Alabama  for  1881. 
Here  we  find  that  this  reviewer  was  also  a  Masonic  elove  from  our 
State. 
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The  report  \h  excellent.    Of  non-afHliateH  we  find  : 

The  non-nffiliate  is  always  on  hand  when  there  is  something  good 
to  be  had  at  the  expense  of  soniehody  else  :  a  **  feast  or  a  frolic"  has 
for  him  a  i>o('uliar  attraction,  to  use  a  westernism,  he  **  never  misses 
a  meal  nor  ])ays  a  cent.*'  During  the  hours  of  lalH)r  he  is  iionesi,  but 
he  usually  manages  t'O  turn  up  during  refreshment,  especially  if  ho 
is  not  recpiirt'd  to  pay  his  share. 

We  have  Ldvon  this  matter  some  thought,  and  have  reached  the 
conclusion  tliat  a  brtither  who  is  ahU>  to  pay  his  just  proportion  to- 
wards Kustniniiij^  the  institution,  and  who  ironH  pay,  is  bettor  out  of 
it  than  in  it,  and  that  the  Lodge  is  better  off  without  him  than  with 
him.  He  just  ])roves  that  it  is  (juite  as  impossible  to  make  a  good 
Mason  tait  of  poor  matxrial  as  it  is  to  *•  maku  a  silk  purse  out  of  a  sow'* 
ear."  The  sooner  we '*  get  shut"  of  such  drones  the  better  for  the 
hive. 

Brother  F.  thinks  that  if  one  is  suspended  on  trial  by  his  Lodge, 
but  upon  appeal  to  the  (trand  Jjodge  the  sentence  is  set  aside,  he  is 
necessarily  restored  to  membership.  So  do  we,  though  our  Grand 
Lodge  thinks  otherwise,  and  on  this  subject  he  says  : 

Law,  whether  it  be  Masonic  law  or  any  other  kind  of  law  is  sup- 
posed to  bo  based  on  ctmimon  sense,  and  there  certainly  is  no  sense 
nor  justice  nor  ])roi)riety  in  depriving  a  Mason  of  his  Lodge  member- 
ship under  a  judgment  which  the  Lodge  is  compelled  to  admit  is  null 
and  void.  If  this  rule  is  to  obtain  it  opens  a  ^^^de  door  to  wrong  and 
oppression.  If  the  majt)rity  of  the  members  of  a  Lodge  take  a  dis- 
like to  a  brother  for  some  frivolous  cause  and  desire  to  turn  him  out 
of  the  Lodge  how  easy  it  would  bo  to  get  rid  of  him  by  preferring 
some  absurd  charge  against  him,  and  arbitrarily  try  and  suspend  him. 
He  ttikes  an  npi)eal,  the  (irand  Ix)dge  reviews  the  record  and  says : 
*'  This  is  all  wrong,  this  brother  has  been  guilty  of  no  Masonic  offense, 
he  has  boon  illegally  tried  and  improperly  convicted,  the  sentence  is 
\injust  and  undeserved,  the  judgment  is  a  nullity."  But  notwith- 
standing the  innocence  of  the  accused  brother,  this  illegal  trial,  this 
unjust  sentence,  this  void  judgment  inflicts  upon  him  a  disgraceful 
punishment,  hf  j.v  iurn*d  out  of  his  Loilge.'  It  won't  do  to  say  that 
such  a  case  as  we  have  presented  is  not  likely  to  happen.  It  is  safe 
to  assume  that  what  umij  liappcn  wiU  hap]>en  ;  at  all  events  it  is  bet- 
ter to  be  on  the  safe  side  and  leave  no  room  for  a  wrong  to  be  perpe- 
trated under  color  of  law  if  we  can  prevent  it. 

A  man  falsely  accused  of  a  crime,  was  taken  before  a  justice  of  the 
pofice,  and  upon  examination  was  found  to  be  entirely  innocent. 
'*  You  are  found  to  be  not  guilty,"  said  the  justice,  **  and  I  fine  yon 
ten  dollars." 

The  luan  protc^sted  against  this  injustice  :  said  he  :  *'I  have  been 
arrested  on  a  false  accusation,  have  been  treated  like  a  felon,  have 
been  dragged  from  my  family  and  my  busineas  and  put  to  no  end  of 
trouble  and  expense  to  establish  my  innocence  ;  I  haw  established  it, 
and  now  you  propose  to  fine  me,  what  for?'*  **  For  being  out  of 
luck,"  replied  Dogberrv'. 
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Of  the  powers  and  prerogatives  of  a  Grand  Master,  Brother  H. 
says : 

The  recognizing  of  the  authority  in  the  Grand  Master  <*  to  make 
Masons  at  sight"  and  to  grant  dispensations  to  Lodges  to  do  work 
irregularly  may  be  technically  within  the  provisions  of  what  are 
handed  down  to  us  as  the  Ancient  Constitutions,  yet  times  are  so 
changed  and  present  circumstances  are  so  different  from  those  of  the 
ancient  past,  that  we  believe  that  such  rules  or  privileges  as  are  in 
their  nature  incongruous  with  modem  ideas  should  be  altogether  put 
aside.  As  we  have  said  in  another  place,  the  spirit  of  our  institution 
is  in  the  present  day  democratic^  and  as  a  consequence  everything 
that  smacks  of  autocracy  should  be  eliminated  from  our  laws.'  Xow 
the  Grand  Master  is  prt/perly  the  agent  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  we 
say  should  not  be  authorized  to  constitute  himself  its  master  by  an- 
nulling or  suspending  its  prescribed  laws.  Every  step  taken  by' Wy- 
oming in  this  direction  is  a  step  back  towards  the  worst  government 
the  world  has  ever  known.  By  setting  aside  and  eliminating  from 
our  books  questionable  rules  and  practices  of  the  past  we  by  no  means 
set  aside  or  infringe  upon  the  real  Landmarks  of  the  Order,  which, 
as  have  our  fathers  before  us,  we  hold  as  sacred  and  inviolable. 

NEW  YORK. 

On  5th  June,  M.  W.  Benjamin  Flagler  opened  in  Ample  Form  the 
One  Hundred  and  Second  Grand  Annual  Communication  of  this 
Grand  Lodge.  There  were  present  representatives  from  680  Lodges. 
The  total  number  is  788,  and  the  membership  more  than  70  thousand. 

The  Grand  Master  recommended  the  recognition  of  the  Grand 
Lodges  of  Arizona  and  Peru,  and  the  Committee  on  Correspondence 
reported  resolutions  to  that  end,  which  were  adopted. 

He  considers  the  question,  **  What  is  a  summons,"  as  follows  : 

The  question  has  often  been  asked,  **  WTiat  is  a  legal  summons?" 
I  have  replied  :  A  summons  to  be  legal  and  of  effect,  must  be  issued 
by  the  Master  over  his  own  signature,  or  by  order  of  the  Master,  and 
attested  by  the  Secretary'  under  the  seal  of  the  Lodge  ;  that  it  must 
be  addressed  to  the  brother  summoned,  and  either  be  handed  to  him 
or  sent  through  the  post-office  to  his  la«t  known  address. 

As  there  seems  to  be  considerable  diversity  of  opinion  in  this  mat- 
ter it  should  be  settled  by  this  Grand  Body,  and  I  recommend  forms 
for  summons  be  decided  upon  and  printed  in  the  transactions  or 
with  the  constitution  and  statutes  as  a  guide. 

The  practice  of  using  the  word  "summoned"  in  simple  notices, 
and  of  publishing  in  newspapers  so-called  summons  is  a  grave  mis- 
take, and  has  led  to  the  general  impression  that  a  summons  is  no 
more  than  a  notice,  and  therefore  but  little  attention  is  paid  thereto, 
and  our  Lodges  seem  to  have  discontinued  almost  entirely  to  dis- 
cipline iu(?mbers  for  refusing  or  neglecting  to  obey, 

A  summons  should  not  be  lightly  used,  or  when  the  purpose  to  be 
accomi)lished  may  be  attained  as  well  by  a  notice.  And  in  my 
opinion  our  statutes  may  with  propriety  be  changed  in  this  respect 
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Oar  present  statutes  provide  for  the  issne  of  snmmons  in  several  in- 
stances, but  nowhere  define  what  a  legal  summons  is.  I  have  given 
above  the  generally  accepted  definition,  but  respectfully  urge  that 
there  be  a  legal  definition,  that  a  more  notice  or  newspaper  advertise- 
ment may  not  to  be  mistaken  for  so  important  a  document. 

And  the  committee  on  Jurisprudence  quoting  the  foregoing  re- 
ported the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted  : 

ResolveiU  That  a  legal  summons  is  as  above  defined  and  can  be  left 
at  the  place  of  business  or  residence  of  the  brother  summoned,  and 
given  into  the  hands  of  a  person  of  mature  age  ;  and  that  the  seal 
used  must  be  the  regular  Lodge  seal  and  not  a  printed  copy  thereof. 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  Relief  is  an  exceedingly  interesting 
document,  and  as  may  well  be  supposed  their  labors  were  by  no 
means  light.  From  it,  however,  we  find  that  we  here  in  Mobile  are 
not  the  only  ones  imposed  upon,  and  wo  also  learn  the  difficulties 
which  those  away  from  the  marts  of  commerce  are  seldom  obliged  to 
encounter.     The  report  further  says  : 

Tho  funds  of  this  Board  are  not  adequate  to  the  required  relief  in 
all  those  cases,  and  wo  have  been  forced  to  act  economically  in  their 
behalf.  There  seems  to  be,  from  all  we  are  able  to  learn  from  appli- 
cants, an  impression  that  this  country  is  not  only  a  haven  and  refuge 
for  the  poor  of  all  nations,  but  that  our  prosperity  and  generosity  are 
as  boundless  as  the  earth.  Foreign  applicants  are  evidently  led  to 
believe,  in  thoir  own  countries,  that  labor  and  money  are  both  had 
for  the  asking,  and  come  here  poorly  provided  for  the  realities  that 
inevitably  meet  them.  With  the  hope  that  tho  minds  of  English 
masons  might  be  disabused  of  the  prevalent  idea,  the  letter  above  in- 
dicated, was  written  and  sent.  It  is  fraternally  suggested  that  our 
Grand  Lodge  might,  with  propriety,  take  some  action  with  a  view  to 
the  relief  of  English  masons  by  English  masonic  charity. 

Aside  from  the  large  number  of  foreign  masons  (nearly  sixty  per 
cent,  of  the  whole  number)  applying  for  aid,  there  is  the  additional 
difficulty  of  making  themselves  known  to  us  as  masons.  We  havo 
heretofore  had  occasion  to  complain  of  the  woful  ignorance  of  foreign 
masons  in  respect  to  the  universally  adopted  methods  of  recognition. 
Wo  do  not  need  to  enlarge  upon  this  important  matter,  for  the  fact 
is  patent  to  all  who  have  been  obliged  to  examine  (or  attempt  to  do 
SO)  such  masons. 

Among  those  relieved  during  the  year  we  find  that  there  was  one 
from  Alabama  who  was  assisted  to  the  extent  of  thirty  cents.  Names 
are  not  given,  but  we  hope  the  brother  has  refunded  the  amount. 

The  Lodges  are  reprc'sented  by  the  Masters  only  or  thoir  proxies, 
in  tho  Griind  Lodgo,  yet  the  body  is  becouiing  so  large  that  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  was  introduced  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Constitutions  and  Statutes  : 

Resolved^  That  the  Grand  Master  be,  and  ho  is  hereby,  directed  to 
appoint  within  ton  days  after  tho  close  of  this  Grand  Lodge  a  com'^ 
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mittee  to  consist  of  one  member  from  each  masonic  district,  to  act  in 
conjunction  with  the  Grand  Master,  Deputy  Grand  Master,  Senior 
and  Junior  Grand  Wardens,  and  that  said  committee  be  authorized  to 
examine  and  report  to  the  next  Grand  Lod^re  any  amendments  to  the 
Constitution  or  Statutes  of  the  Grand  Lodge  that  will  facilitate  and 
expedite  the  business  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  that  said  committee 
be  also  directed  to  examine  and  report  as  to  the  feasibility  of  chang- 
ing from  the  present  system  of  representation  to  that  of  district 
representation . 

And  the  Committee  reported  as  follows,  which  was  adopted  : 

Your  Committee  are  not  advised,  that  it  is  wise  or  will  be  accepta- 
ble to  the  great  majority  of  the  Craft  to  give  up  the  Annual  General 
Assembly  of  the  representatives  of  the  Lodges  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion, and  cannot,  therefore,  recommend  any  measure  having  that  ob- 
iect  in  view.  The  difficulty  under  which  we  hibor  "will  not  be 
lessened,  but  rather  increased  by  abandonuient  of  the  Annual  Com- 
munication, and  the  power  of  a  Grand  Master  **  well  nigh  absolute" 
during  a  recess,  should  not  be  extended  beyond  the  present  limit  of 
one  year,  for  else  there  might  come  a  time  in  the  future  when  such 
extension  might,  in  that  respect,  bring  e^'ils  intolerable  upon  the 
Craft. 

The  other  alterations  suggested  resolve  themselves  into  one,  the 
adoption  by  this  Grand  Body  of  the  system  of  creating  District  (irand 
Lodges,  and  electing  delegates  therefrom,  or  from  the  present  or 
other  masonic  districts  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  in  place  of  the  present 
representation  by  Masters  of  Lodges. 

Your  Committee  believe,  and  have  in  reports  hitherto  made  to  this 
Grand  Body,  expressed  the  belief  that  the  pcnnanent  welfare  of  the 
fraternity  requires  the  adojjtion  of  some  measure  of  this  character 
at  an  early  period. 

But  your  Committee  do  not  think  the  brethren  in  this  jurisdiction 
are  quit^  ready  to  accede  to  its  adoption  now.  It  can  only  be 
brought  about  by  the  most  careful  and  deliberate  action,  wisely" con- 
serving all  that  is  good  in  our  present  system,  and  bringing  into 
action  only  such  new  measures  as  will  avoid  the  evils  under  which 
the  Craft  now  labor. 

Brother  Edward  Simmons  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
Edward  M.  L.  Ehlers,  Grand  SecreUiry. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  reviewed  the  proceedings  of 
Alabama  for  1882,  and  m  it  they  say  : 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  presented  a  report  which  was 
adopted,  by  which  the  (irand  Lodge  decided  that,  when  a  Warden 
removes  from  the  jurisdiction  of  his  Lodge,  the  Gnind  Lodge,  or 
during  recess  the  Grand  Muster,  may  grant  a  dispensation  to  elect  a 
new  W.inleu  to  lill  the  vacanc^v. 

We  respectfully  dissent,  because  no  such  proceeding  is  necessary. 
If  a  Warden  removes,  or  even  dies,  it  is  the  prerogative  of  the  Master 
to  appoint  one  2>ro /♦//<.  until  the  next  time  of  choosing.  Besides  a 
Warden  to  ho  eligible  to  the  mastership  must  have  been  elected  and 
served  one  year  as  such,  a  reciuirement  which  no  dispensation,  either 
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of  n  Grand  Lodge  or  Grand  Master,  can  set  aside,  hence  nothing  is 
taken  by  an  intermediate  election. 

We,  perhapH,  might  have  agreed  with  them  if  we  had  not  been 
taught  by  their  Grand  Master  Flagler  to  think  well  on  this  sub- 
ject before  speaking.  So  giving  his  view  we  will  hold  for  a  little 
more  time  to  reflect  upon  it.     From  his  address  : 

October  23d— Dispensation  to  Worth  Lodge  No.  210,  to  elect  and 
install  a  Junior  Warden.  This  seemed  to  be  an  exceptional  case, 
and  it  appeared  from  the  application  that  the  election  of  this  officer 
was  necessary  to  enable  the  Lodge  to  continue  work. 

The  Committee  commenting  upon  the  decision  of  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter of  Arkansas  that  a  brother  who  dies  while  charges  are  pending 
against  him  is  not  entitled  to  Masonic  burial,  express  so  clearly  the 
true  Masonic  rule  and  principle,  that  we  cannot  refrain  from  copy- 
ing it : 

Touching  which  we  are  called  to  remark  as  to  No.  2,  that  we  can- 
not sufficiently  express  our  surprise  that  in  this  nineteenth  century, , 
these  days  when  right  and  justice  and  fair  play  are  gradually  rising* 
to  the  general  appreciation,  it  should  be  solemnly  asserted  that  the 
mere  fact  of  charges  having  been  preferred  against  a  brother  should 
in  any  way  affect  his  rights.  ^Vhen  trial  has  been  had,  and  linal 
judgment  pronounced,  he  must  then  accept  the  conseipences  ;  but 
we  protest  with  every  fibre  of  our  being,  as  a  man  and  a  Mason, 
against  any  )>remature  judgment,  or  the  assumption  that  charges  are 
true  until  they  have  been  actually  proved. 

Suppose  a  case,  where  a  brother  has  received  the  left-handed 
justice  awarded  this  Arkansas  brother,  and  on  trial  it  be  conclusively 
shown  that  the  charges  are  false  and  have  no  possible  basis  upon 
which  to  rest ;  that  in  the  meanwhile  he  has  died,  how  is  reparation 
to  be  made,  how  apologize  to  the  cold  upturned  face,  how  arrange 
with  your  own  conscience  when  you  discover  that  you  have  done  a 
wrong  which  you  cannot  redeem  ?  Oh,  brethren  of  Arkansas,  and 
everywhere,  take  thought  before  you  act,  and  let  it  be  so  that  there 
shall  not  come  back  to  you  the  stings  of  conscience  for  irremediable 
wrong. 

The  review  of  foreign  Grand  Lodges  is  very  full  and  complete  and 
but  for  the  space  it  would  occupy  we  would  be  glad  to  lay  it  before  you. 
We  must  content  ourself,  however,  with  the  account  of  the  Masonic 
Refonu  Movement  in  Germany,  which  we  give  entire,  that  our  breth- 
ren may  see  and  know  whither  they  are  drifting  : 

THE   MASONIC   REFORM  MOVEMENT   IN   GEBMANT. 

The  address  which  we  herewith  give,  issued  bv  six  brethren,  has 
attracted  much  attention  and  caused  considerable  excitement  and 
discu8.sion  among  the  fraternity  in  Germany.  It  is  said  to  have  been 
written  in  August  last,  but  was  distributed  among  the  Lodges  at  a 
much  later  date.    We  also  add  some  of  the  answers  it  has  evoked  from 
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Grand  Lodges,  and  as  both  address  and  answers  speak  for  them- 
selves comment  seems  unnecessary. 

The  subject  now  brought  prominently  before  the  fraternity  is  by 
no  means  a  new  one ;  it  has  nad  its  advocates  as  well  as  adversaries 
for  years  and  has  been  extensively  discussed  from  time  to  time  in  the 
masonic  journals  of  Germany.  That  the  ideas  promulgated  therein 
are  extending  caunot  be  denied,  but  that  they  will  remain  unaccepta- 
ble to  the  fraternity  at  large  is  equally  undeniable.  Perhaps  tney 
will  have  the  effect  of  purging  some  of  the  masonic  systems  of  Eu- 
rope of  the  incongruities  in  which  they  abound.  A  careful  reading 
of  the  address  has  left  the  imprrssion  on  us,  that  its  aim  is  to  oppose 
sectarianism  in  Lodges  and  open  its  doors  to  those  whose  ideas  of  the 
Supreme  Being  and  morality  are  not  in  consonance  with  those  ac- 
cepted as  orthodox  bv  the  institution. 

The  address  is  well  written  and  conciliatory  in  tone.  That  the 
seven  principles  laid  down  therein  are  not  offered  as  the  ultimatum 
is  evident,  for  it  invites  propositions  for  improvement,  for  which 
there  is  ample  room. 

The  following  is  the  address  : 

**TO   THE   LODGES  OF  OEBMANT. 

**/khved  Brethrtm:  Many  entertain  the  opinion,  founded  upon  ex- 
perience, that  in  order  to  obtain  a  permanent  and  beneficial  influence 
on  civilized  life,  Freemasonry  needs  a  clear  explanation  of  its  prob- 
lems, and  the  Masonic  Union  an  internal  renovation. 

"It  is  acknowledged  that  masonry  must  abandon  the  closely  con- 
fining principle  of  creed,  which  is  not  only  undermining  the  most 
importiint  foundations  of  a  union  encircling  the  world  but  also  free- 
dom of  conscience  and  universality. 

**It  must  remain  open  to  the  influences  of  the  times,  absorb  new 
strength  from  them,  and  diffuse  them  again  in  society.  To  those  who 
pursue  the  historj^  of  our  union  attentively  and  i^ithout  prejuilice 
this  task  will  not  be  difficult;  we  must  return  to  the  old  sources  of 
masonic  knowledge,  which,  in  the  course  of  time,  have  been  disturbed 
by  erroneous  interpretation  or  intentional  falsitication. 

**An  attempt  for  this  return  and  a  revival  of  the  Masonic  Union  we 
will  make  in  the  annexed  declaration,  in  which  we  lay  down  our  con- 
viction of  the  purport  and  object  of  our  Art. 

**We  beg  of  you,  beloved  brethren,  to  examine  our  declaration,  and 
if  you  agree  with  the  views  therein  expressed,  to  communicate  to  us 
your  approval,  or  your  propositions  for  any  improvements  to  the 
care  of  Ernst  Rosexbero.  Neue  Krame  26,  Frankfort-on-the-Main. 

**We  reserve  to  ourselves  the  right  to  consult  with  you  on  further 
steps,  which  we  may  deem  desirable  for  the  lawful  attainment  of  our 
object. 

* 'Fraternally  your  faithful  brothers, 

'*Dk.  KICHAKD  BAKTilELMESS, 

^^Mrmher  of  tlir  L<xhji  z.  d.  3  Pff'dfn  Xnrnlmrt^. 

"Dii.  A.  BFECHLE,  \  Mmihrrs  of  the  l^^hjo  Bndeim 
"W.  A.  FRIC,  S      z.  Fortschhitt,    Baden- lUuUn. 

"GUSTAV  MAIER, 

**}tendjerof  the  Tjodtje  Karlz.  d.  d.  Uhnen,  Ulm. 
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"KARL  PAUL, 

**y£emf)er  of  the  Lodge  Karl  z.   aufgehenden  Lichi, 
**  Frankfort  o.  t.  m, 

* 'ERNST  ROSENBERG, 

** Member  of  Uie  Ixxhje   z.    Frankfurter  Adier, 
''FrankfoHo.  t.  m." 

"WnEREAs,  It  appears  necessary  to  keep  Freemasonry  in  unison 
"with  the  progressive  Knowledge  of  the  human  race  in  order  to  secure 
for  it  a  permanent  efficiency  in  civilization,  and 

** Whereas,  The  Old  Charges  in  the  Book  of  Constitution  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  England  of  1723,  which  is  the  source  of  and  founda- 
tion for  masonic  law,  point  to  this  end;  and 

"Whekeas,  The  Old  Charges  'oblige  Masons  to  that  religion  only  in 
which  all  men  agree;  to  be  good  men  and  true,  or  men  of  Honor 
and  Honesty,  by  whatever  Denominations  they  may  be  distinguish- 
ed ;'  and 

* 'Whereas,  The  Old  Charges  enjoin  that  *no  private  Piques  or 
Quarrels  must  be  brought  within  the  door  of  the  Loilge,  far  loss  any 
Quarrels  about  Religion,  or  Nations,  or  State  Policy;'  and 

* 'Whereas,  According  to  the  Old  Charges,  the  founders  of  the  ma- 
sonic Union,  by  laying  down  the  principle  of  human  equality  during 
the  time  of  the  unrestrained  supremacy  of  sectarianism,  recognized 
and  demanded  philanthrox>y  as  the  foundation  of  Freemasonry;  and 
finally, 

"Whereas,  According  to  the  Old  Charges  the  masonic  Union  must 
remove  everything  that  may  separate  brethren,  so  that  it  may  be  a 
centre  for  a  union,  we  profess  the  following 

"general  principles  of  fbeemasonrt. 

"1.  It  is  the  purpose  of  Freemasonry  to  ennoble  man  intellectually 
and  morally  and  advance  thereby  the  welfare  of  human  society  ac- 
cording to  a  form  borrowed  from  the  customs  of  operative  masons, 
united  into  Lodges. 

"2.  Freemasonry  has  pure  moral  law  for  its  foundation  and  seeks 
to  obtain  the  harmonious  formation  of  the  individual's  life,  as  well  as 
that  of  the  community  and  the  extension  of  universal  love  of  the 
human  race. 

"3.  The  masonic  Union  desires  to  carry  out  the  aims  and  princi- 
ples of  Freemasonry  by  intellectual  instruction  within  the  Lodges  and 
by  practice  and  example  outside  thereof. 

"4.  The  masonic  Union  upholds  the  principle  of  hberty  of  con- 
science, of  religion  and  of  thought.  It  rejects  all  force  that  threat- 
ens this  freedom  and  ever)'  per8ecutit)n  that  is  pnicticed  against  peo- 
ple who  are  of  different  faith  and  opinion. 

"5.  The  masonic  Union  demands  no  profession  or  creed  what- 
ever from  its  candidates.  It  only  prescribes  that  they  shall  be  free 
men  of  good  rejait^*  and  of  the  intellectual  culture  which  the  practice 
of  masonry  re<iuiros,  without  distinction  of  rank,  religion,  or  race. 

"G.  The  masoDic  Union  demands  from  its  members  an  earnest 
participation  in  the  great  ethic  and  social  questions  in  the  sense  of  a 
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pencoable  development  The  Lodge  iteelf  is  neutral  ground  in  which 
all  qnestioiiB  of  life  and  of  science  may  and  shall  receive  nncon- 
stramed  discussion,  but  the  threshold  of  which  must  not  be  crossed 
by  the  passions  of  public  life  and  of  political  or  religious  party 
strife. 

**7.  The  masonic  Union  is  not  a  secret  association;  its  aims,  his- 
tory, laws  and  statistics  are  not  secrets.  The  obligation  of  secrecy 
assumed  by  everj'  member  thereof  has  only  reference  to  its  rites  and 
the  signs  of  recognition." 

Theso  are  the  seven  principles  embodying  the  ideas  of  the  signers 
of  the  address.  For  the  purpose  of  exposing  more  clearly  the  sup- 
posed intent  of  the  signers  thereof  the  Grand  Master  of  Hamburg  has 
issued  the  following  circular  letter  : 

"CIBCULAB    OP  THE    GRAND   MASTER    TO     THE    WORSHIPFUL  'MASTERS  OF 

OUR  DACaHTER   LODGES. 

^^Worahipfnl  niul  Moved  Breihren  : — Six  brother  Freemasons,  two  of 
whom.  Brother  Rosenberg  at  Fraukfort-on-the-Main  and  G.  Maier  at 
Ulm,  belonging  to  the  Hamburg  Grand  Lodge  Union,  have  issued  an 
address  to  the  Lodges  of  Germany,  a  copy  of  which  has  proliably 
also  reached  you.  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  come  to  an  open  under- 
standing with  you  in  regard  to  the  tenor  of  that  address. 

**The  before  mentioned  brethren  advance  as  a  reason  tor  their 
course,  *that  it  seems  necessary  to  keep  Freemasonry  in  unison 
with  the  progressive  knowledge  of  the  human  race(?)  and  they, 
therefore,  propose  to  remodel  the  *General  Masonic  Principles,' 
which  were  adopted  at  the  Grand  Master's  meeting  in  1870,*  at 
Hamburg,  and  which  occupy  a  place  at  the  head  of  our  constitution 
(Constitution,  p.  1  and  2).  Reproducing  the  same  in  part  word  for 
word,  they  omit  some  of  the  most  important  provisions,  thereby  en- 
tirely changing  the  character  of  the  same.  They  omit,  for  instance, 
*the  belief  in  God  as  the  Supreme  Architect  of  the  Universe,  and  in 
a  higher  law  of  nature,'  and  also  the  practice  of  that  highest  moral 
law  :  *Love  (rod  ah^re  all,  and  thy  neighbor  as  thyself  '  They  also 
omit,  *the  principal  and  unchangeable  symbols  of  Freemasonry, 
Bible,  S(iunre,  anil  Compasses/'  The  address,  apparently  seeking  to 
support  itself  by  the  ()ld  Charges,  omits  the  ))rincipal  sentence  :  the 
Freemason,  *if  he  rightly  understands  the  Art,  ^ill  never  he  a  stupid 
aUifisi.' 

* 'These  omissions  reveal  the  plan  of  the  address  completely.  By 
the  adoption  of  the  propositions  it  contains.  Freemasonry  would  be- 
come purely  atheistical,  apositiou  which  the  Grand  Orient  de  France 
assumed  live  years  ago.  Tliat  Grand  Lodge,  as  well  known,  has  en- 
tirely isolated  itself  thereby.  I  remind  you,  beloved  brethren,  that  it 
was  this  deplorable  step  on  the  part  of  the  Grand  Orient  de  France 
that  induced  the  Grand  Lodge  Diet  at  Hamburg,  in  1S78,  to  adopt 
unauiinously  the  well  knoN^Ti  masonic  confession  of  faith,  prepared 
by  our  deceased  brother  Bluutschli  at  the  reijuest  of  the  Diet,  and 
which  puts  down  the  belief  in  the  Supreme  Architect  of  the  Universe 
as  the  unchangeable  foundation  of  J  rec^masonrj',  closing  with  the 
words  that  'atheistic  Freemasonry  ceases  to  be  Freemasonrv.* 

*'I  am  certain  that  you.  Worshipful  Masters,  will  recognize  it  with 

•See  Trans.  N.  Y.,  1871,  p.  so. 
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me  as  our  duty  to  oppose,  in  our  respective  circles,  most  deter- 
minedly tlio  seductive  doctrines  which  the  address  is  endeavoring  to 
disseminate,  so  that  the  obnoxious  sprouting  seed  may  be  removed 

in  time. 

*»FliIEDR  GLITZ  A, 

**frrarul  Master  of  the  Grand  Lotlqe  of  Ihimhnrg. 

"Hamburg,  October  23,  1882." 

At  the  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge  **Zu  den  drei  Weltkugeln" 
(Three  Globes)  at  Berlin,  December  7,  1882,  the  address  was  also 
laid  before  that  body,  whereupon  the  Deputy  Grand  Master,  11.  W. 
Brother  Frederichs,  Vho  presided,  made  the  following  remarks  : 

'^^ Brethren:  You  will  notice  that  the  signers  of  the  address  assume 
the  position  that  in  order  to  influence  civilization,  the  aims  of  ma- 
sonry should  bo  clearly  stated,  and  that  the  masonic  Union  requires 
an  internal  renovation.  They  jilso  consider  it  indispensable  that 
Freeninstmry  should  be  kept  in  harmony  with  the  progress  of  the 
world's  knowledge,  and  that  for  the  puq^ose  of  accomplishing  this,  it 
is  necessary  to  return  to  the  Old  Charges. 

**The  Union  Directory  considers  it  proper  not  to  leave  the  Grand 
Lotlge  and  its  daughter  lodges  in  uncertainty  as  to  its  opinion  of  the 
points  in  the  address,  and  feels  ussured  of  a  general  assent  thereto. 
To  enter  upon  a  full  examiuaticm  of  these  points,  would  be  investing 
tliem  with  too  much  importance.  I  will  not  omit,  however,  to  draw 
attention  to  the  inconsistency,  that  while  Freemasonry  is  to  be  kept 
in  harnumy  with  the  progress  of  knowledge,  this  progress  is  to  be 
found  in  the  period,  long  gone  by,  in  which  the  so-called  Old  Charges 
were  adopted.  It  was  as  far  back  as  1870,  that  the  united  Grand 
Masters  came  to  the  unanimous  conclusion  in  regard  to  the  so-called 
Old  Charges,  that  their  claims  were  no  longer  in  accord  with  the  spirit 
of  the  tigo,  and  that  they  should  be  preserved  only  as  an  historical 
monument.  Concerning  the  contents  of  the  principles  laid  down  in 
the  address,  they  differ  materially  in  one  point  from  ,the  general  prin- 
ci])les  heretofore  contained  in  the  Constitution  of  the  German  Grand 
Lodges,  and  in  this  is  found  the  true  tendency  of  it^s  authors.  It  is 
to  s(!i)arate  Freemasonry  from  its  religious  basis  and  steer  German 
Freemasonry  into  the  channel  in  which  French  Freemawmry  has- 
been  found  since  the  time  when  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  declared 
that  the  j)rinciple  of  a  belief  in  God,  was  no  longer  required  for  ad- 
mission into  a  lodge.  For  that  reason  the  address  speaks  of  intellec- 
tual and  moral  education  as  the  objects  of  the  Union,  but  not  of 
religious  education  and  improvement.  In  France,  the  declaration 
spoken  of,  tinds  some  excuse  in  the  fact  that  the  view  upon  which 
it  is  based,  is  connected  with  the  somewhat  extended  philosophical 
tendency,  the  so-called  l\}sUh'(sm.  That,  as  is  proclaimed,  desires 
practically  to  establish  a  morality  without  reWjhVf  because  the  latter  is 
met  with  in  no  other  shape  than  in  the  frightful  form  of  the  Koman 
church  vrith  its  Jesuit  morality.  But  the  ^iah  of  transplanting  the 
doctrines  of  Positivism  intr>  Germany,  even  with  the  best  intentions, 
is  a  sin  against  the  spirit  of  our  great  philosophy  and  can  only  be 
occasioned  by  what  wicked  and  generally  prevailing  confusion  of  con- 
ception by  which  Christian  theology  and  Christianity,  Religion  and 
Churchdom,  religion  p**r  se  and  in  appearance,  are  arbitrarily  mixed  up. 
But  German  masonry,  unless  it  wants  to  abandon  itself,  is  too  pro- 
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fonndly  planned  to  lay  aside  religions  cnltnre  and  improTement  with 
hnmane  moral  perfection.  It  is  one  of  the  greatest  errors  of  our 
time  to  insist  that  a  belief  in  God,  in  moral  liberty,  in  the  inyariable 
laws  of  nature  and  in  the  personal  infinity  of  the  Spirit,  are  dogmas 
that  have  sprung  from  a  reflecting  intellect  or  from  abstract  specula- 
tions ;  they  are  rather  the  profoundest  ideas  of  the  mind,  of  which 
we  become  directly  conscious  in  our  feelings,  will  and  imaginations, 
and,  therefore,  the  most  positive  that  exisit.  Morality  and  religion 
con  only  be  separated  by  abstract  thought. 

**The  Union  Directory  (Bundes  Directorium)  has  clearly  expressed 
itself  in  the  circulars  issued  on  St.  John's  day  for  the  last  few  years 
on  the  problems  and  position  of  freema»<inry  of  the  present  time.  In 
the  last  circular,  also,  has  it  directed  attention  to  the  inseparability  of 
religion  and  morality.  In  this  we  are  entirely  in  harmony  with  the 
general  masonic  principles  established  by  the  Grand  Lodge  League. 
A  change  of  the  same  in  the  sense  of  the  address  would  only  be  a 
weakening  of  their  deeply  moral  and  religious  worth  as  laid  down  in 
•ur  ritual  and  in  the  symbols  of  our  Royal  Art.  We  have  confidence 
in  the  enhghtenment  prevailing  in  our  lodges,  that  the  brethren  will 
recognize  this  with  ourselves  and  act  accordingly." 

The  Grand  Lodge  fully  assented  to  the  explanations  made  by  the 
Deputy  Grand  Master  in  the  name  of  the  Union  Directory. 

The  same  address,  we  are  informed,  was  idso  read  and  discussed 
at  a  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge  **Zur  Sonne"  at  Bayreuth,  and  its 
Protocol  contains  the  following  passage  in  relation  to  it :  **  The  Coun- 
cil of  the  Union  (Grand  Lodge  officers)  listened  to  this  communica- 
tion with  great  satisfaction,  and  declared  that  it  fully  agreed  with  the 
contents  thereof." 

Is  it  not  singular  that  the  authority  of  the  late  Bro.  Bluntschli, 
who  was  a  Ptust  Grand  Master  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  should  be  quoted 
by  Hamburg  ixs  opposed  to  the  promulgated  address,  while  the  Grand 
Lodge  to  which  he  imparted  lustre  as  it«  Cirand  Master,  approves  the 
contents  of  the  same?    Whence  this  discrepency  j 

The  five  independent  lodges  (of  Germany)  also  issued  a  joint  de- 
claration  in  reference  to  the  address.  They  totally  dissent  from  the 
principles  laid  down  therein.  Most  of  the  other  numerous  pubhca- 
tions  on  the  subject  that  have  come  to  our  knowledge,  are,  upon  the 
whole,  unfavorable  to  the  seven  principles,  which,  as  one  of  their 
opponents  says,  in  order  to  keep  abreast  of  the  progress  of  the  age, 
go  back  to  the  old  charges. 

It  cannot  be  denied,  however,  that  there  is  a  tendency  among  por- 
tions of  the  fraternity  of  Continental  Europe  to  liivor  the  ideas  ad- 
vanced by  the  six  signers  of  the  address.  One  of  the  signers  of  the 
same  has  seen  tit  to  write,  by  reijuest,  an  explanatory  letter,  which 
may  be  taken  as  an  annotation  to  the  original  text.  It  is  published 
in  the  Latomia,  a  Masonic  journal,  and  reads  as  follows  : 

A    REVIEW   OF   TUE   FBANKl"ORT   MANIFESTO. 

Wr  liavf'  ri'teived  the  following  letter  from  Bro.  Gustav  Maier,  at 
Fraukt"ort-«ni-the-MHin,  one  of  the  signers  (»f  thu  ni»tcd  uddress  : 

*'  Jidorctl  Bnjther  :—l  very  willingly  comply  with  your  wish,  to  give 
you  some  information  in  regard  to  the  intentions  of  the  authors  of 
our  address,  and  although  my  utterances  are  only  those  of  an  iudi- 
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vidual,  yet  I  mny  asnumo  thnt  I  am  correctly  reflecting  the  ideas  and 
intentioDK  of  my  aHsociatos. 

**  The  fact  that  our  beautiful  Union  occupies  no  longer  its  former 
importance,  has,  of  lato,  engaged  the  attention  of  many  faithful 
brethren.  Three  directions  are  distinguishable  in  their  conception 
of  the  same. 

**1.  The  -bulk,'  which  does  not  concern  itself  much  about  the 
vorld-wide  importance  of  the  Union,  finds  its  satisfaction  in  the  ac- 
customed ways,  be  this  the  nobler  satisfaction  of  philanthropio 
thoughts  and  works,  or  simply  the  satisfaction  of  social  necessities. 

**  2.  The  radical  left  wing,  which  is  impressed  with  the  idea  that 
freemasonry  has  outlived  itB(>lf,  looks  upon  it  as  a  venerable  relic  and 
drifts  along  pro  fortna^  because  it  is  agreeable  to  it  for  some  other  ex- 
ternal reasons.  Tliis  conception  is  the  most  dangerous,  because  it  is 
pessimistically  contagious. 

**3.  With  permission — a  right  wing,  which  has  preserved  the  old 
love  for  the  good  cause,  and  the  faith  in  its  future  ;  it  desires  to  take 
active  steps  to  check  threatening  ruin. 

** Among  the  last  may  be  found  the  authors  of  the  much-talked- 
about  address. 

"To  control  a  disease  a  diagnosis  becomes  necessary.  We  find 
that  the  cause  for  the  retrogression  in  intellectual  life  is  to  be  found 
in  the  lodges.  This  seems  to  have  retrograded  as  compared  with 
former  times,  perhaps  not  absolutely  but  only  relatively.  One  hun- 
dred years  ago  freemasonry  was  the  pillar  of  ideal  civilization  ;  to-day 
it  is  no  longer.  The  wise,  but  misunderstood  rule,  that  political  and 
religious  controversies  (not  questions)  must  be  kept  out  of  the  lodges 
has  brought  about  that  every  thing  touching  religion  and  politics  (the 
latter  taken  in  the  extended  sense  of  the  word  and  not  tis  party  pol- 
itics) being  forbidden,  and  with  this,  if  accepted  as  a  principle,  the 
mission  of  freemasonry  as  a  Vujhtfor  mankind  is  finished.  W  e,  on  tfie 
othfT  hnwJy  (lenmnd  that  fffumnsonrij  shall  seriouslij  occupy  itself  lolih  Uie 
fpreat  f.UucfU  and  social  (piesdons  in  tJie  sense  of  a  pfiaceahle  devrlopineni, 
that  the  lodge  may  be  the  compensating  medium  for  the  opposing 
views  ;  not  by  glossing  them  over  and  ignoring  them,  but  that  it  may 
effect  a  positive  decision  and  so  an  adjustment  and  conciliation.  We 
demand,  that  the  lodge  shall  be  a  consecrated  place,  where  truth  is 
Uiu^ht,  where  science  is  fostered,  that,  besides  its  humanitarian  and 
social  activity,  it  be  a  temple  of  culture,  in  which  those  who  are  in- 
itiated may  enter  N^ith  reverence,  and  which  every  profane  may  pass 
by  with  respect.     Thus  it  was  once  and  thus  it  shall  be  again. 

**  This  beloved  brother,  is  ihf  piUi  of  the  irhoU:  explanation  and  it  is 
remarkable  that  it  has  Ixieu  so  little  comprehended  in  the  controversy 
heretofore  had.  Everything  else  is  only  inference  and  the  postulates 
deducted  therefrom. 

**  The  l(nlffes  nod  more  intfUfctual  strength^  more  intellectual  culture. 
For  this  puqjosu  more  supporters  of  intellectual  power  are  needed. 
It  is  almost  generally  acknowledged  that  the  supporters  of  intellectual 
powrT,  as  a  chiss,  avoid  the  lodges  more  than  formerly.  What  is  the 
cjinse  of  this?  Perhaps  it  is  the  result  of  cause  andeffect,  and  per- 
haps the  reasons  for  it  exist  in  ourselves. 

'*  It  may  be  that  we  throw  impediments  in  the  way  of  many  libend 
and  able  minds  by  certain  supiiositions.  Many,  for  conventional 
reason,  jissent  passively  to  the  supposition  that  they  are  of  the  creed 
in  which  they  were  Ixjrn  ;  they,  however,  have  no  ilesireof  assuming 
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a  new  one  actively.  Can  our  union  readily  dispense  with  the  larger 
number  of  these  V  We  think  not.  It  follows,  therefore,  thot  our 
union  should  not  close  its  porttils  to  those  who  do  not  want  to  assent 
to  the  supposition  of  a  deism  in  even  the  broadest  sense.  Will  it  l»o 
denied  that  the  science  of  our  time  is  not  controlled  by  a  certain 
coolness  toward  this  death  V  Is  it  wise  to  i)lace  the  lodj^e  on  an  insu- 
lated chair  in  rej^ard  to  it  V  Or  is  it  not  rather  timely  to  unite  all 
those  who  strive  for  all  that  is  (^ood  and  noble,  without  difference  as 
to  creed  V  Is  not  the  latter  really  the  fundamental  principle  of  free- 
masonry. 

**We  do  not  want  to  make  Freemasonrj'  atheistical;  that  has  never 
entered  our  thoughts,  and  if  that  had  ever  been  any  one's  intention, 
we  should  take  the  field  against  such  a  one-sided  step.  Wo  have  no 
wish  to  drive  the  (Jod-f earing  brother  from  among  us;  neither  do  we 
wish  to  see  him  excluded,  who  does  not  share  the  known  suppositions 
and  is  honest  enough  to  acknowledge  it.  Is  that  asking  too  much  fur 
the  Freemasonrj'  of  the  nineteenth  century? 

**We  want  fresh,  cheerful  intellectual  life  in  our  union,  and  the 
banishment  of  the  old  self-sufficient  slow  ways,  of  imlifference  here 
and  pessimism  there.  We  do  not  deem  it  necessary  thiit  all  wisdom 
should  come  from  above  and  believe  that  it  can  do  no  harm  if  in  a 
union  of  freemen  a  free  voice  makes  itself  heard  occ^isioimlly  *from 
below.'  This  cannot  be  done  without  some  intellectual  struggle. 
There  is  no  hanu  in  this,  however,  and  we  have  even  now  the  satis- 
faction of  knowing  that  we  have  infused  already  some  new  life  in  the 
Lodges  and  in  the  masonic  press.  Whether  this  mjinifests  itself  in 
opposition  or  approbation  is  a  matter  of  indifference,  if  it  is  only 
carried  on  in  fraternal  forms,  and  these  we  have  not  disregarded. 

*'J3oth  opposition  and  a])probation  have  manifested  themselves 
very  fully,  and  more  than  we  had  hoped  for.  We  never  anticiputi*d 
any  other  result  and  never  expected  an  instantaneous,  nipid  Wctory. 

"Already  have  a  considerable  number  of  sympathizers  assembleil 
around  us,  and  we  intend  to  proceed  quietly  and  fraternally  sine  iru 
et  studio,*  as  soon  as  the  proper  tiuie  comes  for  it. 

*'A11  we  claim  is  that  our  opponents,  whose  convictions  we  value 
and  honor,  shall  recognize  us  as  brethren  having  the  welfare  of  the 
union  at  heart  and  that  our  views  and  intentions  be  not  misunder- 
stood and  misconstrued.  That  is  the  least  that  may  bo  expected  of 
freemasons. 

**  Frankport-on-the-Main. 

"Br.  GUSTAV  MAIER.' 

The  above  was  published  in  January,  1883. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

This  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  for  the  Ninety-sixth 
Annual  Communication  by  Henry  F.  Grainger,  Grand  \Lister.  There 
were  present  representatives  from  111  subordinate  Lodges.  Active 
Lodges  2<>4  ;  number  of  members  0,211  ;  gain,  (u. 

The  Grand  Master  bewails  the  lack  of  zeal  among  the  Craft  ;  thinks 

•without  auger  or  favor. 
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the  carelessness  and  Inkewatmness  of  the  members  a  great  bar  to  the 
growth  of  the  Lodges.  He  says  that  if  the  brethren  exemplified 
more  fully  outside  the  Lodge  what  thoy  were  taught  in  it  maoii  bene- 
fit would  result. 

He  is  opposed  to  the  exercise  of  the  prerogative  of  the  Grand 
Master  except  where  the  reasons  are  very  strong.    Bight  -, 

/The  Grand  Secretary's  report  betokens  renewed  activity  among  the 
Craft 

The  Orphan  Asylum  under  the  auspices  of  the  Grand  Lodge  seems 
to  be  doing  much  good  although  every  such  institution  will  be  con- 
tinually straitened  for  means,  the  demand  for  its  care  so  constantly 
increasing. 

The  Grand  Lodge  adopted  the  system  of  D.  D.  Grand  Masters  for 
the  visiting  of  every  Lodge  at  least  once  a  year,  but  they  provided 
no  methods  for  the  payment  of  expenses. 

In  relation  to  the  prerogatives  of  the  Grand  Master,  the  Committee 
on  Jurisprudence  say,  and  say  truly : 

Masonic  law  embraces  not  only  the  lex  scripia  but  lex  mm  scriptth, 
The  latter  includes  in  its  circle  the  Grand  Master's  Prerogatives,  one 
of  which  is  the  power  of  dispensaiUm ;  and,  when  properly  determ- 
ined, is  as  sacred  and  inviolable  as  the  former.  The  Grand  Master  is 
the  custodian  in  the  several  jurisdictions  of  Masonic  Tradition.  It 
is  his  duty  to  transinii  this  code  as  pure  as  he  received  it 

Bobert  Bingham,  Grand  Master. 
Donald  W.  Bain,  Grand  Secretary. 
No  report  on  Correspondence. 

NOVA  SCOTIA. 

The  Seventeenth  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was 
hold  7th  June,  1882,  under  the  supervision  of  M.  W.  Grand  Master 
William  Taylor,  there  being  present  representative  from  50  subordi- 
nates. Total  chartered  Lodges  66  ;  total  members  2,898  ;  loss  during 
the  year  86. 

The  Grand  Master  says  the  condition  of  the  Lodges  is  not  good^ 
and  the  financial  condition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  still  worse,  but  upon 
reading  the  report  of  the  D.  D.  Grand  Masters,  our  hopes  are  revived. 
There  are  ebbs  and  flows  in  Masonry  as  in  all  the  other  affairs  of  men, 
the  former  should  not  discourage  nor  the  latter  elate  as. 

J.  W.  Ijaurie,  Grand  Master. 

Benjamin  Cnrren,  Grand  Secretary. 

Bro.  D.  C.  Moon,  as  Chairman,  made  the  report  on  Correspondence 
kindly  noticing  Alabama  for  1881. 

(10) 
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NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 

The  pamphlet  containing  the  proceedings  of  the  Fonrth  Annual 
Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  contains,  also  a  record  of  the 
Bevcral  quarterly  communications  during  the  year.  The  M.  W.  Grand 
Master  was  James  Squire  Famell,  and  he  so  continues.  The  Lodges 
now  number  31.  We  have  no  method  of  ascertaining  how  man\ 
members  there  are.  The  proceedings  throughout,  however,  warrant 
the  statement  that  each  of  the  subordinates  are  growing  in  strength 
as  well  as  are  the  number  of  them  increasing.  England,  Scotland 
and  Ireland  still  continue  to  have  Lodges  within  the  territory'  obedi- 
ent to  them.  Time,  wliieh  smoothes  the  wrinkles  of  anger,  will  yet 
give  to  this  new,  yet  vigorous,  Grand  Lodge  complete  and  undisputed 
control  over  the  Lodges  in  the  entire  territory. 

We  would  have  liked  to  have  given  a  few  extracts  from  the  report 
of  the  Grand  Inspector  of  work  and  some  other  things,  notably,  an 
ode  written  on  the  occasion  of  laying  the  corner-.stone  of  a  new  Ma- 
sonic building,  but  a  smiUl  pencilled  mem.  by  our  Grand  Secretary', 
**  Return  this,"  prevents,  for  wo  neither  have  the  time  nor  the  incU- 
nation  to  copy  them. 

NOVA  SCOTIA. 

The  Eighteenth  Annual  Communication  was  held  on  0th  June,  1883, 
Grand  Master  J.  Wimburn  Laurie  presiding.  Thirty-five  Lodges  were 
represented.  Within  this  jurisdiction  are  GO  chartered  Lodges:  62 
made  returns,  with  a  membership  of  2.801,  there  having  been  an  in- 
crease of  4S  during  the  year. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  blaster,  besides  the  statement  of  the  gen- 
eral duties  of  the  otfice,  gives  a  very  interesting  account  of  his  recep- 
tion by  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England 
during  a  recent  visit  to  that  country. 

Th(.»  business  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  entirely  local  in  character, 
but  we  tind  from  the  reports  of  the  J).  D.  Grand  .Masters  that  the 
Lodges  are  generally  in  a  very  healthy  and  i)rosperous  condition. 

Brother  Laurie  was  re-elected  Grand  Master;  Brother  Benjamin, 
Grand  Secretary. 

Tlie  Ct)mmittee  on  Correspondence  s(»em  not  to  have  hatl  our  pro- 
ceedings before  tliein,  although  they  reviewed  the  proceedings  of  00 
Grand  Lodges.  I'nder  X<.'W  Hampshire  the  committee  thus  express 
theiuselvtjs  in  relati<»n  to  a  M;u>onic  <.)rphaus*  Home  : 

It  cannot  but  l>e  matter  of  congratulation  to  our  brethren  of  New 
ILimpshire,  that  they  have  taken  the  initiatory  steps  iu  an  enterprise 


1883.]  APPENDIX.  147 

which,  OH  time  progrcsHes,  it  may  be  hoped  will  bo  imitnted  in  every 
Masonic  jiiriKdiction.  It  i»  that  of  a  Masonic  Orphan's  Homo.  None 
who  have  seen  the  beneficent  workings  of  simihir  iustitntions  in  the 
Mother  Country  will  fail  to  appreciate  the  great  blessings  they  bestow 
on  the  fatherless  and  poor  who  are  entitled  to  their  help.  The  com- 
mittee appointed  at  the  last  session  of  this  Grand  Lodge  recommend 
the  procuring  of  an  Act  of  Incorporation,  which  shtSl  include  the 
making  of  the  Grand  Master  ejc  officio  president  of  the  corporation, 
together  with  other  Grand  Officers  and  the  Masters  of  Lodges,  thereby 
establishing  intimate  relations  with  the  fraternity  throughout  the 
State.  The  Institution  will  depend  on  voluntary  contributions,  and 
^^-ill  in  no  sense  be  a  burden  upon  the  funds  of  the  Craft. 

Tliis  is  a  step  we,  in  Alabama,  also  have  in  view,  but  wo  fear  that 
even  in  these  days  of  great  general  charity  it  will  be  found  impossi- 
ble to  continue  any  such  institution,  if  it  must  depend  on  voluntary 
contributions,  for  the  brethren  too  soon  become  "weary  in  well 
doing,"  and  soon  inscribed  upon  the  door  will  be  found  CarUtcnjo  fult. 

OHIO. 

The  Seventy-third  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio  wad 
held  at  Cleveland  on  the  17th  of  October,  1882,  under  the  direction 
of  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Charles  i\  Kiofer,  there  being  present,  as  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  on  Credentials,  "representatives  from  over 
three  hundred  chartered  Lodges." 

We  find  47^1  active  Lodges  on  the  roll,  with  a  membership  of  30,357, 
and  an  increase  of  18()0  for  the  year. 

Over  this  largo  jurisdiction  we  find  Grand  Master  Eiefer  exercising 
firmness  and  moderation  in  his  government.  In  his  address  he 
pertinently  asks  of  the  brethren  assembled,  "What  are  you  hero 
for?"  and  answers: 

Wo  are  here  in  the  interest  of  one  of  the  grandest  human  organiza- 
tions on  the  face  of  the  earth ;  a  constituent  part  of  one  of  the  best 
Grand  Masonit?  Jurisdictions  on  the  Continent,  occupying  positions 
of  honor  and  dignity  in  the  great  Masonic  family  of  the  worhl. 

Let  us  then,  my  brethren,  meet  the  responsibilities  and  discharge 
the  duties  of  the  hour,  as  becomes  men  and  Jf<wows,  so  that  when  our 
work  is  done  wo  may  return  to  our  respective  homes,  refreshed  and 
strengthened  with  new  \igor  ami  strongeriiurposes  than  ever  before, 
to  ilisseminate  the  genuine  principles  of  Freemasonry  in  the  lives  we 
live,  the  work  we  do,  and  the  inliuence  we  exert  m  the  sphere  in 
which  wo  move. 

Wo  find  that  there  were  78  Dispensations  granted  by  the  Grand 
Master  to  el<*ct  and  iiiHtall  officers,  and  among  those  one  to  elect  and 
instidl  ix  Worshipful  Master.  The  circumstimces  calUng  for  this  ex- 
ercise of  discretion  are  not  given,  nor  have  wo  at  hand  the  means  of 
determining  whether  this  last  was  the  result  of  any  constitutional 
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provision,  bnt  wc  have  been  tanght  that  the  Senior  Warden,  of  right, 
fills  the  place  of  Master  when  a  vacancy  occurs  in  the  latter. 

We  commend  his  remarks  about  the  establishment  of  new  Lodges, 
which  we  quote  to  our  brethren  and  Grand  Masters  generally: 

The  granting  of  Dispensations  for  new  Lodges  has  been  a  matter 
of  great  anxiety  to  me.  There  are  so  many  Lodges  now  in  existence 
that  are  not  self-sustaining,  and  that  are  a  serious  incumbrance  to 
the  prosperity  of  this  (Jrand  Body,  and  for  other  reasons,  which  need 
not  be  named  in  this  connection,  I  have  tiied  to  be  careful  in  this 
direction,  and  in  at  least  two  out  ot  the  cases  to  be  submitted  for 
your  approval,  I  have  placed  all  the  obstacles  in  the  way  that  I  could. 

It  is  somewhat  surprising  to  see  the  efforts  made  to  confer  the  da- 
gprees  on  maimed  candidates,  but  M.  W.  Brother  Kiefer  firmly  re- 
fused to  allow  any  violation  of  the  landmarks. 

He  advises  permanency  in  the  house  of  the  G-rand  Lodge,  and  thinks 
that  so  grand  a  body  should  have  a  fixed  residence. 

In  connection  with  his  objection  to  issuing  Dispensations  for  the 
organization  of  new  Lodges,  we  (juote  approvingly  some  further  re- 
marks from  this  most  excellent  address  : 

Has  it  occurred  to  you  that  in  our  Lodges  we  are  making  Masons 
very  rapidly.  From  this  source  alone  I  have  great  anxiety  for  the 
future  of  our  Order.  There  is  more  danger  to  be  feared  from  the 
popularity  of  ^lasonry  than  from  any  other  source.  We  are  not  as 
careful  in  the  selection  of  our  material  out  of  which  to  *'make  Ma- 
sons" as  we  should  be.  Some  of  us  are  great  sticklers  as  to  the  phys- 
ical qualifications  of  candidates,  and  in  our  zeal  in  this  direction,  lose 
sight  of  every  other  considenition.  Brethren,  our  standard  is  entirely 
too  low.  May  I  ask  you  here  and  now  to  join  me  in  an  honest,  faith- 
ful, and  earnest  effort  to  raise  the  standard  of  qualification  higher 
than  it  has  been  in  the  past  ? 

We  do  not  like  his  recommendation  that  an  application  for  the  three 
degrees  should  be  subjected  to  only  one  ballot,  and  the  Committee  on 
Jurisprudence  waived  the  question  on  constitutional  grounds. 

Brother  Charles  C.  Kiefer  was  re-elected  Grand  Master;  Brother 
Jno.  D.  Caldwell  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  R.  E.  Richards  preseiited  the  Corresi>ondence  report,  re- 
viewing the  proceedings  of  fifty-four  Grand  Lodges ;  those  of  Ala- 
bama for  1881  being  of  the  number. 

He  notices  approvingly  many  of  the  decisions  of  Grand  Master 
Tompkins,  and  the  report  of  Brother  Beers.  Of  the  latter  he  says  : 
**Any  attempt  to  stitisfactorily  review  the  one  before  us  would  be 
futile,"  Ac. 

The  report  is  a  most  admirable  one,  full,  chatty  and  new.sy,  giving 
to  our  Ohio  brethren  a  very  complete  conception  (at  least  to  those 
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who  will  read  the  report)  of  the  coadition  of  the  fraternity  through- 
ont  our  broad  land. 

OREGON. 

M.  W.  Joseph  N.  Dolph,  Grand  Master,  opened  in  ample  form  the 
Thirty-third  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  on  the  11th 
of  May,  1883,  with  representatives  from  &i  Lodges;  66  made  returns; 
showing  a  membership  of  2,981,  there  having  been  an  increase  during 
the  year  of  130. 

Of  the  condition  of  the  country  the  Grand  Master  says  : 

Every  branch  of  industry  in  the  State  is  being  stimulated  by  the 
influx  of  new  ener^  and  capital.  New  enterprises  are  being  under- 
taken. Labor  is  in  demand,  and  commands  remunerative  wages. 
Contentment  prevails.  Schools  and  educational  institutions  are  be- 
ing multiplied.  In  short,  we  appear  as  a  State  to  have  fairly  entered 
upon  such  a  career  of  development  and  prosperity  as  has  scarcely 
been  witnessed  in  any  other  portion  of  the  Union. 

His  decisions,  when  based  on  the  general  principles  of  Masonry, 
were  in  full  accord  with  the  rulings  here . 

Although  we  have  frequently  uttered  our  opinion  of  the  constant, 
yet  unattainable,  desire  to  produce  uniformity  of  work,  believing  as 
we  do  that  it  has  been  the  ignis  fabtus  which  has  lured  too  many  to 
neglect  the  principles  taught  for  the  manner  only  of  conveying  them; 
yet  we  heartily  endorse  the  utterances  of  the  Grand  Master,  which  we 
copy  below  in  this  behalf,  for  uniformity  in  essentials  is  necessary. 
No  two  men  think  alike  or  use  the  common  language  alike  any  more 
than  they  look  alike.  Hence,  the  diversity  in  language  in  oonveying 
the  same  ideas  by  different  individuals.     He  thus  speaks: 

I  believe  the  great  majority  of  Masons  in  this  jurisdiction  are  heart- 
ily tired  of  the  mongrel  work  now  used  in  the  jurisdiction,  and 
thoroughly  disgusted  with  the  fact  that  there  is  no  standard  of  work  in 
the  jurisdiction,  or  if  there  is,  that  there  is  no  one  who  has  authority 
to  teach  it  as  such.  I  beUeve  I  do  not  s^eak  unadvisedly  when  I  say 
there  are  no  two  Lodges  in  the  jurisdiction,  which  use  the  same  rit- 
ual, and  that  it  is  not  unusual  to  find  officers  of  the  same  Lodge 
using  different  phraseology.  While  this  condition  of  affairs  is,  to 
some  extent,  due  to  the  cosmopolitan  character  of  our  membership, 
it  is  particularly  chargeable  to  the  fact  that  the  Grand  Lodge  has 
hitherto  neglected  to  take  measures  to  secure  a  uniform  work. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Arizona  was  recognized  and  saluted  at  this 
session. 

The  Grand  Lodge  appointed  a  committee  to  determine  the  work 
and  qualify  themselves  for  its  exemplification  at  the  next  annual 
communication. 
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The  Committee  on  Records  of  Lodges  say: 

We  find  the  errors  and  imperfections  so  numerous  and  glaring  that 
it  is  impossible  to  particnhirize,  but  recommend  that  at  the  next  an- 
nual communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  the  errors  api)earing  in 
the  records  of  respective  Lodges  be  recounted  by  the  committee. 

Brother  \V.  T.  Wright  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother  F. 
J.  Babcock,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  is  by  S.  F.  Chad\\ick,  giving  a  capi- 
tal review  of  the  proceedings  of  fifty  Grand  Lodges— among  which  is 
that  of  Alabama  for  1882. 

We  like  his  views  of  the  non-payment  of  dues,  and  we  give  them  in 
full : 

If  a  member  does  not  pay  dues,  the  contract  is  broken  and  he  is  no 
longer  a  member  of  the  Lodge.  He  may  be  able  to  pay  Lodge  dues 
notwithstanding.  Now,  unless  the  contract  gives  tlio  Lodge  the 
right  to  try  and  expel  a  member  for  the  non-payment  of  dues,  can 
the  Lodge  expel  him  ?  It  is  true  the  candidate  may  promise  to  abide 
by  the  laws  of  the  Lodge,  etc.,  but  no  limit  is  given  to  this  promise, 
and  he  limits  it  himself.  The  Lodge  may  not  like  this,  but  it  is  its 
own  fault  if  it  does  not.  Why  not  have  the  contract  in  writing,  and 
binding  on  members  to  the  effect  that  they  will,  under  the  penalty 
of  expulsion  from  masonic  standing,  be  members  of  masonic  lodges 
BO  long  as  they  remain  worthy  ?  Then  take  them  at  their  ])romise  if 
necessary.  Now  it  is  *dl  on  one  side.  The  Lodge  can  frame  by-laws 
to  enforce  obedience  to  its  edicts,  which  are  changed  or  adopted 
almost  every  year,  without  much  if  any  regard  as  to  what  they  are  or 
their  effect  will  be.  If  a  brother  will  not  pay  his  dues,  it  is  poor 
policy  to  force  him  to  do  it,  when,  by  his  refusal,  he  tells  his  Lodge 
that  he  wants  no  further  consideration  under  the  contract.  In  other 
words,  so  far  as  he  is  concerned,  the  consideration  ceases.  Here  he 
expels  himself  from  all  Lodge  privileges,  and  all  the  Lodge  has  to  do 
is  to  so  declare  upon  its  records,  which  action  of  the  Lodge  would  be 
notice  to  memV)ers  in  the  future  that  the  non-paying  brother  is  out 
of  the  Lodge  by  a  voluntary  stop— the  only  backward  step  known  in 
]Masonry  by  those  who  are  ^^ise .  It  is  honorable  if  a  brother  wants 
to  withdraw  from  his  Lodge,  to  do  so  by  the  methods  prescribed,  and 
thus  go  out  respected  by  his  brethren.  But  back  out  vnth  no  other 
expression  than  that,  **I  will  not  pav  another  cent  to  meet  the  ex- 
pense your  friendship  to  me  may  calf  for  in  life  or  in  death,"  is  rather 
a  dishonorable  way  of  doing  business,  and  if  the  Mason  who  does  it 
will  look  into  himself  he  will  see  that  he  is  not  much  of  a  Mason. 
Masons  join  their  Lodges  like  honomble  men,  and  should  maintain 
them  ;  and  if  they  go,  then  leave  their  Lodges  as  such,  and  not  have 
Lodge  edicts  hounding  them  as  if  they  were  slaves  or  criminals. 
The  honorable  way  of  doing  this  business,  if  practiced,  would  be  a  cure 
for  many  who  wore  the  least  inclined  to  step  out.  But  some  men 
can't  help  going  out  of  the  back  door  or  window,  even  if  the  front 
do<jr  through  which  they  entered  stands  open  for  them  eternally. 
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QUEBEC. 

Hero  are  the  proceedings  of  the  Thirteenth  Annnal  Communication 
of  this  Grand  Lodge,  held  on  Slst  January,  1883,  with  M.  W.  Brother 
J.  a.  (xraham,  Grand  Mtister,  in  the  East,  and  representatives  pres- 
ent from  51  subordinate  Lodges.  The  jurisdiction  comprises  58 
Lodges  acknowledging  the  supremacy  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  with  three 
holding  their  warranta  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England.  The  total 
membership  of  the  58  is  2,768,  the  gain  during  the  year  being  140. 

We  have  rarely  had  a  more  able  or  intesting  address  than  that  of 
Brother  Graham,  and  you  will  pardon  us  we  know  for  making  liberal 
extracts  from  it.  As  what  he  says  about  the  condition  of  Lodges  cor- 
responds so  nearly  with  our  views  uttered  under  similar  circum- 
stances a  few  years  since  we  are  prompted  to  give  it,  and  the  more 
because  if  heeded  by  our  brethren,  Masonry  would  be  productive  of  so 
much  more  good  than  at  present  : 

Once  uioro,  I  desire  to  cull  the  serious  attention  of  the  Craft,  espe- 
cially in  the  City  of  Montreal,  and  in  a  few  of  the  rural  portions  of 
our  jurisdiction,  to  what  appears  to  mo  to  be  the  great  necessity  of 
consolidating  those  Lodges  which  through  unavoidable  causes  be- 
came dui)licatos  as  it  wer(» ;  or  those  now  ones  which  came  into  ex- 
istence by  the  force  of  circumstances  which  have  now  happily  passed 
away.  A  smidler  number  of  strong  and  influential  Lodges,  is  as- 
suredly iinich  to  be  preferred  to  a  larger  number  of  very  limited 
membershii)  ;  and  not  only  is  the  greater  and  sometimes  really  un- 
necessary number  of  Lodges,  an  unwise  financial  burden  which 
entjvils  avery  serious  loss,  but  it  otherwise  materially  depreciates  the 
intluenoe,  and  retards  the  prosperity  of  the  Order  in  many  other 
ways.  Besides,  membership  and  office  are  generally  much  more  to 
be  di^sired  in  strong,  notable  Lodges  than  in  those  which  are  weak 
and  obscure  ;  and  I  fear  also  that  in  some  cases  a  too  large  number 
of  Lodges  induces  an  undue  desire  for  an  increase  of  membership 
which  is  fraught  with  various  evils  ;  and  doubtless  also  retiirds  the 
growth  of  Capitular  Masonry,  whose  prosperity  is  so  essential  to  the 
real  welfare  and  complete  development  of  Craft  Masonry.  Officers 
and  brethren  whose  circumstances  so  retiuiro,  let  mo  fraternally  urge 
you  duly  to  consider  and  act  upon  what  is  now  submitted  to  you. 

Of  his  faith  in  the  continuance  of  our  Order,  the  following  testifies  : 

The  fact  that  throughout  the  British  Empire,  in  the  United  States 
of  America,  and  elsewhere,  so  manyof  those  in  every  grade  of  society, 
who  are  most  vitally  interested  in  conserving,  ameliorating,  and  per- 
petuating what  is  most  valuable  and  beneficial  in  the  present  civil, 
social  and  political  order  of  things,  are  active  and  prominent  mem- 
bers of  our  Oaft,  proves  that  our  beneficent  fraternity  is  a  thor- 
oughly loyal  institution.  The  fact  that  so  many  of  the  adherents  and 
leaders  oven,  of  so  many  difft^rent  religious  creeds  and  denominations 
belong  to  our  ancient  Order,  shows  beyond  question,  that  freema- 
sonry is  a  most  tolerant  institution.     The  fact  that  so  many  men  of 
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more  than  ordinary  ability  and  cnlture,  are  zealous  freemasons,  is 
proof  that  there  is  much  in  and  pertaining  to  our  fraternity,  which 
18  worthy  the  attention  of  the  best  intellects.  The  fact  that  so  many 
good  and  pious  men  are  devoted  craftsmen,  demonstrates  that  in  their 
opinion  and  from  their  experience,  freemasonry  is  an  institution 
honoring  to  Gkxl  and  beneficial  to  man.  The  fact  of  its  time- 
immemorial  affe  and  its  world-wide  prevalence,  shows  that  as  to  its 
moral  principles,  its  social  order,  its  system  of  jurisprudence  and 
governance,  its  stability  and  permanence,  its  educating  influence,  its 
adaptability  to  the  condition,  needs  and  aspirations  of  a  free  and 
progressive  people,  its  humanizing  efficacy,  its  non-proselyting  and 
non-partizan  character,  its  practical  and  all-comprehensive  voluntary 
chanty,  and  in  short,  its  raison  d'etre,  and  its  modus  vivendi  et  operandi, 
all  show  that  it  contains  within  itself  the  necessary  and  essential 
elements  of  a  true,  universal  brotherhood,  destined  to  exist  and  pros- 
per world  without  end. 

In  view  of  all  such  and  much  more  that  might  truthfully  be  stated, 
it  is  one  of  the  perverse  problems  of  misdirected  humanity,  which 
almost  passes  cnaritable  comprehension,  that  in  this  age  of  the 
world,  tne  prosecuting  spintof  anti-masonry  should  exist  in  the  mind 
or  heart  of  any  tolerably  enlightened  individual,  or  be  inculcated  or 
practised  by  any  sensible,  prudent  men  or  body  of  men.  It  is  clearly 
the  off -spring  of  a  short-sighted  and  unendurable  intolerance  whose 
inevitable  reaction  even,  will  speedily'  and  certainly  be  to  the  detri- 
ment and  discomfiture  of  those  cherishing,  propagating  and  practis- 
ing it.  Freemasons,  however,  stand  in  no  awe,  and  we  have  no  fears 
of  the  immediate  or  final  outcome  of  persecution  in  any  form  or  from 
any  source. 

He  recommends  the  recognition  of  the  Grand  Symbolic  Lodge  of 
Spain,  but  thinks  it  better  to  withhold  recognition  of  New  South 
Wales. 

That  our  brethren  may  fully  understand  the  difficulty  existing  be- 
tween this  Grand  Lodge  and  that  of  England,  we  give  what  he  says 
in  full  : 

In  my  Inst  annual  address  I  submitted  to  Grand  Lodge  my  cor- 
respondence with  the  M.  W.  the  Grand  Master  of  England,  wherein 
I  sought  to  maintain  the  rights  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  against 
the  claims  of  thiit  mother  Grand  Body  to  continue  to  exercise  juris- 
diction within  onr  territory,  and  thus  on  her  part  virtually  denying 
our  right  to  exercise  exclusive  masonic  sovereignty  within  this  juris- 
diction ;  and  I  also  therein  submitted  the  proof  from  her  own  consti- 
tution, from  that  of  Scotland,  and  from  the  fundamental  prindples 
enunciuted  and  the  policy  adopted  by  other  old  Grand  Lcidges,  that 
the  claim  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  was  not  based  on  the  an- 
cient constitutions  of  the  fraternity  as  to  the  rights,  privileges  and 
prerogatives  of  Grand  Lodges.  At  the  same  time  I  also  submitted  to 
Grand  Lo<lge  the  course  which  it  could  constitntionaUy  adopt  in 
vindication  of  her  just  rights  if  unhappily  all  other  measures  should 
fail,  which  latter  I  devoutly  hoped  might  not  be  the  case ;  and  for 
many  reasons  adduced,  1  etirnestly  begged  Grand  Lodge  to  defer  im- 
mediate action  thereon,  in  order  to  give  further  opportunity  for  the 
more  full  consideration  of  the  whole  matter  by  all  parties  involved, 
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and  with  the  hope  that  the  consummation  so  mnoh  to  be  desired, 
might,  if  possible,  be  attained  by  the  nse  of  other  means  more  con- 
sonant with  the  fraternal  8pint  of  our  Order. 

And  now  that  Grand  Lodge  may  be  fully  aware  of  how  these  mat- 
ters have  been  viewed  by  leading  brethren  abroad,  whose  opinions 
will  doubtless  be  considered  important  by  you,  I  deem  it  not  inap- 
propriate to  submit  to  you  brief  extracts  thereon  from  the  Foreign 
Correspondence  Report  of  Past  Grand  Master  the  Hon.  and  M.  W. 
Brother  J.  H.  Drumniond  of  Maine,  and  of  Past  Grand  Master,  the 
Hon.  and  M.  W.  Brother  Kichard  Vaux  of  Pennsylvania,  than  whom, 
in  my  opinion,  there  are  few,  if  any  other  breUiren  on  this  conti- 
nent, more  fully  imbued  with  the  true  spirit,  or  more  thoroughly 
versed  in  the  constitutions  and  customs  of  our  fraternity  ;  and  re- 
minding you  at  the  same  time  that  the  expressed  opinions  of  very 
many  other  able  masonic  jurists,  coincide  with  theirs.  I  must  ask 
of  you,  however,  to  make  due  allowance  for  what  is  personally  over- 
Hattering  therein. 

P.  G.  M.  Drummond  says  :  **The  Grand  Master  of  Quebec,  in  his 
address,  glances  at  a  few  salient  points  in  the  history  of  his  Grand 
Lodge,  and  then  proceeds  to  give  his  correspondence  with  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  England  in  relation  to  its  three  Lodges  in  Quebec,  in  which 
he  discusses  in  a  most  masterly  manner,  and  maintains  with  singular 
ability,  the  inherent  right  of  a  Grand  Lodge  to  supreme,  exclusive 
jurisdiction  in  it«  own  territory.  He  shows  among  other  things,  that 
the  constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  provides  that  no 
Lodge  *  shall  be  acknowledged  •  •  ♦  *  nnless  it  *  has  been  regularly 
constituted  and  reijistered  f  in  other  words,  no  Lodge  in  England  can 
be  recognized  unless  it  is  borne  on  the  Registry  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 
The  G.  M.  of  Quebec  further  says  that  he  has  been  informed  that 
there  is  a  Lodge  in  England,  organized  under  the  authority  of  a 
foreign  masonic  power,  and  that  this  Lodge  is  completely  ignored  by 
the  English  Masons,  and  is  practically  held  to  be  a  clandestine 
Lodge.  Moreaver  he  points  out  that  the  constitution  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Scotland  forbids  the  recognition  of  any  Lodge  (within  its 
territory)  which  docs  not  hold  under  itself ;  and  he  quoteis  the  fol- 
lowing adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  in  1763  :  '  Bead  the 
petition  of  William  Leslie  and  other  brethren  residing  in  London, 
X-raying  a  charter  of  constitution  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland, 
wliich  being  considered  the  Grand  Lodge  declined  giving  them  any 
charter,  in  regard  it  would  interefere  with  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  England,  but  declared  their  willingness  to  recom- 
mend them  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  in  case  they  should  think 
proper  to  apjjly  for  a  charter  from  thence." 

P.  G.  M.  Drummond  quotes  also  as  follows  from  my  address,  and 
adds:  **  We  think  the  following  is  fully  established  by  him:  'It 
therefore  clearly  appears  that  the  principle  of  coincidence,  or 
coterminousncss    of  political  and    masonic  boundaries,   is  an   ao- 


eacli  of  them  may,  and  does,  enforce  its  territorial,  exclusive,  sover- 
eign authority,  b^'   the  most  extreme  masonic  penalties  against  all 
lodges  existing  within  their  boundaries  in  contravention  thereto,  or 
in  violation  thereof." 
And,  after  quoting  the  paragraph  of  my  address,  relating  to  the 
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advice  not  to  take  any  final  action  at  that  time,  he  says  :—'*  The  O. 
M.  then  goes  on  to  give  the  reasons  which  are  worthy  of  one  who, 
while  he  wonld  maintain  the  rights  of  his  Grand  Lodge,  would  not 
disturb  the  peace  of  the  masonic  world,  until  all  hope  of  a  peaceful 
and  fraternal  settlement  has  failed."  P.  G.  M.  Vaux  of  Penn.,  hav- 
ing reviewed  the  whole  subject,  says  : — **  We  take  the  liberty  of  re- 
marking just  here,  that  to  cut  off  communication  with  the  Gnmd 
Lodge  of  England,  is  not  beyond  the  compass  of -Quebec*s  intended, 
and  we  modestly  submit,  proper  action." 

So  far  as  known,  but  verj'  few  adverse  criticisms  on  the  facts  and 
arguments  advanced  in  my  address,  have  hitherto  a{)peared  :  nor  in 
so  fur  as  I  am  aware,  has  any  serious  attempt  been  yet  made  to  refute 
them  ;  and  hence  it  appears  to  be  but  reasonable  to  infer  that  the 
facts  are  unchallenged,  the  arguments  sr>und,  and  the  conclusions 
arrived  at  were  in  accordance  with  our  laws  and  constitutions  ;  and 
in  short,  that  the  position  thus  far  taken  by  Quebec  is  sustained  by 
miich  the  greater  part  of  the  masonic  world. 

STATE3i£NT  AND  RECAPITULATION. 

I  deem  it  well  also,  at  this  time,  to  call  attention  to  some  of  the 
interjurisdictional  laws  of  the  craft,  and  to  reca)>itulate  .some  of  the 
imjxirtant,  fundamental  principles  involved  in  the  formation  and 
proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec. 

1.  That  it  was  the  inherent  right  and  the  bounden  duty  of  the  craft 
without  exterior  consent,  and  i^-ithout  let  or  hiudrence  from  anv 
source,  to  form  a  (}rand  Lod^e  having  exclusive  sovereign  jurisdic- 
tion v^ithin  the  Province  of  Quebec,  after  **  the  Province  of  Canada" 
was.  by  **  the  IJritish  North  America  Act,  1807,  severed  into  two  sep- 
arate and  distinct  provinces,"  called  **the  Province  of  Quebec"  aiid 
**the  Province  of  Ontario." 

2.  That  all  the  private  lodges  in  the  province,  were  by  circular  dulv 
signed,  re<iuested  to  be^  constitutionally  represonted  at  the  conven- 
tion held  for  the  puqiose  of  forming  this  (frand  Lodge. 

2.  That  at  least  throe  duly  represented  private  lodges  must  unite 
in  tlio  establishment  of  a  Grand  Lxlge,  an<l  that  the  number  of 
lodges  thus  co-operating,  should  constitute  a  majority  of  all  the  regn- 
lar  private  lodges  existing  \nthiu  the  territory  for  which  the  sovereign 
Grand  Hody  is  formed  :  and  that  the  union  and  co-operatiou  of  all 
the  lodges  so  sitiiated,  is  supremely  desirable,  when  practicable. 

4.  That  more  than  three,  and  they  constituting  a  majoritvof  all  the 
reguhir  lodges  within  the  i)rovince,  were  (hiily  represented  lii  the  con- 
vention at  which  the  (irand  Lodge  of  (^nebeV  was  formed. 

5.  That  it  is  the  duty  of  every  private  lodge  situated  within  the 
territorial  juris<liction  of  a  regularly  forme<l  Grand  Ltxlge,  but  which, 
through  any  cause,  was  not  represente<l  at  its  organization,  to  be^ 
come,  at  an  early  day  thereafter,  of  allegiance  to  the  new'(Trand 
Bo<ly,  and  to  be  enrolled  on  its  ret^istry  :  or  upon  its  refusiil,  it  i!i:iv 
be  d<  •im.mI  and  declnred  to  be  an  irr» -^ular  lodu'^-  in  not  submittin"t*'» 
tli«'  !;i\\ fully  c»>nstitut«'d  masonic  M»vtr<  i^ntv  of  tlje  coimtrv. 

♦J.  That  upon  the  formation  (»f  a  (irand  Liulgt',  it  is  not  re- 
<iuired  to  issue  new  warrants  to  the  lodge*;  which  united  in  its  es- 
tablishment, or  to  those  which  subsequently  become  of  its  allegiance  : 
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but  that  an  indorsement  of  the  transference  of  allef^ance  maj  be 
made  on  the  margin  of  the  charter  of  the  adhering  lodge  or  lodges. 

7.  That  at  the  foniiatiou  of  a  Grand  Lodge,  in  the  absence  of  a 
Grand  ^LiKter  or  Past  Grand  Master  of  another  Grand  Lodge,  the 
oldoKt  Past  Master  of  a  private  lodge,  i)rcsout,  may  install  the  Grand 
Master  elect. 

8.  Tliat  from  its  formation,  evorj*  regularly  constituted  Grand  Lodge, 
as  to  its  privileges,  prerogatives,  and  duties,  and  as  to  whatever  else 
of  right  appertains  to  a  Grand  Lodge  of  freemasons,  is  the  peer  of 
every  other  regular  Grand  Lodge,  and  no  other  Grand  Body  can  law- 
fully exercise  masonic  craft  authority  within  itfl  territorial  juris- 
diction. 

9.  That  upon  the  consensus  of  a  majority  of  sister  Grand  Lodges 
as  to  the  right  of  existence,  and  the  regularity  of  the  formation  of  a 
new  Grjind  Lodge,  the  remaining  regular  Grand  Lodges  should  deem 
thomsc4vi'S  to  be  bound  by  the  award  duly  ])ronounced,  of  their  ais- 
tfT  masonic  sovereignties,  and  seek  the  estal»lishment  of  interjuris- 
dictional relations  with  the  new  territorially  supreme  Grand  Body. 

10.  That  any  (iraud  Lodge  may  charter  private  loilges  in  any  terri- 
tory unoccupied  by  a  local  Sovereign  Grand  Lodge,  but  the  exercise 
of  this  right  is  with  propriety  restricted  to  unoccupied  territories  be- 
longing to  the  country  within  whose  domain  the  chartering  Grand 
Lodge  is  situated,  or  to  exterior  countrieh  within  whose  limits  a  Gniud 
Lodge  does  not  exist. 

11.  That  a  (xrand  Lodge  cannot  rightfuUy  constitute  a  new  lodge, 
or  continue  to  exercise  jurisdiction  over  any  lodge  formerly  chartered 
by  it,  after  the  regular  formution  of  a  Grand  Lodge  within  the  terri- 
tory in  which  said  private  lodg*-  is  situated. 

V2.  That  a  Grand  Lodge  cannot  rightfully  extend  to,  or  receive 
from,  another  Grand  Lodge,  qualitied  or  conditional  recognition,  or 
lawfully  establish  interjurisdictional  relations  based  thereon. 

13.  That  a  Grand  Lodge  violating  any  of  the  essential  land-marks 
of  the  order,  should  be  deemed,  and  declared  to  be  an  irregular  body 
as  long  as  siich  violation  of  the  constitutions  of  the  fratermty,  is  per- 
sisted in. 

14.  That  any  order  or  organizations  allied  to  ancient  craft  masonry, 
by  requiring  their  candidates  for  admission  thereto,  to  be  freemasons, 
should  be  deemed  and  declared  to  have  forfeited  said  alliance,  should 
they  willfully  violat(^,  or  endeavor  to  annul  the  land-marks,  laws,  and 
constitutions  of  ancient  freemasonry. 

15.  That  the  several  federal  provinces  constituting  the  Dominion 
of  Canada,  and  the  colonies  throughout  the  British  Empire,  having 
local  constitutional  government,  are  severally  as  much  entitled  to 
form  and  to  have  Grand  Lodges,  possessing  and  exercising  exclusive 
sovereign  jurisdiction  within  their  respective  geographical  and  legis- 
lative boundaries,  as  are  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  as  com- 
ponent parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  : 
or  as  are  the  several  fed(iral  States  and  organized  territories  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  or  as  are  any  separate  and  distinct  king- 
doms, or  the  like. 

RNOTJSn   IXtLKiES  IN   QUEBEC. 

Since  we  last  met,  various  efforts  by  conference  and  otherwise,  have 
been  made  to  effect  the  voluntary  adhesion  of  the  throe  English 
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lodges  in  the  city  of  Montreal,  Btill  allowed  to  remain  within  oar  ju- 
risdiction, with  the  only  result  thus  far,  that  on  the  oocnrenoe,  in  the 
course  of  nature,  of  certain  contingencies,  of  which  you  are  toler- 
ably well  informed,  a  peaceful  union  will  likely  take  place  ;  and  vari- 
ous oral  coDimunicutions  to  this  effect  have  been  made  to  me.  This 
may  not,  in  the  opinion  of  some,  have  materially  changed  the  actual 
condition  of  affairs,  especially  since,  on  account  of  the  frequent  and 
continued  violations  with  seeming  intent  and  avidity,  of  fundamental 
laws  governing  the  craft  here,  such  as  the  acceptance  of  material  re- 
jected by  Quebec  lodges,  and  the  like  irregularities,  and  with  which 
probably  no  other  Grand  Lodge  would  have  borne  with  as  long  as 
the  Grand  Lod^^e  of  Quebec  has  ;  and  thus  the  circumstances  have 
been'iucreasingly  aggravated,  and  have  thereby  put  a  still  greater 
strain  upon  the  forbearance  of  this  Grand  Lodge.  There  are  in  the 
hands  of  the  committee  on  jurisprudence,  various  papers  bearing 
upon  this,  and  a  report  will  be  made  thereon  to  Grand  Lodge  daring 
this  communication. 

In  regard  to  this  important  matter  much  interest  has  existed,  not 
only  throughout  the  Dominion,  but  in  the  United  States  and  in  Eng- 
land, Scotland,  Ireland,  and  elsewhere  ;  and  I  have  received  and 
answered  many  letters  from  leading  craftsmen  in  all  these  countries. 
Some  of  these  communications  contained  earnest,  fraternal  appeals 
not  as  yet  to  pronounce  these  lodges  irregular,  or  to  declare  non- 
intercourse  A^ith  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England.  The  chief  reason 
given  therefor  was  the  one  first  alluded  to  above,  together  with  their 
hope  that  the  great  end  desired  would  in  all  likelihood  soon  be  at- 
tained by  more  peaceful  means  ;  but  at  the  same  time  assurances 
were  given  by  some  of  those  who  are  in  positions  to  give  weight  to 
their  opinions,  that  iM  deemed  it  imperatively  necessary  to  issue 
such  an  Edict  that  they  would  support  (Quebec  at  aU  hazards.  These 
views  coming  from  brethren  whose  opinions  and  counsel  were  en- 
titled to  great  respect,  received  from  me  due  consideration.  On  the 
other  hand,  those  who,  in  the  public  press,  and  otherwise  sought  to 
force  an  interjurisdictional  contest,  could  not  reasonably  expect  to 
inliuence  my  judgment  as  to  the  course  most  advisable  to  be  pursued 
by  me  as  Grand  Master,  especially  as  some  of  those  most  emphatic 
in  the  expression  of  their  opinions  were  not  often  the  best  informed 
as  to  many  of  the  more  im]>ortant  points  involved.  In  fact  there  are 
some  mat  tern  connected  there^^ith  which  I  have  not  deemed  well  as 
yet  to  bring  before  Grand  Lodge  even.  I  consider  it  also  to  be  ad- 
visable for  me  to  inform  Grand  Lodge  that  in  the  performance  of  my 
dnty  to  the  cnift,  I  felt  bound  also  to  take  into  consideration,  for  the 
present  at  least,  the  effect  which  the  immediate  issuing  of  an  Edict 
would  have,  not  on  Craft  Masonry  alone,  at  home  and  abroad,  bat 
also  upon  Capitular  Masonry  and  on  the  recognized  allied  Orders 
within  our  own  jurisdiction  and  throughout  the  Dominion  and  else- 
where :  and  I  trust  that  this  fraternal  forbearance  has  been  properly 
interpreted,  and  duly  ai)preciated  by  those  more  directly  interested  ; 
and  besides,  it  was  to  me  a  matter  of  anxious  consideration  whether 
I  had  us  yet  done  all  that  lay  iu  my  power  to  secure  a  peaceful  stilu- 
tion  f)f  the  ditlicultios  before  the  adoption  of  other  yet  perfectly  jos- 
titiuble  measures  for  the  vindication  of  our  rights  as  a  Sovereign 
Grand  Body . 

An<l  although  I  had  fully  presented  to  the  M.  W.  the  Grand  Master 
of  England  what  I  considered  to  be  a  correct  statement  of  the  consti- 
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tntions  of  the  fraternity  relating  to  the  matter,  and  had  based  appeal 
thereon,  yet  I  did  not  consider  the  case  of  Quebec  fully  presented 
until  our  views  of  the  Colonial  Maisonic  Policy  of  England  should  bo 
explicitly  and  officially  laid  before  the  M.  W.  the  Grand  Master  and 
the  (THind  Lodge  of  England'  as  well  as  betore  all  the  other  sister 
Grand  Lodges  of  the  world.     This  I  will  now  endeavor  to  do. 

COLONIAL   MASONIC  POLICY  OF  ENGLAND. 

Sound  Miisonic  Policy  is  never  at  varianoe  with  the  constitutionnl 
principles  of  the  Order. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  it  appears,  has  never  hitherto  ei[- 
tended  unconditional  and  un(iualified  recognition  to  any  Grand 
Lodge  in  any  Dependency  of  the  British  Empire,  holding,  it  seems 
by  implication  at  least,  that  said  Grand  Bodies  are  not  the  Masonio 
Peers  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  ;  and 
that  consequently  they  are  considered  by  her  to  be  subordinate  or 
qwisi  Grand  Bodies. 

Tho  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  claims  to  be  the  Peer  of  every  other 
regular  Grand  Lodge,  and  will  not  accept  conditional  or  qualified 
recognition,  either  expressed  or  implied,  from  England  or  any  other 
Grand  Lodge  in  the  world. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  it  appears,  claims  the  right  to  exer- 
cise concurrent  jurisdiction  in  every  colony  of  the  Empire. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  denies  in  hto  this  pretension  of  tho 
Grand  Lodge  of  England,  and  holds  that  she  has  the  same  right  of 
exclusive  Masonic  jurisdiction  within  her  tdrritory  that  the  Grand 
Lodges  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  claim  to  have  within  their 
resjiective  geographical  limits;  or  if  not,  it  would  follow  that  Quebec 
would  have  as  much  right  to  have  and  to  exercise  masonio  jurisdic- 
tion in  England  as  England  has  in  Quebec. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  England  holds  that  Lodges  of  her  constitution, 
wherever  situated,  ma^',  at  their  will,  make  Freemasons  of  gentle- 
men irrespective  of  their  masonio  domicile  and  residence. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  denies  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England 
the  exercise  of  any  such  claim  beyond  the  geographical  limits  of 
England ;  and  holds  that  no  private  Lodges,  without  lawful  permis- 
sion, can  rightfully  make  Freemasons  of  gentlemen  who  have  not  a 
t'^'elve  month's  masonic  residence  within  the  local  jurisdiction  of  said 
private  Lodges;  and  also  that  any  Lodge  otherwise  using  the  rejected 
material  of  another  sister  Lodge,  is  guilty  of  the  grossest  breach  of 
masonic  faith  and  law;  and  if  such  is  persisted  in,  said  Lodge  should 
be  deemed  and  declared  to  be  an  irregular  and  clandestine  Lodge. 

The  Grand  Lod^eof  England  claims  that  a  private  Lodge  chartered 
by  her  in  unoccupied  territory,  has  the  right,  during  its  pleasure,  and 
forever  if  it  will,  to  continue  its  allegiance  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
England,  and  to  be  supported  by  her  in  this  pretension,  after  the 
said  territory'  has  been  constitutionally  occupied  by  a  regularly  formed 
Grand  Lodge. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  does  not  for  a  moment,  admit  this 
pretrusirm,  but  holds  that  it  is  the  imperative  duty  of  every  private 
Lodge  which  had  been  estiiblished  in  such  unoccupied  territory,  either 
to  co-operate  with  the  majority  of  its  sister  Lodges  in  the  regular 
formation  of  a  Grand  Lodge,  or  forthwith  thereafter  to  become  of 
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obedience  to  the  local  sovereign  masonic  authority  when  lawfully 
established:  or  that  upon  refusing  to  do  either,  the  recusant  Lodges 
may  be  dealt  with  as  provided  for  in  the  constitutions  of  England. 
Scotland,  and  of  others;  and  in  my  opinion,  the  Grand  Lo<lge  of  old 
Canada,  unlawfully  bartered  its  birth-right  of  exclusive  masonic  sov- 
ereignty, the  acknowledgment  of  the  possession  of  which  she  had 
justly  received  from  nearly  all  the  sovereign  Grand  Lodges  of  the  Uni- 
ted States— in  accepting  as  she  did,  through  M.  W.  Brother,  the  Earl 
of  Zetland  G.  M.  of  England,  concurrent-jurisdiction-recognition  from 
that  Grand  Body,  than  which  as  it  appears  to  me,  no  act  could  have 
been  more  short-sighted  and  unconstitutional  or,  consequently  more 
detrimental  to  the  interests  of  Freemasonry  in  Cana<la  and  else-' 
where,  as  is  shown  by  the  coudition  of  local  and  interjurisdictional 
masonic  affairs  here,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  Emjiire  at  the  present 
time,  and  which  if  not  speedily  remedied,  will,  in  all  probability,  be 
still  worse  in  time  to  come.  Was  it  to  be  supposed  that  such  an  un- 
constitutional compromise,  fraught  with  such  deplorable  conse- 
quences, would  stand  through  one  generation  of  craftsmen  who  knov 
their  masonic  rights  and  dare  maintain  them  V     Impossible. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec,  holds  moreover  that  while  continuity 
of  existence,  at  will,  is  conferred  u[)on  a  Lodge  by  its  charter,  con- 
tinuity of  G.  L.  allegiance  and  obedience  is  not,  but  that  the  latter 
must  necessarily  be  transferred  to  the  newly  formed  local  masonic 
sovereignty,  or  it  may  adopt  the  alternative  of  dissolution.  The 
shadow  even  of  the  right  to  continuity  of  G.  L.  allegiance,  at  will, 
under  such  circumstances,  never,  in  my  opinion,  fell  upon  the 
parchment  of  any  regular  charter  ever  granted,  an<l  no  Grand  Lodge 
could  ever  rightfully  insert  such  a  proviso,  or  have  such  imphed 
therein,  else  the  original  chartering  Grand  Lodge,  with  the  concur- 
rence of  its  subordinates,  would  thereby  have  the  power  forever  to 
prevent  the  formation  of  any  other  exclusively  sovereign  (Trand 
Lodge,  or  only  such  as  they  should  see  tit  to  allow  to  be  esUiblished: 
all  which  is  contrary  to  the  inherent  and  indefeasible  rights  of  the 
Craft. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  England  has  recently  interchanged  Grand 
Representatives  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  New  York,  V. 
S.  A.,  and  the  fact  is  properly  heralded  on  lx>th  sides  of  the  Atlantic, 
and  especially  in  England,  as  an  important  and  significant  inter- 
national masonic  event.  Now,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  has  en- 
tered into  these  important  fraternal  interjurisdictional  relations  with 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  *'the  Empire  State,"  from  the  mere  fact,  as  no 
mean  authority  has  intimated,  that  there  are  no  Lodges  of  her  obe<h- 
ence  within  the  territorial  limits  of  that  Grand  Body,  or  she  thereby 
acknowledges  the  M.  W.  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Federal  State  of 
New  York  to  be  the  peer  of  the  M.  W.  the  (Jrand  Lodge  of  England, 
and  hence  lawfully  entitled  to  exercise  supreme  craft  masonic  au- 
thority within  her  territorial  jurisdiction.  Now  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
the  Fe<leral  State  of  New  York  fraternally  acknowledges  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  Federal  Province  of  Quebec  as  her  masonic  sovereign 
peer,  duly  entitled  to  all  the  masonic  Grand  Lodge  rights  and  pre- 
rogatives that  she  is  herself,  and  henee  what  shr)uld  be  the  relative 
posit i<»n  of  England  and  Quebec?     The  answer  is  awaited. 

I  deem  it  to  be  of  the  utmost  imporUince  that  the  craft  in  general, 
and  especially  in  the  British  dependencies,  be  informed  of  the  exact 
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principles  of  interjuriHclictional  comity  involved  therein,  as,  in  my 
opinion,  the  (jrand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  New  York  could  not  rif^ht- 
fnlly,  and  w<iuld  not  as  1  think,  accept  recognition  from,  and  inter- 
change (inind  Kepresentatives  with,  any  Grand  Body  on  the  princi- 
Elo  first  stated  above.  It  also  ai)pear8  to  me  that  there  are  Grand 
lOdges  of  other  States  in  the  American  Union,  with  whom  the  Grand 
Liodj;e  of  England  has  declined  to  interchange  Grand  Representatives, 
on  the  ground  that  they  are  not  Grand  Lodges  of  Sovereign  Statos 
politically,  and  if  such  be  the  case  will  some  wise  one  be  pleased  to 
inform  us  in  what  respect,  as  a  State  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
as  to  its  Stiite  and  Federal  rights.  New  York  is  superior  to  any  other 
'  State  in  the  Union,  and  if  not,  then  her  Grand  Lodge  is  but  the  Ma- 
sonic peer  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  every  other  State,  even  of  the 
smallest. 

Moreover,  it  surely  cannot  bo  the  policy  of  the  mother  Grand 
Lodge  of  England  to  make  a  distinction  in  her  dealings  with  the 
Grand  Lodges  of  sejiarate  and  independent  nations,  and  the  Grand 
Lodges  of  her  own  dependencies,  and  that  too  in  any  way  to  the  dis- 
advantage of  the  latter ! ! 

Brethren,  I  cannot  as  yet  believe  that  the  "Imperial'*  Mother  Grand 
Lodge  of  England,  or  her  Royal  Grand  Master,  or  the  many  able 
leaders  of  the  oldest  and  greatest  of  all  existing  Grand  Lodges, 
knowingly  and  purposely  intend  to  deny  to  this  young  Grand  Lodge, 
or  to  any  other  Grand  Lodge  within  our  now  world-encircling  Em- 
pire, the  rights  which  she  concedes  to  Gnind  Lodges  in  other  lands; 
or  continue  to  do  aught  which  will  mar  the  peace,  unity  and  pros- 
perity of  the  craft  here  or  elsewhere.  I  am  therefore,  as  yet,  of  the 
opinion  that  the  course  pursued  by  her  in  the  past,  is  largely  duo  to 
what  may  be  deemed  to  be  a  want  of  attention  to  the  facts  of  the 
case,  and  a  non-consideration  of  the  actual  state  of  **Colonitd"  af- 
fairs, and  to  a  forgotfulness,  largely  resulting  from  the  comparatively 
settled  condition  of  their  own  masonic  status  -of  the  fact  that  their 
brethren  in  the  remote  portions  of  the  Empire  are  but  engaged  in 
laying  the  foundations  of  Masonic  Sovereignties;  that  they  are  thus 
necessarily  and  practically  brought  faice  to  face  with  all  the  funda- 
mental principles  involved  in  the  erection  of  their  new  Grand  Super- 
structures, that  they  are,  by  inheritance  and  by  training,  jealous  of 
their  inherent  and  traditional  rights  as  Freemasons,  and  that  they 
desire  to  realize  them  to  their  fullest  extent,  even  as  they  are  pos- 
sessed and  enjoyed  by  their  brethren  in  the  mother  countries  and 
elsewhere  in  the  uuisonic  world. 

There  are  also  reasons  for  belie\ing  that  the  rulers  of  the  craft  in 
Great  Britain  have  been  led  into  errors  concerning  Quebec,  by  repre- 
sentations, personal  and  other,  which  had  they  been  made  openly  and 
officially,  as  those  of  (Quebec  are  and  have  been,  they  would,  I  be- 
lieve,  have  hev.n  satisfactorily  explained  or  refuted.  I  have  reason 
also  to  suppose  that  many  of  our  good  brethren  in  England  and  Scot- 
land have  been  led  to  think  that  the  Quebec  Grand  Lodge  movement 
wtis  chiefly  the  offspring  of  individual  over-zeal  and  misguided  am- 
bition; whereas  having  had  a  tolerably  intimate  accpiaintance  with 
nearly  every  brother  who  has  been  officially  identified  with  this  Grand 
Lodge  from  its  organization,  and  not  being  unacquainted  with  the 
historj'  of  some  other  Grand  Lodges,  I  deem  it  but  simple  justice  to 
myself  and  to  my  confreres,  to  say,  that  I  never  know  a  like  instance. 
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nor  do  I  believe  that  many  like  have  ever  been,  wherein  more  pro- 
longed or  more  though  if  al  consideration  was  given  to  a  like  move- 
ment, or  concerning  which  there  has  been  more  self-abnegation,  or  a 
more  manifest  desire  to  forego  indi>'idual  proferment  for  the  promo- 
tion of  the  general  welfare.  And  as  to  its  having  been  the  work  of 
but  a  few,  it  was,  on  the  contrary,  a  general  movement  among  the 
great  majority  of  the  Freemssons  of  the  Province,  and  the  result  of  a 
general  consensus  of  opinion  and  sentiment  seldom  paralleled;  and. 
from  its  organization  in  1869  until  now  its  affairs  have  been  con- 
ducted, and  its  professed  principles  enunciated,  adhered  to  and 
maintained  with  a  prudence  and  unanimity  honorable  to  the  masonic 
intelligence  and  fidelity  of  its  membership ;  (and  ill  betide  him  who 
ever  attempts  to  throw  the  ^^apple  of  discord"  into  its  midst)  and 
few  Grand  Lodges  have  a  more  abiding  place  in  the  hearts  and  af- 
fections of  the  brethren  of  their  jurisdiction,  or  have  received  more 
kindly,  fraternal  consideration  and  favor  from  the  fraternity  in 
general. 

Since  we  last  met  I  received  a  brief  fraternal  note  from  the  Grand 
Secretary  of  England  in  reply  to  the  final  letter  to  the  M.  W.  the 
Grand  Mfister  of  England,  submitted  to  you  in  my  last  annual  ad- 
dross.  To  this,  I  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  return  an  immediate 
and  formal  answer,  because  I  deemed  it  most  advisable,  before  com- 
municating further  with  the  M.  W.  the  Grand  Master  of  England, 
first  to  suomit  to  you,  in  this  address,  my  views  of  the  masonic 
policy  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  towards  Quebec  and  the  other 
sister  Grand  Lodges  in  the  British  dependencies  ;  and  that  having 
officially  communicated  the  same  to  the  Grand  Master  of  that  mother 
Grand  Lodge,  there  could  not  be  any  excuse  on  their  part  of  not 
having  been  made  fully  aware  of  what  Quebec  considers  her  rightful 
claims  for  fraternal  justice  from  the  Gnind  Lodges  of  England  and 
Scotland.  Quebec  sues  not  for  mere^  favors  ;  she  respectfully  and 
fraternally  appeals  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  practiccdly  to 
concede  and  acknowledge  her  rights. 

Brethren,  I  have  sought  to  state  our  rights  and  claims  in  plain  lan- 
guage and  in  a  fraterntd  manner  ;  I  have  respectfully  sought  to  satisfy 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  of  the  justness  of  our  position,  and  of 
the  extreme  necessity  that  she  should  with  justice  and  propriety, 
and  with  advantage  to  herself,  to  us,  and  to  the  craft  in  general, 
modify  her  policy  toward  us  as  humbly  petitioned  for,  bearing  in 
mind  that  whatever  reasons  may  have  seemed  to  justify  her  course 
towards  "Colonial"  Grand  Lodges  in  the  past,  the  altered  circum- 
stances of  the  present  imperatively  require  certain  changes  to  be 
made  therein  for  the  local  and  general  welfare  of  the  craft.  In  all 
that  I  have  said  and  done  in  regard  to  these  important  matters,  I 
think  that  I  am  fully  justified  in  stating  that  in  endeavoring  to  re- 
move the  causes  of  contention,  I  have  sought  to  close  the  doors  of 
the  temple  of  strife,  and  to  open  wide  the  doors  of  the  temple  of  con- 
cord ;  and  that  not  only  myself  but  this  Grand  Lodge  has  sought  to 
be  as  loyal  to  the  interests  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  as  to 
those  of  our  own  and  of  the  craft  in  general,  and  that  I  am  assnretlly 
correct  in  saying  that  it  is  one  of  our  strongest  desires  to  have  all  our 
relati<»ns  to  that  mother  Grand  Lodge  amicably  adjuste<l,  to  inter- 
change Grand  liepresentatives  there>^ith,  and  to  establish  between 
our  respective  Grand  Lodges  a  perpetual  alliance  of  fraternal  amity. 
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And  now,  brethren  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  for  reasons  whioh  I  think 
will  be  obvious  to  all  of  yon,  let  me  earnestly  advise  you  not  to  take 
any  special  legislative  action  on  this  subject  at  the  present  commu- 
nication, but  in  the  still  further  exercise  of  the  true  spirit  of  our 
fraternity,  calmly  await  the  result  of  what  has  already  been  said  and 
done,  and  what  is  likely  to  transpire  in  the  near  future,  not  wanting 
among  the  members  of  this  Grand  Body,  and  shared  in  bv  not  a  few 
other  brethren,  good  friends  of  Quebec,  both  here  and  in  Great 
Briton,  that  the  consummation  devoutly  desired,  may  be  peacefully 
and  fraternally  realized  at  an  early  day.    So  mote  it  bo. 

Having  served  the  Grand  Lodge  as  Grand  Master  nine  years  he 
declined  re-election,  and  Brother  E.  B.  Johnson  was  made  Grand 
Master,  Brother  Isaacson  being  elected  Grand  Secretary. 

No  report  on  Correspondence. 

BHODE  ISLAND 

Holds  a  Semi-Annual  as  well  as  Annual  Communication  of  her 
Grand  Lodge.  The  former  was  held  on  21st  November,  1881,  M.  W. 
Thomas  Vincent,  Grand  Master,  at  which  a  reasonable  quantity  of 
business  was  transacted,  the  session  lasting  only  for  the  day.  At  it, 
however,  some  lengthy  reports  were  made.  In  one  of  these  the  reg- 
ularly increasing  number  of  non-affiliates  was  considered,  and  some 
reasons  assigned  for  this  unfortunate  condition.  Among  these  we 
are  in  full  accord  with  our  brethren  of  that  State  ;  it  is  that  too  little 
attention  is  paid  to  the  <* social  clement"  of  Masonry,  and  the  com- 
mittee thinks  that  were  the  meetings  of  the  Lodge  made  more  agreea- 
ble and  more  attention  paid  to  this  'element,*  more  interest  would 
be  exhibited  and  fewer  would  desire  to  escape  the  ennui  of  attend- 
ance. The  committee  also  thinks  that  there  should  be  periods  of 
refreshment,  and  that  these  should  be  actual  and  not  theoretical 
only. 

The  Ninety-Second  Annual  Communication  was  held  on  15th  May, 
1882,  under  the  supervision  of  the  aforementioned  Grand  Master. 
At  this  were  present  9C  Grand  Officers,  past  Grand  Officers,  and  Past 
Masters,  and  07  representatives  of  Lodges. 

'^ere  are  35  working  Lodges  with  a  membership  of  3,632,  there 
being  a  loss  during  the  year  of  101  members. 

M.  W.  Thomas  Vincent,  Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Edwin  Baker,  Grand  Secretary. 

We  copy  in  full  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island : 

The  constitutional  rule  which  provides  for  and  limits  the  action  of 
your  Committee   is   as  follows:    ''The   Standing   Committee   on 

(11) 


im  APPENDIX,  [1885. 

Foreign  CorreBpondence  shall  consider  and  report  oh  all  communica- 
tions from  foreign  Grand  Lodges,  and  all  sach  matters  relating  to 
foreign  Grand  Lodges  as  may  be  referred  to  them."  Under  a  strict 
construction  of  this  provision,  the  work  of  this  Ck)mmittee  can 
hardly  go  beyond  a  consideration  of  matters  specially  referred  to 
them,  together  with  communications  from  foreign  Grand  Lodges  ad- 
dressed to  this  Griind  Body.  If  it  should  be  held  allowable  to  give 
a  broader  interpretation  to  the  rule,  and  to  enlarge  the  scope  of  the 
duties  of  the  Committee,  so  as  to  pro>'ide  for  a  reWew  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  our  sister  Grand  Lodges,  no  doubt  a  report  of  ample  dimen- 
sions would  be  forthcoming. 

FolloA^ing  the  usual  course,  your  Committee  have  only  to  report 
that  the  papers  referred  to  them  do  not  call  for  any  action  on  the 
part  of  this  Grand  Lodge .  They  are  glad  to  be  able  to  state,  how- 
ever, that  the  difficulties  between  the  Grand  Lodges  of  New  York 
and  Connecticut  have  been  adjusted,  as  also  those  between  Quebec 
and  Scotland,  while  a  better  understanding,  which  will  doubtless 
result  in  the  harmonizing  of  all  differences,  has  been  arrived  at  on 
the  part  of  Missouri  and  New  Mexico.  It  is  a  matter  of  congratula- 
tion that  peace  and  prosperity  now  so  generally  characterize  the  con- 
dition of  the  Masonic  Fraternity. 

The  Semi-Annual  Communication,  held  on  30th  November,  1882, 
was  presided  over  by  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Thomas  Vincent.  Various 
amendments  to  the  Constitution  were  acted  on,  and  from  these  we 
find  that  the  Grand  Lodge  refused  to  make  the  signing  of  the  by-laws 
a  pre-requisite  of  membership.  We  infer  from  them  that  dual  mem- 
bsrship  is  tolerated  there. 

The  Ninety-Third  Annual  Communication  was  held  on  21st  May, 
1883,  with  the  same  M.  W.  Brother  Grand  Master,  presiding.  There 
were  32  Lodges  represented.  There  are  35  working  Lodges  in  the 
jurisdiction  with  a  membership  of  3,0^4,  there  having  been  an  in- 
crease of  19  during  the  year. 

There  existed  a  rule  in  this  jurisdiction  that  no  one  should  be  ad- 
mitted to  membership  until  he  should  have  passed  an  examination 
on  the  3d  Degree,  which  the  Grand  Master  evidently  thought  a  great 
hardship,  as  he  had  granted  dispensations  in  several  instances  setting 
aside  this  provision. 

Brother  Lyman  Klapp  was  elected  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  who,  as 
soon  as  installed,  appointed  the  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  reported  favorably  on  the 
recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Arizona,  and  the  accompanying 
resolution  to  this  effect  was  adopted.  They  reported  adversely  on 
the  claim  of  Gnind  Lodge  of  Ontiirio  for  recognition,  and  of  the 
Grand  Lotlge  of  Peru,  thoy  Siiy  : 

Your  Committee  have  notice  of  the  formation  of  a  Grand  Lodge  by 
a  Convention  held  at  Lima,  March  25th,  1882.  The  re])resentatives 
of  ten  Lodges  were  present  at  the  organization,  all  pervaded  by  an 
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earnest  and  strong  feeling  to  break  away  from  the  control  of  the  Grand 
Orient  and  to  place  Symbolic  Masonry  in  an  independent  position. 
The  attempt  to  establish  a  Grand  Lodge  for  the  Three  Degrees — an 
organization  having  no  connection  with  other  rites  and  systems— and 
thus  to  bring  order  out  of  chaos,  is  praiseworthy  indeed  ;  but  inas- 
much as  some  of  the  Lodges  participating  in  the  movement  wore 
chartered  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Hamburg,  and  as  less  than  a 
majority  of  all  the  Lodges  in  Peru  acted  in  the  establishment  of  the 
organization,  your  Committee  are  unable  to  recommend  its  recogni- 
tion. 

A  report  of  the  letter  from  Grand  Secretary  of  Grand  Lodge  of 
Utah,  which  was  spread  upon  the  minutes,  constitutes  the  report. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Communication  One  Hundred  and  Six  of  the  Grand  Lodge  ot  this 
State  was  held  12th  December,  1882,  Brother  John  D.  Kennedy  being 
the  Grand  ]^Iaster,  with  representatives  from  138  chartered  Lodges. 
Chartered  Lodges,  171  ;  membership,  5,443.  We  have  no  method  of 
ascertaining  the  gain  during  the  year,  as  the  degrees  conferred  are 
not  separated. 

We  are  tempted  to  quote  the  remarks  of  the  Grand  Master  in  rela- 
tion  to  the  recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales, 
because  we  think  our  Grand  Lodge  has  been  hasty  in  her  action  : 

In  this  Territory  there  are  86  Subordinate  Lodges ;  13  of  them 
have  organized  a  Grand  Lodge,  and  have  sent  circulars  to  the  Grand 
Lodges  of  North  America,  asking  recognition.  This  is  an  attempt 
ipso  facto  to  force  into  their  jurisdiction  the  other  Subordinate  Lodges 
in  the  territory.  The  Grand  Lodges  of  England,  Ireland  and  Scot- 
land have  sustained  the  Subordinate  Lodges  which  hold  their  char- 
ters from  those  Grand  Bodies  in  their  refusal  to  acquiesce  in  this  as- 
sumption of  authority  by  these  Lodges.  These  Grand  Bodies  do  not 
recognize  the  American  doctrine  that  three  Subordinate  Lodges  can 
form  a  Grand  Lodge  unless  they  constitute  a  majority  of  the  Lodges 
in  the  Territory.  It  strikes  me  that  this  dogtbine,  as  applied  to  the 
case  where  a  minority  of  Lodges  seek  to  force  a  majority  of  Lodges 
to  submit  to  their  jurisdiction  and  authority  works  a  hardship.  It 
should  require  at  least  a  majority  of  Lodges  to  form  a  Grand  Lodge. 

The  Grand  Master  thinks  that  the  condition  of  the  Order  is  im- 
proving, and  recovering  from  the  furor  for  those  associations  with 
which  are  united  insurance  plans,  and  in  this  connection  of  Masonry 
says  : 

MuK<»Dry  is  not  at  witr  with  these  Mutual  Benefit  Associations,  nor 
does  it  propose  to  antagonize  them.  The  Brother  who  does  not  pro- 
vide for  his  family,  is  by  the  highest  authority  proclaimed  to  be 
**  worse  than  an  Infidel "  and  certainly  to  make  no  provision  for  their 
f  ature,  if  in  his  power  to  guarantee  it,  would  place  him  on  no  bettec 
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footing.  The  associations  apparentiy  afford  a  wise  and  economical 
plan  to  make  provisions  for  the  fature,  and  can  but  in  this  par- 
ticular commend  themselves  to  every  prudent  man.  They  are  formed 
and  conducted  on  business  principles,  and  strictly  speaking  mean 
nothing  else.  And  this  is  the  consideration  which  moves  Brethren 
to  join  them.  Masonry  is  not  business.  Such  an  assumption  is 
utterly  at  variance  with  the  organization,  object,  and  purj[>ose8  of  our 
institution.  Her  mission  is  entirely  different.  It  is  a  higher,  holier 
and  purer  mission.  It  is  a  combination  of  those  moral  and  social 
forces  which  reach  above  the  narrow  limits  of  selfishness  or  calcula- 
tion and  extend  into  those  regions  of  individual  and  aggregate  eleva- 
tion which  can  alone  dignify  humanity  and  lift  it  up  to  a  place  in 
that  **  Temple  not  made  witn  hands,  eternal  in  the  liejivens.  Mor- 
ality is  her  basis,  Kelief  her  corner  stone.  Truth  her  hand  maiden, 
while  Charity  and  Brotherly  Love  are  her  ministering  spirits.  Her 
prerogative  is  to  warn  the  erring  Brother,  help  the  unfortunate,  cheer 
the  disconsolate,  carry  peace  and  comfort  to  the  wearied  heart  and 
assist  by  its  charities,  which  fall  like  the  dew  of  heaven,  silent  and 
unseen,  the  widow  and  the  orphan.  Its  Lodge  rooms  are  intended 
to  be  centres  of  love,  means  of  instruction,  and  the  very  gateways  of 
higher  and  purer  aspirations.  And  so  long  as  there  are  good  men 
seeking  to  promote  social  and  moral  graces  will  Masonry  exist  and 
flourish.  I  earnestly  implore  all  of  our  Brethren  to  take  a  becoming 
interest  in  it,  and  to  regularly  attend  their  Lodges.  In  the  selection 
of  officers  see  that  the  best,  most  earnest  and  ablest  of  their  number 
are  selected  to  fill  the  several  chairs.  The  welfare  and  progress  of  a 
Lodge  depends  so  greatiy  upon  this  that  without  officers  possessing 
these  qualifications  it  is  difficult  to  maintain  it  on  the  hi^er  basis. 
And  while  not  for  a  moment  dissuading  any  Brother  from  making 
every  provision  for  the  present  or  future  support  of  his  family,  let 
me  earnestly  contend  that  Masonry,  under  no  consideration,  be* neg- 
lected. Make  the  Lodge  Koom  a  delightful  place,  where  in  the  grasp 
of  hands,  and  the  outflow  of  mutual  sympathy,  heart  responds  to 
heart. 

This  Grand  Lodge  is  encumbered  with  a  large  debt,  which  is 
weighing  down  its  energies  and  is  about  to  follow  in  the  wake  of 
Indiana  and  Georgia  to  save  annually  its  per  diem  and  mileage  of  its 
members,  which  is  twice  as  great  as  the  interest  on  its  debt.  But 
why  pay  Brethren  for  doing  their  duty  ?  Does  not  each  Master  of  a 
Lodge  when  instaUed  pledge  himself  to  attend  all  these  meetings, 
and  does  he  not  take  the  position  with  a  full  knowledge  of  its  respon- 
sibilities? In  Alabama  we  give  no  pay,  but  we  punish  any  Lodge 
failing  to  be  represented  for  a  given  period,  by  forfeiture  of  charter. 

John  D.  Kennedy,  Grand  Master. 

diaries  Inglesby,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  the  Grand  Secre- 
tary, and  from  his  review  of  Alabama  wo  take  the  following  to  give 
our  unqualified  assent  to  the  sentiment  that  each  Mason  has  the 
light  to  believe  as  ho  pleases,  and  to  enunciate  his  be  lief  : 
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Brother  Beers  reproves  a  sneer  at  Spiritnalism,  and  declares  that 
^'this  much  denonncod  spiritualism  betokens  the  dawn  of  an  nn- 
ri vailed  mental  and  moral  illamination.'*  He  is  evidently  a  spiritu- 
alist, and  so  he  has  a  right  to  be,  if  he  believes  in  and  likes  it. 

TENNESSEE. 

The  Sixty-ninth  Annnal  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was 
held  on  the  30th  January,  1883,  Brother  Nathan  S.  Woodward  being 
the  Grand  Master  presiding,  and  with  representatives  from  284 
Lodges  present. 

The  total  number  of  Lodges  is  412  ;  total  membership  15,503,  be- 
ing a  decrease  during  the  year  of  274. 

The  Grand  Master  says  that  he  refused  several  applications  for  dis- 
pensations to  authorize  change  of  location  of  lodges  because  he 
doubted  the  propriety  of  any  such  action  by  the  Grand  Master,  and 
recommends  : 

That  the  Grand  Lodge  assume  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  such  cases, 
and  by  edict  make  it  the  duty  of  Lodges  proposing  to  petition  the 
Grami  Lodge  to  allow  a  change  of  place  of  meeting  to  give  written 
notice  of  tho  determination  to  adjacent  Lodges  three  months  before 
the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  which  the  rec^uest  will  be  made. 

I  would  oIho  suggest  that  no  application  of  this  character  be  re- 
ceived or  considered  by  the  Grana  Lodge  or  its  committees  unless  the 
petition  shows  that  it  has  been  adopted  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the 
members  present  at  a  stated  communication  after  due  notice  to  all 
resident  members.  It  should  also  bear  the  signatures  of  two-thirds 
of  the  resident  members.  There  are  occasions  on  which  but  few 
members  of  a  Lodge  are  able  to  be  present,  notwithstanding  a  notice 
or  a  summons  has  been  made.  High  waters  and  the  inclemencies  of 
the  weather  will  at  times  put  it  in  the  power  of  a  minority  to  cause 
the  removal  of  the  Lodge,  unless  some  such  restrictions  are  enforced. 
It  must  be  acknowledged  that  many  Lodges,  having  exhausted  avail- 
able material  imd  fallen  into  a  state  of  weakness,  are  anxious  to  effect 
a  change  of  boundaries  and  work  new  fields. 

Whenever  the  location  of  a  Lodge  is  changed,  its  territorial  juris- 
diction is  also  changed  unless  the  contrary  be  expressly  provided. 
This,  unless  great  care  and  discretion  is  exercised,  must  lead  to  end- 
less difficulties.  Yet  the  constant  change  of  the  surroundings  in  this 
constantly  increasing  population  of  ours  must  render  some  changes 
of  location  absolutely  imperative. 

Dropping  from  the  roll  for  N.  P.  D.  is  a  disturbing  element  in 
Tennessee,  because  of  the  peculiar  attitude  of  a  sort  of  non-affiliate 
which  the  one  dropped  holds  to  the  fraternity.  In  Alabama  he  stands 
suspended  from  all  rights  and  privileges  for  violation  of  his  O.  B.,  in 
not  complying  with  its  provisions. 

Tho  Grand  Master  deplores  the  inattentiDn  of  conunittees  to  whom 
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petiitons  are  referred,  and  the  looseness  of  their  reports,  and  attrib- 
utes to  this  many  of  the  difficulties  which  afterwards  occur. 

The  Grand  Lodge  endorsed  the  position  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Utah  with  regard  to  the  Mormons. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Arizona  was  recognized. 

Brother  Newton  M.  W.  McConn(3ll  was  made  Grand  Master,  and 
Brother  John  Frizzell  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

A  Lodge  of  Sorrow  was  held  in  honor  of  the  late  Hobert  L.  Ca- 
ruthers,  Post  Grand  Master,  who  died  at  the  age  of  82.  An  eloquent 
eulogy  was  pronounced  by  M.  W.  James  D.  Richardson,  P.  G.  M. 

Brother  Frizzell  made  the  correspondence  report,  giving  Alabama 
for  1881,  fraternal  notice,  in  which  he  says  : 

The  writer  hereof  was  present  at  this  meeting  of  our  sister  Juris- 
diction, and  was  not  only  highly  entertained,  but  instructed  by  the 
orderly  and  able  manner  in  which  the  business  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
was  conducted.  The  veteran  Saybe  is  the  right  man  in  the  right 
place,  and  is  ably  supported  by  the  kindness  and  consideration  shown 
him  by  the  brethren  of  his  Jurisdiction.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Ala- 
bama is  controlled  by  able  men,  and  Masonry  in  that  State  is  in  safe 
hands.  The  Governor  of  the  State  was  elected  Grand  Master,  having 
served,  the  year  before,  as  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

We  had  the  pleasure  of  his  friendly  grip  then  and  shall  be  delighted 
when  we  can  have  another. 

TEXAS. 

The  Forty-seventh  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
was  held  December  l-4th,  1882,  under  the  direction  of  Brother  Thos. 
M.  !Mathews,  Grand  Master,  with  representatives  from  188  Lodges 
present. 

In  this  jurisdiction  are Lodges,  with  a  membership  of  15,661, 

there  having  been  a  gain  during  the  year  of  24^.  Fifteen  Lodges 
were  chartered. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Master  betokens  that  it  is  the  determin- 
ation of  the  brethren  in  Texas  to  do  their  whole  duty  in  maintaining 
the  high  character  of  Masonry  for  good  morals  and  obedience  to  law 
and  order.  It  is  evident  that  the  selection  by  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
Grand  Master  was  a  good  one.  He  seems  to  have  been  firm  yet  dis- 
creet, in  the  exercise  of  his  varied  prerogatives.  We  tind  him  enun- 
ciating the  follo>*'ing  :  **  I  have,  in  several  instances,  been  asked  for 
dispensations  to  confer  degrees  out  of  time.  As  in  a  state  of  peace 
in  the  country,  I  cannot  imagine  how  an  emergency  can  arise  requir- 
ing such  a  procedure.  I  have  invariably  refused  to  grant  these  re- 
quests."   Tliis  has  the  right  ring  about  it  and  shows  that  ho  acted  on 
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his  convictions  when  we  find  him  elsewhere  in  the  address  saying  : 
**  Guard  more  closely  than  ever  the  outer  door  of  the  Temple.  Scm- 
tinize  with  more  care  the  material  yon  work  into  the  walls  of  the 
building.' 

Brother  Charles  Stewart,  M.  W.  Grand  Master. 

Brother  G.  H.  Bringhnrst,  Grand  Secretary. 

We  found  no  report  on  correspondence  last  year,  but  in  the  pro- 
ceedings before  us  we  find  Brother  James  Masterson  coming  to  the 
front  with  a  report,  but  in  it  we  fail  to  see  Alabama.  With  so  many 
routes  by  mail,  and  Uncle  Sam's  postal  system  so  good,  we  cannot 
account  for  it. 

On  the  subject  of  perpetual  jurisdiction  he  thus  discourses  : 

Your  Committee  wish  to  give  their  emphatic  dissent  from  such  doe- 
trine,  and  whilst  entertaining  the  highest  respect  for  those  holding 
differently,  wish  to  say  that  in  our  opinion  such  a  claim  is  contrary 
to  reason.  If  the  party  is  rejededj  the  Lodge,  nor  any  other  body  of 
Masonr}',  have  anything  to  do  with  such  person,  but  he  is  to  them  as 
if  he  had  never  been.  The  re}ection  severs  the  casual  connection 
made  by  the  application.  The  applicant  is  refunded  the  money 
which  accompanies  his  application  and  thus  terminates  the  matter. 
Of  course  we  do  not  intend  to  say  that  in  the  same  jurisdiction  such 
applicant  can  at  once  apply  to  some  other  Lodge  ;  this  is  regulated  by 
the  edicts  of  each  Grand  Lodge. 

And  again  : 

We  reject  in  toto  the  slavish  dogma  of  perpetual  allegiance  to  the 
government  of  the  place  of  birth,  and  for  like  reason,  we  think  that 
when  the  man  was  never  bom  into  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  but  was 
strangled  in  his  effort  to  become  a  Mason,  that  no  allegiance  whatever 
is  due  from  that  man  to  the  Masonic  Fraternity  of  the  jurisdiction  so 
rejecting  him  from  the  time  of  such  rejection. 

We  like  his  views  quoted  below.  They  are  outspoken,  honest  and 
sound : 

On  questions  of  expulsion  for  the  non-payment  of  dues — we  know 
that  much  sentiment  and  gush,  if  not  downright  twaddle,  has  been 
indulged  in. 

We  think  each  Lodge  ought  to  judge  for  itself  on  that  question, 
and  that  it  is  more  a  question  of  policy  than  principle.  We  have 
never  known  of  a  case  where  a  poor  brother  came  forward  and  asked 
his  dues  to  be  remitted,  and  satisfied  the  Lodge  that  in  truth  he  was 
not  fairiy  able  to  pay,  but  that  his  dues  were  remitted  or  canceled, 
and  he  allowed  to  maintain  his  standing.  There  is  such  a  widespread 
habit,  amounting  to  almost  a  mania,  to  dead-btai  in  every  walk  of  life, 
that  many,  if  not  all  Masons  who  wish  to  have  all  of  the  privileges, 
but  pay  notliing  towards  maintaining^  the  Order,  we  do  venJy  believe, 
are  humbugs  or  dead-hecUs,  only  waiting  to  be  fully  developed.  A 
poor  but  unfortunate  brother  could  dimU,  and  when  he  became  abloi 
renew  his  connection  with  some  Lodge. 
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We  think  that  if  the  Gonstitation  of  every  Grand  Lodge  shotild 
provide  that  any  Mason  who  shonld  be  in  arrears  of  dues  for  twelve 
months,  should  be  dropped,  and  not  be  allowed  to  visit  any  Lodge,  or 
enjoy  any  Masonic  privileges,  that  the  riearPx»/i/s,  who  try  every  dodge 
to  get  something  for  nothing,  would  thin  out  amazingly,  and  that 
Masonry  would  be  all  the  better  for  their  absence. 

Some  other  points  would  well  bear  quoting,  but  we  forbear. 

UTAH. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Twelfth  Annual  (Communication  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  this  Territory  was  held  on  the  16th  January,  1883, 
under  the  supervision  of  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  William  Fletcher 
James,  with  representatives  from  all  the  subordinates — eight  in  num- 
ber. There  is  a  total  membership  of  458,  and  a  gain  during  the  year 
of  34. 

This  ?s  a  very  good  exhibit  and  betokens  that  the  principles  of  Ma- 
sonry are  having  a  beneficial  effect,  and  reflects  favorably  upon  the 
conduct  and  lives  of  our  brethren  in  the  region  of  moral  putridity. 
We  may  hope  that  as  **a  little  leaven  leaveneth  the  whole  lump,'*  so 
may  these  Masons,  if  they  illustrate  in  their  lives  the  principles  of 
our  Order,  yet  bear  fruit  most  abundantly  for  good. 

The  Grand  Master's  address  is  lengthy,  and  of  sound  doctrine  and 
good  advice  and  will  doubtless  be  potent  for  good. 

The  Grand  Secretary  reports  **the  usual  average  prosperity  among 
the  Lodges."  He  also  wonders  whether  the  resolution  directing  the 
enforcement  of  the  law  against  non-affiliates  had  anything  to  do  with 
the  large  increase  of  members  by  affiliation." 

Brother  Philip  Henry  Emerson,  Grand  Master. 

Brother  Christopher  Diehl,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  latter  presented  a  very  creditable  report  on  correspondence, 
fully  and  abundantly  noticing  ours.  Our  Brother  Diehl  is  a  very 
zealous  Mason,  and  in  giving  the  brethren  of  Utah  a  full  account  of 
what  the  Craft  is  doing  in  other  jurisdictions,  he  published  with  the 
proceedings  some  lectures  on  Masonry.  These  are  of  intense  interest 
and  well  worthy  of  perusal. 

VERMONT. 

The  Ninetieth  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was 
held  on  the  14th  of  Jnno,  1882,  with  Lucius  C.  Butler  Grand  blaster 
in  the  East,  there  being  present  reprcKontatives  from  94  Lodges. 

ToUil  number  of  working  Lodges  is  IW),  with  a  membership  of 
7,728.  There  has  been  a  small  decrease  during  the  year  of  35,  much 
smaller,  we  ore  g\ad  to  ^ee,  than  last  year. 
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The  Grand  Master's  address  is  long  but  deals  almost  exclnsively 
with  matters  local  in  their  interest  only. 

His  decisions  accord  ^dth  those  of  this  jarisdiction  and  were  ap- 
proved by  the  Grand  Lodge,  save  one  in  which  he  decided  that  seven 
were  necessary  to  constitute  a  Lodge,  and  seven  to  transact  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Lodge.  This  agrees  with  us,  but  the  Committee  on  Juris- 
prudence thought  proper  to  report  that  for  the  transaction  of  bnsines 
only  three  were  necessary.  The  Grand  Lodge,  however,  recommitted 
this  portion  of  the  report,  and  no  further  report  was  made. 

There  appears  to  be  some  difficulty  in  obtaining  from  the  late  Grand 
Secretary  the  property  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  though  wo  do  not  dis- 
cover that  there  has  been  any  defalcation  in  money. 

The  Grand  Master  shows  that  masonry  is  not  a  sectarian  organiza- 
tion, nor  is  it  a  temperance  organization,  nor  is  it  a  religious  organi- 
zation, neither  is  it  a  political  organization,  but  that — 

It  is  an  organization  in  which  through  all  this  broad  land,  yea,  all 
over  the  world,  wherever  the  homes  and  the  hands  of  civilization  are 
planted,  its  members  are  unitod  together  in  the  strong  bonds  of  uni- 
versal brotherhood.  The  bitterest  political  opponents,  the  most  zeal- 
ous religionists  herein  join  as  btothers  in  one  accord,  exemplifying 
the  lesson  taught  in  the  significant  symbolism  of  the  fraternity  that 
God  is  our  father,  and  that  man  is  our  brother. 

Lucius  G.  Butler,  Grand  Master  ;  William  H.  Boot,  Grand  Secre- 
tary. 

The  Beport  on  Correspondence  is  made  by  Brother  F.  S.  Fisher, 
who,  in  it,  gives  the  brethren  of  Vermont  much  valuable  informa- 
tion in  relation  to  the  craft  in  other  jurisdictions,  but  we  fail  to  find 
Alabama  among  them.    Why  ?    He  thus  modestly  introduces  himself  : 

Thus,  we  fear,  will  feel  our  readers  as  this  Beport  on  (Correspond- 
ence comes  to  them,  instead  of  the  wise  and  learned  Annual  Beport 
which  for  eighteen  years  has  been  furnished  by  our  experienced  and 
accomplished  Brother,  the  Past  Grand  Secretary. 

But  there  is  change  in  all  temporal  things.  And  as  with  faint 
heart  we  step  into  line,  we  crave  the  indulgence  of  the  craft,  and  re- 
solve that  throughout  this  Beview  the  Grand  Lodges  shall  speak  for 
themselves,  and  therefore  we  call  them  in  order. 

VIBGINLk. 

The  One  hundred  and  Fifth  Grand  Annual  Communication  of  this 
grand  old  commonwealth  was  held  on  the  11th  of  December,  1882, 
Brother  Renbeu  MurroU  Page,  Grand  Master,  presiding,  with  repre- 
sentatives from  119  Lodges  present.  Number  of  Lodges  in  the  juris- 
diction, 244;  number  of  members,  9,043;  loss  during  the  year,  122. 

We  copy  from  the  address: 
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This  is  an  eminently  practical  age,  and  the  test  of  practical  results 
is  applied  to  all  organizations.  The  increase  in  the  number  of  secret 
societies,  all  claiming  to  be  benevolent  and  beneficial,  marks  this  as 
an  era  of  secret  societies,  and  when  this  age  applies  the  crucial  test 
to  our  Masonic  Order  of  questioning  its  practical  results,  let  us,  by 
the  wisdom  and  the  conservatism  of  our  conduct,  prove  that  we  do 
not  adhere  to  forms  and  ceremonies  and  lose  sight  of  prindples;  that 
our  protestations  are  not  empty  phrases  and  meaningless  words;  that 
we  do  not  pursue  the  shadow  and  neglect  the  substance ;  but  that, 
cultivating  fraternal  relations,  and  fraternal  feelings  between  man 
and  man,  and  enforcing  and  carrying  out  great  principles  of  morality, 
we  improve  the  condition  of  the  human  family,  and  that  by  a  real  ad- 
herence to  the  teachings  of  our  Order,  we  illustrate  and  put  in  prac- 
tice the  principles  of  Brotherly  Love,  of  Truth,  and  of  Charity  in  its 
broadest  signification.  Do  this  and  all  is  well;  i^ithout  it,  our  forms 
and  ceremonies,  however  ancient,  are  as  tinkling  cymbals  and  sound- 
ing brass.  Let  us,  then,  see  to  it  that  we  utter  no  meaningless  words 
when  we  assert  the  principles  and  tenets  of  our  Order. 

The  business  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  altogether  local  in  its 
character. 

Brother  Reuben  M.  Page  was  re-elected  Grand  Master  and  Brother 
William  B.  Isaacs  Grand  Secretary. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  was  presented  by  Brother  W.  F. 
Drinkard  for  the  committee,  reviewing  the  proceedings  of  nearly  all 
the  Grand  Lodges  on  this  continent.  Alabama  is  found  among  them 
for  the  year  1881.  It  is  written  currente  caJamo,  in  a  very  pleasant 
and  easy  style. 

WASHINGTON. 

The  Twenty-fifth  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was 
held  on  the  7th  of  June,  1882,  Brother  Ralph  Guichard,  Grand  Mas- 
ter, presiding,  with  representatives  from  32  chartered  Lodges.  There 
are  35  Lodges  within  this  jurisdiction.  Number  of  members,  1,200; 
increase  during  the  year,  99. 

The  Grand  Master,  in  his  address,  gives  a  condensed  statement  of 
the  growth  of  this  Territory,  and  although  the  increase  in  population 
and  pro<luction  was  at  first  necessarily  slow,  yet  he  congratulates  the 
brethren  upon  the  impulse  that  may  reasonably  be  expected  to  popu- 
lation and  to  masonry  by  the  completion  of  niilroads  now  in  progress 
of  construction. 

With  regard  to  the  financial  condition,  the  Grand  Secretary  says  : 

The  finances  of  the  Grand  Lodge  continue  upon  a  sound  and  pros- 

Serous  basis;  for  the  two  years  next  preceding  the  present  session  no 
.epresentativo  dues  were  collected  from  the  Lodges.  This  has  caused 
the  absorption  of  most  of  the  surplus  funds,  as  the  pay  of  Represent- 
atives has  continued  and  dven  on  an  increased  scale.     But  by  the 
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calling  in  of  all  ontside  loans,  the  Grand  Lodge  has  been  able  to  pay 
its  Kepresentatives,  meet  all  current  obligations  and  now  holdis  a 
sm^  balance  in  its  Treasury  apart  from  t^e  income  paid  and  due 
at  present  Annual  Communication. 

Yet  we  find  that  a  question  arose  in  Grand  Lodge  as  to  the  insuf- 
ficiency of  funds  for  the  payment  of  members  and  representatives, 
though  the  Grand  Lodge  authorized  the  payment  in  full. 

The  following  question  being  propounded,  the  decision  of  the 
Grand  Master  was  approved  by  the  Grand  Lodge: 

QuesUmi.  Are  visiting  brethren  entitled  to  sit  in  a  Lodge  during 
the  tritd  of  a  brother  for  a  Masonic  offense? 

Decision.  Decided,  by  the  Deputy  Grand  Master,  that  it  remained 
entirely  for  the  Lodges  in  each  particular  case  to  determine,  respect- 
ively, for  themselves. 

The  constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  prohibits  visitors 
when  the  Lodge  sits  as  a  court  in  trials. 

Joseph  A.  Kuhn,  Grand  Master;  Thomas  M.  Beed,  Grand  Secre- 
tary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  was  made  by  Grand  Secretary  Eeed, 
who  apologizes  for  an  excellent  report,  because  it  was  written  in  great 
haste.  He  devotes  considerable  space  to  Alabama,  quoting  liberally 
from  Grand  Master  Tompkins*  address.  He  defends  the  payment  of 
representatives  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  but  thinks  there  should  be  one 
only  from  each  Lodge,  who  should  receive  pay.  We  think  our  Ala- 
bama method  the  best  for  them ;  the  Lodges  are  less  taxed. 

On  the  subject  of  remuneration  of  masonry,  we  agree  with  his 
views  thus  expressed : 

We  do  710/  favor  "resignations,"  and  while  it  is  not  questioned  that 
Masonry  is  a  voluntary  association — for  all  aspirants  must  cmne  "of 
their  own  free  will  and  accord,"  yet  we  do  not  accept  the  logic  that 
they  are  tis  "free  to  go  as  to  come,"  in  the  sense  above  employed. 

Masonic  obligations  in  their  very  nature  imply  inflexibility  and 
permanency,  and  because  voluntarily  taken,  cannot  be  renounced. 
There  is  no  law  or  provision  in  Masonic  science  or  ethics  implying 
such  a  condition.  A  man  may  assume  to  renounce  Masonry,  as  he 
might  assume  to  do  any  other  unlawful  act.  Masonry  in  its  founda- 
tions is  permanent ;  its  principles  are  fixed  and  enduring;  in  its  own 
might  it  arises  as  a  moral  cdihce  in  majesty  and  grandeur,  and  will 
recognize  no  rinht  of  any  portion  of  that  structure  to  fall  into  decay 
or  asswne  dissolution.  If  a  Mason  grows  weary  and  desires  to  sever 
his  association  with  the  fraternity,  hie  has  the  inherent  right  (in  our 
opinion)  after  paying  all  lawful  dues,  to  withdraw  from  the  Lodge. 
This  is  as  far  as  the  common  law  of  Masonry  permits  him  to  go. 
Here  he  should  be  respected  in  his  rights  and  privileges,  and  no 
ftyrcing  attempted,  or  unrighteous  penalties  imposed  upnou  him ;  for 
he  is  a  Freemason  still,  as  long  as  he  remains  unconvicted  of  any 
penal  offense  against  the  laws  of  the  institution. 
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The  TwentyHsixth  Annual  Ck>mmxmication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
this  Territory  was  held  on  the  6th  day  of  June,  1883,  Grand  Master 
Eahn  presiding,  and  representatives  from  36  Lodges  boing  present 
Number  of  active  Lodges,  37;  number  of  members,  1,390,  with  an  in- 
crease  of  190  during  the  year. 

The  Grand  Master  issued  three  Dispensations  for  conferring  the  M. 
M.  degree  out  of  time,  but  the  reasons  were  such  that  we  opine  the 
most  fastidious  would  approve  the  acts. 

Upon  an  application  of  an  unaffiliated  Mason  who  had  been  re- 
jected by  a  Lodge,  the  Grand  Master  properly  decided  that  he  could 
not  demand  an  investigation  in  consequence  of  his  rejection.  But  he 
then  adds : 

No.  This  is  the  law  under  our  code;  and  to  me  it  seems  wrong  to 
require  unanimous  ballot  on  the  petition  of  Master  Mason,  and  ad- 
vance an  E.  A.  or  F.  C.  when  one-third  of  the  members  object. 

This  rule  seems  odd  to  us  who  have  ever  thought  that  a  nnanimoufl 
ballot  was  always  necessary. 

He  recommends  greater  care  in  the  selection  of  candidates,  and 
thinks  the  black  ball  is  not  used  as  often  as  it  should  be.  He  then 
says,  and  says  well  and  truly  too  : 

Another  evil  is  the  inattention  often  paid  to  the  proper  qualifica- 
tions of  persons  elected  officers,  upon  whom  devolve  responsible 
duties.  A  Worshipful  Master  is  the  supreme  authority  in  the  Lodge, 
accountable  only  to  God  and  the  Grand  Lodge  for  his  acts,  and  upon 
him  depends  its  success  and  usefulness  ;  hence  in  selecting  a  brother 
to  fill  this  important  place  the  greatest  care  should  be  taken.  He 
should  be  well  acquainted  with  the  science  and  principles  of  Masonry, 
capable  of  teaching  by  precept  and  example,  as  well  as  from  a  thor- 
ough knowledge  of  our  art.  Such  qualifications  cannot  be  acquired 
except  by  close  application  and  long  experience,  and  when  a  Lodge 
is  fortunate  enough  to  have  such  a  Master  it  should  be  very  slow 
indeed  in  changing,  because  another  good  fellow  is  ambitious  of 
passing  the  chair.  Office  should  be  the  reward  only  of  worth  and 
merit. 

I  do  most  fraternally  suggest  that  ample  pro\'ision  be  made  by  yon 
for  the  publication  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  Foreign  Cor- 
respondence. 

Brother  Louis  Ziegler  delivered  an  excellent  oration  on  "  What  if 
Masonry,"  and  he  shows  that  Masonry  is  not  a  political  institution, 
that  it  is  not  a  reformatory  institution,  that  it  is  not  a  religious  insti- 
tution. But  that  it  is  a  progressive  institution,  a  charitable  and  a 
philosophical  institution.  The  subject  is  handled  with  considerable 
skill  and  ingenuity. 

The  Grand  Lodge  declared  that  one  taking  the  O.  B's.  conscien- 
tionsly  opposed  to  taking  an  oath  should  be  allowed  to  affirm. 
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Brother  Levi  Ankcny  was  elected  Grand  Master. 
Brother  Thomas  Melbume  Heed,  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 
The  Grand  Secretary  made  the  report  on  Correspondence,  review-' 
ing  in  it  the  proceedings  of  Alabama  for  1882. 

WISCONSIN. 

The  Thirty-Eighth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  o£ 
Wisconsin  was  held  on  the  13th  day  of  June,  1882,  M.  W.  Brother 
Emmons  E.  Chapin,  Grand  Master,  presiding,  and  with  representor 
tives  from  175  Lodges  present.  Total  number  of  chartered  Lodges 
is  IOC.  We  are  sorry  that  we  cannot  give  the  membership,  or  the 
year's  increase  or  decrease  because  our  friend  Woodhull,  the  Grand 
Secretary,  has  given  us  no  footing  or  recapitulation.  This  we  greatly 
regret,  because  we  wished  to  give  our  brethren  an  idea  of  the  actual 
condition  of  the  Craft  as  indicated  in  their  proceedings. 

We  confess  ourselves  surprised  to  think  that  any  members  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  should  not  themselves  have  rebuked  and  set  the  seal  of 
their  displeasure  upon  any  such  grossly  unmasonic  acts  as  appear  to 
have  been  practised  by  some  of  its  members  from  the  extract  from 
the  address,  which  we  give  below  : 

There  is  sometliing  else  to  be  done  besides  the  election  of  officers. 
The  election  is  not  the  Alpha  and  Omega  of  our  meeting,  although 
important,  and  in  the  discnarge  of  this  duty  great  care  and  caution 
should  be  exercised.  The  success  of  ^lasonry  depends  largely  upon 
the  character  and  qualiiications  of  the  officers  of  this  Grand  Ixx^e  ; 
but  a  Mason's  zeal  should  not  be  so  abundant  as  to  permit  him  to 
prepare,  and  distribute  by  the  handful,  printed  or  written  ballots 
for  his  favorite  candidate  long  before  the  hour  of  election  arrives, 
and  then,  as  soon  as  election  is  over,  take  the  first  train  home,  as  if 
his  mission  to  the  Grand  Lodge  were  ended.  Such  conduct  obvi- 
ously smacks  a  little  too  much  of  the  Kinu  Caucus  System  which  pre- 
vails in  political  nominating  conventions  of  the  day,  and  ought  not 
to  be  encouraged  in  Grand  Lodge. 

In  the  address  we  found  a  very  handsome  compliment  paid  to  the 
Grand  Secretary,  John  W.  Woodhull,  not  only  for  his  efficiency  as 
such,  but  for  his  genial  disposition  and  his  ready  hospitality.  We 
copy  it  because  from  our  knowledge  of  the  brother  we  are  sure  it  is 
well  merited,  and  because  the  Grand  Master  wished  the  Grand  Lodge 
to  evince  their  appreciation  in  some  substantial  manner. 

This  extract  is  as  follows  : 

THE  aBAND  BKOBBTABT 

of  this  great  and  powerful  Grand  Lodge  receives  too  small  pay  for  the 
amount  of  la1>or  done.    He  has  been,  for  a  long  time,  giving  the  best 
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years  of  his  life  for  the  benefit  of  the  Craft.  He  devotes  his  entire 
time  to  Masonic  work.  His  money,  received  from  all  sources  and 
services,  all  told,  does  not  amount  to  as  much  as  the  pay  of  some  of 
the  clerks  in  the  railway  and  other  offices  in  this  city,  although  he 
does  twice  the  labor.  You  have  but  a  faint  idea  of  the  work  done  by 
him.  He  is  in  his  office  from  morning  till  night,  day  in  and  day  out, 
year  in  and  year  out— not  only  office  work,  but  the  work  of  a  Mason 
m  deeds  of  Charity  and  Benevolence,  A  brother  Mason  in  the  inte- 
rior of  the  State  wants  something  from  the  metropolis.  He  sends  to 
the  Grand  Secretary.  The  errand  is  faithfullv  performed.  He  stands 
sentry  for  all  wants  and  recommends.  He  hospitably  receives  and 
entertains  brother  Masons  sojourning  in  the  city.  Let  any  Grand 
Lodge  officer  from  any  of  our  sister  jurisdictions  visit  the  city  or 
State,  and  John  W.  Woodhull  is  the  first  man  sought.  He  is  known 
the  world  over  as  honest,  capable  John  W.  Woodhull,  Grand  Secre- 
tary of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Wisconsin.  To-day  he  is  in  the  merid- 
ian of  his  usefulness  to  the  Craft.  He  will  soon,  like  others  of  us, 
begin  to  grow  old,  and  if,  to-day,  he  only  receives  just  enough  to  live 
and  care  for  his  family,  what  is  he  going  to  do  then  ?  Let  us  give 
him  a  decent,  respectable  salary.  Let  us  pay  him  according  to  the 
work  done.  I  would,  therefore,  recommend  that  his  salary  he  raised 
to  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  which,  with  the  pay  he  receives 
from  the  other  Grand  Bodies,  will  give  him  about  two  thousand  dol- 
lars, or  a  trifle  over,  per  annum.     I  am  confident  you  will  do  it. 

And  the  Grand  Lodge  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Secretary  shall  receive  for  his  services  the 
sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  payable  quarterly  in  ad- 
vance, from  and  after  June  1st,  1882. 

Besides  giving  him  $120  to  pay  for  a  messenger  boy  who  had  been 
employed  about  the  office.  The  Grand  Lodge,  like  others,  should 
remember  "that  the  laborer  is  worthy  of  his  hire." 

Two  Lodges  were  chartered  at  this  communication. 

Lewis  E.  Reed,  Grand  Master;  John  W.  Woodhull,  Grand  Sec- 
retary. 

Brother  Woodhull  made  the  report  on  correspondence,  and  in  it 
we  find  Alabama  for  1881.  Under  Connecticut  he  discourses  some- 
what upon  the  doctrine  of  perpetual  jurisdiction,  and  makes  a  very 
sage  remark  that: 

We  do  not  believe  it  is  necessary  to  quarrel  much  with  our  brethren 
upon  subjects  embraced  in  what  is  called  Masonic  Law.  Good  men 
and  good  jurists  frequently  disagree  -honestly,  no  doubt;  but  in 
many  instances  this  disagreement  amounts  to  nothing,  for  the  reason 
that  the  case  involved  is  of  no  iiiij>ortauce  to  any  one.  The  subject 
of  p«'q)etual  juriwdirtion,  however,  involves  the  rij^hts  of  others,  uuJ 
should  be  most  carefully  considered.  At  the  close  of  this  report,  wc 
slijill  try  and  state  our  position  ujjon  this  subject. 

We  have,  however,  examined  the  report  but  don't  find  it. 
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Last  year  wo  had  no  copy  of  tlio  proceedings  of  this  Grand  Lodge, 
bnt  those  for  1882  as  well  as  1883  have  tamed  up  this.  The  latter 
commnnication  was  held  on  the  12th  of  Jnne,  with  Lewis  £.  Eeed, 
M.  W.  Grand  Master,  and  representatives  from  187  Lodges.  The  to- 
tal number  of  chartered  Lodges  is  198;  active  nnmber^of  members, 
11,903;  increase  during  the  year,  420. 

While  giving  some  advice  to  the  Lodges,  the  Grand  Master  most  ap- 
propriately says  :  **So  conduct  the  financial  affairs  of  your  Lodge 
that  needed  relief  for  your  treasuries  will  be  no  inducement  to  admit 
any  not  worthy  the  honor."  He  urges  also  on  the  Grand  Lodge  the 
necessity  of  prudence  and  economy  in  the  administration  of  its 
finances,  that  it  may  not  be  compelled  in  the  future  as  it  has  been 
in  the  past,  to  be  a  Itorroicer. 

The  business  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  purely  local.  They  are 
wrestling  with  economy.    No  report  on  correspondence. 

WYOMING. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Eighth  Annual  Communication  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  this  Territory  are  before  us.  It  was  held  on  the  10th 
of  October,  1882,  there  being  present  representatives  from  five— all 
of  the  subordinates  Lodges,  and  presided  over  by  M.  W.  Bobert  Wil- 
son, Grand  Master.  » 

The  total  membership  in  this  jurisdiction  is  384,  there  having  been 
an  increase  of  32  during  the  year. 

The  craft  is  in  a  prosperous  and  harmonious  condition,  yet  we  fear 
that  the  Grand  Lodge  is  establishing  by  the  following  resolution  a 
precedent  which  may  hereafter  prove  troublesome  to  it.  None  should 
enjoy  the  benefits  of  Masonry  who  do  not  contribute  to  its  needs,  un- 
less they  should  be  unable  to  do  so: 

Kesolved,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  approve  the  action  of  Laramie 
Lodge  No.  3,  in  exempting  Bro.  T.  D.  Pearson,  an  honorary  mem- 
ber, from  Grand  Lodge  dues. 

The  Grand  Lodges  of  New  South  Wales  and  Arizona  were  both 
recognized  at  this  communication. 

Below  we  give  a  full  view  of  the  honors  and  the  responsibilities,  if 
any,  of  Grand  KepresentAtives,  from  a  special  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  foreign  correspoDdencc. 

it  in  not  unuHUul  to  hear  the  reuiarlc  that  the  Grand  lleprcsentativo 
syKteni  is  far  more  ornamental  and  honorary  than  useful,  at  least  one 
would  be  led  to  this  conclusion  by  the  following  definition  given  by  a 
brother  of  vast  Masonic  experience  and  learning  :  **  ABepresentative 
of  a  Grand  Lodge  was  formc^rly  a  person,  gray  haired,  of  venerable 


180  APPENDIX.  [1883. 

appearance,  respectable,  and  whose  duty  it  was  to  sit  above  the  Grand 
Master  in  the  Grand  East,  look  wise,  and  be  discreet.*'  However  this 
may  be,  the  official  dntics  of  a  Grand  Bepresentative  are  of  no  mean 
importance  if  the  Grand  Body  which  ho  represents  invests  him  with 
full  power  to  represent  such  a  Grand  Body  near  another  Grand 
Lodge,  in  all  matters  affecting  the  Grand  Lodge  which  he  represents, 
subject  always  to  the  approved  of  the  latter.  We  are  nnable  to  state 
to  what  extent  these  duties  are  abridged  by  the  different  Grand 
Lodges,  but  from  personal  observation  we  are  of  the  opinion  that 
Grand  Bepresentatives  are  pretty  generally  looked  upon  as  honorarv 
appendages,  and  bat  seldom  used  as  the  medium  or  channel  through 
which  matters  of  controversy  are  adjusted.  His  position  corresponds 
to  that  of  an  ordinary  embassador  at  a  foreign  court,  who  is  entrusted 
with  the  management  of  public  matters  between  two  sovereign 
powers.  Graud  Lodges  are  sovereign  within  their  territorial  limits, 
m  the  same  sense  that  a  nation  is  sovereign  within  its  boundaries, 
and  it  lessens  the  dignity,  honor  and  respect  of  a  Grand  Bepresenta- 
tive  near  a  sister  Grand  Lodge,  to  have  nis  official  duties  curtailed, 
abridged,  or  as  is  more  usually  the  case,  entirely  ignored  by  the  ac- 
tion, or  rather  lack  of  action  of  the  Grand  Body  which  he  represents. 

J.  K.  Jeffrey,  Grand  Master. 

Jno.  H.  Symons,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  latter  made  the  report  on  correspondence,  reviewing  faithfully 
the  proceedings  of  Grand  Lodges  with  Alabama  for  1881,  among 
them.    His  synopsis  is  very  complete. 

*      ITALY. 

The  Grand  Orient  of  Italy  published,  but  without  date,  a  paper  on 
the  Masonic  situation  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  Italy,  from  which  it 
appears  that  Lodges  in  obedience  to  it,  in  Montevideo,  and  Buenos 
Ayres,  Constantinople,  Belgrade,  Boumania,  Smyrna,  Syria,  Egypt 
and  Africa,  as  well  as  those  in  Italy,  are  working  well,  and  generally 
growing  stronger.  Harmony  prevails,  and  their  influence  in  behalf  of 
liberty,  equality,  fraternity,  and  civilization  is  manifesting  itself. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  and  the  constantly  increasing  number  of 
Americans  travelling  in  Italy,  they  desire  to  exchange  representa^ 
tives,  and  suggest  as  our  representative  Brother  Adriano  Lemner, 
Assistant  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  Italy. 
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N AMBB  AMD   NUMBERS  OF  L0DOB&. 
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SUSPENDED  FOE  NON-PAYMENT  OF  DUES. 


MoHLTON  No.  6.— William  D.  Irwin,  Satterwhite  Shackelford, 
Dmry  W.  Bynnm — 3. 

FAitRAR  No.  8. — William  8.  EarneRt — 1. 

GiLEAD  No.  9. — William  M.  Meaclor,  Richard  A.  Moody— 2. 

RoTAii  White  Habt  No.  10. — Augustns  8.  Borders,  John  J.  Norton, 
JesHG  B.  Bow  don,  Erasmns  Dasinger,  AngnRtuR  L.  Gluice;  Norman 
McCrany,  Charles  H.  Spencer,  James  F.  Walker — 8. 

MoNTooMEBY  No.  11. — Franklin  Morris,  Louis  Goldman,  Isaao 
Schwartz-  3. 

Athens  No.  16. — David  B.  Yarborough,  William  O.  Sowell,  Octavius 
B.  Hursey,  James  D.  Jones,  William  B.  McWilliams — 5. 

La  Fayette  No.  26. — Volney  Boardman,  Jacob  L.  Levy,  John  B. 
Reid-3. 

Selma  Fraternal  No.  27.— Robert  McKee,  Samuel  P.  Towne— 2. 

Wetumpka  No.  39. — Charles  A.  Due — 1. 

Mobile  No.  40. — Hugh  L.  Hopper,  George  F.  King,  George  W, 
Smith,  Thomas  A.  Boon,  Andrew  B.  Nelson,  William  A.  Randlett, 
William  H.  Kelly,  William  P.  Hutchinson— 8. 

Gaston  No.  14. — Radford  E.  Mobley  -1. 

Demopolis  No.  49. — Joseph  P.  Williams,  John  B.  Grayson — 2 

Union  No.  50. — Willis  Wills,  Robert  H.  Harper,  James  H.  Max- 
well -3. 

New  Market  No.  52  —William  H.  Hamaker — 1. 

Mount  Moriah  No.  55.— John  J.  Ball,  John  R.  Cockrell,  James  W. 
Gates,  Edward  J.  Jones,  Joseph  J.  Moorhead,  Robert  M.  Noland, 
John  T.  Stinsnn,  Milton  W.  Curry,  Joseph  A.  Lee,  John  Campbell, 
Robert  Campbell,  Anthon  8.  Dcrryburg,  Samuel  M.  Story — 13. 

TiioY  No.  56.— Josiah  Wilson— 1. 

Benton  No.  59.— Richard  H.  Riggs,  Hendry  A.  Handy,  James  M, 
Smoke,  Thomas  Williams— 4. 

Saint  Johns  No.  62.-  William  W.  Honie,  Carnie  Leslies,  Sheppard 
W.  King-  3. 

Social  No.  63.  —Augustus  H.  Persons,  William  B.  Allen— 2. 

KrREKA  No.  64.-  Frank  M.  Black,  Matthew  P.  OoUoway,  Caleb  B. 
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Low,  James  McFenin,  Samnel  B.  Otis,  Thomas  £.  Perkins,  James 
R.  Porterfield,  James  A.  Stnbbs,  Jackson  W.  Stewart — 9. 

Hampden  Sidney  No.  67. — Elijah  J.  Humphrey,  William  Martin, 
Charles  P.  Sparronberger,  William  C.  Sager,  Nathaniel  Jeffries,  Clar- 
ence H.  Bullock  -  6. 

HowAUD  No.  (it). — George  H.  Discher,  William  C.  Gaynor — 2. 

Central  No.  70.  -James  M.  Reynolds,  Jesse  W.  Mahan— 2. 

Widow's  Son  No.  72.— Capers  C.  Jones,  William  G.  W.  Albrit- 
ton -2. 

Wilcox  No.  80.— Theodore  B.  Wilson— 1. 

Ebophotic  No.  84.— BurrellR.  Bradley — 1. 

Mebidian  Sun  No.  88.-  Daniel  B.  Edwards— 1. 

Prattville  No.  89. — T.J.  Kent  -1. 

PnsTEB  No.  90. — James  P.  Livingston — 1. 

Sawyer  No.  93. — Jenkins  Bennett,  John  W.  Martin,  William  Wood, 
Sandrew  D.  Parker,  Robert  A.  Boyd,  Wallace  W.  Dobson,  Daniel  M. 
Smith,  James  F.  M.  Davis,  James  P.  D.  Murphy,  Evans  T.  Disharoon, 
Thomas  M.  Linly — 11. 

TucKABATcuEE  No.  9G. — Jamos  P.  Norris,  James  F.  Waddell— 2. 

LozAHATCHEE  No.  97. — Ira  Webb,  Francis  M.  McCaghren,  William 
J.  Stewart,  Hugh  Edge,  John  McGrooghan,  John  C.  Wilson,  James  H. 
Savage,  Wei  don  P.  Hughes,  George  M.  McCurry,  James  T.  Dozier, 
William  H.  Stocks,  William  J.  Carroll,  William  C.  Houren,  Robert  E. 
Lewis — 14. 

Fulton  No.  98— Hamilton  C.  Graham,  James  E.  Kennedy,  James 
J.  Hall-3. 

Hartwell  No.  101. — Zachariah  H.  Clardy — 1. 

Good  Samaritan  No.  104. — Elsah  Phillips,  J.  W.  Dobbs,  John 
Jones,  Da\'id  A.  Coker — 4. 

Forest  Hill  No.  110. — John  H.  Hudgins — 1. 

NoTAsuLOA  No.  119. — Isaac  O.  Rutherford,  William  J.  Philips,  John 
T.  Estes,  John  J.  Bufford,  Benjamin  F.  Bedell,  Richard  W.  Hutchins, 
Fernando  Lowe,  Almarino  G.  Duke,  Joseph  H.  Norton— 9. 

Camp  Hill  No.  120. — .John  W.  Flemming,  John  J.  Fligh,  George 
G.  Hall,  Ezekiel  Wyettc    -4. 

Felix  No.  124.  -Walter  T.  G.  Cobb,  Daniel  Cole,  Robert  H.  Grif- 
fin—3. 

Geneva  No.  129.--  Sim  Calk,  John  T.  Coleman,  Joseph  J.  Summer- 
sett,  Martin  W.  Britt,  James  M.  Seglar,  Windfield  W.  Scott,  John 
Brown,  Mark  Wilcox,  Thomas  J.  Keith,  Ruel  E.  J.  Cumbad,  James 
N.  McDuffie  Jr.,  William  F.  McDuffie,  William  J.  Coleman,  Henry  H. 
Lewis,  William  Cox,  Ira  Myers — 16. 

Columbia  No.  135. — Wiley  Williams — 1. 
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Unttt  No.  136.--Wimam  C.  Clark,  Allen  Tucker— 2. 

Shelby  No.  140. — Aaron  Stone,  Thomas  W.  Shroder,  Theophilns 
W.  Tinsloy,  Ferdinand  Ne>\'man,  Samnel  B.  Rosser — 5. 

Fraternitt  No.  145. — Henry  M.  Tidmore — 1. 

NixBUBOH  No.  154. — Harry  McKcnny,  David  L.  McCallister — 2. 

MAT8YIL.LE  No.  155. — James  A.  McKenzie,  James  Sanford,  John 
McMabon,  Gates  McMahon,  John  Lawler,  William  L.  Giles — 6. 

Mount  Hope  No.  168. — John  D.  McCreary,  John  MoGlnng — 2. 

Elba  No.  170.— Charles  S.  Lee,  Hngh  Windham- 2. 

Andrew  Jackson  No.  173.— Millard  F.  Flinn,  William  B.  Hnghes, 
Bonjaiuin  Jones,  Clifton  W.  Kennedy — 4. 

Mount  Hilliard  No.  180.— James  Cogbum,  Thorns  M.  Gholson, 
David  C.  Bottor— 3 

Chattahoochee  No .  192. — Joseph  Chambers — 1. 

Hopewell  No.  193 . —Columbus  W.  Mitchell,  PhilUp  F.  Mitchell, 
Bird  F.  Meriwether,  D^iinee  H.  Parker,  Stephen  L.  Smith,  Frank  M. 
Bamett,  James  M.  Childress — 7. 

Hillabee  No.  107. — William  D.  Saxon,  Bartholomew  T.  Goza,  Jas- 
per P.  Williams,  William  A.  Bryant,  Samuel  Bell,  William  Brooks— 6 

Stlacauoa  No.  200.— Benjamin  F.  Cliett.  Albert  J.  Crumpler,  Harris 
Campbell— 3. 

Helicon  No.  201. — George  Petrio,  Daniel  C.  Crenshaw — 2. 

Valley  No.  203.— Richard  J.  Tankersley,  Burrell  K.  Teel— 2. 

>IaeshallNo.  209.— Solomon  C.  Capehart,  William  H.  Todd— 2. 

Putnam  No.  212.— George  W.  L.  Noel,  Thomas  Williams,  George 
Forester,  Samuel  Price,  John  M.  Culpepper,  Stephen  Stephens, 
Robert  B.  F.  Robinson— 7. 

Sam  Dixon  No.  218. — John  W.  Tatum,  James  H.  Leath,  GeorgeJW, 
Wimpis,  William  A.  J.  Wester,  Louis  N.  Echols— 5. 

Western  Star  No.  22. — Reding  H.  Jones,  James  H.  Holmes,  Ben- 
jamin F.  Watson,  William  H.  Moody,  TheophUus  T.  Donald— 6. 

Dallas  No.  228.— Charles  W\  Brown,  John  W.  Landers,  Cooper  B. 
Tate,  Alonzo  L.  Higginbottom,  Nicholas  T.  Leverett— 5. 

Ramer  No.  243.— WiUiam  F.  Niblett.  Henry  W.  Urquhart-2. 

John  Payne  No.  245.— John  D.  Walker,  Benjamin  F.  Story— 2. 

Harrison  No.  246.  -  James  V.  Bradley,  Josiah  Snider,  James  A. 
Walker,  Benjamin  P.  Knlay,  Thomas  J.  Login,  Asa.  D.  Lowery, 
James  M.  Gibson,  William  O.  Thomas — 8. 

Lawrence  No.  248. — Thomas  B.  Richards— 1 

Amand  No.  250.— Moses  D.  Pinson— 1. 

North  Port  No.  252.— John  J.  Davis— 1. 

Rose  Hill  No.  253. -John  Howard,  Stephen  Woodam — 2. 
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GATiiBSYXLUB  No.  256.— John  L.  F.  Henderson,  James  A.  Gallons, 
Henry  Winter,  John  Winter — 4. 

Bellyille  No.  260. — Joseph  H.  Galley,  Batt  M.  Johnson,  James  T. 
Andrews— 3. 

BuTLEB  Speinos  No.  270. — John  G.  Lazenby— 1. 

Pea  Bivbb  No.  271.— John  T.  Wilkins,  George  A.  Winslow,  William 
McCall,  Hamilton  L.  Hudson — 4. 

Spbikgyille  No.  280.— Benjamin  F.  Jones,  Anderson  G.  Nannelly, 
Allen  Keavis  Jr.,  William  Harrison,  George  W.  Williams — 5. 

Clinton  No.  287.— Henry  E.  Hughes— 1. 

Gillespie  No.  290. — Thomas  D.  Ennis,  William  M.  Ennis — 2. 

Wabbekton  No.  320.— Beuben  Noble — 1. 

Chabity  No.  331. — James  A.  Ray— 1. 

OliyebNo.  334. — Alexander  Garleton — 1. 

Johnson  No.  337.— George  A.  Albritton— 1. 

Cleab  Cbeek  No.  340. — William  B.  Godsey,  Josiah  Commiens — 2. 

PiKEviLLE  No.  344. — James  M.  Hall,  Alvin  N.  Jones,  George  W. 
Metcalf,  William  H.  Neal,  Uriah  Wilson— 5. 

HuBTSBOBO  No.  346. — Mark  S.  Dickinson — 1. 

Wilson  Williams  No.  351. — John  W.  Hodo,  William  A.  Danberrj*- 2. 

RuTLEDGB  No.  357.— Goorgo  W.  Thagard,  Marion  T.  Mathei»-s-  2. 

Town  Cbeek  No.  361.— James  H.  Foster,  Felix  G.  McGregor,  Wil- 
liam J.  Bean,  Littleton  P.  Seay- 4. 

Pleasant  Site  No.  364.— John  G.  McClung— 1. 

Athelston  No.  361). — Belton  O.  James — 1. 

BuHSELLYiLLE  No.  371.— John  A.  Mc Williams — 1. 

Sauta  Cbeek  No.  376.— Samuel  Johnson — 1. 

Weooutka  No.  378. — James  T.  Nelson,  Murtin  V.  Kobertson,  Jacob 
Nelson,  John  McKay,  Thomas  J.  McCain — 5. 

BoBEBT  £.  Lee  No.  379.  —  James  J.  Bizzell,  Liaac  Knowles,  Daniel 
Kyser— 3. 

OhatcheeNo.  380.— Starling  B.  Cochran,  Richard  H.  Griffin,  Ezekiel 
J.  T.  Davis,  James  H.  Jones — 4. 

BiBMiNOHAM  Fbatebnal  No.  384.— Goldthwaite  W.  Hewitt,  WiUiam 
S.  Brown,  Robert  Stephens,  Richoad  R.  Beasley,  George  A.  Cardwell, 
James  £.  Hawkins — 6. 

Tbinity  No.  380.— George  G.  Roop— 1. 

NE^TJrBOH  No.  388.— Cicero  J.  Hollo  way,  John  G.  Whitlock,  John 
Hulsey,  George  Hnlsey,  Francis  M.  Thompson,  John  C.  Roberts— 6. 

North  Bobdek  No.  391.— William  G.  Wright— 1. 

Hickory  Flat  No.  392— Nathaniel  E.  Baker,  Seaborn  W.  Smith, 
James  H.  Ilincs  Jr.,  Asa  W.  Farrow — 4. 


1883.]  APPENDIX.  191 

Black  Oak  No.  397.— Levi  A.  Berry,  WilliAm  Berry,  Thomas  S. 
Rains — 3. 

Hartsell  No.  398. — Thomas  P.  Taylor,  John  D.  McClanahan,  Sid- 
ney A.  Vest,  Charles  H.  Cooper— 4. 

Chilvebsburo  No.  403. — Pinkney  L.  McCall — 1. 

Doric  No.  406. — Armstead  Y.  Moorefield— 1. 

North  Biter  No.  407.— John  I.  Hendrix,  Samuel  A.  Malone — 2. 

PoNDTowN  No.  409. — Lewis  M.  Sasser,  Alsey  B.  Hathaway— 2, 

Helena  No.  410. — William  K.  Cross,  William  Becket,  Archibald  C. 
Wilson  Sen.— 3. 

Jemison  No.  411. — Allen  Atkinson,  Seaborn  E.  Cleckler,  William  B. 
Crosby,  James  L.  Williams,  Pinckney  C.  Cost — 5. 

Ambruson  No.  412. — William  H.  Jones— 1. 

Hion  Shoals  No.  413. — William  A.  Lippham,  Nestor  G.  Bailey, 
William  Stett,  John  W.  Blair,  William  Barrett,  Joseph  W .  Robertson, 
Thomas  Weathers— 7. 

Oak  Level  No.  416. — John  A.  J.  Alewine,  William  Loveren — 2. 

Clanton  No.  423. — Jesse  8.  Edwards,  James  M.  Stanfield,  William 
Vines,  Andrew  J.  Wilson,  Doctor  J.  Childers,  George  W.  Wilson, 
Rudolph  Ehrman — 7. 

George  Wn^oN  No.  424.— William  P.  Bird— 1. 

Beloreen  No.  428.— Joel  G.  Moody,  William  J.  Thompson — 2. 
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EEINSTATED. 


Hejlion  No.  1.— George  W.  Berry,  Hiram  Brewster,  Albert  B. 
Erskine,  Thomas  J.  Howe,  \7illiam  D.  Minton — 5. 

BisiNG  ViBTUK  No.  4. — Kennedy  W.  Alston — 1. 

GiLEAD  No.  9.— John  G.  Ghapman,  Haywood  Yanghn,  Allen 
Ghristian,  Joseph  B.  Daniels — 4. 

RoTAL  White  Habt  No.  10. — Momford  Collins — 1. 

Athens  No.  16. — Rodah  V.  Horton,  Benjamin  M.  SorreU,  Andrew 
J.  Johnson,  Benjamin  Lee  Allen,  John  William  Tillman,  John  Wil- 
liam Johnston— 6. 

Dale  No.  25. — Samuel  S.  Stanberry — 1. 

Selma  Fbatebnal  No.  27. — Peter  Gampbell,  Charles  B.  Goins, 
David  Wilson -3. 

CouBTLAND  No.  37.— William  G.  Campbell,  Thomas  J.  Graham, 
Joseph  Wheeler,  Daniel  Cooper,  William  F.  Morely,  Thomas  Sprag- 
gins— 6. 

Wetumpka  No.  39. — Harris  Stoames — 1. 

Mobile  No.  40.— Eugene  A  Eastbum,  Isaac  R.  Young,  George  H. 
Hall,  Edward  E.  England— 4. 

Livingston  No.  41 — Lemuel  F.  Whitehead,  WLUiam  Beggs— 2. 

Union  No.  50.— Frank  Phillips,  Wilson  Etheruge — 2. 

Gbeening  No.  53. — Jeptha  Blacksher — 1. 

Mount  Mobiah  No.  55. — Elihu  Cox— 1. 

Tbot  No.  50.— Thomas  Lawson — 1. 

Bexton  No.  59. — Horatio  W.  Edwards — 1. 

ToMPKiNSviLLE  No.  61.— Johu  Wesley  Johnson — 1, 

Saint  Johns  No.  62.— 3Iax  Wise,  H.  Rosenborg— 2. 

Centbal  No.  70.— Marshall  N.  Alexander — 1. 

TouoPEKA  No.  71.— James  M.  Smith,  William  H.  Shepard,  James 
B.  Turner— 3. 

Soix)MON  No.  74. — James  Brooks— 1. 

Fbiendship  No.  83.— John  T.  McSpaddcu — 1. 

Pbattville  No.  89.  —Patrick  Ahearn— 1. 

Sawyeb  No.  93.— Jacob  Overton — 1. 

Lozahatches  No.  97. — William  H.  Kirk— 1. 
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Habtw'ell  No.  101. — Richnrd  Q.  Robei'ts,  Louis  L.  Cody— 2. 

SniLOH  No.  105. — J.  Warren  Morgan— 1. 

Camp  Hill  No.  120.— Marion  L.  D.  Pitman— 1. 

Felix  No.  124.— Samuel  T.  Hall,  Andrew  J.  Smith— 2. 

Hebxdon  No.  125.— John  W.  Leatherwood— 1. 

Geneva  No.  120.— Daniel  Vaughan— 1. 

Wiley  No.  134.— John  C.  Ratton— 1. 

Fbatebnity  No.  145. — Julius  A.  Collins— 1. 

RoDGERaviLLE  No.  147. — George  Shoemaker,  Archibald  D.  Ray— 2. 

Bladon  Speinos  No.  151. — Edward  Tabb,  James  L.  Lenore,  Henry 
H.  Powo  -3. 

Maybvtlle  No.  158. — Andrew  J.  Bym,  John  N.  Tompson.  .2. 

Penick  No.  161. — James  H.  McBrayer,  William  Powell,  Newton  J« 
Sanford,  Thomas  Warrick,  Elias  M.  Williams  -5. 

Fellowship  No.  172. — James  B.  Hodo,  John  Sloan — 2. 

Andbew  Jackson  No.  173.  —Whit  W.  Brame,  Elijah  Wynn,  William 
E  Graves — 3. 

Mount  Hilliabd  No.  180. — A.  D.  Fielder,  Daniel  Moore,  Burrel  E. 
Braswell,  Lloyd  J.  Williams,  George  F.  Davis — 5. 

Mount  Eagle  .No.  185. — Francis  M.  Sailor,  John  B.  Gambell — 2. 

Clintonville  No.  188. — George  W.  Gunter — 1. 

Hillabee  No.  197. — James  D.  Baker,  John  R.  Pearson— 2. 

Sylacauoa  No.  200.— John  T.  Applewhite,  John  J.  Hightowor — 2. 

Helicon  No.  201. — Thomas  G.  Jefcoat,  William  T.  Bedsole,  Simeon 
C.  Stough,  Mark  L.  Jackson,  John  S.  Pitts  —5. 

Alexandeb  No.  208. — Elbert  G.  Morris,  James  O.  Brown,  Elisha  V. 
Weaver — 3. 

Mabhhall  No.  209. — William  F.  Chandler,  James  W.  Hodges— 2. 

Sam  Dixon  No.  218. — Joseph  P.  Whorton,  Abram  Roberts — 2. 

Linbville  No.  219. — Thomas  J.  Hodnett,  Thomas  M.  Spirlin,  Wil- 
liam O.  Jenkins — 3. 

Santa  Fe  No.  220.— Lafayette  McVey— 1. 

James  Penn  No.  227. — Richard  B.  Lingo — 1. 

Dallas  No.  228. — Wilson  M.  Ligon,  Samuel  O.  Striplin — 2, 

Sepuloa  No.  233.— Benjamin  F.  Saucer— 1. 

Habpebsvillr  No.  235. — Alonzo  M.  Jones,  Dillard  Baldwin,   Wil- 
liam L.  Dickerson,  Ira  C.  Dickerson,  John  L.  Ferguson— 5. 

Dawson  No.  244. — Wiley  J.  Langsdon,  James  Nichols,  Rufus  Shell, 
William  P.  Bass,  Jo::n  A.  Langsdon,  James  Langsdon — 6. 

Harrison  No.  24f). — William  O.  Carter,  William  Huggins — 2. 

Crop  WELL  No.  247. — Robert  Cook,  Thomas  Beavers — 2. 

Lawrence  No.  248. — Robert  B.  Holder — 1. 

Camp  Cbssk  No.  251.— Jefferson  Cook— 1. 
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BosE  Hnx  No.  253. — Jefferson  B.  Myers— 1. 

Gatlemville  No.  256. — Ebenezer  Cunningham— 1. 

Bellville  No.  260.— Pinkney  Giddens — 1. 

Talladeoa  No.  261.— Peter  S.  Reynolds— 1. 

Clifton  No.  272.— Williftin  B.  Sheffield— 1. 

Fbankfobt  No.  275. — John  Winter — 1. 

Clinton  No.  287.— Charles  S.  Johns— 1. 

Fort  Deposit  No.  291.  -A.  Fuller  Goldsmith— 1. 

NoBRis  No.  301. — William  Jemigan — 1. 

Jonesbobo  No.  315. — Jacob  Sharp,  James  Baker  —2. 

Wajibenton  No.  320. — Rufus  Herron— 1. 

HoLLT  Gboye  No.  323. — llonry  Robinson,  John  R.  Putman,  Scott 
Peters— 3. 

Blue  Eye  No.  332.— Arthur  T.  Wood— 1. 

Nanafalia  No.  335. — Josiah  N.  Ross,  Newctt  Coward — 2. 

Albebt  Pike  No.  339. — Goodloe  Pride— 1. 

Cleab  Cbeek  No.  340.— Thomas  J.  Cowart— 1. 

PiKEYiLLE  No.  344. — Erasmus  A.  Mixon,  William  K.  Westbrook— 2. 

Van  Buben  No.  355. — William  A.  Small,  Warren  D.  Sims,  Marshal 
M.  Nicholson,  Thomas  F.  Weaver,  Amos  M.  Weaver,  Thomas  J. 
Nicholson  —6. 

RuTLEDGS  No.  357. — John  J.  Owens,  James  M.  Perkins,  William  A 
Finlay  -3. 

Newtonville  No.  360.— George  W.  Gravlee,  Frank  A.  Brotherton, 
William  Johnson— 3. 

Pleasant  Site  No.  364.  —Thomas  J.  Redwine— 1. 

CoTACo  No.  366.  -William  J.  Loggins— 1. 

Cboss  Plains  No.  368.— Nathaniel  Tracy,  Joshua  £.  Brock,  Jonios 
T.  Tracy,  William  H.  McGinnis-4. 

Athelston  No.  369. —Alexander  W.  DeBardeladen — 1. 

Sauta  Cbeek  No.  376. -William  T.  Pool— 1. 

Lake  Crrr  No.  377.— Pierce  D.  Bulger— 1. 

Weooufka  No.  378.— Robert  R.  King,  Robert  H.  Candle— 2. 

Robebt  E.  Lee  No.  379.— Charles  D.  Beard,  Benjamin  D.  Ma- 
son- "2. 

Ohatches  No.  380.— Caleb  M.  Brewton -1. 

Ben  Pope  No.  383.— Samuel  H.  Wilson,  Sam  Orr,  JoLn  E. 
Walker-3. 

Newbuboh  No.  388.— Rufus  S.  Mitchell— 1. 

Valley  Head  No.  394. — Samuel  McSpadden — 1. 

Falkville  No.  396. — William  B.  Sams,  Joseph  G.  Brown — 2. 

DoBic  No.  406.  — Wiishington  Gilmore— 1. 

Jemison  No.  411. — William  B.  Duwson  -1. 
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High  Shoals  No.  413.— William  H.  Voftls,  Williftm  A.  Moses,  Hiram 
E.  Hester— 3. 
ScLPHUB  Spring  No.  414.— James  H.  Canant— 1. 
Oak  Lir\*EL  No.  415. — Alpbeas  A.  Hnrst — 1. 
George  Smith  No.  417. — Samael  J.  Huoy— 1. 
Broomtowk  No.  420.— William  P.  Pickle— 1* 
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SUSPENDED  FOR  UNMASONIC  CONDUCT. 


James  p.  Coflfoy Benton No.   69 

John  W.  King,  until  AprU  14,  1884. . .     Notasulga "    119 

Percival  Cumboii Geneva "   129 

Thomas  P.  Kellv Santa  Fe "   226 

BS^eu  w:  &'::::::::::::::::::  i^^^"'« "^ 

William  Henderson Cross  Phiins "   368 

Lewis  P.  Leonard Helena "   410 


EXPELLED. 


Isaac  N.  Thomas Shelby No.  140 

William  F.  Clements Clintonville *•  188 

James  K.  KilRore ) 

James  T.  Robinson >•  York •<  211 

John  R.  Sartaih ) 

Henry  Anderson Pea  River "  271 

Van  B.  Williams Town  Creek "  361 

Thomas  J.  Holtam Birmingham  Fraternal  '*  384 

James  W.  Hine Trinity «*  386 

William  M.  Cooper Hpw  Ridge «•  399 

fiobert  M.  Gk>oagame Clanton <«  423 
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1883. 

AT  REFRESHMENT  ABOVE. 


John  Van  Valkenberg,  Anp,  18  Helion No.  1 

James  8.  DickinBon,  July  23, 1882 |  i^.  ___  „  m 

Elijah  C.  Sullivan.  Jan.  25 \  ^^^^ ' 

Boswell  Turner,  Aug.  31—65  years  . .  I  p-i__^  «<  o 

Lewis  E.  Crumbly,  Sept.  8-4G  years,  f  ^"^^^ ^ 

George  H.  Slaughter,  July  24 Royal  White  Hart *•  10 

Robert  P.  Riddle ) 

John  Hammorly,  Fob.  16 >•  Athens "  16 

Martin  T.  Sumner ) 

Thomas  J.  Adams,  Jan.  25 — 44  years.     Saint  Albans "  22 

Gabriel  S.  Handley,  Feb  2 )  -^  ,  ,,  „- 

Samuel  G.  Cochran,  June  16 \^^^ ^ 

John  F.  Courley,  Fob.  18 Selma  Fraternal "  27 

James  H.  WeUs,  Sept.  5 Rising  Sun «*  29 

Duncan  McNeill,  Sept.  25—61  years. .     Autauga "  31 

John  M.  Powers,  April  5 ) 

Leroy  Donns,  April  19 >-  Washington "  Stt 

Benjamin  Pybas,  June  26 ) 

Alfred  D.  Simmons,  March  4 Courtland "  37 

Warren  D.  Barker,  Dec.  14, '82— 31  y'rs    Wetumpka **  39 

John  D.  naynie,  July  15  -66  years . . .     Mobile "  40 

Preston  G.  Nash,  Feb.  20 Livingston "  41 

Richard  D.  Williams,  May Hiram "  42 

Joseph  H.  Armstrong,  October  10 Demopolis *<  49 

John  M.  Jeffins,  April  15-47,  9,  16. .     Union *«  50 

Gustavo  F.  Mertins,  Aug.  27 — 54  y'rs.     Greening: •«  53 

Charles  L.  Fott,  April  22—47  years. .  ) 

Elihu  Cox,  July  7—74  years \  Mount  Moriah "  55 

John  W.  F.  Lourry,  July  9— 40  years.  ) 

John  L.  Foster— 46  years j 

Archelaus  G.  Cosby,  July  3—66  years  V  Troy "  56 

Thomas  Lawson,  October  20 — 75  years  ) 

James  M.  Alexander  Jr.,  Sept.  27 Tuskegee **  67 

L^uis  GrunTbles,' Septembers!;!'.!!!  f^®°*^° "  ^ 

John  W.  Taylor,  October  22 Tompkinsville *<  61 

James  A.  Hayes,  February  11 Saint  Johns **  62 

Thomas  M.  Bragg,  Nov.  28.  1882. ... 

Archibald  M.  Reid,  November  8 

Eli  T.  Robinson,  February  20 ,  „        j       t?.j,  .,  «- 

John  Sparrenbo W,  Juni  2 }  Hampden  Sidney -  67 

Alexander  W.  Doering,  April  28 Howard "  69 

(13) 


Eureka "    64 
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William  McConanghy,  Apr.  2-76  y're    Central No,  70 

Benjamin  R.  Crabbe,  September  29. .     Tohopeka "    71 

WilUam  H.  Hubbard,  Sept.  25-69y'r8    Solomon «*    74 

Templeton  Holloway,  Mar.  19-62y*r8/ p  ,        .,,  ,,    -^ 

Stephen  Bvrd,  March  23-67  years . . .  f  ^^^^^^^e '» 

John  P.  McKee,  Gctober  17 WUcox **    80 

James  W.  Crawford,  April  11—62  y'rs    Friendship •*     83 

John  W.  Wheeler,  May  26 Erophotic "     W 

W.  L.  Robinson,  November  11 Prattville "     89 

Dempsey  Whiddon,  Dec.  26,  1882. . . .     Henry "     91 

Anderson  G.  Jones,  February  5 Tnckabatchee •*     96 

John  C.  Stewart,  Aug.   31 Lozahatchee "     97 

William  T.  Anderson,  July  27 HartweU "    101 

George  M.  Jaekson,  July  27 Shiloh "    105 

Robert  N.  Kirk,  Nov.  16 Forest  HiU "    110 

lliomas  C.  Shorrer Notasulga **    119 

Matthew  P.  Smith,  January  7 Hemdon "    125 

David  Garrison Geneva •*    129 

WiUiam  B.  Fetters,  Sept.  25— 80J  y'rs.     Columbia **    135 

John  H.  Grant,  June  — Baldwin "    142 

^h^o".^as?rns^^°g^^^^y;;^^^"  ^  -  ^^^ 

Anderson  W .  Colley,  July  13 Penick No.  161 

Gilbert  G.  Pate,  April  16—80  yrs FeUowship **    172 

S^|-.ra±s.kyii:::::::l^''<i--'-k- -  ^^^ 

li:rr^:S?;4rfiS^::::::::::li>-t<>'^« -  ^^ 

Josiah  Hodge,  Oct.  4 Catawla «*  186 

Anson  W.  Cooper,  Jan.  12 Tombigbee "  190 

Jonathan  G    ^^  oolf ,  May  23 )  TTiiUhefi  ««  1Q7 

Joseph  C.  McClendon,  June  1 ]  ^i"a»>«o ^^ 

Edward  V.  Pearre,  Jan.  19 Caledonia **  198 

^.r.^=ot'Fri7'!'.^^': : : : :  ( s^'^-s- "^ 

^l^iX^io::v.::-\^^'^ ••  «» 

James  S.  Stealmon,  Oct.  6  York "  211 

Benjamin  P.  Davis,  Dec.  3,  1882 Tensaw "  221 

John  R.  WatU,  June  1—72  yrs Western  Star "  222 

Alfred  Pool,  Oct.  24—66  yrs Sandy   Ridge "  223 

Daniel  B.  Hollis,  Sept.  2 Newton "  224 

Joseph  H.  Brown,   Nov.  12 Sepulga "  233 

Daniel   C.  Turrentine,  Sept.  11 Gadsden «*  236 

Thomas  J.  Hull,  Jan.  19— 67  yrs Coosa **  242 

James  T.  Stallings,  April  1 Dawson **  244 

John  T   Farr,  Jan  .2 Amand "  250 

George  W .  Lawrence,  July  16 Gaylcsville *•  256 

Jonathan  B.  Komine,  March  23 ] 

257 


Peter  H.  Cheathama,  April  13 [  !?*,,;«  « 

Robert  Da>n8,  Aug.   13 [  ^^^° 

Peter  N.  Boshell,  Nov J 

John  M.  Vandiver,  Feb.   2 Talladega ««    261 

Alexander  Reynolds,  Sept.   10 Larkinsville «*    277 

Newman  T.  McCoUum,  Sept .  1 Charles  Baskerville. . .  "    281 


1883.]  APPENDIX.  109 

Isam  G.  Fnndcrbnrk,  April  6 Georgiana No.  285 

William  Jernigan,  Sept.  20 — 83  yrs. .  )  v«_:_  <<    oni 

Ernest  A.  Gray,  Oct.  18-^7  yrs..,.  f  ^^ms aui 

Andrew  J.  Hall,  May  11 Central  City "  306 

William  C .  Howton, JoneHboro **  316 

Richard  H.  Taliaferro,  Doc.  5,-374  y.    Holly  Grove "  323 

James  A.  Jones,  June  20—50  yrs |  rn,.-:!.-,  «  qqi 

Raphael  R.  McPhorson,  Sept .  3—63  y.  (  ^'^^^7 »^^ 

Skipwith  Coale,  June  20 Oliver "  334 

Levi  L .  Daniel,  July  2 Johnson **  337 

Lemuel  D.  Thomas,  Sept .  12, 1882 . . .     Albert  Pike "  339 

Jesse  D.  Hyde,  May  10 Clear  Creek "  340 

James  B.  Smith,  Jan.  8—50  yrs Ragan **  341 

George  F.  Hamilton,  May  20 Pikeville "  344 

James  Raskny,  Jan.  13 Bienville <*  348 

^e':iats2:^lVa!^L!^::::::::::(«-*^'^ "  ^ 

ToliTerF.  Liinders,  July27 Van  Buren "    356 

EdwordB.  Stanley  Jan    16,  1882...  I  ^         ^reek "    361 

Francis  W.  Sykes,  Jan.  6 J  *vw**  v^x««7i>.  w* 

Nathaniel  Tracy,  Jan .  16 Cross  Plains "  368 

Belton  O.  James,  June  21 Athelstan **  368 

Miles  Rea,  Sept.  7 Russellville "  371 

William  F.  McCormick,  Aug.  5 Sauta  Creek •*  376 

John  M.  Mills,  Aug.  25 lohatcheo  "  S80 

WiUiam  H.  Anderson,  March  20 j  ^^^^^^ »W 

Joseph  B.  Robinson,  Dec.  31,  '82, 26  y.  J  rp-„;x„  «  oqa 

John  A.  Lile,  Aug.  2-59  yrs f  ™^^y ^^ 

Angus  W.  Barnard Haw  Ridge «*  399 

Aaron  T.  House,  August ) 

John  C.  Dunman,  February >  Hanceville **  400 

Andrew  J.  Manning,  June ) 

James  N.  demons,  Jan.  29 5  Oreene  Hill  «    409 

BurrisC.  West,  June  15 JUreenemil 4Uas 

Joseph  H.  Lindsay,  May  11 Childersburg "  403 

David  Saxon,  Feb.  23 Doric "  406 

William  Robertson,  April  2  (  a^u«,„««  «<  ^io 

Levi  F.  ADtchcU,  Oct.  1 [  Amberson 412 

Louis  S.  Glover,  Nov.  20,  1882 Williamsburg "    416 

William  H.  Snow,  Sept.  23 George  Smith •*    417 

William  Smith,  Oct.  9 Broomtown "    420 

Leroy  R.  Sims,  June  20 I  Shorterville  "    4S9 

Henry  G.  Peterman,  Oct.  12 ^  Huortervme 4^ 

James  E.  Lowo,  Oct.  2G Clanton "    423 

Martin  V.  Davis,  Dec.  23 George  Wilson "    424 

George  S.  Hall,  Sept.  30—43  yrs |  Belffreen  «    498 

AndrewT.  Bonds,  Nov.  5-63  yrs .. .  ^  ^^e^een ^m 
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LODGES  DELINQUENT  LN  1883. 


FOa  NON-'BEl''BSSENTATIOir. 


Macon No. 

Gilead 

Royal  White  Hart 

Athens 

La  Fayette 

Harmony 

Demopolis 

Jefferson 

Amity 

Tompkinsville 

Holsey ^ ....... . 

Crozier 

Wilcox 

Bellefonte 

Friendship 

Fnlton 

Benson 

Hermon 

Oak  Bowery 

Sylvan 

Perry  ville 

Camp  Hill 

Felix 

Mortimer  Reeder 

Boliver 

Yorkville 

Loachapoka  

Bethel 

Bnrleson 

Cold  Water 

Bladon  Spring 

Mount  Jefferson . .. , 

Maysville 

Clopton 

Fellowship 

Davie 

Delta 

Brush  Creek 

Chattahoochee 

8vlacauga 

^tanning   Spring 

Builders 

Sandy  Ridge 

Louisville 


7  ' 
9  ' 

10 

16 

26 

46 
*49 

51 

54 

61  , 

68 

78 

80  ■ 

82 

83 

98 
103 
106 
108 
111 
117 
120 
1-24 
126 
127 
131 
133  ' 
141 
143 
148  ' 

151  I 

152  ' 
153 
171 
172 
176 
189 
191 
192 
200 
204 
215 
223 
225 


Bexar No.  230 


Duck  Spring 

Fair  Mount " 

Harrison ** 

Quitman " 

Ervin " 

Walnut  Grove " 

Wind  Creek " 

Frankfort " 

Northern ** 

Charles  Baskerville " 

Walker «* 

Clinton ** 

CluttRville ** 

Warrenton " 

Pleasant  Hill..... " 

Holly  Grove " 

Viola ** 

FoTKland ** 

Clear  Creek " 

Echo " 

Heaton ; •* 

Van  Buren " 

Ashland " 

Barbour ** 

Scottsboro ** 

Houston ** 

Bell's  Ltinding " 

Gainesville ** 

Santa  Creek «* 

Lake  Citv " 


231 
238 
246 
254 
257 
264 
267 
275 
278 
281 
286 
287 
319 
320 

:m 

323 
324 
330 
340 
345 
:i54 
355 
356 
358 
359 
365 
373 
375 
376 
377 


Newburgh "    388 


Vernon ** 

Weathers *• 

Niirth  Border ** 

Hartsell ** 

Hanceville ** 

Hoboken " 

Oak  Level ♦* 

George  Smith " 

Hilton, «* 

Broonitown ♦* 

Culiiian  Fraternal *' 

Bc'lgreen 


ii 


3S9 
390 
391 
398 
400 
401 
415 
417 
419 
42i> 
421 
428 
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FOB  HON-PATMKMT  OF  DUES. 


Harmony No.    46 


JeflferHon •* 

Amity . . . 
Bellfonte 

BenHon * 

Oak  Bowery * 

Sylvan * 

Perryville 


(( 


51 
54 
82 
104 
108 
111 
117 


Fairmount No.  238 

Qnitman . 


Mortimer  Reotler "    120 


Boliver " 

Loachapoka ** 

Bethel ** 

Burleson ** 

Clopton " 

Davie ** 

Delta " 

Manning  Spring 


(( 


127 
133 
141 
143 
171 
176 
189 
204 


Builders •*    215 


Bexar 

Duck  Spring, 


230 
231 


Walnut  Grove! !.!....!..  "  264 

Wind  Creek *•  267 

Warrenton "  320 

Pleasant  Hill "  321 

Forkland "  330 

Clear  Creek "  340 

Ashland "  356 


Barbour " 

Scottsboro ** 

Houston " 

Bell's  Landing " 

Sauta  Creek «* 

Vernon ** 

Weathers " 

Hanceville ** 

Hoboken ** 

Hilton " 


368 
35d 
365 
373 
376 
389 
390 
400 
404 
419 


Cullman  Fraternal **    421 


FOB  NOT   MAKINQ  BBTUBHB. 


Harmony 

Jefferson 

Amity 

Bcllefonte 

Benson 

Oak  Bowery 

Sylvan 

Perryville 

M(»r timer  Reeder. 

Bolivar 

Loacha))oka 

Bethel 

Burleson 

Clopton 

Davie 

Delta 

Manning  Spring. . 
Builders 


No.  46 
*«  51 
54 
82 
103 
108 
111 
117 
126 
127 
133 
141 
143 
171 
176 
187 
204 
215 


(( 
(( 
(< 
(( 
(( 
(( 
<< 
(( 

<( 
(( 
(( 
(( 
tt 


Bexar No.  230 


Duck  Spring 


<( 


231 


Fair  Mount *«  238 

Quitman "  254 

Walnut  Grove •«  264 

Wind  Creek **  267 

Pleasant  Hill "  321 

Forkland "  330 

Ashland •«  356 

Barbour "  358 

Scottsboro "  359 

Houston  "  365 

Bell's  Landing "  373 

Vernon "  389 

Weathers "  390 

Hoboken "  404 

Hilton ««  419 

Cullman  Fraternal **  421 


CHABTEBS   FOBFEITKD  IN   1883. 


Saint  Stephens No.    81 

Danville "      95 

Salom         "      99 

Larkinsville "    277 


Madison  Station No.  329 

Oliver "    334 

Opelika «*    395 


LODGER  BEINSTATED. 


Alabama No.     3 

Florence **      14 

Hiram **      42 


DeKalb No.  116 

Hwdrix "    16^ 
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FORFEITED,    BEYOKED,   AMD  COHSOLIDATED . 

Numbers  2,  5,  12,  13,  15,  17,  18,  19,  20,  21,  23,  30,  32,  33,  34,  35* 
38,  45,  47,  48,  58,  60,  66,  73,  77,  79,  81,  85,  86,  87,  92,  94,  95,  99,  100, 
107, 109,  112,  113,  114,  115, 118,  121,  122,  123,  128,  130,  132,  137,  138, 
139,  150,  156,  157,  159,  160,  164,  165, 167,  169,  174,  175,  177,  179,  182, 
183,  184,  194,  195,  196,  202,  205,  206,  210,  213,  214,  216,  217,  290,  229, 
'  232,  234,  237,  239,  241,  249,  255,  258,  259,  263,  268,  269,  273,  274,  276, 
279,  282,  284,  288, 289,  304,  308,  316,  317,  318,  322,  325,  326,  327,  328, 
329,  333,  336,  342,  343,  347,  352,  362,  370,  372,  374,  382,  385,  387,  393, 
395,  401,  405,  418,  425,  427,  431—132. 
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RECAPITULATION. 


Lodges  that  were  represented 188 

Lodges  represented  by  Musters  or  other  officers , 153 

Lodges  represented  by  Proxies  only 35 

Representatives  that  were  present 232 

Members  reported  at  this  Grand  Ck>minnnication 7,055 

Estimate  of  members  not  reported 823 

Dnes  received  at  this  Orand  Gommnnication $3,625.00 

Lodges  that  made  Returns 244 

Lodges  that  made  no  Retarns 36 

Lodges  that  paid  their  Dnes 238 

Lodges  that  did  not  pay  their  Dues 42 

Lodges  nnder  Dispensation — not  owing  Dues 6 

Charters  forfeited  in  1883 7 

Lodges  reinstated  in  1883 5 

WoBX  OF  THE  Teas  1883. 

Number  Initiated 466 

Number  Passed 412 

Number  Raised 380 

Number  Affiliated 270 

Number  Rejected 86 

Number  Dimitted 352 

Number  that  Died . , 141 

Number  Suspended  for  Unmasonic  Conduct 8 

Number  Expelled 11 

Number  Suspended  for  Non-payment  of  Dues 365 

Number  RcinHtated 190 


204 


APPENDIX; 


[1883. 


n 


» 

O 
Q 

O 

o 
pa 

H 
X 

o 
pa 

C4 


O 

8 


s 


••a 


9 

lllillllssl^ll 


s^5 


I 


III! 


1883.] 


APPENDIX. 


205 


fito 
HOW 

*<  ST  > 

8  2  ^ 


■csaflfl5.2 


d  s  S  P«i 


*wsc» 


«'2 

w  W       -Si? 


2 

2  Co  fl  ►«  fl-S^ 


•a 


el     • 


e 


5s3a8^' 


fl  C       C 

2  o  »-* 


8 


a  ■  fl  a 


Sa55^s_^.Q^ 


onno 


•  ® 

.00 

a 


s©=3  2a 


eg 

M. 


rl 


.A  , 

ages? 

3  k  0  V  V 


l|!lllllill|l1Pils'|lll|lilillt|iililtf|l 


■|i|=1ilil|B|Hl3l|jl||l|Jl|l|isll||| 


1883.] 


APPENDIX. 


207 


►»  I-  t- 


0iVl  ^t^Mii  ^i^iljiiis  Hi  ^  iftsi 
'iljliliiiliillijliaialjiljlllllljlisl 


mm 

mi 

m 

umu 

III 

«iil 

s| 

k 

A 

m 

=i 

^ 

E 

iii 

ill 

i 

=1 

1883.] 


APPENDIX. 


209 


silly's;: 

00  ^  e«  CO  (E  H  oc 


0  >-• 


*^  "^  ^  >•»  "^  >^  SB 


tc>? 


o 


osW^ 


Issas^l 


®  ^*  «  -T 

^^  S«  C.iE 

•  »    • 

•  «    ■ 

•  •    • 

§  a  c   •  -  p 

llllMlllJlJiJilllliailMli 


filllllhiyllll 


O    ;    ■ 


^^  ^^f  ^^  ^^  ^W*  ^^  ^^  ^^   ^^  ^^  ^^  ^w" 


210 


APPENDIX. 


11883. 


< 
O 

o 

O 
Q 

(A 
O 


O 


< 
u 


Ha 


g 

O 


eS 


.a -5 


.2 
CS 
03 


_      .-, C  Ceo  »-«'*»5«  Woa** 


(- 

V 


!cgSg|KWj8 


"o  C  ®  s  ot>.3 


W-«3Wi 


12 


a 
S 

sJ5  ag" 

a  aJS«a  x 


»P 


?a 


2  * 

r;  .  a*   . 

:  i 
:1 


a 
o 


^^^oS 

_       .....•■  •*"  "^    mm    if 

«    .         o  a    -s^^  c  * 

V  -         »     M     *<         .  m4  —4  ^i«     .  ■*     ""^ 

Is'llls  f--M« 


o.a 


aEf- 
JZ  o  > 

u 


8 
"■♦» 


:  9i 

OD 

CS 


O  V     - 


5  k>  :=  c/:  ■>  "x  ^  -  a  * 


o 


CgxOO^gia<«1aocs  ^  Ef  fiu  K  S 


1883.1  APPENDIX*  211 


MEMOEANDA. 

KEPRESENTAT1\^S  OF  OTHER  GRAND  LODGES  NEAR  THE 

GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA. 

William  Dwioht  Wadswobth  Mont{i(yinery Arkansas. 

Brazil. 

Ktei»uen*H .  Beaslet Montfjomery BritiMh  Columbia. 

Geobue   F .  MooBE Montgomery Canada. 

RoBEBT  D.  Webb,  M.  D Liviiyjston District  of  Columbia. 

Geobge  D  .  NoBBis,  M .  D New  Market England . 

David  Clopton Montgomery Florida. 

Joseph  H  .  Johnson,   M  .  D . .  Talladega Georgia . 

Myles  Jeffebson  Gbeene^M.D  TaUatlega Greece . 

John  Gideon  Habbis Livingston Idaho . 

Daniel  Saybe Montgomery Illinois. 

Hen  BY  Clay  Abmstbong MonOjomery Indian  Territory. 

Peleg  Bbown Mobue Indiana. 

Daniel  Saybe Montgomerv Iowa. 

William  A.  O  Haba,  M .  D . . .  HarpersviUe Ireland. 

John  J.  Delchamps Mobile Italy . 

Kansas. 

Daniel  Saybe Montgomery Kentucky. 

David  Clopton Montgomery Louisiana. 

James  B.  Luckie,  M.  D Birmingham Maine. 

Joel  White Montuomery Maryland. 

Palmeb  J.  PiLLANS Mobu€ ^Michigan. 

Minnesota. 

Mississippi. 

Daniel  Saybe Monlgom^-y Missouri. 

Palmeb  J.  Pillans MolAle Nebraska. 

Palmeb  J.  Pillans Mobile New  Mexico. 

New  Jersey. 

Henby  Clay  Tompkins MonUjomery New  York. 

Gecjbge  D.  Nobbis,  M.  D New  Market North  Carolina. 

Daniel  Saybe Montgomery Nova  Scotia. 

Danucl  Saybe Monlijomery Oregon. 

Pennsylvania. 

Nicholas  Stallwobth Evergreen Peru. 

GEOBCiE  P.  Habbihon  Jb Opellka Prince  Edward  Island 

Horatio  C.  (ibayson Cfioctaw  Corner Rhode  Island. 

Geobcje  D.  Norris New  Market Tennessee. 

Nathaniel  D.  Cboss .Se/ma Texas. 

Daniel  Smith Mobile Vermont. 

MobUe West  Virginia. 

Danucl  Smith Mobile Wisconsin. 
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MEMOEANDA. 

BEPKESENTATIVES  OF  THE  GKAND  LODGE  OF  AIABAMA 

NEAR  OTHER  GRAND  LODGES. 

EiiBEBT  H.  Enolish LitUe  Rock ArkAnsas. 

Pedso  Antonio  Gtombz Hio  Janeiro Brazil. 

SAifUKL  B .  Habman ToroiUo Canada. 

AuEXANDEB  AiiFBED  Gbeen  . . .  Victor'ui British  Columbia. 

Phillip  H.  Hook Washincjlon District  of  Colombia. 

Bbackstone  Baksb       London England. 

Okobge  F.  Baltzbll Mariana Florida. 

William  A.  Love ^iUania Georgia. 

Alexan'b  p.  Alexandbopulos Greece. 

Chables  P  .  Bildebback Boise  (My Idaho. 

Jambs  A.  Hawlet Dixon Illinois. 

Joseph  S.  Mubbow Aioka Indian  Territory. 

Mabtin  H.  Rice Indianapolis Indiana. 

OziAs  P.  Watebs Muscatine Iowa . 

Fkancis  Quinn Dublin Ireland .  • 

Thomas  J.  Andebson Topehi Kansas. 

Chales  Tilden Louisville Kentucky. 

Samuel  M.  Todd Xew  Orleans Louisiana. 

Josiah   H.  Dbummond Portland Maine. 

William  M.  Isaac Baititnore Maryland . 

Abthub   M.  Clabk Lexington Michigan. 

Richabd  a.  Jones Hodiesier Minnesota. 

Fbank  Bdbkitt Okolona Mississippi. 

James  E.  Cadle CkHlicoihe Missouri. 

James  W.  Chauduck Sditraska  Cdy Nebraska. 

William  Silas  Whitehead.  ..Newark New  Jersey. 

David  J.  Milleb Santa  Fe New  Mexico. 

Daniel  T.  Walden Xew  Vork New  York. 

Donald  W.  Bain Raleigh North  Carolina. 

Nova  Scotia. 

James  R.  Bailey OorixiUis Oregon. 

Richabd  Vaux PhUadelphia Pennsylvania. 

Hebnano  Justiniano  Cabbeba Xima Peru. 

Donald  Dabbach Kensington Prince  EdM'ard  Island 

Daniel  Thomas Sherbrooke Quebec. 

D>\ioht  R.  Adams CenireviUe Rhode  Island. 

William  T.  Handle XashviUe Tennessee. 

Henby M.  Smith Rutland Vermont. 

Edwabd  M.  Lackland Omrlestown West  Virginim. 

Joseph  Habolton MUicaukee Wisconsin. 


■•No.  I   Muuiit  .Strt;»?t,  Croucoiit* 
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GBAND  SECKETAKIES  AND  THEIR  ADDRESS. 


0.  Alabama Daniel  Sayre Montgomery. 

1.  Arkansas Fay  Hempstead Little  Rook. 

2.  California Alexander  Gnrdon  Abell. .  .San  Francisoo. 

3.  Colorado Edward  C.  Parmelee Georgetown. 

4.  Connecticnt Joseph  K.  Wheeler Hartford. 

5.  Delaware William  S.  Hayeis Wilmington. 

G.  District  of  Colombia.  William  Reynolds  Singleton  Washington. 

7.  Florida DeWitt  Clinton  Dawkins . .  .Jacksonville. 

8.  Georgia James  Emmett  Blaokshoar .  Macon . 

9.  Illinois Loyal  Levi  Mnnn Freeport 

10.  Indiana William  H.  Smytho Indianapolis. 

11.  Iowa Theodore  Sutton Parvin . .  .Iowa  City. 

12.  Kansa.s John  Henry  Brown Wyandotte 

13.  Kentucky Hiram  Bassett Louisville. 

14.  Louisiana Jas. Cunningham  Batchelor.New  Orleans. 

15.  Maine Ira  Berry Portland. 

16.  3^Iaryland Jacob  H.  Medairy Baltimore 

17.  Massachusetts Soreno  D.  Niokerson Boston. 

18.  Michigan William  Power  Innes Detroit. 

11).  Minnesota Azariah  T.  C.  Pierson Saint  Paul. 

20.  Mississippi John  Logan  Power Jackson. 

21.  Missouri John  D.  Vincil Saint  Louis. 

22.  Nebraska William  Robert  Bowen Omaha. 

23.  Nevada John  Dempster  Hammond .  Carson. 

24.  Now  Hampshire George  Porley  Cleaves Concord. 

25.  New  Jersey Joseph  Howell  Hough Trenton. 

26.  New  York Edward  M.  L.  Ehlers New  York, 

27.  North  Carolina Donald  W.  Bain Raleigh. 

28.  Ohio John  Day  Caldwell Cincinnati. 

2*J.  Oregon Frolon  J.  Babcock Salem. 

'M).  Pennsylvania Michael  Nisbet Philadelphia. 

31.  Rhode  Island Edwin  Baker Providence. 

32.  South  Carolina Charles  Inglesby Charleston. 

33.  Tennessee John  Frizzell Nashville. 

34.  TexiLS George  H.  Bringhurst Houston. 

35.  Vermont William  H.  Root Burlington. 

36.  Virginia William  Bryan  Isaacs Richmond. 

37.  West  Virginia Odell  Squier  Long Wheeling. 

(14) 
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38.  Wisconain John  W.  Laflin Milwaokie. 

39.  Dakota Charles  T.  McCoy Bon  Homme. 

40.  Idaho Jonas  W.  Brown Boise  City. 

41.  Montana Cornelius  Hedges Helena. 

42.  Now  Mexico David  J.Miller Santa  Fe. 

43.  Utah Christopher  Diohl Salt  Lake  City. 

44.  Washington Thomas  Milbnrne  Reed . . .  Olympia . 

45.  Wyoming John  H.  Symons Laramie  City. 

46.  Arizona George  James  Boskmge .  .Tneson. 

47.  Indian  Territory Joseph  S.  Mnrrow Atoka. 

48.  Canada John  J.  Mason Hamilton,  Ont 

49.  New  Brunswick Edwin  J.  Wetmore Saint  John. 

50.  Nova  Scotia George  T.  Smithers Halifax. 

51.  Quebec John  Helder  Isaacson Montreal. 

52.  British  Columbia Alexander  Roland  Milne.  .Victoria. 

53.  Manitoba William  G.  Scott Winnipeg. 

54.  Ontario James  Reith Luther. 

55.  Prince  Edward  Island.  George  W.  Wakeford Charlottetown. 

56.  England* Shadwell  Henry  Clerke London. 

57.  Ireland Samuel  B.  Oldham,  Dep. .  .Dublin. 

58.  Scotland. David  Murray  Lyon Edinburgh. 

59.  Brazil Alexander  F.  DeAmaral . .  .Rio  Janeiro. 

60.  Chili Jose  Maldonado Valparaiso. 

61.  Peru J. ArturioEgo-Aguirre,M. D.Lima. 

62.  Spain Francisco Conde Salud 6,  Madrid. 

63.  New  South  Wales. . .  .Nicholas  Woekes Sidney, Anstla. 

64.  Preussen Bouche Berlin. 

65.  Schweden CarlLudvigHenn'gThulstrupStockholm. 

66.  Cuba Sr.  D .  Aurelio  Almeida 114  Manrique. 

67.  Venezuela Ambrosei  Rodriguez Caracas. 

68.  Vera  Cruz Francisco  Diaz Vera  Cruz. 

69.  Mexico Manual  V.  Cadena Meserido,  No.  6. 

70.  Columbia,  S.  A Damasozapata Bogota. 

71.  Victoria H.  W.  Holloway Melbourne,  Aus. 

72.  Portugal Carlos  de  Pezerat Lisbon. 

73.  Italy Luigi  Castellazzo Rome. 
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GENERAL  INDEX. 


REPORTS 

On  Work 16,  20,  33 

"  Saspensions,  ExpnlsionB,  and  Appeals 23,  24,  25 

"  Chartered  Lodges  No.    1.     From      1  to   60 27,  28 

**     2.        "      61  to   90 ..4o',  41 

"      3.        "       91  to  136 30,31 

"         "     4.        "     136  to  180 48,49 

*•     5.        "     181  to  220 32,33 

"      6.        "     221  to  265 28,29 

"      7.         "     266  to  330 45,46 

"  "  •*  •*      8.        "     331  to  370 31,32 

'*      9.         "     271  to  405 26,27 

"     10.        «'     406  to  out 49,50 

"  PropoBitioDB  and  Grievances 46,  47 

•*  By-Laws 38,  39 

••  Masonic  Homo  and  College 41,  42 

"  Masonic  Jnrispmdence 42,  43,  44 

"  Doings  of  Grand  Officers 44 

"  Dispensations  No.  1 34 

"  "  "   2 46 

"  Leave  of  Absence 51 

'*  Spain 118,  119 

",  Finance 41,  59,  60,  61,  62 

"  Grand  Lodge  Hall 45 

REPORTS  BY. 

Myles  J.  Greene,  Committee  on  Work 16,  20,  33 

Grand  Treasurer  and  Grand  Secretory 16 

Palmer  J.  Pillans,  on  Foreign  Correspondence 20 

William  Y.  Titcomb,  on  Suspensions,  Expulsions  and  Appeals 2.') 

Samuel  K.  McSpadden 25,  26,  46 

Henry  H.  Brown 26,  27 

Isaac  C.  Hall 27,  28 

Pinokney  M.  Bruner 28,  29 

William  B.  Jackson 29,  30 
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Orman  A.  Duko 21,  32 

Henry  F.  Montgomery 32,  33 

Isaac  F.  Thompson 33 

Palmer  J.  Pillans 18,  19,  20 

On  By-laws 38,  39 

Brother  Thomas  P.  Whitby 41 

Marshal  A.  Keith 38 

Enoch  J.  Bell,  on  doings  of  Grand  Officers 44 

Henry  N.  Rosser 45 

Angostus  F.  Evans 46 

Bichard  E.  R.  Hicks 48 

Morgan  G.  Stoudenmier 49 

William  S.  Foster 51 

Daniel  Smith 41,  59,  60,  61,  62 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Concerning  Fnlton  No.  98 14 

**  Bowen  No.  240 15 

«*  flendrix  No.  162 15 

*•  Florence  No.  14 16 

DeKalb  No.  116 16 

"  Grand  Lodge  Hall 15 

"  Alabama  No.  3 34 

«*  Hoboken  No.  404 u 

"  Fort  Deposit  No.  291 35 

•*  Bro.  James  Mancil 35 

"  Bro.  James  Davidson 33 

"  Brethren  Suspended  N.  P.  D 35 

"  Dimitted  Masons 36 

**  Grand  Master's  Address 39 

"  Districting  the  State 35 

Ben  Pope  Lodge  No.  383 47 

Indigent  Orphans 47 

**  Danville  No.  95 50 

RESOLUTIONS  BY 

William  T.  Atkins 17^  34,  35 

Marshall  A  HnU 17 

Palmer  J.  Pillans 33 

William  B.  Jackson 34 

Myles  J.  Greene 35 

John  M.  Clark 36 

William  K.  McConnell 39 
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Benjamin  P.  Popo 47 

Isaac  C.  Hall • 47  48 

Myles  J.  Greene 50 

ELECTION  AND  APPOINTMENT  OF  GRAND  0EFICER8. 

See  page 37 

COMMITTEES. 

Standing  Committees  announced 20,  21,  22 

On  Grand  Lodge  Hall 15 


GRAND  OFFICERS  AND  THEIR  ADDRESS. 


John  Holms  JiANKiiK.Ai) Witumpkii.    .   (Traiul  Mustor. 

John  (iiiu:«)\  llAr.i:is Liviiii^stnn  .     Dr'puiy  Graud  Mjist<»r. 

Myles  JKiTKnsr)N  (TitKKNE Tall.'i-lr.^ji. .  .  .   SoiiiDi-  (irand  Warden. 

WiLiJAM  Thkodouk  Atkins   .  .  ..Srlina .laiiior  Omud  Warden. 

William  Hknky  Dixch.ky Mniit^omory    Grand  Troasuror. 

Daniel  Sayuk Mnnt'^oniery.  .(jrraiid  Secretary. 

Adam  Kkkjart  1>AKKr. >r(>ut'4niiu'ry   .Grand  Tiler. 

Rev.  William  Cakky  ]'LEns(>E.La  Faycttt*.  . .  .Grand  rij.iplain. 

Geoikie  Flemix(;  Modiik Montiioinorv  .  .Grand  Marsbnl. 

Emmett  Fakkow  Cr.ooK Ah'xandria   .  .   (irand  Senior  l)ouci»n. 

Thomas  1*oktkr  Wuitdy Wrtunii)ka. .    .Grand  Junior  Deacon. 

LsA.u:  CrNNiNoiiAM  Hali l>iivi'kvilli>   . .   (hand  Steward. 

George  Fletcher  Sedijt^ry.    .  . W^tnaipka.  .  .  .(irand  Strwanl. 


FO  U  El  a  N  CO  U  l{  ESP  0 NDEKCE. 

IWLMEU  JOB  PILLANS   . .   Mol.ilc Chuintmn  of  Cnmmiltce. 

•      - 

NOTICE   TO   .secretaries   or   sri30RT)IN.\TE    LODGEH. 

/cii'  Kvory  Lod^o  shall  (»l('ct  its  otliciTs  at  tlu*  roj^nlar  CninmnnicA- 
tion  iminr(liat(.ly  i)nMM;din}4  the  Festival  in  Jnne,  tvul  innht  due  itlum 
in  the  ft  rami  Strnt-ii'if  as  soon  as  the  ollioors  are  installed,  which  shall 
tnko  place  as  soon  us  i)rai'tieal)lc  thereafter.  -  Con.stUidlou  of  the  Gmi\d 
IjfMbje,  Aiiirle  17,  StrUm,  1(5. 

In  case  Secretaries  ot  Subordinate  Loilj^os  should  not  receive  mj^NK 
ketikns  by  the  1st  of  October,  or  if  they  should  fail  to  receive  thoso 
Proceediiij^s  in  a  reasonable  tinic,  they  arc  requested  to  write  for 
thcni,  and  inform  the  Grand  Secretary  to  what  1'.  O.  to  forward  thcin. 

The  Annual  Coiiiiiiuni<?ati'»ns  of  "The  INFost  Worshipful  Grand 
Lodj»e  of  Aiicii'iit  Free  and  Acci'pl.'d  Mastms  of  Alabanin  and  its  Ma- 
sonic Jurisdiction."  are  IkM  in  the  N«'\v  Masonic  Temple,  in  the  City 
of  Montj'onierv,  <»n  the  first  ^b»nll;^v  in  I)«'ccmber  of  each  and  every 
year. 

7^'  Dni>fiottrs  i/  fh'sr  J*rortnltinj!i  ir'iH  f,r  s'Uit  hij  fiiirrcfish'f.  tnails  to 
Serrttnnt^  find  (rr-md  Sffnturhs.  "///«. <.s'  Iht  if  an'  st'ut  i<^  Uip  laltrr  in  one 
purk'tiijc.  Shohid  f  lit  If  lint  rtnnr  fit  hund^  Uu  if  inU  phufn'  it:  rite  far  //icm,  nnd 
mnd'inii  fn  irlftd  inist  iitfii'f  ill  sn\d  ilicni . 
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PROCEEDINGS. 


The  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient  Free 
a.nd  Accepted  Masons  of  Alabama  and  its  Masonic  Ju- 
risdiction, commenced  its  Sixtv-fourth  Annual  Grand 
Communication  at  the  New  Masonic  Temple,  in  the 
City  of  Montgomery,  on  the  evening  of  Monday^  the  1st 
day  of  December,  A.  D.,  1884,  A.  L.  5884. 

PHKSKXT: 

JOHN  HOLLIS  B ANKUEAD Grand  Master. 

JOFIN  (ilDEOX  H  AllllIS   Dftpuly  Grand  Master: 

M  YLES  JEFFERSON  GREENE Senior  Grand  Warden. 

WILLIAM  THEODORE  ATKTNS Junior  Grand  Warden. 

WILLL'VM  HENRY  DINGLE Y Grand  Treasurer. 

DANIEL  SAY'IIE Grand  Secretary. 

WILLIAM  CAREY  BLEDSOE-7/«o- Grand  Chaplain. 

Grand  Mnrfllial. 

EMMETT  FARRAR  CROOK Grand  Senior  Deacon. 

THOMAS  PORTER  WHITBY Grand  Junior  Deacon. 

ISA  AC  CI;NNIN(^tHAM  hall. (irand  Steward. 

JOHN  H.  M ALONE, ;».  f Grand  Steward. 

ADAM  REIGART  BAKER Grand  Tiler. 

lUST(JlJANl>OKFl(U]li8: 

JosEi»n  Henuy  John'hos,  M.  D Grand  Master. 

P.u.MEB  J(ni  PiLLANH Grand  Ma.ster. 

Hexuy  Clay  Armstbon<i Grand  Master. 

Henuv  Clay  Tompkins Grand  Master. 

Sam  Thomwon Deputy  Grand  Master. 

John  McOinnis  Buiini)ii)«;k Junior  Grand  Warden. 

I3RNJAMIN  Fbanklin  Popk  Junlor  Grand  Warden. 


4  PROCKKDIXGS  OF  THE  [1884. 

REPRESENTATIVES  OF  OTHER  GRAND  LODGES. 

William  D wight  Wadsworth Arkansas. 

Stephen  Henry  Beasley British  Columbia. 

Canacla. 

Joseph  Hcnrj'  Johnson,  M.  D Georgia. 

Myles  Jefferson  Greene,  M.  D Greece. 

John  Gideon  Harris Idaho. 

i  Illinois,  Iowa,  Kentucky, 
Daniel  Sayre J  Missouri,     Nova   Scotia, 

(  Oregon . 

Henry  Clay  Armstrong Indian  Territory. 

Joel  White Murvland. 

Palmer  J.  Pillans i  Miohi^vm,  Nebraska,  New 

William  Thoudorc  Atkins Now  South  Wales. 

Ilenrj-  (>lay  Tompkins New  York. 

Nicholas  Stall  worth Pern. 

Daniel  Smith Vermont,  Wisconsin. 

And  the  Masters,  Wardens,  and  Proxies,  from  sub- 
ordinate chartered  lodges  as  follows : 

3.  Alabama Noah  A.  Agee W.  M. 

Rising  Virtue Willinui  (1.  Cochrane •' 

Moultou NoMo  (r.  I)t  1. -^h.iw *• 

Macon Isiuic  ( irant" *' 

Farrar Sam  Thompson ** 

Gih;nd ]5eujamin  M.  Warren 

«i       1.1    -p^^-oi  \ri,u^  TT«^*  i  John  A.  Foster* S.    W. 

*'       IM.  iCoval  \N  hite  Hart -  f  i        t»    /»    r:,,*  t     w 


No. 

3. 

4. 

c. 

7. 

H. 

'.). 

I  Jnsoph  V.  (fonzalos W.  M. 

-  O.MMi- W.  V/are S.    W 


*•       11.   !\Iont<_'oinerv 

I  Jacob  Pepp<  rman J.    W. 

**       It.  Florence Henrv  W.   Sample W.  M. 

"       10.  Athens Benjamin  M.  Sowell* •* 

•*       22.  Saint  .\ll)anR Samuel  G.  Woolf •' 

**       2<;.  La  Favette Bernhart  Steinharf J.    W. 


ti 


if 
%i 


n 
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i  Marshall  A.  Keith W.  M. 

27.  Selma  Fraternal /  Jacob  B.  Both S.    W. 

(  John  A.  McKinnon* J.    W. 

2'.).  Kisinvc  Sun James  M.  Brundidge* W.  .M 

M.  .\utau<;a Charter  C.  Howard *» 

:U\.  Washington John  A.  Steele S.    W. 

:ni.  Wetumpku ^Tr^"^>^:i\l T'-w 

'■  i  Thomas  1*.  \\  hitbv J.    W  . 

(T!... 1,1  IS  T.  Boche \V.  M. 

4'.>.   Mobile -  Vv'ilii.viii  A.  AlcXimder S.    W. 

)  William  S.  latter' J.    W. 


•  Proxi.  H. 


No. 

11. 

(( 

40. 

it 

40. 

(( 

50. 

(( 

53. 

it 

54. 

(( 
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Livingston William  A.   ( •.  Jones W.  M. 

lliirmonv James  MilU)n ** 

•  ■ 

Deniopolis John  U.  McKinloy* ** 

Union Mims  Wulkor' ** 

/._,,,-,  \  Nicholas  Stallworth *• 

urccuini, ^  Pinkuev  D.  Bowles S.    W. 

Amilv Tbomas  C.  Clarke W.  M. 

Troy John  R.  (Joltlthwaite ** 

I  Sidney  B.  Paine ** 

57.  TnskoK'oe '  Peter  Gaither S.    W. 

(  William  D.  Mclver       J.   W. 

59.  Ronton John  G.  Farley W.  M. 

/M    rr  .  ,.i,:„,„:ii«  i  William  H.  Evincton* ** 

(  Lewo  Sessions W.  M. 

*'      02.  Saint  Johns -'  Walter  W.  Raines* S.    W. 

/  Dou.,'l;is  L\  McCnil J.    W. 

*»       03.  Social ^  ru'uhcn  C.  Thornton* W.  M. 

ot    c„-^i,..  \  Ijawroncc  G.  McMillian . . .  S.    W. 

I  AlhioTi  S.  Sti'ojit J.    w. 

05.  Liberty lose])!!  A.  droves "V^^  M. 

f"    Tj          i..«c;i^^,.               \  Evlwin  U.  liobinson , . . . . .      ** 
0,.  Hampden  Snlne> i  John  C.  Booth* S.   W. 

pii    xj«„,„wi  Philii)  C.  Candidas W^.  M. 

GO.  Howard 1  Daniel  Smith* S.   W. 

r7i\    n«„**oi  i  John  p.  West W.  M. 

^^-  ^^""^^"^ <  Edward  G.  Walker S.   W. 

71.  Tohopeka Henry  A.  Garrett J.   W. 

'TO    \vi  i^„,'o  Q^r.  S  J^^^  W-  Rurifoy W.   M. 

72.  Widow 8  Son j  Elkanah  Burson* S.   W. 

74.  Solomon William  Carey  Bledsoe. . . .  W.  M. 

75.  Cokerville James  A.  Holloway J.   W. 

IH.  Crozier Alien  N.  Ward W.  M. 

**      80.  Wilcox Josopli  B.  MeWilliams. ...     *» 

*'       83.  Friendship Joseph  P.  Harris *  • 

.,      r,4    -n       1    A-  \  Pinknoy  M.  Brunei ** 

84.  Erophotic ]  j^^^^^^  ^  ^^^^^^ g    ^ 

"      88.  Meridian  Sun WiUiam  R.  Smyley W.  M. 

(  George  C.  Spigener ** 

"      89.  Pratt\'ille \  Washington  L.  Ellis S.    W. 

(  Thomas  J.  Hall* J.    W. 

,4      oi    xj  ^  John  W.  Foster W.  M. 

Jl.  Henry -^  Newell  M.  Thornton S.   W. 

Danville Jesse  T.  Wallace W.  M. 

Tuckabatcheo James  P.  Flouruoy* J.    W. 

Lozahatchee Amos  F.  T(nnlin S.    W. 

Fulton Frederic  H  Smith* W.  M, 

Hartwell Benjamin  D.  W^illiams*. . 

Newborn Louis  Tuqnn* 

liensou Jasper  T.  Smitherman     . 

Shiloh Ibnrv   ('.  Disinukos* ** 

HiTinon Jo«*eph  R.  Ramsay ** 

Oak  Bowerv John  T.  Hester S.    W, 
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101. 
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105. 
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No.  111.  Sylvan Tliaddeus  C.  WiUingham. .  W.  M. 

(  Ralph  T.  Armstrong " 

•*    119.  Notasnlga i  George  W.  Hardy* S.    W. 

I  William  S.  Ford* J.    W. 

**     120.  Camp  Hill Walter  B.  I>aw8on W.  M. 

•'     124.  Felix Groves  Caldwell " 

"     12f>.  Mortimer  Reeder John  L.  Thomas J.    W. 

'*     131.  Yorkville Samuel  C.  Nabers W.  M. 

♦'     134.  Wiley    Aaron  W.  Hean S.    W. 

*'     135.  Columbia  Andrew  J.  Armstrong ** 

•*     140.  Shelby Levi   Armstrong* W.  M. 

"     141.  Bethel Robert  U.  McCagbren *' 

•«     142    Baldwin  i  Edwin  L.  Marechal " 

14J.  Jiaui^in -^  Thomns  M.  McMillan J.    W. 

•*    143.  Burleson James  M.  Thorn* W.  M. 

"     145.  Fraternity Lafayette  R.  Hanna* *' 

14b.  Alisoun -^  Christian    W.  Rumph*. . .  .J.    W. 

"    148.  Cold  Water .Michael   Y.  Hayes W.  M. 

**    151.  Bladon  Spring James  Comer  Jr *' 

ic    ICO    "»/r  11  \  John  DoLoach " 

153.  MonroeviUe -J  q^.^^^^  ^y  j^^^^ S.    W. 

„     158.  Maysville Andrew  J.  Byrn W.  M. 

(  M   Lncins  Fielder " 

«'    161.  Penick -William   C.  Still* S.    W. 

I  James  B.  Crawley J.    W. 

**     162.  Hondiix Abner  L.  Stokes W.  M. 

(  Kinion  J.   Ihomas ** 

"     1C3.  FayettoviUe  Authentic. .  -  Oliver  P.  Looney S.    W. 

(George  A.  Hill J.    W. 

"     170.  Elba William  H.  Chapman *• 

"     1?2.  Fellowship Elias   A.  Brown   W.  M. 

(  Henrv  H    Matthews   ** 

"     173.  Andrew  Jackson \  William  Wallace  Screws.  .S.    W. 

(  Williaui  DwightWadsworlh.  J.  W. 

176.  Davie Charles  Crawlev       W.  M. 

Irtl.  Aberfoil Jepiha  D.  Pritohett " 

laj.  Mount  Eagle Columbus  L.  Porter J.   W. 

"     186.  Catania Elisha  J.  Robinson W.  M. 

**     1H7.  Landmark Allis  .n   C.  Upchurch  ** 

IW).  Deltji David  L.  Peel ** 

IIH).  Tombighee John  W.  Jones ** 

"     101.  Brush  Creek   Thonms  T.  Htdl ** 

"     1112.  Chattahoochee Benjamin  T.  Smith* ** 

lOQ    xj^^«„.«ii  ^  Andrew  J.   Armstrong S.    W. 

193.  Hopev.  ell -  ^^^^j^,^  ^  Kevnolds*  ....  J.    W. 

107    Ti;7i  K^^  KTeorgo  W.Porter S.    W. 

lUT.  IliUabce ;  , ,      '^-     ^»   t>  *«;^««  t     \r 

♦  Fniucis  M.  Patndge J.    >\ . 

,4     lo,,    ,-.,.  \  Joshua  T.  B.  Adams* S.    W. 

^  t  Richard  Darden J.    >> . 

"     2(K).  Svlacauga William  D.  Wallis* W.  M. 

"    201.  lielicou Stephen  S.  Thrower *' 

*Proxitj». 
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No.  208.  Alexandria Emmett  F.  Crook W.  M. 

20[l  Marshall Solomon  Palmer* " 

211.  York Joseph  A.  Goodwin •* 

215.  BuUders ^  Claiborne  *H.  Go'rinanV.  *. '.  S.   W. 

01U    c.^  Tv:«^^  i  John  S.Blair W.  M. 

218.  Sam  Dixon j  ^^^^^  ^  McSpadden* .  .8.   W. 

2iy.  Lineville Edmund  B.  Stephens ** 

223.  Sandy  Ridge John  A.  Armstrong* W.  M. 

224.  Newton James  S.  Edwards ** 

2*^5.  Louisville  James  Lang *' 

227.  James  Penn Angus  M.  Scott *< 

230.  Bexar Achilles  Moorman* " 

231.  Duck  Spring Constantino  L.  Carter S.   W. 

233.  Sepnlga Daniel  D.  Bennett W.  M. 

235.  Hari)er8ville Fayette  S.  Fitch -. 

2-^«-  ««<i«^- { War/bLrav-.::;  a  w. 

238.  Fairmount Adam  L.  Pierce W.  M. 

010    n^^o-  J  Daniel  James  Smith " 

^4j.  coosa j  j^^^  Cunningham  Hall. .  .8.   W. 

242.  Kamer Anthony  H.  SeUers W.  M. 

244.  Dawson John  T.  Watson* «« 

^^-  Harrison \^^^,^  Bramey  JrV .  8.   W. 

250.  Amand WUliam  N.  Jones* W.  M. 

251.  Camp  Creek Julius  M.  Baxter S.   W. 

252.  North  Port Henry  H.  Brown W.  M. 

253.  Kose  Hill iS'w*-bHrSS::::::8."w. 

254.  Quitman Thomas  M.  J.  Porter " 

257.  Ervin George  W.  McDade W.  M. 

2G0.  Bellville    Charles  A.  Newton " 

oiii    rr„ii„j««„  i  Myles  J.  Greene* ** 

261.  Talladega -  j/^^pj^  g  Johnson* S.   W. 

2eA.  Walnut  Grove John  H.  Campbell W.  M. 

266.  Mount  Pleasant Joseph  W.  Shomo «' 

270.  Butler  Spring William  H.  Shanks " 

271.  PeaRiver John  E.  Bishop* " 

275.  Frankfort James  K.  Bolton 8.   W. 

277.  Larkinsville Shepherd  B.  Shelton° W.  M. 

278.  Northern Joseph  F.  Ellett " 

280.  Springvillo Andrew  J.  Nunnelly " 

281.  Charles  Baskerville Elkanah  B.  Newton " 

285.  Georgiuna Araasa  L.  Palmer ** 

286.  Walker Thomas  J.  Callahan* 8.   W. 

287.  Clinton Levi  Wilkinson W.  M. 

3ul.  Norris William  J.  O'Bannon «* 

304.  Zion Elisha  Vickery 8.   W. 

( John  F.  White* W.  M. 

305.  Central  City \  John  H.  Mcllwain* 8.   W. 

I  George  R.  Boyd*  J.   W. 

315.  Jonesboro ^ladison  O.  Franklin 8.   W, 

♦Proxiea. 
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ClnttsvUle John  F.  Smith W.  M. 

Tir«»»««*^«  i  James  L.  Sheffield ** 

^^°^^° ]  John  S.  Bennett* S.   W. 

Pleasant  Hill Riley  C.  Bottoms J.   W. 

Holly  Grove Samuel  Bntler W.  M. 

Viola Joseph  F.  Hendricks J.  W. 

Forkland James  M.  Bnllock W.  M. 

Charity Jacob  S.  Hamberger " 

Johnson Joel  Nichols " 

Clear  Creek Thomas  G.  Dnpree* " 

Pikeville Kimbro  T.  Brown* «* 

Echo Zachariah  T.  Harrison " 

Hnrtsboro Nimrod  W.  E.  Long' ** 

Bienrille Palmer  J.  Pillans* •* 

Ozark Aagnstns  L.  MiUigan ** 

Heaton Enoch  Carter* S.   W. 

VanBuren Noah  W.  Ward " 

Rutledge John  V.  Smith " 

Barbour  John  V.  Blocker W.  M. 

Scottsboro John  R.  Freeman " 

Houston Patrick  H.  Newman* ** 

Chandler William  R.  Barker 8.   W. 

Cross  Plains John  C.  Boles W.  M. 

Gainesville Edward  N.  Kring* *' 

Sauta  Creek Samuel  H.  Doss. S.   W. 

T^ir^  m*^  S  James  M.  W^illiams W.  M. 

^^^  ^"y "i  James  M.  Chance* S.   W. 

Weogufka George  W.  McEwen W.  M. 

(  Neal  B.  Matthews " 

379.  Robert  E.  Lee \  William  H.  Bilbray* 8.  W. 

(  David  Collier  Mims J.   W. 

John  H.  Mttlone W.  M. 

**    381.  E.  H.  Cook }  John  Q.  Dansby S.   W. 

(  Edward  Wills* J.   W. 

"    388.  Newburgh Andrew  J.  Bamett 8.   W. 

c<    ofto    vrmon  j  Robert  J.  Redden* W.  M. 

d«J.   vcmon ]  Thomas  B.  Nesmith* J.   W. 

"    390.  Weathers Samuel  W.  Walker* W.  M. 

"    391.  North  Border James  B.  Cox 8.  W. 

"    39a  Falkville James  T.  Morris W.  M. 


lo. 

319. 

320. 

321. 

3*23. 

324. 

330. 

331. 

337. 

340. 
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345. 

346. 

348. 

349. 

354. 

355. 

357. 

358. 

359. 

365. 

367. 

368. 

375. 

376. 

377. 

378. 
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398.  Hartsell John  F.  Tumey* *' 


**    399.  Haw  Ridge  . .    Thomas  J.  Peacock " 

"    4(X).  Hanceville Alfred  P.  Basinger W.  M. 

"    406.  Doric Thomas  B.  Wallace " 

**    409.  Pondtown Joachim  L.  White. " 

«     Atn    TT  1  I  John  L.  DaWs* ** 

410.  Helena j  ^^^^^^^  j,    McCluskey'  ...J.  W. 

411.  Jemison Amaziah  E.  Bums* W.  M. 

412.  Ambcrson Joel  C  Weems j.   w. 

415    Oak  Level  3  Blneford  C  Bridges W.  M, 

415.  Uak  L.evei ^  Wilson  P.  Howell* 8.   W. 

417.  George  Smith Jacob  Smith W  m1 

419.  Hilton John  B.  Shields* '/. .  .j.*  w. 


♦Proxies. 
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No.  420.  Broomtown HarriRon  J.  Clark W.  M. 

421.  Cnllraan  Fraternal Tliad<leDs  W.  McMinn. ...     ** 

423.  Clanton Albert  E.  Bivinps J.   W. 

424.  George  Wilson Council  B.  Higlitower ** 

428.  Belj^reen James  W,  Ballon S.   W. 

429.  Mile  Abercrombie \f^f:  t^:^:-:!^ 

434.  AndaluBia Pope  L.  Moselev* " 

436.  Ware Stephen  M.  Pearson W.  M. 


♦Proxies. 

The  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in 
Ample  Form  by  the  Grand  Master. 

Prayer  by  the  E.  W.  and  Eev.  Grand  Chaplain,  Broth- 
er "William  C.  Bledsoe. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  read  his  Annual  Address, 
and  it  was  referred  to  a  special — 

CO>tMITTEE  ON  GRAND   MASTER'S  ADDRESS. 

Henry  Clay  Tompkins,  P.  G.  M. 

Henry  Clay  Armstrong,  P.  G.  M. 

Joseph  Henry  Johnson,  P.  G.  M. 

GRAND  MASTER'S  ANNUAL  ADDRESS. 

Brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge  : 

At  the  closing  of  another  year  wo  have,  nnder  the  blessing  of  God, 
been  permitted  to  assemble  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  designs  upon 
the  Trestle-bo;ird  for  the  benefit  of  the  Craft,  and  thereby  aid  them  in 
the  pursuit  of  their  labors  for  another  year. 

What  was  done  last  year  is,  perhaps,  of  less  importance  to  us  than 
what  should  be  accomplished  this.  Let  us  then,  my  brethren,  ap- 
proach the  duties  which  have  called  us  once  more  from  our  homen 
and  families  to  assemble  in  Annual  Grand  Communication,  with  that 
degree  of  thonghtfulness  and  deliberation  which  their  importance 
demands. 

Freemasonrj',  viewed  from  the  exterior,  presents  no  marked  oxcel- 
lencicB  which  ore  not  possessed  by  numerous  other  OBsociations. 
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Those  only  who  have  entered  into  the  most  secret  recesses  of  the 
Temple,  and  beheld  its  beauties,  and  read  its  symbols,  and  studied 
their  hidden  meaning,  can  fully  distinguish  it  from  all  other  human 
organizations;  and  to  him  who  has  been  thus  fortunate,  the  spirit  of 
inspiration  it  breathes  must  always  remain  without  a  rival  in  his 
affections . 

You  would  not  be  here  if  you  did  not  love  and  practice  the  teach- 
ings of  Freemasonry.  You  have  come  up  after  another  year's  labor  in 
the  quarries  to  bring  the  stones  you  have  prepared,  to  be  tried  by  the 
square  of  the  Master  Workman,  that  they  may  be  received  as  proper 
material  to  go  into  the  Temple,  or  rejected  as  unfit  for  the  builder's 
use. 

I  warn  you,  my  brethren,  that  none  but  the  best  and  truest  work 
should  be  received,  because  the  beauty  and  grandeur  of  the  Temple 
will  be  marred  by  the  use  of  any  material  improperly  finished  or  un- 
skilfully adjusted. 

It  must  1)9  remembered  that  when  a  brother  presents  the  name  of 
an  applicant  for  Initiation  into  the  Mast->nic  fraternity,  that  he  pre- 
sents a  stone  that  must  go  into  the  Temple,  if  not  rejected  by  the 
workmen  when  the  square,  the  level,  and  plumb  shall  be  applied. 
No  brother  should  ever  so  far  forgot  his  duty  to  the  Brotherhood  as 
to  preson'-  a  stone  that  is  not  finished  in  the  highest  degree. 

Every  one  offered  should  bo  hewn  from  the  finest  Parian  marble, 
because  our  Order  is  in  no  sense  of  the  word  an  institution  organized 
for  the  purpose  of  reforming  men;  and  I  greatly  fear  that  some  arein- 
tiuent-ed  to  seekftdmi>8ion  within  our  portals  from  selfish  purposes, 
believing  perhaps  that  they  themselves  will  be  benefited  rather  than  a 
desire  to  benefit  others.  No  man  is  fit  to  be  made  a  Mason  until  his 
desire  to  do  good  to  others  cxcee  Is  his  own  selfish  designs.      I  am 

I 

firaily  of  the  opinion  that  the  Masonic  fraternity  in  this  jurisdiction 
is  to  bo  congratulated  on  thy  fact  that  none  but  the  best  men  are  now- 
being  received:  and  while  it  may  appear  that  Masonry  is  languishing 
in  Alabama,  it  is  really  but  the  evidence  of  greater  caution  and  a  more 
rigid  examination  of  the  lives  and  characters  of  those  wh  )  knock  at 
the  door  for  admission. 
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And  while  the  boanty  of  the  buildiD^  hoH  been  marred  by  the  nse  of 
stones  not  susceptible  of  a  high  degree  of  polish,  I  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  no  such  material  is  now  being  otferod. 

The  universal  peace  and  tran(iuillity  that  now  exist  and  characterize 
the  Subordinate  Lodges  in  this  jurisdiction,  may  be  largely  attribu- 
ted to  the  above  mentioned  liappy  condition  of  affaira. 

The  same  state  of  brotherly  love  and  harmony  exists)  between  this 
and  all  sister  Grand  Lodges.  I  congratulate  you  upon  the  favorable 
auspices  by  which  we  are  surrounded.  During  the  past  year  we  have 
enjoyed  unparalleled  good  health.  No  death  dealing  pestilence  has 
swept  over  our  beloved  State,  but  good  health  and  good  cheer  has 
been  the  rule;  and  while  the  seasons  in  some  s>.-otions  have  not  been 
as  propitious  as  in  former  years,  still  we  have  harvested  a  plentiful 
crop,  and  have  abundant  reasons  to  feel  thankful  to  the  giver  of  all 
good  for  the  manifold  blessings  which  surround  us.  But  while  we 
tiius  rejoice,  we  are  suddenly  rnmindodthat  the  Angel  of  Death  hath 
passed  by  and  summoned  some  of  our  number  to  refreshment  above. 
Brother  Jamos  Davidson,  (irand  Tiler,  has  been  called  from  his  hibors 
hero  below.  We  will  never  hear  his  cheerful  and  familiar,  **Walk  in 
brother,  I  know  you,"  again  at  the  door  of  this  Hall,  where  ho  has 
stood  since  lyoS  a  faithful  sentinel,  with  drawn  sword,  to  see  that 
none  passed  except  such  as  were  duly  qualified.  Brother  Davidson 
was  born  in  Melrose,  Scotland,  March  'ioth,  1811,  and  died  in  the 
City  af  Montgomery,  Jan.  Gth,  1S84.  Ho  was  the  oldest  living  mem- 
ber of  Andrew  Jackson  Lodge. 

In  IH-it)  he  visited  California,  and  assisted  in  organizing  the  first 
Masonic  Lodge  ever  established  in  \\\e>  •*Gnlden  State." 

Brother  Davidson  was  noted  for  the  strength  of  his  conviction?, 
and  always  had  the  courage  to  do  what  he  believed  to  be  right  and 
just      Honest  and  upright,  lie  discharged  every  du'y. 

It  is  also  my  i)ainful  duty  to  announce  the  death  of  Brother  James 
A.  Wood,  which  occurred  at  his  residence  near  Pleasant  Site  on  the 
2')th  day  of  December  last. 

Brother  Wood  was  foranu  «  ber  of  years  a  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Work,  having  been   appointed  by  Past  G.  M,  Joseph  II.  John- 
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son.  The  deceased  was  for  some  time  previous  to  his  death  a  great 
sufferer,  and  I  am  informed  expressed  himself  as  bfing  entirely  ready 
to  receive  the  summons  which  was  to  call  him  from  this  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  above.  It  was  Brother  Wood's  desire  to  be  buried  with  Mr.- 
sonic  ceremonies,  conducted  by  the  Grand  Master;  but  a  delayed  tel- 
egram prevented  me  from  reaching  the  place  in  time,  and  Brother 
"William  T.  Adkins,  R.  W.  J.  G.  Warden  acted  for  me. 

Thus  my  brethren,  we  pass  from  life  unto  death,  one  by  one,  from 
year  to  year.  Who  will  be  next  to  receive  the  summons!  Will  it  be 
one  whose  head  is  silvered  over  with  the  frosts  of  many  winters?  Or 
will  it  be  one  who  is  yet  in  the  spring  time  6f  life,  full  of  hope  and 
desire  to  bo  useful  in  the  future?  Are  we  ready  to  obey  the  sumi.ions 
of  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Universe,  handed  us  by  the  Death  Angol 
as  he  swiftly  pusses  by  to  command  another  to  appear  before  the 
Judgement  bar?  If  so,  all  is  well.  If  not,  make  immediate  prej^arti- 
tion,  for  you  know  not  how  soon  it  may  come. 

It  now  remains  for  this  Grand  Lodge  to  take  suitable  action  respect- 
ing the  death  of  these  brethren. 

During  the  year  I  have  received  a  largo  number  of  letters  asking 
advice,  aud  in  some  instances  requesting  a  ruling  on  questions  pre- 
sented. I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  present  any  of  these  for  your 
consideration,  as  not  a  single  question  has  been  submitted  and  a  rul- 
ing asked  that  has  not  been  decided  by  former  Grand  blasters,  or  by 
resolutions  of  the  Grand  Lodge;  and  I  thought  it  best  to  refer  the  ap- 
plicants to  the  law  as  we  have  it  in  the  Grand  Lodge  proceedings,  and 
in  the  constitution  and  digest  published  by  order  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
in  1882.  It  now  appears  that  almost  every  conceivable  question  in- 
volviu'^  a  principle  of  Masonic  law  has  been  settled,  and  I  must  com- 
mend a  closer  perusal  of  the  constitution  and  digest  and  Grand  Lodge 
procecr  ings  to  the  >  rethren,  and  particularly  to  Masters  of  Lodge*. 

I  have  no  doubt  but  that  much  confusion,  and  sometimes  angr^-  de- 
bate, would  be  avoided  by  prompt  and  correct  rulings  on  the  part  of 
Masters,  who  are  at  a  loss  to  know  how  to  proceed,  for  the  reason  that 
they  have  not  informed  themselves  on  questions  that  have  been  time 
and  again  decided,  and  to  be  found  in  the  digest,  a  copy  of  which 
should  bo  constantly  consulted. 
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If,  at  meetings  whQre  no  work  is  to  bo  done,  Masters  wonld  employ 
the  time  in  reading  alond  from  the  Constitution  and  proceedings  of 
the  Oriind  Lodge,  and  cnconrago  friendly  debate  and  exchange  of 
views  by  the  brethren,  upon  subjects  thus  brought  to  their  attention, 
much  good  would  result  and  all  be  benefitted.  I  fear  that  too  much 
theory  and  too  little  practice  is  the  rule.  Masonry  is  worthless  unless 
wo  practice  its  precepts  and  teachings. 

What  are  our  regular  meetings  for?  What  do  wo  accomplish,  and 
how  are  wo  benefitted,  and  the  cause  of  Mnsonry  advanced,  unless 
wc  on  tor  into  the  real  spirit  of  Masonry?  The  Lodge  that  meets,  is 
c.ill.'d  to  order,  and  opened  by  the  Master,  the  minutes  of  the  former 
comiiiunication  read,  does  its  routine  work  and  closes,  has  accom- 
plished very  little.  No  Master  should  ever  close  his  lodge  without 
strict  iu(iuiry  if  any  of  the  brethren  are  sick  or  in  distress.  If  so, 
measures  of  relief  should  be  inaugurated.  Are  the  widows  and  or- 
phans of  deceased  Masons  properly  cared  for?  if  not,  provide  tho 
means  by  which  the  broken  heart  may  be  healed,  and  suffering  reliev- 
ed. What  are  your  Charity  Committees  doing?  Let  them  report  at 
every  communication  how  they  have  performed  their  work.  -  Discuss 
the  ways  and  means  as  to  raising  a  charity  fund,  and  how  best  to  dis- 
2)ense  so  ns  to  accomplish  tho  greatest  amount  of  good.  Practice 
Charity,  brethren,  the  greatest  of  all  virtues. 

**If  the  poor  man  pass  thy  door, 

Give  him  of  thy  bounteous  store; 
Give  him  food  and  give  him  gold. 

Give  him  shelter  from  the  cold; 
Aid  him  his  lone  life  to  live, 

For  'tis  Angel-like  to  give." 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Corres])ondence  will,  I  feel  assured,  fully 
re])ort  an»l  discuss  the  various  questions  of  Masonic  Jurisprudence 
which  are  at  this  time  being  considered  by  other  Grand  Lodges,  and 
will  present  such  other  matters  as  they  may  deem  of  interest.  These 
and  kindred  subjects  I  cheerfully  leave  to  that  committee,  whose 
fonii'T  reports  show  so  much  research  and  learning. 

Tho  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  will  belaid  before  you,  show- 
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ing  fully  tho  financial  condition  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  The  wisdom 
heretofore  diBplayed  by  that  committee  will  doubtless  be  maintained 
in  the  present  instance. 

Dispensations  have  been  granted  to  tho  following;;  named  Loilgeslo 
elect  officers,  said  lodges  having,  for  good  cause  shown,  failed  to  elect 
their  officers  at  the  time  prescribed  by  tho  Ck^nstitution : 

December  17th,  1883— Fulton  Lodge,  No.  93. 

"  *'         •«    —Rock  Mills  Lodge,  No.  353. 

January   14th,     18S4— Town  Creeek  Lodge,  No.  3G1. 

17  "   — Maysville  Lodge,  No.  158. 

July        3rd,  **  —Belleville  Lodge.  No.  2G0. 

»*  ♦♦  **   —Builders  Lodge,  No.  215. 

August  5th,  **   —  Harmony  Lodge,  No.  6. 

"  «*   — Ptister  Lodge,  No.  90. 

— Tuskegee  Lodge,  No.  67. 
August  18th,  **   —Good  Samaritan  Lodge,  No.  104. 

**        23rd.  **   —Dawson  Lodge,  No.  244. 

September  30th,   **   —Auburn  Lodge,  No.  76. 

Dispensations  w«^re  also  granted  to  Zion  Lodge  No.  304  and  to  Oh- 
ver  Lodge  No.  334,  to  continue  their  Masonic  l.ibors  until  this  comma- 
nication.  These  Lodges  had  forfeited  their  charters  on  account  of 
failure  to  pay  dues  and  non-representation. 

I  trust  it  will  be  your  pleasure  to  restore  them,  all  dues  having  been 
paid. 

On  the  3rd  of  July  a  dispensation  was  granted  to  lay  the  comer 
stone  of  Alabama  Lodge  No.  3,  tho  Lodge  room  of  which  was  removed 
from  Cliiiborne  to  Perdue  Hill. 

On  the  2nd  ot  February  I  granted  a  dispensation  to  Sandy  Ridge 
Lodge  No.  223,  to  remove  to  Mount  C'armel . 

I  vi.sited  Amity  Lodge  No.  54  on  August  27th,  and  installed  the  offi- 
cers  elected,  at  same  time  and  place  installed  the  offices  of  Hender- 
son Lodge  No.  125,  an<l  Falkville  Lodge  No.  330. 

September  2nd  I  laid  the  cornerstone  of  an  Academy  at  Livingnton 
with  appropriate  Masonic  ceremonies.  A  large  number  of  Masons 
were  present  and  participated  in  the  work;  and  on  November  7tb  I 
laid  the  corner  stone  of  the  Iron  Bridge  across  the  Alalxima  river  at 
Selma,  arssisted  by  other  Cirand  Otlicers. 
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Dnriog  this  year  I  have  refused  a  number  of  applications  for  (lis- 
peusatious  to  confer  two  degrees  at  the  same  time.  This  I  believe  to 
be  contrary  to  Section  9,  Article  VI  of  the  Constitution. 

While  it  pained  me  to  refuse  what  the  Brethren  asked,  I  could  not 
set  the  example  of  violating  the  law. 

During  the  year,  Dispensations  for  the  establishment  of  five  new 
lodges  have  been  issued. 

Brother  Grand  Secretary  will  furnish  you  the  names,  numbers,  and 
locations  ot  the  same. 

On  the  30th  day  of  August  I  received  a  communication  from  R.  W. 
Brother  Wm.  B.  Isaacs,  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Vir- 
ginia, conveying  the  intelligence  of  the  death  of  Brother  Henry  Wil- 
liam Murru}',  Grand  Master  of  Masons,  which  sad  event  occurred  at 
the  residence  of  a  friend  in  Charlotteville  on  the  15th  day  of  August. 

As  a  Lawyer,  Soldier,  Friend,  Father,  and  Christian— indeed  in  all 
the  relations  of  life,  he  was  an  example  to  his  fellow  men.  We  heart- 
ily sympathize  with  our  brethren  of  Virginia  in  the  loss  of  their  Grand 
Master,  and  offer  them  our  condolence. 

Brother  Francis  Henry  Hill  assumes  the  duties  of  Grand  Master 
with  sincere  regret  and  sadness  of  heart. 

I  am  also  informed  of  the  death  of  Past  Grand  Master  Elbert  H.  En- 
glish, of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Arkansas,  who  departed  this  lifeSeptem- 
ber  1st,  1884,  in  the  69th  year  of  his  age.  In  the  death  of  P.  G.  M. 
English,  a  great  light  has  gone  out  of  our  Masonic  Firmament. 

A  chief  pillar  in  the  Temple  lies  prostrate  and  broken. 

Full  of  years  and  honors  he  htis  gone  down  to  sleep  the  sleep  of  the 
Just  in  that  immortality  which  comes  to  the  righteous  with  the  com- 
ing of  the  perfect  light. 

And  now,  brethren,  I  dismiss  you  to  your  labors,  and  invoke  your 
hearty  co-operation  in  the  discharge  of  the  difficult  duties  devolving 
on  him  who  occupies  the  East,  and  express  the  hope  that  peace  and 
harmony  may  characterize  your  deliberations,  and  that  what  we  do 
may  be  done  with  an  eye  single  to  the  good  of  ^lasonry  and  the  Glo- 
ry of  God. 
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LODGES  REINSTATED. 

On  motion  of  Brother  Grand  Secretary  it  was  order- 
ed that  all  lodges,  the  charters  of  which  had  been  for- 
feited, and  which  had  been  working  under  temporary 
Dispensation,  and  which  had  now  made  Betums,  paid 
Dues,  and  were  represented,  be  reinstated. 

REPORT  ON  THE  E.  A.  DEGREE. 

The  Committee  on  Work  made  report  on  the  E.  A. 
Degree,  and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 
And  then  the  report  on  Work  was  made  the  Special 
Order  for  to-morrow  evening  at  8  o'clock. 

Brother  Henry  Clay  Armstrong  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolution  and  it  was  adopted  : 

RUTLEDGE  LODGE  NO.  357. 

WhereaSy  Rutledge  Lodge  No.  357  has  lost  by  tire  its  charter,  lodge- 
room,  furniture,  tVc,  therefore  be  it 

liesdvedj  That  the  dues  of  said  lodge  to  this  Communication  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  be  remitted;  and  the  Grand  Secretary  is  hereby  instruct- 
ed to  furnish  to  said  lodge  a  Charter  without  charge. 

IMPORTS  OF  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  and  the  Grand  Secretary  made 
their  Annual  Reports,  and  they  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

And  then,  after  prayer  by  the  E.  W.  and  Rev.  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to 
refreshment  until  to-morrow  morning  at  9  o'clock. 
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IN  GRAND  LODGE. 


Tuesday  Morning,  December  2, 1884 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to  la- 
bor at  9  o'clock,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  John  HoUis 
Bankhead  presiding ;  the  other  Grand  Officers  at  their 
respective  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  R  W.  and  Kev.  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

Brother  Edwin  L.  Marechal  offered  the  following  res- 
olution, and  it  was  adopted. 

CLOTHING  FOR  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

» 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Secretary  be  instructed  to  procure  suita- 
ble clothing  for  the  Grand  OfiOicers. 

PRESENTATION  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Brother  Grand  Secretary,  for  the  Grand  Marshal, 
presented  Brother  William  Theodore  Atkins  as  the 
Eepresentive  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales, 
And  he  was  cordially  received  and  welcomed. 

The  Grand  Master  announced  the  following — 
2 
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STANDING  COMMITTEES. 
Oh  Chabtebbd  Loooks. 

No.  1. 

ThomM  G.  Clarke,  Edwin  H.  Robinson. 

John  G.  Farley,  John  P.  West. 

James  A.  Holloway. 

No.  2. 

Thaddens  C.  Willingham,  Groves  Caldwell. 

Samnel  C.  Nabers,  Andrew  J.  Armstrong. 

Edwin  L.  Marechal. 

No.  3. 

George  W.  Porter,  David  L.  Peal. 

Allison  C.  Upcharoh,  M.  Luoias  Field. 

Edmund  B.  Stephens. 

No.  4. 

Emmett  F.  Crook,  John  S.  Blair. 

Elisha  J.  Robinson,  Daniel  J.  Smith. 

George  W.  McDade. 

No.  5. 

John  DeLoach,  Madison  O.  Franklin. 

Levi  Wilkinson,  George  C.  Spigener. 

Benjamin  D.  Williams. 

No.  6. 

Solomon  Palmer,  John  S.  Lightfoot 

Joseph  F.  Hendricks,  Council  B.  Hightower. 

John  C.  B<^esv 

No.  7. 

John  H.  Campbell,  John  B.  Shields. 

Joel  C.  Weems,  Harrison  J.  Clark. 

Levi  Armstrong. 
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No.  & 

James  K.  Bolton,  Bilej  G.  Bottoms. 

James  L.  Sheffield,  Joseph  F.  EUett 

John  E.  Bishop. 

No.  9. 

John  F.  White,  John  B.  Freemaa. 

Augastus  S.  Milligan,  William  B.  Barker. 

George  W.  McEwen. 

No.  10. 

Benjamin  H.  Warren,  James  T.  Morris. 

Samnel  G.  Woolf,  Zaohariah  T.  Harrison. 

James  K.  Bolton. 

DiSPEMSATIOMS. 

No,  1. 

Pinkney  M.  Bmner,  John  A  Bteeele. 

James  P.  Floumoy,  Thomas  B.  Walk^se. 

Henry  G.  Dismukes. 

No.  2. 

Stephen  M.  Pearson,  Ben  M.  Sowell. 

Amos  F.  Tomlin,  Allen  N.  Ward. 

Thaddens  0.  Willingham. ' 

FniAMOB. 

Daniel  Smith,  Lewe  Sessions. 

Nicholas  Stall  worth,  John  A.  McKinnon. 

Gharles  G.  Howard. 
Bt-Laws. 

Benjamin  F.  Pope,  Thomas  G.  Dapree . 

Andrew  J<.  Barnett,  James  B.  Gox. 

Thomas  J.  Peacock. 
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Pbopcsitions  and  Gbieyances. 

Lafayette  R.  Hanna,  Michael  Y.  Hayes. 

Joshua  T.  B.  Adams,  Daniel  D.  Bennett. 

William  N.  Jones. 

Doings  of  Grand  Officebs. 

William  S.  Ford,  William  H.  Chapman. 

Joseph  A.  Goodwin,  Elkanah  B.  Newton. 

James  A.  Williams. 

Leave  of  Absence. 

William  S.  Foster,  Elias  A.  Brown. 

Constantino  L.  Carter,  Jacob  B.  Both. 

John  W.  Purifoy. 

REPORT  ON  F.  C.  DEGREE. 

On  motion  the  resolution  adopted  last  evening  mak- 
ing the  Report  on  Work  the  Special  Order  for  this  even- 
ing at  8  o'clock  was  reconsidered,  and  then  the  Commit- 
tee proceeded  to  report  on  the  F.  C.  Degree,  and  the  re- 
port was  received  and  concurred  in. 

And  then,  after  prayer  by  the  B.  W.  and  Rev.  Grand 
Ohaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to 
refreshment  until  this  evening  at  7  o'clock. 
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IN  GRAND  LODGE- 


Tuesday  Evening,  December  2, 1884 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to 
labor  at  7  o'clock,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  John  Hol- 
lis  Bankhead,  presiding ;  the  other  Grand  Officers  ^t 
their  several  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  R.  W.  and  Kev.  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

Brother  Benjamin  F.  Pope  presented  a  communica- 
tion from  Bolivar  Lodge  No.  127,  and  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

Brother  William  Y.  Titcomb,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Suspensions,  Expulsions,  and  Appeals,  made 
the  following  report,  and  the  report  was  received  and 
concurred  in. 

APPEAL  FROM  RUS8ELLVILLE  LODGE  NO.  371 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

The  Committee  on  SiispensiooH,  Expulsions,  and  Appeals,  respect- 
fully submitH  the  following  report: — 

Ist.  On  the  nppi  ul  of  John  Thompson  from  a  decision  of  Russell- 
Tillo  Lodge  No.  371.  Said  lodge  having  tried  Thompson  on  charges 
of  immoral  and  unmasouic  conduct,  '^ith  the  foUowipg  specifications, 
to-wit?— 
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SPECIFICATION    IST. 

''That  on  the  3l8t  day  of  last  March  Brother  John  Thompson  as- 
snmed  the  authority  to  nail  ap  the  windows  of  the  school-room  and 
tried  to  prohibit  the  authorized  agent  of  said  lodge  from  discharging 
the  duties  imposed  on  said  agent  by  said  lodge  to  perform,  viz;  those 
of  renting  the  lower  room  of  said  lodge  hall." 

SPECIFICATION  2d. 

"That  Brother  John  Thompson  collected  twenty  dollars  due  the 
lodge  from  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  has  refused  to  pay  the  same 
over  according  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  said  lodge.** 

SPECIFICATION  3d. 

**That  Brother  John  Thompson  collected  twenty  dollars  rent  for 
school-room,  due  the  lodge,  from  a  lady  teacher— name  given— and 
refused  to  pay  the  same  over  according  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of 
said  lodge," 

SPECIFICATION  4tH. 

**That  Brother  John  Thompson,  in  making  out  his  account  against 
his  lodge,  claims  more  money  from  said  lodge  than  he  is  justly  enti- 
tled to." 

"It  is  thorfore  demanded  that  said  John  Thompson  be  dealt  with 
according  to  Masonic  law  and  usage.*' — Brothers  Ramsey,  Scott,  and 
Ligon,  Committee. 

In  this  cause  there  is  some  irregularity,  still  it  appears  to  your 
committee  th^t  the  case  against  Thompson  is,  for  the  most  part,  made 
out;  while,  at  the  same  time,  some  doubt  is  ontertaineii  of  an  inten- 
tion in  him  to  defraud  the  lodge.  We  recommend  that  the  decision 
of  the  lodge  bo  reversed,  and  that  the  penalty  of  Thompson's  offense 
be  Indefinite  SuHpension. 

A  word,  in  conclusion,  is  appended  by  your  committee,  and  they 
promise  that  it  shall  not  savor  of  a  sickly  sentimentality,  or  be  an 
effort  to  "send  oflf"  rhetorical  pyrotechnics,  such  as  have,  in  the  past, 
been  wont  to  disturb  the  digestion  of  our  distinguished  Brother  of 
Illinois;  this  word  is  one  of  plainness,  aimed  at  the  secretaries  of  sub- 
ordinate lodges.  Those  worthy  brethren  ^-ill  please  permit  us  to  "rap 
them  over  the  knuckles,"  for  sending  up  to  the  Grand  Lodge  so  ma- 
ny ill  ordered,  irregular,  and  defective  transcripts;  loose,  and  often 
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original  papers,  well  adapted  for  taxing  the  patient  inyestigation  of  a 
Fhiludolphia  lawyer.  Secretaries  should  send  np  nothing  exoept  their 
own  transcripts  of  proceedings,  all  fastened  together  in  proper  order 
and  pro])erly  attested  by  themselves.  If  lodges  will  attend  to  this 
mutter,  they  will  surely  make  one  committee  happy. 
Fraternally  submitted, 

WILLIAM  Y.  TITOOMB, 

Chairman. 

Brother  Lafayette  E.  Hanna,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  made  the  fol- 
lowing report,  and  the  report  was  received  and  concur- 
red in. 

REPORT  ON  PROPOSITIONS  AND  GRIEVANCES. 

To  the  M.  ir.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama : — 

Your  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  Memorial  and  Petition  of  Brothers,  T.  Boyd  Foster,  N.  M. 
Cowan,  and  G.  F.  Kimbrongh,  of  Bolivar  Lodge  No.  127,  within  the 
Jurisdiction  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  at  Stevenson,  asking  that  said 
Lodge  bo  permitted  to  continue  to  meet  and  to  work,  after  it  has  fail- 
ed for  two  successive  years  to  pay  its  dnes  and  send  a  representative 
to  this  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration, 
and  beg  leave  to  report  and  recommend  that  the  prayer  of  said  Me- 
morial and  Petition  be  granted  and  that  upon  said  Lodge  making  due 
returns  and  paying  its  dues  within  sixty  days  oftor  the  adjournment 
of  this  Grand  Lodge,  such  Lodge  bo  restored  to  its  former  rank  and 
privileges. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted, 

L.  R.  HANNA, 

Chairman. 

Brother  Myles  J.  Greene,  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Grand  Lodge  Hall,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  ordered  to  be  filed. 

REPORT  ON  QRAND  LODGE  HALL. 

To  Vie  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

The  committee  appointed  at  the  last  Grand  Communication,  to  con- 
fer with  the  owner  of  the  Masonic  Temple,  yr\\^  Ib^  view  of  reoind- 
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ing  the  contract  by  which  a  portion  of  it  is  leased  to  the  Grand  Lodge, 
have  discharged  that  duty  and  instruct  me  to  report,  that,  nnder  ex- 
isting circumstances,  the  said  contract  cannot  be  recinded. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

MYLES  J.  GREENE, 

'  Chairman. 

Brother  Henry  Clay  Tompkins,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  to  which  was  referred  the  address  of  the  M. 
W.  Grand  Master,  made  the  following  report,  and  the 
report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

REPORT  ON   GRAND   MASTER'S  ADDRESS. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  : 

Your  Committee  to  which  was  referred  the  address  of  the  Grand 
Master  beg  leave  to  report — 

That  they  have  read  with  a  renewal  of  the  interest  with  which  they 
listened,  on  last  evening,  to  the  reading  ot  the  able  and  eloquent  ad- 
dress of  the  Grand  Master,  and  recommend  to  the  earnest  consideration 
of  the  Craft  the  wise  and  timely  suggestions  cont  lined  therein.  They 
think  that  the  Fraternity  is  truly  to  be  congratulated  on  the  fact, 
that  the  greatest  care  and  circumspection  is  now  observed  to  guard 
against  [he  entrance  into  our  portals  of  any  but  the  worthiest  and 
best  material.  The  eloquent  tribute  paid  to  the  memories  of  our  de- 
served Brothers  Davidson  and  Wood  were  well  deserved.  No  truer 
men  and  masons  ever  won  the  love  and  respect  of  their  fellow-men. 
They  recommend  that  so  much  of  the  address  as  refers  to  these  Broth- 
ers be  referred  to  separate  Committees  of  three  in  each  case,  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Grand  Master,  with  instructions  to  report  suitable 
memorial  resolutions. 

They  recommend  that  so  much  of  the  address  as  refers  to  Dispen- 
sations be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Dispensations.  They  spe- 
cially commend  to  the  officers  of  subordinate  lodges  the  timely  re- 
marks of  the  Grand  Master,  upon  their  duty  in  acquainting  them- 
selves and  in  instructing  their  lodges  in  the  edicts  and  resolutions  of 
the  Grand  Lodge.  Such  a  course  on  their  part  would  involve  but 
little  labor  and  would  necessarily  greatly  redound  to  the  prosperity 
of  the  craft,  and  the  peace  of  the  Fraternity  within  this  Jurisdiction. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted, 

H.  C .  TOMPKINS, 

J.  H.  JOHNSC»N, 

H.  CLAY  ARMSTRONG, 

Committee. 


1884.] 


GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA. 


25 


Brother  John  F.  White,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  9,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  9. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lod/je  of  AUthaina : 

Yonr  Gomiuitteoon  Chartered  LDdjjjes  No.  9,  having  carefully  exam- 
ined the  Returns  submitted  to  them,  beg  leave  to  report  the  follow- 
ing— 


CORRECT  : 


Gainesville No.  375  '  Hickory  Flat No.  392 


Lake  City " 

E.  H.  Cook " 

Trinity •* 

Newburgh ** 

Vornon  -'1  years ** 

Weathers—  2  years 


tt 


377 
381 
3HG 
3S8 
381) 
390 


FalkviUe «* 

Hurtsell «• 

Haw  Ridge " 

llanceville ** 

Green  Hill " 

Childcrsburg ** 


39(i 
398 
399 
400 
402 
403 


INCORRECT  : 

RuasELLViLLE  No.  371.-  Figures  not  used  in  the  recapitulation. 
Beij/s  Landing  No.  373.  -  Three  first  officer's  names  placed  on  the 
back,  but  your  coiiiuiittee  learn  that  none  of  them  attended  the  Grand 
Lodge  ;  suspensions  n.  p.  d.  dated  October  Ist,  contrary  to  law. 

Sacta  Cheek  No.  376.  —Figures  not  used  in  the  recapitulation,  year 
A.  L.  not  tilled  out,  no  seal. 

Weocjufka  No.  378.-  Returns  not  signed  by  the  W.  M.,  no  date  to 
reinstatement :  one  marked  dimitted  after  the  close  of  the  Masonic 
year,  therefore  due  the  G.  L.  50  cents. 

Robert  E.  Lee  No.  379.  —Initials  and  abbreviations  used. 
Birmingham  Fraternal  No.  384,  —No  date  to  suspensions  N.  P.  D. 
North  Border  No.  391.— Returns  much  disligured  by  erasures  and 
alterations  ;  JSusi)ensions  N.  P.  f).  dated  Nov  1,  contrary  to  law. 
All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted, 

JOHN  F.  WHITE, 
JOHNR.  FREEMAN, 
AUGUSTUS  L.  MILLIGAN, 
GEORGE  W.  McEWEN, 
WILLIAM  R.  BARKER, 

Committee. 
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REPORT  ON  THE  M.  M.  DEGREK 

The  Committee  on  Work  made  report  on  the  M.  IL 
Degree,  and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

I 

Brother  William  T.  Atkins,  Grand  Junior  Warden, 
offered  the  following  resolution,  and  the  resolution  was 
adopted : 

TESTIMONIAL  TO  P.  G.  M.  RUFU8  W.  COBB. 

Besdvedf  That  a  Committeo  of  three  P.  G.  Masters  be  appointed  to 
purchase  a  snittible  testimonial  to  be  presented  to  P.  G.  M.  RnfoB 
WilU  Cobb,  as  a  token  of  the  love  and  esteem  borne  towards  Him  bj 
this  Grand  Lodge. 

And  the  Committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of 
Past  Grand  Masters — 

Henry  CUy  Armstrong, 

Palmer  Job  Pillans, 

Henry  Clay  Tompkins. 

Brother  Solomon  Palmer,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  6,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  6. 

To  (he  J/.    W.  Grand  Lodge  of  AM>ama : 

Yonr  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  6,  huTing  examined  the 
Returns  submitted  to  them,  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  to  be— 

CORRECT  : 


Sandy  Ridge No.  223 

James  Penn **  227 

Dallas *'  228 

Bexar **  230 

Sepulga       '*  233 

H»ir|)er8ville **  235 

Gadsden "  236 

Fairmount— 2  years "  238 

Bowen **  240 

Coosa **  242 


Dawson No.  244 

Harrison "    246 

Camp  Creek **   251 

North  Port "   25i 

Quitman *•   2.S4 

(laylesville "   256 

Ervin **   257 

Walnut  Grove— 2  years.. .   "   264 
Meridian *«   365 
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INCORRECT : 

Tensaw  No.  221. — Directions  not  followed  in  the  recapitulation. 

Western  Star  No.  222. —Directions  not  followed  in  the  recapitula- 
tion :  committee  would  advise  this  lodge  to  get  a  seal. 

Newton  No.  224.— Name  of  one  affiliate  not  in  the  list  of  members, 
therefore  due  the  Grand  Lodge  50  cents  ;  recapitulation  shows  that  2 
were  initiated,  passed,  and  raised,  but  the  word  none  is  written  under 
the  he^d  ot  def/rees  confetred ;  initials  of  the  dead  set  down,  but  not 
the  name,  fee  for  Raising  put  down  at  $5  instead  of  $10  as  it  ought 
to  be. 

Louisville  No.  225. — Numbers  in  the  recapitulation  written  out  in- 
stead of  being  put  in  figures,  seal  illegible. 

Duck  Spring  No.  231. — Returns  for  2  years— dates  in  the  footing 
not  filled  out  in  cither ;  suspensions  N.  P.  D.  in  1883  repeated  in 
Returns  for  1884,  although  the  parties  have  been  reinstated. 

Ramer  No.  243.— Dates  at  the  bottom  not  filled  out. 

Amani)  No.  250.— Heading  erroneously  filled  out,  no  date  at  the 
bottom. 

Rose  Hill  No.  253.— Heading  erroneously  filled  out,  no  dues  paid 
for  two  members — due  the  G.  L.  $1.00,  seal  totally  illegible. 

Bellville  No.  260. — Quantities  in  the  recapitulation  written  out 
instead  of  being  set  down  in  figures,  heading  erroneously  filled  out. 

Talladega  No.  261. — Initials  and  abbreviations  used,  many  names 
undecipherable  ;  names  put  under  all  the  heads  of  £.  A.,  F.  C,  and 
M.  M.,  instead  of  putting  them  under  the  head  of  M.  M.  and  adding 
the  dates  ;  impossible  to  tell  the  name  of  the  lodge  from  the  way  it 
is  written  in  the  heading  and  in  some  other  places,  directions  not 
followed  where  there  was  nothing  to  record,  seal  not  plumb. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

SOLOMON  PALMER, 

Chairman. 

Brother  Benjamin  H.  Warren,  from  the  Committee 
on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  10,  made  the  following  re- 
port, and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  10. 

To  the  M.  W,  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

Yonr  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  10,  having  examined  tho 
Returns  submitted  to  them,  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  to  be 
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[im. 


made  out  in  a  neat  and  bnsiness-like  manner,  reflecting  mnch  credit 
on  the  Secretaries,  and  to  be — 


CORBECT 


Pondtown No.  409 


Helena ** 

Amberson ** 

Sulphur  Spring ** 

Oak  Le\el. ** 

Hilton  —2  years 

Cullman  Fraternal,  1884.. 
George  Wilson 


<< 


410 
412 
414 
415 
419 
421 
424 


Belgreen No.  4» 

Milo  Abercrombie '*  429 

AJbertville "  430 

Headland **  438 

Mount  Vernon "  439 

Forney "  440 

Anniston "  443 

Allttborough •*  444 


INCORBECT  : 

Doric  No.  400. — Two  Kaised  not  put  in  the  list  of  members-doe 
the  G.  L.  $1.00,  seal  illegible. 

Jemikon  No.  411. — Seal  upside  down. 

George  Smith  No.  417. — Twenty  members,  2  M.  G.  only  paid  far 
IG,  due  the  G.  L.  $1.00,  no  date  to  rejections. 

BuooMTowN  No.  420. — Year  A.  L.  not  filled  out. 

Cullman  Fraternal  No.  421. — For  1883,  one  raised  not  on  the  list 
of  members— due  the  G.  L.  50  cents,  2  names  abbreviated-  This 
lodge  undertakes  to  affiliate  a  F.  C.  which  is  impossible.  No  date  to 
1  E.  A. 

SnoRTEKviLLE  No.  422.  —One  raised  not  on  the  list  of  members— doe 
the  Grand  Lodge  50  cents  ;  abbrerititions  used. 

Clanton  No.  423.— No  date  to  suspensions  N.  P.  D.,  Master's  name 
signed  whore  the  name  of  the  lodge  ought  to  be. 

Andalusia  No,  434. — Recapitulation  not  filled  out. 

Ware  No.  435. — Initials  used. 

Western  Star  No.  43C.  -This  lodge  is  under  Dispensation.  Under 
the  head  of  dues  it  enters  12  members  besides  3  M.  G*s,  and  1 
affiliate  not  transferred  to  inside.  It  hus  2  raised  and  4  affiliates,  aDd 
vet  onlv  12  members  in  all.     Evidently  somebody  has  been  lost 

Lasker  No.  441. — Recapitulation  not  tilled  out  according  to  direc- 
tionp. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

BENJAmN  H.  WARREN, 
JAMES  T.  :M0RRIS, 

Of  the  Committee. 


ELECTION  OF  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

The  hour  of  11  o'clock  to-morrow  morning  was  set 
for  the  election  of  Grand  Officers. 
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Brother  Stephen  M.  Pearson,  from  the  Committee  on 
Dispensations  No.  2,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

REPORT  ON  DISPENSATIONS  NO  2. 

To  the  J^f.  W.  Orand  Lodge  of  Alahmna : 

The  Committee  on  Dispensations  No.  2,  beg  leave  to  make  the  fol- 
io wirg  report : 

We  find  the  Secretary's  book  of  Forney  Lodge  No.  440  is  very 
neatly  and  correctly  kept,  and  the  Vjusiness  transactions  of  the  lodge 
are  all  in  proper  form,  and  according  to  Masonic  custom.  Except 
the  calling  of  the  lodge  from  labor  to  refreshment  at  a  special  com- 
muuicntion  July  18th,  1884,  until  a  regular  comm'inication,  at  which 
time  the  lodge  was  closed,  and  then  opened  for  a  regular  communi- 
cation. We  think  that  the  Special  Lodge  should  have  been  closed 
when  the  business  was  completed  for  which  it  was  convened.  Other- 
wise correct,  and  we  recommend  their  Dispensation  continued  at  their 
request. 

Lasker  Lodge  No.  441  is  very  deficient  in  the  way  of  a  Secretary. 
His  book  is  not  kept  in  accordance  with  the  forms  laid  down  in  Ma- 
sonic Code;  we  would  suggest  that  the  Secretary  examine  the  form 
laid  down  in  the  Code  for  keeping  the  minutes.  We  do  not  know 
whether  this  Lodge  wishes  its  Disx)ensatiou  continued  or  a  Charter 
granted. 

The  minutes  of  Bethlehem  Lodge  No.  442  generally  correct,  except 
some  informalities,  which  could  be  cured  by  a  perusal  of  the  form 
for  keeping  the  minutes  of  Subordinate  Lodges.  We  recommend  a 
continuance  of  the  Dispensation  at  the  reciuest  of  the  lodge. 

The  minutes  of  Allsborough  Lodge  No.  444  are  well  enough  kept. 
We  do  not  know  whether  the  lodge  wishes  the  Dispensation  continued 
or  Charter  granted,  as  neither  is  asked  for. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

S.  M.  PEARSON, 

Chairman. 

And  then,  after  prayer  by  the  R.  W.  and  Kev.  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to 
refreshment  until  to-morrow  morning  at  11  o'clock. 
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IN  GRAND  LODGE. 


Wednesday  Morning,  December  3, 1884 
The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to 
labor  at  11  o'clock,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  John  H. 
Bankhead,  presiding ;  the  other  Grand  Officers  at  their 
several  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  R  W.  and  Rev.  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  minutes  were  read  And  approved. 

Brother  William  Theodore  Atkins,  from  the  Special 
Committee  on  the  death  of  Brother  James  A.  Wood, 
made  the  following  report,  and  the  report  was  received 
and  concurred  in,  and  ordered  to  be  spread  on  the 
minutes : 

ON  THE  DEATH  OF  BROTHER  JAMES  A.  WOOD. 

To  the  Most  Worshipffil  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  : 

Year  by  year,  as  we  assemble  around  oar  altar  in  Grand  Commani- 
cation,  we  are  reminded  that  oar  days  are  numbered;  for  at  each 
annual  gathering  we  miss  some  familiar  face  and  find  some  Tacant 
chair.  Year  by  year,  in  the  Proceedings  of  our  Grand  Lodge,  we 
miss  the  familiar  name  of  some  brother,  who  has,  by  his  zeal  for 
Masonry  and  his  work  among  us,  impressed  his  name  not  only  upon 
the  records  of  the  Grand  Lod^e,  but  upon  the  hearts  of  its  members. 

The  dread  enemy — death — has  during  the  past  year,  again  warned 
"US  that  we  too  must  soon  part  from  beloved  friends.  Brother  Jamef 
A.  Wood  died  at  his  home,  at  Pleasant  HiU,  December  29th,  1883, 
and  the  following  day  his  remains  were  laid  away  with  tears  and 
sorrow  by  the  Fraternity  he  loved  so  well. 

Brother  Wood  affiliated  with  Meridian  Sun  Lodge  No.  88,  on  Uaj 
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8th,  1857,  and  Jane  25tb,  1853,  was  elected  its  Worshipful  Master; 
in  which  position  ho  served  for  twenty  years.  He  was  appointed  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Work  of  this  Grand  Lodge  daring  the 
administration  of  Giand  Master  Joseph  H.  Johnstoa,  and  tiithfally 
served  until  within  a  short  time  of  his   death. 

Year  by  year  he  appeared  amongst  us  at  our  Grand  Communica- 
tions, greeting  us  with  his  bright  and  happy  face,  and  hearty  grasp 
of  the  hand  until  he  was  called  to  a  brighter  home.  Eyen  when  too 
weak  to  attend  to  the  ordinary  duties  of  life  he  insisted  on  answering 
the  roll  call  of  the  committee  on  work 

Brother  Wood  acted  wi;h  the  committee  on  work  for  the  last  time  at 
the  communication  of  18!J2,  but  before  another  year  had  past  he 
acknowledged  with  tears  in*his  ej'es,  that  he  could  no  longer  attend 
to  the  duties  assigned  him  by  his  brelhrea.  He  said,  '*  all  I  can  now 
ask  is  that  the  Grand  Lodge  will  bury  me." 

When  the  chairman  of  your  committee  last  saw  him  his  only 
thought  was  of  Masonry.  May  we  not  then  hope  that  a  remembrance 
of  the  pleasant  hours  spent  with  us  in  the  Grand  Lodge  flitted  across 
his  mind  and  softened  his  dying  pillow  ? 

Brother  Wood  felt  that  he  was  bound  to  us  by  no  common  tie.  His 
character  was  such  that  as  a  public  man,  a  business  man,  as  a 
mason,  or  in  his  home  circle,  he  was  one  around  whom  hisfellowmen 
could  center  with  love  and  confidence. 

Your  committee  feeling  from  the  heart,  and  not  merely  as  a  form, 
that  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  each  individual  member  has  lost  a  true 
friend  and  brother,  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  resolutions,  and 
move  that  they  be  spread  upon  the  records,  and  that  a  copy  of  the 
same  be  fowarded  to  his  family. 

Resduedf  1.  That  in  the  death  of  Brother  James  A.  Wood  not  only 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama,  but  the  whole  Fraternity  has  lost  one 
of  its  most  valuable  members;  one  who  in  truth  and  in  deed  was  an 
upright  man  and  a  devoted  mason  ;  true,  not  only  to  his  family  and 
to  his  fellow  men,  but  true  in  every  act  of  his  life. 

Resolved,  2.  That  this  Grand  Lodge,  whilst  refraining  from  touch- 
ing upon  the  tender  relations  of  the  home  circle,  still  feel  that  the 
assurance  of  its  sympathy,  in  this  great  loss,  will  serve  to  draw  the 
family  of  our  brother  and  themselves  closer  together,  andjdesire  to 
say  to  them,  **  God's  will  be  done,"  your  loss  is  ours. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Wm.  THEODORE  ATKINS, 
NICHOLAS  STALLWORTH, 
W.  R.  SMILEY, 

Committee. 
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And  then  the  Grand  Lodge  proceeded  to  the  elec- 
tion of  Grand  Officers  for  the  ensuing  masonic  year, 
Brothers  Rufus  W.  Cobb,  Joseph  H.  Johnson,  Palmer 
J.  Pillans,  acting  as  tellers,  and  the  election  resulted  as 
follows : 

ELECTION  OF  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

John  Hollis  Bankhe^d,  Wetumpka,  Grand  Master. 
John  Gideon  Harris,  Livingston,  Deputy  Grand  Master. 
Myles  Jefferson  Greene,  Talladega,  Senior  Grand  Warden. 
William  Theodore  Atkins,  8elma,  Junior  Grand  Warden. 
William  Henry  Dinoley,  Montgomery,  Grand  Treasurer. 
Daniel  Sayre,  ilontgomery.  Grand  Secretary. 
Adam  Reioart  Baker,  Montgomery,  Grand  Tiler. 

And  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  subsequently  announc- 
ed the  following  as  the — 

APPOINTED   GRAND  OFFICERS. 

Rev.  Wiilliam  Carey  Bledsoe,  LaFayette,  Grand  Chaplain. 

Montgomery,  Grand  Marshal. 
Emmett  Farrow  Crook,  Alexandria,  Grand  Senior  Deacon. 
Thomas  Porter  Whitby,  Wetumpka,  Grand  Junior  Deacon. 
Isaac  Cunningham  Hall,  Buyckville,  Grand  Steward. 
Pinkney  M.  Bruner,  Braggs,  Grand  Steward. 

Brother  Benjamin  F.  Pope,  from  the  Committee  on 
By-Laws,  made  tlie  following  report,  and  the  report 
was  received  and  concurred  in. 

REPORT  ON  BY-LAWS. 

To  the  3/.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alalfama  : 

Your  Committee  on  By-laws  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  ex- 
amined the  By-laws  of  Winston  Star  Lodge  No.  436  and  Forney  Lodge 
No.  UO. 

We  recommend  that  the  following  amendments  be  made  in  the  By- 
laws of  Winston  Star  Lodge,  to-wit :  that  the  words  "and  Accepted" 
be  inserted  between  the  words  **Free"  and  **M«8ons"  in  the  preamble: 
that  Sec.  2,  of  Art.  1,  be  so  amended  as  to  show  the  time  of  the  regn- 
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lar  ComninnicatioDS,  and  that  Sec.  3,  of  Art.  1,  be  amended  so  as  to 
read  as  follows ; 

Sec.  3.  At  the  regnlar  Communication  preceding  the  24th  of  June, 
the  Master,  Wardens,  Secretary,  and  Treasurer,  shall  be  elected  by 
ballot,  and  the  other  officers  appointed— They  shall  be  installed  on 
the  Anniversary  of  St.  John  the  Baptist  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  prac- 
ticable." 

Wo  further  recommend  that  the  following  amendments  bo  made  in 
the  By-laws  of  Forney  Lodge,  to-wit :  that  the  words  '*as  s<»on  there- 
after as  convenient"  in  Art.  2,  the  entire  Art.  3,  and  the  following 
words  in  Art.  4,  to-wit :  **and  for  a  8ec(»nd  offense,  he  may  suspend 
or  expel,  having  the  conseTit  of  the  lodge"  be  stricken  out. 

With  the  above  amendments,  we  recommend  that  the  By-laws  of 
said  Lodges  be  approved. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

BENJ'N  F.  POPE, 

Chairman. 

Brother  James  K.  Bolton,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  8,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

KEPOET  ON  CHARTEKED  LODGES  NO.  8. 

Ti)  Vie  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  : 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  8,  haTing  carefully  ex- 
amined the  returns  submitted  to  them,  beg  leave  to  report  that  they 
find  the  following  to  be — 


gobbect: 


Charity No.  331 

Nanafalia "    335 

Clear  Creek **    340 

Echo **    Urt 

Bienville "    348 

Heaton "    354 


Van  Baren No.  355 

Barbour    2  years "    358 

Chandler "    367 

Cross  plains «*    368 

Athel.stan "    369 


INCOBAECT : 

Blue  Ete  No.  33*2. — Becapitulation  not  filled  out  according  to  di- 
rections ;  heading  incorrectly  dated  ;  initials  used. 
JoHNsoM  No.  337.— One  M.  M.  put  under  the  head  of  F.  0. 
Gkobgiani  Davis  No.  338.— Abbreviations  used. 
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PiKETiLLE  No.  344.— Abbreviations  used. 

HuBTSBOBO  No.  346.  —Neither  name  nor  number  indorsed  on  the 
back;  name  of  1  E.  A.  in  the  wrong  place  ;  number  of  M.  G.'s  not 
tioted  in  the  table  of  dues. 

OzABK  No.  349.— Names  of  4  Kaised  not  in  the  list  of  members; 
due  the  G.  L.  $2.00. 

Wilson  Williams  No.  351. — Abbreviations  used. 

RuTLEOOE  No.  357. — Heading  incorrectly  filled  up;  Lodge  seal  illeg- 
ible— must  get  a  new  one. 

ScoTTSBoiio,  No.  359. — Two  years— initials  used  in  both  returns, 
amounts  on  the  outside  of  1881  illegible. 

Pleasant  Site  No.  364. — Initials  used. 

Houston  No.  365.— Returns  for  2  years;  recapitulation  not  filled 
out  in  either;  no  date  to  rejections. 

Cotaco  No.  366. — The  name  of  one  affiliate  not  entered  in  the  list 

of  members — due  the  G.  L.  50  cents;  seal  nearly  up-side  down. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

JAMES  K.  BOLTON, 

Chairman. 

Brother  Isaac  C.  Hall  submitted  the  following  propo- 
sition for  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence. 

AS  TO   A  STIFF   KNEE. 

Be^olvedf  That  the  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence  be  re- 
quested to  report  as  soOn  as  possible  upon  the  following  point:  **Can 
a  candidate  for  the  mysteries  who  has  m  stiff  knee  be  made  a  Mason  ?** 

Brother  Thaddeus  C.  Willingham,  hoia  the  Commit- 
tee on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  2,  made  the  following 
report,  and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  2. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  oj  Akibama : 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  2,  beg  leave  to  feport 
that  they  have  examined  the  returns  placed  in  their  hands,  and  find 
the  following  — 

COBBKCT : 

GreoninjT No.  53  '  Eureka No.  64 

Amitv— 2  years **    54  ■  Liberty *•   65 

Troy? ••    56  I  Widow's  Son **   1% 
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INCOBBECT : 

New  Market  No.  52.— One  rcinHtated  not  on  the  list  of  members; 
dne  the  G.  L.  50  cents;  no  dute  to  saspensions  N.  P.  D. 

Mount  Mobiah  No.  55. — Abbreviations  nsed;  seal  illegible. 

TusKKGEE  No.  57.— Rocapitnlation  not  tilled  out. 

Benton  No.  59. — Recapitulation  not  tilled  out  according  to  instruc- 
tions. 

ToMPKiNsviLLB,  No.  61.— Recapitulation  improperly  filled  up.  This 
lodge  is  numbered  Gl,  but  the  Secretary  numbers  it  85. 

Saint  Johns  No.  62  — Reports  the  death  of  one  after  the  expiration 
of  the  Masonic  year,  whose  name  is  not  in  the  list  of  members,  and 
for  which  the  lodge  owes  dues  to  the  G.  L. 

Social,  No.  63.  —  Recapitulation  not  tilled  out ;  date  A  L.  incorrect; 
returns  not  signed  by  the  W.  M. 

Hampden  Sidney  No.  67.— No  date  to  rejections. 

HowABD  No.  69. — Dates  A.  D.  and  A.  L.  not  filled  out. 

CBNTRAii  No.  70.— Reports  32  members  on  the  face  of  the  returns, 
but  recapitulation  tilled  up  with  31. 

Tohopeka  No.  71. — Recapitulation  not  tilled  up;  date  A.  L.  not 
tilled   up. 

Soix)MON  No.  74. — Recapitulation  improperly  tilled  up. 

Cokebville  No.  75. — Heading  of  returns  not  tilled  out ;  abbrevia- 
tions used  ;  table  of  dues  not  filled  out. 

Cbozieb  No.  78.— Reports  one  Raised  after  the  end  of  masonic 
year;  dates  at  the  bottom  not  tilled  up. 

Wilcox  No.  80. — Recapitulation  improperly  tilled  up;  no  seaL 

Fbiendship  No.  83.— Recapitulation  improperly  tilled  up  ;  seal 
scarcely  legible. 

Erophotic  No.  84. — Recapitulation  improperly  tilled  out. 

Mebidian  Sun  No.  88.  — No  date  to  reinstatements  and  to  suspen- 
sions N.  P.  D. 

Pbattvillb  No.  89. — Recapitulation  improperly  tilled  up ;  seal 
crank-sided. 

Pfisteb  No.  90. — Seal  totally  illegible. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

THADDEUS  C.  WILLINGHAM, 
EDWIN  L,  MARECHAL, 

Committee. 

Brother  Lafayette  K.  Hanna,  from  the  Committee  on 
Propositions  and  Grievances,  made  the  following  re- 
port, and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 
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REPORT  ON  PROPOSITIONS  AND  GRIEVANCES. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  oj  Alabama  : 

Your  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  proposition  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Dudley  to  purchase  the  lodge 
room,  the  property  heretofore  owned  by  CoUirene  Lodge  No.  3(52,  F. 
and  A.  M.,  at  Collirene,  Lowndes  county,  Alabama,  and  which  prop- 
erty has  been  forfeited  to  this  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge,  have 
had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  beg  leave  to  report  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  and  unanimously  recommend  their  adoption,  viz: 

Besolvedf  1.  That  this  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge,  at  present, 
declines  to  accept  Mr.  Dudley's  proposition. 

Tiesolved,  2.  That  H.  W.  Caflfey,  Alfred  Edwards,  and  W.  R  Hardy 
be  appointed  as  a  special  committee,  or  as  agents  of  this  Most  Wor- 
shipful Grand  Lodge,  and  that  they  be  fully  authorized  and  empow- 
ered to  make  such  disposition  of  said  property,  by  sale  or  otherwise, 
at  such  price  as  they  may  deem  proper  in  the  premises,  and  to  the 
best  interests  of  this  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge,  between  now 
and  the  next  Annual  Communication,  and  when  they  have  dispK)sed 
of  said  proj^erty,  report  their  action  thereon  to  the  Bight  "W.  Grand 
Secretary. 

Hesolved,  3 .  That  when  they  dispose  of  said  property  by  sale  to 
any  one,  or  otherwise  dispose  of  it,  upon  payment  or  delivery  of  the 
proceeds  of  such  sale  or  disposition  thereof,  to  the  R.  W.  Grand 
Secretary  of  this  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  is 
hereby  authoiized  to  direct  the  said  Secretary  to  execute  and  deliver 
to  the  purchaser  a  conveyance  in  writing,  such  as  is  required  by 
law  in  such  cases,  granting  and  convejingallthe  right,  title,  interest 
and  claim,  which  the  said  Collirene  Lodge  No.  3G2,  bad  in  and  to  the 
lodge  room  and  upper  story  of  said  Dudley's  house,  at  Collirene, 
Alabama,  at  the  time  of  the  forfeiture  of  its  charter,  and  all  right, 
title,  interest,  or  claim  which  may  have  accrued  to  this  M.  "W.  Grand 
Lodge  by  reason  of  said  forfeiture  or  otherwise. 

All  of  which  i?  fraternally  submitted. 

L.  R.  HANNA, 

Chairman. 

Brother  John  DeLoach,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  5,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 
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REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.   5. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  5,  have  carefully  exam- 
ined the  returns  submitted  to  them,  and  find  the  following — 

CORBECT  : 

Landmark No.  187  |  Pettusville No.  207 

Alexandria "    208 

Murbhall "    209 

Sam  Dixon "    218 

LineviUe "    219 


Clintonville **  188 

Chattahoochee *«  102 

Hopewell "  193 

Caledonia "  198 


INCOBBECT  : 

Abekfoil  No.  181. — Recapitulation  not  filled  out  according  to 
directions. 

Mount  Eagle  No.  185. — Seal  up-side  down. 

Catawla  No.  186. — Abbreviations  used;  seal  crank-sided. 

ToMBKiBEE  No.  190. — Recapitulation  not  filled  out  according  to 
directions;  no  seal. 

Bbltsu  Cbeek  No.  191. — E.  A.  and  F.  C.  in  the  list  of  members  for 
whom  dues  arc  paid. 

HiLLABEE  No.  197. — Heading  incorrectly  filled  out;  abbreviations 
and  initials  used  ;  table  of  dues  not  filled  out ;  members  not  num- 
bered. 

KiLioEE  No.  199. — W.  M.  signs  his  name  in  the  wrong  place. 

Sylacauga  No.  200. — Date  A.  L.  at  the  bottom  not  filled  out. 

Helicon  No.  201. — Dates  at  the  bottom  not  filled  out. 

YoBK  No.  211. — No  attention  paid  to  instructions;  abbreviations 
find  initials  used  throughout;  no  date  to  suspensions  N.  P.  D.;  seal 
on  the  wrong  side  of  the  returns  and  craaktsidod. 

Builders  No.  215  —Seal  illegible  and  a  new  one  needed. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

JOHN  DeLOACH, 
BEN.  DUDLEY  WILLIAMS,  . 
For  the  Committee. 

Brother  Isaac  C.  Hall  offered  the  following  preamble 
and  resolution,  and  the  preamble  was  concurred  in  and 
the  resolution  adopted. 
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mSTOBT  OF  MASONBY  IN  ALABAMA. 

Whzbbas,  It  was  formally  deemed  advisable  by  this  Grand  liodge 
that  a  history  of  Masonry  from  its  introduction  into  the  State  down 
to  the  present  time,  should  be  compiled  and  pnblished,  and  inas- 
mach  as  the  necessity  for  such  a  compilation  that  existed  then  exists 
now,  therefore — 

Resolved,  That  immediate  steps  be  taken  for  the  preparation  and 
compilation  of  said  history. 

Brother  Emmett  F.  Crook,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  4,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 


REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  4. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  : 

Yonr  Committee  on'  Chartered  Lodges  No.  4,  have  carefnlly  ex- 
amined the  returns  submitted  to  them,  and  beg  leave  to  report  as 
follows— 

CORRECT  : 


Shelby No.  140 

Baldwin ... 

Daleville 

Fraternity 

Missonri 

Rodgersville 

Cold  Water 


142 
141 
145 
14(> 
147 
148 


Bladon  Springs No.  151 

Monroeville •*    153 

Maysville «*    158 

Favetteville *»    163 

Elba *    170 

Andrew  Jackson **    173 


INCORRECT  : 

Columbia  No.  135.— The  name  of  one  raised  reported  nnder  all  the 
heads  of  E.  A.,  F.  C,  and  M.  M.,  instead  of  the  first  two  being  in 
the  samo  lino  with  the  latter. 

Unity  No.  ISO.— Recapitulation  not  filled  out. 

Bethel  No.  141. — For  2  years.  Returns  for  1883,  name  of  lodge 
not  indorsed  on  the  back;  no  date  to  ptissing  IF.  C. ;  seal  illegible  in 
both  returns. 

Penick  No.  161.— Not  signed  by  the  W.  M. 

Hendkix  No.  162.— Initials  used;  secretary  spells  the  name  wrong 
in  the  heading;  one  reported  as  a  M.  M.  under  the  head  of  degreet 
conferred,  but  no  date  to  the  raising,  and  name  not  in  the  list  of 
members. 
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Sumter  No.  166. — RecApitnlation  not  filled  out;  t«ble  of  daes  and 
fees  not  filled  out. 

Fellowship  No.  172. — Seal  illegible. 

Davie  No.  176.— Two  years;  for  1883  recapitalation  not  filled  out; 
date  A.  L.  not  filled  out;  for  1884  heading  not  filled  out;  table  of 
dues  not  filled  out;  date  A.  L.  not  filled  out;  in  both  the  seal  is 
illegible. 

Desotoyille  No.  178. — Initials  and  abbreviations  used ;  Master's 
name  signed  with  a  pencil;  seal  crank-sided. 

BusLESoN  No  143. — Returns  for  2  years;  for  1883  names  not  num- 
bered; seal  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  returns  and  illegible.     For  1884 
recapitulation  not  filled  out  according  to  instructions;  no  P.  O.  set 
down  at  the  bottom ;  same  objection  to  the  seal. 
All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

EMMETT  F.  CROOK, 
ELISHA  J.  ROBINSON, 
JOHN  S.  BLAIR, 
DANIEL  J.  SMITH, 
GEORGE  W.  McDADE, 

Committee. 

Brother  John  H,  Campbell,  Chairman  of  Committee 
on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  7,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LOD'IES  NO.  7. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  : 

The  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  7  beg  leave  to  make  their 
report.  After  careful  examination  your  committee  find  the  follow- 
ing— 

COSBECT  r 


Mount  Pleasant No.  266 

Charles  Baskerville **    281 

Georgiana **    285 

Clinton "    287 


Holly  Grove No.  323 

Viola **    324 

Forkland "    330 


incobhect  : 


BuTLEB  Spbinos  No.  270. — Recapitulation  not  filled  up  with  figures 
accordiug  to  instructions,  initials  and  abbreviations  used. 

Pea  Riyeb  No.  271.— Recapitulation  not  ^led  ont,  seal  very  imi 
perfect. 
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Clifton  No.  272. — Name  not  indorsed  on  back,  caption  incorrectlj 
dated,  seal  crank-Hided. 

Frankfort  No.  275. — Caption  of  returns  not  filled  out,  number  of 
M.  Gs.  not  set  out  in  the  table  of  dues. 

Larkinsville  No.  277. — Dates  to  F.  C.  in  the  wrong  place,  fees  for 
degrees  erroneously  set  down  at  $15,  $10,  $5.  The  Master^s  degree 
is  always  not  less  than  :ilO. 

Northern  No.  278.  —Seal  crank-sided. 

Springfield  No.  280. — Two  M.  M.  not  on  the  list  of  members, 
therefore  due  the  G.  L.  $1.00,  date  A.  L.  not  filled  out. 

Waxker  No.  286. — Name  of  1  affiliate  entered  under  the  wrong 
head. 

Gillespie  No.  200.— Dates  in  the  heading  not  filled  out,  date  A.  L. 
not  filled  out,  initials  used. 

NoKRis  No.  301. — Inititils  used,  not  signed  by  the  W.  M.,  2  afiiliates. 
not  set  down  in  the  list  of  members,  therefore  due  the  Grand  Lodge 
$1.00  ;  this  lodge  undertakes  to  afliliate  an  £.  A.,  which  is  impossible. 

ZioN  No.  304. — No  date  to  several  reinstatements. 

Central  City  No.  305.  — Recapitulation  not  filled  out,  table  of  dues 
and  fees  not  finished  out. 

J0NE.SBOR0'  No.  315. — Seal  illegible. 

Cluttsville  No.  319. — Recapitulation  not  tilled  out  according  to 
directions. 

Warrenton  No.  320. — Under  the  head  of  Degrees  Conferred  no 
date  given  of  one  Raised,  initials  used. 

Pleasant  Hill  No.  321. — Two  initiates  not  put  down  in  the  list  of 
members,  therefore  due  the  G.  L.  one  dollar. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

JOHN  H.  CAMPBELL, 

Chairman. 

Brother  Henry  Clay  Armstrong  offered  the  follow- 
ing preamble  and  resolution,  and  the  former  was  con- 
curred in,  and  the  latter  adopted : 

CHARTER  TO  HEADLAND  NO.  438. 

Whereas,  Headland  Lodge  No.  438  has  been  working  under  Dis- 
pensation for  eighteen  months  last  past,  and  whereas  said  Lodge  has 
recently  lost  by  fire  its  Lodge  Hall,  furniture,  jewels,  records,  Ac, 
thereby  rendering  it  impossible  for  it  to  submit  its  minutes  to  this 
Oraud  Lodge,  and  whereas  the  said  Lodge  has  made  returns  to  thvi 
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-commnnication,  and  said  retarns  are  reported  as  correctly  made  oat,. 
Vierefure  — 

Resolved,  That  a  charter  be  granted  to  Headland  Lodge  No.  438, 
and  the  Grand  Secretary  is  hereby  instructed  to  furnish  the  same 
iifrithout  charge. 

Brother  Henry  Clay  Armstrong  offered  the  follow- 
ing preamble  and  resolution,  and  the  former  was  con- 
curred in,  and  the  latter  adopted  : 

AS  TO  BUENA  \^STA  LODGE  NO.  169. 

Whebeas,  The  Charter  of  Baona  Vista  Lodge  No.  109  has  been  de- 
clared forfeited  by  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  whereas  during'  the  exist- 
ence of  said  Lodge  the  lower  story  of  the  building  was  used  for  school 
purposes  and  th<)  community  are  still  desirons  of  continuing  its  use 
for  the  same  purpose,  therefore  — 

Jiesolve.d,  That  Brother  Lewe  Sessions  be  instructed  to  take  charge 
of  the  property  of  the  said  Buena  Vista  Lodge  No.  169,  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  to  allow  the  Township  Superintendent  of  Public 
Schools,  or  his  successor  in  office  in  the  township  where  the  lodge  is 
located,  the  use  of  the  Lodge  Hall  so  long  as  it  may  be  used  exclu- 
sively for  school  pui|)oses,  or  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

And  then,  after  prayer  by  the  B.  W.  and  Rev.  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  ta 
refreshment  until  this  evening  at  7  o'clock. 
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IN  GRAND  LOGDE. 


Wed5«:8Day  Evening,  December  3,  1884. 
The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to 
labor  at  7  o'clock,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Brother 
John  H.  Bankhead,  presiding ;  the  other  Grand  Officers 
at  their  several  station^. 

Prayer  by  the  R.  W.  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  Brother  Henry  Clay  Armstrong,  char- 
ters were  granted  to — 

Winston  Star  Lodge  No.  436. 
Fort  Payne  Lodge  No.  437. 
Lasker  Lodge  No.  441. 

Brother  Joseph  H.  Johnson  read  the  following  let- 
ter from  Brother  William  Abram  Love,  representative 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  near  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Georgia ;  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  received  and  filed, 
and  to  be  printed  with  the  Proceedings. 

LETTER  FROM  BROTHER  WILLIAM  ABEAM  LOVE,  M.  D. 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  December  Ist,  1884. 
To  John  Ifollut  Bankhead.   31.    W.   Qrawl  MisUr  of  the  M.    W.  Grand 

Loihje  F.  ami  A.  M.  i>f  Alabama. 

Most  Woiwhipful  Sir  and  Brother— For  the  past  thirteen  years  I 
have  hud  the  honor  and  enjoyed  the  pleasure  of  standing  in  the  posi- 
tion of  * 'Representative  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  near  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Georgia." 

During  this  period,  to  my  great  regret,  I  have  from  time  to  time 
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been  prevented,  by  circamstances  beyond  my  control,  from  enjoying 
the  pleasure  of  visiting  you  daring  tbe  session  of  yonr  Grand  Body. 
Even  now  I  have  to  console  myself  with  hope  for  the  future,  as  it  is 
again  impossible  for  me  to  enjoy  the  anticipated  privilege  of  being 
with  you  this  year. 

It  is  with  a  feeling  of  fraternal  pride  and  pleasure  then,  that  I  avail 
myself  of  this  means  to  report  to  you  and  through  you  to  the  Grand 
Body  over  which  you  preside,  the  fact,  that  during  the  many  years 
you  and  your  predecessors  have  honored  me  as  your  represenUitive 
here,  no  question  for  investigation  or  adjudication  whatsoever,  has 
been  presented  at  any  time  on  any  subject  as  between  the  two  juris- 
dictions. This  simple  fact  speaks  much  for  the  Graft,  and  I  feel  as- 
sured that  you  too  will  record  with  pride  and  pleasure  this  evidence 
of  the  completeness  of  these  prevailing  fraternal  relations. 

I  am  very  glad  in  this  connection,  to  be  able  to  report  to  you  the 
continued  healthful  condition  of  the  Craft  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Georgia,  as  evidenced  at  its  annual  communi- 
cation held  in  October. 

With  the  expression  of  the  hope  that  your  incoming  grand  annual 
communicatioQ  will  be  one  of  unprecedented  pleasure  to  yourselves, 
and  of  continued  profit  to  the  craft,  and  with  the  further  hope  that 
the  present  pleasant  and  peaceful  fraternal  relations  between  the  Sis- 
ter Grand  Lodges  and  their  several  subordinate  jurisdictions  may  be 
ever  perpetuated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Fraternally  and  very  truly  yours, 

WM.  ABEAM  LOVE. 

Brother  Henry  Clay  Tompkins,  from  the  Committee 
on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  submitted  the  following  re- 
port, and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 

REPOBT  FROM  MASONIC  JUBISPEUDENCE 

To  Vie  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  : 

Your  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence  beg  leave  to  submit 
the  following  report : 

1st.  Among  the  questions  submitted  to  us  for  our  decision  is  the 
following  resolution,  declaring  the  construction  to  be  placed  upon 
Section  24  of  Article  VI  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  offer- 
ed by  the  R.  W.  Grand  Secretar}',  Brother  Daniel  Sayre. 

Resolved,  That  the  proper  construction  to  be  placed  upon  the  con- 
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•  cludiDg  sentence  of  Section  24,  of  Article  vi,  of  the  constitution,  which 
reads  as  follows  — 

"He  shall,"  that  is,  the  Worshipful  Master,  "at  the  regular  commu- 
nication preceding  the  Festival  in  June,  cause  the  Secretary  to  write 
opposite  the  names  of  each  member  of  his  Lodge,  suspended,  when 
dues  shall  remain  unpaid  for  two  years,  said  sentence  to  remain  in 
force  until  all  dues  are  paid," — is,  that  the  member  is  suspended,  wheth- 
er the  Worshipful  Master  gives  the  order  or  not ;  and  the  Secretary 
must  thus  mark  the  member  on  his  book. 

From  reading  this  resolution  it  will  be  observed,  that  it  declares  that 
the  effect  of  the  section  of  the  Constitution  set  out,  is,  ipso  facto,  to 
suspend  any  member  of  a  lodge  who  shall  be  two  years  in  arrears  of 
dues  tit  the  meeting  preceding  the  Festival  in  June,  without  action  on 
the  part  of  the  Secretary  or  Master  of  the  lodge. 

The  duty  of  this  Committee,  as  we  understand  it,  is  not  to  make- 
the  law,  but,  where  it  has  been  heretofore  declared,  to  state  it  as  thus 
declared.  This  being  the  case  then,  we  think,  that  whatever  may  be 
the  individual  views  of  the  Committee  it  is  our  duty  to  recommend 
that  the  resolution  of  the  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary,  be  not  adopted. 
The  very  question  in  substance  has  been  heretofore  presented  to  this 
Grand  Jx)dge,  and  although  the  construction  asked  by  the  Grand  Sec- 
retary was  insisted  upon  by  the  writer  of  this  report  as  the  correct 
one,  the  Grand  Lodge,  after  hearing  full  discussion  differed  from 
him,  and  decided  that  not  only  did  the  failure  to  pay  dues  for  two 
years  not  ipsofaclo  operate  as  a  suspension  oi  the  member,  but  that 
unless  the  Master  of  the  lodge  at  the  meeting  preceding  the  Festival 
in  June  caused  the  word  *^ suspended!'  to  be  ¥rrittcn  opposite  tbexkacues 
of  those  thus  in  arrears,  it  could  not  be  done  at  a  subsequent  meet- 
ing, and  the  delinquents  must  continue  members  until  the  meeting 
next  preceding  such  FestivtU  in  the  next  year  (see  Constitution  and 
Digest  of  1882,  pages  85-6,  §  7).  Thus  the  law  is  written  and  this  Com- 
mittee have  no  power  to  change  it  and  doubt  the  propriety  of  doing 
so.     If  it  is  to  be  done  it  can  only  be  done  by  this  Grand  Lodge. 

2nd.  The  attention  of  your  Committee  has  sklso  been  called  to  that 
portion  of  the  Address  of  the  then  Grand  Master  (ilobb  pubUshed  in 
the  proceedings  of  last  year,  wherein  we  are  requested  to  give  an 
opinion  upon  the  powers  and  prerogatives  of  the  Grand  Master,  with 
reference  to  suspending  by  dispensation  the  provisions  and  regula- 
tions of  the  Constitution.  As  is  known,  that  addres.s,  owing  to  the 
unavoidable  absence  of  Brother  Cobb,  was  not  read  at  the  last  Com- 
munication of  this  Grand  Lod^e,  but  was  subsequently  forwarded  to 
the  Grand  Secretary  to  be  printed  in  the  proceedings.  Our  attention 
was  never  called  to  the  question  submitted  until  within  the  last  three 
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days.  The  qnestion  involved  is  ono  of  the  gravest  importance  and 
no  opinion  should  bo  formed  or  expressed  upon  it,  until  after  patient 
and  painstaking  investigation,  and  deliberate  consideration  and  re- 
Hection.  This,  of  course,  the  time  since  it  was  brought  to  our  atten- 
tion, has  made  it  impossible  for  us  to  give  it,  we  therefore  recommend 
that  the  question  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Masonic  Ju- 
risprudence, w^ith  instructions  to  report  upon  the  same  at  the  next 
Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge. 
All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

The  Commtttee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence, 

by  H.  0.  TOMPKINS. 

Brother  Henry  Clay  Tompkins,  from  the  Committee 
on  tlie  death  of  Brother  James  Davidson,  made  the 
following  report,  and  the  report  was  received  and 
ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  proceedings: 

BROTHER  JAMF.S  DAVIDSON. 

To  the  .If.  W.  Grand  lAKlje  of  Alafmma : 

'■  It  is  not  always  that  there  is  pleasure  only  in  the  performance  of 
those  duties  and  works  that  we  perform  with  laughing  eye  and  glad- 
some hearts.  It  is  often  the  case  that  the  truest  pleasure  is  found  in 
the  discharge  of  those  duties  the  performance  of  which  brings  the 
unbidden  tear  to  the  eye  of  manhood  and  causes  the  heart  to  beat 
with  suppressed  emotion.  It  is,  indeed,  a  pleasure,  a  deep  and  sin- 
core  one,  though  one  tinged  with  sadness  by  the  memory  of  our  loss, 
to  be  permitted  to  pay  tribute  to  the  memoay  of  a  departed  friend 
and  brother.  Especially  is  this  the  case  when  that  friend  and 
brother  was  one  whoso  virtue  and  mciit  give  assurance  that,  though 
departed  from  our  sight,  he  h:is  only  been  taken  across  the  river  and 
l)laced  a  j(»urney  nearer  the  Eternal  Home  of  the  pure  and  upright. 
*Tis  with  feelings  of  this  kind  that  your  committee  come  to  the  per- 
formance of  the  duty  of  paying  tribute  to  the  memory  of  our  late 
Grand  Tiler,  Brother  James  Davidson.  We  can  hope  to  add  but 
little  to  the  beautiful  tribute  paid  our  deceased  brother  in  the  address 
of  our  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  but  that  little  we  ask  the  privilege  of 
adding,  feeling  sure  that  no  one  ever  more  justly  deserved  all  the 
praise  that  true  friendship  and  sincere  affection  could  bestow  upon 
iioble  manhood.  Brother  Davidson,  as  stated  by  the  Grand  Master, 
was  bom  in  Melrose,  Scotland,  on  the  25th  day  of  March,  1811,  and 
died  in  the  city  of  Montgomery  on  the  6th  day  of  January,  1884,  and 
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was,  therefore,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  the  seventy-third  year  of 
his  age.  He  became  a  citizen  of  this  Stale  about  the  year  1840,  and 
was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  for  over  forty  years,  and  had 
filled  the  position  of  Grand  Tiler  of  this  Grand  Lodge  for  foarteen 
years,  until  the  last  communication,  when  feeble  health  forced  him 
to  decline  a  re-election.  Brother  Davidson  was  a  most  zealous  Mason, 
and  proved  his  devotion  to  the  good  of  the  craft  by  being  always 
prompt  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  devolving  upon  him  as  such. 
Always  a  prompt  and  punctual  attendant  upon  the  communications  of 
his  lodge  even  after  age  had  stooped  the  stalwart  form  and  made 
feeble  the  once  buoyant  step,  he  sat  an  example  in  that  respect  that 
but  few,  even  of  the  youngest  ot  us,  can  claim  to  follow.  As  Grand 
Tiler  he  became  known  throughout  Alabama,  and  even  though  hun- 
dreds of  strangers  entered  the  portals  of  this  hall  every  year  it  was 
but  seldom  that  any  one  had  to  be  twice  introduced  to  him.  His 
memory  of  names  and  faces  was  most  remarkable.  In  all  of  his 
many  years  of  service  and  in  his  connection  with  the  many  different 
persons  with  whom  he  came  in  contact  as  Grand  Tiler,  a  man  of  such 
traits  of  character  as  Brother  Davidson  possessed,  could  not  but  have 
won  the  love  and  respect  of  many  persons  living  in  every  section  of 
the  State.  The  messenger  that  carried  hence  the  news  of  his  death 
left  behind  it  in  every  neighborhood  and  locality  of  the  State  the 
saddened  hearts  and  dimmed  eyes  of  some  friend  whose  acquaintance 
was  formed  in  this  hall.  As  a  man  Brother  Davidson  was  honest, 
was  charitable,  was  true,  in  short,  he  was  a  most  manly  man. 

As  a  public  official  he  was  faithful,  discreet,  and  the  soul  of  integrity. 
For  a  number  of  years  he  held  the  position  of  treasurer  of  this  city, 
and  during  all  that  time  not  a  suspicion  that  it  was  even  possible  for 
anything  to  be  wrong  ever  crossed  the  mind  of  even  the  most  sus- 
picious. Brother  Davidson  was  in  his  conduct  and  walk  in  every 
position  of  life  a  worthy  man  and  a  true  Mason. 

Your  committee  recommend,  therefore,  the  adoption  of  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  : 

Resdvedf  That  in  the  death  of  Brother  James  Davidson  this 
Grand  Lodge  has  lost  a  well  beloved  and  faithful  official,  the  Frater- 
nity a  zealous  member  and  noble  examplar  of  its  virtues,  and  the 
oouotr}'  a  public  spirited  and  honest  citizen. 

Besolvedy  That  we  tender  to  the  friends  and  relations  of  oar  de- 
parted brother  our  warmest  sympathy  in  their  bereavement. 

liesolceily    That  a  page  in  the  proceedings  of  this  Grand  Lodge  be 

set  apart  to  his  memory.  .  H.  C.  TOMPKINS, 

H.  C.  ARMSTRONG, 

GEORGE  F.  MOORE. 

Committee 
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Brother  Daniel  Smith,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  made  report,  and  the  report  was  received 
and  concurred  in.     (See  Appendix.) 

Brother  Pinkney  M.  Bruner,  from  the  Committee  on 
Dispensations  No.  1,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPQRT  ON  DISPENSATIONS  NO.  L 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

Your  committee  on  Dispensutionfl  No.  1  beg  leave  to  report,  that 
they  have  examined  the  books  of  Mount  Vernon  Lodge  No.  439, 
Winston  Star  Lodge  No.  436,  '  working  under  Dispensaticn,  and 
find  them  neatly  and  correctly  kept.  And  your  committee  recom- 
mend that  charters  be  issued  to  them,  at  their  request. 

W^e  have  also  examined  the  petition  of  Brothers  James  D.  Hardy, 
Benjamin  J.  Large,  John  A.  Garwile,  Simon  Stein,  James  Q.  Fields, 
Eli  Grim,  Whitman  W.  Brame,  Thomas  H.  Wagner,  and  E.  M.  Card, 
for  a  charter  to  form  a  new  lodge  at  Galera,  in  Shelby  county,  to  be 
known  as  Galera  Lodge  No.  — .  W^e  have  examined  the  dimits  of 
aforesaid  brethren,  and  find  them  in  form  ;  and  your  committee  re- 
commend that  a  charter  be  granted  them. 
All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

P.  M.  BRUNER, 
JAMES  P.  FLOURNOY, 
H.  G.  DISMUKES, 

Gommittee. 

Brother  John  P.  West,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  1,  made^  the  following  leport, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  GHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  1. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

Your  Gommittee  on  Ghartered  Lodges  No  1,  beg  leave  to  report, 
that  having  carefully  examined  the  Returns  submitted  to  them,  they 
find  the  following 

COBBECT  : 

Helion No.    1  ■  Dale No.  25 

Rising  Virtue •*     4     Washington *♦    36 


Macon **  7 

Montgomery **  11 

Saint  Albans "  22 

George  Waskiogton "  24 


Wetumpka "  39 

Mobile *<  40 

Harmony — 2  years ••  46 

Union "  50 
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INCOBBECT  : 

Alabama  No.  3.— Recapitulation  not  filled  oat;  dates  to  initiation 
and  affiliations  in  the  wrong  place;  heading  incorrectly  filled  up;  no 
impression  of  the  Beal. 

MouLTON  No.  f).— Dates  of  Fellow-Crafts  in  the  wrong  place.  Fel- 
low-crafts entered  under  both  E.  A  and  F.  C. 

Farrab  No  8.— Dates  of  suspensions,  reinstatements,  and  rejec- 
tions in  the  wrong  place. 

Gllead  No.  9.— Number  in  the  wrong  place;  ^needsa  new  seaL 

Royal  White  Hart  No.  10. — Recapitulation  not  filled  out  accord- 
ing to  directions. 

Florence  No.  14.— Initials  and  abbreviations  used;  no  dates  to 
reinstatement*. 

Athens  No.  16. — Neither  year  nor  amount  of  dues  indorsed  on  the 
back;  no  date  to  suspensions  N.  P.  D. 

LaFayette  No.  26. — Recapitulation  not  filled  out  according  to 
directions— with  figures;  22  members  and  no  M.  G.,  but  only  pays 
for  21,  duo  the  G.  L.  50  cents. 

•Selma  Fraternal  No.  27. — Not  signed  by  the  W.  M. 

Rising  Sun  No.  29. — Neither  name,  number,  year,  or  amount  of 
dues  indorsed  on  the  back  ;  recapitulation  not  filled  out;  seal  crank- 
sided;  no  date  to  suspensions  N.  P.  D. ;  date  A.  L.  not  filled  out. 

AuTA»;oA  No.  31.--  Recapitulation  not  filled  out;  seal  makes  no  dis- 
tinguishable impression. 

CouRTLAND  No.  37.— Recapitulation  not  filled  out  ;  1  M.  M.  under 
b11  the  heads  of  E.  A.,  F.  C,  and  M.  M.;  initials  and  abbreviatioDS 
used;  dates  in  th«  footing  not  filled  out;  seal  makes  no  legible  im- 
pression; 24  members,  of  which  one  is  an  M.  G.,  only  pays  for  22, 
owes  the  G.  L.  50  cents. 

Livingston  No.  41. — Not  signed  by  the  W.  M. 

Gaston  No.  44.  —John  William  Lee  was  Raised  on  the  5th  of  March, 
1884;  John  Andrew  Lee  was  dimitted  on  the  3rd  September,  1884; 
there  is  no  Lee  in  the  list  of  members. 

Demopclis  No.  49.— Recapitulation  not  filled  out  with  figures 
according  to  directions;  date  at  the  bottom  not  filled  out. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

JOHN  P.  WEST, 
JAMES  A.  HOLLO  WAY, 

Committee. 

The  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers  made 
tlie  following  report,  and  the  report  was  received  and 
ijoncurred  in. 
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REPORT  ON  DOINGS  OF  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

To  tJie  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  i 

Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  duty  of  inqniring  into 
and  reporting  upon  *'  The  Doings  of  Grand  Officers,"  for  the  past 
Masonic  year,  have  performed  that  dnty,  and  beg  leave  to  make  the 
following  report : 

Grand  Master,  John  H.  Bankhead,  .laid  the  Corner  Stone  of  the 
assembly  hall  of  the  Cedar  Grove  Male  Academy  at  Livingston,  on 
September  2d,  1884,  in  the  presence  of  fwo  thousand  people.  At  the 
request  of  the  lodges  at  Selma,  he  also  hiid  the  Comer  Stone  of  the 
Selma  Iron  Bridge,  which  is  to  span  the  Alabama  river  at  that  place, 
on  the  7th  of  November,  which  was  witnessed  by  three  thoasand 
people. 

On  each  of  these  occasions,  by  invitation  of  Masons  and  citizens, 
D(Q>uty  Grand  Master  John  Gideon  Harris,  delivered  an  address  at 
Livingston,  on  Masonry  in  its  practical  bearings  on  society  and  civil- 
ization ;  and  at  Selma,  on  the  progress  of  the  arts  and  sciences  ;  bat 
more  especially  the  art  of  architecture  as  it  relates  to  the  progress  of 
nations.  Deputy  Grand  Master  Harris,  also,  by  invitation  of  the  re- 
spective lodges  of  Green,  Didlaa,  Bibb,  and  Calhoun,  delivered  one 
public  address  in  each  county  on  the  subject  of  ''The  Duty  and 
Responsibility  of  Masons,"  and  the  principles  and  tenets  of  the  Fra- 
ternity. From  information  your  committtee  are  satisfied  that  these 
addresses  were  well  received  and  beneficial  to  the  Fraternity. 

The  Right  Worshipful  Junior  Grand  Warden,  William  T.  Atkins, 
in  Msponse  to  a  previous  request,  attended  the  funeral  of  brother 
James  A.  Wood,  who  was  one  of  the  CommiUeo  on  Work;  and  per- 
formed the  burial  service  in  accordance  with  our  custom.  Brother 
Atkins  also  assisted  in  doiug  the  Work  in  several  lodges. 

From  information  received  your  committee  are  fully  satisfied  that 
the  public  addresses  delivered  by  Deputy  Grand  Master,  Brother 
Harris,  in  the  counties  above  referred  to,  did  a  great  deal  of  good  in 
removing  many  of  the  objections  to  the  Fraternity;  and  if  more  pub- 
lic addresses  were  delivered  during  the  year  by  brethren  well  versed 
in  the  principles  of  our  Fraternity,  and  its  relation  to  society,  and 
the  welfare  of  man.  Masonry  would,  in  our  opinion,  receive  a  for- 
ward movement. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

W.  S.  FORD, 
J.  A.  GOODWIN, 
W.  H.  CHAPMAN, 
E.  n.  NEWTON, 
JAS.  A  WILLIAMS, 
4  Committee. 


50 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 


[1884. 


Brother  George  W.  Porter,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  3,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concnrred  in. 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  3. 

7b  the  Jf.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  3,  beg  leave  to  make  the 
following  report.  Having  examined  the  Retoms  snbmitted  to  them, 
they  find  the  following — 

COBBSCT  : 


Henry No.     91 


Tnckabat<:hee " 

Lozahutchee *' 

Fulton " 

Hartwell •. " 

New  Berne . .  ** 

Shiloh " 


96 

97 

98 

101 

102 

105 


Hermon No.  106 

Oak  Bowery;  1883 "    108 

Forest  Hill «*    114 

Notasulga "     119 

YorkviUe "    131 

Wiley "    134 


INCOBBECT : 

Danville  No.  95. — For  1883,  recapitalation  not  filled  ont,  table  of 
fees  not  filled  ont,  date  at  the  bottom  not  filled  out,  seal  illegible  and 
cranksided. 

Benson  No.  103. — Recapitulation  not  filled  oat,  initials  nsed,  seal 
illegible. 

Good  Samabitan  No.  104. — Recapitulation  not  filled  ont  according  to 
directions,  initials  and  abbreviations  used,  seal  cranksided. 

Oak  Boweby  No.  108.— For  1884— Date  at  the  bottom  not  filled  oat 

Sylvan  No.  111. — Two  years — Recapitalation  not  filled  oat  accord- 
ing to  directions,  seal  illegible. 

DeKalb  No.  116— Neither  name  nor  number  indorsed  on  the  back  ; 
table  of  Fees  incorrectly  filled  out— beimg  for  the  whole  amount  of 
fees  received  during  the  year  instead  of  the  amount  charged  for  the 
degrees  and  for  affiliation. 

Camp  Hill  No.  120.— Recapitulation  incorrectly  filled  oat,  no  given 
name  to  one  member. 

Felix  No.  124. — Neither  heading  nor  date  A.  L.  filled  out,  initials 
used. 

MoBTiMEB  Ri:ei>eb  No.  126. — Two  years— for  1883  no  date  to  Sos- 
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pensions  N.  P.  D.,  for  1884  recapitulation  improperly  filled  ont  and 
not  according  to  directions. 

All  of  wbicli  is  fraternally  submitted, 

GEORGE  W.  PORTER, 
ALISON  C.  UPCHURCH, 
DAVID  L.  PEEL, 

Committee. 

POSTPONED. 

The  report  on  the  resolutions  to  district  the  State 
and  appoint  Lecturers,  as  they  appear  in  the  Proceed- 
ings of  1883,  on  page  35,  was  postponed  until  the  An- 
nual Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  December 

1885. 

Brother  Daniel  Smith,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  offered  the  following  resolution,  and  it  was 
adopted. 

TO  SELL  BONDS. 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  Trustees  of  the  Permanent  Trust  Fund  of  this 
Grand  Lodge,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  instructed  to  sell,  at  an  early 
day,  the  U.  S.  44  per  cent.  Bond,  and  tioo  of  the  U.  S.  4  per  cent. 
Bonds,  now  held  by  them,  all  of  the  denomination  of  one  thousand 
dollars,  and  invest  the  proceeds  in  Alabama  Bonds,  Glass  A. 

Brother  Palmer  J.  Pillans  offered  a  resolution  pro- 
posing the  following  questions  to  the  Lodges  of  this 
Jurisdiction,  and  the  resolution  was  adopted  : 

QUESTIONS  TO  LODGES. 

Resob^l,  That  the  B.  W.  Grand  Secretary  shall  forward  to  each 
lodge  within  this  jurisdiction  a  printed  sheet  containing  the  following 
questions,  and  that  the  said  lodges  be  required  to  answer  the  same, 
and  send  the  answers  up  with  their  annual  Betums  to  the  next  and 
each  succeeding  Grand  Lodge — 

How  many  members  have  you? 

How  many  of  them  are  Ministers  of  the  GrospelV 

What  dues  do  you  charge  ? 


62  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  [1884, 

What  amount  was  collected  during  the  past  year  ? 

Do  you  own  the  lodge  hall  or  do  you  rent  it  ? 

If  owned  by  you — what  is  its  value  ? 

Is  it  occupied  exclusiyely  by  the  lodge,  or  does  any  other  body  use  it? 

If  used  by  others,  what  amount  do  you  deriye  from  it  ? 

What  is  the  value  of  your  furniture  ? 

Is  the  Hall  (if  owned  by  you)  and  furniture  insured,  and  for  what 
amount  ? 

Do  you  derive  any  revenue  from  it,  and  how  much  ? 

Have  you  any  fund  in  cash,  or  invested,  and  how  much  ? 

Are  there  any  widows  or  orphan  children  of  deceased  members 
among  you,  and  how  many  ? 

Have  you  spent  anything  in  charity  during  the  year,  and  how  much, 
and  for  what  purpose  ? 

Do  you  send  the  children  to  school? 

If  you  rent  your  lodge,  what  do  you  pay  for  it  ? 

POSTPONED. 

The  consideration  of  the  subject  of  the  Masonic  Home 
and  College  was  postponed  until  the  first  evening  of  the 
next  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  at  8 
o'clock. 

Brother  Williatn  Theodore  Atkins,  Grand  Junior 
Warden,  oflfered  the  following  resolution,  and  it  was 
adopted. 

DISPENSATION  TO  ANNISTON  CONTINUED. 

Besolvtd,  That  the  Dispensation  to  Anniston  Lodge  No.  443  be  con- 
tiuued  at  the  request  of  said  lodge,  until  the  next  Annual  Communi- 
cation of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Brother  Henry  Clay  Tompkins  oflfered  the  following 
resolution,  and  it  was  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Secretary  be,  and  he  is  hereby  instruct- 
ed to  print  in  the  proceediDgs  of  this  Communication  the  several  mat- 
ters deferred  from  the  last  Communication  to  this,  and  again  deferred 
at  this  CoiiimunicatioD  to  the  Consideration  of  the  next  Annual  Com- 
munication. 
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The  foregoing  resolution  includes  the  following  : 

MASONIC  HOME  AND  COLLEGE. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  OfflcerSf  and  Memftera  of 

ifte  M.  W,  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

Tho  committee  appointed  at  the  last  Communication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  to  wliom  was  referred  the  yarions  resolutions  touching  the 
establishment  of  a  Masonic  Home  in  Alabama,  have  carefully  con- 
sidered the  same  and  have  used  such  diligence  as  its  importance 
demands. 

Your  committee  have  been  able  to  devise  no  plan  for  recommenda- 
tion, for  your  committee  believe  that  to  insure  success  in  so  great  an 
enterprise,  will  require  the  united  and  persistent  effort  of  all  the 
Lodges  and  Masons  in  Alabama.  This  your  committee  do  not  believe 
can  ever  be  accomplished  if  left  to  the  voluntary  contributions  of 
either  lodges  or  Masons.  To  accomplish  the  end  in  view  your  com- 
mittee think  that  an  association  should  be  chartered  by  the  legislature, 
providing  for  the  Grand  Master  as  one  of  the  directors,  and  entitling 
such  Lodges  as  may  pay  a  given  sum  to  proper  representation  therein. 
Such  would  properly  have  to  be  referred  to  a  special  committee,  con- 
sisting of  brethren  learned  in  the  law,  which  your  committee  recom- 
mend. 

Your  committee  also  think  that  a  fixed  annual  amount  should  be 
raised  by  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  to  this  end  they  recommend  that  the 
committee  on  Jurisprudence  bo  required  to  prepare  an  amendment 
to  the  constitution  whereby  each  Lodge  may  be  taxed  per  capita,  in 
such  sum  as  may  be  deemed  necessary. 

Your  committee  further  recommend  that  the  committee  on  Juris- 
prudence also  prepare  and  submit  to  this  Grand  Lodge,  further 
amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  requiring  each 
Lodge  to  send  up  to  the  Grand  Lodge  annually,  with  its  other  returns, 
one-third  of  the  amount  received  by  each  Lodge  for  conferring  the 
several  degrees. 

Your  committee  are  aware  that  these  recommendations  may  be 
esteemed  vexatious  delays,  but  in  a  matter  of  such  great  importance, 
and  also  so  much  desired  by  every  Mason  within  this  jurisdiction, 
every  step  taken  ought  to  be  taken  with  care  and  proper  circumspeo- 
tion.  Too  many  of  such  undertakings  have  failed  because  of  too 
great  haste.  We  cannot  expect  much  to  result  in  our  day,  but  with 
proper  care  and  prudence  we  may  lay  the  foundation  for  a  Temple 
dedicatedT  to  charity,  which  will  shower  blessings  on  untold  genera- 
tions. 
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Ynrr  committee  pray  to  be  discharged  from  further  consideration 
of  the  subject.  P.  J.  PILLANS, 

JOS.  H.  JOHNSON, 
JAS.  A.  BILBRO, 
LEWIS  W.  TURPIN, 

Committee. 

TO   DISTRICT  THE-  STATE   AND   APPOINT    LECTURERS. 

Resolvedy  1.  That  the  masonic  jurisdiction  of  this  Most  Worshipful 
Grand  Lodge  be  divided  int<i  four  Districts,  aod  that  the  Most  Wor- 
shipful Grand  Master,  and  his  successors  in  office,  shall  appoint  one 
Lecturer  in  each  of  said  districts,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  verify  the 
work  in  his  district. 

2.  That  the  lecturers  so  appointed  shall  produce  certificates  from 
the  Chairmnn  of  the  Coraiuittee  on  Work,  certifying  that  they  aro 
fully  competent  to  exemplify  the  work. 

3.  That  the  subordinate  lodges  composing  the  several  districts 
shall  pay  the  expenses  of  the  lecturer,  whenever  they  may  desire  his 
services. 

Brother  Lewis  W.  Turpin  offered  the  following  res- 
olution, and  it  was  adopted  : 

TWO  BLANKS  TO  BE  SENT. 

Resolvcilj  That  the  Grand  Secretary  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  instructed 
to  send  to  tlie  secretary  of  each  of  the  subordinate  lodges  working 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  two  blank  Grand  Lodge 
Returns— instead  of  one — as  is  now  his  custom. 

ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

Brother  William  Story  Foster,  from  the  Committee 
on  Leave  of  jihsence,  made  report,  and  the  report  was 
received  and  concurred  in,  and  ordered  to  be  filed. 

INSTALLATION   OF  GRANT)  OFFICERS. 

Brother  Joseph  Henry  Johnson,  P.  G.  M.,  installed 
the  newly  elected  Grand  Master,  who  then  installed 
the  other  Grand  Officers. 
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The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  appointed  the  following  as 
a  Special  Committee  to  make  terms  with  the  Bail- 
roads: 

SPECIAL   COMMITTEE. 

Philip  C.  Candidns,  Mobile, 

Henry  Clark  Davidson,  Montgomery, 

William  Theodore  Atkins,  Selma. 

The  following  were  announced  by  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Master  as  the  appointed  Grand  Officers  and  Standing 
Committees  of  the  Grand  Lodge  : 

FOREIGN  COKRESPONDENCE, 

Palmer  Job  Pillans Mobile. 

SUSPENSIONS,  EXPULSIONS,  AND  APPEALS. 

William  Yates  Titcomb Anniston. 

John  W.  Pnrifoy Snow  Hill. 

John  DeLoach Monroeville. 

Samuel  K.  McSpadden Centre. 

William  G.  Cochrane Tuscaloosa. 

MASONIC    JURISPRUDENCE. 

Joseph  Henry  Johnson,  M.  D Talladega. 

Palmer  Job  Pillans Mobile. 

Henry  Clay  Armstrong Opelika. 

Henry  Clay  Tompkins. .    Montgomery. 

George  Dashiell  Norris,  M.  D New  Market. 

WORK. 

James  M.  Bmndidge Decatur. 

Bobert  J.  Redden Moscow. 

Anf^us  M.  Scott Ozark. 

William  Wallace  McOollum Briarfleld. 

James  Andrew  Bilbro Tuskegee. 


5(5  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  GRAND  LODGE.        [IRS^. 

MINUTES  READ. 

There  being  no  further  business  to  be  brought  be- 
fore the  Grand  Lodge  at  this  Grand  Annual  Communi- 
cation, the  minutes  vrere  read  and  approved. 

CLOSED. 

And  then,  after  solemn  prayer  to  the  Throne  of  Grace 
by  the  E.  W.  and  Eev.  Grand  Chaplain,  Brother  Wil- 
liam Carey  Bledsoe,  the  Sixty-Fourth  Annual  Grand 
Communication  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge 
of  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  Alabama  and 
its  Masonic  Jurisdiction,  was  closed  in  Ample  Form, 
and  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master's  Gavel  fell  at  20  minutes 
to  10  o'clock. 

DANIEL  SAYRE, 

Grand  Secretary. 
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GRAND  SECRETAEY'S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


M.  W.  Gband  Lodge  of  Alabama, 

In  AccounJt  wUh  DAXIEL  ISA  YRE, 

Grand  Secretary. 
1883.  CR. 

Dec.      5.     By  Dnes  At  this  Grand  Communication.  $3,C25  00 

C'jish  received  for  Charters     70  00 

Branchville  No.  433 

Ware  No.  435 

H).  Amount  of  Contingent  Fund IKX)  00 

LODOE  DUES. 

15.  By  Dues  from  Courtland  No.  37,  for  '82  7  50 

«»  Fellowship  No.  172 10  00 

17.  "        **  Fulton  No.  98 9  50 

1884. 

Jan.    18.  **        "  Florence  No.  14 22  00 

31 .  **        "  Alabama  No.  3 23  00 

Feb.   23.  "        «•  Pleasant  Hill  No.  321...  12  00 

Mar.   21.  **        «*  Mount  Zion     "    304...  15  00 

AprU    8.  *•        "  Havana            "    123...  13  00-      118  00 

1884.  DISPENSATIONS. 

Feb.    21.     By  Dispensation  for  Forney  No.  440. .  35  00 

July    10.  ••  •*    Laaker    "    441..  35  00 

17.   '  "  "    Bethlehem  No.'442  35  00 

Aug.      4.  "  "    Annistnn  No.  443  35  00 

20.  "  "    Allsboro  No.  444 .  35  00-$    175  00 

By  proceedings  sold 1  25 

amount  received  for  property  in 

Marion 150  00 

amount  received  for  Certificates. ..  81  50 

**  **  **   Digests 30  00-      11150 

$5,150  75 
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1883.  DR. 

Dec.    10.     To  amonnt  paid  Grand  Treasurer 

**        **      Grand  TreaHurer 

**        **      Negro  labor 

1884. 

To  amount  paid  for  printing,  &c 

"        "      Po.-.t  Office  biUs. 

"        "      Gas  biUs 

**        **      Expressage  .... 

Nov.   26.     To  cash  paid  Grand  Treasurer 


Montgomery,  December  1,  1884. 


$3,625  00 
70  00 
22  85 

554  30 

8175 

38  40 
325 
755  20— $5,150  75 


DANIEL  SAYRE, 

Grand  Secretary. 
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GRAND  TREASURER'S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


WiLiiiAM  H.  DiNoiiST,  Grand  Treasurer, 

In  account  wUh  the  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA. 
1883  DB. 

Dec.    3.    To  balance $   839  70 

10.  Beceived  from  Grand  Secretary 3,625  00 

"  "        "  "         ....       70  00 

1884 
Nov.  26.  *'  "        "  "         ....      755  20-$5,289  90 

1883  GB. 

Dec.    5.    By  Com.  on  Work,  M.  J.  Greene. .  .28  34  00 

Com.  on  Work,  W.  W.  McCullum.29  32  00 

Grand  Chaplain 30  25  OG 

Com.  on  Work,  A.  M.  Scott 31  50  00 

Com.  on  Appeals,  W.  Y.  Titcomb.32  25  00 

6.  Com.  on  Work,  J.  M.  Bnindridge.  33  70  00 
Com.  on  Correspondence 34  200  00 

7.  Grand  Tiler 35  50  00 

Grund  Steward,  J.  W.  Martin. .  .36  25  00 

Grand  Steward  Account 37  21  00 

10.  Grand  Treasurer 38       150  00 

13.  Grand  Secretary 39    1,000  00 

14.  Bent 40       80000 

Contingent  Fund 41       900  00 

1884 

Jan.    4.  Grand  Steward,  C.  A.  Allen 42  25  00 

Nov.  10.          Permanent  Trust  Fund,  see  Pro- 
ceedings 1883,  p.  60.. , 966  77 

26.  Grand  Master 43  20  00— $4,393  77 

Dec.     1.         Balance  on  band 896  13 

•  

$5,289  90 
MoNTOOMEBT,  Ala.,  Dcc.  1,  1884. 

WM.  H.  DINGLEY, 

Grand  Treasurer. 
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ANNUAL  KEPOKT  OF  TRUSTEES  OF  PEEMA- 

NENT  TRUST  FUND. 


Tbustees  of  Pebmanent  Tbust  Fund, 

In  accourU  tciOi  GRAXD  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA. 

1883  DR. 

Dec.    3.    To  balance $    233  15 

1884  Interest  on  $3,900  U.  S.  4  per  cent 

registered  bonds 156  00 

Interest  on  $1,000  U.  S.  4 J  per  cent 

registered  bonds 45  00 

Interest  on  $1,200  U.  S.  4  per  cent. 

coupon  bonds— January 12  00 

Interest  on  $3,100  Ala.  3  per  cent. 

coupon  bonds— January 46  50 

Interest  on  $5, GOO  Ala.  3  per  cent. 

coupon  bonds — July 84  00 

Received  from  $1,200  U.  S.  coupon 

bonds 1,474  50 

Receceived  from  Grand  Treasurer 

(see  Proceedings  1883,  p.  60) 966  77— $3,017  9i 

1884  CR. 

Jan.  By  paid  for  $2,000  Ala.  bonds 1,620  00 

July  Paid  for  $500  Ala.  bonds 417  50 

Nov.  15.  Paid  for  $1,000  Ala.  bonds 793  75 

Balance  on  hand 186  67— $3,017  9i 

Montgomery,  Aul,  Dec.  1,  1884. 

Herewith   find  statement  of  4he  condition   of  Permanent  Trast 

Fund.    In   accordance   with  the  instructions   of  the   Committee  on 

Finance,  we  have  sold  the  $1,200  coupon  U.  S.  bonds  and  inverted 

the  proceeds  in  Alabama  State  bonds.     We  have  suso  had  $6,000  of 

State  bonds  registered. 

DANIEL  SAYRE, 

WM.  H.  DINGLEY, 

Trosieefi. 
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PBE8ENT  CONDITION  OF  THE  FUND. 


Registered  Bonds —  No. 

U.  S.  loan  of  1891,  4i  per  cent 6760 

of  1907.  4  per  cent 68214 

of  1907,  4  per  cent 68215 

of  1907,  4  per  cent 37186 

of  1907,  4  per  cent 36940 

of  1907,  4  per  cent 40884 

of  1907,  4  per  cent 40883 

of  1907,  4  per  cent 78320 

of  1907,  4  per  cent 78321 


(( 


it 


u 


it 


<( 


<< 


(( 


(( 


Ala.  loan  of  1906,  3  per  cent. No.  9  . 

**  of  1906,  3  per  cent.  779  .. 

of  1906,  3  per  cent.  2862  . . 

of  1906,  3  per  cent.  3315  . . 

of  1906,  3  per  cent.  3901  . . 

of  1906,  3  per  cent  ^930  [•• 

Ooupon  Bonds — 
Alabama  loan  of  1906— Class  "A.". . . . 
"     "  of  1906 


i( 


«( 


«< 


<( 


622 
623 
624 
625 
626 


<( 


Cash 


$1,000  00— $1,000  00 
1,000  00 
1,000  00 
1,000  00 

500  00 

100  00 

100  00 

100  00 

100  00— $3,900  00 
1,000  00 
1,000  00 
1,000  00 
1,000  00 
1,000  00 


627      1,000  00— $6,000  00 

6271         500  00 

8769         100  00—     600  00 


Annual  interest,  $399  00. 


$11,500  (K) 
186  67 

$11,686  67 
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REPORT  ON  FINANCK 


To  Ihe  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

Your  Committee  on  Finance  beg  leave  to  report  that  thej  haTe  care- 
fully examined  che  financial  reports  of  the  B.  W.  Grand  Secretary 
and  the  B.  W.  Grand  Treasurer,  and  find  tbem  correct. 

From  tbe  B.  W.  Grand  Secretary's  report  we  find  that  he  received 
at  yoor  last  Annual  Gommnnication — 

For  dues $3,625  00 

Dues  received  since  that  time 118  00 

Making  amount  of  dues  received  during  the  year $3,743  00 

Beceived  for  proceedings  sold $  1  25 

"        "    property  in  Marion 150  00 

"        "    certificates. 8150 

Digests  sold  (due  Trust  Fund) 30  00 

2  charters  (due  Trust  Fund) $    70  00 

<*    5  Dispensations  (due  Trust  Fund).     175  00->  245  00 
Contingent  Fund  appropriated  at  last  Communi- 
cation    900  00 


it        (( 
tt        (I 


» 


Making  a  total  of $5,150  75 

Which  he  has  paid  out  on  proper  vouchers  as 

follows  : 

To  Grand  Treasurer $4,450  20 

For  Contingent  expenses  during  the  year  on 

proper  vouchers  submitted  to  us 700  55 —    $5,150  75 

The  B.  Vi.  Grand  Treasurer  had  on  hand  at  your  last  Annu- 
al Communication  a  balance  of $   839  70 

Since  that  time  ho  has  received  from  tbe  Grand  Secretary .  4,450  30 

Making  a  total  of $5,289  90 

And  has  paid  out  on  proper  vouchers $1,393  77 

Leaving  in  his  hand  at  commencement  of  present  Commu- 
nication   $  896  13 
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Amonot  brought  up $         8iMJ  13 

Add  estimnted  recoiptj*  from  ducH  for  yenr  end- 
ing December  1st.  18H5  (bused  ou  liist  year's 
receipts)     S3,70U  (K) 

Buck  Dnos  say  (last  yenr  they  were  SllH. ) KK)  00 

Charters,  Dispensations,  Ae.,  say  (hist  2   years 

thoY  amounted  to  $2-10  each  year) 200  00 


Making  estimated  receipts $      4,000  00 


Making  amount  due  Trust  Fund   275  00 

Expenses  of  your  (Irand  Junior  Warden 
Attending  Funeral  of  Brother  Wood. .  12  80 


Or  a  total  of $      4,^590  13 

Of  this  amount  your  (^^mmittee  recommend  the 
following  appropriations  to  defni^'  current  ex- 
penses : 

Salary  of  Grand  Secretary  for  last  yenr $1,(K)0  00 

**       *'       **      Treasurer  for  last  yenr 150  00 

Grand  Tiler  for  this'  communication 50  00 

Chairman  Committee  on  Correspondence  200  00 

Grand  Chai)lnin,  this  (Communication  25  00 

Chairman  Committee  on  Suspensions,  Expul- 
sions, and  Appeals 25  00 

Rent  ot  Grand  Lodge  Hall 800  00 

Contingent  Fund  for  Grand  Secretary 900  00 

Grand  Master  for  Contingent  Expenses 200  00 

Adam  R.  Baker's  bill  of  expen.>es  about  Grand 
Lodge  this  Communication  as  per  bills  pre- 
sented         38  45 

Permanent  Trust  Fund  for  2  charters.  .5  70  00 

5  Dispensations 175  00 

Sale  of  Digests 30  00 


Total  appropriation $      3,676  25 


Leaving  an  estimated  balance  of $      1,219  88 

And,  as  the  ap2)Topriations  made  last  year  were  not  consumed  by 
about  $400,  and  the  same  appropriations  are  recommended  above, 
showing,  as  we  think,  that  the  bahinco  estimate  to  be  in  hand  or 
available  will  not  bo  needed  to  defray  the  expensofl  of  the  current 

5 
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year,  we    recommend  that  an  additional  appropriation  of  $900  be 
made  to  the  Permanent  Trust  Fund. 


PERMANENT  TRUST  FUND. 

Your  committee  have  also  examined  the  annual  report  of  the 
Trustees  of  yonr  Permanent  Trust  Fund,  and  find  that  at  date  of  last 

report  they  hud  an  unexpended  balance  of $      2.^  15 

They  have  collected  interest  on  bonds  during  the  year. . . .  3-13  50 
Received  from  Grand  Treasurer,  as  appropriated  b^-  Grand 

Lodge,  on  page  GO  of  last   Proceedings ;i66  77 

From   sale  of  $1,200  U.  S.  coupon  bond,  as  directed  by 

Grand  Lodge  on  page  6,  of  last  proceedings 1,474  50 

Making $  3,017  iri 

Of  this  amount  they  have  paid  for —  • 

2  Ala.  bonds,  class  *•  A"— par  value  $1,000,  cost.  .$1,C»20  00 
1     ''         "  **         **        **         **  500,    **   ..       417  50 

1     ♦*        "  **        **        "        "      1,000,    "   ..       7113  75— 2  831  25 

Leaving  balance  cash  on  hand $    186  67 


CONDITION  OF  PERMANENT    TRUST  FUND. 

1  U.  S.  4A  per  cent,  bond,  par  value $  1,000  00 

3  **     4      **       **         "         **         **     3,000  00 

1      **    4      **       **         "        **         '•     5<X)  00 

4  **     4      **       **         **         "         **     400  00 

Making  of  U.  S.  bonds $     4,l)0<)  00 

0  Alabama  bonds,  class  **  A,"  par   Vidue $  0,000  00 

1  *'  "  **  n       ii         it     500  00 

1  **  **  "  «.       «t         i*     H^X)  (X) 

Making  of  Alabama  bonds $     O.GO)  (W 

Oratotal  of $  \\,o^M)  (fO 

All  abov(»  bonds  (except  $(K)0  of  Alabama)  have  been  proi>erly  refi- 
istered  as  directed  by  the  Grand  Lodge  at  luBt  annual  communication, 
page  01. 
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The  State  of  Alabama  having  made  no  proviflion  for  registering 
bonds  of  less  aggregate  amount  than  $1,000,  acconnts  for  the  $600, 
above  alluded  to,  not  being  registered. 

The  premium  on  the  U.  S.  bonds  and  the  disrount  on  the  Alabama 
bonds  is  so  nearly  cqnal  as  to  make  no  material  change  in  the  gross 
amount  as  given  above.  Hence,  no  statement  of  premiums  and  dis- 
counts are  made. 

In  this  connection,  however,  we  would  say,  that,  in  1880  the  rate 
of  interest  on  the  Alabama  bonds,  now  belonging  to  your  Permanent 
Trust  Fund,  will  adrance  one  j>er  ceni.j  when  the  market  value  of  said 
bonds  will,  no  doubt,  increase  from  8  to  10  per  cent.,  and  the  mar- 
ket value  of  your  Trust  Fund  will  exceed  its  (yjgregate  par  value. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  wo  note  the  steady  and  rapid  growth  of  this 
Fund,  and  we  look  with  no  less  pleasure  than  pride  to  the  time,  iu  the 
near  future,  when,  with  this  fund  properly  husbanded,  the  Grand 
Lodge  will  not  only  have  a  home  of  its  own,  but  will  be  able  to  re- 
lieve from  dues  all  the  Lodges  in  this  jurisdiction,  and  at  the  same 
time  defray  all  necessary  expenses  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

DANIEL  SMITH, 

Chairman. 
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REPORT  ON  FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE. 


BY  P.  J.  PILLANS. 


To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Mastery  Officers,  and  Members, 

of  the  M.  W.  Grand  lAxlje  of  the  State  of  Alabama : 

Your  committee  on  correKpondence  bepj  leave  to  submit  the  following 
review  of  the  proceedings  of  such  Grand  Lodges  as  have  been  sub- 
mitted to  it.  We  are  happy  in  stating  that  but  one  is  absent.  We 
have  tried  to  obtain  this.  New  Mexico,  but  thus  far  without  success. 
Should  it  come  to  hand  before  it  be  too  late  for  the  printer  it  will 
be  forwarded  to  Grand  Secretary  for  insertion. 

ARKANSAS. 

The  Forty-Eighth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
this  State  was  held  on  the  27th  Noveuiber,  1883,  with  Grand  Master 
Logan  H.  Roots  in  the  East,  and  representAtives  from  *271  lodges 
present.  There  are  357  lodges  in  the  jurisdiction,  with  a  member- 
ship of  some  11,000.  We  cannot  say  whether  there  was  a  loss  or  gain 
during  the  year,  but  the  number  lost  from  suspensions  and  expulsions 
reaches  the  enormous  ligure  of  815,  and  of  these  340  were  for  non- 
paym(jnt  of  dues.  Of  the  condition  of  the  Craft,  however,  the  Grand 
Master,  who  visited  more  than  three-fourths  of  the  lodges,  says  : 

An  examination  of  the  record  made  by  the  Masonic  Fraternity  of 
this  jurisdiction  during  the  year  just  closing  affords  the  Fraternity 
ample  reason  for  felicitation  Congratulations  are  deserved,  because 
there  has  been  more  zeal  to  improve  in  Masonry,  than  to  increase  the 
number  of  Masons.  Congratulations  are  deserved,  because  so  many 
of  the  d«  rraant  and  non-afUliatcs  have  been  awjikened  to  an  appreci- 
ation of  active  work  in  ^Iasonr>'.  Gougratuhitions  are  deserved, 
because  notwithstanding  it  has  not  been  a  year  of  special  tinaucial 
prosperity,  there  has  been  an  uuusual  number  of  new  edifices  com- 
menced or  dedicated  to  Masonry.  Congratulations  are  des»  rved, 
because  there  has  been  an  almost  universal  exhibition  of  emulation, 
without  bitterness,  and  a  hearty  striving  to  see  who  can  best  work 
and  best  agree.     Congratulations  are  deserved,  because  the  standard 


70  APPENDIX.  [\S^. 

of  morality  requisite  for  ndniission  has  been  elevated,  and  the  prac- 
tice of  teniperancc.  and  every  olber  social  and  moral  virtne,  essential 
to  ])nrity  of  life,  is  being  more  and  more  impcrativelj'  inculcated  and 
demanded  by  the  Arkansas  Masonic  Fraternity.  Snroly  it  \\ill  for- 
ever be  one  of  the  most  prond  and  joyful  memories  of  my  life,  that 
in  the  year  1883  I  was  Grand  Master  ot  Masons  of  Arkansas. 

"With  the  rulings  of  the  Grand  Master  i^e  generally  agree,  yet  we 
do  not  think  him  correct  in  his  twentieth,  although  the  very  able 
committee  on  jurisprudence,  with  P.  G.  M.  English  at  its  bead,  in 
their  rejiort  re-enunciate  the  proposition.     We  give  the  ti/^cision  : 

20.  A  vote  authorizing  the  gmntingof  a  dimit,  does  rot  ronstitute 
a  dimittal.  If,  theref<  re,  a  brother  who  has  been  voted  a  dimit.  de- 
sires to  lemain  a  member  of  the  same  lodge,  the  lodge  at  any  lime 
previous  to  the  actual  issuance  of  the  di|pit  can  by  a  simple  vote 
continue  the  brother  a  member.  But  after  the  dimit  has  be«n  actu- 
ally executed  and  delivered,  the  brother  can  not  become  a  member  of 
the  Lodge  without  a  regular  application  and  affiliation. 

Our  view  is  that  the  dimit  having  been  granted  by  the  Lodge,  and 
made  a  part  of  the  record,  cannot  be  revoked  by  the  Lodge.  Sujv 
pose  a  Brother  asks  a  dimit,  moves,  to  a  distant  pa^t,  after  a  time  re- 
turns to  remain  in  his  old  home,  the  certificate  not  however  having 
been  issued  through  the  negligence  of  the  secretary,  will  it  be  conten- 
ded that  the  Lodge  may  cancel  its  action  and  collect  the  accumu!ate<l 
dues?  A  certificate  of  dimit  is  only  the  evidence  of  the  action  of 
the  Lodge,  and  a  proper  passport  to  the  brother  holding  it. 

This  Grand  Lodge  has  before  it  a  proposition  to  have  its  Lodges 
most  excellently  officered,  or  hamstrung,  one.  The  resolution  is  be- 
low, to  be  acted  upon  at  the  next  communication  : 

Besolvedj  That  no  member  of  any  lodge,  subordinate  to  this  Grand 
Lodge,  shall  be  eligible  to  be  elected  to  the  office  of  Worshipfal 
Master  of  any  such  subordinate  Lodge,  unless  he  be  an  actual  Past 
Master,  or  is  the  possessor  of  a  certificate  signed  by  the  Kight  Wor- 
shipful Grand  Lecturer,  or  some  one  of  tne  Right  Worshipful  iJistrict 
Deputy  (irand  Masters  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  or  by  three  actual  Pa.st 
Masters  of  subordinate  Lodges;  which  certificate  shall  state  that  sucli 
member  has  been  examined  and  found  thoroughly  capable  of  per- 
forming the  duties  appertaining  to  said  office  of  Worshipful  Master. 

Grand  Master  Boots  declining  a  re-electionBrotber  John  J.  Sampter 
was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother  Fay  Hempstead,  Grand 
Secretary. 

Brother  George  E.  Dodge  *tnado  the  report  on  correspondence, 
reviewing  Alabama  for  1882.  In  this  he  pays  a  feeling  tribute  to  our 
lamented  predecessor,   Brother  Beers,  quoting  Past  Grand  Master 
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Cf>l>b's  vrorfls  of  grief  and  symputhy  in  conveyinpj  tho  intolligence  to 
the  virund  Lodge.     Of  the  bnsint'sfl  of  our  Grand  Lodge  he  says  : 

Besides  tho  initiatory  steps  towards  theestalilislimentof  a  *'Ma8onio 
Home  and  Collude,"  (whi<:h  may  the  Lord  pr»tect,  as  we  have  found 
from  experience  that  Unite  aid  m  such  enterprises  is  c(mspicuous  for 
it«  absence),  little  wa^^  done  b.'vond  the  ordinar}'  routine,  and  tho 
recoguiti«»n  of  the  new  Grand  Lodge  of  Arizona. 

This,  because  St.  John's  College  has  ceased  to  bo  Rupportod  and  is 
about  to  be  sold  to  provide  a  home  lor  the  Grand  Lodge. 

APilZONA. 

The  Second  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  Ter- 
ritory was  held  on  November  Kith,  l.s8i,  with  the  (irand  Master,  John 
Tabor  Alsap,  in  the  East,  and  representative  from  four  Lodges.  'J  hero 
are  yet  V)ut  live  Lodges  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  young  sister, 
embracing  35.3  members,  having  increased  fifty  daring  the  year. 

The  (Jrand  ^Master  auTiounced  that  i>eace  and  prosperity  reigned 
among  the  Lodg»'S,  but  few  qirestioiiK  had  been  asked  of  him,  and 
these  were  rt^adilj'  answered  by  r«^ference  to  the  C<»nstilution  of  the 
Grand  Lodge.  No  Dispensation  for  the  opening  or  forming  of  a  new 
Lodge  had  Vieen  ap[>lied  for. 

We  very  much  doubt  the  propriety  of  stretching  the  prerogative  of 
the(trand  blaster  so  much  as  to  grant  a  Dis])ensatiou  to  re-hallot  upon 
the  petition  of  a  rejected  candidate.  Yet  this  wtis  exercised  twic^'  by 
our  M.  W.  Brother,  by  which  he  was  phiced  io  an  awkward  i>osition, 
as  h(i  himself  tells. 

During  the  year  I  have  gr.inted  two  dispensations  to  re-ballot  upon 
the  jietition  of  rejected  candidat«s  for  the  degrees.  In  both  cases  it 
Was  ct^rtiticd  to  mo  tluit  the  petition  for  dispiMisation  was  voted  for 
unanim«>usly  in  tho  Lodge  petitioning.  Yet  in  one  (»f  the  cases  the 
Candidate  was  rejected  uj)on  there-ballot  and  under  the  dispensation. 
The  rejection  was  doubtless  caused  by  votes  of  brethren  not  ])resent 
when  thti  dispcinsation  was  prayetl  for.  I  am  now  ot  the  opinion  that 
such  dispensation  should  not  be  granted  utdess  it  be  made  to  appear 
to  the  satisfaction  ot"  th(!  Grand  Master  that  everj'  member  of  the 
Lodge;  had  voted  for  the  ])etition  on  secret  ballot  :  and  this  oi)inion 
would  hav(?  g<)vcrned  lUf  in  any  snbse<pient  application  for  dispensa- 
tion tor  that  ])urpose.  Indeed,  I  am  a  little  in  doubt  whether  a  dis- 
pensation <.)U4ht  ever  to  be  granted  for  that  purpose.  It  certainly 
ought  not  unless  all  (»f  the  br(;thren  of  the  Lodge  desire  it,  which  can 
(mly  be  juscertained  by  a  clear  ballot. 

He  recommends  lodges  to  reiiuire  no  fee  for  affiliation,  and  thinks 
this  would  lessen  the  number  of  uon  atliliates.     This  we  doubt. 
Thirty-six  Grand  Lodges  had  recognized  this  Qrand  Lodge. 
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This  Grand  Lodge  has  very  early  taken  steps  in  the  direction  of  a 
Widows'  and  Orphans'  fund,  which,  if  persisted  in  for  a  very  few  years 
will  prove  of  immense  benefit.  The  scheme  is  simple,  yet  practica- 
ble.    We  give  it  entire  : 

Your  committee,  appointed  to  report  to  this  Grand  Lodge  the  most 
feasible  method  of  creating  a  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Fund,  having  ex- 
amined and  considered  the  varions  methods  adopted  by  sister  Grand 
Lodges,  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows,  viz  : 

Amend  Part  I,  Article  Vni,  Section  4,  of  the  Constitution,  by  in- 
serting— 

**For  each  Master  Mason  borne  on  its  roll  at  the  date  of  its  annual 
report,  the  sum  of  tifty  cents,  which  amount  shall  be  placed  to  the 
credit  of  a  fund  to  be  known  as  the  'Widows'  and  Orphans*  Fund,' 
and  shall  be  used  only  in  the  manner  hereinafter  prescribed." 

Amend  Part  II,  ot  the  Constitution,  by  adding  thereto  as  follows, 
viz  : 

*' Article  VI,  Section  1,  The  Grand  Master,  Deputy  Grand  Master, 
and  Grand  Secretai-j*  shall  constitute  a  Board  of  Trustees  ;  and  it  shall 
be  their  duty  to  invest  all  moneys  belonging  to  said  fund,  in  Territo- 
rial, County  or  other  first-class  secureties,  and  report  the  condition 
of  said  fund  at  each  annual  session  of  this  Grand  Lodge. 

**Sec.  2.  All  monejs  invested  and  alh  secureties  belonging  to  said 
fund  shall  be  deposited  and  remain  in  the  custody  of  the  Grand  Treas- 
urer, and  he  shall  be  res])ousible  for  the  same  under  his  othcial  bond. 

**Sec.  3.  No  moneys  shall  be  expended  out  of  said  fund  until  five 
annual  payments  shall  have  been  made  thereto." 

We  believe  that  the  above  will,  if  ado]>ted,  b*»  found  sufficient  for 
the  present.  If  the  said  fund  be  allowed  to  accumulHte  for  five  yenre, 
it  will  be  large  enough  to  be  of  service  and  a  credit  to  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

Which  was  adopted  ancf  became  a  part  of  the  Constitution. 

This  Grand  Lodge  rejects  the  doctrine  of  perpetual  jurisdiction, 
but  is  willing  to  take  the  cast-off  rough  ashlers  of  other  jurisdictions, 
and  work  them,  if  possible,  into  perfect  ones. 

Bro.  Alonzo  Bailey  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  brother  George 
J.  Koskruge.  Grand  Secretary. 

If  we  had  space  we  would  like  very  much  to  reproduce  the  oration 
of  worthy  brotlier  James  Albert  Zabriskie,  but  we  cannot  resist  copy- 
ing a  portion.  This  was  written  and  delivered  before  the  promul- 
gation of  tho  famous  encystical  letter  ot  the  present  Pope  Leo,  recol- 
lect.    It  reads  almost  like  a  counter  blast-  - 

The  formation  of  brotherhoods  was  the  first  check  to  irrespoDsible 
power,  and  the  freedom  of  thtmghi  encouraged  by  harmony  ot  action 
and  mntnal  desire,  aroused  a  spirit  of  inquiry,  stimulated  investiga- 
tion, encouraged  mental  culture,  and  thus  paved  the  way  for  discov- 
eries in  science  and  the  arts,  and  all  the  beneficial  results  which  llow 
from  careful  deliberation  and  research. 

This  practicable  principle  being  recognized  and  established,  natii- 
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rally  awakened  a  keen  interest  in  the  minds  of  men,  and  the  rapid  in- 
crease in  nnmbcrs,  and  the  growing  intlucnco  of  its  adherents  at  last 
produced  a  marked  effect  upon  the  governments  of  the  earth,  and 
gradually  molded  law  and  literature  into  a  spirit  of  magnanimity  tem- 
pered with  mercy.  The  growth  of  such  a  power  could  not  escape  the 
vision  and  carr^f  ul  inspection  of  governmeut'd  rulers,  and  as  all  primi- 
tive governments  were  founded  upon  the  religious  sentiment,  the  ear- 
ly struggles  of  Masonry  constitute  a  history  of  combat  with  ecclesias- 
tical dogma. 

The  records  of  these  long  years  of  arduous  and  unremitting  oppo- 
sition by  every  species  of  religious  creed  and  political  power,  present 
for  the  consideration  of  the  careful  student  of  history,  a  spectacle  of 
sublime  resignation,  determined  perseverance,  and  the  most  remark- 
able exhibitions  of  heroic  sacritice.  It  is  impossible  to  conceive  the 
baneful  effocts  of  the  successful  assaults  upon  the  early  efforts  of  the 
Masonic  brotherhood. 

It  is  beyond  all  human  calculation  to  compute  the  benefits  to  man- 
kind which  have  resulted  trom  the  persistent  efforts  and  stern  integ- 
rity of  the  founders  of  this  or^'anization.  Passing  its  probationary 
j)eriod  at  a  time  when  every  principle  of  justi -e  was  aroused,  when 
man  was  a  slave  and  the  rulers  alone  had  rights  ;  when  political  gov- 
ernment was  merely  an  attenclant  upon  the  supreme  authority  of 
Church  ;  when  civil  governors  were  the  servants  of  priests  ;  when  the 
thunder-  of  ecdosiastitral  power  reverberated  throughout  the  world, 
and  all  temporal  jwwer  crouched  at  the  feet  of  clerical  dominion,  in 
abject  submsssion  ;  what  a  mighty  work  was  here  to  be  accomplished, 
and  wlmt  f  jarful  cousecpK.'iices  were  to  bo  entailed  upon  mankind  by 
the  efforts  of  heroic  men  and  sterling  advocates  of  humanity,  in  strug- 
gling through  years  of  adversity  and  despair,  against  the  vengeance 
an<l  vindictive  retiibution  of  a  herculean  power  thoroughly  establish- 
ed, and  <letermined  to  crush,  with  relentless  hand,  the  slightest  op- 
position to  its  authority. 

*  *.»  «  •  «  *  *  • 

Let  us  remember  with  grateful  emotions,  that  a  principle  which 
can  survive  the  struggle  of  barbaric  forces,  the  throes  of  tyrants,  the 
cunning  sophistries  of  astute  and  wily  c<»unsellors,  and  the  concen- 
trated fury  and  hate  of  ecclesiastical  power  and  dominion,  must  bo 
immortal.'  Let  th«-  light  continue  to  shine  with  undiminished  splen- 
<lor  ;  Iv^t  its  intiuence  be  kept  pure  and  unsullied,  and  uncontamina- 
ted  by  unwoithy  assocuition  ;  lot  its  power  be  felt  as  of  old  in  the 
councils  of  Kings  and  in  the  humble  walk  of  life.  Thus  will  it  con- 
tinue to  Hourish  for  the  amelioration  of  mankind,  until  the  darkest 
recesses  of  ign<»rance,  and  the  lowest  abyss  of  misery  shall  be  pene- 
trated by  its  light  and  relieved  by  its  charity. 

The  report  on  correspondence  is  by  brother  Morris  Goldwater,  and 
is  an  excellent  review  of  the  proceedings  of  the  vurious  Grand  Lodges, 
which  had  recognized  his  own.  We  assure  the  brethren  that  the  rea- 
son why  .\rizona  did  ii't  appear  in  our  report  reviewed  by  him,  was 
that  having  to  receive  the  proceedings  from  the  family  of  brother 
Beers  so  near  the  period  for  the  meeting  of  Grand  Lodge,  it  was  per- 
haps lost ;  at  any  rate,  wo  had  it  not.     Look,  however  at  our  report 
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last  year,  and  yon  will  find  that  she  Hhines  as  brightly  as  any  star  in 
our  galaxy. 

BRITISH  COLUMnL\ 

The  Twelfth  Annual  Coranjunication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  British 
Colombia  was  held  on  the  23d  day  of  June,  18?3.  M.  W.  Brother 
Henry  Brown,  'irand  ila.ster,  presiding,  and  representatives  from  six 
chartered  lodges  constitute  the  entire  number  in  this  jurisdiction. 
Total  number  of  members,  293  ;  decrease  since  last  report,  2.  From 
the  figures  in'the  recapitulation  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  however,  we 
make  it  tiat  there  has  been  an  increase  of  17. 

The  Grand  Master  evidently  figured  as  we  do,  for  speaking  of  the 
•  condition  of  the  lodges,  he  says  : 

From  personal  inspection  and  the  reports  of  brethren  who  have 
acted  as  my  Deputies  in  visiting,  I  believe  the  lodges  are  in  better 
condition  than  they  were  one  year  tigo.  There  is  an  increase  in  the 
membership,  though  not  large,  and  1  trust  brethren,  that  with  the 
general  prosperity  which  is  now  being  felt  throughout  the  Province, 
we  as  Masons  may  prosper,  and  that  our  beloved  Order  may  gradu- 
ally, and  ii  slowly,  surely  extoud  its  branches. 

From  Grand  Secretary's  report,  we  clip  : 

As  previously  expressed  it  would  be  well  if  the  Committer  on  For- 
eign Correspondence  could  glean  snfhcient  time  in  their  leisure  hours 
to  make  bri«?f  mention  ot  the  valuable  matter  contained  in  them  and 
thus  generally  disseminate  our  true  sense  of  gratitude  by  emlK)dyin>» 
8U(;h  an  **  epitome  of  review"  in  our  Pioceediugs  as  would  show  Our 
brethren  who  so  kindly  think  of  us  in  all  parts  of  the  Aorld  that  we 
are  not  unmindful  of  their  continuous  courtesy,  and  that  however 
nnaV)le  we  may  be  to  sutiiciently  reciprocate  these  favors,  we  do  at 
least  read  thorn  and  regard  them  as  valuable  additions  to  our  library. 
Suould  the  ••ommittee  referred  to  iiot  favor  us  this  year  with  a  report 
upon  the  subject  I  trust  the  Grand  Representatives  will  be  incited  to 
fill  the  gaj)  by  sending  us  their  reviews  of  the  Proceedings  sent  from 
their  respective  jurisdictions. 

The  Grand  Secretary  declined  re-election. 

A  ^ery  beautiful  an<l  instructive  sermon  was  delivered  to  the  breth- 
ren by  V.  W.  Bro.  R.  H.  Smith,  Grand  Chai)lain,  on  the  24th  June. 
Much  of  it  might  be  extracted  with  advantage,  but  we  will  give  only 
a  paragraph  or  two  : 

Forbearance  is  also  due  to  others.  The  disposition  to  linger  in  our 
judgments.  In  case  of  apparent  wrong,  instead  of  forthwith  giving 
judgment,  passir-g  sentence,  and  proceeding  to  the  execution  of  it; 
it  is  to  lin«4t;r.  Men  are  not  alike  in  moral  endowment,  therefore  we 
that  are  strong  ought  to  bear  the  infirmities  of  the  weak.  How  hanl 
it  is  for  a  man  of  robust  health  and  strength  to  put'  op  with  the  pony 
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i.'fT(»rtR  of  a  more  weakling.  It  is  not  easy  for  one  posRORSod  of  keen 
iiitolli}^(!nco  t<»  bear  Nvith  the  Htiipidity  of  a  dullard.  For  the  snmo 
loason  it  is  oftt-n  a  hard  tafik  for  a  pm-son  Laving'  a  well  l)alauced 
uioral  natnre  to  endure  the  frnitleKH  fanl  s  and  sins  of  those  less  hap- 
pily constituted.  Besides,  we  are  not  out  of  the  reach  of  dani^vr. 
**  Hr(;thren,  if  one  bo  overtaken  in  a  fault  ye  that  are  spiritual  restore 
such  a  one  in  the  sjjirit  of  meekness  considering  lest  ye  also  be 
tenipt(;d  "  Have  we  resisted  the  keen  ed^o  of  the  sword  which  has 
l)ierced  him?  Have  we  stood  in  the  battle  where  he  has  fallen  V  then 
it  is  time  enough  for  us  to  \)oast.  Our  own  failures,  moreover, 
should  soUeu  the  tongue  of  censure.  'Iho  intpiiry,  *•  He  that  is 
without  sin  amongst  you  let  him  cast  the  first  stone,"  should  arrest 
the  harsh  jud}^ment,  and  hush  the  slanderous  word.  We  must  take 
care  when  we  seiz(i  the  five  hundred  pence  debtor  by  the  throat  that 
here  is  not  in  i leaven's  chancery  ten  thousand  talents  against  us. 

And  again  : 

Such  is  the  spirit  of  Masonry.  It  was  born  in  the  heart  of  God. 
Like  the  Penticostjd  lire  it  luses  I*arthians  and  Medes,  dwellers  in 
^lesapotainia,  Cretes  and  Arabians,  Jews  and  Gentiles  into  unity.  () 
that  it  might  burn  more  fiercely  until  the  antagonisms  of  race,  the 
hatreds  of  creed,  and  the  rivalries  of  business  shall  disappear,  and 
the  pure  gold  <»f  brotherly  lovr;  remain. 

Brother  Edgar  Crow  Baker,  retiring  Grand  Secretarj*,  was  made 
Grand  Master,  and  Brother  Alexander  R.  Milue,  Grand  Secretary. 

CANADA. 

The  Twenty-Ninth  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
was  held  on  i)th  July,  18«5,  with  Grand  Master  Daniel  Spry  on  the 
Throne,  and  roi)resentatives  from  2U2  lodges.  Total  lodges,  :j50  ; 
membt  rsliij),  IS. Oil  ;  gain,  -437. 

The  Grand  Master  delivered  a  ver>'  interesting  and  instructive  ad- 
dress. Froui  it  wo  barn  that  the  difficulty  betwcn  this  Grand  Lodge 
and  tbat  of  England,  because  of  acts  of  lodges  in  (Quebec  working 
under  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  is  in  a  fair  way  for  jjropcr  and 
peaceful  adjustment.     So  mote  it  ever  bo. 

Of  lodges,  or  those  calling  themselves  such  within  this  jurisdic- 
tion and  not  of  allegiance  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canmla,  ho  says  : 

Numerous  applicatirms  have  been  made  to  mo  to  be  healed  by  per- 
sons who  who  have  become  n'l embers  of  lodg(fS  on  the  registry  of  the 
so-called  Grand  Lodge  of  Ontario,  under  the  impression  tliat  they 
were  being  initiated  into  Masonry.  I  declined  all  such  applications, 
and  pointed  out  to  tie  parties  that  they  wtro  not  members  of  the 
Masf)nic  Era' ernity  and  could  not  be  recognized  by  any  competent 
Masonic  authority,  and  while  regretting  llnit  they  had  been  misled 
and  defrauded  of  their  money,  under  a  mistake  on  their  part,  or 
owing  to  wilful  misrej)resentations  on  the  part  of  ilieir  iToposers, 
the  only  course  open  to  them  if  they  desire  to  become  Masons  in  this 
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Province  is  to  make  application  by  petition  to  one  of  the  regnlariy 
warranted  lodges  on  the  register  of  tbe  Grand  Lodge,  and  if  the  bal- 
lot should  prove  favorable  they  could  then  be  initiated  into  Masonry. 
Several  have  followed  the  advice  given  them,  and  in  one  locality  all 
the  members  of  one  of  these  illegal  bodies  made  application  indi- 
vidually to  a  proper  lodge,  and  have  been  balloted  for,  accepted  and 
initiated. 

Persons  who  are  not  Freemasons,  and  who  desire  to  become  mem- 
bers of  the  Fraternity,  should  be  careful  to  ascertain  that  they  are 
really  applying  to  a  Masonic  Lodge,  because  there  are  two  bodies  in 
this  Province  calling  themselves  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.  of  Ontario,  that  are  not  recognized  as  such  by  legitimate 
Masons.  One  of  these  is  composed  of  respectable  colored  men,  and 
has  or  had  its  G.  Ea«>t  in  Windsor,  and  of  which  George  Reeves  is  or 
was  Grand  Master. 

He  thinks  it  premature  to  recognize  the  various  new  Grand  Lodges 
which  have  sprung  into  existence  in  countries  where  Grand  Orients 
hold  sway  until  we  can  have  some  assurance  that  they  have  entirely 
severed  their  allegiance  to  these  Grand  Orients  and  give  evidence 
that  they  have  been  organized  to  stay,  and  adds  :  "We  should  not 
enter  hastily  into  fraternal  relations  with  foreign  bodies  until  we 
fully  understand  the  nature  of  their  organizations." 

The  Grand  Orient  of  Belgium,  established  in  1832,  is  independent, 
and  only  governs  lodges  of  the  first  three  degrees,  but  that  body  and 
the  Grand  Orient  of  Holland  have  followed  the  pernicioxis  example 
of  the  Grand  Orient  of  Fnince  and  struck  from  their  constitution  tbe 
clause  athnuing  the  existence  of  God,  the  G.  A.  O.  T.  IJ.,  and  have 
thus  placed  themselves  outside  the  pale  of  legitimate  Freemasonry. 

The  Board  on  Jurisprudence  report  as  to  the  initiation  of  a  candi- 
date who  had  lost  one  of  his  eves  : 

The  Board  are  of  opinion  thit  the  candidate  "should  not  be  de- 
barred the  privilege  of  being  initiat;-d,"  (bat  he  is  **  in  a  condition  to 
receive,  perform  >iud  eomnumicute  all  ])arts  of  the  ceremonies  and 
dutien  of  tbe  order."  Tbut  *  he  has  no  maim  or  defect  in  his  body 
that  renders  him  incapable  of  learning  the  art,  of  serving  his  Mahter's 
Lord,  and  of  being  made  a  brother." 

Tbe  committee  on  the  address  of  tbe  Grand  Master,  among  other 
things  of  interest,  make  this  remark  : 

Tbe  fact  that  Masons  have  been  called  upon  frequently  ot  late 
years  I'V  various  religious  bodies  to  assi.st  in  laying  tbe  corner  stones 
of  tbeir  churches,  proves  that  prejudices  entertained  against  onr 
system  in  past  times  are  being  rapidly  dis.sipated  by  the  ligh'  of  rea- 
son au<l  intelligence.  Let  this  fact  bo  answer  to  those  who  presume 
t '  condeniM  what  they  do  not  understand,  and  are  therefore  unable 
to  appreciate. 
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Brother  Hugh  Murray  was  elected  (.Trand  Master,  and  Brother  J.  J. 
Mason,  Grand  Secretary. 
There  is  no  report  on  Correspondence. 

CALIFOKNIA. 

M.  W.  Clay  Webster  Taylor,  Grand  Master,  opened  in  ample  form 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  Stat^  at  its  Thirty-Fourth  Annual  Coiuuiu- 
nication,  with  representatives  present  irom  128  Chartered  Lodges, 
and  four  U.  D. 

AVholo  number  of  lodges  210—  membership,  13,')79--gain,  718. 

One  of  the  decisions  of  the  Grand  Master  is,  that  a  lodge  has  no 
right  to  **  establish  a  contingent  fund  from  receipts  for  rent  of  its 
hall,  if  the  object  is  to  use  such  fund  for  other  i)urpo»cs  than  those 
of  charity  and  society,"  which,  with  all  the  decisions,  was  referred 
to  the  usual  committee,  who  made  an  elaberate  report  on  all  the  other 
decisions  but  were  silent  as  to  this  one.  We  confess  onrself  at  a  loss 
in  two  particulars;  lirst,  as  to  what  the  Grand  Master  meant  by  the 
language  used,  and  secondly,  how  the  renting  of  a  hall  dedicated  to 
Masonry,  whether  for  the  **  purposes"  of  **  charity"  or  society,  can 
bo  tolerated  at  all.  We  are,  therefore,  not  surprised  that  the  com- 
mittee pocketed  the  matter. 

The  Grand  Master  having  been  called  upon  to  appear  on  several 
public  occasions,  and  that,  too,  when  the  general  conclave  of  the  G. 
Grand  Encampment  of  Knights  Templars  had  called  to  San  Fran- 
cisco a  vast  army  of  Masons,  is  ashamed  of  the  clothing  and  jewels 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  scolds  the  Grand  Lodge  for  their  niggardli- 
ness in  not  providing  **•  regalia  and  jewels  befitting  in  texture,  design 
and  beauty  the  Grand  Lodge  of  California." 

Worthy  brother  Henry  E .  Highton,  Grand  Orator,  delivered  a  phil- 
osophical address,  showing  the  extent  and  manner  in  which  Free 
Masonry,  by  its  constitution  and  methods,  helps  society  to  avert  the 
dangers  which  surround  society. 

Brother  Jonathan  Doan  Hines  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and 
brother  Alexander  G.  Abell,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Thomas  H.  B.  Anderson  made  the  report  on  correspon- 
dence, which,  as  usual,  was  full,  complete,  exhaustive.  Alabama  for 
1882,  receives  a  full  share  of  his  attention.  He  approves  the  action 
of  our  Grand  Lodge  in  setting  aside  the  decree  of  reprimand  made 
by  one  of  our  lodges  when  the  defendant  had  been  proven  or  found 
guilty  on  five  specifications,  of  the  grossest  conduct,  and  indefinitely 
suspending  him. 

Of  our  action  referring  the  proposition  for  the  establishment  of  a 
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Masonic  home  to  a  committee  to  report  a  *'  plan/*  SiC.,  he  gives  the 
experience  of  California  in  this  wise  : 

In  our  own  jurisdiction  very  little  interest  has  heen  manifested  io 
the  proposed  **  Widows*  and  Orphans'  Home,"  as,  out  of  two  hundred 
and  fifteen  Lodges  to  whom  the  matter  was  referred,  only  sixty-seven 
responded  ;  and,  although  five  hundred  and  eighty-one  widows  and 
orphans  resi  led  within  the  jurisdiction  of  these  Lod^^es,  very  few  of 
them  would  avail  themselves  of  the  privileges  of  the  Home  if  ofFered 
them.  This  report  threw  a  wet  blanket  upon  the  scheme,  and  it  went 
over  until  the  next  Annual  Communication.  We  have  very  httle 
faith  in  the  practicability  of  the  idea  in  California. 

We  clip  another  passage  from  his  review  of  Alabama  : 

The  practice  in  Alabama,  with  reference  to  Masons  suspended  for 
non-payment  of  dues,  is  similar  to  our  own.  Bro.  Pierson,  of  Min- 
nesota, says  that  requiring  one  who  has  been  suspended,  in  order  to 
re-instate  himself,  to  pay  all  dues  that  have  accrued  during  his  sus- 
pension, is  an  "anomaly"  and  a  *'new  notion."  To  this  brother 
Pillans  responds  :— "This  we  do  to  prevent  any  brother  from  paying 
awhile,  leaving  off  awhile,  and  yet,  at  his  will,  putting  himseff  in 
standing  when  he  wishes  to  derive  some  benefit  from  the  institution, 
while  he  should  not  have  puid  for  the  privilege."  The  reason  given 
is  a  good  one  as  far  as  it  goes,  but  we  believe  it  better  to  place  the 
grounds  of  our  action  upon  the  broad  principle  that  no  man  shoalil 
be  permitted  to  take  advantage  of  his  own  wrong.  The  argument 
that  the  suspended  one  has  enjoyed  none  of  the  benefits  of  Masonry 
during  the  period  of  his  ostracism  is  a  fallacious  one.  The  enjoy- 
ment of  those  benefits  and  pnvileges  was  a  matter  entirely  within 
his  own  volition.  It  was  his  duty  to  ])ay  his  dues  regularly  if  he  was 
alile  so  to  do;  if  unable,  and  he  had  made  known  the  fact,  he  wonld 
not  have  been  suspended.  Inasmuch,  therefore,  as  the  Lodge  has 
been  subjected  to  loss  by  his  wilful  neglect  or  refusal  to  pay  the 
amount  which,  when  he  signed  its  by-laws,  he  agreed  to  pay,  he 
should  bo  required  to  make  the  loss  good  as  a  prerequisite  to  his 
re-instatement. 

We  thank  the  brother  for  his  interpretation  of  our  own  views,  so 
much  better  nnd  fuller  expressed  by  him  than  by  onraelf. 

You  are  all  aware  that  it  is  contended  by  many  that  no  Grand 
Lodge  should  be  recogized  unless  the  entire  of  the  Lodges  within  the 
jurisdiction  should  thereto  agree,  but  we  like  his  view  which  is  curtly 
thus  given  : 

We  are  in  favor  of  the  majority  rule;  otherwise,  one  dissentiD)! 
Lodge,  wedded  to  its  first  allegiance,  might  prevent  the  formatioa 
of  a  Grand  Lodge  in  a  new  State  or  Territory  for  all  time. 

In  California  any  ofticer  is  allowed  to  resign,  and  of  this  he  reasons 

as  t'ollows  ; 
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Tho  second  decision  is,  wo  nro  aware,  in  accordance  with  general 
tiaiige;  but  why  un  instnllod  officer  nmy  not  resign  his  position  under 
certain  circumstances,  is  a  problem  which  we  have  never  been  able  to 
solve;  nor  have  we  ever  heurdan  intelligent,  or  even  plausible,  reason 
why  such  should  bo  the  case  It  is  urged  that  Masters  and  Wardens 
})romiso,  upon  their  installation,  to  perform  the  duties  of  their  office 
faithfully,  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  during  the  term  for  which  they 
have  been  elected.  Granted ;  but  suppose  they  no  longer  have  the 
ability  t<)  perform  their  duties;  what  then?  A  man  maj*  become  par- 
alyzed, insiine,  or  incapacitated  in  many  ways  from  discharging  tho 
duties  he  has  promised  to  perform;  must  he  still  retain  his  office, 
when  he  can  no  longer  attend  to  a  single  duty  appertaining  thereto? 
The  e3Ugencies  of  business  may  reciuire  an  installed  officer  to  remove 
permanently  from  tho  jurisdiction;  must  he  retain  an  office,  to  tho 
actual  detriment  of  tho  Lodge  perhaps,  when  he  cannot  be  present  to 
attend  to  its  duties?  One  of  the  first  lessons  impressed  upon  our 
minds  as  Masons  is,  that  **  Masonry  is  not  to  interfere  with  our  usual 
avocations,  for  these  are  on  no  account  to  be  neglected."  Therefore 
we  are  of  the  opinion  that,  when  any  oiKico  of  a  Lodge  tinds  that,  for 
any  reason,  he  has  no  longor  tho  ability  to  perform  the  duties  apper- 
tainiug  to  his  office,  he  should  bo  permitted  to  resign,  and  riilowsome 
one  to  be  elected  or  appointed  who  can  do  justice  to  the  position  and 
to  the  T,odge.  We  think  our  California  law  is  a  wise  one,  viz. :  •*  Va- 
cancies iu  office,  either  in  a  Lodge  c.r  in  the  Grand  Lodge,  may  occur 
by  death,  deprivation,  resbjruition,  renioval  from  the  jarisdiclion, 
Buspentiyou,  or  expulsion." 

We  had  marked  other  passages  which  we  thought  would  prove  both 
I)rotital»le  and  interesting,  but  to  extend  this  report  unnecessarily 
long  would  tax  too  heavily  our  finances,  and  we  must  reluctantly  part 
with  this  exceedingly  interesting  report,  only  giving  his  concluding 
panigrai^h  as  a  proof  of  the  writer's  modesty : 

In  India  the  young  maiden  hlls  a  shell  with  oil,  and  lighting  a  wick 
\nlhin  it  sets  it  atioatupon  the  broad  bosom  of  the  Ganges,  watching 
with  intense  interest  its  wayward  course  as  its  floats  on  freighted  with 
her  prayers  and  messages  of  nifection  to  loved  ones  in  the  Spirit 
Lanil.  *We  have  freighted  our  little  bark  and  launched  it  upon  the 
sea  of  Masonic  literature,  with  its  dim  light  burning.  We  shall  anx- 
iously wutch  its  courhc.  Treat  it  kindly,  and  the  undersigned  will 
ever  pray;  otherwise  not.  Finally,  my  brethren,  '*  may  the  blessings 
of  Heaven  rest  upon  us  and  all  regular  Masons  ;  may  brotherly  love 
lire  vail,  arid  every  moral  and  social  virtue  cement  us."    tk)  mole  U  be. 

CONNECTICUT. 

The  Ninety-Sixth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in 
this  State  was  held  on  10th  January,  1S84,  with  Grand  Mjister  FredH. 
Walilron  in  the  East,  and  representatives  from  110  Lodges,  tho  entire 
number  within  the  jurisdiction,  i>resent.  The  membership  numbers 
11,942,  and  there  was  an  increase  during  the  year  of  2'M). 
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The  address  of  the  Grand  Master  pertains  almost  entirely  to  mat- 
ters of  local  interest,  yet  wo  tind  him  rebuking;  those  too  zealous 
brethren,  if  any  there  be,  who  do  a  little  dmmming  for  members. 
All  Masons  may  with  profit  read  it : 

We  claim  for  onr  institution  that  its  members  came  into  it  of  their 
own  volition.  The  man  should  seek  the  institution,  not  the  mstita- 
tion  the  man.  We  recjuire  before  his  acceptance  certain  answers  to 
questions,  among  which  he  states  that  he  comes  to  us  unbiased  by 
friends,  uninfluenced  by  mercenary  motives,  that  he  freely  and  vof- 
unlarily  otfers  himself  as  a  candidate,  Ac.  Can  a  candidate  subscribe 
to  those  questions  after  he  has  been  labored  with  by  some  brother 
whose  zeal  for  the  institution  will  make  his  friend  give  answers  which 
are  not  true?  A  zealous  brother  is  to  be  commended  when  that  zeal 
is  laudable,  but  when  his  zeal  carries  him  into  the  by-ways,  which  is 
too  often  done,  in  search  of  material  for  his  lodge,  it  is  not  in  accord- 
ance with  the  teachings  of  the  institution. 

There  are,  no  doubt,  many  good  men  within  our  Order  who  have 
been  urged  and  solicited  to  become  members,  still  that  does  not  jus- 
tify the  practice  of  solicitation.  If  we  tind  a  worthy  person  desirous 
of  becoming  a  member  of  the  Order,  it  is  our  duty  to  assi.st  him  by 
every  honorable  means  in  our  power;  but  he  should  first  intimate  in 
some  way  that  such  is  his  desire,  then  the  way  is  open  for  us  to  assist 
him  in  gaining  admission.  Members  of  the  Order  should  frown  down 
this  practice  of  our  over  zealous  brothers,  of  repeated  solicitations 
and  urging  persons  to  become  members  of  the  fraternity.  It  is  not 
a  vety  pleasant  ])osition  for  a  member  to  be  placed  in,  to  present  to 
his  lodge  the  name  of  some  person  whom  he  Lios  repeatedly  solicited 
to  become  a  member  and  then  have  him  rejected;  but  if  the  party 
comes  of  his  own  volition  and  is  rejected,  there  can  be  no  blame 
attached  to  his  friend  who  proposed  his  name. 

A  draft  of  an  act  of  incoq)oration  of  a  body  for  the  management 
of  the  Masonic  Charity  Foundation  was  submitted,  but  was  subse- 
quently laid  over  to  the  next  annual  communication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge.  In  the  mean  time  the  fund  grows  slowly,  and  as  brother  J. 
K.  Wheeler,  chairman  of  committee  on  correspondence,  says  : 

And  though  not  accumulationg  as  fast  as  it  might — ami  should— ^^ 
eventually  swell  to  such  magnitude  as  to  be  of  infinite  service.  It  is 
the  constant  dropping  that  wears  away  the  rock;  and  constant  and 
determined  efforts  will  win  confidence  and  saccess. 

Already,  however,  a  brother  upon  his  decease  bequeated  to  it  i 
consiilorablo  legacy.  We  find  that  by  the  interest  on  previous  invest- 
ments, and  voluntary  contribution  of  the  15,000  Masons  in  Connecti- 
cut, this  fund  had  increased  during  the  year  from  $6  709.89  to 
<,7,51>1.10,  or  fully  $H81. 

We  tind  the  following  resolution  introduced  and  laid  over  to  the 
next  communication  : 
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liesoJi'cdf  That  no  lodge  shall  grant  a  dimit  to  any  member  until  he 
has  been  accepted  in  another  lodge. 

Bad  move— it  won't  work.  We  tried  it  in  this  jurisdiction  but  had 
to  give  it  up.  You  can't  make  a  Mason  remain  a  member  of  a  Lodge 
after  ho  has  gotten  tired  of  contributing  to  lodge  fund. 

Brother  Dwight  Wangh  was  elected  Grand  Master  and  Brother  Jos. 
K.  Wheeler,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Waugh  made  the  report  on  correspondence,  reviewing 
Alabama  for  1882.  From  it  we  give  the  Massachusetts  view  of  the 
**  new  departure,"  as  it  has  been  called.  Under  JUinois  we  have  given 
one  side,  and  we  now  give  the  other  : 

An  elaborate  report  is  submitted  by  Brother  Charles  Levi  Wood- 
bury in  defence  of  the  action  of  Massachusetts  in  its  legislation  re- 
garding the  hi^.'her  degrees  of  masonry.  In  our  last  report  we  briefly 
alluded  to  thiH  action,  refraining  from  comment,  but  distinctly  assert- 
ing that  Kuch  legislation  should  be  entirely  divested  of  prejudice  to- 
wards those  organizatiouH,  which  are  by  many  considered  without  the 
pale  of  ancient  craft  masonry.  Brother  Woodbury  supports  his  ar- 
guments by  numerous  precedents,  which  we  propose  to  present  for 
our  own  jurisdiction. 

This  is  not  strictly  a  new  question,  and  legislation  has  been  enact- 
ed cvon  in  our  own  state,  of  which  our  proceedings  furnish  evidence 
of  a  conclusive  character.  In  1858  we  find  the  same  matter  was  pre- 
sented, and  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions  adopted  : 

'^WiiEUEAs,  It  has  come  to  the  knowledge  o^  this  Grand  Lodge  that 
some  person  or  persons  are  unlawfully  conferring  in  this  jurisdiction 
certain  degrees  under  the  name  of  masonry,  caUed  ineffable,  therefore, 

**}iesoJi'edf  That  this  (rrand  Lodge  repudiates  such  proceeding  as 
unmasonic. 

**Iiesolc€(l^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  enquire  into 
the  matter  and  report  to  this  Grand  Lodge  the  name  or  names  of  any 
masons  so  conferrintj  or  receivirnj  .vich  degrees. 

**  Resolved,  That  all  members  of  lodges  under  this  jurisdiction  be, 
and  are  hereby,  prohibited  from  associating  with  expelled  or  clandes- 
tine masons,  from  New  York  or  elsewhere,  in  conferring  any  degrees 
Cfdled  masonry,  and  any  violator  of  this  resolution  shall  be  expelled  from 
the  privileges  of  masonrj'." 

The^committee  of  inquiry  consisted  of  Past  Grand  Masters  Wm.  E. 
Sanford  and  David  Clark,  who.  at  the  annual  communication  held  in 
1859,  reported  that  several  members  of  St.  John's  Lodge  No.  3,  and 
King  Solomon's  Lodge  No.  7,  had  received  said  ineffable  degrees  in  a 
dandesiine  and  Uletjal  manner,  when,  after  a  protracted  discussion,  the 
following  resolution  was  submitted  ancl  adopted  : 

**Ues(4ced,  That  the  matters  contained  in  the  report  of  Brothers 
Sanford  and  Clark,  charging  that  certain  members  of  St.  John's  Lodge, 
No.  3,  and  King  Solomon's  Lodge  No.  7,  have  been  guilty  of  unmason- 
ic conduct  in  conversing  upon  the  subject  of  masonry  with  expelled 
or  clandestine  made  masons,  and  /wre?  received  certain  detjrees  from  said 
clandestine  or  expelled  masons,  bo  referred  to  said  lodges,  and  that 

6 


82  APPENDIX.  [1884- 

they  be  directed  to  inqaire  into  the  charges  there  made,  and  take  sacb 
action  as  shall  be  necessary  in  the  premises." 

What  the  result  of  this  reference  was,  we  do  not  know  ;  but  enough 
has  been  stated  to  show  the  position  taken  by  the  Grand  L#odge  at  that 
time,  and  that  the  authority  was  recognized  as  being  vested  in  the 
tirand  Lodge  to  legislate  regarding  these  so  called  ineffable  (U'jrtts. 
Whether  it  was  correct  to  assume  such  authority,  we  shall  not  tX 
present  disouss,  but  proceed  to  produce  like  precedents  reported  by 
Brother  Woodbury,  together  with  a  limited  portion  of  bis  argument 
He  says  : 

The  organization  of  freemasonry  has  been  the  growth  of  ages.  The 
doctrines  are  kept  true  to  their  original  purjmse,  and  the  benefits  of 
masonry  are  exclusively  reserved  to  those  who  have  obtained  its  mys- 
teries in  a  lawful  way  and  from  a  lawful  source.  W^ithin  a  ceniory 
and  a  half  its  organization  has  spread  into  every  nation  professing  to 
be  civilized.  A  lawful  brother  of  a  legitimate  body  of  the  institution 
may  go  where  he  will,  in  foreign  countries,  with  the  certainty  that  he 
will  find  brethren  of  the  craft  who  will  admit  his  claims  and  recipro- 
cate masonic  courtesy.  This  cosmopolitan  fraternity  is  created 
through  the  ( Jrand  Lodges  of  the  craft  in  the  several  states  and  na- 
tions recognizing  and  reciprocating  with  each  other.  The  lawful  free- 
masons of  a  political  state  have  the  masonic  right  to  fonn  intoa Grand 
Lodge  for  that  political  state,  and  within  it  to  possess  the  exclasire 
right  to  practice  freemasonry  and  make  laws  for  the  government  of 
the  craft  at  hoti-e,  and  for  controlling  the  intercourse  of  its  masons 
with  those  of  foreign  countries,  or  of  different  rites. 

New  Grand  Lodges  obtain  a  pLicein  the  masonic  commonwealth  by 
the  recognition  of  the  previously  existing  Grand  Lodges,  that  the  ap- 
plicant has  been  lawfully  organized  in  a  territory  which  it  was  lawful 
for  it  to  occupy,  and  -that  it  practices  the  legitimate  ancient  masonry 
and  perft)rms  its  masonic  duties.  One  quality  of  a  Grand  Loilge  i» 
its  exclusive  right  to  practice  the  rite  in  the  territory  for  which  it  is 
recognized. 

JlfCAHjnUhm  by  other  Grand  Lodges  involves  as  part  of  the  masonie 
compact  it  implies. 

1.  That  t'.o  aspirant  is  recognized  as  the  only  sovereign  power  in 
that  territory. 

2.  That  the  recognizing  powers  will  not  hold  intercourse  with  or 
couutenance  any  rival  grand  body,  or  any  rebellimis  schism  against 
that  body,  in  the  territory. 

3.  That  they  are  satisfied  and  admit  the  masonry  professed  by  the 
aspirant  is  faithful  to  the  landmarks,  and  lawfully  acquired. 

4.  That  the  new  <jrand  Lodge  will  not  innovate}  on  the  liie.  that  it 
will  respect  and  maintain  the  exclusive  sovereignty  of  each  of  the  rec- 
ognizing Ixxlies,  and  afhliato  with  none  as  masons,  of  the  territorie* 
ol  other  Graiiil  Lodges,  who  are  not  in  full  commnnication  with  the 
Grand  Ivodge  thus  recognized  as  the  exclusive  masonic  authority  f'T 
th«3  territory  its  jurisdiction  includes. 

Froeiiiasonry  is  thus  a  commonwealth  of  distinct  Grand  Lodges, 
perva«ling  the  earth  in  the  exercise  of  its  fraternity  and  charity  among 
its  legitimate  brethren,  bound  together  by  solemn  masonic  treaties. 

How  is  this  inacle  effectual,  and  how  are  lawful  brethren  distinguish- 
ed from  impostors  or  the  unworthy? 

It  IS  by  ver}'  much  the  same   means  as  intercourse  is  kept  up  he- 
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tween  different  nations,  that  is,  by  treaties  recognizing  each  other  as 
sovereign  Htates,  oRUiblishing  amity  between  them. 

There  is  u  law  of  nations  atnong  Grand  Lodges  to  respect  the  exclu- 
sive tcrritoriul  rights  of  each  other,  a  system  of  guarantees  against  in- 
vasions of  their  territorial  rights,  and  against  insurrection  or  spurious 
and  clandestine  masonry  at  home. 

Where  a  Grand  Lodge  breaks  its  pledge  or  fails  in  its  duty  to  anoth- 
er Grand  Lodge,  the  international  remedies,  of  jremonstrance,  non- 
intercourse,  or  withdrawal  of  the  right  hand  of  fellowship,  are  the 
means,  in  the  hands  of  the  offended,  and  of  impartial  Grand  Lodges, 
of  censure,  and  compelling  a  return  of  masonic  harmony. 

The  weapons  of  war  -the  cannon,  the  sword,  and  the  rifle,  have 
no  place  in  our  tactics.  Like  the  Congregational  churches  in  their  in- 
ternal organization,  the  extending  of  fellowship  and  the  withdrawal 
of  fellowship  are  the  sole  moans  of  procuring  harmony  and  union  ; 
and  among  the  Grand  Lodges  have  been  the  successful  means. 

Thus  the  Grand  L(idgea,  as  do  the  executive  and  senate  of  the  na- 
tion, perform  the  exclusive  duty  of  regulating  the  foreign  masonic  in- 
tercourse of  their  brethren,  with  those  professing  a  masonic  charac- 
ter :  and  whether  its  decisions  favor  commerce  or  non-intercourse  the 
members  of  the  fraternity  are  bound  by  their  loyalty  to  act  on  the 
subject-matter  as  their  Grand  Lodge  shall  prescribe. 

This  great  commonwealth  of  sovereign  masonic  bodies,  this  vast 
brotherhood  of  their  respective  members,  fraternizing  in  the  cause  of 
humanity,  and  the  perseverance  of  the  purity  of  these  solemn  mason- 
ic doctrines,  teachings  and  rites,  in  every  part  of  the  world,  necesari- 
ly  depend  on  the  power  and  authority  of  each  of  the  Grand  Lodges  to 
act  beyond  its  own  lodges,  and  beyond  its  own  territorial  limits,  on 
other  than  its  own  masons,  and  also  on  its  own  masons  in  their  rela- 
tions to  other  bodies  or  societies  or  persons  i)rofe88ing  to  be  masons, 
whether  at  home  or  abroad,  alike  to  acknowledge  or  denounce  their 
pretensions,  and  to  permit  or  forbid  its  members  to  hold  masonic  in- 
tercourse therewith. 

The  revolutionary  Carbonari  and  Forestieri  w^ere  denounced  as  un- 
masonic. 

This  does  not  interfere  with  the  civil  and  religious  associations  and 
liberty  of  a  mason  ;  it  leaves  these  as  the  Old  Charges  left  them  ;  but, 
as  in  this  great  republic,  whose  flag  our  craftsmen  helped  to  plant 
among  the  national  emblems  of  civilization  and  government,  every 
citizen  milst  be  faithful  to  this  government,  who  made  him  its  citi- 
zen, in  hi8  relation  to  all  others,  so  the  freemason  in  masonic  matters 
has  pledged  his  allegiance  to  the  craft  which  made  him  a  mason,  and 
must  take  his  guidance  from  its  Grand  Lodge  in  masonic  matters. 

Referring  to  the  history  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  these  various  powers 
have  been  so  frequently  called  into  action  that  it  would  bo  too  tedi- 
ous to  cite  every  example  ;  a  few  illustrations  must  suffice. 

In  1802,  and  for  years  after,  on  the  title  page  of  our  Annual  Pro- 
ceedings, this  Grand  Lodge  styled  itself  as  *in  union  with  the  Grand 
Lodges  of  Europe  and  America."  A  year  or  two  after  that  wo  And  a 
communication  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  notifying  us  of  a 
masonic  imposter  in  England  with  a  forged  charter,  and  warning  thin 
Grand  Lodge  against  crediting  him  or  the  charter.  She  also  styled 
herself  in  the  preamble  as  '*  in  union  with  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Eu- 
rope and  America." 
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BEC03NinON8  OB  BEFUSAiS  BY  THE  GBASD   LODGE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

1819. — This  Gram!  Lod^e,  in  1849,  when  examining  the  dij^sensions 
of  the  craft  of  Now  York  as  to  regtUarity,  dechired,  **A  Grand  Lodge 
legally  formed  and  organized  has,  from  high  antiquity,  ample  right 
to  bear  masonic  rule  over  those  subject  to  its  jurisiliction." 

Its  resolutions  recognized  the  Grand  Lodge  over  which  John  D. 
Wllard  presided,  and  further  declared,  **That  we  will  continue  to 
hold  fraternal  communication  with  that  b«»dy,  and  with  no  other 
claiming  similar  autliority  in  that  State." 

In  1851  the  St.  John's  Grand  Lodge  subsided  into  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  New  York. 

1853. — The  (Jrand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  denounced  as  illegal  and 
spurious  the  following  organizations  iu  New  Y'ork  : 

1.  The  Phillips  Grand  Lodge. 

2.  St.  John's  Revived  Granil  Lodge. 

3.  Hamburg  Grand  Lodge. 

4.  Two  spurions  bodies  of  the  Scottish  Rites,  namely — 

St.  John's  No.  18,  an<l  I^  Sincerite,  No.  2  :  including  in  all,  so  fu 
as  it  was  informed,  twenty-nine  unlawful  lodges. 

The  (xrand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  adopted  al.so  protective  meis- 
ures  to  enforce  the  non-intercourse  between  its  brethren  and  them: 

1.  Not  to  receive  any  New  York  visitors  who  have  not  a  certificate 
from  the  recognized  Grand  Lodge  that  the  visitor  waH  regularly  made 
under  its  authority  ;  that  he  is  now  in  regular  standing  as  a  mason; 
that  he  is  no  schismatic  or  disturber  of  the  harmony  of  the  craft,  bat 
true  to  his  allegiance  and  obedient  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York 

2.  Any  mason  made  in  an  irregular  lodge  must  bring  a  certificate 
from  a  lawful  Grand  Lodge  that  he  has  been  lawtully  '*  healed"  and 
obligated  ;  that  he  is  now  in  good  and  honorable  repute  and  standing 
as  a  mason,  obeilient  to  the  laws,  and  acknowledging  the  jurisdiction 
and  supreme  authoritv  of  the  aforesaid  lawful  Grand  Lodge  of  Xev 
York. 

3.  The  lodges  of  Massachusetts,  under  penalty  of  forfeiture  of 
charter,  ar(j  forbidden  to  receive  as  visitors,  or  hold  masonic  inttf* 
course  with  any  persons  hailing  from  New  York  who  do  not  furnish 
evidence  as  above  required  of  their  present  regularity  and  standing 
as  masons. 

\Vithout  going  into  the  details,  we  should  state  that  every  Grand 
Lodge  in  the  Union,  with  one  exception,  acted  in  the  same  wayu 
the  (iraud  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  did  towards  the  insurgent  and 
clandestine  opposition  to  the  exclusive  authority  of  the  (trand  Lodge 
of  New  Y'»rk.  and  refused  masonic  iu»ercoursL-  with  its  opposers. 

The  excoptiorial  Grand  Lodge  withheld  its  opinion,  and  offered  to 
mediate,  it  all  parties  would  agree  to  abide  by  its  decision,  vrhick 
thev  would  not  do. 

185'..  ^i</*a'///.— Massachusetts  refused  to  recoj^nize  the  so-called 
Grand  Loilge  of  Canada,  and  voted  that  **  the  lodges  and  indindoJ 
brethren  under  this  jurisdiction  are  hereby  strictly  forbidden  to  hold 
any  musonic  conimuuication  with  said  illegal  b»>dy,  or  with  any  l«)dge» 
or  any  individual  having  any  connection  therewith." 

Massachusetts  recognized  the  authority  of  the  Louisiana  Grand 
Lodue  in  the  denunciation  of  the  sjiurious  Scottish  ma.sonry  of  F'lal- 
houze  in  that  State,  whom  he  expelled  as  unmasonic  from  her  lodge* 
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whilst  and  when  she  recognized  the  (irand  Consistory  of  the  southern 
jiinsdiction  of  the  United  States  over  tlie  Scottish,  rite  in  that  State, 
and  in  IHiA)  declared  the  Foulhou/.e  li(»dy  **a  spurious  and  non- 
masonic  body,  and  that  no  person  claiming  to  be  made  a  mason 
through  its  anthoritj'  has  any  right  to  claim  the  fraternal  privileges 
of  freomasonrv:" 

1805- -The 'Grnnd  Orient  of  Portugal- Count  de  Paraty  33d  de- 
gree-was officially  recognized  by  the  Grand  Master. 

18(57.  Kecognitions  ot  the  Gniud  Lodge  of  \ova  ScoUa  and  after 
of  Xeic  liniiisirick.  The  former  had  before  been  refused  because  it 
violated  the  vested  right  of  another  Grand  Lodge  ;  but,  after  remedy- 
ing this,  it  was  accepted. 

(Aiiinda.  -Twic<\  long  troubles  about  the  recognition. 

1875.  //a.'v.-Nuinerou.s  difljcnlties.  We  refused  to  recognize 
seceding  lodges  in  Palernio,  Tuscjauy,  etc.  AVe  denounced  their  re- 
cognizing spurious  Grand  Lodges  in  the  United  States. 

IHO'J.  -  This  (irand  I<odge  reviewed,  and  again  declared  the  so- 
called  **Su}>reme  Council  of  Louisiana,  established  by  one  Foulhouze 
in  the  territory  of  the  southern  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,"  a 
spurious,  non-mnsonic  body,  and  that  no  person  claiming  to  be  made 
a  mason  through  its  authority  has  any  right  to  claim  the  fraternal 
privileges  of  freemasonry.  The  Sui)reme  Councils  of  the  southern 
and  northern  jurisdictions  had  also  declared  this  body  **  spuiious 
and  impostors  ;"  so  also  had  the  Grand  Jjodge  of  Louisiana. 

1876.  (tnturin. — This  Grand  Lodge  declared  that  a  body  calling 
itself  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ontario  was  a  '*  spurious  body,"  and  re- 
fused it  recognition.     This  refusal  was  twice  repeated. 

1878.  Xnc  SonUi  Wales.-  -This  Grand  Lodge,  on  the  remonstrance 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland,  after  examination,  refused  to  recog- 
nize this  so-called  Grand  Lodge,  and  still  refuses. 

1882.  Ciihm.  -This  Grand  Lodge  refused  to  recognize  any  other 
Grand  Lodge  in  Cuba  than  the  United  Grand  Lodge  of  Colon  and  the 
Island  of  Cuba. 

The  Grand  Orient  oj  Spain^  whose  Grand  Master  was  Juan  Antonio 
Perez,  was  denounced  as  illegitimate,  and  unrecognized  by  this 
Grand  Lodge. 

This  Juan  Antonio  Perez  is  the  head  also  of  a  so-called  Supreme 
Council  of  Spain,  which  is  unrecognized  by  the  northern  and  south- 
ern Supreme  Councils  here. 

1801. — This  Grand  Lodge  recognized  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Chili  as 
the  supreme  head  of  Scottish  masonry  in  that  republic,  and  directed 
its  own  lodges  there  to  so  recognize  it  and  reciprocate  with  it. 

In  1872,  after  ten  years'  experience,  it  repeated  the  recognition, 
and  at  the  same  time  said  that  the  rights  and  government  were  too 
different  for  the  York  lodges  to  merge  into  that  Grand  Lodge  ;  in 
1882  this  was  still  in  force. 

There  are  several  instances  where  this  Grand  Lodge  has  denounced 
spurious  and  clandestine  masonry  attem])ted  to  be  started  in  this 
iurisdiction,  and  forbidden  any  masonic  intercourse  with  its  mem- 
bers. Prince  Hall's  successors  have  frequently  been  declared  **spuri- 
ous  and  clandestine,"  and  other  Grand  Lodges  have  backed  up  our 
declaration. 

Androffijnons  ma.<«onry  has  three  times  been  declared  unmasonic  by 
Grand  blasters.     Gardner,  G.  M.,  said  "They  stand  before  the  en- 
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lightened  crnft  either  as  traitors  or  iiDposterH."  Yonr  committee  dte 
thoae  instances,  among  an  intiuitely  Rreater  number  e<|aally  in  point, 
that  less  experienced  brethren  may  see  that  the  powers  ot  this  (vraoil 
I^>d^e  to  declare  what  societies  shall  be  recognized  as  masonic  by 
the  brethren  of  this  jurisdiction,  an<l  who  shall  be  excluded  from 
their  masonic  intercouse,  are  as  old  as  our  provincial  daj'S.  The 
same  authority  has  been  held  by  the  other  Grand  Lodges  of  the 
States  and  nations  of  the  world. 

Without  making  any  general  search  we  cite  the  following  sample 
insUmces  : 

17i)5.  -Pennsylvania  Grand  Lodge,  then  working  all  the  York  de- 
grees, blue  and  chapter,  put  down  a  Grand  Chapter  started  by  one 
Molan,  denounced  as  spurious,  and  took  away  three  warrants  of 
lodges  concerned  in  it. 

1798.  —The  Grand  Lodge  established  her  own  Grand  Chapter. 

In  England  and  Ireland  Chaipter  masonry'  has  been  and  continues 
under  the  control  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  At  the  union  of  1813  the  two 
Grand  Lodges,  Ancients  and  Moderns,  both  recognized  the  Royal 
Arch  degrees  as  a  lawful  part  and  completion  of  Craft  massonrj*.  They 
had  both  practiced  it  before.     They  also  practiced   Teuxplar  masonry. 

Ireland  recognizes  the  Scottish  Rite  directly  ;  so,  Mr.  Haghan 
thinks,  does  England. 

Ireland  prohibits,  as  unlawful,  all  assemblies  of  freemasons  in 
Ireland,  under  any  title  whatever,  purporting  to  be  masonic,  not 
held  by  virtue  of  a  warrant  or  constitution  from  the  Grand  Lodge, 
or  from  one  of  the  masonic  Grand  Bodies,  recognized  by  and  acting 
in  masonic  union  with  it. 

1876.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  informed  the  proWncial 
Grand  Master  of  New  Zealand  that  it  did  not  recognize  the  Grand 
Orient  of  Egypt,  and  directed  him  to  discountenance  the  lodges  it 
had  formed  in  New  Zealand,  and  warn  the  lodges  under  his  jurisdic- 
tion from  having  anything  to  do  with  it.  ('Ihe  Grand  Orient  of 
Egypt  dabbled  in  the  rite  of  Memphis.) 

1858. — Louisiana  Grand  Lodge  declared  herself  the  gOTemmg 
power  of  Symbolic  masonry  in  that  State  :  rerogniz^l  the  Gnind  Con- 
sistory of  the  Supreme  Council  for  the  southern  jurisdiction  of  the 
world,  as  a  lawful  masonic  bo<ly  ;  denonuced  all  who  refused  obedi- 
ence within  this  jurisdiction  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  expelM  all 
who  adhered  to  Foulhouze's  council,  including  their  own  Grand  Sec- 
retary. 

1875.  —  Wiscorusin  refused  to  recognize  the  Grand  Orient  of  Hun- 
gary, or  a  Grand  Lodge  in  the  Indian  territory. 

1*853.  0/jJo.— Resolved  that  any  brother  conferring  the  so-called 
side  degrees  is  in  all  cases  a  proper  subject  of  masonic  discipline, 
and  Brother  Carson  says  this  stands  to  this  day  effectually. 

1857  and  earlier.  Mississippi. — The  constitutions  forbid  the  hold- 
ing of  masonic  communication  with  any  mason  residing  in  Louisiana, 
unless  upon  sufficient  proof  that  he  belongs  to  a  lodge  under  the  an- 
thority  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana,  and  upon  proof  that  he 
does  not  belong  to,  or  hold  any  communication  with,  any  lodge  woA- 
ing  in  that  State  under  authority  not  derived  from  that  Grand  Lodge, 
or  the  members  or  initiates  of  such  lodge. 

1853.  --AoH/i  Carolina  passed  similar  resolutiona  as  to  LooisiAaa 
masons. 
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1856.  Vermont. — The  Grand  Master  nnd  the  Grand  Lodge  refn«;ed 
to  recognize  u  mason  made  in  a  clanoestine  lodge  in  MasfHchnsettB, 
not  reeognizejl  by  this  Gran<l  Lodge,  or  permit  him  to  visit  or  bo 
received  masonically  in  that  State. 

I.s4i).  }faryUtml  recognized  expulsions  by  the  Grand  Chapter  for 
moral  offenses,  and  enforced  them  in  her  lodges. 

Ib75.  irw*o?i.vi;i.— Her  constitutioj^  provided,  **  The  conferring  in 
any  lodge  of  what  is  known  as  side  degrees  is  forbidden. "  The 
Grand  Master  refused  to  permit  Eastern  Star  degrees  to  bo  cnnferred, 
and  the  Gran<l  Lodge  approved,  and  directed  him  stringently  to  en- 
force the  constitution  and  laws  against  "side  degrees." 

lHCj{}.—2futsissippi  denounced  the  French  degree  of  **Louveton" 
or  masonic  bai)tisiij,  as  unmasonic. 

18Gr».-  In  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  March  5,  on  the  re- 
commendation   of  the   Committee  on   Landmarks,  it  was — 

Hf:S(tlre<l^  *'  That  no  member  of  the  masonic  fraternity  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  has  the  right  to  visit 
any  assemblage  or  collection  of  in<lividuals  claiming  to  be  masons, 
when  such  assemblage  or  meeting  is  not  sanctioned  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  and  that  any  communion  or  masonic  inter- 
course with  such  clan<lestine  assemblagti  or  meeting  is  a  plain,  palpa- 
ble, and  ti  'grant  violation  of  the  most  solemn  duties  and  obligations 
of  the  craft." 

The  next  resolution  directed  all  thereafter  violating  this  to  be 
brought  to  trial  and  expelled. 

187<). —Pennsylvania  Committee  on  Landmarks  reported  that  ma- 
sonic recognition  be  withheld  from  the  (irand  Orients  of  France, 
Egypt,  and  others,  including  the  lodge  of  Memphis. 

1883. — Pennsylvania  Grand  Lodge,  March  14,  recalled  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  fraternity  her  decision  of  IHOfi.  The  following  is  the 
language  of  the  Grand  Master:  "  In  view  of  the  fact  that  cortnin 
persons  are  endeavoring  to  introduce  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this 
Grand  Lodge  certtiin  orders,  rites,  degrees,  mystic  shrines,  with  their 
ceremonies  and  ritual,  claiming  to  be  masonic,  I  fraternally  call  your 
attention  to  the  decisions  of  this  Grand  Lodge  as  adopted  March  5, 
18'iO,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  on  Landmarks,  as 
follows" — (See  quotation  above. ) 

Sometimes,  too,  has  our  own  Grand  Lodge,  for  cause,  withdrawn 
its  recognition  of  another  masonic  body,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Grand 
Orient  of  France. 

We  find,  also,  other  masonic  bodies  exercising  tbes^  powers:  as  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Wisconsin,  in  1808  ;  the  Knights  Templars  of  that 
State,  in  1859:  the  Commaiuhjry  of  Ohio,  denouncing  bodies  whose 
legality  they  denied,  and  forbidding  any  council  or  commandery  to 
receive  any  candi<late  or  visitor  who,  in  any  manner  or  in  any  way,  is 
concerned  in  such  clandestine  degrees,  and  that  no  person  shall  be 
installed  into  any  office  under  the  jurisdiction  who  is  in  any  way 
connected  in  such  clandestine  degrees. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Wisconsin,  after  recognizing  the  masonic 
character  of  the  same  bodies  that  this  Gnind  Lodge  does  by  Section 
24,  denounces  the  rite  of  Memphis  and  all  irregular  degrees,  prohibits 
all  Koyal  Arch  masons  from  holding  masonic  intercourse  with  any 
companion  who  has  received  or  shall  receive  such  rite  of  Memphis  or 
other  degrees,  until  he   withdraws  therefrom  in  open  chapter,  and 
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provides  do  action  sb^ill  be  taken  on  the  petition  of  nny  master  mason 
who  holds  «nch  degrees,  or  refuses  to  renonnce  them  in  wrUiruf. 

In  Ohio,  the  (jrand  Commander}',  in  its  constitntions  of  18G8,  pro- 
hibits its  members  from  receiving  or  holding  to  degrees  conferretl  as 
masonic  by  anybodies  other  tban  those  named  in  Section  24,  Fart  V. 
of  our  constitutions;  and  this,  too,  under  pain  of  expulsion. 

The  recognized  Supreme  Councils  of  the  two  jurisdictions  in  the 
United  States  early  in  this  centurj^  decided  to  admit  none  into  their 
rites  who  had  not  passed  thu  degrees  that  are  taught  by  this  Grand 
Lodge,  and  in  this  jurisdiction  and  elsewhere  have  loyally  abided  by 
this  standard  test  of  freemasony  for  its  ranks 

After  these,  which  are  but  a  few  of  the  hundreds  nf  illustrations 
that  might  be  arrayed,  the  clamorous  assertion  that  no  such  power 
exists  to  pass  on  the  masonic  pretensions  of  other  bodies  who,  or 
whose  members,  seek  intercourse  with  the  brethren  this  Grand  Lodge 
represents,  or  to  restrain  its  masons  from  intercourse  with  bodies 
which  it  holds  to  be  clandestine,  spurious,  or  hostile,  comes  either 
from  deplorable  ignorance  of  freemasonry,  or  from  a  desire  to  deceive 
unwary  masons  and  debauch  their  integrity. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  amended  constitution  adopted 
by  a  large  vote— 351  in  favor,  and  52  in  opposition — dictatmg  the 
following  analysis,  and  our  opinion  of 

THE   HIGH   DEOBEE   PBOBLEM. 

With  such  an  array  of  precedents  to  fortify  the  action  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  one  would  conclude  any  further  argument 
unnecessary,  and  there  was  none  in  opposition  to  the  report  of 
Brother  Woodbury.  It  was  adopted,  as  we  have  just  stated,  without 
any  opposing  force,  or  attempt  to  challenge  his  position.  This  fact, 
however,  does  not  preclude  the  idea  that  the  basis  of  action  might 
not  be  open  to  criticism.  In  determining  any  question  of  jurispru- 
dence in  the  masonic  fraternity,  we  nlways  seek  for  some  underlying 
principle  by  which  our  action  shall  bo  tested;  some  inherent  author- 
ity which  has  the  right  to  govern,  and  which  should  control  the  solu- 
tion of  any  problem  of  a  difficult  and  knotty  character. 

In  masonry  this  authority  is  vested  in  its  landmarks,  the  primary 
source  from  which  flows  the  entire  system  of  our  jurisprudence,  cov- 
ering all  those  principles  and  practices  which  enter  into  the  ritual, 
and  which  are  essential  to  the  very  existence  of  our  institution.  The 
Grand  Lodge  is  recognized  as  the  only  supreme  governing  body  with- 
in its  territorial  jurisdiction,  possessing  authority  to  regulate  and 
control  the  work  of  the  craft,  to  reaffirm  and  define  the  ancient  land- 
marks, and  to  pass  any  law  necessary  for  their  support,  and  for  the 
enforcement  of  its  authority.  It  is  from  this  standpoint  that  the 
question  of  intermeddling  with  higher  degrees  should  bd  discussed, 
without  undertaking  to  decide  their  regularity.  In  this,  it  seems  to 
us,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  has  erred,  for  while  it  recog- 
nizes no  degrees  in  masonry  except  those  conferred  under  its  author- 
ity, and  other  regular  Grand  Lodges,  which  include  the  three  degrees 
known  as  the  symbolic  degrees,  admits  several  other  organizations, 
which  it  enumerates,  to  be  regularly  and  duly  constituted  ma.-sonic 
bodies,  which  is  equivalent  to  a  practical  recognition ;  and,  as  a  Grand 
Lodge,  composed  of  master  masons,  it  knows  nothing  of  either  of 
them.    This  is  the  strong  point  in  the  argument  of  Bromer  Alfred  F. 
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Chfipman,  whon  discussinf;  the  mn'-ndracnt  on  tho  floor  of  the  Grand 
Lo(l|»e,  who  said  :  '*If  thcTb  was  not  one  of  us  that  had  a  degree 
above  the  third,  should  we  have  been  prompted  to  legislate  about 
things  we  canuot  possibly  know  anythipg  about  as  master  masons?" 
There,  is  a  woudertnl  amount,  of  logic  in  these  words,  and  wo  have 
on  several  occasions  taken  advantage  of  the  sentiment  expressed,  in 
discussing  the  relation  to  each  other  between  the  degrees  of  virtual 
and  actual  Past  Master  ;  ami  their  force  is  largely  augmented  by  the 
fact  that  nearly  all  degrees  termed  mosonic,  beside  the  first  three  de- 
grees of  ancient  craft  masonry,  have  originated  within  th"  hist  one 
hundred  years,  and  been  grafted  upon  the  old  trunk  of  freemasonry, 
dictating  the  query  :  What  are  miisonic  in-titutious?  of  what  does 
masonry  consist,  and  wbere  will  all  this  nonsense  end?  Strictly 
speaking,  there  is  nothing  above  or  beyond  the  three  degrees—  perhaps 
excepting  the  Royal  Arch  —that  can  properly  be  termed  freemasonry; 
yet  we  have  an  abundance  of  rites  and  a  useless  surplus  of  degrees 
that  hiive  builded  their  superstructures  upon  the  foundation  of  an- 
cient craft  masonry,  until  there  is  danger  from  the  overweight,  grow- 
ing out  of  dissensions  and  rivalry  among  the  branches,  that  is  felt  to 
tho  very  roots  of  the  old  trunk  itself. 

Whenever  this  spirit  of  rivalry  and  dissension  appears  among  these 
ofifshoots,  it  is  sure  to  extend  its  influence  into  the  body  of  tue  an- 
cient craft,  producing  an  element  of  discord  at  the  foundation  of  the 
structure,  which  will  work  disastrously  within  the  lodges.  It  cannot 
be  otherwise  ;  aAd  it  remains  for  the  Gran<l  Lodges  to  determine 
some  limit  in  the  use  of  the  ritual  over  which  they  exercise  control, 
to  be  recognized  by  their  members  in  bailding  these  fanciful  struct- 
ures. We  recognize  the  Grand  Lodge  as  sovereign  in  this  particular, 
not  in  determining  the  status  of  any  of  those  numerous  rites,  either 
by  recognition  or  admission  of  regularity,  but  in  exercising  jurisdic- 
tion over  its  esoteric  work,  and  its  own  members  subject  to  its  au- 
thority, and  decide  when  and  under  what  circumstances  any  use  of 
the  ancient  ritual  shall  be  sanctioned.  No  one  can  question  the  po- 
sition that  the  degrees  of  craft  masonry,  or  any  j>art  of  the  esoteric 
work,  can  be  used  without  the  consent  of  the  sovereign  authority  which 
governs,  and  any  violation  of  this  law  would  subject  the  offenders 
to  discipline. 

Such  authority  is  recognized  in  many  ways,  not  alone  concerning 
the  ritual,  but  in  the  use  of  its  symbols,  enacted  by  special  decree 
for  the  purposes  of  control,  essential  to  the  existence  of  freemasonry 
and  the  good  name  of  the  fraternity,  as  is  evidenced  by  regulations  to 
that  end  in  our  own  jurisdiction  and  every  Grand  Lodge  in  the  world. 

In  our  own  legislation  on  matters  that  most  assuredly  fall  within 
this  principle,  we  enumerate  the  following  : 

"That  the  selling,  giving  away,  or  otherwise  putting  in  circulation 
of  any  book  or  paper,  either  written  or  printed,  which  purports  to 
contain  the  secrets  of  freemasonry,  is  unmasonic,  and  any  violator  of 
this  rule  is  liable  to  expulsion  from  the  fraternity. 

*'No  8ul>ordinate  lodge  in  this  state  shall  be  allowed  to  employ  a 
lecturer  from  another  state  to  instruct  them  in  the  work. 

**That  every  subordinate  lodge  in  this  jurisdiction  be  urgently 
warned  to  observe  great  care  in  the  location  of  their  lodge  rooms,  that 
they  may  be  entirely  safe  from  the  approach  of  cowans  and  eavesdrop- 
pers ;  that  all  windows  and  doors  are  secure  against  seeing  or  hear- 
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ing  ;  that  floore  be  deafened,  and  all  necessary  precantions  taken  to 
insnre  absolute  safety. 

^^Thatany  mason  exhibiting  masonic  emblems  npon  signs,  places 
of  business,  advertisements,  cards,  flags,  or  banners,  other  than  in 
masonic  processions,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  nnmasonic  conduct, 
and  may  be  tried  for  such  offenhc." 

Such  legislation  proves  that  the  Grand  Lodge  claims  to  exercise  ju- 
risdiction ;  and  it  is  from  this  standpoint  the  question  should  bo  con- 
sidered. It  matters  not  to  us,  as  master  masons  in  Grand  Lodge  as- 
sembled, whether  there  be  thirty-three  degrees,  ninety-six  degrees, 
or  a  thousand  degrees,  but  whether  the  three  degrees  of  ancient  craft 
ma-sonry  under  our  exclusive  jurisdiction  can  be  used  by  any  of  our 
members  as  the  basis  of  any  rite  or  ceremony,  unless  sanctioned  by 
the  Grand  Lodge  itself. 

COLOEADO 

Sends  out  a  beautifully  printed  pamphlet,  on  most  excellent  paper, 
to  give  tidings  of  the  Twenty-Third  Annual  Communication  of  her 
Grand  Lodge,  over  which  presided  M.  W.  Brother  Frank  Church, 
Grand  Master,  with  representatives  from  38  lodges.  Whole  number 
of  active  lodges  46,  with  a  membership  of  2,918  ;  the  increase  having 
been  323. 

We  have  spoken  of  beauty  of  the  printer's  art  displayed,  but  though 
we  admire  it,  yet  we  deprecate  it  because  of  the  exceeding  smallness 
of  the  type  and  figures,  for  they  are  difficult  to  be  decyphered  by  us 
at  night  (the  only  time  we  can  give  to  these  papers),  and  are  doubt- 
less meant  for  younger  eyes. 

The  Grand  Master's  address  has  a  great  many  good  things  in  it. 
He,  like  ourselves  and  a  host  of  others,  does  not  like  the  very  easy 
manner  in  which  suspensions  for  non-payment  of  dues  is  made.  But 
the  difficulty  is  in  distinguishing  who  can  and  who  cannot  pay,  un- 
less they  will  come  forward  and  in  open  lodge  avow  their  inability  or 
address  a  note  to  the  lodge  so  stating.  We  have  never  known  an 
instance  where  this  was  done  that  a  brother  was  allowed  to  sofFer. 

Wo  give  his  views  on  reports  of  committees  and  petitions  and  his 
recommendations,  because  we  think  them  eminently  practical  and 
proper  : 

From  an  experience  of  several  years  as  Master  of  a  Subordinate 
Lodge,  and  from  what  I  have  been  able  to  observe  and  learn  during 
the  Years  of  my  Masonic  life,  I  am  satisfied  that  under  the  present 
systeijj  in  the  Subordinate  Lodges  of  Colorado,  Committees  appointed 
to  investigate  the  character  and  habits  of  applicants  for  admission  to 
our  Order  do  not  perform  their  duties  with  sufficient  thoroughness  to 
make  their  labors  of  value  or  benefit  to  the  Lodge  reposing  the  trust 
A  Committee  may  be  actuated  by  the  best  motives  and  bv  a  desire  to 
do  the  right,  and*  yet  may  have  false  conceptions  as  to  tde  qualifica- 
tions necessary  to  a  candidate  to  be  received  in  our  Mystic  Brother- 
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homl.  Relying  too  implicitly  on  our  CommittecR,  wo  roocivo  into 
the  Order  a  largo  number  of  momljors  who  have  ncithor  the  hetui  to 
understand  nor  the  heart  to  appreciate  its  meritH,  or  to  bo  governed 
by  the  precepts  so  often  repeated  in  their  hearing  ;  and  thus  Masonry 
numbers  a  host  of  those  "dropped  from  tho  rolls"  and  "non-affili- 
ted."  This  is  not  as  it  shonld  be.  The  material  for  our  Masonic 
structure  should  be  more  carefully  i  spected  and  tested.  I  do  not 
see  the  necessity  or  the  propriety  of  requiring  a  Committee  to  assame 
the  responsibility  of  reporting  favorably  or  unfavorably  on  a  petition. 

Let  the  Committees  state  the  facts  as  it  iinds  them,  and  let  the 
Lodge  draw  its  conclusions  and  express  its  judgment  through  the 
ballot  box.  With  an  earnest  desire  to  correct  this  evil  T*'ith  which  we 
are  inliicted,  and  with  a  view  of  eliciting  an  expression  <m  tho  sub- 
ject, I  would  suggest  that  this  Grand  Lodge  adopt  a  form  of  report 
for  the  use  of  the  Subordinate  Lodges,  which  will  compel  Commit- 
tees to  obtain  positive  informaticm.  To  this  end  I  would  also  suggest 
a  list  of  interrogatories  somi.'thing  like  tho  following,  to  which  Com- 
mittees n)ust  give  positive  answers  : 

What  is  his  age? 

Is  he  married  or  single  ? 

If  married,  is  he  living  with  his  wife? 

What  is  his  occupation? 

Is  he  physically  competent  for  admission  ? 

Are  his  company  and  associates  of  a  respectable  character? 

Is  he  addicted  to  tho  intemperate  use  of  intoxicating  liquors? 

Docs  he  habitually  use  ])rofane  or  indecent  language? 

Has  he  any  licentious  or  immoral  habits? 

Is  he  a  peaceable  subject  to  the  civil  powers? 

Is  he  possessed  of  sufficient  education  and  intelligence  to  under- 
stand and  value  the  doctrine  and  tenets  of  Masonry. 

Of  Masonry  and  iti  mission  ho  is  eloquent,  .but  we  have  space  for 
only  a  very  small  portion  of  it : 

Masonry,  by  her  tenets  and  cardinal  virtues,  draws  unbidden  to 
her  sanctiim  sanctorum  the  high,  the  low,  the  rich  and  the  poor,  and 
numbers  them  all  alike  her  plighted  sons  and  workmen.  Hy  her 
sublime  principles  and  noble  deeds,  she  challenges  the  admiration  of 
all  men.  She  has  stood  tho  ravages  of  time,  the  convulsions  of  the 
civil,  and  the  revolutions  of  the  political  world,  and  will  never  be 
destroyed  because  she  is  founded  upon  a  philosophic  basis— upon 
the  truth.  And  in  this  connection  let  me  say  that  our  institution  is 
not  sustained  by  its  signs,  grips  and  passwords,  that  tho  mere  initia- 
ting, passing  and  raising  of  a  man  does  not  make  him  a  Mason  in  the 
true  sense  of  the  term  ;  the  heart  and  mind  must  bo  in  sympathy 
with  the  objects  of  the  institution  :  the  desire  to  be  made  a  Mason 
should  be  joined  with  a  determination  to  be  serviceable  to  humanity. 
To  be  called  a  Mason  signilles  much,  but  to  bo  one  signifies  much 
more.  The  name  should  be  a  guarantee  to  tho  world  that  ho  who 
bears  the  title  is  a  man  of  honor,  liberality  and  moral  character;  a 
man  of  integrity  and  broad-minded  benevolence  towards  his  race. 

His  decisions  are  onlv  six  in  number,  and  we  think  that  his  fifth 
and  sixth  conflict.  Tho  Committee  on  Jarispmdenco  approved  of  all 
but  the  fifth,  of  which  they  say  : 
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Yonr  Committee  on  Jurisprndence,  to  whom  was  referred  the  de- 
cisions of  the  Most  Worthy  Grand  Master,  respectfully  report  that 
they  endorse  all  of  said  decisions  exci-pt  No,  5,  denying  the  proprit^ty 
of  the  Master  of  a  Lodge  debntinjj;  questions  while  occui)yin«;  the 
chair.  Using  the  word  * 'debate"  in  its  strict  sense,  this  is  doubtless 
an  approprilite  decision,  but  to  avoid  misunderstAndinjjj,  we  add  : 
That  the  Master's  duty  includes  the  instruction  of  his  Lodjije  upon 
any  question  or  matter  which  comes  before  it,  and  he  should  not  be 
debarred  the  right  and  duty  of  expressing  his  opinion  because  he  is 
Master  of  the  Lodge.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  the  strongest  reason 
why  he  should  make  it  known,  if  there  is  any  prospect  of  his  Lodge 
arriving  at  u  wrong  decision. 

Among  the  list  of  Lodges  we  find  the  euphonious  name  of  Tin 
Cup  Lodge,  which  is  only  equaled  by  Higb  Log  Lodge  in  this,  our 
State  of  Alabama. 

Brother  Andrew  Sagendorf  was  made  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
Ed.  C.  Parmelee,  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Brother  U.  A.  Quilliao,  re- 
viewing Alabama  for  1882,  among  others.  It  is  most  succinct,  and 
is  left  with  us  with  this  conclusion  : 

In  presenting  this  report  in  behalf  of  the  Committee,  the  writer  is 
"well  aware  of  its  faults,  as  well  of  commission  as  of  omission,  and 
can  only  ask  to  be  excused  by  reason  of  a  press  of  private  engage- 
ments that  could  not  be  avoided.  Had  all  been  included  in  the  re- 
port that  pleased  my  Masonic  eye.  ,a  great:  book  would  have  been 
written.  To  have  the  privilege  of  reading  all  the  reports  on  Corres- 
pondence 'Ms  a  liberal  Masonic  education."  Permit  me  to  say  that 
in  my  judgment  the  position  is  one  that  should  not  be  changed  everv 
year,  but  continued  until  ho  learns  the  ways  of  the  *•  Craft."  He 
then  can  to  better  advantage  digest  the  immense  amount  of  informa- 
tion he  obtains.  However,  he  should  not  remain  too  long,  as  new 
blood  is  occasionally  needed. 

DELAWARE. 

The  Seventy-Seventh  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
was  held  on  3d  October,  1883,  M.  W.  John  F.  Saulsbury,  Gmnd 
Master.  The  names  of  the  legal  representatives  of  twenty-one 
Lodges  (all  that  are  active  m  the  jurisdiction)  are  given  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Credentials,  but  we  have  no  method  of  determining  how 
many  were  represented.  **A  constitutional  number,"  however,  were 
present. 

The  number  of  members  in  all  is  1,378  ;  gain  during  the  year,  25. 

There  is  the  true  ring  about  the  following,  which  we  take  from  the 
Grand  Master's  address  : 

It  is  a  masonic  adage,  that  good  oflBcers  make  good  lo<lge8,  and  the 
converse  is  equally  true  that  poor,  inactive  and  inefficient  officers 
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make  poor  lodgcR  ;  and  I  firmly  believe  that  to  poor,  incompetent 
and  unf nithfnl  officers  is  mainly  due  the  sad  and  lamentable  fact  that 
in  some  lodges  there  are  bo  many  members  who  fail  to  pay  their  daes 
re^nlarly,  or  attend  the  meetings  of  ttie  Lodge.  If  all  the  Lodges  in 
the  State  were  compelled  to  elect  good  ritualists,  in  order  that  the 
work  would  be  pertormod  in  an  impressive  and  agreeable  manner, 
and  the  inoftt  moral  tuul  nprhjht  that  love  masonry,  not  for  the  honor 
that  the  offices  confer,  every  initiate  would  perceive  the  beauties  of 
masonry  in  its  symbolical  illustrations  as  well  as  in  the  grand  funda- 
njentul  heaven-born  principles  it  inculcates  and  teaches.  Then  but 
few  masons  would  be  found  in  any  vicinity,  who  would  willingly  de- 
prive themselves  of  the  privilege  and  pleasure  of  meeting  their  breth- 
ren in  the  Lodge  room,  which  would  be  an  attractive  place  because 
the  ceremonies  would  be  performed  in  an  agreeable  and  impressive 
manner  by  brethren  whose  every  day  life  were  in  keeping  with  the 
hublime  principles  and  precepts  as  taught  by  ancient  Craft  masonry. 

The  Grand  Master  declined  to  grant  a  dispensation  to  a  Lodge  to 
elect  otficers  at  other  than  the  time  specified  in  the  by-laws,  **tinding 
no  authority  in  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  or  By-Laws,  for 
such  action  on  his  part." 

Brother  Saulsbury  was  re-elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother  Wm. 
S.  Hayes,  continued  Grand  Secretary. 

The  business  was  purely  local  in  iis  character. 

Brother  T.  N.  Williams  mad*?  the  report  of  the  C()mmittee  on  Cor- 
respondence, a  large  part  of  which  we  copy  as  follows  : 

Business  of  an  imperative  character  has  prevented  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  in  the  preparation  of  a  report  so  absolutely  essential, 
in  order  to  acquaint  you  intelligently  and  satisfactorily  with  the  gen- 
eral affairs  of  Masonry  ;  hence,  you  must  content  yourselves  with 
the  reception  of  a  general  confes.shm  of  our  sins^  with  a  sincere  re- 
quest for  their  dhsohile  rcmissioti^  expressing  the  hope  that  ere  another 
year  shall  have  passed,  this  Grand  Lodge  may  be  able  to  present  a 
report  reviewing  in  the  usual  form  the  proceedings  of  sister  Grand 
Lodges,  with  which  we  are  in  fraternal  correspondence. 

DAKOTA. 

The  Tenth  Annual  Communic:Uion  of  the  Grmd  Lodge  of  this 
Territory  was  held  on  June  10th,  1884,  under  the  supervision  of 
Grand  Master  Oscar  S.  (iifford,  there  were  present  representatives 
from  44  Lodges.  The  jurisdiction  embraces  61  Lodges,  with  a  mem- 
bership of  2,026 —the  gain  during  the  yei\r  being  451. 

AVell  may  the  Grand  ^faster  say,  *'  I  have  sometimes  felt,  during 
the  ])ast  two  years,  that  we  were  proceeding  too  rapidly."  But  he  also 
adds,  what  must  be  a  comfortable  retlection  to  our  brethren  of 
Dakota,  as  follows  : 

Ilell»!cting  for  a  moment  upon  the  condition  of  the  craft  in  this 
jurisdiction,  past  and  present,  there  is  much  in  our  history  to  give  as 
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satisfaction.  It  has  not  been  necessary  to  withdraw  or  snspend  a 
dispeDsation  for  a  new  lodge  since  our  organization,  and  every  lodge 
organized  in  pursuance  thereof  previous  to  the  past  year.  Is  now 
working  under  its  original  charter,  no  lodge  in  our  history  has  been 
suspended,  or  its  charter  withdrawn  or  surrendered;  not  a  lodge  has 
been  established  which  has  tended  in  any  mnnner  to  the  injury  of 
any  other  lodge.  Every  lodge  in  the  jurisdiction  is  now,  and  has  at 
all  times  since  its  organization,  been  self-supporting;  and  with  one 
or  two  exceptions  has  paid  to  the  Grand  Lodge  the  amount  of  dues 
required,  which  exceptions  referred  to,  were  caused  by  great  and 
unforseen  calamities,— floods  and  fires  in  each  instance  destroying 
the  property  of  the  lodge,  as  well  as  that  of  many  of  jts  members. 
I  believe  in  only  two  instances  in  our  history  has  the  Grand  Lodge 
been  petitioned  to  remit  or  cancel  the  dues  of  a  lodge,  and  in  both 
cases  were  based  upon  the  above  causes  ;  and  every  lodge  in  the 
jurisdiction  is  prospering  to  a  satisfactory  degree,  ^ith  only  one  or 
two  exceptions. 

The  Grand  Master  called  the  attention  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  the 
question,  whether  the  reception  of  the  degree  of  Past  Master  in  a 
chapter  qualified  a  Master  to  preside,  or  whether  it  should  be  con- 
ferred by  a  sufficient  number  of  actual  Past  Masters  to  qualify  him. 
This  having  been  referred  to  the  committee  on  jurisprudence,  elicited 
the  following  resolution: 

Resolredf  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Grand  Lodge  that  the  honor- 
ary degree  of  Past  Master  is  a  part  of  the  installation  ceremony,  and 
should  be  conferred  by  the  instilling  officer,  upon  a  Miister  elect 
when  first  installed  Master  of  a  Symbolic  Lodge.  No  one  but  an  in- 
stalled Master  or  Past  Master  of  a  Symbolic  Lodge  is  qualified  to 
install  a  Master  elect,  and  none  but  installed  Masters  or  Past  Masters 
of  a  Symbolic  Lodge  shall  have  part  in  investing  a  Master  elect  with 
the  Past  Master  degree. 

Brother  John  F.  Schrader  was  made  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
Charles  T.  McCoy,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  William  Blatt  again  gave  us  the  report  on  correspondence, 
and  introduced  it  with  an  entirely  unnecessary  apologj*.  Few  write 
a  better.  Alabama  for  1883,  receiv*  s  fraternal  notice  and  the  writer 
of  this  feels  keenly  the  soothing  influence  of  his  personal  sympathy. 

We  find  him  **opj)osed  to  rushing  a  candidate  through  in  a  week, 
or  even  a  half  week."    So  are  we. 

We  find  him  thus  defining  the  object  of  the  institution,  and  show- 
ing the  difference  between  it  and  relief  associations  : 

Wo  think  there  is  a  vast  difference  between  relhf  and  charity.  The 
former  is  given  as  the  government  pays  pensions,  in  regular  allow- 
ances and  installments,  both  to  the  worthy  and  unworthy.  Charity 
is  dispensed  however,  hy  angels  of  mercy,  unexpected,  when  most 
needed,  with  a  smile  and  a  benediction  from  the  holy  minister,  giving 
the  recipient  not  even  a  chance  to  say,  thank  3'ou.     This  Utter  is 
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masonic  charity.  If  the  Masonic  Institution  is  to  becomo  what  i» 
generally  understood  as  a  beneficiary  association,  then  it  will  have 
mistaken  its  mission. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA, 

Held  the  Sevcnty-Tliird  Annual  Communication  on  November  14th, 
1883,  being  presided  over  by  M.  W.  Grand  Master  E.  H.  Chamberlin, 
with  repreaentiitives  from  all  the  Lodges— 21  in  number— which  have 
a  memborKhip  of  2,9()4,  being  20  over  last  report. 

We  find  dispensations  granted  to  confer  degrees  out  of  time,  for 
reasons  doubtless  siitisfactory  to  the  Grand  Master.  He  informs  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  his  action  in  the  following  language  : 

I  have,  in  some  cases,  issued  dispensations  authorizing  the  confer- 
ring of  the  degrees  without  waiting  the  constitutional  time.  I  re- 
garded the  reasons  assigned,  however,  in  the  applicaticms  for  these 
dispensations  as  sufficient  to  justify  the  exercise  of  my  prerogatives 
in  the  premises. 

A  provision  in  the  constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  relation  to 
an  objection,  is  in  the  following  words  : 

**A  ballot  shall  be  t^iken  for  the  three  degrees  collectively,  and  in 
case  of  (»ne  bl  »ck  bull  appearing  therein  it  ^hall  be  immediately  re- 
taken; when,  if  a  single  ball  appears  no  further  ballot  can  be  taken 
for  said  applicant  for  the  space  of  six  months;  and  at  any  time  before 
a  degree  is  conferred  any  member  of  the  Lodge  may  object,  and  the 
fact  of  the  objection  with  the  name  of  the  objector  shall  bo  noted  on 
the  minutes  of  tlie  Lodge,  and  shall  bo  elFective  until  withdrawn,  or 
so  long  as  the  brother  objecting  remains  a  member  of  the  Lodge." 

And  the  committee  on  jurisprudence,  to  whom  this  was  referred, 
in  making  their  report,  use  as  a  part,  the  following  argument  : 

But,  after  a  candidate  has  been  elected  and  has  received  the  E.  A. 
degree  ho  has  been  **made  a  Mason,''  and  has  some  Masonic  rigbts 
which  the  Grand  Lodge  is  bound  to  recognize,  and  it  should  carefully 
guard  against  the  enactment  of  any  law  which,  in  its  operation, 
would  unjustly  invade  the  rights  of  tfio  humblest  member  of  the  fra- 
ternity, i'our  committee  are  well  assured  that  this  Grand  Lodge 
would  not  do  intentional  injustice  to  any  one,  either  within  or  out- 
side of  the  tratermty  by  its  action,  or  through  the  operation  of  any 
of  its  laws  ;  and  th.  y  believe  that  its  members  generally  will  recog- 
nize the  propriety  of  motlifying  Section  9,  of  Article  XX,  as  it  relates 
to  the  effect  of  verbal  objections  to  the  advancement  of  an  E.  A.  or 
E.  C  It  seems  to  your  committ^e  that  the  claims  of  both  wisdom 
and  justice  demand  some  modification  of  this  Mcctjon,  as  it  places 
the  brother  whose  advancement  is  objected  to  in  a  worse  condition 
thm  is  the  ])rofane  whoso  petition  has  been  rejecte<l  by  the  Lodge. 
While  the  objection  stands  ho  cannot  again  apply  for  advauct  ment, 
nor  can  he  petition  another  Lodge  for  the  remaining  degree  or  degrees. 
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The  Lodge  has  taken  his  money  for  the  one  or  two  that  he  has  re- 
ceived, and  which,  without  the  third  degree,  are  of  no  value  what- 
ever to  him  ;  and  without  giving  him  a  reason  for  such  action,  or  any 
opportunity  to  disprove  any  suspicions  that  may  be  entertained  as  to 
his  moral  character,  he  is  not  only  cut  off  from  all  the  benetits  of 
Masonry,  but  a  cloud  is  cast  upon  his  character,  and  he  is  left  pow- 
erless to  dispel  it,  no  matter  how  innocent  he  may  be.  We  cannot 
ignore  the  fact  that,  as  Masonic  Lodges  are  now  constituted,  the  first 
and  second  degrees  are  of  no  value  to  any  one  who  is  debarred  from 
taking  the  third  degree,  and  therefore  the  Lodge  that  receives  the 
fee  for,  and  confers  these  degrees,  and  without  good  reason  refuses 
the  other,  takes  money  for  which  the  expected  equivalent  is  not 
given. 

And  they  recommended  this  amendment,  which  was  adopted  : 

*'And  if,  after  his  initiation  but  before  being  passed,  or  after  pass- 
ing before  being  raised,  objection  to  his  advancement  be  made  by 
any  member,  such  objection  shall  be  referred  to  a  committee  with 
power  to  inquire  into  the  cause  thereof,  who  shall  at  the  next  stated 
meeting  (unless  further  time  be  given)  report  thereon;  and  upon  the 
reception  of  such  report,  if  no  cause  for  the  objection  has  been  as- 
signed, or  if  the  cause  assigued  be,  in  the  opinion  of  two-thirds  of 
tbe  members  present,  not  a  valid  and  Masonic  one,  the  Lodge  may 
confer  the  degree  in  the  same  manner  as  if  no  objection  had  been 
made." 

It  must  be  recollected  that  in  this  jurisdiction  the  ballot  is  one  for 
all  the  degrees,  not,  as  with  us,  is  t£ere  a  separate  ballot  for  each 
degree. 

Brother  Myron  M.  Parker  was  elected  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  and 
Brother  William  R.  Singleton,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Singleton  presented  the  report  on  correspondence,  review- 
ing Alabama  for  1882.  We  are  very  sorry  to  find  that  he  charges  ns 
with  great  carelessness  in  reading  the  proceedings  of  his  Grand 
Lodge.  We  have  not  them  now  before  us  to  refer  to,  but  we  supposed 
that  our  construction  of  the  language  used  was  correct,  else  we  would 
not  Lave  so  reported.  However,  we  give  entire  the  views  of  that 
jurisdiction  of  the  whole  matter.     It  fully  explains  itself : 

Again,  in  his  reference  to  the  party  made  a  Mtuson  in  Mobile,  who 
had  been  previously  rejected  in  Lebanon  Lodge  No.  7,  in  this  juris- 
diction, he  says  our  Grand  Master  declared  him  to  be  a  clandestine 
Mason,  which  was  not  so,  as  he  did  no  snch  thing;  for  Brother  Lar- 
ner  is  as  well  aware  of  the  true  status  of  an  individual  in  such  a  cjiso 
as  any  one  can  be.  Then  Brother  Pillans.  with  this  error  of  fact, 
branches  r»ff  upon  a  false  scent,  which  we  will  proceed  to  answer. 

The  party  n'trrred  to  has  committed  no  offense  against  any  Lodg® 
in  this  jurisdiction  ;  having  b^^eu  rejected,  he  was  thrown  over 
anions  the  rubbish.  Leaving  here  he  applied  to  and  was  elected  by 
the  Lod^'c  in  Mobile,  where,  ho  asserts  positively,  he  informetl  the 
committee  he  had  been  rejected  by  a  Lodge  here.     That  Lodge  in 
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Mobile,  having  made  him  a  member,  gave  him  a  dimit,  which  he  pre- 
sented here  to  another  Lodge,  with  hi8  application  for  affiUation. 
The  Grand  Master  decided  that,  as  the  Alabama  Constitution  was  like 
our  own,  he  was  an  irregular  made  Mason,  and  we  could  not  receive 
his  application,  and  here  it  rests.  The  quotation  from  the  report  of 
our  committee  on  the  trial  of  an  unaffiliated  Mason  is  unfortunate, 
as  we  do  not  recognize  him  as  a  Mason  at  all,  and  would  as  soon 
think  of  trying  a  profane. 

Brother  Pillans  is  wrong.  If  any  olfense  has  been  committed  by 
the  party  it  was  against  the  Lodge  which  took  him  in — or  which  he 
took  in.* 

It  has  been  well  settled,  and  long  since,  that  such  a  case  constitutes 
an  irregularity,  and  we  have  been  much  troubled  in  this  jurisdiction 
with  them  within  a  few  years.  This  case  is  the  third,  and  now  we 
have  another  since  that,  where  a  Lodge  in  Virginia  made  a  Mason  of 
material  rejected  in  one  of  our  Lodges. 

The  position  we  occupy  is  this:  So  long  as  we  claim  personal  juris- 
diction over  rejected  material  no  other  Lodge  can  regularly  make  a 
Mason  of  that  material  without  our  consent.  We  grant  that  it  is  not 
the  old  Masonic  doctrine.  It  is  purely  American,  but  the  Grand 
Lodges  in  the  United  States  have  been  forced  to  adopt  this  rule  in 
self'protection,  and  if  we  were  to  open  the  door  to  any  other  rule  we 
should  have  great  trouble. 

In  the  present  case  at  issue,  the  party  belongs  to  the  Mobile  Lodge 
quoad  hoc  The  offense  was  against  that  Lodge  in  being  initiated, 
passed  and  raised,  on  the  rejection  here.  Presenting  himself  to  us 
as  a  Mason,  our  Grand  Master  says  truly  he  is  irregularly  made, 
and  to  us  is  as  a  non-Mason — a  profane.  He  must  be  regularized 
by  the  body  undertaking  to  make  him  a  Mason.     Until  we  are  pre- 

Eared   to   acknowledge   him   as  a  regularly  made  Mason   we  know 
im  not. 

In  reply  to  Brother  Pillans,  in  the  matter  of  the  report  of  our  com- 
mittee, we  never  knew  so  unfortunate  a  reference.  Our  doctrine  is 
that  a  member  of  a  Lodge  should  be  tried  only  by  his  Lodge,  or  by 
its  consent.  Again,  that  transient  Masons,  non-members,  can  be 
tried  for  offenses  committed  by  any  Lodge  where  the  offense  was 
committed.  In  this  case  the  party  is  not  a  member  of  any  Lodge 
here,  and  he  has  committed  no  offense,  Masonically,  in  this  jurisdic- 
tion. His  offense  was  in  Alabama  and  against  the  Lodge  in  Mobile. 
The  cases  are  as  traversed  as  they  can  possibly  be. 

The  brethren  doubtless  recollrct  the  case. 

We  are  pleased  to  find  that  the  Brother  thinks  that  Alabama  is 
right  in  holding  that  a  brother  sojourning  within  the  limits  of  any 
jurisdiction,  though  not  belonging  to  it,  may  be  tried  by  any  Lodge 
within  whose  jurisdiction  he  may  have  committed  a  masonic  offense. 

Of  the  diversity  that  exists  in  the  jurisprudence  of  the  several  dif- 
ferent Grand  Lodges  he  thus  speaks: 

At  a  very  early  day  in  our  Masonic  career,  we  had  come  to  the  sad 
conclusion  that  there  existed  a  great  state  of  confusion  in  Masonic 
Jurisprudence.    This,  it  was  evident,  grew  out  of  the  independent 

7 


98  APPKXDIX.  [imi. 

actions  of  so  many  sovereign  Grand  Lodges,  each  one  endeavoring  to 
attain  the  summum  bonnm  in  Masonic  law. 

In  times  gone  past  repeated  efforts  had  been  made  to  organize  a 
general  Grand  Lodge  for  the  United  States,  which  reunited  in  as 
many  failures,  and  rightly  so  too,  for  a  general  Grand  Lodge  is  anom- 
alous. Nevertheless,  the  evils  of  such  diversities  still  continue,  and 
there  is  as  much  contention  now  over  mooted  questions  as  ever  before. 
Why  ?  We  answer  for  several  important  reasons,  viz  :  The  want  of 
a  consensus  as  to  the  fundamental  principles  upon  which  uU  ques- 
tions should  be  constructed;  secondly,  the  want  of  the  proper  culture 
and  correct  information  on  the  history  and  philosophy  of  Masonry; 
and  thirdly,  by  th»'  confusion  and  blending  in  the  minds  of  too  many 
of  our  writers  of  the  legendary  parts  of  our  rituals,  and  that  juris- 
prudence by  which  oor  financial  and  other  vital  interests  should  be 
controlled. 

In  the  decisions  of  many  Grand  Masters  we  clearly  detect  the  old 
idea  of  the  purely  ritual  autocracy  of  King  Solomon  carried  into  the 
business  transactions  of  the  Lodge. 

We  don't  exactly  understand  what  is  meant  by  the  last  sentence, 
but  wo  may  not  have  the  brpins. 

FLORIDA 

Held  the  Annual  Grand  Communication  of  her  Grand  Lodge  at  the 
city  of  Jacksonville,  on  the  loth  day  of  January,  1884,  Zelotes  H.  ila- 
son,  Grand  Master,  presiding,  with  representatives  from  61  subordi- 
nates present,  representing  2314  masons,  being  a  gain  of  nine  during 
the  year. 

Among  the  dispensations  issued  by  the  Grand  Master,  we  notice 
one  to  enable  the  Lodge  to  confer  (he  degrees  out  of  time  because  the 
candidate  **icas  about  io  move  out  of  the  Lodge  Jurisdiction/*  We  vent- 
ure the  assertion  that  this  Brother  has  lived  many  years  wilhin  the 
sound  of  the  gavel,  and  that  he  was  not  prompted  to  seek  the  degree* 
until  he  thought  they  would  be  of  some  material  benefit  where  he  was 
going  to  move  his  residence  ;  at  least  this  has  been  our  observation. 
It  will  be  found,  we  fancy,  that  he  will  most  probably  be  found  to 
continue  to  be  a  dimitted  mason — one  of  those  drones  that  may 
boast  of  the  name  of  mason,  yet  contribute  nothing  to  its  welfare. 
We  also  note  two  dispensations  to  fill  the  stations  of  Wardens,  be- 
cause the  properly  insttUled  officers  had  dimitted.  In  but  few  juris- 
dictions are  di  missions  allowed  to  these.  In  one  of  the  instances  al- 
luded to  both  wardens  had  dimitted  ;  in  the  other,  only  the  senior. 
Now,  we  learn  from  the  installation  charges  that  in  such  a  case  the 
junior  of  right  tills  the  place.  Can  a  Grand  Master,  by  his  ipse  dirity 
set  aside  the  oblij^ation  conferred  at  installation  ?  Is  not  this  stretch- 
ing the  dispensing  power  or  prerogative  a  little  too  far?    We  ask  that 
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we  may  be  enlightened  by  older  and  more  learned  masons,  and  if  we 
are  wrong,  be  set  right. 

We  notice  in  the  proceedings  another  of  those  beautiful  and  frater- 
nal acts  which  have  so  frequently  illustrated  the  teachinss  of  our  or- 
der since  the  unhappy  strife  between  the  sections,  the  delivering  to 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Florida,  by  Brother  John  T.  Ricks,  W.  M.  of 
Clark  Lodge  No.  101,  Springfield,  Ohio,  of  the  records  of  "Dawkins 
MiUtary  Lodge, "  of  Perry's  brigade.  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  which 
had,  by  the  fate  of  war,  fallen  into  the  hands  of  a  brother. 

Brother  Robert  J.  Perry  was  made  Grand  Master,  Brother  De  Witt 
C.  Dawkins  being  continued  Grand  Secretary. 

A  review  of  the  reports  of  the  D.  D.  Grand  Masters,  shows  that  the 
Lodges  are  generally  in  a  very  healthy  condition  ;  yet,  we  find  almost 
every  where,  complaints  of  the  lack  of  zeal  which  will  stimulate  to 
punctual  atttendance  on  lodge  meetings. 

The  report  on  correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  the  accomplished 
Grand  Secretary,  who  passes  over  the  home  Grand  Lodges,  and  gives 
a  hasty  review  of  some  of  the  foreign,  of  which  we  may  say  more  in 
another  part  of  this  report. 

GEORGIA. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Josiah  I.  Wright  presided  over  the  Annu- 
al Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  State,  held  on  30th  Oc- 
tober. 1HS\  with  representatives  present  from  226  lodges. 

The  total  membership  in  this  jurisdiction  is  10,355,  and  since  last 
report  there  had  been  a  loss  of  80. 

In  reply  to  the  inquiry, — what  should  be  done  with  one  who  has 
been  indefinitely  suspended?    The  Grand  Master  says  : 

The  question  has  come  up  from  all  quarters,  and  is  not  altogether 
free  from  difficulty  ;  but  whether  right  or  wrong  I  have  made  my  de- 
cision according  to  what  I  b»-lieve  to  be  sound  law,  and  certainly  in 
the  best  interest  of  the  Fraternity,  as  follows  :  If  suspended  indt^nUe- 
ly  for  the  non-payment  of  dues,  having  the  ability  to  pay,  and  if,  af- 
ter a  reasonable  time  allowed  for  reflection  and  payment,  the  offend- 
ing brother  still  neglects  and  refuses  to  come  forward  and  pay,  as  law 
and  duty  require  him  to  do—  the  offense  boing  a  continuing  one— let 
the  charges  be  renewed  for  failing  to  comply  with  his  obligations  and 
daty,  and  let  him  be  thenceforth  excluded  and  his  expulsion  recom- 
mended. • 

If  suspended  indefinitely  for  drunkenness,  that  most  common  of 
all  Masonic  offenses,  and  the  offense  is  continued,  and,  like  the  sow, 
he  continues  to  return  to  his  wallowing  in  the  mire,  let  the  charge  be 
speedily  renewed  and  his  expulsion  recommended. 

If  suspended  for  any  other  offense,  let  a  like  procedure  be  had  in 
his  case,  and  rid  forever  the  body  politic  of  the  fungus  growth  that  is 
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constantly  and  certainly  destroying  its  vital  power  for  good.     Brethren, 
here  is  work  for  yon,  and  room  for  legislation,  it  may  be. 

Sappose  each  master  here  looks  back  over  the  records  of  his  Lod^e, 
for  a  few  years,  and  he  will  find  from  one  to  a  score  *tt  suspended 
Masons.  What  profit  are  they  to  themselves  or  to  their  Lodge,  or  to 
any  body  else  as  Masons  ?  Yet  they  bear  our  mark — are  Masons— 
ODly  suspended,  and  are  a  dead  weight  to  the  whole  Fraternity. 
What  profit  is  there  in  suspending  a  Mason  for  the  non-payment  of 
dues  and  still  hold  on  to  him,  and  still  let  him  go  on  forever  in  his 
wrong-doing  ;  or  what  profit  is  there  in  suspending  indefinitely  a  man 
for  drunkenness  and  still  let  him  go  on  in  his  drunkeoness  and  die  a 
sot  and  blot  u|>on  the  Order,  and  yet  labelled  a  Free  and  Accepted 
Mason?  Brethren,  you  have  the  power,  and  I  exhort  you  now,  that 
during  the  present  session  you  wipe  out  by  legal  enactment,  at  once 
and  forever,  from  your  Statutes  and  Standard  By-Laws  the  penalty  of 
indefinite  suspension.  If  reprimand  will  not  reform  ;  if  all  the  high 
and  holy  motives  for  right  living  will  not  move  to  reform,  then  cnt  off 
the  leafless,  fruitless,  yea  dead  brunches — rid  the  hive  of  these  dead 
weights  that  only  impede  our  work  and  weaken  our  moral  force. 

This  is  a  very  grave  question,  the  more  so  as  ordinary  pride  seems 
to  have  deserted  so  many  who  suffer  themselves  to  be  suspended  for 
non-payment  of  dues.  Of  these  there  is  quite  an  army,  for  where 
there  is  579,826  Masons,  members  of  Lodges,  there  are  14,549  sus- 
pended for  this  cause.  This  we  gather  from  the  industry  of  Brother 
Diehl,  Grand  Secretary  of  Utah. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Victoria  was  recognized,  and  also  that  of  Por- 
tugal, and  a  representative  appointed  for  the  latter. 

John  S.  Davidson  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  J.  Emmett  Black- 
shear,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Blackshear  presented  the  report  on  correspondence,  re- 
viewing Alabama  for  1882.  He  sets  out  with  an  expression  of  deter- 
mination to  make  a  short  report,  and  he  does  it,  and  does  it  well. 

IDAHO. 

From  the  Territory  of  Idaho  comes  the  greeting  of  her  Grand 
Lodge,  consisting  of  representatives  of  eight  Lodges,  presided  over 
by  Grand  Master  Lafayette  Cartee,  whose  communication  was  held 
on  11th  September,  1883.  There  are  on  the  rolls,  active  lodges,  11, 
with  a  membership  of  438  :  47  being  added  during  the  past  year. 
*  Masonry  seems  to  be  active  in  its  efforts  to  teach  morality  and  the 
exercise  of  charity.  A  number  of  children,  orphans  of  deceased 
brethren,  received  the  benefits  of  it.  Yet,  if  we  are  allowed  to  infer 
from  the  Grand  Master's  address,  we  would  conclude  that  the  vic» 
of  intemperance  was  about  to  overshadow  the  good  done  by  the 
Order. 


1884.]  APPENDIX.  101 

Grand  Lodges  of  Arizona  and  New  South  Wales  were  recognized. 
Brother  Chester  P.  Coburn  was  made  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
Jonas  W.  Brown,  Grand  Secretary. 
No  report  on  Correspondence. 

INDIANA. 

The  Annual  Communication,  the  Sixty-Fifth  of  this  Grand 
Lodge,  was  held  on  27th  day  of  May,  1884,  with  Grand  Master  Bruce 
Carr  in  the  East,  and  representatives  from  457  Lodges.  Total  num- 
ber of  Lodges,  499 ;  membership,  23,143 ;  gain,  33 ;  suspended  for 
non-payment  of  dues,  700  ;  quite  an  array.  Can  no  device  be  con- 
ceived which  will  put  a  stop  to  this  indifference  to  the  good  name  ? 

The  Grand  Master  thus  delivers  himself  on  the  subject  of  objection 
after  election.  You  will  notice  that  the  difficulty  is  partly  due  to 
there  being  but  one  ballot  for  all  the  degree^  : 

There  has  been  more  trouble  on  the  subject  of  objections  to  the 
advancement  of  candidates  than  any  other  one  subject.  This  grows 
out  of  the  adoption  of  the  one-ballot  system,  a  departure  of  very 
doubtful  expediency,  as  I  have  always  believed,  and  my  experience 
of  the  last  two  years  has  confirmed  the  belief.  I  have  frequently 
been  called  upon  to  construe  Section  62  of  the  Kules  relating  to  ob- 
jections. I  can  see  but  one  construction  that  can  be  placed  upon  the 
language  used  in  the  section.  I  construe  it  to  mean  that  if  a  member 
is  always  ready  at  the  stated  meetings  with  his  objections,  he  can 
prevent  the  advancement  from  one  meeting  to  another  indefinitely. 
But  if  he  wishes  to  place  the  candidate  in  a  situation  that  will  make 
these  stated  objections  unnecessary,  he  must  prefer  charges.  I  can't 
read  the  section  any  other  way. 

The  debt  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  which  induced  them  to  meet  but  on 
every  alternate  year,  is  so  far  reduced  as  to  produce  the  hope  that 
with  one  more  long  intermission  it  will  all  have  been  extingushed 
and  the  yearly  communications  resumed. 

The  Grand  Master  urges  committees  on  investigation  to  be  more 
rigid  in  their  inquiries,  and  says  : 

The  duties  of  a  committee  appointed  to  investigate  the  character 
of  a  petitioner,  and  his  fitness  to  be  made  a  Mason,  should  be  some- 
thing more  than  simply  to  indorse  the  petition  with  **  favorable  "  or 
**  unfavorable."  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Committee  of  Investigation  to 
make  strict  and  diligent  inquiry  into  the  character  of  the  petitioner, 
ascertain  what  are  his  habits— domestic  and  business,  as  well  as  his 
moral  and  intellectual  capacity,  and  it  is  incumbent  upon  them  to 
report  this  fully  to  the  Lodge. 

And  advises  : 

Do  not  hesitate  to  use  the  ballot  when  a  candidate  is  proposed 
whose  moral  character  is  questionable.    Teach  your  young  Masons 
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that  Masonry  ifl  somethiDg  more  than  merely  a  knowledge  of  the 
Work  and  Ritual.  It  is  a  system  of  moral  philosophy,  fnll  of  lessons 
of  fraternity,  virtue  and  chnrity.  And  it  is  intended  that  all  who 
shall  take  upon  themselves  the  responsibility  of  membership  in  this 
Fraternity,  shall  become  so  imbued  with  its  moral  teachings  that  it 
shall  be  evidenced  in  the  conduct  of  their  lives.  It  encourages  adion 
rather  than  profession.  It  is  the  prac  •""'  rather  than  the  theoretiral 
which  it  seeks,  and  it  looks  more  care.  ..^ly  to  deeds  than  trords.  He 
who  assumes  the  duties  and  obligations  of  a  Mason,  must  make  the 
practice  of  the  virtues  it  teaches  the  moral  plummet  of  his  life. 

We  clip  the  report  of  a  committee  on  application  of  m  Lodge  for 
remission  of  dues  because  of  loss  of  property  by  fire  and  the  action 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  thereon,  because  we  think  it  the  proper  course 
to  pursue.  If  Lodges  would  but  insure  all  their  property,  these  ap- 
peals would  be  by  far  fewer  : 

The  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Newton  Lodge  No.  361,  for  remission  of  dues,  on  account 
of  loss  of  hall  and  property  by  tire,  report  that  this  Grand  Lodge  has 
already  established  a  precedent  not  to  remit  the  dues  of  any  Lodge 
on  Hccount  of  loss  by  fire.  In  view  of  this  fact,  your  committee  re- 
commends that  the  prayer  of  Newton  Lodge  be  not  granted,  and 
would  again  point  out  the  necessity  of  a  full  insurance  policy  to  cover 
all  losses 

Which  was  concurred  in. 

The  Grand  Lodges  of  Victoria,  New  South  Wales,  and  Arizona, 
were  each  recognized  and  greeted. 

Brother  Albert  P.  Charles  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
William  H.  Smythe,  Grand  Secretory. 

An  interesting  report  on  Correspondence  wa^  presented  by  Brother 
William  Commons,  reviewing  Alabama  for  1882  and  1883. 

We  copy  his  statistical  table,  which  is  of  value  for  reference  : 
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ILLINOIS. 

Wo  have  before  us  the  proceedings  of  the  Forty-Fifth  Annnal  Com- 
mnnicHtioti  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  over  which  presided,  M.  W.  Grand 
Master,  Daniel  M.  Browning  There  were  present  representatives 
from  571  Lodges.  This  jurisdiction  embraces  683  Lodges,  with  a 
membership  of  39,5(>5,  of  which,  36,614  reside  in  Ilhnois— gain  440. 

The  Grand  Master  declares  that  ''Masonry  in  Illinois  was  never  in 
a  more  healthy  and  prosperous  condition.'* 

This  Grand  Lodge  also  received  a  photographic  copy  of  the  original 
record  of  8t.  John's  Lodge,  Philadelphia,  June  24,  1731,  Liber  B. 

The  business  generally  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  of  local  interest. 
The  Committee  on  jurisprudence,  however,  reported  that : 

''A  member  of  a  lodge  can  not  be  disciplined  for  objecting  to  a  broth- 
er who  is  not  a  member,  visiting  the  lodge.  Nor  can  his  reason  for 
objecting  be  inquired  into." 

This  we  believe  to  be  our  rule  also. 

We  find,  also,  that  to  this  committee  was  referred  a  resolution  re- 
commending the  abolition  of  fees  for  aiUliation  as  ''tending  to  encour- 
age non-iiffilUtiion  and  retaining  membership  in  dibtant  Lodges."  But 
the  Committee  on  Correspondence  made  a  special  Beport,  which  for 
the  information  of  the  brethren  of  Alabama  who  may  read  this  report, 
we  give  entire.  The  information  was  of  interest  to  us,  and  we  pre- 
sume will  be  so  to  them.  It  was  made  a  special  order,  and  atter  con- 
siderable debate  it  was  adopted  with  only  10  votes  against  it. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Ijodge,  F.  d:  A.  3f.,  of  theStaie  of  lUinois : 

Bbethben  :  It  has  long  been  a  settled  law  of  this  Grand  Body,  that 
lodges  of  the  Symbolic  Craft  (the  degrees  of  Entered  Apprentice,  Fel- 
low Craft  and  Master  Mason)  could  not  be  authorized  except  by  and 
through  the  inherent  powers  of  a  Free  and  Independent  virand  Lodge, 
duly  and  constitutionally  organized  in  accordance  with  primary  im- 
memorial usage  established  by  the  ancient  law,  and  which  declares  as 
a  lundamentai  principle  or  landmark,  that  Masons  are  not  permitted 
td^inake  innovations  upon  the  body  of  the  Institution. 

Notwithstanding  the  pointed  provisions  of  this  groundwork  of  the 
Craft,  it  has  been  the  practice  in  some  of  the  States  of  Continental 
Europe,  and  in  the  Spanish  settlements  of  the  Continents  of  North 
and  South  America,  to  merge  the  Craft  with  outside  associations  of 
Masons  (both  legitimate  and  illegitimate),  a  union  that  was  never  con- 
templated by  the  original  progenitors  of  the  Institution,  and  which  is 
not  only  inimical  to  independent  craft  existence,  but  is  also  in  viola- 
tion of  the  primary  law  of  its  early  organic  foundation.  For  these 
reasons  this  Grand  Lodge  has  for  years  declined  to  recognize  Grand 
Lodges  that  were  not  in  their  entirety  made  up  of  lodfl;es  deriving 
their  authority  from  constitutional  Grand  Bodies  of  the  Fraternity. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  has  never  interposed  obstacles  to  mem- 
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bers  of  its  lodges  entering  into  any  association  of  Masons  (without 
the  portals  of  its  lodges),  but  it  firmly  denies  to  sacb  associations  the 
authority  to  assume,  in  any  associated  capacity  or  otherwise,  any 
function  inhering  to  its  lodges  ;  therefore  it  is,  that  the  attention  of 
your  committee  has  been  called  to  an  article  appearing  in  a  periodical 
known  as  the  "Masonic  World"  (and  for  the  month  of  April  of  tbe 
present  year),  a  paragraph  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  following 
letter  of  inquiry.  As  such  publication  was  supposed  to  be  the  organ 
or  mouthpiece  of  the  co-called  '^Egyptian  Masonic  Bite  of  Memphis/* 
with  central  authority  resident  in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  I  addressed 
a  leUer  to  Brother  **Dariu8  Wilson,  96'',"and  the  **Grand  Master"  of 
said  Rite,  as  follows  : 

Office  of  ths  Committee  on  Cor^^pondence,  ) 
Of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  F  it  A.  M. ,    J- 

Chicago,  May  5,  1884.  ) 

To  Grand  Master  Darius  WUsoHf  96,90,  Egyptian  Masonic  BiU  qf  Metn- 

phis,  Boston: 

In  the  "Masonic  World,"  published  in  your  city,  and  for  the  month 
of  April  last,  I  find  an  retract  from  the  "Masonic  Tablet,**  the  con- 
cluding paragraph  of  which  reads  : 

"The  Uraud  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  has  committed  a  fatal  error 
because  she  does  not  attempt  to  carry  into  effect  her  illegitimate 
amendment,  or  if  she  does,  the  result  will  be  schism  and  confusion 
worse  confounded.  The  three  Scottish  Kite  Bodies  assailed  will  nat- 
urally unite  and  form  an  alliance  offensive  and  defensive  with  the 
members  of  the  Egyptian  Kites,  and  as  all  these  bodies,  if  forced  in- 
to the  position,  have  the  inherent  right  to  grant  warrants  for  Blue 
Lodges,  the  result  would  speedily  be  two  Grand  Lodges,  a  result  that 
the  whole  Masonic  world  would  deplore,  but  which  in  all  probability 
would  occur  if  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  attempted  to  expd 
leading  members  of  the  higher  degrees." 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  has  never  presumed  to  dictate  to  mem- 
bers of  its  constituent  lodges  their  affiliations  with  other  sodalities  or 
associations,  if  of  a  reputable  character,  and  that  do  not  offer  any  hos- 
tility to  the  fundamental  principles  upon  which  the  lodge  is  founded  ; 
but  we  do  insist  upon  entire  and  unreserved  control  of  the  degrees  of 
Symbolic  or  Craft  Masonry,  to-wit :  the  degrees  of  Entered  Appren- 
tice, Fellow  Craft  and  Master  Mason,  within  the  territorial  jurisdic- 
tion of  our  '  rrand  Lodge.  Will  you  therefore  advise  the  committee 
if,  under  any  circumstances  or  conditions,  it  is  held  by  the  body  over 
which  you  have  the  houor  to  preside,  that  it  has  an  inherent  right  to 
establish,  conduct  or  control  Blue  Lodges,  meaning  thereby  the  three 
degrees  of  Entered  Apprentice,  Fellow  Craft  and  Ma.ster  Masou. 

As  it  is  the  particular  province  of  this  committee  to  lay  before  our 
Grand  Lod'jje  any  information  touching  its  welfare,  it  is  hoped  and 
expected  that  you  will  give  this  communication  your  early  attention 

IHEODORE  T.  GURNEY. 

Correspondent 

In  response  to  this.  Brother  Wilson  writes  as  follows,  at  the  same 
time  inclosing  a  copy  of  the  constitution  of  said  Rite  of  Memphis. 
First  to  his  letter,  followed  by  a  quotation  from  the  constitution  afore- 
said, and  to  which  he  particularly  directed  our  attention  : 
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<*£OTPTIA.N  Ma<10NIC   RiTE  OF  MEMPHIS, 

Office  of  the  SSotebeion  8anctuabt  of  Amebica, 

Boston,  Mass.,  May  10,  1884. 

**  Theodore  T.  Gurney^  Cfiairnian  of  Committer  on  Correspondence  of  Uie  M. 
W.   Grand  Lodge  of  lUinois  F.  it  A,  M,  : 

<*Mo8T  Wobshipful.  Sib  and  Deab  Bbothbb  :  Yours  of  the  5th  in- 
stant received.  You  ask  'if,  nnder  any  circumstaaoes,  it  is  held  by 
the  body  over  which  you  have  the  honor  to  preside,  that  it  has  an  in- 
herent right  to  establish,  conduct  or  control  Blue  Liodges,  meaning 
thereby  the  three  degrees  of  Craft  Masonry,  Entered  Apprentice,  Fel- 
low Craft  and  Master  Mason.* 

**I  answer,  that  we  have  no  right,  nor  do  we  claim  the  privilege,  to 
work  or  control  the  first  three  hrst  degrees  of  Masonry  in  any  State 
or  Territory  where  a  Grand  Lodge  is  legitimately  working  those  de- 
grees. 

''But  we  do  claim  to  have  the  same  right  as  that  possessed  by  the 
Scottish  and  other  Kites  of  Masoory  to  work  the  tirst  three  degrees 
in  unoccupied  territory,  but  we  differ  from  the  Scottish  Rite  in  this, 
that  we  work  them  only  for  a  specific  purpose,  viz.  :  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Symbolic  State  or  Territorial  Grand  Lodge,  after  which  we 
ce<ise  to  have  anything  whatever  to  do  with  the  control  of  those  de- 
grees. 

**  We  have  never  exercised  the  privilege  in  this  country,  neither  do 
we  expect  to  do  so.  We  prefer  to  leave  this  matter  entirely  to  the  va- 
rious Grand  Lodges  of  the  different  States  and  Territories  ;  yet  you 
will  see  by  our  constitution,  which  I  have  already  mailed  to  your  ad- 
dress, that  we  do  not  propose  to  be  bottled  up  and  previnted  from 
working  by  the  hostile  and  UD-Masonio  action  of  any  Grand  Lodge  of 
F.  &  A.  M.  We  always  have  treated,  and  shall  continue  to  treat, 
Grand  Lodges  Craft  Masonry  with  the  greatest  courtesy,  but  if  they 
make  unreasonable  warfare  upon  us  we  shall  try  to  protect  ourselves, 
that  is  all. 

**  We  firmly  believe  in  Grand  Lodge  sovereignty,  but  we  just  as 
firmly  believe  that  Grand  Lodges  should  attend  to  their  own  legiti- 
mate business  and  let  us  alone. 

"The  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  has  placed  herself  in  such  a 
position  afto  authorize  us,  under  the  provisions  of  our  constitution, 
to  establish  a  Grand  Lodge  in  this  Commonwealth,  and  yet  we  have 
not  been  hasty. 

'*  Almost  two  years  have  elapsed,  and  we  have  not  as  yet  availed 
ourselves  of  this  privilege,  and  it  is  not  likely  that  we  ever  shall,  as 
wo  think  it  will  be  unnecessary.  Trusting  that  I  have  answered  your 
questions  as  fully  as  you  desire,  I  am,  with  the  greatvst  respect, 

Yours  fraternally, 

DARIUS  WILSON,  96^, 
Grand  Master  Egyptian  Masonic  Rite  of  Memphis  U.  S.  A.'* 

Here  follows  the  quotation  from  the  constitution  of  that  Rite,  here- 
tofore referred  to  : 

** ARTICLE  Vn. 

DUTIES  OF  OFFIOEB8. 

^'Section  1.  (1)  The  Most  Illustrious  Sovereign  Grand  Master 
General  shall  possess  abiolute  authority  concerning  the  laws,  rituils 
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and  usages  of  the  Order.    He  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Sev- 
er eign  Sanctuary. 

**(2)  He  shall  possess  authority  to  confer  the  various  degrees  of 
the  Kite,  from  the  first  to  the  ninety-sixth  inclusive,  provided,  how- 
ever, that  the  degrees  of  Entered  Apprentice,  Fellow  Craft  and  Mas- 
ter Mason  shall  be  conferred  in  any  Stale  or  Territory  where  there 
exists  a  Grand  Lodge  regularly  constituted  by  a'uthority  of  this  or  any 
other  Rite  of  Masonry  ;  provided,  further,  that  should  it  come  to  his 
knowledge  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  any  State  or  Territory  by  edict, 
resolution  or  constitution,  had  denounced  the  Rite  of  Memphis,  pro- 
scribed any  of  its  degrees,  or  endeavored  in  any  manner  to  prevent 
the  members  of  its  dependents  from  receiving  said  degrees,  or  by  any 
other  act  attempted  to  injure  or  prevent  the  working  of  the  degrees 
of  the  Rite  of  Memphis,  the  Most  Illustrious  Grand  Master  General 
may,  in  consequence  of  such  un-Masonic  act,  consider  such  State  or 
Territory  Masonically  unoccupied,  and  may  at  his  discretion  grant 
charters  for  Masters'  lodges  of  the  Egyptian  Rite  of  Memphis  ;  and 
when  in  his  opinion  a  sufficient  number  of  subordinate  lodgea  have 
been  formed  in  such  State  or  Territory,  he  shall  ^rant  a  charter  for 
the  constitution  of  a  Grand  Lodge  of  three  degrees,  which,  after  its 
establishment,  shall  possess  exclusive  and  supreme  control  of  the 
first,  second  and  third  degrees  within  such  State  or  Territory.*' 

Your  committee  would  further  represent,  that  another  Rit**,  known 
as  the  "  Ancient  and  Primitive  Rite  of  Memphis,*'  does  not  hesitate 
to  assume,  by  its  charters,  that  it  has  rights  over  the  Symbolic  or 
Craft  degrees.  M.  W.  Brother  Dewitt  C.  Cregier,  Past  Grand  Master 
of  Masons  in  Illinois,  and  as  determined  in  hostility  to  such  assump- 
tions as  is  the  writer,  addressed  a  note  to  Alexander  B.  Mott,  the 
Graud  Master  General  of  the  said  Ancient  and  Primitive  Rite  of 
Memphis,  receiving  the  following  reply  : 

**  A.  &  P.  Rite  of  Memphis,  ] 

"Office  of  Alexander  B.  Mott,  M.  D.,  33.-.  90.-.  96.-  ,  Most  Ttt,  • 

Gband  Master  General  in  and  fcr  the  Continent  of  America,      { 

62  Madison  Avenue,  New  York,  May  21,  18»4.         J 

«*/«.  Bro.  Dewitt  C.  Oreiger,  33.-.  95.-.,  Orand  BepreserUaHt^  : 

**  Dear  Sir  and  III.  Brother  :  Your  letter  of  the  9th  would  have 
received  prompt  attention  but  for  my  absence  from  the  city.  I  was 
in  Philadelphiii,  Pa. ,  organizing  a  Mystic  Temple,  having  recalled  the 
charter  of  the  old  one.  Of  course,  /  agree  vciUi  you  that  altkovgh  our 
charters  give  nsthe  right  to  organize  bodies  of  the  three  first  deffrtes,  it  should 
not  he  exerrijiedy  and  if  yon  will  refer  to  our  constitution  of  tiieA.  A  P. 
Rite  of  Memphis,  you  will  find  that  we  renounce  that  privilege,  and 
should  never  be  done  with  my  sanction."     •        •         •         •        • 

Subsequently,  Brother  Cregier  received  another  communication 
from  the  same  source,  dated  May  29,  1884,  and  as  follows  : 

**  You  favor  of  23d  has  been  received.  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  the 
History  and  Constitution  of  the  An.  &Pr.  Rite  of  Memphis,  published 
under  the  auspicies  of  the  Sov.  Sancy.  in  1874,  of  which  I  presume 
you  have  a  copy.  Upon  page  172  is  a  true  copy  of  the  charter  under 
which  we  work,  endorsed  by  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  in  1862, 
which  authorizes  from  1st  to  95  degrees;  at  the  same  time  yoa  will 
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find  on  page  182  and  83,  a  decree  from  this  Sov.  Sancy,  foreTer  waiv- 
ing and  renouncing  all  claini  over  the  three  first  degrees,  and  making 
it  obligatory  that  a  candidate  should  be  a  Master  Mason  in  good 
standing,  to  be  received  into  the  order.  This  will  set  yon  right,  I 
think,  and  you  will  no  longer  express  sorrow  that  such  privilege  has 
been  granted  to  the  A.  &  P.  11.  of  Memphis,  whose  charter  (the  only 
legitimate  one  in  this  country),  gives  ifiem  a  privUetje  which  loe  cheerfuUi/ 
toaive  in  favor  of  Grand  Lodges  of  the  U.  S.  On  the  contrary,  we 
should  have  credit  arid  consideration  for  doing  so,  from  Grand  Lodges, 
and  be  recognized  by  those  bodies  in  the  same  light  as  Chapters, 
Commanderies  or  A.  &  A.  Kite.  You  will  also  find  that  the  same  law 
exists  with  us,  in  reference  to  exi)ul8ion  in  Blue  Lodges,  of  members 
of  our  Kite. 

**  You  say  you  will  place  my  last  letter  before  the  Committee  on 
Correspondence  of  Grand  Lodge,  be  so  kind  as  to  attach  this  one  to 
it,  so  that  they  can  understand  our  position  and  not  place  us  in  the 
same  category  as  they  may  the  fraudulent  Sov.  Sanc'ty  of  Boston, 
Michigan  and  Canada,  all  having  their  origin  from  Calvin  C.  Burt, 
who,  in  a  letter  to  me.  acknowledged  that  he  never  had  a  chart^-r  of 
the  Rite  of  Memphis,  but  used  a  photograph  of  one  in  my  possession. 

**  I  have  been  a  Mason  for  over  thirty  years,  and  never  until  lately 
heard  that  Grand  Lodges,  who  claim  that  there  is  nothing  beyond 
the  Blue  Lodge,  would  presume  to  dictate  to  M  M.  what  societies 
or  associations  (even  claiming  to  be  of  a  Masonic  character)  they 
were  permitted  to  join;  they  have  no  jurisdiction  beyond  the  Lodge, 
and  certainly  contradict  their  own  doctrine  when  they  legislate  out- 
side of  that  body. 

'*  While  I  am  willing  and  desirous  that  they  should  denounce  im- 
post, ers  and  warn  M.  M.  to  have  no  intercourse  with  them,  /  am  wn- 
wiillug  to  be  placed  in  the  same  tuitegory.  and  shall  assert  the  rights  given  to 
me  hy  tfie  several  cfuirters  in  my  posse^ision,  and  the  recognition  of  our  Sov. 
Sanc'ty  throughout  the  world.  '        •••••• 

Italics  ours  in  both  letters. 

The  brethren  will  not  fail  to  observe  that  the  Brother  Mott  plants 
himself  upon  the  same  platform  with  Brother  Wilson;  that  under 
certain  conditions  or  circumstances  he  will  exercise  the  supposed 
rights  embraced  in  his  charters  from  France,  and  insisted  upon  by  his 
Rite  in  other  countries  of  the  globe. 

It  is  ^ith  pain  arjd  mortification  that  we  find  members  of  lodges, 
presumably  well  advised  of  the  fundamental  principles  at  the  base  of 
our  organized  existence,  assuming  to  make  Masons  and  organizing 
them  into  lodges  without  remote  constitutional  authority.  We  most 
emphatically  deny  this  assumption,  and  as  an  earnest  of  the  purpose 
of  this  Grand  Lodge  to  maintain  and  defend  rights  that  we  hold  to 
be  sacred  and  inviolable,  it  is  hereby  proclaimed  : 

First.  That  persons  cannot  be  made  Masons  except  by  the  act  of 
a  regular  lodge,  working  under  the  jurisdiction  and  by  the  authority 
of  a  Grand  Lodge  duly  constituted  by  the  representatives  of  lodges 
of  Free  and  Accepted  or  Craft  Masons. 

Second.  That  every  association  of  Masons,  of  whatever  name  or 
degree,  other  than  that  of  the  three  degrees  of  Craft  Masonry  here- 
tofore described,  that  assumes  the  right  to  coDgregatc,Mnitiate,  pass 
and  raise  persons  to  the  several  degrees  of  said  (3raft  or  Symbolic 
Masonry,  is  clandestine,  and  is  hereby  so  pronounced  and  declared.' 
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And  vhereas,  the  aforesaid  "Egyptian  Masonic  Rit«  of  Memphis,** 
of  which  Brother  Darius  Wilson  is  "Grand  Master,"  together  vith 
the  "Ancient  and  Primitive  Rite  of  Memphis,**  of  which  Brother 
Alexander  B.  Mott  is  Grand  Master,  declare,  by  both  positive  avowal 
and  implication,  that  they  and  their  organizations  have  an  inherent 
right,  by  charters  and  otherwise,  to  establish  lodges  for  conferring 
the  degrees  of  Entered  Apprentice,  Fellow  Craft  and  Master  Mason; 
therefore, 

Rejiolved,  That  the  said  "  Egyptian  Masonic  Rite  of  Memphis,** 
and  the  said  "Ancient  and  Primitive  Kite  of  Memphis,**  and  all  other 
associations  of  persons  of  whatever  degree  or  name  (other  than  loilge:* 
of  Free  and  Accepted,  Symbolic  or  Craft  Masons,  and  the  Gnind 
Lodges  duly  constituted  by  the  representatives  of  such  lodges),  that 
shall  arrogate  to  themselves  the  authority,  under  any  circumstances 
or  conditions,  to  confer  the  degrees  of  Symbolic  or  Craft  Masonry, 
to-wit :  Entered  Apprentice,  Fellow  Craft  and  Master  Mason,  or 
whose  charters,  constitutions,  laws,  edicts  or  decrees  shall  assume, 
or  permit  the  powers  organized  under  them  to  assume,  the  authority 
to  constitute  lodges,  or  bodies  of  any  other  name,  for  the  conferring 
the  said  three  degrees  of  Symbolic  or  Craft  Masonry,  are  clandestine 
bodies  within  the  meaning  of  the  fundamental  law  of  Masonry:  and 
with  their  constituents,  dependents  and  individual  members  are 
clearly  within  the  scope  of  the  inhibitions  of  Section  2,  Article  X,  of 
the  Constitution  of  this  Grand  Lodge;  and  all  the  Masons  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  said  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  are  hereby  warned 
that  any  Masonic  intercourse  with  the  aforesaid  *'  Egyptian  Masonic 
Rite  of  Memphis,"  of  which  Brother  Darius  Wilson  is  **Grand  Mas- 
ter," or  the  "Ancient  and  Primitive  Rite  of  Memphis,'*  of  which  Bro. 
Alexander  B.  Mott  is  "Gr^nd  Master,"  their  members  and  constitu- 
ent bodies,  or  >\ith  any  other  association  or  persons  assuming  to  have 
any  authority,  powers  or  privileges  in  Ancient  Cratt  Masonry,  not 
derived  from  this  Grand  Lodge,  within  the  State  of  Ulinois,  will  sub- 
ject them  to  the  penalty  attaching  to  a  violation  ot  their  Masonic 
covenants. 

Brother  John  R.  Thomas  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
Loyal  L.  Mann  re-elected  Grand  Sacretary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  P.  Grand  Master 
Theodore  T.  Gurney.  To  meet  the  position  taken  by  some  brethren 
that  three  Lodges  less  alone  than  a  majority,  in  any  particular  terri- 
tory, may  or;/anize  a  Grand  Lodge  and  assume  exclusive  jurisdiction, 
he  publishes  a  table  showing  the  total  number  of  Lodges  uniting  to 
organize  the  several  Grand  Lodges  in  the  United  States  and  British 
American  provinces.  This  information  was  the  result  of  inquiries 
instituted,  and  demonstrates  that  in  every  instance  a  large  majority  of 
the  lodges  within  the  territory  acted  together  in  their  formation. 

.\labama  receives  very  friendly  notice,  and  we  are  cheered  by  words 
of  encouragement  and  approval  from  so  distinguished  a  brother  and 
writer. 

He  very  properly  infers  that  we  think  the  recogoitioQ  of  tlie  Grand 
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Lodge  of  New  Sonth  Wales,  by  onr  Grand  Lodge,  at  the   time,  a 
mistake. 

NotwithRtanding  we  may  be  deemed  extravagant,  or  anything  else, 
we  give  Brother  Gurney's  opinions  in  relation  to  the  action  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  about  what  ore  so-called  higher  de- 
grees, in  extenso.  We  esteem  this  a  grave  and  very  important  move- 
ment, and  one  fraught  with  great  evil  to  Masonry.  The  disquisition 
which  follows  proved  of  great  interest  to  us,  and  we  trust  will  like- 
Wise  prove  instructive  to  our  brethren.  It  is  well  for  us  all  to  be 
fully  informed  on  all  subjects  pertaining  to  the  Lo(fge. 

We  will  examine  into  this  matter  of  '*  spurious  rites  and  irregular 
lodges,  called  Masonic,"  for  the  purjjose  of  inquiring,  if  not  every- 
thing beyond  the  lodge,  might  possibly  be  found  not  to  be  **  duly 
constituted  Masonic  "  organizations. 

This  question  was  bnelly  presented  last  year ;  but  it  did  not,  to 
ourselves,  embrace  suggestions  or  convictions  that  had  not  been  of 
paramount  intffrr^st  for  the  past  twenty  years.  Prior  to  that  time,  we, 
like  the  vast  majority  of  thc^Craft,  had  been  content  with  what  ap- 
peared to  be  the  general  tendency  to  usurpation,  supposing  that 
departures  from  the  original  plan  of  Masonry,  so  wide-spread  and 
universal,  had  foundation  in  some  written  or  unwritten  authority  to 
which  the  less  favored  in  degrees  and  orders  could  not  have  access, 
and  which  were  employed  to  formulate  systems  that  neither  the 
original  constitutions  of  the  Fraternity,  or  other  constitutions  of 
English  speaking  jurisdictions  of  modern  times,  had  ever  recognized. 
It  was  not  until  Massachusetts  made  the  departure  that  is  now  at- 
tracting so  much  attention,  did  it  occur  to  the  average  Masonic 
mind  that  investigation  was  necessary  to  determine  by  what  right  or 
authority  do  associations  of  Masons,  outside  the  lodge,  presume  to 
assume  that  they  are  *'  duly  constituted  Masonic  bodies"  or  organi- 
zations.    To  this  inquiry  we  direct  the  attention  of  the  reader. 

It  is  not  until  within  the  last  quarter  of  a  century  that  Masons,  ex- 
cept the  few,  have  been  induced  to  canvass  questions  that  modem 
associations  should  have  long  ago  called  out ;  and  even  now  there  is 
less  inquiry  upon  the  subject  than  is  justified  by  the  dangers  that 
beset  the  Masonic  Temple,  and  all  growing  out  of  the  fact  that  Ma- 
sonic writers,  as  a  rule,  are  interested  in  the  development  of  favorite 
systems,  and  who,  until  within  a  comparatively  brief  period,  have 
controlled  Masonic  sentiment  by  statements  in  their  various  publica- 
tions, that  have  not  l>een  criticized  in  the  light  of  impartial  history. 

These,  as  foolish  as  they  now  appear,  have  had  the  desired  effect 
of  inculcating  false  conceptions  of  the  origin  of  such  associations, 
and  their  claims  to  legitimate  Masonic  parentage.  More  than  this, 
and  in  the  absence  of  a  generally  diffused  literature  devoted  to  the 
Craft,  assumption  both  false  and  puerile  have  been  furnished  for 
edification  and  instruction. 

At  the  outset  of  this  discussion  we  wish  to  say,  that  we  are  a  mem* 
ber  of  the  Chapter,  Council,  Commandery,  and  all  the  bodies  of  the 
Scottish  Rite  :  and  liking  them  all,  and  believing  their  existence  does 
not  remotely  jeopardize  any  interest  of  the  lodge,  we  do  not  entertain 
any  disposition  whatever  to  place  them  in  any  false  position,  but 
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rather  in  their  true  relations  to  the  Institution  ;  in  the  earnest,  nn- 
qualified  belief  that  by  so  doing  their  truest  interests  will  be  pro- 
moted. Wc  like  them  all,  and  should  profoundly  regret  any  contin- 
gency that  would  make  it  necessary  to  abandon  associations  that  have 
afforded  so  much  gratification;  nevertheless,  should  the  time  ever 
arrive  (which  God  forbid)  that  we  must  select  which  we  must  serAe, 
we,  with  every  true  Manon  of  Illinois,  will  avow  unqualified  allegi- 
ance and  adhesion  to  the  only  ''duly  constituted**  Mfisonic  organiza- 
tion upon  earth,  the  lodge. 

In  the  first  instance  we  will  inquire,  why  is  it  that  the  large  but 
happily  decrefising  majority  of  brethren  are  of  the  impression  that 
the  degrees  and  orders  of  Masonic  associations,  beyond  the  lodge, 
have  legitimate  connection  therewith?  This  inquiry  is  necessary  to 
get  at  the  root  of  perplexities  that  interpose  obstacles  to  a  cle-«r  un- 
derstanding of  the  questions  at  issue,  and  which  have  been  thrust 
upon  attention  by  the  action  of  our  brethren  of  Massachusetts,  in 
their  formal  and  ofi&cial  declaration  that  the  organizations  heretofore 
named  are  "  duly  constituted  Masonic  bodies.'* 

Turning  first  to  the  Chapter.  In  all  monitors  and  hand  books  of 
that  body  is  found,  substantially,  the  following  declaration  :  ''This 
degree  (B.  A.)  is  indescribably  more  august,  and  sublime  and  im- 
portant than  all  which  precede  it,  and  is  (he  summii  and  perffdion  cf 
ancieiU  Masonry.  It  impresses  on  our  minds  a  belief  of  the  being  and 
existence  of  a  Supreme  Deity,  without  beginning  of  days  or  end  of 
years,  and  reminds  us  of  reverence  due  His  holy  name.  It  also 
brings  to  mind  many  essentials  of  the  Craft  which  were,  fen-  ihf  spar* 
of  four  hundred  ami  seventy  years,  buried  in  darkness  ;  and  without  a 
knowledge  of  which  the  Mason's  character  cannot  be  complete."   •    * 

"This  section  furnishes  us  with  many  interesting  particulars  rela- 
tive to  the  state  of  the  Fraternity  during  and  since  the  reign  of  King 
Solomon,"  &c.  (Italics  ours.)  Vide  Webb,  1818  ;  McCoy,  1859,  and 
other  writers. 

This,  brethren,  is  the  class  of  food  with  which  the  masses  of  the 
Fraternity  have  been  served  from  time  out  of  mind,  and  it  is  not, 
therefore  surprising  that  Masons  not  particularly  interested  and  in- 
structed in  foundation  stones,  should  accept  as  orthodox,  whimsical 
assertions  so  boldly  put  forth,  because  of  the  absence  of  a  bold, 
truthful,  popular  hterature  so  necessary  to  dispel  impositions  upon 
credulity. 

Now,  what  are  the  facts  relating  to  the  origin  of  the  degree  in  ques- 
tion, and  its  subsecpient  relations  to  the  Fraternity.  Before  further 
discussion,  it  should  be  stated  that  the  appendant  degrees  of  "SL  M., 
P.  M.,  and  M.  E.  M.,  are  of  American  origin  ;  at  least  so  far  as  their 
associations  with  the  Chapter  is  concerned.  They  are  entirely  un- 
known to  the  English  system,  and  have  never  been  connected  there- 
with. 

The  Royal  Arch  was  not  known  prior  to,  or  at  the  revival  of  1717. 
Neither  Anderson,  or  cotemporaneous  authors,  allude  to  it ;  neither 
is  it  mentioned  prior  to  its  attempted  introduction  into  the  Enghsh 
Masonic  system,  about  the  year  1740.  Up  to  that  time,  as  the  Ute 
Brother  Maokey  says:  "The  essential  element  of  the  Royal  Arch 
constituted  a  component  part  of  the  Master  s  degree,  and  was,  of 
course,  its  concluding  portion  ;  that  as  a  degree  it  was  not  at  all 
recognized,  being  but  the  complement  of  one  ;  that  about  th^t  time 
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it  was  dissevered  from  its  original  connectioD  and  elevated  to  the 
position  and  invested  with  the  form  of  a  distinct  degree  by  the  body 
which  called  itself  the  *•  Grand  Lodge  of  England  according  to  the  old 
constitutions,'  but  which  is  more  familiarly  known  as  the  Dermot  or 
Athol  Grand  Lodge,  and  frequently  as  the  *  Ancients  ;'  that  in  1776  a 
similar  degree,  fabricated  by  Dunkerly,  was  adopted  by  the  constitu- 
tional Grand  Lodge,  or  the  *  Moderns,'  and  tha»  in  1813  it  was 
formally  reccgnized  as  a  part  of  the  York  Rite  by  the  United  Grand 
Lodge  of  England." 

Brother  Mackey  further  says  :  **It  is  evident  that  the  existence  of 
the  Koyal  Arch  as  an  independent  and  distinct  degree,  datds  at  a 
comparatively  modern  p»riod.  In  none  of  the  old  manuscript 
records  of  Masonry  is  there  the  slightest  allusion  to  it,  and  Anderson 
does  not  make  any  reference  to  it  in  his  history  of  the  Order.  The 
true  word,  which  constitutes  the  essential  character  of  the  Royal  Arch 
degree,  was  found  by  Dr.  Oliver  in  an  old  Master  Mason's  tracing- 
board  of  the  date  of  about  1725  ;  and  hence  he  concludes  *  that  the 
word  at  that  time  ha^l  not  been  severed  from  the  third  degree  and 
transferred  to  another,* — in  other  words,  that  the  Royal  Arch  degree 
had  not  been  fabricated."  We  hope  the  reader  will  keep  the  forego- 
ing in  mind  for  the  day,  if  it  comes,  when  the  lodge  will  denmnd  Us 
otrn. 

We  are  aware  of  the  fact  that  distinguished  authors  reject  the  theo- 
ries of  Brother  Mackey,  but  when  it  can  be  made  plain  that  the 
**  word"  was  lost,  and  subsecxuently  found  in  an  organization  that  did 
not  exist  in  1717,  and  in  a  degree  fahricaf^I  after  the  establishment  of 
the  first  Grand  Lodge,  then  we  wUl  review  the  conclusions  of  the 
author  quoted. 

There  is  not  a  reasonable  doubt  but  that  the  Royal  Arch  originated 
in  the  fertile  brain  of  Chevalier  Ramsey,  who  made  the  unsuccessful 
effort  (1740)  for  its  introduction.  It  was,  however,  seized  upon  by 
Dermot  and  Dunkerley,  who  again  emasculated  the  third  degree, 
that  it,  (the  R.  A.)  might  be  the  **8ummit  of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry;" 
and  wherein  might  be  found  the  **lost  word"  (!)  that  a  Craftsman 
could  possibly  secure  if  found  worthy  of  the  confidence  of  the 
usurpers  of  his  heritage. 

There  is  much  more  of  history  upon  this  subject  that  could  be  pro- 
duced, but  enough  has  been  shown  to  fix  the  correct  birth  of  the 
fundamental  degree  of  the  Chapter. 

Ramsey's  degree  is  yet  practiced  upon  the  Continent  of  Europe  ; 
and  in  this  country  is  a  section  of  the  system  of  the  A.  A.  Rite,  and 
known  as  **  Knight  of  the  Ninth  Arch."  How  long  the  United  Grand 
Lodge  of  England  insisted  upon  maintaining  this  abnormity,  is  not 
known  to  the  writer  ;  but  certain  it  is  that,  the  degree  has  not,  for 
many  years,  been  permitted  to  occupy  a  place  in  English  Masonry, 
except  as  an  honorarium,  and  is  entirely  unknown  to,  and  unauthor- 
ized by  the  Ancient  Craft. 

To  show  one  more  evidence  of  the  emasculation  referred  to,  and 
how  certain  it  is  that  the  essentials  of  the  Chapter  were  taken  from 
the  lodge,  we  ask  any  well  informed  Mason,  member  of  Chapter,  to 
compare  the  esoteric  duties  of  Senior  W^arden,  with  the  degree  of 
Mark  Master. 

Before  leaving  the  Chapter,  we  will  give  another  evidence  of  edu- 
cational advantages  heretofore  enjoyed  by  Masons.     In  all  monitors 
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known  to  the  writer,  will  be  found  the  Bublimity  of  assumption,  hy 
assuming  to  instruct  the  lodge  in  its  duties.  They  say  :  *•  This  de- 
gree (Past  Master)  should  be  carefully  studied,  and  well  understood, 
by  every  Master  of  a  lodge.  It  treats  of  the  government  of  our 
society  ;  the  disposition  of  our  rulers  ;  and  illustrates  their  requisite 
quahtications.  It  includes  the  ceremony  of  opening  and  closing 
lodges  on  the  several  preceding  degrees  ;  and  also  the  forms  of  in- 
stallation <)nd  consecration,  in  the  Grand  Lodge  as  well  as  private 
lodges.  It  comprehends  the  ceremonies  at  laying  the  foundation 
stones  of  public  buildings,  and  also  at  dedications  and  ut  funerals, 
by  a  variety  of  particulars  explanatory  of  these  ceremonies."  This 
is  instruction  (!)  from  a  body  not  known  to  the  lodge,  except  inci- 
dentally through  its  membership  :  nevertheless,  by  the  unthinking 
it  is  accepted  as  legitimate,  not  only  by  Masons  of  culture  in  other 
departments  of  lite,  but  who  have  never  been  disposed  to  inquiry ; 
but  worse  than  all,  by  Grand  Lodges  that  are  still  willing  to  recognize 
a  superstructure  unknown  to  the  original  plan,  while  at  the  same 
time  denouncing  all  innovations  upon  the  body  of  the  Fraternity. 

This  is  one  of  the  organizations  (Chapter)  that  our  brethren  of 
Massachusetts  recognize  as  a  **  duly  constituted  Masonic  body," 
conveying  the  impression  by  such  recognition,  that  it  is  an  integral 
part  or  section  of  Ancient  Symbolic  Masonry,  and  presumably  au- 
thorized to  practice  its  ntes. 

From  the  Chapter  we  go  to  the  CouncM  to  find  that  its  origin  is  not 
to  be  traced,  except  that  its  degrees  are  of  modern  date,  and  to  be 
found  in  the  Chapters  of  the  Mother  Country,  and  in  other  organiza- 
tions of  America  and  continental  Europe  ;  but  when  or  whence  they 
came  is  a  mystery  which  baffles  the  student  quite  as  much  as  do  the 
origin  of  degrees  and  orders  that  for  a  hundred  years  or  more  have 
insisted  upon  a  place  within  the  domain  of  Masonry  ;  and  which 
ignorance  on  the  one  hand,  and  presumption  on  the  other,  are  laying 
bare  the  incontestable  truth,  that  the  Symbolic  Craft  can  have  noth- 
ing to  do,  officially,  with  associations  of  Masons  that  have  come  into 
existence  without  its  authority. 

Turning  now  to  the  Commandery.  The  Order  of  the  Red  Cross  is 
unknown  to  Templarism,  except  in  this  country.  It  bears  no  rela- 
tion to  Knighthood,  but  is  founded  upon  incidents  in  Jewish  history 
contained  in  the  apochryphal  book  of  Esdras.  This  is  mentioned  to 
show  that  its  appearance  in  the  Templary  of  the  United  States  was 
designed  to  associate  the  Commandery,  (although  by  an  awkward 
detour)  with  Chapter  and  lodge  When  the  Order  of  the  Temple,  as 
a  secret  benevolent  institution  made  its  appearance  none  can  tell, 
and  every  attempt  to  trace  its  earliest  associations  with  the  Frater- 
nity has  been  fruitless.  Notwithstanding  all  this,  Webb  and  his 
cotemporaries  succeeded  in  imprinting  upon  the  ignorance  of  their 
period,  the  baseless  assumption  that  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  were 
acknowledged  sections  of  Masonry.  To  more  thoroughly  impress 
Masons  with  the  idea  that  his,  Webb's,  creations  were  born  of 
Masonic  wedlock,  he  usurped  the  esoteric  rituals  of  both  Chapter  and 
lodge  to  convey  an  impression  that  the  Order  of  the  Ked  Cross  would 
not  alone  justify. 

The  bodies  mentioned,  and  the  numerous  progeny  of  Kamsey  and 
his  cotemporaries,  have  each  and  all  perpetrated  a  like  offense,  to 
convey  the  idea,  and  without  any  positive  declaration,  that  the 
numerous  systems  that  sprang  into  existence  in  their  day,  and  8ub- 
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aequently,  were  countenanced  by  the  "original  plan."  It  was, 
primarily,  from  the  distiuguished  Mason  just  mentioned  ttint  origina- 
ted, for  the  most  part,  the  multitude  of  degrees  and  orders  that  made 
their  appearance  in  Europe  during  first  and  second  quarters  of  the 
18th  century.  His  first  known  effort  to  disregard  the  ancient  charges, 
uas  an  attempt  to  introduce  (into  England)  the  *' Rite  of  Ramsey," 
in  1828.  It  consisted  of  six  degrees,  concluding  with  the  Teiuplar. 
Ho  was  a  gentleman  of  great  cuitnre,  and  was  early  in  sympathy  with 
the  mystic  theologists  of  the  day.  This  tendency  to  the  mysterious 
induced  him,  as  Mackey  says,  to  repudiate  the  connection  of  Ma- 
sonry with  the  op^^rative  art,  and  to  associate  it  with  the  kings  and 
nobles  that  went  forth  to  the  conquest  of  Palestine.  Bro.  Mackey 
gives  his  (Ramsey's)  own  words,  but  they  are  of  too  great  length  for 
a  quotiition.  Being  of  an  intensely  aristocratic  disposition,  his  theo- 
ries met  the  approval  of  the  dignitaries  of  those  times ;  who,  as  it 
subsequently  proved,  seized  upon  his  ideas  to  formulate  a  system  of 
degrees  and  orders,  without  allusion  to  that  which  would  bo  liable  to 
carry  the  inind  back  to  anything  that  would  reveal  the  humble  origin 
of  the  Craft. 

A  quotation  from  Brother  Mackey,  vide  his  Encyclopaedia,  1879, 
pages  (>4y,  C50 : 

'*The  original  system  of  Speculative  Masonry  consisted  only  of 
three  symbolic  degrees,  called,  therefore.  Ancient  Craft  Ma.sonry. 
Such  was  the  condition  of  Freemasonry  at  the  time  of  what  is  called 
the  revivjd  of  1717.  Hence  this  was  the  original  Rite  or  approved 
usage,  and  so  it  continued  in  England  until  the  year  1813,  when,  at 
the  union  of  the  two  Grand  Lodges,  the  *  Holy  Royal  Arch '  was  de- 
clared to  be  a  part  of  the  system  ;  and  thus  the  English,  or,  as  it  is 
luore  commonly  called,  the  York  Rite,  was  made  legitimately  to  con- 
sist of  four  degrees." 

**  But  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  the  organization  of  new  systems 
began  at  a  much  earlier  period  ;  and  by  the  invention  of  w{iat  are 
known  as  the  high  degrees  a  multitude  of  Rites  was  established.  All 
of  those  agreed  in  one  important  essential.  They  were  built  upon 
the  three  symbolic  degrees,  which,  in  every  instAnco,  constitut-ed  the 
fundamentfd  basis  upon  which  they  were  erected.  They  were  in- 
tended as  an  expansion  and  development  of  the  Masonic  ideas  con- 
tained. The  Apprentice,  Fellow  Craft  and  Master's  degrees  were  the 
porch  through  which  every  initiate  was  required  to  pass  before  he 
could  gain  entrance  into  the  inner  temple  which  ha<i  been  erected  by 
the  founders  of  the  Rite.  They  were  the  text,  and  the  high  degrees 
the  commentary." 

**  Ilenco  arises  the  law,  that  whatever  may  be  the  constitution  and 
teachings  of  any  Rite  as  to  tlie  higher  degrees  peculiar  to  it,  the  three 
symbolic  degrees  being  common  to  all  the  Rites,  may  visit  and  labor 
in  a  Master's  lodge  of  every  other  Rite.  It  is  only  after  that  degree 
is  passed  that  the  exclusiveness  of  each  Rite  begins  to  operate." 

**  I  have  said  that  there  has  been  a  multitude  of  these  Rites.  Some 
of  them  have  only  lived  with  their  authors,  and  died  when  their 
paternal  energy  in  fostering  them  ceased  to  exert  itself.  Others  have 
had  a  more  permanent  existence,  and  still  continue  to  divide  the 
Masonic  family,  furnishing,  however,  on  diverse  methods  of  attain- 
ing the  the  same  grea*  end,  and  the  acquisition  of  Di\ine  Truth  by 
Masonic  light.  Ragon,  in  his  Tn'dUrr  (Jeneral,  supplies  us  with  the 
names  of  a  hundred  and  eight  under  the  different  titles  of  Rites,  Or- 
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ders  and  Academies.  Bnt  many  of  these  are  nn-Masonic,  being 
merely  of  a  political,  social  or  literary  character.  The  following;  cata- 
logue embraces  the  most  important  of  those  which  have  hitherto  and 
still  continue  to  arrest  the  attention  of  the  Masonic  student : 

1.  York  Rite. 

2.  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite. 

3.  French  or  Modern  Rito. 

4.  American  Rite. 

6.  Philosophic  Scottish  Rite. 

6.  Primitive  Scottish  Rite. 

7.  Reformed  Rite. 

8.  Reformed  HeWester  Rite. 

9.  Fissler's  Rite. 

10.  Schroder's  Rite. 

11.  Rite  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Three  Globes. 

12.  Rite  of  the  Elect  of  Trtith. 

13.  Rite  of  the  Vielle  Bru. 

14.  Rite  of  the  Chapter  of  Clermont. 

15.  Pernetty's  Rite. 

16.  Rite  of  the  Blazing  Star. 

17.  Chastanier's  Rite. 

18.  Rite  of  the  Philalethes. 

19.  Primitive  Rite  of  the  Philadelphiana. 

20.  Rite  of  Martinism. 

21.  Rite  of  Brother  Hinoch. 

22.  Rite  of  Migriam. 

23.  Rite  of  Memphis. 

24.  Rite  of  Strict  Observance. 

25.  Rite  of  Lax  Observance. 

26.  Rite  of  African  Architects. 

27.  Rite  of  Brothers  of  Asia. 

28.  Rite  of  Perfection. 

29.  Rite  of  Elected  Cohens. 

30.  Rite  of  the  Emperors  of  the  East  and  West, 

31.  Primitive  Rite  of  Narborne. 

32.  Rite  of  the  Order  of  the  Temple. 

33.  Sweedish  Rite. 

34.  Rite  of  Swedenborg. 

35.  Rite  of  Zimmendorf. 

36.  Egyptian  Rite  Cagliostro. 

.37.    Rite  of  the  Beniticent  Knights  of  the  Holy  City.*' 

If  onr  brethren  of  Massachusetts  have  in  their  hearts  a  parpose  to 
extend  the  area  of  their  guardianship,  they  will  find,  above,  ample 
opportunity  for  their  generosity. 

Having  found  the  origin  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite, 
and  because  of  its  prominence,  it  is  proper  that  its  parentage  should 
be  more  clearly  defined.  Brother  Mackey's  version  of  its  permanent 
establishment,  is  this  :  *'  That  in  1758  a  body  wan  organized  in  Paris, 
called  the  *  Council  of  Emperors  of  the  East  and  West.'"  Subse- 
quently in  1761,  this  Council  granted  a  patent  to  Stephen  Morrin, 
Sermitting  him  to  propagate  the  Rite  on  the  Western  Continent  The 
ite  at  this  time  was  made  up  of  twenty-^ve  degrees,  concluding 
with  S.  P.  R.  S.    After,  or  about  the  time  of  the  organiaEatioB  of  the 
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Supreme  Council  at  Charleston,  1801,  the  Rystem  was  changed,  and 
eight  degrees  added  thereto,  boncluding  with  the  33d,  and  which  is 
now  the  nyBtem  universally  practiced  by  that  distinguished  depart- 
ment of  Masons. 

In  connection  yriih  the  foregoing  notice  of  degrees  and  rites,  there 
are  a  few  propositions  to  which  attention  is  directed. 

First,  that  in  all  the  history  of  the  symbolic  lodge,  of  our  mother 
tongue,  excepting  in  the  case  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  (in  its 
anxiety  to  heal  a  seism  between  itself  and  the  *' Ancient,")  and  in  one 
or  two  instances  on  this  Continent,  has  a  Grand  Lodge  departed  from 
immemorial  law,  by  assuming  control  or  direction  of  degrees  and 
orders  not  originally  embraced  in  the  symbolic  system. 

Second,  that  such  innovations  have  long  since  been  repudiated*, 
the  Grand  Lodges  of  English  speaking  jurisdictions,  comprising  a 
vast  majority  of  the  Masonry  of  the  earth,  being  entirely  free  of  alli- 
ances that  cast  any  reflections  upon  the  integrity  and  sovereign  inde- 
pendence of  the  lodge. 

Third,  that  there  is  nowhere  to  be  found  in  the  history  of  any 
sovereign  and  independent  Grand  Lodge,  authority  given  to  associa- 
tions of  Masons,  outside  the  lodge,  to  practice  any  part  or  portion  of 
its  lUtuals. 

Fourth,  that  the  practice  of  employing  the  esoteric  rituals,  signs, 
grips,  words  and  symbols  of  the  lodge  are  indefensible  usurpations, 
and  ground  ^ork  of  error  and  contention. 

Fifth,  that  a  Grand  Lodge  is  not  remotely  justified  in  recognizing 
any  association  of  Masons  over  which  it  does  not  exercise  supreme 
control,  as  *'duly  and  regularly  constituted  Masonic  bodies;*'  beoaune 
it  is  without  such  authority  emanating  from  the  fundamental  and 
original  powers  entering  into  its  organization  and  constitution.  Our 
weakness  in  the  past,  and  inattention  to  the  present,  is  now  bearing 
its  legitimate  fiuitage.  .  Masons  have  been  content  to  accept  the  the- 
ories, traditions  and  assumptions  of  Masonic  fabricators,  without 
regard  to  consequences  that  are  now  thrusting  themselves  upon  tbeir 
attention,  Legitimate,  primitive  Masonry  is  the  exclusive  heritage 
of  the  lodge,  and  when  Masons  take  any  steps  or  adopt  any  policy 
that  surrenders  any  inherent  right  thereof,  they  avow  justification 
for  diregarding  the  primary  law  that  prohibits  innovations  upon  the 
body  of  the  Fraternity. 

While  disclaiming  any  intention  to  propound  questions  that  are  not 
pertinent  to  the  subject,  we  would  suggest,  if  it  is  not  embraced 
within  the  logic  of  a  regulation,  that  makes  the  Chapter,  Command- 
ery  and  bodies  of  the  Scottish  Rite,  *'duly  and  regularly  constituted" 
Masonic  bodies,  that  they  are  mantled  with  authority  to  assume  any 
rite  or  ceretnonictl  of  the  lodge  ?  We  do  not  believe  that  the  lodge  can 
vacate  any  right  in  this  direction ;  neither  do  we  for  a  moment  im- 
agine that  this  was  the  intention  of  our  Massachusetts  brethren ;  still, 
in  time  to  come,  when  it  is  possible  that  Grand  Lodges  will  be  com- 
pelled to  maintain  their  prerogatives,  even  to  a  separation  from  breth- 
ren who  may  insist  upon  authority  to  embrace  the  degrees  of  the 
Craft  within  other  systems,  will  not  the  action  of  Massachusetts  be 
cited  as  an  apology  for  revolution  ?  France  first  made  the  departure. 
A  so-called  Grand  Orient  was  established  combining  the  symbolic 
de^ees  with  the  Scottish  Bite.    This  has  been  succeded  by  other 
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combiDntioDs  of  like  character,  particularly  in  the  Spanish  American 
States,  and  whicli  the  Masons  of  Illinois  positively  declined  to  ac- 
knowledge as  legitimate  Masonrj'. 

It  will  be  asked,  if  a  Grand  Lodge  baa  not  supervision  over  all  the 
Masonri/  within  its  borders?  It  certainly  has:  it  can  and  should,  as 
we  think,  prohibit  the  employment  of  its  ritnals,  by  any  association 
of  men,  notwithstanding  such  association  embraces  Masons,  exclu- 
sively; it  can  interdict  the  Chapter,  Conncil,  Commandery,  or  bodies 
of  the  Scottish  Kite,  from  assuming  any  function  of  the  lodge,  either 
directly  or  indirectly  ;  but  we  most  emphatically  deny  its  Masonic  au- 
thority to  recognize  either  or  all  as  "  duly  and  regularly  constituted" 
^lasonic  organizations;  because  as  we  have  establibhed  by  authorities 
that  will  not  be  questioned,  they  are  not  in  any  sense  Masonic,  except 
in  so  far  as  their  membership  is  exclusively  trom  the  lodge. 

The  Grand  Lodge  could  have  said  with  great  propriety  that  it 
recognized  such  sodalities  as  associations  of  Masons,  and  could  have 
recommended  to  the  Craft  that  others  claiming  its  attention  be 
ignored.  Beyond  this  it  is  without  Masonic  powers,  except  as  hereto- 
fore stated. 

To  another  part  of  the  subject.  In  a  recent  communication  from 
Past  Grand  Master  Robins,  of  Illinois,  he  says:  *'This  extraordinary 
action  (Massachusetts)  finds  no  parallel  in  the  history  of  Masonry  in 
this  country;  and  considering  the  clear  light  in  the  face  of  which  it 
was  taken,  never  in  the  historv  of  Masonry  in  any  country  speaking 
our  mo'hcr  tongue.  It  is  notliing  less  than  the  incorporation  by  the 
Grand  Lodge  in  its  constitution  of  a  formal  recognition  of  associa- 
tions of  certain  members  of  its  lodges,  acting  under  chart*.'r8  which 
it  has  not  granted,  employing  rituals  of  which  it  knows  nothing,  and 
conducting  their  legislation  free  from  its  control  or  supervision,  as 
'regular  and  duly  constituted  Masonic  bodies,'  confessedly  upon  the 
ground  that  they  are  organiz^itions  for  the  practice  of  '  Masonic 
mysteries.'" 

**The  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  knows  nothing  of  any  Masonic  mys- 
teries except  those  taught  and  practiced  in  the  lodges  of  its  creation, 
and  nothing  of  any  Masonic  government  except  that  undrr  whose 
powers  it  itself  exists,  and  which  traces  its  authority  back  in  unbroken 
succession  to  the  first  Grand  Lodge." 

"Individual  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  may  have  knowledge  of 
rites  and  so-called  traditions  claimed  to  be  Masonic,  but  like  a  chain 
whose  strength  is  only  equal  to  the  strength  of  ils  weakest  link,  the 
Grand  Lodge  as  a  whole  has,  and  can  have  no  knowledge  of  anything 
as  Masonry  that  is  not  the  possession  of  the  humblest  meriiber  of  its 
equal  floor.  Individual  members  may  have  knowledge  of  forms  of 
so-called  Masooic  government  and  of  distinctions  not  a  part  of  its 
system,  but  the  Grand  Lodge  as  a  body  can  admit  no  government 
and  no  distinctions  save  those  rooted  in  the  ancient  law  to  which  it 
owes  its  existence." 

To  impress  the  foregoing  upon  the  minds  of  brethren,  the  follow- 
ing statistics  are  submitted,  and  found  in  our  report  on  correspon- 
dence to  Grand  Commander^',  1883,  page  52,  and  taken-  from  tables 
prepared  by  Brother  Stephen  Berry,  Portland,  Maine,  for  the  same 
year  : 

The  whole  number  of  Master  Masons  in  the   United  States 

and  Canada ^9,826 
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The  Dumber  of  Chapter  members 131 ,751 

The  number  of  Commandery  members 50,835 

The  number  of  Scottish  llite  members  (estimated) 10,000 

It  follows,  therefore,  that  less  than  twenty-three  per  cent  of  the 
Craft  know  anything  of  the  Chapter  ;  that  less  tlian  eleven  per  cent 
know  anything  of  the  Commandery,  and  thai  less  than  hoo  per  cent 
know  anything  of  the  Scottish  Kite  decrees,  and  for  whom  presum- 
ably, the  protection  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  was  in- 
voked. Will  Grand  Secretaries  and  correspondents  give  these  facts 
to  the  Craft?  How  do  the  brethren  of  a  Grand  Lodge  relish  the 
proposition  that  they  are  to  be  called  upon  ^by  an  insignificant 
minority  of  their  associates)  to  throw  their  arms  around  a  something 
of  which  they  know  noihirnjf  and  at  the  expense  of  the  subordination 
of  law  and  landmark  to  the  interests  of  associations  w^ith  which  they 
cannot,  and  do  not,  have  remote  official  or  membership  intercourse? 

A  considerable  space  has  been  consumed  in  getting  this  matter 
squarely  before  the  Ora/L  It  has  been  written  for  their  consideration 
and  information,  but  not  with  the  intention  of  doing  injustice  to  any 
association  of  the  Fraternity.  Past  Grand  Master  Bobins,  in  a  re- 
view of  Ohio,  will  renew  his  discussion  of  the  subject.  Past  Grand 
Master  Cregier  will  also  make  a  contribution  to  this  report,  and  pos- 
sibly Bro.  Brown,  our  predecessor. 

A  quotation  is  given  from  a  letter  of  Brother  Albert  Pike,  found  on 
page  77,  Voice  of  Mnaonryy  January  of  the  present  year:  **  The  Grand 
Constitutions  Jiiakr.  no  provision  for  the  government  of  Symboiic  Lodges 
by  Supreme  CbnncUs.  When  they  were  enacted,  there  were  Grand 
liodges  everywhere;  and  it  certainly  was  not  supposed  that  the  Grand 
Lodges  of  Prussia  would  surrender  their  powers  of  government  to  a 
Supreme  Council.  Until  recently  we  believed  that  the  Supreme 
Council  had  the  right  to  create  and  govern  Symbolic  Lodges  from 
the  beginning,  and  that  where  tbey  did  not  exercise  it,  they  simply 
refrained  for  the  sake  of  harmony  ;  but  being  called  upon  carefully 
to  consider  the  question,  we  are  of  the  clear  opinion  that  upon  the 
face  of  the  Grand  Constitutions,  these  give  no  such  power."   • 

In  conclusion  we  have  to  say  : 

(1)  That  Ancient  Free  Masonry,  or  Ancient,  Free  and  Accepted 
Ma8onr>',  has  had  an  existence,  both  in  primary  and  constitutional 
origin,  iong  anterior  to  organizations  now  being  recognized  as  **duly 
constituted  Masonic  bodies,"  and  that  the  fundamental  principle, 
which  forbids  innovations  upon  the  body  of  the  Fraternity,  is  as 
ancient  as  its  constitutional  life. 

(2)  That  the  lodge  thus  founded  and  organized  cannot  submit  it* 
self  to,  nr  accord  protection  to  any  other  associations,  composed 
though  they  may  be  of  Masons;  neither  can  it  recognize  such  sodal- 
ities as  duly  constituted  Masonic  bodies. 

(3)  To  recognize  fraternities  of  which  the  lodge  cannot  know  any. 
thing  ;  and  which,  for  the  most  part,  are  founded  upon  principles 
repulsive  to  the  established  and  well  defined  and  ancient  axioms  of  the 
Craft,  is  an  anomaly  without  precedent,  and  a  reproach  to  Masonic 
intelligence. 

(4)  That  Grand  Lodges^  have  been  too  long  remiss  in  duty,  in  not 
interdicting  those  of  their  obediences  from  practicing  its  rituals  in 
other  associations  of  Masons,   or  from  conveying  such  rituals,  or 
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nomenclatare,  in  any  other  manner  or  form  than  that  provided  hy 
the  fundamental  law  of  the  lodge. 

INDIAN  TERRITORY. 

The  Ninth  Annaal  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  Ter- 
ritory was  held  on  the  6th  day  of  Novciber,  1883,  with  Grand  Mas- 
ter Harvey  Lindsey  presiding,  and  representatives  from  fourteen 
lodges  present.  The  jurisdiction  embraces  seventeen  lodges,  with  a 
membership  of  533,  there  having  been  a  gain  of  48. 

Of  this,  the  Grand  Master  observes: 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  Subordinate  Lodges 
throughout  this  Jurisdiction  have,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  en- 
joyed a  year  of  prospority.  Some  have  added  largely  to  their  mem- 
bership, gathering  into  their  fold  many  whom  they  believe  are  true 
Masons— not  in  name  only— and  who  will  increase  our  strength  and 
advance  our  power  to  do  good.  I  fear  that  some  of  our  Lodges  have 
conferred  entirely  too  many  degrees  for  the  gooti  of  Masonry.  I  re- 
gret to  have  to  inform  you  that  the  public  character  of  one  of  our 
Lodges  is  not  good.  It  was  m}'  intention  to  visit  that  Lodge  and  in- 
vestigate its  real  condition;  too  much  business  prevented  me  from 
doing  so.  I  recommend  to  my  successor  an  early  investigation  of 
Vinita  Lodge. 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  shows  a  very  respectable  bal- 
ance on  hand,  and  on  this  we  sincerely  congratulate  our  brethren 
there;  and  so  fully  understand  Brother  Murrow's  feelings  as  ex- 
pressed under  Alabama,  where  he  says : 

Indian  Territory  gets  a  pleasant  notice.  We  are  glad  to  inform 
you.  Brother  Pillans,  that  you  are  a  false  prophet.  Our  debt  is  en- 
tirely wiped  out,  and  we  have  money  in  our  treasury. 

Brother  Edmund  H.  Doyle  was  made  Grand  Master,  who,  upon  be- 
ing installed,  delivered  a  short  address  of  advice,  from  which  we  clip 
the  foUowiog,  which  will  suit  all  latitudes  where  Masonry  is  found: 

An  organization  haWng  no  other  principle  than  the  voluntary  sup- 
port of  its  members,  could  never  have  stood  so  long,  a  beacon  light 
shining  in  the  dark,  if  there  were  not  faithful  watchers  to  keep  the 
lamps  trimmed  and  the  vessels  tilled  with  oil. 

I  am  commanded,  my  brethren,  **to  cause  the  ancient  land  marks 
and  charges  to  be  observed."  In  this  you  will  ever  find  me  guarding 
against  all  innovations. 

If  we  depart  from  this  time-honored  conservatism  we  are  lost,  as 
sure  as  the  Christian  who  seeks  to  improve  his  Bifde. 

We  have  no  place  in  the  Temple  for  Masonic  cranks,  and  no  room 
for  theories.  The  Masonry  of  the  ages  is  good  enough  for  us.  Its 
principles  are  as  fixed  as  the  foundation  of  the  hills,  and  as  un- 
changeable as  the  God  who  proclaimed  them.  Our  profession  is  to 
be  exemplified  by  our  work,  and  not  by  oar  muoh  speaking. 
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>LiBonry  sbonld  grow  in  our  daily  lives  ho  that  we  inTolantarily 
illustrate  it  in  till  wo  do— though  we  may  have  grown  rusty  in  the 
work  and  have  forgotten  the  pass-words.  It  is  a  good  thing  to  know 
the  text  of  the  Ritual,  but  far  better  to  know  the  grand  truths  it 
teaches. 

It  is  not  all  of  Masonry  to  wear  a  Masonic  pin,  or  to  know  the  lec- 
tures better  than  the  commandments. 

Brother  Joseph  S.  Murrow  was  re-elected  G.  Secretary. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  is  from  the  pens 
of  two  of  the  committee  in  the  Indian  Territory,  and  of  Brother 
Baxter,  of  Vermont — this  latter  furnishing  the  review  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  New  England  Lodges,  except  Vermont.  He  presented  to 
this  Grand  Lodge  *'a  valuable  manuscript  of  statistical  tables,  com- 
piled by  himself,  and  gathered  from  all  sources."  Of  it,  the  Grand 
Secretary,  in  his  report,  says: 

It  contains  statistics  of  every  Grand  Lodge,  Grand  Chapter,  Grand 
Council,  and  Grand  Commandery  in  America,  and  some  of  them  from 
the  organization.  It  is,  indeed,  a  marvel  of  labor,  patience  and  per- 
severance. Brother  Baxter  writes  me  that  there  are  only  three  copies 
in  existence.  His  own,  on  which  he  has  spent  many  years;  one  copy 
presented  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mississippi,  and  this  one,  presented 
to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Indian  Territory.  This  gift  is  well  worthy  of 
our  heartiest  thanks. 

The  Grand  Master,  in  his  address,  laid  before  the  Grand  Lodge  the 
case  of  one  I.  D.  Henry,  W.  M.  of  Webber's  Falls  Lodge,  and  in  it 
stated  that  some  seven  or  eight  Master  Masons  had  been  illegally 
made  while  he  was  in  office — why  we  are  not  informed — but  he  re- 
quired that  they  should  be  healed.  Four  only  presented  themselves 
for  healing.  Why  are  the  names  of  the  others  not  given  to  guard  the 
fraternity  against  impostors  ? 

IOWA. 

Before  us  lies  the  volume  containing  the  Proceedings  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Iowa  for  the  year  1884.  It  contains  near  four  hundred 
pages,  and  is  embellished  with  a  likeness  of  the  present  Grand  Mas- 
ter, Charles  T.  Granger,  and  also  a  representation  of  the  * 'Grand 
Lodge  Library-  Building,"  at  Cedar  Rapids.  The  corner  stone  of  this 
building  was  laid  by  the  Grand  Lodge  on  7th  May,  1884,  with  the 
usual  imposing  ceremonies  and  several  very  beautiful  addresses.  The 
picture  of  the  building  would  indicate  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa 
was  soon  to  find  a  **local  habitation"  for  itself,  and  be  permanently 
held  at  Cedar  R  ipids.     Iowa  is  doing  a  great  work  in  thus  organizing 

d  preserving  a  great  library  wherein  the  learning  and  the  teach- 
ings of  Masonry  may  be  preserved,  that  our  children  and  our  chil- 
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dren's  children  to  the  latest  generation  may  be  able  to  refer  and  sbov 
the  falsity,  if  not  the  wilful  maliciousness  of  the  driveling  tirades  of 
the  enemies  of  Masonry,  such  as  was  promulgated  in  the  Pope's 
late  encyclical  letter.  God  speed  Iowa  in  her  work,  and  future  gen- 
erations of  Masons  may  rise  up  and  call  her  blessed.  Among  the 
works  therein  are  to  be  found  some  of  rare  antiquity,  one  of  which  is 
entitled: 

THE  CONSTITUTION 
belonging  to  the 

ANCIENT  AND  HONOBABLK  SOCTETT 

of 

FREE  AND  ACCEPTED  MASON55. 

Taken  from  a  Manuscript  wrote 

about  500  years  since. 


LONDON: 

Printed  and  sold  by  J.  Roberts,  iu 

Warwick  Lane,  MDccxxn. 

(Price  sixpence) 

12mo,  pp.  24. 

Reprinted  by  Richard  Spencer  London  in  1870. 

The  Grand  Master,  George  B.  Van  Saum,  announced  that  he  had 
issued  dispensations  for  the  formation  of  thirteen  new  lodges.  He  is 
a  strong  advocate  for  original  jurisdiction  of  Grand  Lodges,  over  male- 
factors. He,  and  we  agree  with  him,  seriously  objects  to  the  contina- 
ance  of  a  number  of  weak  lodges,  and  thinks  that  there  ought  to  be 
some  method  provided  for  the  compulsory  consolidation  of  such,  and 
savs : 

Would  it  not  be  for  the  good  of  Masonry  in  our  midst,  should  there 
be  a  regulation  obliging  lodges  to  consolidate,  when  their  member- 
ship falls  below  the  number  we  now  require  to  start  a  lodge  under 
dispensation  ?  Where  lodges  refuse,  under  such  a  state  of  facts,  to 
consolidate,  from  my  experience  during  the  last  few  years,  I  am  con- 
strained to  recommend  that  the  Grand  Master  be  directed  to  take  op 
their  charters. 

He  thinks  that  if  objection  be  made  to  the  advancement  of  an  E. 
A.  charges  should  be  preferred  by  the  objecter,  and  a  trial  had.  But 
suppose  a  blackball  appears,  what  then  ?  Wo  old  the  M.  W.  violate 
lii«i  Huuctitv  ut  the  buiiot? 

There  were  over  345  lodges  present,  and  represented  at  this  com- 
muuicution.  We  have  no  means  of  giving  the  names  of  active  Ma- 
sons in  the  jurisdiction,  nor  of  the  work  done  during  the  year,  for  ve 
find  no  table.  This  is  accounted  for  by  the  smallneas  of  the  appro- 
priation for  printing,  enforcing  a  curtailment  of  the  fair  proportions 
of  Brother  Parvin's  Work. 
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Brother  Charles  T.  Granger  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
Parvin  continued  Grand  Secretary. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Brother  Parvin,  who  very  ap- 
propriately stj^les  it  the  report  on  * 'Fraternal"  Correspondence,  and 
is  of  101  pages  in  extent  closely  printed.  There  is  no  portion  of  it 
which  will  not  fully  repay  the  perusal,  for  our  brother  is  a  fluent 
writer  and  original  thinker. 

Of  these  reports,  this  Nestor  of  reporters,  says  : 

It  is  just  forty  years  since  we,  a  young  man  of  twenty-seven,  and  a 
Mason  of  only  six  years,  presented  our  tirst  "report  on  correspond- 
ence," and  modestly  took  a  back  seat,  among  the  Gamaliels  of  that 
day.  **There  were  giants  in  thosf  days,"  as  now.  They  have  depart- 
ed, but  their  works  survive,  and  have  largely  gone  to  make  up  the  ju- 
risprudence of  Masonry,  to-day. 

Wo  then  reviewed  about  twenty  of  the  twenty-eight  Grand  Lodge 
proceedings- -the  number  of  their  pages  all  told  did  not  exceed,  prob- 
ably, those  of  our  own  Grand  Lodge  for  a  volume  of  three  years. 

Of  all  our  contemporaries,  those  as  Grand  Secretaries  and  report- 
ers, only  Brother  Joseph  H.  Hough,  Grand  Secretary  of  New  Jersey, 
survives.  The  rest  are  all,  all  gone  ;  their  names  have  been  * 'drop- 
pod  froui  the  rolls"  of  their  earthly  lodges,  to  ba  eur  Hod  in  the  Grand 
Lodge  above.  Then  (1845)  the  membership  enrolled  was  small,  as 
compared  with  the  present.  Now,  according  to  Brother  Drummond's 
carefully  compiled  statistics,  we  have  in  fifty-five  Grand  Lodges  1,000 
lodges,  with  about  5c*0,00()  members.  A  '*Grand  Army,"  indeed,  for 
good  or  evil,  as  they  may  practice  the  tenets  of  our  profession. 

The  labor  of  a  writer  on  correspondence  now  means  w<yrkf  while  it 
was  only  phty  then,  for  it  takes  days,  nay  weeks,  to  read  the  ton  thous- 
and or  more  pages  of  their  contents,  nearly  four  thousand  being  de- 
voted to  reports  similar  to  this. 

How  like  balm  are  the  words  of  sympathy  and  comfort  from  our 
brother  to  ourself,  and  how  much  we  would  like  to  give  him  the 
true  ma.sonic  grip,  we  cannot  measure.  How  his  great  heart  expands 
to  his  brethren,  every  where,  we  may  infer  from  his  own  words: 

** While  our  brother  is  reaching  his  head"  far  down  to  the  Gulf  "to 
ns,  let  him  bring  his  body  along  and  he  shall  see  what  we  will  do. 
Come  along,  my  brother,  the  more  we  know  of  each  other  the  more 
we  love  one  another."  Yes,  my  brother,  that  is  true,  and  we  have 
proved  its  truth  time  and  again.  The  first  time  when  long  years  ago 
we  visited  the  South,  the  (xulf,  and  your  own  state,  and  while  we  were 
yet  ''a  stranger  they  (the  brothers  and  citizens)  took  us  in"  and  every 
Hucceediug  visit  up  to  the  last,  in  1881,  thoy  did  it,  only  a  little  more 
BO.  Well,  last  year  we  visited  all  of  the  Great  West  (for  be  it  known 
that  Iowa  is  the  center  of  this  vast  continent  of  ours — and  no  more 
the  West),  and  much  of  the  oM  East,  so  we  were  about  ready  to  visit 
way  up  North  and  to  revisit  again  your  own  dear  native  land.  We 
will  "come  along"  one  of  these  days,  when  we  hope  to  meet  you  and 
many  others  with  whom  we  have  crossed  pens. 
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Well,  then  come  along  to  the  Great  Exposition  to  be  held  in  our  sis- 
ter city,  bat  dont  forget  ns  on  the  way,  a  warm  welcome  awaits  yon. 
Brother  Parvin. 

KANSAS. 

The  Twenty-Eighth  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
was  held  on  February  20th,  1884,  with  George  8.  Green,  Grand  Hat- 
ter, presiding.  There  were  representatives  from  153  Lodges  present 
The  jurisdiction  embraces  232,  with  a  membership  of  11,353;  tbfre 
having  been  a  gain  of  968  during  the  year. 

Grand  Master  Green  expresses  very  sound  thought  on  the  impro- 
priety of  allowing  Lodges  to  solicit  aid  in  building  halls,  Ac,  and 
does  it  thus  : 


I  have  been  importuned  during  the  year  to  grant  special  dispe: 
tions  to  lodges  in  this  jurisdiction,  permitting  them  to  solicit  aid  to 
build  halls  or  buy  lodge  furniture.  These  requests  I  have  invariaUj 
refused.  Lodges  should  be  able  to  manage  their  own  business  afbin, 
provide  a  place  of  meeting  and  secure  the  necessary  lodge  equip- 
ments without  asking  outside  help  as  charity.  I  do  not  look  upon 
this  as  masonic  charity,  and  the  practice  should  not  be  permitted  by 
our  own  lodges  or  tolerated  by  lodges  outside  of  our  junsdictioD 
asking  help  from  us.  We  should  build  our  own  masonic  homes,  and 
in  doing  so  avoid  extravagance  and  runuing  in  debt,  and  when  a 
home  is  once  secured,  make  suitable  provision  by  judicious  insurance, 
so  that  in  case  of  a  calamity  your  lodge  will  not  be  left  without 
resources  from  which  to  rebuOd. 

We  agree  with  him  entirely  as  to  the  impropriety  of  granting  dis- 
pensations to  confer  the  degrees  out  of  time.     He  says  : 

I  have  granted  during  the  year  six  dispensations  to  confer  degrees 
out  of  time,  and  I  um  inclined  to  think  now  it  was  six  too  man?.  I 
have  tried  to  eliminate  this  evil  altogether,  but  humanity  is  weak. 
When  a  good  brother  calls  you  up  during  the  silent  watch  of  low 
twelve  and  usks  you  to  go  to  your  office  and  issue  a  dispensation  to 
confer  the  third  degree  upon  some  bright  feUow^raft  who  wants  to 
start  to  Europe  the  next  day,  and  pleads  eloquently  for  the  good  of 
the  Craft  to  relax  the  iron  rule,  just  once,  resistance  is  vain,  yo« 
come  down,  the  dispensation  is  granted,  and  another  mason  is  sent 
forth  into  the  world  who  cannot  tell  how  he  got  there. 

Now  hear  what  our  good  brother  John  H.  Brown,  Grand  Secretaiy, 
in  his  introduction  to  the  report  on  correspondence,  says  on  the  same 

subject : 

Oft-repeated  warnings  do  not  seem  to  deter  Grand  Masterafrom 
issuing  special  dispensations  to  confer  degrees  ont  of  time,  under  the 
plea  of  high  prerogative,  though  in  every  instance  the  ancient  law  is 
set  aside,  not  for  the  good  of  the  order,  but  merely  for  indinfasl 
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aocommodation,  and  the  result  is,  that  in  most  cases,  those  vho  are 
thus  rushed  through  make  poor  masous,  who  should  never  have  been 
permitted  to  behold  masonic  light.  This  practice  we  hope  to  see 
stopped  in  our  own  jurisdiction,  and  we  earnestly  invoke  every  maS' 
ter  mason  to  join  in  its  condemnation. 

During  the  time  we  were  occupying  a  similar  position  to  that  o£ 
Brother  Green,  frequent  applications  were  made  to  us  (as  I  presume 
to  all  Grand  Masters)  for  similar  dispensations,  which  were  invariably 
refused,  because  we  felt  satisfied  that  the  candidate  did  not  offer 
himself  from  '*  a  sincere  wish  of  being  serviceable  to  his  fellow  crea- 
tures" only,  but  that  as  he  was  about  to  travel  it  might  be  serviceable 
to  himself  to  be  a  Mason  and  recognized  as  such. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

Resolvedf  That  the  W.  Master  of  each  lodge  in  this  jurisdiction 
shall,  at  an  eariy  day  after  receipt  of  the  proceedings  of  this  and  all 
future  communications  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  cause  the  same  to  be 
read  in  his  lodge,  and  a  question  as  to  how  and  when  this  has  been 
done  shall  be  embraced  in  the  annual  list  of  questions,  and  answered 
accordingly. 

This  Grand  Lodge  propounds  a  series  of  questions  annually  to  the 
subordinates,  and  requires  them  with  answers  to  be  sent  up  with  the 
returns.  What  they  are  we  can  only  infer  from  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  schedule  of  questions.  They,  however,  pertain  to  the 
general  welfare  of  the  Lodge  and  its  ma.sonic  duties— such  as  the 
character  of  building  and  furniture  of  the  lodge,  whether  owned  or 
rented,  whether  insured  or  not,  the  resources  of  the  lodge,  its  funds, 
whether  it  has  dispensed  charity  during  the  year,  how  much,  whether 
it  is  aiding  in  the  support  of  any  widows  and  orphans,  and  how 
many,  whether  any  of  the  latter  are  being  sent  to  school,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 
A  similar  plan  would  be  beneticial  we  believe  in  every  jurisdiction. 

Brother  J.  Jay  Buck  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother  John 
H.  Brown,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  latter  presented  a  very  complete  resume  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  various  Grand  Lodges.  He  is  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  reading 
of  the  proceedings  in  the  several  lodges,  and  makes  the  following 
dednctionB : 

Surely,  if  they  carefully  read  them,  there  would  be  little  necessity 
for  appeals  to  Grand  officers  for  information  upon  (questions  of  ma- 
sonic law  and  usage.  A  perusal  would  cost  less  time,  and  in  the 
end  prove  more  beneficial  to  the  officers,  by  enabling  them  to  dispose 
of  questions  without  the  delay  incident  to  correspondence.  Let 
officers  generally  read  our  reports,  and  soon  they  will  find  new  inter- 
est displayed  in  their  lodges,  and  confidence  increased  in  their 
abilities. 
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KENTUCKY. 

On  the  16th  of  October,  1883,  was  held  the  Eighty-Fourth  Annnil 
CommanicatioQ  of  this  Grand  Lo<1gc,  Grand  Master  Garrett  Davif 
Buckntr,  presiding.  We  win  no  where  find  how  many  Lodges  vere 
represented,  nor  without  great  labor  can  we  gain  the  total  number  of 
Lodges,  but  the  total  number  of  members  is  given  as  15,505,  while 
during  the  year  there  had  been  a  loss^f  47. 

The  Rev'd  Dr  Jos.  A.  Graibraith,  Grand  Be^esentative  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Kentucky,  near  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ireland,  was  intro- 
duced, and  properly  received  and  greeted. 

The  Grand  Lodgd  was  also  visited  by  the  Governor  and  suite. 

From  the  Grand  Master's  address  we  learn  that  during  the  year 
from  various  sources,  there  was  derived  for  the  **Masomc  Widow's 
and  Orphan's  Home"  the  handsome  sum  of  $22,973,  while  the  expen- 
ditures, including  the  fitting  up  of  a  printing  office,  was  $15,507, 
leaving  a  handsome  sum  to  be  passed  to  the  endowment  fund.  The 
good  done  by  the  Home  since  its  commencement  is  as  follows  : 

Since  the  opening  of  its  doors  for  the  reception  of  its  beneficiaries 
there  have  been  received  33  widows  and  381  children.  Eighteen 
widows  have  been  discharged,  one  died;  213  children  have  been  dis- 
charged, 10  have  died;  leaving  at  tl^  close  of  the  year  158  children 
and  14  widows  in  the  institution.  A  number  of  children  have  been 
admitted  since  August  31st.  The  financial  condition  of  Home  pre- 
sents a  very  satisfactory  exhibit.  The  buildings  and  furniture  »re 
paid  for  and  there  is  no  debt  hanging  over  the  institution. 

We  are  informed  that  the  industries  of  the  Home  have  been  largelT 
increased.  Within  it  is  published  twice  a  month  "  The  Home  Jonr- 
nal,"  printed  by  the  boys.  Our  good  brethren  of  Kentucky  are  still 
laboring  to  make  the  endowment  fund  capable  of  maintaining  ts 
many  as  the  building  can  accommodate. 

The  Grand  Lodge  does  not  tolerate  resignations  of  office,  whether 
elective  or  appointed. 

A  movement  towards  such  an  amendment  to  the  constitutiod  as 
should  provide  a  method  for  the  consolidation  of  two  Lo<lges  was 
made  at  this  session.  Similar  movements  have  taken  place  elsewhere, 
which  will  not  only  gain  strength  to  the  Lodges  but  will  greatly  iB»- 
prove  the  stability  of  the  Order. 

Brother  Howard  Royal  1  French  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Bro. 
Hiram  Bassett,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  John  W.  Statou  made  his  second  report  on  correspondence. 
He  introduces  it  very  modestly,  yet  we  know  him  to  be  strong  and 
vigorous  in  the  use  of  his  pen  when  occasion  seems  to  require  it 
Keviewing  Alabama  for  1882,  of  us  he  says  : 
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He  qnotes  tho  rosolntioD  of  the  Grand  Lodge  on  the  "seven,  live 
and  three"  proposition,  and  Siiya  :  '*Thi8  is  returning  to  the  traditions 
of  the  craft,  and  is  in  strict  accordance  with  what  is  taught  while 
taking  these  degrees." 

Yes,  but  we  are  more  firmly  of  the  opinion  every  dav  that  it  is  a 
mistake  to  allow  Lodges  the  privilege  of  transacting  business  with  a 
less  number  than  the  Grand  Lodge  would  require  to  grant  a  charter; 
and  the  Lodge  that  can't  afford  more  than  three  members  to  transact 
important  business,  such  asballotting  for  the  degrees  or  membership, 
voting  away  the  funds  of  the  Lodge,  etc.,  had  better  * 'shut  up  shop." 

We  would  not  have  Brother  Staton  to  suppose  that  we  think  it 
proper  to  authorize  so  small  a  number  to  act,  but  our  remark  was 
made  to  show  tho  incongruity  between  what  is  taught  and  what  is 
required  by  all  Grand  Lodges.     We  entirely  agree  with  the  brother. 

LOUISIANA 

Held  her  Seventy-Second  Annual  Communication  on  the  11th  Feb- 
ruary, 1884,  with  James  Louis  Lobdell,  Grand  Master,  presiding,  and 
representatives  from  44  lodges.  Total  number  of  lodges,  129  ;  mem- 
bership, 4199— less  than  last  year  by  73. 

It  is  seldom  that  any  Grand  Master  can  make  an  announcement, 
such  as  follows,  yet,  if  masters  of  lodges  would  follow  the  advice  given 
almost  all  might  do  so. 

After  a  careful  review  of  the  decisions  and  rulings  made  by  myself 
and  the  Deputy  Grand  Master  during  tho  past  year,  I  can  congratu- 
late you  that  we  have  added  nothing  to  the  jurisprudence  of  the  Fra* 
ternity.  Many  questions  have  been  answered,  but  no  new  points  have 
been  raised.  Without  exception,  it  has  been  sufficient  to  refer  the 
applicants  for  advice  to  the  law  as  we  have  it  printed.  I  have  endeav- 
ored to  assist  the  brethren  in  coming  to  an  understanding  of  the  law, 
but  have  not  found  it  necessarv  to  do  more.  A  little  attention  on  the 
part  of  Worshipful  Masters  and  Officers  of  Lodges  to  the  carefully 
annotated  publication  of  our  Couiititution  and  General  Regulations, 
would  relieve  those  officers  and  Grand  Secretary  and  Grand  Master 
from  a  great  amount  of  tedious  and  wholly  unnecessary  labor. 

Well  then  might  he  say  : 

I  have  had  unusual  opportunity  for  personal  inspection  of  the  work 
of  the  Fraternity  throughout  the  State  during  the  Masonic  year  just 
closed.  While  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  report  anything  like  a  pros- 
perous growth  in  Louisiana  Masonry,  I  am  well  advised  whereof  I 
Rpeak,  when  I  say  that  the  Craft  is  in  most  excellent  condition.  The 
work  done  is  well  done  ;  the  material  used  is  geuerally  ot  admirable 
character  ;  dissension  appears  nowhere  ;  the  Craft  has  never  been 
more  united  ;  the  ritual  never  more  strictly  adhered  to  ;  and  the  teach- 
ings of  the  lectures  never  more  generally  beuefiicial. 

This  Grand  Lodge  extended  the  hand  of  fellowship  and  sent  greet- 
ing to  tho  * 'Grand  Lodge  of  the  Federal  District  of  Mexico,*'  but  de- 
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ferred  action  on  application  for  recognition  from  the  Italian  Grand 
Orient  and  the  Mexican  Independent  Symbolic  Grand  Lodge  of  Vera 
Cruz. 

An  appropriation  was  made  to  fnmish  a  medal  to  M.  W.  Henir 
Uamburgur  for  hid  devotion  to  objects  of  charity,  and  the  committee 
recommending  it,  say  : 

Charity  and  Benevolence  are  the  choicest  and  rarest  of  gifts,  and 
the  sweetest  blessings  enjoyed  by  man  on  earth.  They  are  of  Divine 
origin,  and  have  been  the  guardian  angels  of  all  founders  of  rehgion. 
They  were  the  ruling  spirits  of  Zoroaster,  of  Booddha,  of  Abraham, 
of  Moses,  of  Confucius,  and  of  Christ.  And  they  are  the  predomi- 
nant qualities  of  him  whom  this  Grand  Lodge  is  now  solicited  to  Lon- 
or  with  a  medal. 

Turning  back  the  pages  of  the  Book  of  time,  for  twenty-seven  years, 
the  writer  hereof  finds  the  subject  of  this  report  on  the  outpost  of 
the  charitable  army  of  Masonr}',  doing  noble  service.  Following  him 
year  by  year,  to  the  present  time,  his  record  is  so  abounding  with 
deeds  of  Masonic  charity  and  benevolence,  as  to  merit  for  him  the 
name  of  Philanthropist,  in  the  fullest  signification  of  the  word. 

Like  John  Howard,  whose  name  is  the  synonym  of  benevolence,  he 
has  spent  his  life  in  *Haking  the  gauge  and  dimensions  of  misery,  de- 
pression and  contempt." 

For  nearly  a  third  of  a  century  he  has  stood  at  the  bedside  of  the 
sick,  and  at  the  grave  of  the  dead  Mason.  For  thirty-one  years  hia 
smiling  face  and  his  cheering  words  have  encouraged  the  sufferer  and 
soothed  the  pain  of  the  dying  Mason— far  from  kindred  and  home— 
far  from  the  loved  form  of  mother,  sister,  or  wife. 

Often  has  the  writer  seen  the  tears  of  human  kindness,  of  Masonic 
sympathy,  roll  down  his  benevolent  cheeks  as  he  prayed  for  the  buf- 
ferer  wliose  soul  was  then  pluming  itself  for  its  Heavenly  flight. 

In  every  part  of  the  civilized  globe,  as  attested  by  numerous  letters, 
laden  with  the  warmest  expressions  of  thanks,  are  grateful  hearts, 
recipients  of  his  sympathy  and  kindness. 

For  services,  such  as  he  has  rendered,  this  Grand  Lodge  is  power- 
less to  compensate  him  Gold  and  silver  cannot  pay  for  his  unmea^ 
ured  investments  of  charity.  The  Mercy  of  Heaven  only  can  fuDy 
remunerate  him,  and  to  the  judgment  of  his  Grod,  the  Supreme  Grand 
Master  of  the  Universe,  we  commend  him. 

'SVe  can.  however,  bear  testimony  of  his  human  acts  by  suitable 
awards,  and  by  recording  his  name  in  unfading  capitals  upon  the  hv- 
ing  colums  of  the  temple  of  Masonry. 

It  seems  to  us  that  the  voice  of  thousands  whom  he  has  served  in 
their  distress  directs  us  to  favor  the  petition.  The  spirits  of  depart- 
ed Masons,  whose  last  look  on  earth  was  upon  his  benevolent  fare, 
and  whose  bodies  he  consigned  to  the  tomb,  seem  now  to  pass  in  si- 
lent review,  and  in  spirit  language  speaking  throngh  the  soul,  coo>- 
mand  us  to  give  the  solicited  testimony. 

The  Grand  Lodge  devoted  considerable  time  and  npace  to  the  con- 
sideration of  its  debt,  but  it  appears  to  be  in  a  condition  to  be  readily 
handled. 

Brother  J.  L.  Lobdell  was  re-elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother  J. 
C.  Batchelor  Grand  Secretary. 
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MAINE. 

The  Sixty-fifth  Annual  Comiiinnication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Maine  was  held  on  6th  May,  1884,  with  Wm.  K.  G.  Estos,  Grand 
Master,  and  representatives  from  104  Lodges.  The  total  number  of 
Chartered  Lodges  is  182,  with  a  membership  of  19,650,  there  having 
been  an  increase  during  the  year  of  173. 

The  Grand  Master  had  several  applications  to  grant  dispensations 
to  confer  the  degrees  out  of  time,  but  refused  the  most  of  them. 
On  this  subject  ho  discourses  as  follows,  at  the  same  time  referring 
to  what  wo  agree  with  him  are  some  of  the  practices  not  consonant 
with  Masonry: 

Cases  of  absolute  emergency  are  not  likely  to  arise  often,  as  the 
facts  in  nearly  all  instances  will  show.  Undoubtedly,  in  every  case 
the  applicants  feel  disappointed  and  somewhat  aggrieved  at  the 
Grand  Master's  refusal,  for  the  question  had  been  well  discussed  and 
the  conclusion  arrived  at  that  the  request  was  reasonable.  Based  on 
8uch  an  assumption,  the  Grand  Master's  record  would  hardly  bear  the 
test  of  critical  examination.  For  myself,  I  would  say  that  I  would  as 
cheerfully  grant  such  power  to  an  applicant,  when  the  case  is  made 
clear,  as  I  have  in  some  instnnces  reluctantly  withheld  it.  Power 
thus  confided  to  the  Grand  Master  should  be  exercised  with  prudence 
and  caution.  If  it  is,  as  it  has  been  said,  "a  one  man  power,"  one 
man  must  be  the  judge  in  bestowing  it. 

I  refused  to  grant  a  dispensation  to  a  lod;;e  to  hold  a  **Fair;''  and 
in  another  instance  to  grant  permission  to  a  lodge  to  appear  at  a 
** Masonic  BaW — whatever  that  may  be— clothed  with  Masonic  * 'rega- 
lia." I  do  not  understand  that  it  is  a  proper  exercise  of  my  power  to 
enable  lodges  to  meet  for  any  other  purpose  than  to  perform  some 
Masonic  labor.  Masons,  as  individuals,  have  an  undoubted  right  to 
assemble  like  other  people,  and  hold  **F»ur8,"  and  dance,  or  do  any- 
thing else  for  pecuniary  gain  or  amusement,  not  in  conflict  with  the 
civil  law;  but  neither  their  persons  nor  the  occasion,  when  no  Ma- 
sonic work  is  done,  should  be  dignified  with  the  emblems  and  cloth- 
ing of  the  lodge-room,  nor  with  the  authority'  of  the  Grand  Master. 

In  this  connection,  it  may  bo  proper  to  say  that  too  many  Masters 
regard  the  (Jrand  Master  as  being  vested  with  unlimited  power. 
They  seem  to  forget  that  he  is  a  constitutional  officer,  as  well  as  they, 
and  therefore  restricted  to  constitutional  authority  and  limitations. 
The  time  may,  perhaps,  have  been  when,  in  the  absence  of  a  written 
constitution,  a  Grand  Master's  power  was  necessarily  more  absolute 
than  now.  We  have  in  our  day,  especially  in  this  Republic,  out- 
grown the  old  feudal  idea  that  the  ••King  can  do  no  wrong."  While 
It  may  be  necessary  to  vest  him  with  some  discretionary  power,  I  hold 
that  the  Grand  Master  should  never  set  aside  the  constitutional  limi- 
tations, because  the  majesty  of  the  law  is  in  having  it,  and  its  hafety 
is  in  obeying  it.  Th»  refore,  in  exercising  the  powers  with  which  I 
have  been  entrusted,  I  have  been  guided  by  the  authority  of  the  law, 
believing  it  safer  to  keep  within  its  bounds  than  to  step  over  them. 

W«  find  him  saying: 

9 


130  APPENDIX.  (18S4. 

It  is  not  proper,  nor  should  a  brother  be  allowed,  to  wear  in  a  Mas- 
ter Mason's  fun»ral  procession  a  Royal  Arch  Mason's  apron.  It 
would  bo  just  as  proper  for  a  Master  Mason  who  is  an  Odd  Fellow  to 
wear  the  regalia  of  that  order,  as  for  one  who  is  a  Koyal  Arch  Mason 
to  wear  in  a  Blue  Lodge  the  apron  of  that  degree. 

The  finances  are  in  eiccellent  condition,  there  being  somewhat 
more  than  $28,000  in  the  trea<»ury. 

Brother  Estes  was  re-elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother  Ira  Berry 
Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Josiah  H.  Drummond  again  comes  to  the  front  with  the 
report  on  correspondence.  We  therein  find  our  proceedings  for  1883, 
but  we  came  near  being  left  out  in  the  cold,  as  they  reached  the  com- 
mittee just  before  closing  their  report,  which  covers  186  closely 
printed  pages.  In  this  jurisdiction  the  report  is  prepared,  snbmitted 
to  the  Grand  Master,  and  printed  before  the  commencement  of  the 
communication.  This  places  it  in  the  hands  of  every  member  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  and  insures  readers. 

Under  Arkansas,  we  find  him  saying: 

The  last  decision  is  not  in  accordance  with  the  decisions  of  other 
Grand  Lodges.  It  is  held  that  the  vote  of  the  lodge  is  the  severing 
of  the  membership,  and  that  the  dimit  is  only  the  evidence  of  it. 
We  have,  without  much  consideration  of  the  matter,  acceded  to  that 
view.  But  upon  reflection,  we  are  satisfied  that  it  is  erroneims.  It 
is  true  that  the  vote  is  the  essence  of  the  grant;  but  a  grant  is  not 
ordinarily  completed  uniil  the  ik'icery  of  the  deed.  The  vote  to  grant  a 
diuiit  does  not  become  effective  uniil  the  dimit  has  been  actually 
delivered. 

But  will  either  of  these  distinguished  brethren  contend  that  the 
vote  of  the  Lodge  does  not  stop  the  running  of  dues  ?  And  that  the 
brother  who  applies  for  the  dimit,  himself  being  absent — having  re- 
moved to  a  distance  from  the  Lodge,  and  having  paid  all  dues-  may 
yet,  because  of  the  negligence  or  carelessness  of  a  secretary,  be  bos- 
pended  for  non-payment  of  dues? 

Last  year  we  showed  yoa  brethren  what  had  been  done  by  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  in  relation  to  prohibiting  Masons 
subordinate  to  it  from  joining  other  bodies  claiming  to  confer  higher 
degrees  than  those  it  might  designate,  and  this  we  give  you  below 
Brother  Drummond's  apol<  gy,  or,  if  he  like  it  better,  the  reasons,  for 
the  action  of  that  Grand  Lodge: 

We  think  that  he  has  lost  sight  of  the  real  question.  It  is  not 
what  the  Grand  Lodge  ought  to  do,  if  the  question  were  a  new  one, 
and  no  action  thereon  had  been  taken  bj'  the  Grand  Lodge  in  pre- 
vious years. 

The  Grand  Lodge  finds  that  imposters  and  degree-mongers  were 
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Bwinrlling  the  brethren  and  iniposini^  upon  them  by  pretending  to 
confer  upon  them  nirusonic  degrees;  it  has  the  power  to  intervene  and 
prevent  this  abuse;  and  the  occasion  demands  its  action  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  brotljren,  the  maintenance  of  harmony,  and  the  pre- 
servation of  the  good  name  and  fame  of  Freemasonry.  We  under- 
stand Brother  Wheeler  to  assent  t«>  all  this. 

But  the  Grand  Lodge  also  finds  that  it  has  already  in  the  past 
recognized  bodies  other  than  Grand  Lodges  and  their  subordinates, 
as  bodies  of  a  masonic  character.  It  has  K-ased  them  rooms  in  the 
Temple,  it  has  assigned  th^-uk  places  in  its  processions,  and  upon 
great  masonic  occasions  has  invited  their  aid  and  held  them  out  to 
the  world  as  bodies  of  a  masonic  character.  It  would  be  the  grossest 
broach  of  faith  and  eijual  self-stultitication  now  to  turn  around  and 
denounce  those  bodies  as  non-masonic,  and  prohibit  the  brethren  of 
their  obedience,  under  pain  of  masonic  discipline,  from  practicing 
the  rights  they  had  been  accustomed  to  practice,  and  for  practicing 
which  it  had  leased  them  apartments  in  its  own  Temple. 

The  Grand  Lodge  recognized  this,  and,  therefore,  excepted  from 
the  prohibition  the  bodies  to  which  it  had  already  given  a  masonic 
character;  l)ut  there  it  drew  the  line;  it  would  now  call  a  halt  and  go 
no  further  in  the  direction  of  recognizing  other  bodies  or  organiza- 
tions as  masonic. 

The  suggestion  that  we,  as  Master  Masons,  cannot  know  anything 
about  these  bodies,  seems  to  us  arrant  nonsense;  we  have  the 
voucher  of  masons  in  good  standing  that  they  are  members  of  these 
bodies,  and  that  they  are  bodies  of  a  masonic  character;  in  other 
words,  we  have  * 'lawful  information"  upon  the  subject.  If  we  ex- 
clude from  htiman  knowledge  everything  learned  by  information,  the 
remainder  would  not  be  worthy  of  the  name  of  knowledge. 

It  seems  to  us  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  took  a  cor- 
rect and  common-sense  view  of  the  matter,  at  any  rate  so  far  as  the 
exceptions  from  the  prohibition  are  concerned.  The  policy  of  mak- 
ing the  prohibition  at  all,  we  do  not  propose  to  discuss.  That  is  a 
matter  not  of  masonic  law  but  of  policy,  which  each  jurisdiction  can 
best  determine  for  itself. 

The  following  sounds  very  funny  as  from  the  pen  of  our  distin- 
guished Brother,  when  so  recently  we  have  seen  him  championing 
the  position  taken  by  a  very  learned  masonic  committee  of  New 
York,  that  a  charter  did  not  constitute  the  lodge,  was  not  necessary, 
bnt  was  only  the  evidence  of  its  legality,  &c.,  iVc.  It  is  presumable, 
then,  that  this  evidence  should  always  be  present: 

Thus  we  see  that  while  the  Grand  Lodge  must  authorize  the  crea- 
tion of  a  lodge  (and  in  that  sense  miy  be  said  to  ''create"  it),  it  be- 
comes a  lodge  only  by  the  issue  of  the  charter  by  the  Cirand  Otticers, 
and  the  constitution  of  the  lo«lge  by  the  Grand  Master.  It  follows 
inevitably  that  the  only  rompHe  evidence  of  the  existence  of  the 
lo<lge  is  the  charter.  The  vote  of  the  Grand  Lodge  authorizing  a 
charter  is  not  sufficient  evidence  of  the  existence  of  the  h)dge.  The 
charter  is  thus  recognized  as  the  necessftry  evidence  of  the  regular 
character  of  the  lodge.  It  is  solemnly  delivered  to  the  lodge  when 
the  lodge  is  formed  under  it.     It  is  with  e(]ual  solemnity  delivered  to 
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every  Master  at  his  installation,  as  Vie  authority  by  which  his  lodgt  is 
hdd.  [See  Forms  for  Installation  prescribed  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Illinois,  p.  38.] 

We  find  him  opposed,  as  we  are,  to  the  introduction  of  the  benefit 
system  into  Masonry. 

There  is  mach,  very  much,  of  great  value  in  this  report,  and 
worthy  of  the  author,  but  we  can  dwell  with  him  no  longer. 

MAKYLAND. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Ninety-Fifth  Semi- Annual  Communicatioii 
of  this  Grand  Lodge  was  held  on  13th  May,  1884,  Brother  John  S. 
Tyson,  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  presiding,  with  representatives  from  71 
lodges  present.  The  jurisdiction  embraces  4766  members,  and  dar- 
ing the  year  there  appears  to  have  been  a  loss  of  47. 

The  Grand  Master  urges  upon  the  masters  of  lodges  the  necessity 
of  making  the  meetings  interesting  to  the  brethren,  and  when  there 
is  no  work  by  lecturing  and  exemplifying  the  work,  or  by  readings  on 
masonic  subjects. 

A  photographic  copy  of  the  original  book  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  dated  June 
24th,  A.  D.  1731,  marked  * 'Liber  B.,"  was  presented  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  by  Brother  Day,  Grand  Master  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Grand  Master  thinks  the  debt  of  the  Grand  Lodge  is  now  such 
that  it  will  ultimately  be  paid  off. 

Brother  John  S.  Tyson,  Grand  Master,  Brother  Jacob  H.  Medairy, 
Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Wm.  J.  Worth  submitted  the  correspondence  report,  written 
very  hastily  as  he  informs  us,  and  with  a  very  short  time  allowed  him, 
only  about  ten  days.  We  regret  sincerely  that  Brother  Gorgas  should 
have  been  prevented  from  preparing  the  report  on  account  of  **8evere 
affliction  in  his  family."    In  this  he  has  our  heartfelt  sympathy. 

To  some  rather  severe  strictures  of  Brother  Parvin  because  this 
Grand  Lodge  refused  to  appropriate,  annually,  fifty  dollars  towards 
the  increase  of  the  Masonic  Library,  our  correspondent  Brother  Worth 
makes  this  reply  : 

Now,  Brother  Parvin,  if  you  could  have  been  present  when  thedis- 
cuHsion  took  place,  you  would  not  have  written  as  above.  We  are  all 
very  anxious  to  have  a  good  Library  ;  but  we  have  a  very  large  debt 
hanging  over  our  Grand  Lodge,  and  we  think  it  better  to  try  to  pay 
some  of  the  debt  before  making  appropriations  for  any  other  purpose. 
We  have  a  verj'  good  beginning  for  a  Library,  and  we  live  in  hope  of 
a  better.  We  have  not  been  so  luck}'  as  our  brethren  in  Iowa  ;  buli^ 
you  will  visit  us,  we  will  prove  that  we  are  not  the  benighted  set  yoa 
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would  have  others  think — nor  are  we  deficieot  in  hospitality.  So  if 
yoii  come  East,  give  us  a  call,  understand  what  we  are,  and  you  will 
be  more  ready  in  the  future  to  throw  a  mantle  of  charity  over  what 
you  may  consider  disgraceful  faults,  which  shall  not  be  so  rent  that 
all  imperfections  may  be  seen  through  it.  I  hope  you  will  think  more 
kindly  of  these  brethren  in  the  future.  They  are  good  men  and  true, 
and  do  not  deserve  your  censure  or  reproach.  They  are  members  of 
our  Board  of  Managers,  and  are  fully  aware  of  our  financial  trouble. 

Brother  Parvin  belongs  to  an  active  jurisdiction  which  believes  in 
a  library,  and  to  this  end  have  constructed  a  very  expensive  library 
building,  while 'yet  the  Grand  Lodge  is  peripatetic. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Grand  Master,  Samuel  Crocker  L-iwrence,  opened  this  Grand  Lodge 
in  ample  form  on  12th  December,  1883,  with  representatives  from  223 
lodges  present.  The  jurisdiction  embraces  227  lodges,  with  a  mem- 
bership of  20,400-gain  638. 

This  was  the  One  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  this  Grand 
Lodge,  and  we  give  below  the  Grand  Master's  history  of  the  introduc- 
tion of  masonry  to  this  Continent: 

Brktheen  of  the  Grand  Lodge  :— The  present  year  brings  with  it 
the  hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  establishment  of  Masonry, 
orgnniz&l  undtfr  duly  chartered  atiihorUijy  in  this  State,  and,  as  we  have 
equally  good  reason  to  believe,  in  this  country.  In  the  early  history 
of  the  colonics,  the  Masons  residing  in  the  scattered  settlements  were 
few  in  number,  widely  separated,  and,  of  necessity,  in  a  great  meas- 
ure debarred  from  the  privileges  of  fraternal  association,  and  mutual 
help  and  sympathy.  Although  for  many  years  meetings  of  Masons 
were  unquestionably  held  for  the  purpose  of  Masonic  work,  and  con- 
ducted with  more  or  less  of  form,  it  was  not  until  July  30th,  1733, 
that  any  organization  was  effected  in  this  country  under  chartered  au- 
thorliu.  Uj.on  the  date  mentioned,  R.  W.  Brother  Henrj'  Price,  the 
**Fatner  of  Masonry  in  America,"  duly  authorized  bv  a  Commission 
of  deputation,  dated  April  30tb,  1733,  from  Viscount  Montague,  Grand 
Master  of  Masons  in  England,  in  his  capacity  as  Provincial  Grand 
Master,  formed  and  opened  in  Boston,  at  the  Bunch  of  Grapes  Tav- 
ern, on  King  street,  a  Provincial  Grand  Lodge,  and  regularly  organ- 
ized it  by  the  appointment  of  a  Deputy  Grand  Master  and  other  offi- 
cers. The  work  of  organization  was  duly  performed,  and  the  legality 
of  the  foundation  of  this  Grand  Lodge  rests  upon  undisputed  histori- 
cal evidence  ;  and  just  as  unquestionably  its  elate  of  precedence  ante- 
dates that  of  every  other  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons  in  America. 

The  Grand  Master  announced  the  death  of  a  number  of  veterans 
who  had  withstood  manfully  the  test  of  masonic  manhood,  the  peri- 
od of  anti-masonic  insanity  which  swept  like  a  simoom  over  the  coun- 
try. One  of  years  83,  and  masonic  years  61  ;  another  90,  in  masonry 
63  ;  another  89,  a  mason  09  years ;  another  83  ;  another  96,  a  mason 
60  ;  another  83  ;  another  over  91  ;  another  94,  a  mason  75  years,  and 
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still  another  97,  a  mason  71  years.  Valaable  tostimoninls  to  the  val- 
ue of  masonic  teachings,  and  who  had  happily  lived  to  see  the  storm 
clonds  of  adversity  riven  and  dissipated,  so  that  the  glorious  son  of 
prosperity  shown  on  their  beloved  order. 

We  think  the  following  recommendation  of  the  Grand  Master  time- 
ly and  valuable,  and  would  wish,  that  each  lodge  in  this  jurisdiction, 
would  heed  it  and  act  upon  it. 

My  attention  has  been  called  during  the  past  year  to  the  frequent 
destruction  of  Masonic  buildings  by  tire,  and  the  heavy  losses  of 
Lo  Iges  through  insufficient  insurance.  I  would  injoin  upon  the 
Lodges  to  see  that  their  property  is  adequately  protected  by  insur- 
ance :  and  especially  that  care  is  taken  to  provide  a  safe  depository 
for  their  Charters  and  Records.  In  this  connection  I  would  call  atten- 
tion to  the  provision  in  the  Constitutions  authorizing  the  use  of  a 
duly  certified  copy  of  a  Charter,  with  a  view  to  the  better  preserva- 
tion of  the  original. 

As  we  know  that  there  are  many  lodges  in  this  jurisdiction  of  ours 
that,  if  not  in  debt,  have  not  wherewith  to  do  deeds  of  charity  save 
very  small  ones,  we  clip  one  more  paragraph  from  this  admirable  ad- 
dress, hoping  that  the  counsel  may  be  heeded  by  Masters  of  Lodges: 

The  providing  of  ways  and  means  for  the  support  of  a  Lodge  is  a 
matter  largely  in  the  hands  of  its  officers,  and  it  is  their  bounden 
duty  to  see  that  adecjuate  provision  is  made.  It  may,  in  some  cases, 
demand  a  degree  of  courage  to  ask  for  an  increase  of  dues  :  but  it  is 
better  to  do  that  than  to  depend  upon  the  precarious  receipts  from 
initiations,  and  to  live  haunted  by  a  dread  of  imminent  insolvency. 
Nothing  can  be  worse  than  the  reliance  placed  by  some  Lodges  upon 
the  uncertain  income  which  accrues  from  fees  for  the  degrees.  It  is 
dangerous  to  discount  the  future  :  receipts  from  this  source  must  >a- 
ry  from  year  to  year,  and  with  the  Lodges  dependent  upon  them  it  is 
first  a  feast,  and  then  a  famine.  Besides  all  this,  the  practice  fosters 
an  undue  desire  to  increase  membership,  with  the  consequent  danger 
of  carelessness  as  to  the  quality  of  the  new  Masonic  material. 

This  Grand  Lodge  is  taking  active  steps  towards  the  establishment 
of  a  "Masonic  Education  and  Charity  Fund,"  and  to  this  end  have 
obtained  from  the  Legislature  an  act  of  incorporation  for  it,  the  trus- 
tees being  elected  by  the  Grand  Lodge.  It  was  believed  that  thus  put- 
ting this  fund  beyond  the  control  of  the  ever  varying  Grand  Lodge, 
more  permanency  would  result  and  greater  confidence  be  felt,  so  that 
it  might  perchance  receive  bequests  from  zealous  and  chiritably 
disposed  brethren. 

Brother  Abraham  H.  Rowland  was  made  Grand  Master,  and  Serenn 
D.  Nickerson  Grand  Secretary. 
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MINNESOTA. 

We  have  before  ns  the  pamphlet  containing  the  proceedings  of  the 
Thirty-First  Annual  Comnmnication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this 
State,  Grand  Master  C.  Henry  Benson  and  representatives  from  133 
Lodges  being  present.  The  total  n  amber  of  Lodges  is  142,  with  a 
membership  of  8,640,  the  nctt  increase  being  367. 

Under  decisions  the  Grand  Master  says  : 

At  onr  last  Annual  Communication  I  reported,  among  others,  the 
following  opinion  :  **  A  lodge  whose  charter  has  been  destroyed  by 
fire,  may  meet  and  work  in  the  absence  of  its  charter.  The  fad  that 
the  lo(l(je  has  been  retjularUi  chartered  by  coinf)eient  authority  is  not  cfinnged 
simply  herause  the  fiest  evidence  of  that  fact  has  been  destroyexl.  Of  course, 
the  lodge  will,  at  the  earliest  opportunity,  apply  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
for  a  duplicate  of  its  charter,  us  it  should  not  be  without  that  evi- 
dence in  its  lodge  room,  if  it  can  be  avoided." 

This  opinion  was  submitted  to  the  Committee  on  Masonic  Juris- 
prudence. This  committee  was  unable  to  agree,  and  its  time  to  report 
was  extended  until  this  communication.  It  is  important  that  the  rule 
be  DOW  fixed,  because  fire  often  destro^'s  a  charter. 

In  this  we  find  the  doctrine  that  a  charter  is  not  necessary  for  the 
legality  of  the  Lodge  if  it  ever  had  one.  We  have  italicized  a  portion 
of  his  ruling.  But  the  committee  on  jurisprudence,  we  are  rejoiced 
to  find,  were  sufficiently  **  oldfogie,"  as  Brother  Pierson  calls  ourself, 
to  adhere  to  the  old  doctrine  and  report  what  we  believe  to  be  the 
correct  method  of  procedure,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  was  *'  old  fogie* 
enough  to  adopt  it.     Hero  is  the  resolution  : 

Resolredf  That  in  case  of  the  loss  or  destruction  of  a  charter  of  a 
snbordidate  lodge,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Worshipful  Master  of  the 
lodge  to  apply  to  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  for  authority  to  continue 
the  work  of  the  lodge  until  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

The  inference,  then,  that  if  this  **  authority"  be  not  obtained  the 
Lodge  has  no  right  to  act. 

How  true  to  life'  is  the  following  picture  drawn  by  the  Grand 
Master  : 

My  attention  has  lately  been  called  to  an  actual  case  like  the  fol- 
lowing :  John  Doe,  when  a  younp  man,  was  duly  elected  in  one  of 
the  Eastern  States,  where  an  election  entitles  a  candidate  to  the  three 
degrees,  and  received  the  first  degree  only.  Before  he  could  get  the 
second  he  was  borne  westward  by  the  irresistible  tide  of  emigration, 
and  found  a  home  in  Minnesota.  This  was  twenty  years  ago.  Now 
he  asks  the  lodge  which  elected  him  to  give  him  the  other  two  de- 
grees. That  lodge  being  willing  to  do  so  asks  a  lodge  here  to  do  the 
work  for  it.  Courtesy  impels  the  lodge  here  to  do  the  work  for  its 
sister  lodge  in  the  east  without  stopping  to  ask  a  question.     Is  it 
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right  to  do  so  ?  I  think  not.  I  think  there  should  be  some  rule  re- 
quiiing  the  candidate,  in  his  new  home,  to  pass  the  ordeal  of  a  bal- 
lot. Many  a  moral,  and  upright  and  worthy  young  man  leaves  his 
parental  roof,  and  goes  to  a  new  c^aintry,  where,  unrestrained  by  the 
influences  of  home  and  the  society  he  left,  he  falls  a  victim  to  the 
snares  and  temptations  of  frontier  life— is  demoralized  and  lost. 

Twenty  years  make  many  changes,  but  any  time,  however  short, 
may  see  any  one  of  us  fall  into  a  snare.  We  are  all  human;  any  one 
of  us  may  fall  into  a  pit  to-morrow,  and  be  lost. 

Brother  Henry  B.  Denny  was  made  Grand  Master,  and  Brother  A. 
T.  C.  Pierson  Grand  Secretary. 

The  latter  made  the  report  on  correspondence,  and  it  then  passes 
without  saying,  that  it  was  good.  We  have  always  received  much 
kindness  at  the  hands  of  this  robust  Brother,  and  for  this  we  desire 
now  to  express  our  deep  sense  of  the  obligation  under  which  he  has 
placed  us. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

The  Sixty-Sixth  Annual  Communication  was  held  on  13th  Febniary, 
1884,  with  Grand  Master  P.  M.  Savery  in  the  Grand  East,  and  repre- 
sentatives from  241  Lodges.  The  whole  number  of  chartered  lodges 
is  291,  with  a  membership  of  8,897,  there  having  been  a  gain  of  18. 

The  Grand  Master  recounts  a  very  singular  case  occurring  between 
the  jurisdiction  ot  Texas  and  Mississippi,  wherein  a  brother  member 
of  a  lodge  in  Mississippi  and  resident  in  that  jurisdiction  is  tried  by  a 
lodge  in  Texas,  where  he  temporarily  resided,  for  some  offence  com- 
mitted during  such  residence,  and  indefinitely  suspended  him.  This 
trial  was  had  during  his  residence  in  Mississippi,  and  while  a  mem- 
ber of  a  lodge  of  that  jurisdiction.  The  whole  correspondence  hav- 
ing been  submitted  to  the  committee  on  jurisprudence  they  reported 
the  following  resolutions,  which  were  adopted  : 

Besolredy  That  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons  in 
Texas,  be  respectfully  requi  sted  to  set  aside  the  suspension  of  Brother 
J.  D.  Hall,  a  member  ot  Whitetield  Lodge  No.  3(>o,  holding  under 
this  Grand  Lodge,  and  to  direct  Desderaona  Lodge  No.  506,  holding 
under  said  Grand  Lodge,  to  prefer  charges  and  specifications  against 
said  brother,  and  to  transmit  them  to  said  Whitefield  Lodge  No.  3(>>. 

lieadvi'df  That  on  the  reception  of  the  charges  aforesaid,  Whitefield 
Lodge  No.  3(jo,  be  and  it  is  hereby  directed  to  proceed  under  the 
rule->  for  trials  prescribed  by  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  hear  and  deter- 
mine the  case  against  said  Brother  J.  D.  Hall. 

Jiesolred,  That  the  Grand  Secr-tary  transmit  under  the  seal  of  this 
Grand  Lodge  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  to  the  Most  Worship- 
ful the  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons  in  Texas,  and  also  to  Whitefield 
Lodge  No.  3(*)0.     And  be  it  further 

Resolved^  That  until  said  proceedings  of  Desdemona  Lodge  No.  506, 
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of  Texas,  are  set  aHide  by  the  Most  Worshipfal  Grand  Lodge  of  Ma- 
sons in  Texas,  this  Grand  Lodge  without  waiving  its  cbiim  that  said 
Dosdemona  Lodge  was  without  jurisdiction  to  try  and  suspend  said 
Brother  J.  D.  Hall,  hokls  the  status  of  Brother  J.  D.  Hall  to  be  that 
of  a  suspended  Mason. 

The  Grand  Master  addressed  to  the  several  lodges  a  circular  contain- 
ing 26  questions,  answers  to  which  would  show  the  condition  of  tho 
several  lodges,  and  the  amount  of  revenue  of  each,  and  what  pro- 
portion was  expended  by  each  for  charity  and  in  what  way.  This 
ought  to  prove  a  valuable  stimulus,  and  through  its  agency  much 
good  ought  to  result.  Indeed,  we  think  that  if  some  such  reports 
were  required  by*  Grand  Lodges  there  would  be  more  interest  man- 
ifested in  Masonry  and  the  brethren  incited  to  greater  activity. 

The  result  of  these  inquiries  is  given  in  a  general  way  by  the 
Graod  Master,  and  although  this  portion  of  the  address  is  too  long 
for  us  to  copy  entire,  yet,  a  part  we  copy.  We  specially  recommend 
the  perusal  of  it  to  the  Grand  Masters  of  Alabama.  2G0  lodges  sent 
in  responses,  and  from  these  the  Grand  Master  makes  the  following 
deductions  : 

We  much  regret  that  there  has  been  a  single  failure,  for  these  re- 
ports have  brought  us  into  close  communion  with  the  several  Worship- 
ful Masters,  and  many  have  written  us  words  of  encouragement 
which  we  highly  prize.  We  have  been  the  recipient  of  much  valuable 
information  that  otherwise  would  doubtless  have  been  buried  under 
the  rubbish  for  years  to  come.  By  this  system  of  correspondence 
we  have  been  enabled  to  reach  the  poorest  as  well  as  ^ho  richest 
Lodges  in  the  htate  -have  learned  of  the  adversity  as  well  as  the 
prosperity  of  our  brethren — have  been  able  in  many  instances  to  gain 
the  fraternal  opinion  of  brethren  who,  though  they  have  borne  the 
heat  and  burden  of  the  day  and  for  nearly  a  third  of  a  century  have 
illustrated  by  the  silent  example  of  their  own  lives  the  principles  of 
Freemasonry  -who  have  attended  the  Annual  Communications  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  until  they  have  become  regarded  as  fixtures  that 
death  alone  can  remove,  yet  whose  voices  are  never  heard  in  Grand 
Lodge,  —yet  they  think  and  resolve  questions  of  Masonic  law  in  their 
minds,  yea,  solve  some  problems  that  are  considered  difficult  and 
perchance  mysterious.  The  old  proverb,  **  Still  water  runs  deep,"  is 
applicable  to  such  sages  of  the  Craft,  and  one  is  wiser  and  better  for 
seeking  and  gaining  their  opinions.  This  correspondence  has  dis- 
closed to  us  the  whereabouts  of  the  poor  and  distressed  widows  and 
orphans  of  our  deceased  brethren,  and  the  means  employed  to  dis- 
pense Masonic  charity;  and  through  the  zeal  and  untiring  energy  of 
the  Grand  Secretary  the  great  army  of  non-  ffiliates,  over  3,000  in 
number,  have  been  solicited  to  return  to  the  fold,  and  the  responses 
thereto  I  am  informed  are  among  the  hundreds.  Again,  it  has  caused 
brethren  long  estranged  to  renew  their  former  friendship  and  around 
the  Masonic  Alt^r  unite  again  in  the  fraternal  chain  which  we  earn- 
estly pray  God  may  never  again  be  broken.  From  these  reports  we 
learn  that  the  Cratt  in  Mississippi  is  not  dead — not  even  sleeping — 
but  in  almost  all  localities  is  doing  good  work. 
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Brother  Robert  C.  Patty,  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
J.  L.  Power,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  that  admirable 
and  loveable  brother  P.  G.  Master,  James  M.  Howry.  But  the  hand 
that  held  it,  now  lies  still  in  death.  That  mind  so  active — that  heart 
that  beat  so  warmly  for  his  brethren — that  voice  always  urging  to 
deeds  of  charity  and  goodness — now  is  silent  and  from  the  tomb 
can  give  no  cheer.  He  died  on  2nd  of  May,  1884,  within  a  short 
time  after  the  closing  of  Grand  Lodge.  May  we  not  hope  that  he 
has  only  been  admitted  into  the  celestial  Lodge  above — the  temple 
not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens. 

From  the  introduction  of  his  report  we  copy  : 

We  have  had  a  delightful  year  roaming  through  the  old  Blue  Lodge 
degrees  with  the  comments  of  the  brilliant  corps  of  reporters  on  Ma- 
sonic law,  usage,  legendary  historj',  land  marks,  constitutions,  by- 
laws, diniits,  non-athliates,  perpetual  jurisdiction,  non-payment  of 
dues,  prerogatives  of  Grand  Mastei-s,  etc.,  etc.  Your  Committee  can 
safely  say  that  the  different  Masonic  jurisdictions  are  coming  nearer 
together  every  year  on  all  the  mooted  questions  which  have  agitated 
the  craft  for  many  years,  and  while  there  exists  some  differences 
among  them,  yet  we  are  convinced  that  general  agreement  exists 
among  the  craft  on  the  essentials  in  ritual  jurisprudence,  usage  and 
proper  construction  of  land  marks  and  laws  than  ever  before,  within 
the  scope  of  their  knowledge.  This  is  gratifying,  indeed,  to  every 
true  and  loyal  craftsman. 

Before  becoming  aware  that  our  brother  had  passed  through  the 
dark  waters  to  the  other  side  of  the  river,  we  had  intended  to  reply  to 
his  strictures  in  relation  to  the  incorrectness  of  our  returns,  but 
these  must  now  be  remitted. 

MONTANA. 

We  have  a  very  neatly  gotten  up  pamphlet  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Montana  before  us  of  its  Nineteenth  Annual 
Communication,  held  on  October  3,  1883.  M.  W.  A.  J.  i)aAidson, 
Grand  Master,  presiding,  and  representatives  from  20  Lodges  present. 
There  are  24  active  Lodges,  having  a  membership  of  939,  the  gain 
since  last  report  Vieing  35. 

This  Grand  Lodge  \\*as  convened  to  perform  the  last  sad  rites  at 
the  grave  of  P.  G.  M.  Pomeroy. 

The  Grand  Master  recommended  that  no  dimit  be  granted  to  any 
member  until  he  shall  present  a  certiiicate  of  the  Secretary  of  a  lodge 
that  be  proposes  to  join  another  lodge,  and  when  elected  a  member 
the  dimit  shall  issue.  This  is  holding  a  member  nolens  volcns,  and 
is  adverse  to  our  thinking  in  Alabama. 
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Another  rocommetidation  of  his,  however,  which  we  give  below, 
we  think  might  be  ndvantageouBly  adopted  in  many  other  jurisdic- 
tions : 

I  would  alKO  call  the  attention  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  the  inade- 
quate umnner  of  examining  the  work  and  returns  of  subordinate 
lodges.  I  suggest  that  a  select  committee  be  appointed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  the  advisubihty  of  appointing  (»r  electing  District 
Deputies,  or  districting  the  jurisdiction,  and  making  it  the  duty  of 
the  four  principal  otticers  to  examine  the  work  and  books  of  record  of 
the  lodges  in  their  respective  districts,  and  make  a  full  report  to  the 
Grand  Lo<lge. 

This  mat  ter  deserves  consideration  at  your  hands.  As  it  now  stands, 
the  Committei^  on  Work  and  Returns  of  Lodijes  barely  has  time  to 
run  through  the  books.  When  a  correction  is  made,  it  is  published 
in  our  Grand  Lodge  proceedings  (which  is  not  generally  very  credi- 
table to  us),  Mud  does  not  have  the  good  eflfect  it  would  have  if  the 
correction  were  made  in  the  presence  of  the  lodge. 

Does  not  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Grievances,  following, 
smack  a  little  too  much  of  other  organizations  to  be  altogether 
masonic  ? 

Your  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  complaint  of  Glendale 
against  Blandinsville  Lodge  No.  233,  A.  F.  <t  A.  M.,  of  the  State  of 
Illinois,  have  had  the  sumo  under  consideration,  and,  from  the  cor- 
respondence between  the  lodges  submitted  to  us,  are  of  the  opinion 
that  Gleiidalo  Lodge  has  a  just  claim  against  Blandinsville  tor  the 
sum  of  $1^0.85  for  expenses  incurred  upon  Brother  Hardisty,  a  mem- 
ber of  Blandinsville  Lodge  No.  233,  while  sick  and  an  object  of 
charity  in  the  jurisdiction  of  Glendale  Lodge  No.  23. 

Therefoie,  we  recommend  that  this  Grand  Lodge  request  the  Grand 
SocretArj'  to  correspond  with  the  Grand  Lod^eof  the  Stiite  of  Illinois 
ujwn  tho  subject  complnned  of. 

Brother  Hugh  Duncan  was  elected  Grand  Master. 
Brother  Cornelius  Hedges  continued  Grand  Secretary. 
Brother  Hedges  presented  the  rei>ort  on  correspondence. 
Of  our  resolutions  in  regard  to  a  **  Masonic  Home  and  College,"  he 
speaks -thus  : 

There  was  a  report  favorable  to  the  establishment  of  a  Masonic 
Home  and  College  presentcnl  and  adopted,  and  referred  to  another 
special  committee  for  a  report  next  year  on  some  plan  to  carry  out 
the  idea.  Now  t^ike  my  advice  and  drop  the  subject.  A  generation 
of  widows  and  orphans  that  need  present  attention  will  pass  away 
bef(jre  an  endowment  fund  is  raised.  But  let  every  lodge  and  brother 
go  to  work  helping  widows,  feeding,  clothing,  and  educating  orphans, 
and  it  will  do  more  than  half  a  dozen  homes  and  colleges.  Every 
Mason  can  become  a  Masonic  home  and  college  by  himself,  without 
any  report  or  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  Start  one  in  oyvry  neigh- 
borhood and  family  and  Masonic  heart.     This   is   the   Masonic  icork' 
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of  which  your  Grand  Master  spoke  so  eloquently.  We  would  give 
more  for  a  live,  large-hearted  Mason,  whose  charity  was  aggressive 
and  incessant,  than  for  the  largest  and  best  endowed  home  or  collej?e 
in  the  world.  Now  suppose  8,000  such  Masons  turned  loose  in  Ala- 
bama; do  you  believe  twenty-four  hours  could  pass  before  every 
widow  and  orphan  in  the  State  was  provided  for?  In  order  for 
charity  to  become  a  habit,  to  work  itself  into  the  texture  of  one's 
character,  it  needs  daily,  hourly  exercise,  and  never  can  come  other- 
wise. 

MANITOBA. 

Grand  Master  John  Headley  Bell  presided  over  the  Ninth  Annual 
Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  held  on  the  13th  February, 
1884,  eighteen  Lodges  being  represented.  Whole  number  of  Lodges 
chartered  twenty-two,  with  six  U.  D.  Whole  number  of  members 
1,092  ;  gain,  287. 

We  quote  a  part  of  Grand  Master's  address  to  show  how  great  are 
the  changes  in  a  new  place  within  a  short  time.  Our  own  experience 
elsewhere  was  as  great,  but  brethren  living  in  Alabama,  where  gener- 
ation succeeds  generation,  and  the  son  occupies  the  father's  home- 
stei^d,  cannot  readily  recognize  or  appreciate  such  a  condition.  Al- 
luding to  the  death  of  P.  G.  M.  Chrk,  the  first  Grand  Master  of 
Manitoba,  he  says  : 

Eight  years  in  this  rapidly  growing  country  has  made  great  changes, 
and,  consetjuently  Brother  Clark  was  known  to  but  very  few  of  the 
present  members  of  Grand  Lodge.  Very  few  members  (not  half  a 
dozen)  are  here  to-night  that  met  with  Brother  Chirk  when  this  Grand 
Lodge  was  called  into  existence.  Some  have  gone  to  other  lands, 
some  there  are  whose  first  love  has  waxed  cold,  some  are  lying  on 
beds  of  pain,  and  some  have  fallen  asleep.  On  the  few  faces'left  the 
furrows  are  deepening,  telling  that  autumn  is  coming  on  ;  the  hair 
that  then  was  black  and  glossy  shows  now  the  frosts  of  coming  win- 
ter. Year  by  year  those  faces  are  fewer  in  number,  and  soon,  aye 
very  soon,  none  will  be  left. 

Deeply  do  we  regret  the  defalcation  of  the  late  Grand  Secretary. 
We  fear  he  was  too  near  a  neighbor  to  some  of  the  many  who  in  this 
countrj'  have  been  hastening  to  be  rich  and  have  fallen.  Only  as  our 
fellows  of  like  stamp,  under  similar  circumstances,  seek  safer  places, 
and  go  north,  he  was  found  to  have  **gone  soath."  His  name  is,  or 
was,  H.  D.  P.  LeCappellain,  and  was  expelled  by  Grand  Lodge  from 
all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry.  Thus  mote  it  be  with  all 
such. 

Brother  John  Headly  Boll  was  again  made  Grand  Master. 

Brother  Wm.  G.  Scott,  Grand  Secretary. 
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MICHIGAN. 

The  Fortieth  Annual  Gommnnication  of  the  Grand  Liodge  of  this 
State  was  held  on  22d  January,  1884.  Brother  C.  F.  R.  Bellows, 
M.  W.  Grand  Muster,  presiding,  with  representatives  from  324 
subordinates.  Total  number  of  Lodges  351  ;  membership,  27,181  ; 
increase,  083. 

The  Grand  Master  refuses  permission  to  a  Lodge  to  occupy  a  hall 
jointly  with  any  other  body  not  Masonic.     Bight. 

He  says  on  this  subject  : 

It  indicates  the  prevalence  of  a  condition  of  weakness  among  the 
Lodges  that  is  to  be  deplored.     Weakness  U  the  parent  in   the  tirst 

i)lace,  of  joint  occupancy,  and  then  joint  occupancy  breeds  weakness, 
t  has  been  said  that  **  no  house  was  ever  built  large  enough  for  two 
families  :"  and  it  is  usually  only  families  in  straitened  circumstances 
that  occupy  together. ' 

Diiferent  denominations  in  religion  occupying  jointly  the  same  house 
of  worship  is  an  analogous  case.  It  betokens  weakness  somewhere, 
and  prompts  the  suggestion  whether  one  or  more  of  the  different 
organizations  might  not  better  cease  altogether,  and  unite  in  a  single 
strong  society,  t  doubt  not  that  the  same  principle  holds  true  as 
between  Masons  and  the  half  score  of  other  secret  orders  with  which 
we  seem  to  be  so  largelv  mixed  up.  If  we  cannot  exist  except  as 
bolstered  up  in  bed  by  Odd  Fellows,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
Knights  of  Honor,  Knights  of  Pythias,  United  Workmen  and  Gran- 
gers, then,  for  one,  I  say  let  us  die  and  be  done  with  it.  We  never 
can  be  well  and  strong  so  long  as  we  consent  to  be  propped  up  in 
this  way.  The  vitality  alone  by  which  we  can  really  live  and  thrive 
must  be  purely  our  own  and  not  another's. 
I  commend  this  fact  to  the  serious  consideration  of  our  Lodges. 

The  Grand  Symbolic  Lodge  of  Peru  was  recognized. 

The  committee  on  jurisprudence  made  an  elaborate  report  in  re- 
lation to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales,  and  a  resolution  to 
recognize  the  same,  which  was  adopted. 

We  find  that  in  Michigan,  also,  provision  is  made  for  the  consolida- 
tion of  two  Lodges,  and  the  method  provided  seems  unobjectionable. 
Thus  wo  see  that  there  is  a  growing  desire  to  have  fewer  but  stronger 
Lodges. 

A  step  was  taken  to  prohibit  the  joint  occupancy  of  halls  with  any 
bodies  not  masonic. 

Brother  Arthur  M.  Clark  was  made  Grand  Master. 

Brother  Wm.  P.  Innos,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Wm.  P.  Innes  made  the  correspondence  report,  and  we 
are  chagrined  at  not  seeing  ours  among  the  proceedings  reviewed. 
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MISSOURI 

Sends  us  a  mammoth  pamphlet  of  near  300  pages  containing  the 
proceedings  of  the  Sixty-Third  Annual  Communication  of  its  Grand 
Lodge,  held  on  Uth  October,  1883,  under  the  supervision  of  Reverend 
Charles  C.  Woods,  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  and  with  representatives 
from  204  lodges.  This  jurisdiction  embraces  ^>2,'2.  lodges  ;  total  mem- 
bership, 24,51)4  ;  gain,  Go6. 

We  beg  that  all  of  you  who  contend  that  a  Grand  Master  can  exer- 
cise no  prerogatives,  but  must  be  governed  bv  the  letter  of  the  law  ; 
who  claim  that  since  the  adoption  of  Constitutions  he  has  no  power 

not  therein  specially  set  forth  ;  to  read  what  Grand  Master  Woods 
has  uttered  in  relation  to  his  exercise  of  a  disputed  power,  in  a  truly 
interesting  case  : 

And  I  will  here  remark,  not  with  reference  to  this  case,  but  in  gen- 
eral, that  it  the  (jrand  Lodge  allows  no  prerofjative  whatever  to  the 
Grand  Master,  but  shuts  him  within  the  narrow  bounds  marked  ont 
by  the  technicalities  and  decisions  of  the  Masonic  martinet,  then  you 
need  no  man  in  this  place,  with  his  heart  warm  with  symjiathy,  V»ut 
only  a  (hint in tj  to  wear  the  insignia  of  Grand  Master,  and  point  with 
cold  and  li'eless  linger  to  decision  and  precedent.  Let  the  Grand 
Lodge  criticise  the  action,  if  criticism  be  in  place,  but  touch  not  the 
Acacia  which'waves  at  the  head  of  D.  P.  Wallingford,  nor  disturb  the 
evergreen  upon  his  lifeless  breast  ;  -they  were  placed  there  by  those 
who  knew  all  his  weaknesses  and  faults  ;  and  vet,  in  the  last  aiionv, 
they  forfjoi  and  /orj/ar<',  and,  like  Brothers,  they  gathered  about  the 
dying  man  to  sooth  his  pain,  to  watch  the  spirit  take  its  dight,  and  to 
lay  away  the  cold,  still  form  m  the  narrow  cell,  where  we  all  must 
shortly  sleep  :  So  may  we  all  be  forgiven  and  comforted  when  we  come 
to  die. 

The  Grand  Master  doubtless  most  earnestly  and  conscientiously 
discharged  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  no  one  can  read  his  address 
without  feeling  it  was  good  to  have  commenced  with  one  so  fully  im- 
bued with  masonic  influences. 

Brother  Lee  A.  Hall  was  elected  Grand  Master,  Brother  John  D. 
Vincil,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Vincil  presented  the  report  on  correspondence  from  which 
we  extract  : 

The  ^lasouic  Fraternity  in  this  country  will  miss  its  opportunity  if 
nothing  more  is  done  than  the  erection  of  grand  temples  and  tine 
halls.  These,  too  often,  only  exhaust  the  means  of  the  Craft,  by 
heavy  taxation  ;  disaffect  many  good  members  ;  consume  all  resour- 
ces that  might  be  devoted  to  chnrity,  and  bring  no  adequate  rdvm. 
The  law  ol  c'linjKusfifion  does  not  ol  tain.  The  temple  property  may 
becoiiH'  valuable  and  pay  well  sometimes,  but  at  what  a  fearful  costi 
One-lialf  the  money  exuen»lr<l  in  this  country  for  -'grand  temples" 
would  rear  and  endow  '"homes"  and  "asylums"  for  destitute  widows 
and  helpless  orphans,  and  indigent  Brethren,  that  would  truly  be  "to 
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the  glory  of  God,  the  Grand  Architect  of  the  Universe."  In  such 
"homes"  the  helpless  nnd  the  needy,  would  find  coujfort,  cheer  and 
protection.  Millions  of  dollars  are  now  invested  in  **templos"  and 
* 'halls."  Such  property,  with  i-are  exceptions^  is  yielding  no  revenue, 
and  will  not,  for  years  to  come,  if  ever.  The  thought  crowds  itself 
upon  some  minds,  and  constantly  challenges  attention  :  is  it  not  time 
to  make  a  more  practical  and  unselfish  use  of  the  means  and  resources 
of  Masoury?  The  thought  will  not  down  at  our  bidding.  We  have 
glor'ifiexl  long  enough.  Masonry  must  become  more  prddirjjd^  if  not  kss 
denumstratii'ff  or  suffer.  We  have  '^yloried''  in  our  {mtitjuity,  our  sta- 
bility, our  ntual,  our  exclusiveness  and  distinctiveness  until  glorying 
may  become  our  shame. 

**By  their  fruits  ye  shall  know  them,"  is  a  terse  expression  and  a 
practicail  rule.     As  a  test,  it  will  apply  to  systems  and  institutions  as 
well  as  to  individujUs.     Wo  never  think,  write,  or  speak  on  this  sub- 
ject, but  the  grand  and  commanding  work  ot  our  Kentucky  Hrethren 
commends  itself.     The  Masons  of  that  jurisdiction  have  done  nobly. 
The  "Home"  reared  and  supported  bj-  them  in  the  charming  city  of 
Louisville,  may  well  excite  the  pride  and  stir  the  heart  of  every  Crafts- 
man in  Kentucky.     The  Masons  of  thatSbite  erected  and  own  a  "tem- 
ple;" it  is  valuable  and  paying  property.     They  did  not  cu'erbuild,  and 
try  tr)  eclipse  all  other  cities,  and  burden  themselves  with  an  exhaust- 
ing debt,  and  thus  cripple  energies  and  resources.     But  the  Masonic 
Temple  was  /oWo/cer/  by  the  "Homo"  enterprise,  and  that  eclipses  all 
other  movements,  and  engrosses  the  best  thought  and  effort  of  faith- 
ful workers.     We  have  been  in  the   principal  cities  of  this  country. 
Here  and  there  a  Brother  has  a.sked,  "Have  you  seen  our  tine  'tem- 
ple ?'"  or,  "I  want  to  show  you  through  our  elegant  Hall."    Scarcely 
had  we  made  known  our  name  to  a  Brother  in  Louisville,  when  he 
said,  "You  must  visit  our  'Home'  for  widows  and  orphans."    During 
a  month's  visit  there,  and  intimate  association  with  the  Fraternity,  it 
was  our  "Home"  all  the  time,  but  the  "Temple"  never  was  mentioned 
once.     The  "glory"  of  the  '^Temple"  faded  out  in  the  presence  of  the 
"Home,"  where  hunger  was  appeased,  tears  were  dried,  age  was  ten- 
derly nursed,  young  natures  trained,  and  the  future,  with  its  grand 
possibilities,  made  bright  and  inviting.     Ah,  the  work  of  Kentucky 
Masons  is  true  work,  such  work  as  the  Supreme  Mtster  and  Chief  Over- 
seer will  approve,  concerning  which  it  will  bo  said,  your  work  entitles 
yon  to  reward  ;  in  as  much  as  you  labored  for  these,  my  needy  ones, 
your  labor  wad  for  me.     "Well  done." 

NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 

At  the  Quarterly  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  held  on  7th 
September,  1881,  in  the  absence  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  the  R.  W. 
D.  Grand  Master,  A.  W.  Manning,  presided.  Three  dispensations 
for  new  lodges  were  granted,  and  the  bust  of  H.  R.  H.,  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  Masons  of  England,  was  unveiled,  it 
being  a  present  from  Brother  Marshall  Wood,  sculptor,  England. 

At  the  Quarterly  Communication  of  'Ith  Jan'y,  18H2,  applications  for 
dispensations  for  three  new  lodges  were  made.  Acknowledgment 
of  the  application  for  recognition  was  mode  by  the  Grand  Secretary 
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of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  in  most  curt  terms,  and  the  Grand 
Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland,  informs  the  Grand  Master 
of  New  South  Wales,  that  all  communications  should  come  through 
the  representatives  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  in  New  South 
Wales,  and  reminds  him,  that,  there  are  some  28  or  30  lodges  there, 
still  holding  allegiance  to  the  Grand  Tiodge  of  Scotland. 

At  the  Quarterly  Communication  of  March  Ist,  1882,  the  M.  W. 
Grand  Master,  J.  S.  Farnell  presided.  A  letter  from  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  England  was  read  refusing  recognition,  one  new  lodge  was  consti- 
tuted, and  the  Grand  Secretar}*  reported  that  the  progress  w;u4  very 
satisfactory',  the  number  of  entrants  and  affiliates  for  the  past  six 
months  being  greater  than  during  the  preceding  eighteen  months. 

Brother  J.  S.  Farnell  was  again  made  Grand  Master,  Brother  Nich- 
olas Weekes  remains  Grand  Secretary. 

NOVA  SCOTIA. 

The  Nineteenth  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was 
held  on  4th  June,  1884,  M.  W.  J.  W.  Laurie,  Grand  Mfister,  presid- 
ing, with  representatives  from  40  lodges.  There  are  67  within  the 
jurisdiction,  with  a  membership  of  2907,  with  a  probable  increai»e 
of  58. 

The  Grand  Master  recommends  greater  caution  in  the  admission  of 
visitors  in  this  manner: 

In  some  lodges,  I  have  noticed  that  the  application  of  visitors  for 
admission' to  the  lodge  is  not  dealt  with  in  a  sufficiently  cautions 
manner;  the  Hpplication  is  announced,  a  brother  present  in  the 
Lodge  states  that  he  can  vouch  for  the  applicant,  as  he  has  sat  in 
Lodge  with  him,  and  the  admission  is  granted  without  further  en- 
quiry or  note.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  brother  who  voncbes 
should  be  required  to  sUite  in  what  Lodge  ho  sat  with  the  appUcant, 
and  that  his  nume  and  statement  should  be  recorded  on  the  minutes 
along  with  the  admission  of  the  visitor,  so  that  if  afterwards  a  vis- 
itor, not  entitled,  should  be  found  to  have  obtained  admission,  the 
responsibilitj'  could  be  traced  to  the  Lodge  in  fault. 

Of  the  Pope's  late  Encyclical  letter,  he  says: 

With  regret,  I  return  to  the  subject  of  the  Encyclical  lately  issued 
against  Free-masonry  by  Pope  Ltjo  XIII,  who  bears  a  high  reputation 
as  an  enlightened  and  liberal-minded  man.  The  Roman  Pontiff  is 
straugely  in  error  in  the  information  he  has  acquired  as  to  the  prin- 
ciples and  aims  of  Free-masonry;  no  greater  mistake  could  hMve 
been  made  than  to  assert  that  Free-masonry  denies  divine  revelation 
and  repudiates  dogmatical  religion. 

The  first  principle  of  Free-masonry  requires  the  recognition  of  a 
Sn])ronie  Being;  but  its  scope  is  not  limited  by  the  bounds  of  anj 
one  form  of  n-ligious  belief:  it  aims  at  extending  tbrooghout  the 


1884.]  APPENDIX.  145 

whole  human  family  the  principles  of  morality.  Brotherly  love,  re- 
lief and  truth  are  the  practices  it  inculcates;  obedience  to  the  civil 
authority,  and  a  positive  prohibition  of  plots  and  conspiracies  against 
the  State  are  enforced  by  its  rules- -to  deal  justly  with  all,  to  recog- 
nize that  all  have  equal  rights,  but  that  a  man's  honest  earnings, 
whetlior  of  position  or  wealth,  are  gifts  of  the  hui)reme  Being,  and 
thus  by  God's  as  well  as  man's  law,  should  be  secured  to  him;  this  is 
the  socialism  of  true  equality  we  preach,  and  endeavor  to  practice. 

Our  little  Province  has  not  many  points  on  which  it  can  boast  itself 
as  taking  a  lead,  but  it  is  able  to  advert  to  its  actions  as  the  pioneer 
in  the  removal  of  religious  disabilities;  and  we  own  an  honest  prido 
in  the  knowledge  that  men  of  different  denominations  can  here  live 
side  by  side,  without  permitting  their  sectarian  ditferences  which 
they  honestly  recognize,  to  cause  even  a  ripple  to  pass  over  the  sur- 
face of  their  social  or  political  life.  Few  communities  can  say  as 
much.  I  well  remember  the  late  Archbishop  Connolly,  in  an  address 
delivered  by  him  at  Pictou,  policing  out  that  we  had  ninety-nine  sub- 
jects on  which  our  sentiments  were  in  accord,  and  surely  it  was  not 
worth  while  always  to  be  harping  on  the  hundredth  on  which  we 
happen  to  differ  !  Our  lamented  friend  had  never  passed  within  the 
portals  of  a  Masonic  Lodge;  but  in  that  proposition  he  gave  expres- 
sion to  the  truest  Masonic  principles;  and  I  claim  in  this  as  an  expo- 
nent of  what  we  desire  to  inculcate,  and  thereby  enable  us  as  a  people 
to  practice  in  the  Province  what  we,  as  a  Craft,  desire  to  spe  univer- 
sally adopted  throughout  the  world. 

In  a  recent  address  delivered  by  Cardinal  Manning,  R.  C,  Arch- 
bishop of  Westminster,  in  London,  he  is  reported  to  have  said:  **If 
any  one  thing  had  given  to  the  Catholic  Church  in  the  last  fifty  years 
the  power  of  rising  again  above  the  opposition  and  prejudice  of  this 
country,  it  was  the  manifestation  of  the  undeniable  charity  of  their 
priests,  of  their  nuns  nursing  in  hosjntals  and  in  the  houses  of  the 
poor,  in  those  pestilential  dwellings  where  our  poor  were  ])oisoned 
and  extinguished,  and  of  the  generosity  and  self-denial  of  the  laitj'." 

Are  not  these  very  statements  and  arguments  applicable  to  the  sta- 
tus of  Masonry?  More  than  £42,000  are  subscribed  yearly  in  Eng- 
land by  Masonic  Lodges  towards  the  maintenance  of  aged  Free-ma- 
sons and  their  destitute  children  !  Enormous  sums  were  raised,  al- 
most in  a  moment,  in  the  Northern  States,  when  the  news  of  the  yel- 
low fevor  epidemic  in  Memphis  and  other  stricken  districts  reached 
the  men  of  the  North,  and  personal  service,  just  such  as  that  spoken 
of  bj'  Cardinal  Manning,  was  as  freely  rendered;  physicians  aban- 
doned lucrative  practices,  and,  accompanied  by  volunteer  nurses  to 
attend  the  helpless  hick,  took  their  lives  in  their  hands,  in  many 
cases  never  to  return,  and  pressed  down  to  fight  the  destroyer. 

It  is  most  unfortunate  that  an  ecclesiastic  who  is  supposed  to  speak 
with  such  authority,  should  have  been  led  to  bring  such  charges 
against  an  organization  which  he  can  only  know  from  ill-informed 
advisers. 

Like  all  other  institutions  of  men,  the  component  parts  are  fallible; 
hut  I  feel  justified  in  appealing  to  our  past  record,  and  to  the  princi- 
ples by  which  we  are  guided,  however  imperfectly  carried  out,  and  to 
the  certainty  that,  however  individuals  may  err,  the  Craft  as  a  body 
will  come  out  triumphantly  from  every  attack;  and  if  misreprosonta- 
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tions  follow  TIB,  we  will  follow  the  advice  of  John  Wesley,  and  live  it 
down. 

Brother  Laurie  was  again  made  Grand  Master,  and  Brother  B. 
Cnrren,  Grand  Secretary. 

There  was  an  excellent  report  from  the  committee  on  correspon- 
dence, bnt  they  seem  not  to  have  received  any  proceedings  from 
Alabama.  This  was  also  the  case  the  previous  year.  We  hope  that 
our  Grand  Secretary  will  make  an  effort  to  be  more  successful  in 
reaching  our  brethren  of  Nova  Scotia  the  next  time. 

NEVADA 

The  Twentieth  Annual  Communication  of  th^s  Grand  Lodge  was 
held  the  10th  day  of  June,  1884.  with  Andrew  Nicholls,  Grand  Mas- 
ter. Thirteen  lodges  were  represented.  The  jurisdiction  embraces 
twenty  lodges,  with  a  membership  of  1,17G,  being  seventy  less  than 
last  year. 

This  Grand  Lodge  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  the  photographic 
copy  of  the  Pennsylvania  Lodge  record. 

The  Grand  Master  says  : 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  intemperance  among  Masons  does  not  pre- 
vail to  any  great  extent  in  this  jurisdiction,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  time  will  soon  come  when  intemperance  and  gambling  will 
be  unknown  among  the  Craft.  Until  we  reach  that  standard,  my 
Brethren,  we  are  not  living  up  to  the  true  teachings  of  Masonry. 

In  consequence  of  financial  embarrassment,  or  rather  to  prevent 
any  such  contingency,  it  was  resolved  not  to  print  the  proceedings 
for  two  years,  so  we  will  hear  nothing  from  this  Grand  Lodge  until 
1886.  This  we  sincerely  regret,  and  hope  that  their  condition  may  so 
greatly  improve  as  to  warrant  the  setting  aside  this  resolution  at  the 
next  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

We  find  a  motion  made  to  amend  the  constitution  so  as  to  make 
their  Grand  Communications  biennial  instead  of  annual. 

Indeed  many  amendments  were  acted  upon  or  offered,  being  the 
bulk  of  the  business  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Brother  David  E.  Baily  was  made  Grand  Master,  and  Brother  John 
D.  Hammond,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  latter  presented  the  report  on  correspondence,  reviewing  the 
proceedings  of  Alabama  for  1883.  Of  our  anxiety  for  the  establish- 
ment of  an  Orphans'  Home,  he  says  : 

The  Orphans'  Home  charity  is  evidently  the  leading  Masonic  topic 
in  Alabama,  and  our  Brother  loses  no  opportunity  to  bring  it  forward. 
He  is  of  the  opinion,  and  we  are  inclined  to  agree,  that  even  in  these 


1884.1  APPENDIX.  147 

days  of  great  general  charity,  it  will  be  fonnd  impossible  to  continne 
any  such  institution  if  it  must  depend  on  voluntary  contributions. 
The  brethren  too  soon  become  weary  in  well  doing,  and  inscribed 
upon  the  door  will  be  found  (JarVuvjo  fuit. 

After  which  its  history,  deleiida  eM  Carthatjo. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

We  have  before  us  the  proceedings  of  the  Ninety-Seventh  Annual 
Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  State,  held  on  January 
8th,  1884,  with  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Robert  Bingham,  presiding,  and 
with  representatives  from  81  subordinates.  There  are  207  Lodges  at 
work,  whose  membership  numbers  6,707,  there  having  been  a  gain 
of  2C  during  the  year. 

The  maintenance  of  their  orphans'  home  engages  the  attention  of 
our  brethren  of  the  old  North  State.  BequeAts  to  the  fund  are  being 
mmle.  As  an  evidence  of  the  determination  of  our  brethren  there 
to  succeed,  we  copy  what  the  Grand  Master  did  for  this  asylum  : 

Finding  that  the  orphans  were  insufficiently  clothed,  and  that  there 
was  no  money  to  supply  the  deficiency,  I  asked  in  person  for  con- 
tributions in  material  from  the  proprietors  of  eighteen  (18)  factories 
of  cotton  and  woolen  fabrics,  taking  a  four  days*  trip  in  albuggv'  on 
one  occasion  tor  this  purpose  and  going  nearly  fifty  miles  from  the 
railroad.  I  corresponded  with  two  other  factory  owners  who  were 
too  far  to  be  reached  in  person.  It  was  my  purpose  to  reach  every 
factory  in  the  State;  but  some  are  too  far  to  justify  the  expense,  and 
quite  a  number  are  making  nothing  but  cotton  yarns,  which  are  not 
available.  Without  a  single  exception,  the  factory  owners  whom  I 
saw  or  wrote  to,  promised  contributions.  I  have  asked  brother  Mills 
to  make  an  itemized  report  of  what  was  received,  that  we  may  know 
whom  to  be  thankful  to,  and  that  I  may  know  whom  to  remind  of 
delayed  promises  to  the  orphans. 

With  determination  so  strong  and  zeal  so  warm  we  doubt  not  North 
Carolina  will  yet  succeed  in  the  permanent  establishment  of  her  pet. 
We  only  fear  that  before  this  is  fully  accomplished  the  Grand  Lodge 
will  allow  itself  to  be  led  astray  in  efforts  to  establish  **  reformatories 
for  young  men" — establishments  <*for  the  improvement  of  feeble 
minded  children,"  &c.,  as  has  already  been  urged  upon  them. 

Brother  Robert  Bingham  was  re-elected  Grand  Master,  and  Donald 
W.  Bain,  Grand  Secretary. 

No  report  on  correspondence. 

NEW  BRUNSWICK 

Held  its  Seventeenth  Grand  Annual  Communication  on  22d  April, 
1884,  with  Grand  Master  William  F.  Bunting  presiding,  and  with  rop- 
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resentatiTes  from  21  lodges.  There  nre  32  lodges  in  all,  embracing  a 
membership  of  1,916.  During  the  year  the  loss  was  61.  This  is,  in- 
deed, very  great. 

The  Grand  Master  having  issued  a  circular  letter  to  the  Lodges  re- 
quiring them  to  do  all  business  pertaining  to  the  Lodge  in  the  E.  A. 
degree,  as  required  by  the  constitution,  in  his  construction,  says, 
when  reporting  this  fact  to  the  Grand  Lodge  : 

In  order  that  I  might  be  fortified  in  the  stand  I  have  taken,  I  ad- 
dressed letters  to  the  Grand  Secretaries  of  England,  Ireland,  Scot- 
land, and  Canada,  requesting  them  to  favor  me  with  the  laws  and 
customs  regulating  membership  in  their  several  jurisdictions.  I 
have  their  replies,  which  they  very  kindly  and  very  readily  for- 
warded to  me. 

V.  W.  Brother  S.  H.  Gierke,  Grand  Secretary  of  England,  says  :— 
"Entered  apprentices  are  full  members  of  our  lodges.  'Ihey  can  be 
present  and  take  part  in  elections,  votes,  and  all  business  of  the 
lodge  generally,  which,  for  that  purpose,  is  always  done  in  the  first 
degree.  We  always  open  our  private  lodges  on  the  first  degree  and 
therein  read  the  minutes  and  do  clerical  business." 

W.  Brother  S.  B.  Oldham,  Deputy  Grand  Secretary  of  Ireland,  re- 
plies—*^  It  is  the  rule  that  all  subordinate  lodges  open  on  the  first 
degree,  and  if  there  is  business  to  be  don*-,  in  either  the  F.  C.  or  M 
M.  degree,  the  lodge  should  be  *  passed'  or  *  called  up,'  but  shcdd 
be  again  *  called  down.'  All  the  ordinary  business  of  the  lod^e - 
reading  minutes,  proposals  aud  ballot  for  members,  and  the  installa- 
tion of  officers,  is  done  in  the  first  degree  " 

V.  W.  Brother  John  J.  Mason,  Grand  Secretary  of  Canada,  states 
that  entered  apprentices  are  admitted  to  membership  in  their  lodges; 
they  are  entitled  to  be  present  and  take  part  in  the  business  transac- 
tions ;  and  that  lodges,  at  regular  communications,  are  opened  on  the 
E.  A.  degree,  the  minutes  put  for  confirmation  and  the  general  busi- 
ness transacted  in  an  E.  A.  lodge. 

The  Grand  Secretary  of  Scotland  did  not  favor  me  with  a  reply, 
which,  I  have  no  doubt,  arose  from  a  long  and  severe  attack  of  illness 
with  which  he  recently  suffered.  I  am,  therefore,  ignorant  of  the 
law  and  usage  there. 

Entered  apprentices  in  the  olden  time  were  entitled  to  and  exer- 
cised all  the  privileges  of  membership.  Their  being  debarred  from 
such  privileges  in  some  jurisdictions,  is  the  result  of  modern  legis- 
lation, and  is  an  inroad  upon  what  may  be  considered  a  landmark. 
The  ancient  law  in  this  connection,  and  the  earliest  written  law 
known  at  the  present  day,  is  found  in  Section  37  of  the  Constitutions 
of  1723,  viz.  :  *'Then  the  grand  master  shall  allow  any  brother,  fel- 
low craft,  or  apprentice,  to  speak,  directing  his  discourse  to  his  wor- 
ship ;  or  to  make  any  motion  for  the  good  of  the  fniternity." 

The  committee  on  recognition  of  sister  Grand  Lodges  reported 
adversely  to  recognizing  that  of  Victoria  or  of  Peru.  The  reasons 
given  are  sound,  and  we  gave  it  as  our  opinion  last  year  that  it  is  well 
to  make  haste  slowly  in  these  matters,  lest  we  become  entangled  by 
hasty  action. 
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Brother  John  Y.  Ellis  was  elected  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  and 
Brother  Edwin  J.  Wetmore  was  appointed  Grand  Secretary. 

• 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

M.  W.  Brother  John  Francis  Webster,  Grand  Master,  presided  over 
the  Ninety-Fifth  Annaal  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New 
Hampshiri*,  there  beinfi;  present  representatives  from  59  lodges  ;  total 
number  of  lodges  7G,  memb.ership,  80C5— gain  78. 

The  year  had  been  one  of  continued  prosperity  to  the  Craft. 

At  this  session,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Arizona  was  recognized  as  an- 
other star  in  tlie  constellation,  and  to  it  was  ''extended  the  hand  of 
fellowship  and  fraternal  greeting." 

New  Hampshire  is  making  some  progress  in  the  establishment  of 
an  oi-phan's  home.     Xhe  committee  report  having  procured  a  charter 
and  hope  soon  to  be  able  to  report  a  home,  but  they  state  : 

The  funds  for  the  Home  are  to  be  furnished  by  voluntary  contribu- 
tion, and  the  method  of  securing  the  needed  amount  is  one  of  the  sub- 
jects under  consideration. 

It  is  hoped  and  expected  that  bequests  may  be  made  by  brothers 
interested  in  the  success  of  the  undertaking,  and  the  authority  and 
accountability  of  the  Corporation  in  such  matters  is  ample  to  receive 
and  lawfully  control  any  such  charitable  gift.  The  committee  invite 
suggestions  from  the  Fraternity  and  contributions  at  such  time  as 
may  be  most  fitting. 

If  our  brethren  there  rely  for  the  funds  "upon  voluntary  contribu- 
tions," we  fear  for  the  result.  Do  we  not  see  that  thousands  are  sus- 
pended for  non-payment  of  dues,  and  if  they  will  thus  suffer  them- 
selves to  be  deprived  of  all  masonic  benefits  rather  than  pay  the  pal- 
try sums  required  of  them,  whence  may  the  voluntary  contributions 
come! 

Brother  John  F.  Webster  was  re-elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
George  P.  Cleaves  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  A.  8.  Wait  again  made  the  report  on  correspondence,  re- 
viewing the  proceedings  of  Alabama  for  1882  and  1883  giving  us  full 
notice. 

Under  Colorado  he  gives  his  views  of  the  position  occupied  by  a 
master  of  a  lodge,  thus  : 

Wo  suppose  the  relations  of  a  master  of  a  masonic  lodge  to  his  lodge 
at  labor  are  very  different  from  the  presiding  ofScer  of  an  ordinary 
assembly  to  that  over  which  he  presides.  The  province  of  the  latter 
is  simply  to  preserve  order  and  see  that  the  business  proceeds  accord- 
ing to  recognized  rules,  while  the  former,  as  the  name  imports  and 
the  origin  and  history  of  his  ofiice  demonstrates,  is  the  overseer  and 
director  of  the  work.    It  is  ^ith  him  alone  to  determine  when  the 
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work  shall  begin  and  when  it  shall  end.  When  open  for  labor,  it  is 
his  province  alone  to  determine  what,  or  whether  any  labor  shall  be 
done.  The  constitutions  of  masonry  and  the  particular  laws  of  his 
lodge  are  entrusted  to  his  keeping  and  he  is  responsible  for  their  pres- 
ervation and  for  their  faithful  observance.  With  these  powers  and 
these  responsibilities,  it  would  seem  to  us  strange  if  he  could  not  on 
any  and  all  occasions  inform  the  brethren  of  his  views,  or  if  he  could 
not  urge  upon  them  what  he  should  conceive  to  be  their  masonic 
duty.  It  seems  to  xm  the  view  of  this  subject  taken  by  the  commit- 
tee has  the  support  of  well  established  masonic  principle. 

We  find  him  holding  to  a  position  in  conflict  with  the  theory  of 
exclusive  jurisdiction.  He  held  under  Indian  Territory  that  a  major- 
ity of  lodges  within  any  specified  political  territory  may  organize  a 
Grand  Lodge,  but  that  to  compel  the  minority  to  acquiesce  in  tyran- 
ny, and  Free  masonry  does  not  warrant  tyranny. 

NEW  JER.SEY. 

M.  W.  and  Rev.  Henry  Vehslage,  Grand  Master,  opened  in  ample 
form  the  Ninety-Seventh  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge, 
there  being  present  representatives  from  140  lodges.  The  whole  num- 
ber of  lodges  is  150  ;  membership,  12.077  ;  gain,  178. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  with  the  singing  of  an  ode,  and 
closed  with  the  following  hymn  to  the  air  of  'Auld  Lang  Syne.' 

Come,  Brothers  of  the  mystic  tie. 

Join  in  a  parting  hymn 
Of  gratitude  to  God  on  high. 

The  Architect  Supreme. 
The  glorious  Architect  Supreme, 

To  whom  all  praise  is  due 
For  blessings  rare  vouchsafed  by  Him, 

And  mercies  ever  new. 

We  part,  perhaps  no  more  to  meet 

The  Brothers  whom  we  love. 
But  let  us  hope  each  one  to  greet 

In  the  Grand  Lodge  above. 
Adieu  !  adieu  !  each  Brother  dear. 

Each  Craftsman  tried  and  true  ; 
With  kindly  grasp  and  love  sincere, 

A  heart-warm,  fond  adieu  ! 

The  Grand  Master's  address  pertained  to  matters  of  local  interest 
only.  His  decisions  are  in  accordance  with  the  principles  enunciated 
by  our  Grand  Lodge. 

Rev.  Henry  Vehslage  was  re-elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
Joseph  H.  Hough,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  was  made  by  Bro.  James  A.  NoitoDf 
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in  it  reviewing  the  proceedingfl  of  Alabama  for  1882.  It  conveys  in  a 
very  succinct  manner  the  condition  of  the  Craft  in  the  various  juris- 
dictions, and  we  have  no  doubt  it  is,  as  it  ought,  *'to  be  read  in  the 
lodges." 

We  copy  from  under  Michigan  both  the  remarks  of  Brother  Innes, 
whose  strictures  on  the  ruling  of  the  Grand  Master  we  think  very 
unnecessarily  severe,  and  not  to  have  been  expected  from  so  urbane 
and  masonic  a  brother,  and  the  exceedingly  temperate  reply  of  Bro. 
Norton.     They  explain  themselves  : 

In  his  review  of  New  Jersey  Brother  Innes  devotes  three  pages  to 
Grand  Master  Martin's  address,  quoting  his  decisions  nnd  the  conclu- 
sion in  full.  Upwards  of  two  pages  of  our  report  on  Correspondence 
are  quoted  also.  The  fact  is  noted  that  Michigan  was  not  among  the 
proceedings  reviewed  by  us,  and  the  remark  added  :  **Perhap8  we 
[Michigan]  did  not  appear  in  a  constitutional  manner."  To  this  we 
reply  that  the  proceedings  of  Michigan  did  not  reach  us.  Bro.  Innes 
had  a  grievance,  and  the  wor^  constituiiorvd,  above  quoted,  was  made 
to  do  duty  in  giving  it  expression  ;  but  his  grievance  was  not  the 
result  of  anything  that  we,  as  reporter,  did  or  omitted  to  do.  It  had 
its  orgin  in  the  following  circumstance,  the  record  of  which  he  found 
in  the  procedings  of  New  Jersey  for  1882.  We  would  that  the  record 
and  the  memory  of  it  could  be  obliterated  : 

**  A  printed  communication  from  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Mich- 
igan appealing  for  aid  for  the  suffering  in  that  State  on  account  of  the 
great  fire  during  the  last  summer,  was  read,  and  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Master  decided  that  it  could  not  be  received,  as  it  was  not  properly 
signed  or  sealed." 

For  this  action  the  Grand  Master  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Jer- 
sey are  severely  criticised  by  Brother  Innes.     We  quote  : 

**It  passes  our  understanding  that  a  Grand  Lodge  would  permit  its 
Grand  Master  to  make  such  a  frivolous  ruling. 

"We  rejoice  that  New  Jersey  stands  alone.  To  her  alone  is  the 
stain.  To  her  alone  belongs  the  great  glory  (?)  of  turning  a  deaf  ear 
to  an  appt>al  for  charity,  upon  the  ground  that  it  was  not  in  conform- 
ity with  ner  constitutional  ideas. 

"Can  it  be  that  this  Grand  Master  was  so  for  removed  from  civili- 
zation—we truly  believe  he  was— that  the  telegraph,  with  its  light- 
ning speed,  did  not  inform  him  of  the  great  calamity  which  had  befal- 
len our  State?  Were  the  newspapers  all  removed  from  him  that  he 
did  not  get  his  information  from  that  source,  either  ? 

"Oh !  shame  on  New  Jersey  and  the  Grand  Officers  for  turning 
away  from  the  pleadings  of  a  suffering  people. 

"May  the  Great  I  Am  protect  New  Jersey  from  the  calamity  that 
befell  Michigan,  but  if  not,  may  He  put  it  in  the  heart  of  Michigan 
Masons  to  'heap  coals  of  fire'  on  their  heads  by  returning  good  for 
evil. 

"Oh  !  shame,  thrice  shame  on  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Jersey. 

"But,  while  criticising  the  acts  of  this  Grand  Body,  we  must  not 
be  unmindful  of  the  liberal  donation  made  by  Union  Lodge  No.  11, 
of  Orangn.     To  them  we  say,  God  blesn  you,  one  and  alL 

"We  hope  our  respected  Past  Grand  Master  Maynard,  who  is  New 
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Jersey's  Grand  Bepresentative,  will  retnrn  to  that  Body  his  parch- 
ment, find  that  in  future  no  communication  be  held  throni^h  that 
channel  with  a  Grand  Lodge  so  devoid  of  Masonic  charity.  We  leave 
the  subject  with  feelings  of  sorrow  and  shame." 

We  have  nothing  to  say  in  defense,  we  have  no  stomach  for  such 
an  enterprise  ;  all  there  is  left  us  is  the  hope  that  the  severity  of  the 
language  employed  by  our  good  Brother  may  excite  the  sympathy  of 
some  chivjilrous  defender  of  the  weak — there  are  persons  who  look 
with  complacency  upon  a  denial  of  charity  to  one  who,  when  dt-nied, 
threatens  and  scolds—  and  we  confess  to  have  found  some  relief  in 
the  fact  that  Brother  Innes  did  not  by  the  use  of  exclusive  kind  words 
completely  disarm  such  a  defender  in  advance.  This  is  the  only  com- 
fort we  can  extract  from  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  veryeqoiv- 
ocal  comfort  we  acknowledge  it  to  be. 

NEW  YORK. 

M.  W.  Grand  Master  J.  Edward  Simmons  opened  in  Ample  Form 
the  One  Hundred  and  Third  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  this  State,  with  representatives  present  from  no  less  than 
602  Lodges.  Whole  number  of  Lodges  in  this  jurisdiction,  715. 
Membership,  71,338— there  having  been  again  during  the  year  of  724. 

Of  the  applications  fr.r  recognition  by  new  Grand  Lodges,  so  abun- 
dant of  lat«  from  remote  regions,  the  Grand  Master  very  properlv 
says  that  the  old  Latin  adage,  \ftstina  lente,'  is  the  best,  as  follows: 

Generally  speaking,  it  will  be  found  that  the  only  change  of  im- 
portance during  the  past  year  is  in  the  increased  number  of  organi- 
zations, claiming  to  be  Grand  Lodges,  seeking  recognition  as  such. 
In  this  matter,  it  is  clearly  our  duty,  as  well  as  interest,  to  make  haste 
slowly,  and  infinitely  better  for  us  to  rely  upon  the  judgment  and  ex- 
perience of  our  Committ*'e.  which  for  many  years  has  made  this  sub- 
ject Its  special  study,  than  to  venture  upon  a  decision  based  upon  no 
accurate  data  to  warrant  its  adoption.  We  cannot  doubt  that,  with 
its  knowledge  and  experience,  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspond- 
ence will  give  us  a  larger  insight  to  foreign  affairs  than  we  could  oth- 
erwise obtain,  and,  thus  aided,  we  may  reasonably  hope  to  arrive  at 
proper  conclusions. 

He  dislikes  the  fact  that  many  Lodges  have  fixed  the  fees  and  dues 
so  small  ^\s  to  greatly  impair  their  usefulness;  and  among  other  well 
uttered  thoughts,  is  this: 

It  is  certain  that  such  inadequate  fees  and  dues  are  calculated  to 
impoverish  rather  than  build  up  the  fraternity,  and  unless  the  mem- 
bership is  unusually  large,  and  the  calls  for  charity  nnusnallv  frw. 
the  usefulness  of  a  Lodge  conducted  on  such  a  harrow,  economical 
basis  must  of  necessity  be  seriously  curtailed.  It  is  a  lamentjible 
fact  that  Masonry  in  this  State  is  too  cheap,  and  unless  a  more  hberil 
financial  policy  is  adopted,  its  value  as  a  charitable  institution  must 
depreciate,  and  its  moral  influence,  in  the  estimation  of  the  world, 
must  be  greatly  circumscribed. 
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Incleod  we  fear  thftt  not  in  New  York  only  are  these  though ts  appli- 
cable, but  elsewhere  also. 

He  announces  the  organization  of  an  association  termed  "Veritas," 
whose  object  seems  to  be  to  establish  another  body  among  German- 
American  Masons  at  variance  with  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  whose  first 
article  of  their  constitution  is: 

This  Grand  Lodge  has  supreme  and  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  all 
matters  qf  Ancient  Craft  Masonry  within  the  territorial  limits  of  the 
State  of  New  York. 

But  the  special  committee  to  whom  this  portion  of  the  address  was 
referred,  after  an  elaborate  report,  based  upon  a  very  searching  ex- 
amination of  the  question,  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  no  such  ob- 
ject as  independence  of  the  Grand  Lodge  is  intended  or  desirable, 
but  that  it  is  an  organization  solely  for  the  Masonic  improvement  of 
its  members. 

Brother  William  A.  Brodie  was  made  Grand  Master;  Brother  Ed- 
ward M.  L.  Ehlers  Grand  Secretary. 

The  report  on  correbpondence  is,  we  opine,  from  the  pen  of 
Brother  John  W.  Simons.  In  his  introduction,  speaking  of  the  evi- 
dent tender cyamono;  nations  not  speaking  our  language  to  adopt  the 
American  system  of  independent  Grand  Lodges,  he  says: 

It  is  a  consummation  most  devoutly  to  be  wished,  and  will  tend 
greatly  to  promote  the  homogeneity  of  the  craft.  Further  than  this, 
we  do  not  deem  it  possible  or  desirable  to  go;  for  we  can  never  make 
the  ritual  uniform,  do  what  we  will. 

NEBRASKA 

The  Twenty-seventh  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
was  held  on  24th  June,  1884,  S.  W.  Hayes  being  Grand  Master,  and 
representatives  from  95  Lodges.  In  this  jurisdiction  there  are  on  the 
poll  105  Lodges,  with  a  membership  of  5,274,  there  being  a  gain 
of  805. 

We  take  the  following  from  the  Grand  Master's  address,  because 
while  human  nature  is  the  same  everywhere,  it  can  find  application 
everywhere: 

With  very  few  exceptions,  our  lodges  have  enjoyed  peace  and  pros- 
perity. I  exceodin'^ly  regret  that  this  cannot  be  said  of  every  lodge 
within  our  jurisdiction.  There  are  some  weak  lodges,  unfortunate 
in  their  location,  perhaps,  or  in  the  material  of  which  they  are  com- 
posed. The  most  prolific  source  <»f  trouble  and  weakness  that  ex- 
ists—the most  to  be  deplored  because  so  entirely  foreign  to  the  prin- 
ciples and  teacliings  of  our  Fraternity,  is  that  evil  of  evils,  intemper- 
iince.     Fortunately,  and  to  our  credit,  it  can  be  said  of  our  lodges 
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that  bnt  very  few  of  them  have  been  troubled  from  this  cause.  The 
great  massas  of  the  Fraternity  are  free  from  this  vice;  bat  it  is  a  fact 
that  in  some  of  oar  lodges  there  are  notable  Instances  wherein  the 
excessive  use  of  intoxicating  drinks  has  sorely  afflicted  the  good  and 
trae  Mason  by  the  foothold  it  has  gained  here  and  there  in  the  ranks 
of  the  Fraternity,  bringing  trouble  and  discredit  to  the  craft,  and  de- 
terring good  and  true  men  from  knocking  at  oar  doors  for  admission. 
Brethren,  as  Masons  may,  as  lodges  can,  let  as  do  onr  best  to  extir- 
pate this  evil  from  our  midst;  so  that  when  a  man  is  known  to  be  a 
Mason,  it  shall  be  a  guarantee  that  he  is  temperate  and  discreet, 
worthy  of  trust,  and  faithful  to  his  vows;  a  man  temperate  in  habits, 
firm  in  the  right,  prudent  in  actionM,  and  just  to  himself  and  his  fel- 
low  men;  for  such,  and  such  alone,  can  in  the  fullest  sense  become 
just  and  upright  Masons. 

The  decisions  of  the  Grand  Master  were  generally  sound,  yet  we 
dissent  from  his  ruling  that  a  Lodge  may  reconsider  a  vote  for  Sec- 
tion of  officers,  and  herein  we  agree  with  the  Committee  on  Jorispm-. 
dence.  Some  of  them  we  do  not  fully  understand,  being  ignorant  of 
the  circumstances  calling  them  forth.  We  fully,  however,  agree  with 
him  that  the  refusal  to  pay  special  assessments,  even  when  made  to 
pay  expenses  incurred  in  the  care  of  the  sick,  cannot  subject  the 
brother  to  lodge  discipline.  The  Grand  Lodge,  however,  agreed  with 
the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  because  **no  good  Mason  will  re- 
fuse or  neglect  this  one  of  the  first  and  most  imperative  duties  of 
Masonry." 

W.  Brother  Benjamin  8.  Baker,  Grand  Orator,  delivered  a  suggest- 
ive address  on  the  origin  and  foundation  of  Masonry — that  it  took  its 
origin  from  the  Sun-worshippers. 

Brother  John  J.  Wemple,  Grand  Master,  and  William  B.  Bowen, 
Grand  Secretary. 

There  was  ro  report  on  correspondence. 

OHIO. 

The  Seventy-fourth  Annual  Communication  was  held  on  the  16th 
October,  1883,  Brother  Charles  C.  Eeifer  presiding,  and  with  repre- 
sentatives from  over  400  Chartered  Lodges.  Within  this  jurisdiction 
are  471)  lodges,  with  a  membership  of  31,359,  being  825  more  than  at 
the  last  report. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Arizona  was  recognized,  but  that  of  the  Brit- 
ish Colonial  Territory  of  Victoria  was  continued  to  the  next  Grand 
Communication. 

Brother  Joseph  M.  Goodspeed  was  elected  Grand  Master;  Brother 
John  D.  Caldwell  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  R.  £.  Richards  made  the  report  on  correspondence,  Ala- 
bama for  1882  being  among  the  proceedings  reviewed. 
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Uoder  Ransan,  he  says: 

We  are  becoming  more  tolerant  to  each  other's  opinions,  and  "pro- 
gress" is  the  watchword  everywhere.  If  you  do  not  believe  as  I  do, 
you  are  not  necessarily  to  be  damned  for  it.  We  have  no  doubt 
whatever  that  if  our  fathers,  who  thought,  wrought,  and  taught  so 
and  so,  in  their  time  were  here  to-day,  they  would  see  things  differ- 
ently, because  they  were  m^n  of  broad  views;  would  see  theni^as 
thousands  of  our  purest  and  best  minds  are  beginning  to  see  them, 
as  the  light  dawns  and  becomes  intensified  with  each  succeeding  hour. 

The  Brother  says  well— but  change  is  marked  upon  all  finite 
things — there  is  no  absolute  fixedness;  neither  is  Ifasonry  without  it. 
It  is  not  to-day  what  it  waa  yesterday,  nor  is  it  what  it  will  be  to- 
morrow. Its  principles  are  indestructible,  and  as  they  are  of  divine 
origin,  so  far  may  Masonry  also  be  regarded  as  of  the  same.  But  it 
•  was  designed  for  man's  benefit,  and  as  the  circumstances  which  sur- 
round us  change,  so  must  the  methods  of  conferring  benefits  change. 

OREGON. 

Grand  Master  W.  T.  Wright  opened  in  Ample  Form  the  Grand 
liodge  of  Oregon  on  the  10th  day  of  June,  1884,  with  representatives 
from  67  Lodges  present.  There  are  in  all  68  Chartered  Lodges,  with 
a  membership  of  3,178,  having  a  gain  of  197. 

Of  the  condition  of  Masonry  there,  the  Grand  Master,  in  his  ad- 
dress, says: 

Our  gratitude  is  especially  due  for,  and  I  congratulate  you  upon,  the 
continued  prosperity  and  harmony  of  the  fraternity  of  this  jurisdic- 
tion. The  reports  will  show  a  handsome  and  healthy  increase  of 
membership —an  increa-^e  greater  than  ever  before — and  the  year  has 
been  one  of  unprecedented  harmony  among  the  brethren. 

We  rejoice  to  see  the  following  sentiment  in  relation  to  the  indis- 
criminate appearance  of  Lodges,  as  such,  growing  and  pervading  so 
many  jurisdictions: 

•  *  •  While  I  believe  that  we,  as  Masons,  should  be  good  citi- 
zens, true  to  our  government^  and  should  at  all  times  display  that 
patriotism  which  assures  our  love  of  country  and  our  pride  of  Amer- 
ican citizenship,  yet  I  do  not  believe  that  it  is  appropriate  to  appear 
iu  Masonic  clothing  and  march  in  procession  on  any  other  than  a 
strictly  Masonic  occasion. 

He  recommenced  the  recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Victoria, 
and  the  Committee   on  Correspondence  having  reported  favorably 
thereon,  the  Masonic  Grand  Lodge  of  Victoria  was  duly  recognized 
and  greeted  as  such. 
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In  reference  to  the  establishment  of  a  Masonic  Home,  we  find  the 
following  : 

The  Special  Committee  on  Masonic  Home  presented  a  report, 
recommending  the  levy  of  a  per  capita  tax  of  ten  cents,  for  a  bnild- 
ing  fund,  and  that  the  money  now  on  hand,  from  the  Ohio  rehef 
fand,  be  placed  in  the  treasury  to  the  order  of  the  Home  fund. 
After  a  lengthy  discnssion,  Brother  D.  P.  Mason  presented  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  which  was  read,  and  upon  motion,  adopted  : 

Eesolved,  That  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Masonic  Home  be, 
and  the  same  is,  hereby  indefinitely  postponed,  and  that  the  money 
returned  to  the  Grand  Secretary  by  the  relief  committee  of  the  Ohio 
flood  sufferers,  be  distributed  among  the  lodges  in  proportion  to  the 
amount  given  by  each  lodge. 

Brother  David  P.  Mason  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
Frelon  J.  Babcock,  Grand  Secretary. 

P.  G.  Master  S.  F.  Chadwick  made  the  report  on  Correspondence, 
and  in  it  we  find  a  review  of  our  proceedings  for  1883.  Although  we 
have  been  so  firm  in  our  declaration  that  uniformity  of  work  could 
never  be  attained,  and  that  it  was  an  *  ignis  fahius  '  luring  us  to  the 
passage  of  decrees  that  would  beget  distrust  leading  to  disgust,  yet 
we  fully  agree  with  our  most  worshipful  brother  that — 

It  should  be  the  aim  of  lodges  to  get  as  near  together  as  possible 
on  this  point,  and,  above  all  things,  to  preserve  the  features  of  the 
lectures,  though  the  words  may  be  a  little  different  when  expressing 
the  same  idea. 

The  report  is  dictated  by  a  genuine  spirit  of  charity  and  good  will, 
and  Brother  Chadwick  may  well  say  : 

And  as  our  pen  has  not  been  dipped  in  the  spirit  of  gall  or  worm- 
wood, we  trust  no  brother  will  imagine  that  he  discovers  a  shade  of 
either  in  a  single  line  we  have  written. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

At  the  various  quarterly  communications  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
this  State  the  (question  of  the  establishment  of  a  Home  for  disabled 
Masons,  their  widows  and  orphans  was  discussed,  and  at  the  annual 
communication  held  on  the  27th  December,  under  the  direction  of 
the  R.  W.  Grand  Master,  Conrad  B.  Day,  sixty-four  Lodges  being 
represented,  the  Grand  Lodge  approves  of  a  **  Masonic  Home  on 
general  principles,  recommends  that  the  Grand  Lodge  take  no  part 
in  mHinttUDing  or  supporting  such  a  Home,  but  refers  the  subject  to 
the  consideration  of  individual  brethren,  and  the  tabordinate 
Lodges."    There  are  383  Lodges,  with  a  membership  of  3S,829.    The 
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gain  since  last  returns  was  very  largo,  but  we  have  no  method  of  ar- 
rivinjT  at  a  correct  estimate. 

How  well  does  the  Grand  Master  say  : 

I  have  discouraged  all  applications  for  Warrants  for  new  Lodges, 
believing  th:it  at  this  time  we  have  Lodges  enough.  It  is  far  belter 
for  the  Craft  to  strengthen  and  build  up  and  increase  the  power  and 
induence  for  good  of  the  Lodges  already  in  existence,  than  to  create 
new  ones  which,  in  mauy  cases,  would  have  a  hard  struggle  to  exist, 
and  their  Masonic  life  be  in  a  constant  peril. 

Far  better  is  it,  in  my  jud*^ment,  to  have  a  strong,  active  and  pros- 
perous Lodj^o,  of  two  or  three  hundred  members,  than  three  or  four 
small  Lodges,  in  more  or  less  proximity,  striving  with  each  other  for 
existence. 

It  would  be  well  if  more  Grand  Masters  entertained  the  same  opin- 
ions. Indeed  we  have  long  entert^iined  the  opinion  that  dispensa- 
tionp  for  the  formation  of  new  lodges,  were  too  readily  given.  "In 
union  there  is  strength,"  should  be  recollected  by  masons,  as  by  pro- 
fanes. 

The  Grand  Master  decides  that : 

A  Lodge  can  remit  dues  and  restore  to  good  Masonic  standing,  one 
'who  has  been  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues. 

Brother  Conrad  B.  Day,  Grand  Master,  Brother  Michael  Nisbet, 
Ixrand  Secretary. 

Brother  Richard  Vaux  presented  the  report  on  correspondence, 
whose  introduction  is  indeed  very  beautiful  and  suggestive.  From  it 
we  copy  his  salutation  and  exhortation  to  his  brethren  of  the  quill. 

We  salute  our  esteemed  and  distinguished  Brethren,  the  Chairmen 
of  the  Committees  of  Correspondence,  with  whom  we  have  held 
delightful  association,  with  the  truest  and  most  sincere  fraternal 
regard. 

SVe  tain  would  believe  we  were  with  them  in  the  body,  as  in  spirit, 
while  we  have  been  communing  with  them.  We  confess  the  warm- 
est feelings  of  confraternity  as  we  now  write  to  tht  m.  It  is  no  per- 
functory task,  these  annual  greetings,  as  we  feel  and  believe.  No, 
Brethren  !  Selected  to  interchange  communications  on  behalf  of  our 
respective  Grand  Lodges,  there  should  exist  a  personal  affinity  as  well 
as  a  fraternal  tie. 

As  in  the  olden  times,  in  many  places,  our  Craft  met  on  the  hill-top 
for  its  esoteric  work,  and  placed  protection  and  warning  where  both 
were  deemed  essential  for  security,  so  we  are  i)laced  rounj  about  our 
Temples  to  piotect  and  guard  the  Craft,  and  give  the  alarm,  if  ever 
needed,  of  the  approach  ot  hurtful  intluences. 

Now  and  then  we  are  called  to  perform  this  duty.  It  is  always 
effectual.  At  the  first  cry  these  hostile  intruders  tako  to  flight.  So 
long  as  we  hold  our  position  with  courage,  courtesy  and  watchfulness, 
the  Brethren  are  free  from  insidious  or  open  invasions  of  the  sanc^ 
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tity  of  their  Temples.  Onrs,  then,  dear  Brethren,  is  a  most  respon- 
sible trust. 

There  are  other  obligations  that  rest  upon  us. 

We  are  to  use  all  possible  means  to  preserve  inviolate  our  ancient 
Landmarks,  prevent  the  inroad  of  any  innovaHon  ;  use  all  our  efforti 
to  preserve  unity,  peace  and  harmony  in  the  Fraternity  ;  conrteonsly, 
but  with  courage,  treat  questions  of  masonic  importance  that  may 
tend  to  these  injurious  consequences  ;  and  never  cease  to  elevate  the 
character  of  Freemasonry,  and  bring  to  the  Craft  the  harvested  fruit 
and  grain  of  Masonic  seed  so  sown  as  to  yield  a  hundred  fold. 

Pardon  us,  dear  Brethren,  for  this  salutation.  It  comes  out  of  weak- 
ness, but  in  the  fullness  and  strength  of  our  Masonic  faith. 

His  notice  of  Alabama  for  1882  is  very  full,  quoting  liberaUy  and 
approvingly  from  Grand  Master  Cobb's  address.  And  gracefully, 
decorously,  and  fraternally  lading  **&  sprig  of  Acacia  upon  the  grave 
of  Brother  Oliver  8.  Beers." 

PRINCE  EDWARD  ISLAND. 

W^e  have  in  one  pamphlet  the  proceedings  of  the  Semi-annual  and 
the  Eighth  Annual  Communications  of  this  Grand  Lodge.  1  he  first 
was  held  on  2l8t  December,  1881,  and  the  latter  on  the  2oth  June, 
1883 ;  over  both  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  John  Yeo,  presided.  At  the 
first  there  were  seven  Lodges  of  their  twelve  represented,  and  at  the 
latter,  eight  Lodges. 

The  tubular  statement  made  at  the  former  showed  that  in  1881 
there  were  518  M.  M.,  and  in  1882,  496— loss,  22.  During  this  period 
there  were  21  raised,  20  dimitted,  6  missing. 

The  E'ghth  Annual  Communication  was  held  on  25  June,  1883.  The 
returns  of  1882  show  49G  M.  M.,  and  those  at  this  commuuication 
show  454— loss,  42—11  raised,  31  dimitted.  On  this  subject  the 
Grand  Master  says  : 

You  will  find  by  the  returns  Irom  the  subordinate  lodges  that  in 
most  instances  there  is  a  decrease  in  membership.  With  our  small 
population  and  limited  extent  of  territory  we  cannot  expect  a  rapid 
increase  to  our  numbers;  but  you  will  observe  the  falling  off  is  largely 
owing  to  suspensions  for  non-payment  of  dues.  It  is  a  matter  of 
great  regret  that  we  have  brethren  amongst  us  who  so  lightlv  value 
the  great  privileges  and  honor  of  our  association.  I  believe  tLe  does 
are  pltced  at  the  lowest  possible  price,  and  can  easily  be  paid  each 
year  by  any  brotuer  unless  sick  or  absolutely  needy.  If  we  have 
any  Kueh  amongst  us  I  feel  sure  they  will  receive  that  forbearnnce 
which  they  merit.  I  particularly  call  the  attention  of  the  Worship- 
ful Masters  to  the  question  of  dues  with  the  nope  that  some  means 
may  be  devised  to  collect  more  promptly,  and  thus  prevent  a  lan;« 
accumulation  of  arreas  which  generally  ends  in  suspension. 
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Brother  John  Yeo  was  made  Grand  Master,  and  Brother  G.  W. 
Wakeford,  Grand  Secretary. 
No  report  on  correspondence. 

0 

We  are  gratified  upon  taking  in  hand  the  pamphlet  containing  .the 
proceedings  of  the  Ninth  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand 
Lodge  to  find  that  the  tide  in  Masonry  in  this  jurisdiction  has  turned, 
and  that  the  flood  was  beginning  to  flow.  Instead  of  a  loss  we  chron- 
icle a  gain,  small,  indeed,  but  in  contrast  with  the  last  two  reports. 
The  gain  was  three,  and  where  there  were  twenty-one  raised  there 
were  but  four  dimitted.  Let  us  hope  that  this  change  may  continue 
and  increase.  This  communication  was  held  on  24th  June,  1884, 
with  Grand  Master  Yeo  in  the  East,  and  representatives  from  seven 
lodges. 

Brother  John  Yeo  was  again  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
B.  Wilson  Higgs,  Grand  Secretary — Brother  Wakeford,  former  Grand 
Secretary,  baving  been  made  R.  W.  D.  Grand  Master. 

QUEBEC. 

The  Fourteenth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Quebec  was  held  under  the  direction  of  M.  W.  Brother  E.  R.  John- 
son, Grand  Master,  with  47  Lodges  represented.  The  total  number 
of  Lodges  is  58,  with  a  membership  of  2,840,  there  having  been  an 
increase  siuce  last  returns  of  58. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  this  Grand  Lodge  has  met  with  constant 
difficulties  in  the  exercise  of  sovereign  power  within  her  jurisdiction, 
because  of  three  lodges  holding  obedience  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
England.  It  had,  also,  three  subject  to  Scotland,  but  these  have 
surrendered  their  charters  and  now  hold  under  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Quebec.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  however,  and  her  three  sub- 
ordinates within  the  Province  are  now,  and  have  from  the  beginning, 
given  much  annoyance  to  this  Grand  Lodge.  The  forbearance  dis- 
played by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  excites  our  warmest  admira- 
tion. A  point  however  may  be  reached  where  forbearance  ceases  to 
be  a  virtue,  and  this  Grand  Lodge  has  concluded  that  this  point  has 
at  last  been  reached,  and  has  authorized  its  Grand  Master,  under 
certain  circumstances  to  exercise  all  the  powers  properly  within  his 
ma.sonic  reach  to  bring  those  denying  to  a  full  sense  of  the  authority 
of  the  Grand  Lodge. 
We  copy  from  the  address  the  following  : 

During  the  past  year  articles  have  appeared  denouncing;  the  frater- 
nity in  no  measured  terms.  We  have  been  accused  of  shielding  and 
covering  other  secret  organizations  with  our  mantle.     I  have  not 
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deemed  it  mv  dnty  to  controvert  such  assertions,  trnsting  to  the 
working  of  the  order  to  dispel  these  delusions.  In  this  Province,  as 
elsewhere,  we  seek  to  accomplish  good,  not  to  sow  the  seeds  of  dis- 
cord and  evil.  We  know  no  Isms,  either  in  theology,  politics  or 
society.  We  submissively  yield  obedience  to  the  powers  that  be. 
whether  in  Church  or  State.  We  assail  no  man's  convictions.  We 
seek  not  converts.  We  acknowledge  one  God,  and  the  Bible  as  his 
revealed  will.  We  believe  in  His  Fatherhood  and  the  brotherhood 
of  man.  W'e  most  emph;itically  deny  that  we  are  in  fellowship  or 
communion  with  any  other  secret  society. 

CONCLUSION. 

The  yenr  now  closing  has  been  one  of  anxiet.v,  trial  and  perplexity. 
Those  who  know  us  not  have  spoken  ill  of  us.  But  our  tiercest  as- 
sailants have  been  from  within.  They  have  been  wicked  and  mali- 
cious. They  have  brought  reproach  on  this  time-honored  institn- 
tion.  They  have  caused  the  finger  of  scorn  to  bo  pointed  at  us. 
They  have  caused  the  inquiry, — Where  now  are  your  principles? 
They  have  caused  our  hitherto  good  name  and  legal  sUiius  to  be  ques- 
tioned. Theirs  be  the  responsibility.  Freemasonry  in  the  past  has 
undergone  trying  ordtals,  and  has  come  forth  triumphunt.  IMsconr- 
agement  and  failure  are  not  emblazoned  on  our  standard.  Faithfully, 
earnestly  let  us  pursue  the  even  tenor  of  our  way,  liv'nrj  ratht?r  than 
talking  Slasonry.  Continuing  such  a  course,  victory  will  attend  onr 
efforts. 

Brother  £.  R.  Johnson  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
John  H.  Isaacson,  Grand  Secretary. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

The  "  M.  W.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Most  Ancient  and  Honorable 
Society  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  for  the  State  of  Rhode  Island 
and  Providence  Plantations,"  assembled  in  il«  Ninety-Third  Commu- 
nication on2lst  May,  1883,  with  the  M.  W.  Thomas  Vincent,  Grand 
Master  of  Masons,  presiding,  32  Lodges  being  represented.  Within 
the  jurisdiction  are  35  Lodges,  with  a  membership  of  3,72*2:  gain,  87. 

We  find  the  Grand  Master  by  dispensation  setting  aside  the  require- 
ments of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  many  cases.  S>ich  as  allowing  a  can- 
didate to  be  advanced  "  without  requiring  him  to  make  the  pro- 
ficiency" in  the  preceding  degree,  "  as  required  by  Art.  VII,  Sec.  15, 
of  the  couHtitution  of  our  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge." 

Authorizing  a  Lodge  to  receive  a  second  petition  for  the  degrees 
before  the  expiration  of  the  time  provided. 

To  allow  a  Lodge  to  confer  a  degree  on  **  one  mere  candidate  than 
the  number  allowed  by  the  Grand  Constitution,"  <tc.,  &,c. 

What  will  those  saj'  who  hold  that  a  Grand  Master  has  no  prerog- 
ativt's  but  must  travel  only  in  the  path  laid  down  in  the  Grand  Con- 
stitution! 
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In  looking  over  the  reports  of  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Musters 
VfQ  find  many  instances  M'here  the  Lodges  held  social  gatherings,  at 
which  were  not  only  the  members  but  their  families.  We  like  this 
cultivation  of  the  social  element  in  Masonry,  and  which  we  fear  has 
been,  and  is  too  much  neglected  by  masons.  By  this  means  an  '*espr'd 
'du  corpsy"  calculated  to  bo  productive  of  much  good,  would  be 
Aroused. 

The  Grand  Lodges  of  Arizona,  and  of  Colon  and  Cuba,  were 
recognized. 

Peru  was  not,  because  **le8S  than  a  majority  oJf  *U  tiie  Lodges  in 
Peru  acted"  in  its  establishment,  and  for  other  reasons. 

Brother  Lyman  Klapp  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
£dwin  Baker  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

Tho  Committee  on  Correspondence  reported  only  on  Arizona, 
Ontario,  Peru,  and  Utah. 

SOUTH  CAEOLINA. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Seventh  Annual  Communication  of  the 
Orand  Lodge  of  this  State  was  held  on  December  11th,  1883,  presided 
over  by  M.  W.  Grand  Master  John  D.  Kennedy,  there  being  present 
roj.rcsentatives  from  132  Lodges.  The  jurisdiction  comprises  108 
•Lodges,  with  a  membership  of  5,201.  There  has  here  been  a  loss  of 
three  lodges,  and  of  membership,  242. 

The  Grand  Master  does  not  think  the  condition  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
•of  New  South  Wides  is  such  as  to  warrant  him  in  recommending  its 
^recognition.  Nor  does  he  think  that  Peru  stands  in  any  much  better 
attitude  though  his  sympathies  are  with  them  in  their  efforts  to 
^* emancipate  themselves  from  the  thraldom  of  Grand  Orients  and 
Oouncils," 

Of  the  utility  of  foreign  correspondence  he  thus  speaks  : 

I  am  more  than  ever  impressed  with  the  usefulness  of  our  Foreign 
"Correspondence,  and  commend  to  your  careful  consideration  the  very 
■able,  instructive  and  methodical  report  which  our  Right  Worshipful 
•Grand  Secretary  has  prepared.  In  it  you  will  perceive  what  is  traus- 
.piring  in  other  jurisdictions,  the  status  of  Masonry  in  their  midst, 
and  the  questions  which  are  agitating  them,  together  with  their  esti- 
mate of  ourselves,  as  a  Grand  Lodge.  It  not  only  tends  to  enlighten, 
but  to  stimulate  us.  You  will  perceive  that  upon  two  great  questions, 
viz:  The  doctrines  of  perpetual  allegiance  and  physical  qualification 
many  Grand  Lodji^es  have  relaxed  the  rigidity  of  their  former  rules. 
Wo  stand  where  we  have  ahvavs  stood,  with  unalterable  devotion  to 
them,  as  landmarks,  too  venerable  and  right  to  be  departed  from. 
Conscious  of  the  correctness  of  our  position,  and  assured  of  their 
beneficent  influence  on  true  Craft  Masonry,  may  the  day  never  come 
vheii  this  Grand  Body  will  Kaucliou  a  doparturo  from  either  of  them. 

11 
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The  great  difficulty  with  which  this  Grand  Lodge  has  to  contend, 
and  which  rests  upon  her  like  an  incnbas,  weighing  down  her  ener- 
gies and  thwarting  her  best  desires,  is  her  debt,  of  which  we  mad» 
mention  last  year^  The  Grand  Master  urged  the  adoption  of  the 
plan  introdaced  liist  year  to  relort  like  Cveorgia  and  Indiana  to  bien- 
nial sessions  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  bnt  the  Grand  Lodge  did  not  ap- 
prove of  it«  She  most  then  continae  to  straggle  and  otmp  sympathies 
are  with  her. 

Communications'  from  the  ^*  Independent  Grand  Symbolic  Lodge 
of  Mexico,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Ancient  Free  and  Accept^^l 
Masons  of  the  Republic  of  Peru."  weie  referred  to  a  conrmilteo  who 
reported  nnfavorably  to  recognition. 

After  the  election  of  officers  the  Grand  Lodge  was  closed  on  the 
third  degree  and  opened  on  the  K  A.  degree,  when  Brother  W.  W. 
Humphreys  wa»  installed  M.  W.  Gvand  Master,  and  Brother  Charles 
Inglesby,  Grand  Seeretary. 

Brother  Inglesby  presented  the  report  on-  correspondence;  a  well 
written  and  judicious  selection  from  the  several  proceedings,  and  at 
the  same  time  curtly  giting  a  very  eomplele  Aotroo  oi  all  their  acts 
and  doings. 

TEXAS. 

B.  W.  D.  GraBd  Master,  Wm.  H.  Nichols,  presided  over  tbe  Fortj- 
eighth  Annual  Commnnication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  State, 
with  representatives  from  103^  Lodgea  There  are  467  Lodges  within^ 
the  jurisdiction,  and  17,514  members,  there  barring  been  a  gain  of  2.59. 

There  scem»  to  be  a  speck  of  trouble  on  the  western  border  of  the 
State.  It  is  indicated  in  a  ruling  which  we  q^iote;  b*U  the  Texaf? 
brethren  have  fully  demonstrated  that  they  know  how  to  take  care  of 
the  interests  of  Masonry,,  and  we  need  lear  no  evil  from  it : 

7.  I  have  decided  that  Masons  who  belonged  to  Lodges  working 
under  the  sanction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  France,  or  under  a  regular 
conr.tituted  Lodge  working  in  the  Ancient  Bite  of  Heroden  of  Scot- 
land, otberwiHe  known  as  the  '*Scotti8h  Bite,"  may  be  permitted  to 
affiliate  in  our  Lodges,  for  such  I  understand  to  be  th«  resolution 
passed  by  this  Grand  Lodge  in  1844  (see  Sayles"*  Jurisprudence  of 
Texas,  page  248),  and  which  has  never  been  repealed.  I  have  also 
stated  that  this  CiTUud  Lodge  did  not  recognize  th«  '^National  Mexi- 
can Rite,  nor  any  Lodge  working  under  the  Grand  Orient  of  France.** 
These  are  questions  continually  arising  in  Lodges  Situated  near  oar 
Mexican  border. 

This  is  from  the  address  of  M.  W.  Brother  Charles  Stewart.  Granif 
IVtfiKtor,  who  was  ciUlod  away  from  the  State  a  shoit  time  before  the 
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assembling  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  but  who  sent  hiB  address  to  that 
body. 

We  qurtte  the  following  from  the  conclasion  of  D.  G.  M.  Nichols* 
address,  for  itH  beauty: 

May  the  fruits  of  our  labor  at  this  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge  tend 
to  bring  happiness  and  contentment  to  all  the  Craft,  here  and  else- 
where. 

To  that  end,  I  give  it  to  you  strictly  in  charge: 

Let  all  private  animosities,  if  any  unhappily  exist,  give  place  to  af- 
fection and  brotherly  love,  graciously  commending  one  to  another 
within  the  walls  of  Masonry,  >ind  without  in  these  fence-catting 
limes,  the  'roldon  Uule,  beautifully  amplified  in  an  old  Indian  man- 
•nscript,  as  follows: 

Happy  is  the  man  who  hath  sown  in  his  breast  the  seed  of  benevo- 
lence; the  produce  thereof  shall  be  charity  and  love. 

From  the  fountain  of  his  heart  shall  rise  rivers  of  goodness,  and 
the  streams  shall  overflow  for  the  benefit  of  mankind. 

He  assisteth  the  poor  in  their  troubles;  he  rejoiceth  in  furthering 
the  prosperity  of  all  men. 

He  censureth  not  his  neighbor;  he  bolieveth  not  their  tales  of  envy 
•and  malevolence,  neithc?r  repeateth  their  slanders. 

Ho  forgiveth  the  injuries  of  men,  he  wipeth  th-m  from  his  reraem- 
"brauce;  revenge  aud  malice  have  no  place  in  his  heart. 

For  evil,  he  returnoth  not  evil-;  he  hateth  not  even  his  enemies,  bat 
*equiteth  their  injustice  with  friendly  admonition. 

The  griefs  and  antietics  of  men  excite  his  compassion;  he  endeav- 
x)reth  to  alleviate  the  weight  of  their  misfortunes,  and  the  pleatiure  of 
success  rewardeth  his  labor. 

He  Ciihiieth  the  fury;  he  hcaleth  the  quarrels  of  angry  men,  and 
^reventeth  the  mischief  of  strife  and  animosity. 

He  promoteth  iu  bis  neighborhood  peace  and  good  will,  and  his 
name  is  repeated  with  praise  and  benediction. 

May  the  benign  genius  of  the  Alystic  Art  preside  over  our  Councils, 
•and  under  hc^  s^^ay  let  us  act  with  a  dignity  becoming  the  high 
moral  character  of  our  venerable  Institution.     Amen. 

This  Grand  Lodge  requires  its  Committee  on  Work  to  meet  one 
^eek  before  the  Grand  Annual  Communication  to  instruct  such  offi- 
-cers  of  Lodges  as  may  present  themselves  to  it. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Victoria  was  recognized. 

This  Grand  Lodge  annually  holds  a  Lodge  of  Sorrow  to  commemo- 
rate the  virtues  of  the  various  brethren  of  the  several  Lodges  who 
may  have  died  during  the  year,  and  to  mourn  over  their  loss. 

Brother  J.  K.  P.  Gillaspie  made  the  report  on  correspondence— his 
^umiden  effort  -which  he  thus  introduces; 

Now,  it  is  as  laborious  to  compile  a  good  report  on  the  Foreign  Af- 
tfuirs  of  the  Ancibnt  Cuaft  as  to  write  a  *'book;"  and  as  seldom  ac- 
com])lished  with  satisfaction.  But  it  is  not  like  the  book-maker,  a 
Molf-iuiposo«l  ta><k,  and  therefore  there  is  extenuation.     The  Grand 
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Master,  the  Grand  Overseer  of  all  the  Work,  appoints  each  to  Ljr  par- 
ticular task,  and  it  is  tke  ready  obedience  which  shows  the  beauty  of 
its  organization. 

Alabama  i6  folly  and  courteously  reviewed,  and  a  deserved  tribute 
paid  to  the  memory  of  Brother  O.  8.  Beers. 

Our  Brother  makes  a  verj'  complete  and  eicellent  report,  and  if 
we  may  judge  by  this,  his  first,  those  that  follow  will  eclipse  many 
an  older's  production.     We  give  his  conclusion : 

At  last  our  task  is  finished.  Whether  it  will  be  pronounced  well  or 
not  wo  ciinnot  now  say,  but  in  any  event,  will  any  Brother  blame  u» 
for  the  sigh  of  relief  that  escaped  us  ? 

The  writer  hereof  has  just  made  his  entry,  so  to  speak,  into  the 
great  Masonic  world,  and  though  a  mark  to  be  shot  at,  he  hopes  the 
brethren  will  load  their  pieces  as  charitably  as  possible.  The  only 
idea  which  ha»  sustained  the  Entered  Apprentice  in  this  most  hazard- 
ous and  laborious  undertaking  was  the  fact  thikt  all  things  are  transi- 
tory, and  sooner  or  later  the  Masters  will  pass  away,  and  then  there 
must  be  some  one  to  take  their  stations. 

It  was  said  in  the  outset  of  this  report  that  we  only  indulge  our- 
selves in  the  anticipation  of  the  reward  of  a  duty  fully  performed,  ac- 
cording to  the  opportunity  and  our  abilities.  I  again  refer  to  this, 
hoping  it  may  be  l>oriie  in  mind  by  those  brethren  whose  duty  may 
call  them  to  criticise. 

We  now  dismiss  our  friend»,  who  have  been  so  companionable 
during  the  period  of  the  progress  of  this  report,  and  say — farewell. 

TENNESSEE. 

The  Grand  Ix)dg8  of  Tennessee  held  its  Seventieth  Annual  Com- 
munication on  the  2iHh  day  of  January,  1€>84,  with  Grand  Master 
Newton  W.  McConnell  presiding,  and  representatives  from  328 
Lodges.  The  entire  number  of  Lodges  is  410,  with  a  total  member- 
ship of  15,434,  being  a  net  gain  of  69. 

We  have  read  no  address  made  by  any  Grand  Master  with  more 
care  and  deep  thought  than  Brother  Newton's.  It  has  struck  a  sym- 
pathetic chord  in  our  breast,  and  he  seems  to  have  taken  a  very 
proper  course  to  diminish  the  withdrawals  if  be  cannot  reclaim  the 
non-affiliates.  In  introducing  a  circular  letter  which  ho  sent  to  the 
several  >LvsterH  of  Lodges,  he  made  the  following  remarks,  which  we 
commend  to  the  consideration  of  all  our  Brethren: 

Free- masonry  only  hopes  to  win  membere  from  among  the  good  and 
noble  of  the  world  by  the  devotion  of  its  members  to  its  principles. 
It  plants  a  vineyard,  and  says  to  its  votaries.  Go,  work  therein.  It 
erects  a  high  standard  of  moral  character,  and  exacts  of  its  members 
conformity  thereto.  Surrounded  by  such  demoralizing  intiuences  as 
a  host  of  stniggling  non-affiliates  without  the  camp,  and  another  host 
gf  iiUe  loungers  within  it,  we  could  not  expect  the  Order  to  make 
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much  headway  in  the  ncqnisition  of  new  and  valuable  material.  In 
view  of  the  situation,  then,  I  determined  to  issue  a  circular  address 
to  the  Lodges,  and  to  use  the  summons  to  compel  a  large  audience  to 
hear  mo,  hence,  the  following  circular  was  sent  to  all  the  Lodges  in 
the  State. 

The  letter  instructed  the  Masters  to  summon  their  Lodges  and  read 
the  letter  to  them.  It  was  a  stirring  appeal  to  Masons  to  do  their 
whole  duty  to  the  craft,  and  the  effect  is  shown  as  follows: 

The  net  loss  for  1874  -was  150  members;  for  1875  it  was  44^:  for 
1870  it  was  778;  for  1877  it  was  %1;  for  1878  it  was  922:  for  1879  it 
was  511;  for  1880  it  was  282;  for  1881  it  was  450;  for  1882  it  was  274. 

At  the  time  this  address  Went  to  press,  the  returns  from  three  hun- 
dred and  thirty-nine  Lodges  had  been  received,  and  they  showed  a 
net  gain  of  thirty-two. 

We  have  just  about  set  off  our  losses  with  our  gains,  and  by  con- 
tinued exertions,  we  may  reasonably  expect  the  balance-sheet  will 
hereafter  beia  our  favor.  To  have  been  able  to  arrest  the  disintegra- 
tion which  has  been  going  on  for  nine  years  is  a  source  of  great  en- 
couragement. 

I  know  this  circular  has  accomplished  some  good.     Its  tables  of 
statiKtics  are  correct;  they  were  carefully  compiled  by  the  Grand  Sec- 
retary from  the  records  in  his  office.     It  made  almost  every  affiliated 
Mason  in  the  State  acquainted  with  the  true  condition  of  our  Order, 
and  put  many  of  them  actively  to  work  to  rebuild  our  broken  walls. 

We  also  commend  to  your  attention  the  following  good  and  sensible 
thoughts.  Act  upon  them,  for  is  not  this  same  haste  too  visible  here 
in  Alabama ! 

I  deem  it  important  to  the  interest  of  Freemasonry  that  the  meet- 
ings of  the  Graud  Lodge  shall  be  made  a  source  of  improvement  to 
its  members.  They  are  declining  into  purely  business  meetings.  The 
tendency  is  to  hurry  through  with  the  business  with  the  greatest  pos- 
sible dispatch  and  go  home.  Grand  Lodges  ought  to  be  more  than  a 
business  machine.  They  ought  to  be  schools  of  instruction  in  the 
work,  and  in  the  principles  of  the  Order.  They  ought  to  be  social 
reunions  among  the  brethren.  In  this  age  of  ste  im,  when  men  are 
engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  material  wealth  with  such  avidity,  the  ten- 
dency is  to  materialize  our  Instituton,  and  to  forget  that  there  is  a 
wealth  of  the  soul  of  far  greater  value  than  the  gold  in  all  the  Ophirs 
and  Californias  in  all  the  universe.  It  is  all  right  to  economize,  but 
let  us  have  enough  zeal  to  remain  together  at  least  three  days— upon 
two  days'  pay,  it  necessary.  Lot  us  have  a  Masonic  revival,  and  go 
home  better  Masons,  and  make  our  fellows  better. 

The  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence  made  a  report  unfavora- 
ble upon  a  resolution  to  grant  no  dimit  unless  the  party  had  applied 
for  membership  to  some  other  lodge.  Right,  for  nothing  is  truer  than 
the  old  couplet— 

**Convinco  a  man  against  his  will, 
He's  of  the  same  opinion  still." 
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Brother  BonjftTnin  Harris  Jnckson  was  elected  GraDtl  Master,  and 
Brother  John  Frizzell,  Grand  SccrcUiry. 

P.  G.  M.  Wilhnr  F.  Foster  presentrnl  the  re]M>rt  on  correspondeDce, 
reviewintjj  the  proceedings  of  Alabanin  for  18S*2.  He  pays  ns  u  com- 
pliment  based  upon  the  erroneous  (n3nceptiou  of  tact,  the  result  of 
onr  nnfortnnato  clnmsy  handling  of  our  lanj^uage.  The  report,  though 
commenced  sixteen  days  previous  to  the  meetiu^^of  oar  Grand  Lodge, 
was  not  completed  in  that  time.  Of  our  opinion  in  vtegard  to  perpet- 
nal  jurisdiction,  he  says  : 

Brother  Pillans,  we  snppose,  would  claim  perpetual  jariadictiOD 
over  a  rejected  applicant  for  his  bounty. 

This  is  putting  it  pretty  strong,  but  we  don't  think  the  cases  parallel 
Although  wo  all  ought  to  feel  it  incumbent  upon  us  to  protect  all  com- 
mittees from  impostors,  yet  there  is  no  actual  pressing  obligation  rest- 
ing upon  us  to  do  it,  while  there  is  in  masonry. 

He  thinks,  and  so  do  we,  that  the  mere  pending  of  charges  against 
a  brother  should  not  preclude  a  masonic  burial  should  be  die  before 
trial,  for  is  he  not  to  be  presumed  innocent  until  proven  guilty? 

Brother  Foster  believes  that  the  Grand  Master  has  some  rights,  pre- 
rogatives if  you  choose,  not  put  down  in  the  Constitution.    Hear  him: 

Our  esteemed  brother  is  no  believer  in  prerogatives,  dairas  that  he 
was  *never  obligated  to  support  and  maintain  a  prerogative,"  and 
evidently  considers  a  Giand  Master  as  the  ver}'  smallest  kind  of  an 
esculent  root,  as  compared  with  the  intellectual  brilliancy  and  wis- 
dom of  the  brethren  when  in  (irand  Lodge  assembled.  Brother  Yin- 
cil  may  be  ri^'ht,  but  we  would  * 'rather  be  a  dog  and  bay  the  moon'* 
than  such  a  dummy  as  a  Grand  Muster  must  necessarily  be  if  Brother 
Vincil's  critieiiim  of  Grand  Muster  Van  Saun,  of  Iowa,  is  well  ground- 
ed. It  is  none  of  our  funeral,  but.  having  already  said  that  we  Wlicve 
that  Brother  Van  Saun  did  right,  we  will  add  a  word  or  two.  Grand 
Master  Van  Saun,  from  information  received  and  from  examination 
of  the  transcript,  became  convinced  that  the  action  of  the  (irand 
Lodge  upon  a  certain  case  of  appeals  had  been  obtained  through  mis- 
understanding  or  fraud,  and,  upon  being  applied  to  for  relief,  he 
determined  to  hold  in  aJteydiwe  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  antil  it 
should  meet  again  and  take  further  action.  In  that  we  insist  that  he 
did  right.  The  Grand  Lodge  had  erred  through  misconception.  Ut 
could  plead  no  such  excuse,  and  would  knowingly  have  hveu  guilty 
of  injustce  in  executing  the  orders  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  We  claim 
that  if  it  conies  to  the  knowledge  of  ihe  Grand  Master,  during  his 
term  of  office,  that  any  action  of  his  Grand  Lodge  will  work  gross 
injustice  to  the  humblest  member  of  the  Fraternity,  it  is  not  only  his 
right --f're/Y»y^///rf,  if  you  wish  -but  his  bounden  duty,  to  interpose 
and  prevent  his  Grand  Lodge  from  committing  an  error,  and  the  par- 
ties from  unjust  ])nnishment.  We  are  not  of  that  number  who  believe 
that  oven  the  positive  order  of  the  Grand  Lodge  will  ju8tif3'  the  Grand 
Master  in  quietly  closing  his  eyes  and  stopping  hia  ears,  and  permit* 
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tinfv  an  injastice  to  be  done,  bocanse  the  Grand  Lodge  has  ordered  it 
through  u  miKapprehension  of  factH.  He  ik  not  merely  the  executive 
inHtrument  of  the  Grand  Lodge— he  is  the  Grand  Master  of  Masomtot 
his  Jurisdiction,  and  as  such  is  bound  to  protect  them  from  wrong  to 
the  best  of  his  ability. 

UTAH. 

On  the  15th  day  of  January,  1884,  was  held  the  Thirteenth  Annual 
Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  Territory,  Grand  Master 
Phillip  Henry  Emerson,  presiding,  and  with  representatives  from 
eight  lodges.  The  whole  number  in  the  Territory,  whose  member- 
ship numbers  408  ;  there  was  an  increase  of  11,  and  of  this  the  Grand 
Master  says  : 

There  has  been  but  slight  increase  in  membership  during  the  past 
year.  All  the  Lodges  ar»',  however,  in  a  prosperous  condition.  I  am 
fiatisfied  that  the  *4nner  door"  of  every  Lodge  room  is,  in  the  main, 
well  and  faithfully  guarded.  Such  as  nave  been  admitted,  during  the 
past  year  at  least,  have  been  of  the  right  sort  of  material,  such  as  will 
add  imperishable  stones  to  the  great  temple  of  speculative  Masonry. 
I  hope  the  Brethren  ace  all  beginning  to  realize  the  fact,  that  the  real 
strength  or  a  Lodge  doe«*  not  consist  so  much  in  members,  as  in  the 
vitalizing  presence  and  influence  of  thosH  Masonic  graces  of  broth- 
erly love  and  charity,  which  not  only  form  a  part  of,  but  beautify, 
adorn,  and  strengthen,  every  truly  Masonic  character. 

The  following  remarks  of  the  Grand  Master  will  apply  very  gener- 
ally, and  his  exhortation  may  be  heeded  with  profit  outside  of  Utah  : 

One  other  suggestion  in  this  line  and  I  have  done  with  this  portion 
of  my  address.  Strangers  visiting  our  Lodges  are  by  far  too  often 
very  fortunate  if  as  many  as  two  or  three  members  enter  into  con- 
versation with  them,  and  are  apt  to  go  awav  dinappointed,  feeling 
that  the  members  are  colfl  and  inhospitable  ;  tnat  he  has  not  met  with 
any  expression  of  that  warm  brotherly  love  he  had  a  right  to  expect. 
My  suggestion  is,  that  no  matter  who  the  stranger  may  be.  for  if  he 
is  fit  to  pass  your  Tyler  and  stand  befere  your  alter,  he  is  the  peer  of 
any  Brother  in  the  room,  when  the  Master  has  extended  to  him  the 
nsutd  and  formal  welcome,  if  the  Lodge  is  at  labor,  that  it  be  called 
off  for  a  few  moments,  and  the  Master,  placing  himself  beside  the  vis- 
iting Brother,  introduce  him  to  every  one  in  the  room,  and  do  this  so 
heartily  and  in  so  kindly  a  manner,  as  to  convince  him  that  he  hug 
indeed  found  a  home  among  Brethren,  although  he  may  be  a  stranger 
in  a  strange  laud.  In  other  words,  make  your  visitors  welcome  by 
social  and  fraternal  intercourse. 

The  Grand  Lodge  deferred  action  on  the  recognition  of  the  Grand 
Lodges  of  Victoria  and  Spain,  for  reasons  similar  to  those  urged  by 
your  committee  at  the  lust  annual  communication,  the  want  of  more 
light  in  regard  to  their  formation  and  status. 
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Brother  James  Lowe  was  made  Grand  Master,  and  Brother  Christo- 
pher IHebl,  Grand  Secretary. 

This  latter  presented  the  report  on  correspondence,  which  is,  as 
nHTial,  a  Yulnable  condensed  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  s€Teral 
Grand  Bodies,  with  which  that  of  Utah  is  in  correspondence.  The 
Grand  Master  thought  that  lunch  of  the  life  Tisible  anionj^  the  Craft 
was  dne  to  these  reports,  and  nrged  the  brethren  to  read  them ;  this 
we  do  likewise. 

VERMONT. 

The  Ninety-^irnt  Annual  Commanication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was 
held  13th  Jnne,  18B3,  LncinsC.  Bntlcr  Grand  Master,  and  representa- 
tives from  88  Lodges.  There  are  100  active  lodges,  with  a  member- 
ship of  7,739,  being  140  more  than  last  year. 

The  question  of  prrpetmd  jurisdiction  somewhat  agitated  the 
Grand  Master,  and  conceding  the  right  at  least  to  exclnsive  jnrisdic- 
tion,  he  recommended  that  every  applicant  for  the  degrees  should  be 
rcqnired  to  state  in  his  application  whether  he  has  ever  previously 
petitioned  any  other  lodge.  This  is  the  rule  of  AlabaiuA  eHtnblished 
by  its  Grand  Lodge,  bnt  what  circumstances  led  to  the  decree  we 
know  not. 

A  distinguished  Grand  Master  of  Vermont  once  rnled  in  relation  to 
the  accumulation  of  dues  against  one  suspended  for  non-payment  of 
dues,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  agreed  with  him,  that  '*  suspension  for 
non-payment  of  dues  does  not  absolve  t^e  brother  from  payment  of 
dues  subsequently  thereto."  From  this  opinion  Grand  Master  Butler 
dissents,  and  after  quoting  authorities  for  his  opinion,  says,  **  only 
two  Grand  Lodges,  Vermont  and  Arizona,  require  this."  He  might 
have  added  Alabama,  and  we  find  it  works  well.  The  committee  on 
Masonic  jurisprudence  reported  adversely  to  the  Grand  Master's  opin- 
ion, and  the  rule  in  Vermont  remains  the  same  as  in  Alabama. 

With  the  following  we  most  heartily  concur  : 

Ordinarily,  it  is  my  conviction,  if  a  man  has  lived  under  the  shadow 
of  a  uiasoiiic  lodge  for  years  without  tinding  out  the  value  of  the 
roftsonic  institution,  and  delays  bis  application  for  membership  in  it 
till  just  as  he  is  about  to  leave  the  IState,  he  had  better  wail  till  he 
finds  a  new  home. 

The  committee  on  jurisprudence  reported  adversly  to  the  d<:ci8ion 
that  tbcie  must  be  seven  members  present  to  constitute  a  lodge  and 
to  do  l)usinc8^,  bnt  gives  no  reason  for  this  conclusion.  It  is  in  the 
following  terse  language  : 
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6.  The  namber  necessary  to  constitute  a  lod^e  is  seven,  to  oon- 
tinne  n  lod«<e,  seven,  and  to  transact  the  business  of  a  lodge,  seven. 
[Not  approved.] 

We  take  great  pleasure  in  laying  before  you  a  part  of  the  Grand 
Master's  **  Words  op  admonition  and  exhortation,"  for  their  truth, 
beauty,  and  eloquence: 

words  op  admonition  and  exhortation. 

And  now,  my  brethren,  suffer  a  word  of  admonition  and  exhorta- 
tion. The  ceremonies  of  the  craft  contain  some  of  the  most  impor- 
tixnt  lessons  of  duty  and  obligation,  of  fraternity  and  sympathy,  of 
brotherly  love  and  chanty,  and  of  humanity,  that  were  ever  presented 
for  the  consideration  of  the  human  mind.  They  are  all  drawn  from 
the  Book  of  Books  which  was  securely  preserved  among  the  arehivt-s 
of  masonry  when,  in  the  midnight  of  superstition  and  ignorance, 
the  light  of  lievolation  came  near  being  lost  to  human  view.  Under 
the  vi'il  of  its  symbolism  it  gathers  up  the  sublimest  principles  of 
morality,  virtue  and  truth  that  cin  be  presented  to  the  human  con- 
ception. They  touch  the  liveliest  symp  ithies  of  the  human  heart. 
They  enter  into  the  warp  and  woof  of  human  life.  They  are  indis- 
solubly  allied  to  whatever  is  lovely  and  of  good  report  in  human  ac- 
tion. Thev  teach  the  Golden  llule  as  the  square  and  guide  of  human 
conduct,  they  strike  at  the  root  of  nil  human  selfishness.  They 
plant  in  its  stead  the  inspiring  principles  of  human  brotherhood. 
Before  the  altiir  on  the  chenkered  tloor,  in  the  middle  chamber,  all 
through  the  ceremonies  in  their  successive  steps,  these  lessons  are  to 
be  impressed  upon  the  candidate  who  receives  them,  not  as  simple 
frivolities,  but  as  sober  realities  ;  not  as  playthings  of  the  moment, 
but  as  the  choicest  gems  to  be  treasured  in  the  heart ;  not  as  lessons 
to  bo  repeated  parrot-like  and  forgotten,  bnt  to  be  remembered  and 
practiced  in  the  daily  life  ;  not  as  one  who  looks  in  a  glass  and 
straightway  forgets  whnt  manner  of  man  he  is,  but  as  one  r)n  whose 
heart  the  image  is  indelibly  engraved.  The  latter  ought  always  to  be 
the  impression  conveyed  in  the  ceremonies  and  symbols  of  masonry. 
Mixsonry  is  not  the  ritual.  That  may  be  at  the  tongue's  end  from  E. 
A.  to  M.  M.,  and  the  living  essence  of  masonry  never  be  known  or 
understood.  Its  ritual  is  the  mere  adorning,  the  beautiful,  instruc- 
tive medium,  the  object  lesson,  through  which  the  noviate  receives 
the  living  reality,  the  solemn  and  sublime  teachins^s  of  the  fraternity. 
He  then  is  the  ** bright  mason"  who  has  himself  apprehended  the 
length  and  breadth,  the  height  and  depth,  of  these  ritualistic  sy<nbol- 
isms.  And  ho  only,  such  as  he,  are  duly  qualified  to  impart  those 
lessons  in  such  manner  as  to  make  them  a  living  reality  in  the  life 
and  conduct  of  the  noviate. 

In  the  grand  march  of  humanity,  masonry  is  moving  foremost  in 
promoting  brotherly  love,  relief  and  truth.  It  can  never  be  destroyed 
or  injured  by  those  who  are  out«ide  its  walls.  Its  foundations  are 
too  tirmly  laid  upon  the  bed-rock  of  truth,  ever  to  be  moved  by  the 
winds  and  waves  of  persecution,  or  vituperation  from  withf)Ut.  It 
has  stood  the  test  of  ages.  The  Pope  has  issued  his  bull  against  it 
and  the  Vatican  has  thundred  its  anathemas.  It  has  passed  through 
the  bitterest  persecution  from  the  church.     Its   members  have  been 
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oRtrncized  from  commnnion  nnd  fellowship.  Political  demagogues, 
the  Weeds,  the  Palmers,  the  Sewards,  the  Wirts,  the  Blnnchards, 
have  fired  the  public  heart  against  the  iDstitntion  and  the  frAteniitj, 
BO  that  At  oue  period,  in  this  State  and  in  other  States,  it  was  peril- 
oas  for  one  to  avow  himself  a  member  of  it,  or  to  titter  a  word  in  its 
favor.  And  yet  al)  these  combinations  and  falminations  have  failed 
to  disturb  a  single  stone  in  all  its  foundation.  Under  the  intensity 
of  bitterness  with  which  its  members  were  persecuted  they  bent  their 
heads  to  the  storm,  waiting  till  its  fury  had  passed,  leaving  them  nn- 
scathed,  chastened,  but  made  stronger  in  their  faith  by  the  cruel 
ordeal  through  which  they  had  passed.  Masonry  has  no  positively 
known  Alpha,  or  beginning,  but  its  foundations  are  sure,  resting 
upon  the  Holy  Book  which  lays  open  upon  all  our  altars.  Its  Omega, 
or  ending,  despite  the  senseless  warfare  waged  against  it  by  those 
who  are  incapable  of  appreciating  the  great  moral  principles  it  in- 
culcates, will  be  only  when  the  trump  of  Grabriel  sounds  the  end  of 
time. 

There  is  a  great  deal  more  in  this  beautiful  address  which  we  would 
have  liked  to  lay  before  yon  but  we  have  already  exceeded  our  limits. 

Brother  Ozro  Meacham,  wns  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
John  A.  Butler,  Grand  Secretary, 

The  report  on  correspondence  was  made  by  Brother  A.  G.  Sa£fold, 
reviewing  therein  the  prooeedings  from  Alabama  for  1881  and  1882. 

VIRGINIA. 

M.  W.  Beuben  Murrell  Page,  Grand  Master,  opened  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Sixth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Vir- 
ginia on  the  10th  of  December,  1883,  with  representatives  from  128 
Lodges.     Whole  number,  247;  members  9,053;  gain  10. 

The  Grand  Master  s  address  is  a  straight  forward  business  docu- 
ment. 

Henry  William  Murray,  G.  M. ;  Wm.  Bryan  Isaacs,  G.  Secretary. 

Brother  William  F.  Drinkard  male  the  report  on  correspondence, 
reviewing  Alabama  for  1880.  From  this  report  we  take  entire  his  in- 
troduction, proving  that  George  Washington,  "first  in  peace,  first  in 
war,  and  first  in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen,"  was  a  M.  Mason 
and  the  Master  of  a  Lodge.  We  were  ignorant  that  it  had  ever  been 
doubted,  but  when  it  is  denied  that  Shakespeare  wrote  plays,  and 
other  like  doubts  sxre  asserted,  wo  are  not  at  all  surprised.  Then 
hore  it  is: 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  beg  leave  to  report  that 
they  have  performed  the  duty  required  of  them  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 
They  have  read  many  thousands  of  pages  of  reports  and  proceedings 
of  other  (irand  Lodges  as  a  means  of  nualifying  themselves  for  the 
preparation  of  this  report.  The  Grand  Lodges  whose  proceedings 
and  reports  are  reviewed,  are,  except  our  own,  named  in  alphabetical 


1S84.]  APPENDIX.  171 

order,  and  we,  therefore,  deem  it  unnecessary  to  give  their  names 
here.  We  begin  with  Virginia,  because  we  wish  to  give  prominence 
to  the  indisputable  evidence  presented  to  tlio  world  by  our  (Jrand 
Secretary  to  prove  that  (reorge  Washington  was  the  Master  of  a 
Lodge,  and  as  su«'h  laid  tlio  Corner  Stone  of  the  Capitol  at  Washing- 
ton.  Brother  Isaac*s  letters  explain  themselves.  The  one  ia  quoted 
in  the  other. 

WAS   OEOBOB   WASflmOTOill  MASTER  OF  A  liODOK? 

BicHMOND,  Vlboinia,  5th  September,  1883. 

General  A.  T.  0.  Pierffon,  Si.  Panlf  Minnesota: 

Dear  Bbother  Pierson— Your  proceedings  for  1883  are  at  hind,  for 
which  accept  thanks.  I  note  your  report  on  Virginia  for  1881.  My 
letter  to  you  of  September,  1882,  was  not  intended  for  publication, 
but  h'imply  to  remove  any  "lingering  doubt'*  resting  on  your  mind  on 
the  question:  **Was  Washington  a  Mast^  of  a  Lodge?"  I  will  en- 
deavor to  satisfy  you,  and  this  letter  is  for  such  use  as  you  may  think 
proper  to  make  of  it.  Let  me  premise  by  saying  that  ho  was  ^Hnitialed 
in  Fredericksburg  Lodge  No.  4.  in  November,  1752,  Pasfted  in  March, 
1753,  and  Rais€<l  in  August,  1753,  und  his  name  appears,  for  the  last 
time,  on  the  records  of  that  Lodge  as  among  the  attendants  in  1753. 

Alexnndria  Lrnhje  Xo.  39,  at  Alexandria,  Virginia,  was  chartered  by 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  3d  February,  1783,  and  it 
continued  to  work  under  that  juiisdiction  until  March,  1788,  when  it 
surrendered  its  charter,  and  * 'decided  that  it  would  be  more  conve- 
nient for  it  to  work  under  the  authority  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Vir- 
ginia," •  *  •  therefore,  * 'having  resolved  to  make  application  to 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Virginia  for  a  charter,  recommended  the  follow- 
ing persons  for  appointment  by  the  Grand  Lodge:  Ge'>rge  Washing- 
ton Esq.,  for  Master,"  &o.  •  *  ♦  < 'General  Washington  having 
given  consent  to  the  use  of  his  name,  the  application  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  was  accompanied  by  the  following  letter,  dated  October  25. 
1787,  prepared  by  Colonel  (Charles  Sims  and  Robert  McCrea  Esq." 
•  *  •  *'It  is  also  the  earnest  dovsire  of  the  members  of  this  Lodge, 
that  our  Brother,  George  Washington,  should  be  named  in  the  char- 
ter as  Master  of  the  Lodge,  &c."  The  prayer  of  the  petitioners  was 
granted,  and  a  charter  whs  issued  to  Alexandria  Lodg*:  No.  22,  by  "Ed- 
mund Randolph,  Governor  of  Virginia,  and  Grand  Master,"  on  28th 
April.  1788,  -  •  *  »«by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Virginia,  do  hereby  constitute  and  appoint  our  illustrious  and 
well-beloved  Brother,  George  Washington  Esq.,  late  General  and 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  forces  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  our  worthy  brethren,  *  ♦  •  together  with  all  such  other 
brethren,  «fec.,"  and  at  the  annual  election  of  officers  on  the  20th  De- 
comber.  1788,  Washington  was  re-elected  Worshipful  Master  for  tho 
year  commencing  with  St.  John's  Day  (27th  December,  1788)."  It 
would  consume  too  much  of  your  time  to  trace  from  year  to  year  the 
evidences,  as  strong  as  Holy  Writ,  of  Washington's  interes'  in,  and 
affection  for  our  institution  to  the  day  of  his  d(jath.  but  it  is  emi- 
nently appropnate  to  the  occasion  to  refer  to  the  ]>art  devolving  upon 
and  performed  by  him  inlaying  the  corner  stone  of  the  Capitol  build- 
ing at  Washington,  in  September,  1793. 
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EXTSACT  OF   A  LETTEB   FBOM   BBOTHEB  ISAACS  TO  BBOTHEB  PIKBSOK,  6EP- 

TEMBEB,  1882. 

Did  George  Washin/jton  lay  tfie  Comer  Stone  of  the  CupUol  at  Washif*^oH  • 

Your  Grand  Lodge  proceedings  for  1882  have  jnst  reached  me,  and 
for  which  accept  my  thanks.  Giving  a  casual  glance  over  the  con- 
tents, my  eyes  were  attracted  (as  usual)  by  **Virginia/*  pp.  181-i 
Your  comment  on  Brother  Welford's  address  would,  I  fear  to  a  care- 
less or  hypercritical  reader,  cast  a  doubt  on  what  he  says  in  regard  to 
Washington.  I  am  sure  you  do  not  so  intend  it,  still  to  remove  aoy 
lingering  doubt  you  may  have,  I  will  give  you  what  I  believe  to  b« 
fiicts  from  the  record.  It  must  be  remembered  that  L<^dge  records  in 
those  days  were  more  meagerly  and  carefully  kept  and  guarded  than 
in  these  *'our  days."  I  am  strongly  inclined  to  the  opinion  which 
was  frecjuently  advanced  by  my  honored  and  loved  predecessor  (Dr. 
Dove),  that  "we  now  write  and  print  entirely  too  much,"  but  to  the 
record  of  Alexandria  Lodge  No.  22,  18th  September,  1793  :  'The 
Masonic  ceremonies  were  conducted  by  his  Excellency  General  Wash- 
ington, President  of  the  United  States,  a  Past  Master  of  this  Lodge, 
which  was  pret>ent  and  holding  the  post  of  honor.  [Note.  *'I)r. 
Dick,  elected  Master  in  1789  still  in  office,  invited  Washington  to  act 
as  Master  on  this  occasion,  in  accordance  with  his  own  wishes  and 
those  of  the  public."]  ♦  ♦  •  »*The  sash  and  apron  worn  by  Wash- 
ington on  this  occasion,  were  the  handiwork  of  Mrs.  General  La- 
Fayette,  and  are  now  the  property  of  this  Lodge."  [The  same  worn 
by  Coles  at  Yorktown.]  The  newspapers  of  that  day  give  a  long  ac- 
connt  of  the  ceremony,  including  the  form  of  procession.  In  it,  after 
placing  many  officials,  &c.,  it  says  : 

**Lodge  No.  22,  ot -Virginia,  disposed  of  in  their  own  order.  Grand 
Master,  pro  /em.  Brother  George  Washington,  and  Worshipful  ma&ter 
of  No.  22,  of  Virginia." 

After  reaching  the  place,  the  column  opened  and  •  •  •  "The 
Grand  Master,  pro  tein.  (Joseph  Clark,  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Mas- 
ter jrro  tetn.)  on  the  left,  President  o£  the  Unitetl  Stntcs  in  the  centre, 
and  Worshipful  Master  of  No.  22,  on  the  right."  The  (inind  Marshal 
dL'livered  to  the  Commissioners  a  largo  silver  plate  with  }in  inscription 
therfon.     ♦     •     *  • 

**This  southeast  corner  atone  of  the  Capitol  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  was  laid  on  the  18th  day  of  September,  1793,  in  A'C,  ♦  •  • 
by  the  president  of  the  United  States,  in  concert  with  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Maryland,  several  Lodges  under  its  jurisdiction  and  Lodge 
No.  22,  from  Alexandria,  Virginia,  &c." 

Then  follow  the  depositing  of  the  plate  and  the  usual  proceedings. 

Pardon  me,  dear  Brother  Pierson,  for  writing  so  long  a  letter,  hot  I 
tl'ink  this  memorandum  from  the  old  records  establishes  the  fact,  and 
beyon<l  any  successfnl   contradiction,  that  Washington  as  President 
and  in  Masonic  clothing,  laid  the  corner-stone  of  the  capitol. 
Hastily  but  none  the  less  truly  and  fraternallv  yours, 

WM.  B.  ISA.\C8. 

So  ranch  for  the  recorded  evidences  durinrj  XheUfetime  of  our  distin- 
guished Brother.  Let  us  now  turn  to  evidences  furnished  by  his  con- 
temporaries subsequently  to  his  death     He  died  on  Saturday,  Uth 
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t)ecember,  1790,  and  was  buried  with  Masonichouors,  on  the  Wednes-' 
day  following.  In  October,  1709,  Alexandria  Lodf^e  No.  22,  petition-* 
ed  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Virginia  to  change  its  name  to  Alexandria 
Washington  Lodge,  which  petition  was  granted,  and  Alexandria  Wash-' 
inrjlon  Lodge,  No.  22"  was,  and  is  to  day,  a  Lodge  of  vigorous  man- 
hood. 

In  1810  the  question  of  forming  a  Grand  Lodge  for  the  District  of 
Columbia,  was  agitated,  and  No.  22  was  invited  to  unite  in  the  move- 
ment. This  invitation  was  declined,  and  several  reasons  were  as- 
Signed  therefor,  the  "//tiVt/,"  of  which  reads  as  follows  :  "That  the 
Gr.ind  Lodge  of  Virginia,  having  granted  a  Charter  to  this  Lodge  at 
the  special  solicitation  of  our  illustrious  and  over  to  be  revered  lirothef 
General  George  Washington,  our  first  Master^  have  no  doubt,  that 
should  this  Lodge  withdraw  themselves  from  their  jurisdiction,  that 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Virginia  would  immediately  demand  a  surrender 
of  that  Charter  so  much  valued  liy  every  member  of  this  Lodge  " 
Again,  on  one  occasion  of  the  visit  of  General  La  Fayette  to  this 
country  in,  1825,  ho  was  the  recipient  of  courtesies  extended  by 
Lodge  No.  22,  in  Alexandria.  In  the  address  of  welcome  by  the 
Worshipful  Master,  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of  many  contemn 
poraries  of  Washington,  we  find  the  following  very  expressive  lan- 
guage :  *  *  **It  affords  me  inexpressible  pleasure  to  be  the  organ 
of  mv  brethren  here  assembled,  to  welcome  you  into  the  bosom  of 
this  Lodge,  in  which  your  highly  valued  friend,  the  beloved  Fathef 
of  our  country,  was  wont  to  preside  over  our  IhJycrrs^  and  inculcate  the 
principles  of  our  Order— Friendship,  morality,  brotherly  love,  and 
charity."  "While  it  is  our  Ixiast  that  we  have  had  him  to  mle  over  us, 
We  also  esteem  ourselves  particularly  happy  in  having  you  for  our' 
patron.  When  MAsonry  has  such  supporters,  its  principles  will  be 
maintained  :  its  cause  must  flourish,"  and  La  Fayette,  in  his  re-' 
spouse,  says  :  *  *  *  **lt  is  particularly  gratifying  to  my  feelings, 
to  visit  a  Lodge  over  which  our  lamented,  illustrious  Brother  Wash- 
ington presided." 

With  this  I  rest  my  case.  I  think,  dear  Brother  P.,  I  have  estab- 
lished the  fact  that  Washington  was  the  Master  of  a  Lodge,  and  that 
he  presided  over  it •<  that  ho  always  had  an  exalted  opinion  of  the 
Institution,  and  that  that  opinion,  (combined  with  a  warm  aHection) 
he  retained  lo  the  last. 

I  am. 

Truly  and  fraternally  jrours, 

WM.  B.  I8AACS. 
Pefsonal. 

P.  S.  The  foregoing  quotations  are  from  the  records  of  Freder- 
icksburg Lodge  No.  4,  (just  furnished  to  mo  by  the  Secretary),  and 
from  the  records  of  Grand  Lodge  of  Virginia,  and  from  *'a  History  of 
the  Lodge  of  Washington,"  published  in  187G,  by  ** Alexandria  Wash- 
ington Lodge,  No.  22,"  of  Alexandria,  Virginia.  If  I  have  left  any 
"gaps"  that  you  would  like  to  have  filled  up,  let  me  know,  ^ind  I  will 
try  to  accommodate  you. 

WASHINGTON. 

M.  W.  Grand  Master  Levy  Aukeny,  presided  over  the  Twenty- 
Bevonth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  Territory^ 
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held  oti  the  4tb  jane>  1884.  There  were  present  repreHentAtiTes  from 
38  oat  of  the  39  Lodges  composing  this  jaritidiction.  Ought  not  thi^ 
to  mtike  the  Masters  and  Wardens  of  some  of  onr  Lodges  binsh. 
The  only  lodge  not  represented  is  at  Sitka,  Alaska.  Membership, 
1526  ;  net  increase,  lOS. 

The  Grand  Master  informs  us  that  the  country  is  prosperous,  and 
the  Craft  also,  to  an  unusual  extent. 

The  following,  though  true,  yet  is  quaintly  uttered  ^ 

I  have  no  complaint  to  make,  and  no  disposition  to  tinker  at  the 
constitution;  I  have  observed  a  disposition  with  pe^)ple  who  did  noth- 
ing else  well,  that  they  would  always  attempt  to  make  a  law. 

From  the  oration  of  Brother  J.  £.  Edmiston,  Grand  Orator,  ve 
clip  : 

The  very  first  step,  when  property  understood,  is  o»'eof  the  graodent 
and  most  Impressive  lessons  ever  presented  to  the  mind  of  man.    We 
are  there  taught  that  before  we  can  reach  the  Sublimity  and  Perfec- 
tion of  Free  Masonry,  we  must  become  as  it  were,  a  little  child,  to 
be  led  by  other  hands  and  begin  life  anew — **  to  become  a  new  crea- 
ture."   We  must  there  before  we  enter  the  gate  of  the  sacred  temple, 
leave  behind  us  every  habiliment  that  woald  hinder  us  in  onr  upward 
course  to  the  good  man  and  the  true.     We  are  there  to  be  divested  of 
the  vices  and  superfluities,  thus  far  accumulated  in  life,  and  be  re- 
ceived within  the  ranks,  alone,  for  what  good   there  is  in  ns.    This 
ttrst  lesson  of  Masonr}' — this  first  principle— is  tb\B  first  step  in  the 
Christian  religion,  the   highest  type  of  religion  proclaimed  through- 
out  ttie  intelligent  world  to-day.     But  the  grandeur  and  the  beauty  of 
the  manner  in   which   we  impart  this  lesson,  must  be  api  aren't  to 
every  (me,  when  we  consider  tbat  religious  sects  and  dekiominaiinns 
embody  the  lesson  in  language,  written  of  sp«>ken,  which  always  haa 
been,  and  of  necessity  olways  must  be,  a  source  of  various  interjjre* 
tations,  while  we  clothe  it  in  the  sublime  habiliments  of  symbolism. 
Which  stands  a  silent  monument  of  truth  to  be  read  and  comprehended 
by  men  of  all  religions,  by  men  everywhere,  and  by  men  in  all  ages. 

The  Grand  Treasurer's  report  shows  $88  in  hand,  while  we  figure  il 
out  that  $12  are  required  to  balance. 

The  (xrand  Lodge  of  Victoria  was  recognized. 
The  following  was  adopted  : 

Resolred,  That  the  term  of  office  of  all  Grand  Representatives 
hereafter  appointed  under  authority  of  this  Grand  Loilge,  near  other 
Grand  Lodges,  shall  be  limited  to  the  period  of  four  years,  and  that 
till  Commissions  to  such  Representatives  heretofore  issued  shall  ter- 
minate at  the  expiration  of  tour  years  from  their  respective  dates  of 
issue. 

The  coniniitteo  on  jurisprudence,  having  had  under  considenition 
nu  autendmcnt  to  the  constitution  making  a  |>rovision  for  suspeatiioo 
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for  non-payment  of  dues,   eomewbat  similar  to  thtLt  of  Alftbamay 
among  other  things,  says  : 

The  committee  are  nnanimons  in  the  opinion  that  the  s**Rtem  pro^ 
posed  by  the  amendment  under  consideration,  a  proposed  »»elf-acting^ 
Spontaneous  susp^-nsion  from  Masonic  guod^stiinaiugis  not  warranted 
by  either  the  philosophy  or  forbearance  of  our  Institution,  and  is  at 
utter  variance  with  Masonic  law  and  the  rights  of  every  Mason.  We, 
therefore,  recommend  that  the  Grand  Lodge  by  immediate  action 
reject  such  proposed  amendment. 

Brother  Wm.  Henry  White  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brothei' 
Thomas  Milburiie  Keed,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  latter  made  the  report  on  correspondence  reviewing  Alabama 
for  1883.  We  give  his  opinions  about  the  recognition  of  now  Grand 
Lodges,  in  his  notice  of  our  intimation  that  perhaps  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Alabama  bad  acted  too  hastily.    It  is  better  to  go  slow  than  to  err  i 

We  have  greatly  enjoyed  Brother  Pillans'  report.  He  uses  the 
Scissors  liberally^  but  judiciously,  and  in  all  his  comments  he  is  sen^ 
sible  and  to  the  point  He  seems  to  think  that  the  aciiou  ot  his 
Grand  Lodge  w^s  premature  in  its  recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
tft  New  South  Wales.  In  this  we  think  he  is  mistaken.  He  looks  at 
the  matter,  we  imtigine,  from  a  purely  American  ^Trand  Lodge  stand- 
point, basing  his  conclusions  upon  a  receiitlif  formulated  sentiment  that 
nothing  less  than  a  inajorUy  of  Lodges  in  unoccupied  territory  can 
legally  organize  a  Grand  Lodge.  Until  within  a  few  years  past,  the( 
question  of  a  *' Majority  Hule,"  had  never  been  raised,  so  far  as  we 
are  able  to  discover,  but  thn  common  law  on  the  subject  was  that 
'*  three  or  more"  Lodges  in  any  unoccupied  State  or  Territory  could 
organize  a  Grand  Lodge.  This  acfccpted  rule  or  law  appears  to  have 
had  its  application  exclusively  to  the  I^orth  American  Grand  Lodge 
system,  which  ditfers  essentially  from  the  English,  Scotch,  and  other 
Grand  Lodge  systems  of  the  world. 

Neither  Edgland  nor  Scotland  to-day  will  give  any  implied  recognij 
tion  to  our  American  system.  They,  with  Ireland,  plant  their  Pro- 
vincial Grand  Lodges  in  Bdtish  Territory  wherever  established  in 
every  quarter  of  the  Globe,  and  use  every  possible  means  to  perpet- 
uate those  dependencies,  not  materially  in  the  succor  and  growth  of 
local  charity  and  beneficence,  but  f&s  a  source  of  revenue  to  the 
Mother  Grand  Body,  to  be  expended  as  seemeth  good  to  her,  thousands 
of  miles  from  the  source  of  supply. 

They  have  no  systewy  and  recognize  none  for  the  org;\nization  of  ad 
independent  Sovereign  Gnmd  Lodge. 

In  the  recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Now  South  Wales  wo 
have  looked,  and  continue  to  look,  upon  the  question  in  a  practical 
light,  in  the  interest  of  genuine  F^reemivsonry —whether  it  shall  be  in- 
tolerance, bigotry  and  oppression,  or  * 'freedom  and  independence." 

The  latter  is  the  law  of  right,  liberty  and  justice,  of  sense  and 
humanity.  Kight,  justice  and  truth  can  harm  no  one,  and  we  be- 
lieve it  to  be  for  the  best  interests  of  Freemasonry  in  New  South 
"Wales  that  her  Sovereign  independence  should  bo  recognized  and 
supported  by  every  Grand  Lodge  in  the  Universe,  as  no  possible^ 
harm  can  result  therefrom  to  any. 
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WEST  VIEGINIA. 

Held  the  Niheteenth  Annual  Communication  of  her  Grand  Lodge 
on  the  13th  day  of  November,  1883,  with  Grand  MoRter  W.  H.  H. 
Flick  in  the  east,  and  representatives  from  74  Lodges  present.  The 
whole  number  of  Lodges  is  81 ;  membership,  3,600,  showing  an  in- 
crease of  200  since  last  report. 

We  are  pleased  to  find  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  refusing  dispensa- 
tions to  make  Masons  in  less  time  than  is  requi)red  by  the  Constitn* 
tion,  notwithstanding  the  candidate  was  **a  very  worthy  young  man, 
who  expected  shortly  to  leave  the  State,  and  who  desired  to  be  made 
a  Mason  before  leaving.*'  Those  wishing  to  travel,  of  to  move  else- 
where are  always  the  ones  for  whom  a  dispensation  is  asked.  Al- 
though they  may  have  lived  many  years  within  the  sound  of  the 
gavel,  they  are  not  ijrompted  to  become  Masons  until  they  are  ••about 
to  leave  the  State.'*  But  the  Grand  Master  said  he  **doubtcd  if  the 
applicant  was  prompted  to  solicit  the  privileges  «  f  Masonry  by  a  sin- 
cere wish  of  being  serviceable  to  his  fellow  creatures.  ' 

Among  his  decisions  is  one  that  dedans  **a  man  blind  in  one  eve 
is  not,  therefore,  ineligible  to  the  mysteries  of  Masonry.*' 

To  this  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  objected,  declaring  that 
the  candidate  **shouId  be  sound  in  all  his  limbs  and  members,  and 
perfect  as  a  man  ought  to  be,"  which  the  Grand  Lod'.ie  sustained. 
But  immediately  passed  the  following  by  a  small  majority: 

Resfflve<lt  That  the  edict  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  passed  November 
12,  1873,  to  the  effect  that  a  candidate  "blind  of  one  eye"  is  not  eU- 
gible,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  rescinded  as  inconsistent  with  th« 
general  rule  that  "when  the  deformity  of  the  candidate  is  not  nnch 
OK  to  prevent  him  from  meeting  fully  the  requirenieutH  of  the  ritual, 
or  from  honestly  acquiring  the  means  of  subsistence,"  he  is  eligible, 
as  has  been  heretofore  held  by  this  Grand  Jiodge. 

This  latter  we  think  the  proper  position  to  take. 

The  finances  aj^pear  to  be  in  very  good  condition,  there  being  a 
good  balance  in  the  treasury. 

Brother  William  George  Bennett  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and 
Brother  Odell  S,  Long  Grand  Secretary. 

There  was  no  report  on  correspondence. 

WISCONSIN. 

The  Fortieth  Annual  Grand  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
\\iis  held  in  Mihvuukie  on  the  10th  June,  1884,  Lewis  E.  Reed  being 
Ciraud  Muster^  and  with  representatives  from  185  Lodges  present. 
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Active  Lodges,  193;  total  Master  Masons,  13,392;  net  gain  for  the 
year,  382. 

The  Grand  Master's  address  pertains  to  matters  of  local  inteqfst 
only,  yet  he  enunciates  a  proposition  so  clearly,  and  one  with  which 
we  so  fully  agree,  that  we  are  tempted  to  copy  the  extract: 

In  the  correspondence  are  embraced  decisions  upon  Masonic  law 
and  customs.  But  as  all  come  within  the  plain  provisions  of  the  An- 
cient Landmarks  of  the  Order  and  our  Constitution,  or  r^'petition  of 
decisions  previously  made  by  my  predecessors,  and  approved  by  this 
Grand  Lodge,  I  do  not  deem  it  necessary,  or  hardly  proper,  to  repeat 
them  here.  I  believe  it  better  that  the  Masonic  student  should  seek 
his  information  upon  Masonic  Law  from  the  Ancient  Landmarks  and 
Constitution,  rather  than  from  their  too  oft  repetition  in  printed  ad- 
dresses of  Grand  Masters. 

We  like  the  action  taken  by  this  Grand  Lodge  to  prevent  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Grand  Lodge  from  being  handled  as  political  items 
are,  or  as  the  now  omnipresent  interviewer  deals  with  the  most  pri- 
vate intelligeuce.  At  the  instance  of  Past  G^and  Master  J.  B.  C.  Cot- 
trell,  it  was — 

hesolvedj  That  no  ofl&cer,  member,  or  visiting  brother,  or  other  per- 
son present,  shall  communicate  to  any  reporter,  editor,  or  other  per- 
son connected  with  any  newspaper,  any  fact,  circumstance,  or  other 
matter  that  may  be  presented  to,  or  acted  upon,  at  this  Communica- 
tion of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

The  finances  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  which  had  been  deranged  by  the 
"embezzlement  of  their  late  Grand  Secretary,  Brother  John  W.  Wood- 
hull,  are,  we  are  happy  to  see,  now  in  a  healthy  condition.  The 
Grand  Lodge  has  determined  to  put  Brother  Woodhnll  on  trial  before 
itself,  and  to  this  end  has  ordered  him  to  be  cited  to  appear  at  the 
next  annual  communication. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales  was  recognized  at  this 
session. 

Brother  Oliver  Libbey  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  J.  W.  Laflin 
re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

Past  Grand  Master  £.  £.  Chapin  made  the  report  on  correspond- 
ence, stating  that  he  takes  **up  the  pen  for  this  important  work  with 
fear  and  trembling."  lie  reviews  Alabama  for  1882,  and  also  for  1883. 
He  quotes  approvingly  and  liberally  from  Grand  Master  Cobb's 
address. 

He  fancies  that  as  Alabama  is  at  the  head  of  the  alphabetical  list, 
while  Wisconsin  is  very  near  the  tail,  that  the  ''head  could  not  wag 
the  tail,"  and  hence  Wisconsin  was  left  out  of  oar  report     We 
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>roulcl,  however,  disabuse  our  brother's  mind  by  stating  that  we  did 
not  review  it  because  we  did  not  have  it. 

I^  reference  to  the  plan  of  Indiana  of  holding  biennial  Bessions  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  to  enable  them  the  quicker  to  pay  off  the  large 
debt  contracted  in  building  a  Masonic  Temple,  we  find  him  saving, 
and  that  well,  too: 

But  in  the  inin-im^  what  will  become  of  the  ill-jointed  Lodges? 
The  plan  may  save  the  Temple,  but  will  result  in  no  good  to  Masonry. 
But,  being  in  for  it,  there  may  be  no  other  way  to  work  out  the 
problem.  The  belter  way  is  not  to  mass  expected  fortunes  on  the 
false  theory  that  a  big  Masonic  debt  is  a  big  MasoDic  blessing. 

WYOMING. 

We  have  before  ns  as  neat  a  pamphlet  as  any  of  the  others,  and 
much  neater  than  many  from  the  older  jurisdictions,  containincj  tLi* 
proceedings  of  the  Ninth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Gfiind 
Lodge  of  Wyoming,  over  which  Grand  Ma^^ter  John  K.  Jeffrey  pre- 
sided, with  representatives  from  four  Lodge-J.  In  this  jurisdiction 
there  are  but  live  Lodges,  and  one  U.  D.,  ^^ith  a  total  membership 
of  31)8.     During  the  year  there  had  been  a  loss  of  two. 

We  find  the  financial  condition  of  this  Grand  Lodge  to  be  most 
excellent.  Its  affairs  and  business,  though  entirely  of  local  interest, 
are  couducted  in  an  excellent  and  cautious  manner. 

Brother  J.  K.  Jeffrey  re-elected  G.  M. ;  Brother  J.  H.  Symons  con- 
tinued Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Wm.  J.  Mclntyre  made  the  report  on  correspondence,  re- 
viewing .\labama  for  1882.  Oh,  these  printers!  What  terrible  fel- 
lows they  are!  Wh6  could  suppose  that  Pielans  meant  us  Pillans? 
But  HI)  it  is,  and  every  now  and  again  we  find  that  we  are  somebody 
else.  The  report  is  lengthy,  and  appears  to  convey  to  the  brethren 
of  Wyoming  all  that  is  occurring  of  interest  in  other  jurisdictions. 

CONCLUSION. 

A  full  review  of  the  Masonic  field  gives  gratifying  results.  Har- 
Hiony  reigns,  and  there  is  a  reasonable  increase  in  numbers.  It  will 
be  found  that  there  is  also  a  much  less  tendency  to  be  suspended  for 
non-payment  of  dues  than  heretofore,  and,  therefore,  that  the  Order 
is  finding  itself  on  a  firmer  basis  than  for  some  time  past.  Many  of 
the  societies  which  have  distracted  the  minds  of  the  profane  have 
gone  the  way  that  all  such  ephemera  should  go,  and  they  are  now 
resorting  to  the  solid  and  substantial  in  li€u  of  the  chimerical  and 
unreal. 
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Bat  few  qaestions  remain  to  agitate  the  fraternity,  and  the  differ- 
ences of  opinion  are  each  year  becoming  lees — a  very  gratifying  con- 
dition— the  result  doubtless,  in  a  great  measure,  of  the  free  discus- 
sion by  means  of  these  reports,  and  of  a  careful  analysis  of  these 
several  questions.  We  believe  that  our  brethren  are  becoming  more 
and  more  desirous  of  kno'Aing  the  condition  of  the  craft  elsewhere, 
and  are,  therefo|e,  more  inclined  to  read  than  formerly. 

We  have  not  yet  seen  that  we  ought  to  urge  you  to  the  recognition 
of  the  Giand  Lodge  of  either  Italy  or  Spain.  Your  committee  had 
hoped  to  have  received  fuller  and  more  gratifying  news  from  both, 
but  have  been  disappointed.  It  will,  however,  continue  to  hope, 
because  your  committee  is  fully  impre^ed  with  the  necessity  of  aid- 
ing, by  ail  proper  means,  in  the  encouragement  of  all  bodies  entirely 
symbolic,  and  exclusively  so  in  their  character. 

Bespectfully  submitted, 

P.  J,  PILLAN& 
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SUSPENDED  FOE  NON-PAYMENT  OF  DIES. 


MouLTON  No.  6— Samuel  C.  Alexander,  Dmry  W.  Bynnm,  William 
D.  Glenn,  George  W.  Hamilton,  William  D.  Irwin,  Edwin  M.  Leng- 
botham,  Robert  C.  Montgomery,  Thomas  Masterson,  John  V.  Moore, 
George  W.  Pander,  Satterwhite  Shackelford,  James  M.  Watson,  Wil- 
Uam  8.  E-yt-— 13. 

GiLKAD  No.  9.— Elisha  Turnbow,  Jesse  R.  Bams,  John  G.  Williams, 
William  B.  Couch-4. 

Royal  White  Habt  No.  10. — Hugh  H.  McGilvary,  Simon  P.  San- 
ders, W'iley  E.  Jones— 3. 

Athens  No.  16. — Albert  G.  Yarborongh,  Octavius  B.  Hursey,  Wil- 
liam C.  McEniry,  Charles  W.  Owen,  Franklin  Pepper — 5. 

George  Washington  No.  24.  — Phillip  L.  Peters — 1. 

Dale  No.  25. — Isidore  Cohn,  Malcolm  McNeill,  Samuel  B.  Wood- 
son—3. 

LaFatette  No.  2G.— Victoria  G.  Snedcor— 1. 

Rising  Sun  No  29.  -Hugh  L.  Bolen  -1. 

Washington  No.  36. — Henry  F.  Newson  —1. 

Mobile  No.  4(). — Samuel  H.  Solomon — 1. 

Ij[YiXGSTON  No.  41. — Lewis  Parrent — 1. 

Harmony  No.  46. — Solon  A.  Welhorn,  Joseph  Elias  Singer,  Louis 
Shoenfelil,  Arad  Lyman  Raleigh,  William  Eugene  Besson.  Charles  C. 
Robinson— 6. 

I'nion  No.  50.— Thomas  Hudson.  James  B.  Pegues  -2. 

New  Market  No.  52. — Francis  Wills,  John  W.  Summ«;rs  — 2. 

Greening  No.  53. -- William  B.  I'.aker  — 1. 

Troy  No.  56.  — John  H.  Morgan,  James  L.  Lee,  John  E.  Graves,  \. 
S.  Bear,  H.  Do  Witt  Boyd,  William  J.  Chancey,  Louis  Jackson— 7. 

ToMPKiNsviLLE  No.  6L   -  Johu  A.  Bragg— 1. 

Eureka  No.  61.-  William  Knight,  Wiley  W.  Portertield  -2. 

Howard  No.  6*.). — James  Bruce  -1. 

Solomon  No.  74.— John  H.  Barnes,  William  J.  Brooks,  Robert  K. 
Bonds,  William  T.  Harris,  Robert  J.  Kollam,  Charles  Huckby,  John 
A.  Rachford,  James  M.  Newman,  George  H.  Black,  McClelland  Rach- 
ford,  Jesse  Mitchell,  Caleb  Dean,  Marcellus  McCarley,  WiUiam  G. 
Pearce  -  14. 
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Crozivb  No.  78.— Robert  T.  Johnson,  Kobert  P.  Dnfreece— 2. 

Meridian  Sun  No.  88.— Daniel  B.  Edwards— 1. 

Prattville  No.  89.— Isaac  H.  Ward— 1. 

Henry  No.  91. — James  M.  Calloway— 1. 

Danville  No.  95.— Simeon  P.  Lovolady,  William  H.  Mayfield— 2. 

TucKABATCHEE  No.  96.— John  W.  Hays,  James  P.  Norris,  William 
Terry,  Arthur  L.  Foreman,  William  W.  Padgett— 5. 

LozAHATCHEE  No.  97.-^Thoma8  Stubbs,  James  Billingsley— 2. 

Hart  WELL  No.  101. — John  Bagley — 1. 

Benson  No.  103. — Henry  C.  Jones,  Noah  W.  Foshe— 2. 

Good  Samaritan  No.  104.  —A.  W.  Smith,  John  R.  McCoy,  J.  T.  Tal- 
bot, George  W.  Knight— 4. 

Herman  No.  106.— Arthur  Owen— 1. 

Sylvan  No.  HI. — Henry  L.  Wood — 1. 

Felix  No.  124.— Ariel  G.  Jordan,  Matthew  W.  Hall,  Henry  R.  Lev- 
erett--3.  ^ 

Mortimer  Reeder  No.  120. — Samuel  A.  Richardson,  ^V^littield  S. 
Robinson,  Charles  H.  Burke,  John  M.  Thomas  —4. 

YoRKViLLE  No.  131. — David  W.  Duncan,  Job  Janes.  John  T.  Mc- 
Shann,  Gideon  L.  Neal,  Andrew  J.  Pridmore,  Ad  drew  J.  Richardson, 
William  A.  Simpson — 7. 

Baldwin  No.  142. — Ransom  M   Guy,  Jesse  A.  Eubanks— 2. 

Fraternity  No.  145. — James  H.  Chamblee,  James  D,  Crump,  Ed- 
mund N.  Wood — 3. 

Cold  Water  No.  148  —David  E.  Monroe— 1. 

Maysville  No.  158— Leroy  M.  Peavy,  Benjamin  W.  Brown  — 2. 

Penick  No.  IGl. — Stephen  P.  Haynie,  Thomas  J.  Kent,  Daniel  C. 
Sheppard— 3. 

Fayettextlle  Authentic  Nc.  163. — John  W.  Cooper,  Noah  C. 
Looney  —2. 

Elba  No.  170.— Travis  Bedsole,  Abijah  Windham  -2. 

Andrew  Jackson  No.  173— George  F.  Moore,  John  J.  McCants,  Nor- 
ton S.  Perry,  Thomas  H.  Reynolds,  George  H.  Todd,  John  T.  Shan- 
t^)n— 6. 

Aberfoil  No.  181. — Hardie  C.  Wilcoxon,  George  M.  Rabon,  David 
C.  Nix,  David  E.  Nix  -4. 

M*^UNT  Eagle  No.  185.— John  C.  Meadows,  Thomas  J.  Hamlet,  John 
T.  Crenshaw— 3. 

Landmark  No.  187. — John  A.  Coldin — 1. 

Hopewell  No.  193.-  Joseph  A.  Mitchell,  Frank  M.  Burnett-  2. 

HiLLABEE  No.  197. — John  Suxoii,  Addison  E.  Smith,  Drew  F.  Hoo- 
ten,  James  T.  Matthews,  Jolin  WiUiani  Bailey,  Thomas  J.  Whee!er— 0. 

KiligkeNo.  199.     William  H.  Lumpkin,  John  Buce— 2. 
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•   Hklioon  No.  201.— Eobert  T.  Ghesser,  Eyerett  Davis,  Dftniel  Mc- 
Neill, Thomas  C.  Taoker— 4. 

Marshall  No.  209.— William  F.  Chandler— 1. 

YoBK  No.  211.— William  Ck)bb,  James  C.  Scott,  James  Grace,  WO- 
BOQ  Shepherd,  Joseph  M.  Corry,  John  C.  Hutto,  Stephen  H.  Karsh, 
William  Ai.  Owen,  John  B.  Samner,  Jefferson  L.  Phillips,  Jonathan 
J.  Thomas,  John  H.  Hayes,  William  F.  Peterson — 13. 

BniLDEBs  No.  215. — Tillman  Yanghn,  William  Thomas  Taoghn, 
William  S.  Culpepper — 3. 

Sam  Dixon  No.  218— Thomas  M.  Bothwell,  George  W.  Wimfrie, 
James  H.  Leath,  William  H.  J.  Wester— 4. 

LiNKviLLE  No.  219.  —David  U.  Burronghs,  Franklin  M.  Dingier, 
Chesley  Driggers,  William  O.  Jenkins,  Henry  F.  Owen,  Joseph  W. 
Elder,  Henry  M.  McKay— 1. 

Newton  No.  224.— Aaron  S.  Davis,  Henry  L.  Narimore,  Thomas  G. 
Mnrphy,  James  £.  Reynolds,  John  J.  Bice— 5. 

James  Prnn  No.  227.— McKeIvy  C.  Marsh,  William  H.  Maybin, 
Marrns  J.  Westmoreland— 3. 

Dallas  No.  22h.— Wodsworth  Clardy,  Ellison  Miller,  Robert  C- 
Miller,  Joel  C.  Wade,  John  C.  Smith— 5. 

Duck  Spring  No.  231.— Gabe  Hill,  James  Roden,  James  J.  Green, 
Marion  Noogin — 4. 

Sepuloa  No.  233  -Sherrod  Sims-1. 

Faibmount  No.  2a8.— William  F.  Giles— 1. 

BowEN  No.  240. — James  P.  Morris,  Joseph  Fraser,  Jacob  F. 
Scott -3. 

CoosA  No.  242. — Jauics  F.  Humphries,  Alexander  A.  Tompson, 
John  S.  Law— 3. 

Rameb  No.  243.— George  G.  Long,  Thomas  J.  Wilkins,  Tristam  E 
Walters,  WUliam  F.  Niblett,  William  A.  Maloy— 5. 

Dawson  No  244. — John  A.  Lansden — 1. 

Harbison  No.  246.— William  M.  Ellison,  William  O.  Carter,  Jeffer- 
son P.  Ciirter,  William  Huggins,  James  M.  Gibson — 5. 

North  Pobt  No.  252, — William  R.  Dodson,  Andrew  Cline,  William 
JohDHon — 3. 

Talladega  No.  261. — James  G.  Nolen — 1. 

Meridian  No.  265.^Jacob  W.  Battle,  William  W.  Darwin,  John 
Fisk,  John  G.  Giles,  William  D.  Humphrey,  James  H.  Humphrey, 
William  T.  Johnson,  Joseph  H.  King— 8. 

Pea  River  No.  271. — Samuel  Harris,  John  Clower — 2. 

Clifton  No.  272. — William  Carmichael — 1. 

Northern  No.  278.— Richard  H.  Medlin,  William  P.  Jenkin8-2. 

Spbinoville  No.  280.— George  S.  Crozier,  Felix  G.  Godsey— 2. 
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Gboagiana  No.  285— Levi  Burkett,  Charles  B;  fininer,  Henry  .f. 
t'agiti,  Kinsey  L.  Davis,  Pitt  M.  Smith,  Wiley  Bt»  Lines,  Wilson  W. 
Brooks,  William  B.  Brooks,  James  W.  Darby,  Valentine  Kirk- 
patrick— 10. 

Clihton  No.  287.— Arthur  A.  Crews,  James  M.  Dixon,  Absalom 
Prtyne,  Bnrrel  Phillips— 4. 

GiLiiESPiB  No.  290.— William  A.  Hyde,  Jasper  N.  Smith — 2. 

Wabbknton  No.  320.— James  W.  Fennell,  John  iJensley — 2. 

PijKasant  Hill  No.  321.— James  G.  Donaldson,  William  Powell— 2, 

Blue  Eye  No.  332.— James  B.  Wood,  Henry  W.  Truss,  Maximus 
T.  W.  Christian,  John  T^  Truss,  James  V.  Hall,  John  Y.  Henderson, 
Jesse  T.  Vinson,  Robert  M.  King,  Arthur  T.  Wood,  James  S.  Mead« 
ows,  John  R.  Sims,  A.  W.  Lacy— 12. 

Nanafaua  No.  336. — Charles  C.  Johnston — 1. 

Johnson  No.  337. — Oliver  W.  Horn,  Charles  D.  Jordan— 2. 

Clear  Cbeek  No.  340.  -  Marion  A.  Addison,  Joseph  H.  Salter,  Wil* 
Jiam  L.  Hicks,  Peter  F.  M«»Nutt— 4. 

PiKEViLLE  No.  344. — John  6i  Toung  Erasmus  A.  Mixon,  William  J. 
Martin,  Mills  O.  Young,  James  H.  Riley— 6. 

Echo  No.  345. — Newton  Outlaw,  Alexander  Spears,  David  T.  Ard, 
William  S.  Preston,  Paul  H.  Preston,  William  S.  Burgess,  George  W. 
Peacock,  Hillery  J.  Galloway,  Francis  J.  Marshall,  Jehu  Evans,  John 
G.  Word,  Richard  Brown,  John  W.  Prestob,  Lewis  Brown,  John 
Riley,  Hanceford  D.  Price,  Snowden  S.  Kirkland,  Alexander  C.  Out- 
law, Moses  Woodham,  Samuel  B.  Welch,  William  H.  Smith,  Philip 
B.  Spears,  James  R.  Gaines,  Ivey  Balkcom,  William  G.  Peacock— 25. 

HuBTSBOBO  No.  346. — John  M.  King— 1. 

Heaton  No.  354. — James  F.  M.  Key,  James  Couch,  James  H.  Ste- 
phens, Henry  C.  Boon — 4. 

RuTLEDOE  No.  357.— William  T.  Burgamy— 1. 

BarboUB  No.  358. — Isaac  D.  Geddie  —1. 

Pleasant  Site  No.  364.— Elijah  P.  Gant— 1. 

ChandlEb  No.  367.— Calvin  M.  Wheeler— 1. 

Bell's  Landing  No.  373  — Joh Whisenhant— 1. 

Gainesville  No.  375.— Joseph  W.  Dunning— 1. 

Lake  Citt  No-  377.— Louis  Hurst,  Augustus  Stucky,  Augustus 
fintchinson— 3. 

Robebt  E.  Lee  No.  379.— James  E.  Cogburn,  John  H.  Gaston,  Wil- 
liam J.  Wasden  —3. 

El  H.  Cook  No.  381.— Uell  H.  Tompkins— 1. 

Bibmingham  Fbatebnal  No.  384. — James  A.  McCain,  Benjamin  M. 
Bharrett,  Monroe  D.  Parker,  James  Shannon— 4. 
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Trinity  No.  386. — Zebalon  S.  Berry,  Thomas  J.  Williams,  Jasper 
N.  Wade,  Joseph  Kobinson— 4. 

Newburgh  No.  388.— James  McNair,  Clark  T.  Smith,  James  W. 
Furgcreon,  William  W.  Vanderver— 4. 

Veknon  No.  389. — Samuel  Hoaston  Hankins,  John  Thomas  Burrow, 
Samuel  Ward,  James  Barnes,  Frank  ^L  Cash,  Edward  W.  Lawrence, 
Jesse  Jarriott  Brown,  James  Milton  Morton— 8. 

Weathers  No.  390.— Wesley  F.  DeVaughn— 1. 

North  Border  No.  391.— Jerome  W.  Westmoreland — 1. 

HicKORT  Flat  No.  392. — Alexander  A.  Delaparie— 1. 

Hartsell  No.  398. — Thomas  J.  Simpson,  Thomas  J.  Huckabee, 
Green  B.  Wallace,  William  M.  McG;^gh — 4. 

Han'ceville  No.  400. — Wiley  Thompson,  Edward  Lindsey,  William 
Conant,  James  A.  Montgomery,  William  H.  Mnsgrove,  Isaac  L. 
Jones — 6. 

Grben  Hill  No.  402. — Edward  My  rick,  James  Britherick,  Gilford 
C.  Thigpen,  Wiley  A.  Harrison,  Thomas  B.  McMnrtry,  Martin  L. 
Harrison,  James  M.  ELarrison,  Harris  B.  Bay,  Aaron  T.  Clemons,  Zioa 
P.  Swinea,  Frederic  M.  Pnce,  George  W.  Thigpen,  Hugh  P. 
Davis— 13. 

PoNDTowN  No.  409. — John  A.  Pate,  Joseph  Whitaker — ^2. 

Helena  No.  410. — Josiah  Pledger — 1. 

Jemison  No.  411. — Thomas  Cleckler,  Stephen  G.  W^hatley— 2. 

Amberson  No.  412. — Louis  M   Cotbran — 1. 

Oak  Level  No.  415. — Valentine  M.  Thackerson — 1. 

MiLo  Abescbombie  No.  429.— Frederic  W.  Williams,  Samuel  C. 
Cloud,  Lemuel  G.  Dawson — 3. 

Albebtvillk  No.  430.— David  C.  Minor,  Charles  H.  Bishop— 2. 
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Farb/lb  No.  8.— Robert  A.  Terrell— 1. 

RoYAi.  White  Habt  No.  10.— Jcre  N.  Williams,  Norman  McCraney, 
George  W.  Little  -3. 

MoNTOoMEBY  No.  11. — Atigufltns  Davis,  Louis  Goldman— 2. 

.    Flobence  No.  14.— S.  S  ,  James  Kyle,  George  W.  Karsner, 

Lewis  0.  Hudson,  S.  L.  Grow,  William  Holland,  John  A.  Hunt— 7. 

Dale  No.  25.— WiUiam  G.  Fail— 1. 

LaFayktte  No.  26. — Volney  Boardman,  John  B.  Reid— 2. 

Selma  Fbatebnal  No.  27.  —Charles  G.  Kuhne,  Robert  McKee  —2. 

CouBTLAND  No.  37.— Phil  Gilchrist,  John  Houston,  Andrew  J. 
Sykes,  Edward  Simmons  —4. 

LrviNosTON  No.  41. — William  Beggs,  Harry  R.  Fobs— 2. 

Gaston  No.  4t. — Seth  Speight  Stanton— 1. 

Habmont  No.  46. — John  DuBose  Roqnemore,  Addison  Allen 
Walker-2. 

New  Mabket  No.  52. — Joseph  M.  Brown,  George  H.  Britton,  Archie 
A.  Sneed — 3. 

Amity  No.  54.— Thomas  B.  McKerall,  J.  McKee  Gould,  Frank  H. 
Mundy,  John  Alley,  Edward  C.  Meredith — 5. 

Mount  Mobiah  No.  55. —John  Campbell — 1. 

Tboy  No.  56. — Urban  L.  Jones— 1. 

TuHKEGEE  No.  57. — Rasberry  E.  Covington — 1. 

Hampden  Sidney  No.  67. — Howell  C.  Bullock,  Elijah  J.  Humphreys, 
Nathaniel  Jeffries,  William  Martin,  William  C.  Sager,  Charles  P. 
Sparrenberger-  -6. 

HowABD  No.  69.     George  H.  Discher,  William  C.  Gaynor— 2. 

Centbal.  No.  70.  —James  Lucas,  John  H.  Oakes,  Henry  Backus 
James  M.  Reynolds,  J(»hn  W.  Crim— 5. 

Wilcox  No.  80.— James  A.  Monk— 1. 

Fbiendship  No.  83. — DeWitt  C.  Logan— 1. 

Ebophotic  No.  84.— Burrell  R.  Bradley  -  1. 

Mebidian  Sun  No.  88.— John  T.  Bender — 1. 

Pfihtkb  No.  90.— William  Gamble— 1. 

Danville  No.  95. — Claiborne  A.  C.  Jones,  George  W.  Roberts — 2. 

LozAUATCHEB  No.  97. — Wcldou  P.  Hughes,  John  McGoogan,  John 
Ray,  Robert  E.  Lewis -4. 
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Bt^LTON  No.  98. — James  E.  Kennedy— 1. 

BinisoN  No.  103.   -M.  P.  Fuller— 1. 
Sylvan  No.  111. — John  Skates— 1» 

DeRalb  No.  116.— Silas  P.  Dobbs,  Francis  H.  Standifer,  William 
McNaran,  Cyras  P.  Clayton,  Jonathan  Cnlver— 5. 
NoTASuixjA  No.  119. — John  W.  King— 1. 

Columbia  No.  135. — "Willy  Williams,  Benjamin  J.  Chitty— 2. 
ShelbtNo.  140. — Samuel  B.  Boper,  David  W.  Evans — 2. 

Burleson  No.  143.— Jasper  Davis — 1. 

Fbatkrnity  No.  145. — Joseph  D.  James— 1. 

RoDOEBsviLLE  No.   147.— William  H.   Grigsby,  William  £.  Han- 
way -2. 

Matsvillk  No.   158. — Green  A.    McMullen,   Thomas  B.   Lawler, 
Kible  P.  i>aniel— 3. 

Elba  No.  170.— Charles,  S.  Lee,  Alvin  B.  May— 2. 

Mount  Eagle  No.  185. — William  H.  Stone— 1. 

Catawla  No.  186. — James  F.  Beed— 1. 

Clinton viLLE  No.  188. — Edmund  Batchelor,  Elisha  Folsom— 2. 

Chattahoochee  No.  192. — Benjamin  Fitzpatrick — 1. 

KilioeeNo.  199.— William  G.  Cousins— 1. 

Pettusvillk  No.  207.— Joab  C.  Malone,  Isham  C.  Vanghan— 2. 

Marshall  No.  209. — Andrew  J.  Baker— 1. 

Builders  No.  215. — Thomas  M.  Biser,  Francis  Beckham — 2. 

Sam  Dixon  No.  218.— Samuel  Boberts— 1. 

Western  Star  No.  222.— WUliam  H.  Moody— 1. 

Sandy  Bidob  No.  223. — Samuel  J.  Pettus.  John  M.  Stevens— 2. 

Newton  No.  224.— Bobert  W.  Wyn,  James  S.  Edwards— 2. 

Louisville  No.  225. — Malcom  Gillis — 2. 

Bexar  No.  230.— Kimbro  T.  Brown— 1. 

Duck  Spring  No.  231.— Martin  Francis  Scott,  Samnel  Bums— 2. 

Coosa  No.  242.— Joel  Gulledge— 1. 

Harrison  No.  .246. — Benjamin  P.  Finlay — 1. 

Camp  CrebiL  No.  251. — John  W.  Trainum— 1. 

Gaylehville  No.  256. — Charles  M.  Bell,  Simeon  J.  Kelley  —2. 

Waxnut  Grove  No.  264. — Elias  B.  Bynum — 1. 

Pea  River  No.  271.— John  T.  WUkins,  George  A.  Winslow,  Daniel 
Kiaer— 3. 

Larkinsville  No.  277.— Andrew  J.  Harper,  Burrel  W.  Smart— 2. 

NoRTHEN  No.  278.— Thomas  M.  Fennell,  Lazarus  H.  Vann— 2. 

S^RiNfiviLT.E  No.  280  —Martin  V.  Allison,  David  A.  Aderholt— 2. 

Walsxb  No.  286.-^Kinchen  Gamble^  John  Gamble,  Thomas  J. 
Gamble,  James  Gamble,  Bedin  Sitton,  Alfred  Sandlin,  £li  Henson, 
William  Sapp— 8. 
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KoBBiB  No.  301.— William  B.  Amos— 1. 

ZioN  No.  304.— Calvin  Bishop,  James  W.  Ballalrd,  Charles  S^  Cop- 
erill,  James  L.  McGaha,  Thomas  J.  Gann,  John  T.  Hodges — 6. 

CsNTSAL  City  No.  305. — iSamuel  J.  Howard,  Joseph  P.  Ferguson, 
Isaac  A.  McMillan— 3. 

JoNEHBOBO  No.  315. — Thomas  H.  Owen — 1. 

Holly  Gboyb  No.  323.— Scott  Peters— 1. 

Johnson  No.  337. — John  D.  Chapman — 1. 

PiKEYiLLE  No.  344.— James  M.  Hall— 1. 

Van  Bcben  No.  345. — Silas  P.  Andrews— 1. 

Scottsbobo  No  359.— Ambrosial  L.  Precise — 1. 

RussBLLviLLE  No.  371. — Henry  A.  Malone— 1. 

Bell's  Landing  No.  373.— Joseph  Snell — 1. 

Wbooufka  No.  378.— Robert  B.  King— 1. 

Bobbbt  E.  Lee  No.  379.— James  I.  Bizzell,  Isaac  KnowUs— 2. 

BiBMiNOHAM  Fbatebnal  No.  384. — ^Richard  B.  Beasley,  James  £. 
Hawkins,  John  Ellard,  James  B.  FonviUe — 4. 

Wbathebs  No.  390. — John  N.  Moore— 1. 

NoBTH  BoBDKB  No.  391 . —Alexander  Ridgeway,  Robert  L.  Pngh, 
William  Wright— 3. 

Falkyille  No.  396. — George  W.  Mayhall— 1. 

DoBic  No.  406.— John  F.  Wordsworth— 1. 

PoNDTOWN  No.  409.— Alsey  B.  Hathaway — 1. 

Cullman  Fbatebnal  No.  421.— William  J.  Doxm,  Xilmon  Powell, 
Henry  L.  Wharton — 3. 

Glanton  No.  423. — James  M.  Stanfield— 1 
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SUSPENDED  FOR  UNMASONIC  CONDUCT, 


James  F.  Echols,  Sept.  5 Farrar No.  S 

'William  J.  Segors J 

John  U.  Boo!ie >  Troy *•  56 

Colemau  N.  Carpenter ) 

William  M.  Taylor HartweU ..."  101 

Jacob  Sharp Jonesboro **  315 

John  F.  Bush Kntledge **  aT)" 

John  T.  Sumner Barbonr *•  3.'>h 

Thomas  J.  McKnight  Jr Athelstan "  361* 

Thomas  J.  Moody Sauta  Creek **  376 

Lewis  P.  Leonard Helena •*  41» 

C.  Augustus  Gamble Headland "  4S^ 


EXPELLED. 


Lewis  M.  Betters Social Xo.   63 


Cloud  T.  Barton Sylvan 

Daniel  C.  Sheppard Penick 

George  W.  Gunter Clintonville 

Thomas  W.  Meriwether Hopewell. . . 

Jacob  Nelson Weogufka  . . 

William  H.  Murphy .* . .  Doric 

James  H.  Fuller. Ware 


Til 
161 
1><8 

r.»3 

378 
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AT  REFRESHMENT  ABOVE. 


8 


David  P.  Lewis,  July  3 — 64  yoars  J 

Josephus  S.  Erwin,  Sept.  29  —46  years .  >  Helion No.       1 

James  Hamilton,  Nov.  12—84  years ) 

Hobert  T.  Nabors ) 

William  H.  Thomas }  llising  Virtue "        4 

Eli  Tower,  Nov.  1 ) 

James  H.  McDonald,  April  17 Moulton **        6 

Kichard  C.  Dickinson Macon **        7 

AVilliain  F.  McElroy,  Jar.  7 |  v^^^r.  « 

Simeon  J.  Eskew.  July  17 f  ^^^ 

McCullom  Bell,  July  16 Royal  White  Heart.  "      10 

James  Vincent,  Nov.  12 Montgomery **      11 

Julius  B.  Letton,  Juno  15—45  years Florence **      14 

Andrew  J.  Reed,  Doc.  3,  1883 j 

John  A.  Tillman,  Aug.  8 V  Athens "      16 

Samuel  H.  Rosenan,  Oct.  6 ) 

Jasper  Fason,  Sept.  6 George  Washington.  "      24 

Joseph-  H.  Bonner.  June  20 |  p.^,  <«      «c 

Matthew  William  Thomas.  March  21 ...  f  ^^'° ^ 

Job  n  €oclvO  Sod  Y,  April  20 [  t  aFavettP  « «       2fi 

William  C.  Burton,  July  11 f  iia^ayette ^b 

Blackgrove  T.  Maxey,  Jan   13 ) 

Andrew  Rankin,  May  3 >  Selma  Fraternal **      27 

Gabriel  Sterne,  May  2 ) 

James  McGaughv Washington "      36 

^:%^^^J7ueT:''^!'^-\'^^^^^^ "  ^ 

Sigmund  Vogel,  Dec.  4,  1883 ) 

Benjamin  B.  Cox,  Dec.  16,  1883 V  Mobile **  40 

Joseph  C.  Bancroft,  May  26 ) 

Hobert  D.  Fellows,  July  24  —45  years . .     Livingston **  41 

John  M.  Bowdon,  March  14,  1883 I  HArmonv  "  4fi 

Marks  AHhor,Sept.  3,  1883 ^Harmony ^, 

Reuben  A.  Espey,  Aug.  27 Demopolis •*  41) 

Othniel  Rice,  April  ]fi New  Market "  52 

John  Alloy,  Dec.  13, 1883 [  ...  ,.  ^ 

Joseph  W.  Hall,  Sept.  3,  1883 j  ^^^^^ ^ 

Urban  L.  Jones,  Sept  25  -  63  years Troy "  56 

Aquilla  R.  Trott  Jr.,  March  3 ) 

Alexander  Neil,  Sept.  28 V  Benton **  59 

John  W.  Robinson,  Nov.  2  ) 

Charles  Stewart  Ward,  April  11— SU  yr's    Tompkiusvilie **  01 
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William  O.  Baldwin,  Nov  27 ) 

Richard  H.  FoweU,  Oct.  15 >  Saint  Johns No.  C2 

James  F.  Googer,  Dec.  12,  1883 )  ' 

Henry  Etheridge,  July  25 (  Fncpka                         **  i'A 

JohnT.  Newcomer,  August  U J  n-ureKa w 

Ja'^r^^KiraJ'/elTears:::  [HampdenSidney...  "  C7 

David  W.  Carter,  August  9 Wilcox *•  80 

John  H.  Cowie I  v^«v,«f;/.                     «<  u± 

William  H.  Dunn ^  Erophotic 84 

James  A.  Wood,  Dec.  29, 1883-56  years    Meridian  Sun **  88 

WUIiani  S.  W.  Hayes,  Dec.  13,  1883 ....     Ptister "  90 

Eli  Frost,  June  15 Lozahatchee **  97 

Benjamin  T.  Garrett,  Aug.  2 Fulton "  98 

Edward  Levy,  Oct.  21 — 41  years.         . .     New  Berne **  102 

William  Blackman,  April  20—79  years. .     Good  Samaritan **  104 

James  Cockrell,  Feb.  2 Hermon "  106 

Robf rt  N.  Kirk,  Dec.  12,  1883—50  years ) 

Wiley  Slaughter,  Jan.  15—70  years V  Forest  Hill "  110 

W.  Jasper  Hollings worth,  June  15 — 45y  ) 

Jerry  M.  Jack,  Feb.  10 t  DpKAlh                          "  116 

William  P.  Clayton,  August  23 f  l^enaiD lib 

Milos  C.  Shields,  May  20 Felix "  124 

James  E.  Jones,  Dec.  1,  1883 Mortimer  Beeder. . .  **  126 

Andrew  Horn,  Sept.  28,  1883 ) 

Johnston  F.  Martin t  Bolivar                          «•  127 

Alexander  Brown,  Nov.  1,  1883 I  *^"^^ ^^* 

William  Washington J 

Joseph  W.  C.  Bell,  Jan.  10—35  years. . .  I  Vr.^v^n«                      ««  iii 

Jefferson  P.  Love,  Nov.  8—77  years . . . .  f  ^o^Kviiie IJI 

John  Nappier.  Jan.  26-58  years  19  days  i  p,^.                        ,,  ,«- 

James  H.  Baine,  Apr.  19-44  y'rs  30  days  (  ^^^^^la i*) 

Josiah  Winfield  Hicks,  June  7—33  years  [  tt_,-^„                           44  t^ 

Allen  Mcintosh.  Oct.  13-65  years j  ^^^^ *^ 

Samuel  B.  Roper,  May  23 Shelby "  140 

McFee  G.  Howie,  March  28 )  t5^*u^i                           (t  1  ji 

Samuel  W.  Harlan,  March  28,  53  years.  \  ^®'^®^ ^*^ 

Esau  Brooks,  Jan.  18 lT)ftleville                        "  144 

Robert  R.  Harral,  Nov.  9 f  IMievuie 144 

Charles  Bedingfield,  Feb.  20 RodgersviUe "  147 

F:r/Hm^^l^?^•.'^•:::: ::::::  \^'^  ^'-^ -  »« 

James  M.  McNeil,  October Monroeville "  153 

Samuel  \V.  Sanford,  Dec.  31,  1883 Maysville »*  158 

Hilliard  J.  Thrash,  Nov.  17.  1883 )  p     •  ,                           .,  ,« 

Robert  Bullard,  Oct.  13 f  reniCK m 

William  M.  Drinkard,  Oct.  13,  1884 ....     Sumter "  166 

Joseph  E.  Albritton,  Sept.  13 Elba •*  170 

Davd  Bal^d,  Dec.  15   1883-90  years. .  )  peUowship  ...          "  172 

Jackson  Hicks,  Nov.  3— 08  years f  ^ 

James  Davidson,  Jan.  6 , 

Charles  J.  Watson,  June  4 

Francis  L.  Wadsworth,  August  15 

William  Teat,  Sept.  16  

Washington  Drixikard,  Jan.  18 Desotoville "  ITS 
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ST*'!.^^*'"!"!'  ''I-  "•  ^^ }  Mount  Eagle No.  185 

Bichord  E.  Hnnt,  Aag.  3       (  ^^ 

William  L.  Canant,  Feb.  23 Hillabee 

John  Joaes,  Only  U.... iHeliooo 

WaHhiDBlon  Warner,  July ) 

SiiiDuel  E.  Coonar,  Aug.  '26 York 

Hecinniia  F.  NichoUs        Boildere 

Jobn  W.  Talu,..,  Sept.  27     i  g^^  j,^^^^ 

Andrew  E.  Rtowurt,  June  7 ) 

William  H.  Moody,  Sept.  ~ Wastem  Star. 

Bichard  A.  Buiusey,  March  9 Newton 

Eli  Horn,  March  9 Jnmea  Penn. . 

George  W.  Golightly,  Nov.  10 Dallas 


Bandy  B.  BigganB,  June  8 Baiar 

Martfn  C.  WSdrop,  Due.  6,  1882 (  „     ^  fiorinir 

Jaoob  H.  Griffith,  May  10, 1883 f  """^  Spni^. . 

Kr-uben  StinaoD,  Oct.  25 Sepulga 

WudeH.  Blackman,  Deo.  2*,  '83— 39y're  I  i>„„„_ 

Joshua  J.  Grace,  Sept.  2-46  years fowon 

Pleasant  W.  Spear,  May  21  -70  years . .     Earner 

Franklin  H.  Analey,  April I  Dawson 

Uriah  II.  Cook.  May  15 fUawson 

Daniel  !S.  AV'arren,  April  i—5i  years  . . ,     Harrison 

WillLim  A.  Lindsey,  Feb.  4 1 

jFiiues  H.  fair.  May  18 \  North  Port. , . . 

William  Findley,  July  5 ) 

John  1  Stewart,  Sept,  8— 16  years Rose  Hilt 

Lewis  E,  Seeton,  OcL  20 t  ir™,n 

Wyatt  D.  Cheatham,  Fob.  18 j-J!4Tin 

WiUiam  WatHOn   May  25 l  Rnllvilln  ■'     2fiO 

Myles  Rjon,  AuR.  20    f  BeUvUle J60 

David  Wyalt.  April  25,  1883 I  WBlnntOrnvf,  "     lint 

Jackaon  T.  Tliompson,  Dec.  29 ^  WalnntGrore 2« 

"WUUmb  M.  Ropor.  Dec,  8,  1(183 MetidUD "    265 

WiUiam Madi«nn Ferrell  Mat.n--75y«  1  jj^^^^  pie»,„t. ..."    266 
ThoB.  CaBsaudna  Eoybsh,  Jane  2 — 65  y  \ 

Thoi(i«8  H.  BiirRe,  May  H Butlor  Springs "    270 

Martin  E.  Tubbs.  Nov.  1 Frankfort "    275 

William  Mood,  Jan.  1 ) 

Joeeph  W.  Grayson,  May  6 }  Northern "    278 

Levi  Hinds,  July  13 ) 

Joseph  B.  DeDDiB,  Oct Charles  Baskerville.  "    281 

Juiues  S.  Buroh,  July  4 Georgiana "    286 

Bichard  M.  Morrow,  Sept.  11. ' 

Hamuel  Howard,  Jan.  2&.       Central "    305 

Joseph  P.  Ferguson,  Jane  27 

SanCman  Boig,  Sept.  21 

Thomas  H,  Owen,  April  1 J  j^^^^^^^ 315 

Baliert  A.  Jones,  April  6 juuu™ 

Pinkney  M,  Seott,  Oct,  11 Warrenton ".   329 

Heory  C.  Rutherford,  May  1 Viola "    324 

WSL^^  "^"^r't.^S;" !r.,ktoa "  330 
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Levi  G.  JavToe,  May ) 

EliN.  Ford,  Oct.  24 V  Johnson No.  337 

John  D.  Chapman,  March  11 ) 

it^ander'Tc^Jk Julyi::::::::  J^c^rgianaDa^....  «  338 

JohnNoles,  Feb.  19 aear  Creek "  340 

Mark  A.  Cooke,  Dec.  6,  1883 )  Ozark  "  349 

James  H.  Garner,  Jan.  8 f 

Kenben  G.  Cole,  Nov.  12 Heaton «  354 

Bichard  Boberts,  Dec.  10 Van  Bnren. "  355 

iS'^"L"iSe%'^i;l!'::;:::::: !«»-♦- ••"  ^ 

Isaac  M.  Jackson [  n^^^^rx  «  ^m/t 

David  Banje,  May  23 f^^^ ^ 

William  A.  Stewart,  Nov.  5 Cross  Plains **  368 

Isaiah  Tolbert,  Oct.  18 I  n^iiv  t  ««iii««  «<  vn 

WiUi-T.B-^,  Nov.  1 fBeUsLanding 373 

Franklin  P.  Snedecor,  March  4—52  y'rs    Gainesville "  375 

James  Moody,  Nov.  1883 SautaCreek "  376 

John  A.  Sears,  Jan.  13—72  years \  WAncmflra  "  VTR 

Thomas  S.  McDonald,  Feb.  4-47  years  f  ^^«>g^i^^  • ; ^^*^ 

FoT^R  Hu^tcWns^n.  Nt!^?;;;; : : : : : :     Birm'ghamFraten.1  "  384 

George  H.  Napps,  Dec.  1,  1883 [  m-initv  «  386 

William  H.  McGuUough,  May  19 ^  mmty a» 

John  J.  Coggin,  June  11 Falkville "  396 

Peter  S  Beynolds,  June  1—54  years...     Doric "  406 

Bobert  L.  Parker,  Oct.  30 Helena "  410 

Bobert  L  Hill,  Sept.  18 Jemison "  411 

Owen  Franklin,  Feb.  29—58  years George  Smith "  417 

John  A.  Hnckabee,  Augnst  3 Cullman  Fraternal  .  "  421 

Charles  C.  Bloodworth,  Feb.  26 George  WUson "  434 

Stephen  Hamilton,  July  22  Milo  Abercrombie . .  "  489 

William  A.  Cobb,  June  7— 55y,  2  m,  10  d    Andalusia. "  434 

George  W.  Hughes,  July  17 Forney *•  44D 
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LODGES  DELINQUENT  IN  1884 


FOB  NON-SEPBE8BNTATION. 


HeliOD No.  1 

George  Washington **  24 

Dale "  25 

Marengo "  28 

Courtland *•  37 

Hiram  .-. '. **  42 

Leighton "  43 

Gaston **  44 

New  Market **  52 

Monnt  Moriah "  55 

Holsey •*  68 

Anbam **  76 

Pfister    **  90 

Sawyer «*  03 

Good  Samaritan .  **  104 

Forest  Hill "  110 

DeKalb **  116 

Havana «*  123 

Hemdon ««  125 

BoUvar "  127 

Geneva **  129 

Unity **  136 

Daleville "  144 

Bodgersville **  147 

Chambers "  149 

Nixbnrg **  154 

Eastaboga. **  155 

Sumter **  166 

Mount  Hbpe **  168 

DesotoviUe "  178 

Mount  HiUiard "  180 

Clintontille "  188 

Cal«donia "  198 

Valley "  203 

Pettnsville **  207 

Putnam "  212 

Tensaw "  221 

Western  Star "  222 

Louisville **  225 

Santa  Fe "  226 

Dallas "  228 

Bowen "  240 

John  Payne **  245 


Cropwell 

Lawrence 

Gaylesville , 

Highland 

Meridian .     .... 

Clifton 

Daviston 

Gillespie 

Fort  Deposit .... 

Blue  Eye 

Oliver 

Nanafalia 

Georgiana  Davis 

Albert  Pike 

Beagan 

Sipsey 

Wilson  Williams 

Rock  Mills 

Newtonville .... 

Town  Creek 

Chester 

Pleasant  Site 

Cotaco 

Athelstan 

Kussellville 

Ohatchee 

Trinity 

Hickory  Flat. . . . 
Valley  Head  .... 

Black  Oak 

Green  Hill 

Childersbnrg 

North  River 

Hillsboro 

High  Shoals 

Sulphur  Spring  . 
Williamsburg . . . 

Shorterville 

Daniel  Pratt 

Albertville 

Steel's  Station  . . 
Branch  ville 


No.  247 


248 

216 

262 

265 

272 

283 

290 

291 

332 

334 

335 

338 

339 

341 

350 

351 

353 

360 

361 

363 

364 

366 

369 

371 

380 

386 

392 

394 

397 

402 

403 

407 

408 

413 

414 

416 

422 

426 

430 

432 

433 
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FOB   NON 

George  Washington No. 

Marengo ** 

Hiram ** 

Leighton ** 

Holsey " 

Anbum " 

Sawyer ** 

Good  Samaritan ** 

DeKalb ** 

Havana ** 

Hemdon " 

Geneva ** 

DnleviUe " 

Chambers ** 

Nixburg ** 

Eastaboga ** 

Mount  Hope ** 

Mount  Hilliard ** 

Vallev " 

Putnam ^ ** 

Santa  Fe    ** 

John  Payne ** 

Cropwell ** 

Lawrence ** 

Gaylesville ** 

POR  NOT 

Marengo No. 

Hiram ** 

Leighton ** 

Holsey ** 

Auburn " 

Sawyer " 

Havana ** 

Hemdon ** 

Geneva ** 

Chambers ** 

Nixburg ** 

Eastaboga ** 

Mount  Hope       ** 

Mount  Hilliard *' 

Valley ** 

Putnam ** 

Santa  Fe ** 

John  Pavne ** 

Cropwell ** 

Lawrence ** 

Highland " 

CHABTEBS 

Mount  Jefferson No. 

BellefoDte " 

Perrvville ** 

Loachapoka ** 

Mount  Jefferson ** 

Clopton ** 


-PAYMENT   OF  DUES. 


24  i  Highland No. 

28  !  Daviston ** 

42   Fort  Deposit. 


i< 


Oliver *' 

Albert  Pike *' 


43 
68 

76  >  Reagan 
93   Sipsey  . 
104  i  Rock  Mills " 


(i 


(< 


116 
123 
125 
129 
144 


Newtonville ** 

Town  Creek ** 

Chester " 

Pleasant  Site " 

Cotaco " 


149  :  Oliatchee ** 

154 
155 


Valley  Head ** 

Black  Oak . .  " 

168  '  North  River " 

180 1  Hillsboro " 

203  .  High  Shoals 

212  .  Sulphur  Spring 

226  '  Williamsburg * 

245  '  Daniel  Pratt  " 


<< 


<i 


247 
248 
256 


Steel's  Station " 

Branchville ** 


MAKING  BETTJBNS. 

28 

42 

43 

68 

76 

93 
123 
125 
129 
149 
154 
155 
168 
180 
203 
212 
22() 
245 
247 
248 


Daviston No 

Fort  Deposit ** 

Oliver ** 

Albert  E*ike ** 

Reagan ** 

Sipsey " 

Rock  Mills " 

Newtonville " 

Town  Creek ** 

Chester ** 

Ohatchee " 

Valley  Head ** 

Bbick  Oak •* 

North  River ** 

Hillsboro •* 

High  Shoals ** 

Williamsburg ** 

Daniel  Pratt " 

Steel's  Station *• 

Branchville ** 

262 

FOBFKITED  IN   1884. 

51    Manning  Spring No. 

82,WindCreek ** 

117   Ashland , 

133   BeU's  Landing 

152  i  Hoboken ** 

171' 


(( 


«( 


262 
283 
291 
331 
339 
341 
350 
353 
360 
361 
363 
361 
3«*4> 
:<80 
394 
397 
407 
408 
113 
414 
416 
426 
43-i 
433 


2j^3 
2IU 
3:i4 
3.19 
341 
3.70 
353 
3»» 

3«a 

3».3 
3?«) 
394 
3'.^7 
407 
44M 
413 
41^: 
426 
4:12 
43.3 


•204 
267 

;r>6 

3?3 
404 
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LODGES  BEINSTATED. 


Fredonia No.    79 

Danville "      95 


Larkinsville No.  277 

Zion. **    304 


FOBrETTED,  BEYOKED,  AND  CONSOLIDATED. 

Numbers  2,  5,  12,  13,  15,  17,  18.  19,  20, 21,  23,  30,  32,  33,  34,  35,  38, 
45,  47,  48,  51,  58,  60,  66,  73,  77,  79,  81,  82,.  85,  86,  87,  92,  94,  99,  100, 
107,  109,  112,  113,  114,  115,  117,  118,  121,  122,  123,  128,  130,  132,  133, 
137,  138,  139,  150,  152,  156,  157,  159,  160,  164,  165,  167,  169,  171,  174, 
175,  177,  179,  182,  183,  184,  194,  195,  196,  202.  204,  205,  206,  210,  213, 
214,  216,  217,  220,  229,  232,  234,  237,  239,  241,  249,  255,  258,  259,  263, 
267,  268,  269,  273,  274,  276,  279,  282,  284,  288,  28*J,  308,  316,  317,  318, 
322,  325,  326,  327,  328,  329,  333,  336,  342.  343,  347,  352,  356,  362,  370, 
372,  374,  382,  383,  385,  387,  393,  395,  401,  404,  405,  418,  425,  427, 
431-141. 
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RECAPITUIiATION. 


Lodges  that  were  represented 190 

Lodges  represented  by  Masters  or  other  officers 14S 

Lodges  represented  by  Proxies  only 41 

Bepresentatives  that  weie  present 24$ 

Members  reported  at  this  Grand  Commnnioation 7,199 

Estimate  of  members  no^  reported 700 

Dnes  received  at  this  Grand  Gommnnication $3,492 

Lodges  that  made  Betnms 244 

Lodges  that  made  no  Betnms 41 

Lodges  that  paid  their  Dnes 221 

Lodges  that  did  not  pay  their  Dnes 49 

Lodges  nnder  Dispensation — not  owing  Dnes. 9 

Charters  forfeited  in  1884 11 

Lodges  reinstated  in  1884 4 

WoBK  or  THS  Ybab  1884. 

Number  Initiated 416 

Number  Passed. 386 

Number  Baised 399 

Number  Affiliated 316 

Number  Bejected 79 

Number  Dimitted 282 

Number  that  Died 188 

Number  Suspended  for  Unmasonic  Conduct 12 

Number  Expelled 8 

Number  Suspended  for  Non-payment  of  Dues 376 

Number  Beinstated Ui6 


REGISTER  OF  LODGES, 
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MEMORANDA. 

REPRESENTATIVES    OP   OTHER   GRAND  LODGES  NEAR  THE 

GRAND  LODGE  OF   AT.AttAMA. 

William  Dwioht  Wadswobth.  Montgomery Arkansas. 

* ' Brazil. 

Stephsn  H.  Beaslbt Montgomery British  Colnmbia. 

Montgomery Canada. 

BoBEBT  D.  Webb,  M.  D Livingston District  of  Colnmbia. 

Gboboe  D.  Nobbis,  M.  D Xew  Market £nfa[land. 

David  Clopton Montgomery Florida. 

Joseph  H.  Johnson,  M.  D Talladega Georgia. 

MTLEsJEFFEB80NGBEENE,M.D71iZ^i^a Greece. 

John  Gideon  Habbis Livingston Idaho. 

Daniel  Saybe    Montgomery Dlinois. 

Henbt  Clay  Abmstbono Montgomery Indian  Territory. 

Indiana. 

Daniel  Satbe Montgomery Iowa. 

William  A.  0*Haba,  M.  D.  .  ,IIarpersville Ireland. 

Italy. 

Kansas. 

Daniel  Saybe * Montgomery Kentucky. 

David  Clopton Montgomery Louisiana. 

James  B.  Luckie,  M.  D Birmingham Maine. 

Joel  White Montgomery Maryland. 

Palmeb  J.  Pillans Mobile Michigan. 

Minnt-sota. 

■ . ; Mississippi. 

Daniel  Saybe Montgomery Missouri. 

Palmeb  J.  Pillans Mot/de Nebraska. 

Palmeb  J.  Pillans Mobile New  Mexico. 

New  Jersey. 

Henby  Clay  Tompkins Montgomery New  York. 

William  Theodobe  Atkins.  . .  Selma New  South  Wales. 

Geoboe  D.  Nobbis,  M.  D New  Market North  Carolina. 

Daniel  Saybe Montgomery Nova  Scotia. 

Daniel  Saybe Montgomery Oregon. 

— Pennsylvania. 

Nicholas  Stallwobth Evergreen Peru. 

Opelika Prince  Edward  Island 

HoBATio  C.  Gbayson  Cfioctaw  thrner. .  .Rhode  Island. 

Geoboe  D.  Nobbis New  Market Tennessee. 

Nathaniel  D.  Cboss.    Selma Texas. 

Daniel  Smith Mofnle : Vermont. 

Mobile West  Virginia. 

Daniel  Smith Mobile Wisconsin. 
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MEMOKAKDA. 

REPRESENTATIVES  OF  THE  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA  NEAB 

OTHER  GRAND  LODGES. 


Arkansas. 


Pedro  Antonio  Gomez Rio  Janeiro Brazil. 

Samuel  B.  Habman Toronto Canada. 

Alexander  Alford  Gbeen.  . .  Victoria British  Colambia. 

Phillip  H.  Hooe Washiwjton District  of  Colnoibit. 

Bracestone  Baker Loudon England. 

George  F.  Baltzell Mariana Florida. 

William  A.  Love,  M.  D Atlanta Georj^a. 

Alexand'r  P.  ALEXANDROPrLos Greece. 

Charles  P.  Bilderback Boise  City Idaho. 

James  A.  Hawley Dixon Illinois. 

Joseph  S.  Murrow Atoka Indian  Territory. 

Martin  H.  Kice Indianapolis Indiana. 

OziAs  P.  Waters  Muscatine Iowa. 

Francis  Qfinn DuUin Ireland.* 

Thomas  J.  Anderson Topeka Kansas. 

Kentnckv. 

Samtel  M.  Todd Stir  Orleans Loaisiana. 

Josiah  H.  Dri'MMOnd Portlawl Maine. 

William  M.  Isaac Baltimore Marvland. 

Jose  Manu.^l  Munoz Vera  Cruz. Mexico. 

Arthur  M.  Clark Lexington Michigan. 

Richard  A.  Jones Bftchester Minnesota. 

Frank  Birkitt. Okolona Mississippi. 

James  E.  Cadle ChiUicoihe Missouri. 

James  W.  Ch adduce Xtf/rfiska  City. .  .  .Nebraska. 

William  Silas  Whitehead.  . .  Sexcark New  Jersey. 

David  J.  Miller i>nnta  Fe New  Mexico. 

Daniel  T.  Walden Aeir  York New  York. 

Donald  W.  Bain Raleigh North  Carolina. 

Nova  Scotia. 

James  R.  Bailet (xtri-aUis Oregon. 

Richard  Vaux    Philadelphia Pennsylvania. 

HernanoJustiniano  Cabrera  Lima Peru. 

Donald  Darrach K^nsing^on Prince  Edward  Island 

Daniel  Tn(:>iiAs Shcrffrooke Quebec. 

DwKJHT  R.  Adams Centrei-ille Rhode  Island. 

Wilijam  T.  Randle yashriUe Tennessee. 

He  ^'ky  M.  Smith   Rutland Vermont. 

George  Irvine Wheeling West  Virginia. 

Philo  a.  Okton Dfirlington Wisconsin. 


•No.  1  Mouut  Street,  Crescent. 
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GRAND  SECRETARIES  AND  THEIR  ADDRESS. 


0.  Alabama Daniel  Sayre Montj»oinery. 

1.  Arkansas Fay  Hempstead Little  Kock. 

2.  California  Alexander  Gnrdon  Abell. . .  .San  Francisco. 

3.  Colorado Edward  C.  Parmeloo Georgetown. 

4.  Conifcrcticut Joseph  K.  Wheeler Hartford. 

5.  Delaware William  S.  Hayes Wilmington. 

(\  District  of  Columbia.  William  Reynolds  Singleton .  Washington. 

7.  Florida DeWitt  Clinton  Dawkins . .    ,  Jacksonville. 

8.  Georgia James  Emmett  Blackshear . .  Macon. 

i).  Illinois lioyal  Levi  Munn Freeport. 

10.  Indiana William  H.  Smy the Indianapolis. 

11.  Iowa Theodore  Sutton  Parvin . . .   Iowa  City. 

12.  Kanasa John  Henry  Brown Wyandotte. 

13.  Kentucky Hiram  Bassett Louisville. 

14.  Louisiana Jas.  Cunningham  Batch elor  New  Orleans. 

15.  Maine Ira  Berry Portland. 

16.  Maryland Jacob  H.  Medairy Baltimore. 

17.  Ma.ssachusett8 Sereno  D.  Nickerson Boston. 

IH.  Michigan William  Power  Innes Detroit. 

•  19.  Minnesota Azariah  T.  C.  Pierson Saint  Paul. 

20.  Mississippi John  Logan  Power Jackson. 

21.  Missouri John  D.  Vincil Saint  Louis. 

22.  Nebraska William  Robert  Bowen Omaha. 

23.  Nevada John  Dempster  Hammond.  .Carson. 

24.  New  Hampshire George  Perley  Cleaves Concord. 

25.  New  Jersey, Joseph  Howell  Hough Trenton. 

20.   New^York   Edward  M.  L.  Ehlers New  York. 

27.  North  Carolina Dooald  W.  Bain Raleigh. 

28.  Ohio John  Day  Caldwell Cincinnati. 

29.  Oregon Frelon  J.  Babcock Salem. 

30.  Pennsylvania Michael  Nisbet Philadelphia. 

31.  Rhode  Island Edwin  Baker Providence. 

32.  South  Carolina Charles  Inglesby Charleston. 

33.  Tennessee John  Frizzell Nashville. 

34.  Texas George  H.  Briughurst Houston. 
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35.  Vermont William  H.  Root Bnrlington. 

36.  Virginia William  Bryan  Isaacs Richmond. 

37.  Wtst  Virginia Odell  Squier  Long Wheeling. 

38.  Wisconsin John  W.  Laflin Milwaakie. 

39.  Dakota Charles  T.  McCoy Bon  Homme. 

40.  Idaho Jonas  W.  Brown Boise  City. 

41.  Montano. Cornelius  Hedges Helena. 

42.  New  Mexico David  J.  Miller Banta  Fe. 

43.  Utah Christopher  Diehl Salt  Lake  City. 

44.  Washington Thomas  Milbarne  Reed.       .Olympia. 

45.  Wyoming John  H.  Symons Laramie  City. 

46.  Arizona George  James  Roskrage Tacsou. 

47.  Indian  Territory Joseph  S.  Marrow Atoka# 

48.  Canada John  J.  Mason Hamilton,  Ont 

49.  New  Bmnswick. . .  .Edwin  J.  Wetmore Saint  John. 

50.  Nova  Scotia George  T.  Smithers Halifax. 

51.  Quebec  John  Holder  Isaacson Montreal. 

52.  British  Colombia. .  .Alexander  Roland  Milne Victoria. 

53.  Manitoba. William  G.  Scott Winnipeg. 

54.  Ontario James  Reith Lnthnr. 

55.  FrinceEdwardlslandGeorge  W.  Wakeford Charlottetown. 

56.  England* Shadwell  Henry  Clerke London. 

57.  Ireland Samuel  B.  Oldham,  Dep Dablin. 

58.  Scotland David  Murray  Lyon Edinburgh. 

59.  Brazil Alexander  F.  DeAmaral Rio  Janeiro. 

60.  Chili Jose  Maldonado Valparaiso. 

61.  Peru J.  Arturio  Ego-Aguirre,  M.  D.Lima. 

62.  Spain Francisco  Conde Salud  6,  Madrid. 

63.  New  South  Wales. .  .Nicholas  Weekes Sidoey, Australia 

64.  Preussen Bouche Berlin. 

65.  Schweden CarlLndvigHenn'gThulstrupStockholm. 

66.  Cuba Sr.  D.  Aurelio  Almeida 114  Manrique. 

67.  Venezuela Ambrosei  Rodriguez Caracas. 

68.  Vera  Cruz ..." Francisco  Diaz Vera  Cruz. 

69.  Mexico Jose  R.  Cuenca Mexico. 

70.  Columbia,  S.  A Damasozapata Bogota. 

71.  Victoria H.  W.  Holloway Melbourne,  Auk. 

72.  Portugal Carlos  de  Pezerat Lisbon. 

73.  Italy Luigi  Castellazzo Rome. 


•Great  Qaeen  St.  W.  C.  FreemaeonB'  Hall. 
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GRAND  OFFICERS  AND  THEIR  ADDRESS. 


FOR  18R4L-8S. 


John  Hollib  Bankhead Wetampka. . . 

John  Gideon  Habbis Lhingston . . . 

Myles  JsFFEBbON  Gbeene Tulladega 

William  Thbodobe  Atkins Sehua , 

William  Henry  Dinglet Montgomery. 

Daniel  Satbb Montgomcrj. 

Bev.  William  Cabet  Bledsoe.  ..LaFuyettu. . . 

Emmbtt  Fabbow  Cbook  Alexaiidria. . 

Thomas  Pobteb  Whttbt Wetumpka. . 

Isaac  Gunninoham  Hall Bnyckville. . 

PiNKNET  McDonald  Bbuneb. Bruggd 

Adam  IIeioabt  Baxeb Montgomery . 


.Grand  Master. 
..  Depnty  Grand  Mii««t»T. 
.  Senior  Grand  Warden. 
,  .Junior  Grand  Wardtn. 
.  Grand  Treasurer. 
.Grand  Secretary. 
.Grand  Chaplain. 
..Grand  Senior  Deacon. 
.  .Grand  J unior  Deacon. 
..Grand  Steward. 
.  Grand  Steward. 
.Grand  liler. 


FOREIGN  CORIiESPONDENCE. 

PALMIER  JOB  PILLANS....MobUe Chairman  of  Committee. 


notice  to  bbcbetabies  of  bubobdinatb  lodges. 

^^f^Every  Lodge  shall  elect  its  officers  at  the  regular  Commnni(;a- 
tion  immediately  preceding  the  FestiYal  in  June,  ai\d  tnake  due  return 
to  the  Grand  Secretary  as  soon  as  the  officers  are  installed,  which  shall 
take  place  as  soon  as  practicable  thereafter.— C<>n^/i7'i/t<.m  of  the  Grfind 
Lodge,  Artide  VI,  Section  16. 

In  case  Secretaries  of  Subordinate  Lodges  should  not  receive  blank 
BETUBNB  by  the  1st  of  October,  or  if  they  should  fail  to  receive  these 
Proceedings  in  a  reasonable  time,  they  are  requested  to  write  f^r 
them,  and  inform  the  Grand  Secretary  to  what  P.  O.  to  forward  them. 


The  Annual  Communications  of  "The  Most  Worshipful  Grand 
Lodge  of  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  Alabama  and  its  Ma- 
sonic Jurisdiction,*'  are  held  in  the  New  Masonic  Temple,  in  the  City 
of  Montgomery,  on  the  first  Monday  in  December  of  each  and  every 
year. 
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^^^DupHeates  of  these  Proceedings  tciU  be  sent  by  successive  mmls  tn 
Secretaries  and  Grand  Secretaries,  unless  they  arc  sent  to  (he  litter  in  one 
package.  Should  they  not  come  to  liand,  they  voiU  please  write  for  t/iem,  aud 
mention  to  ushat  post  office  to  send  them. 


.  > 


